










Who carries the sword that protects? 
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The nourishment dial builds resistance, 
safeguards health day after day. 


Horlicks, taken regularly, 
gives your family the 
nourishment that builds up 
their resistance and keeps 
them full of health Health that 
means success and happiness 
Health that keeps you fit and 
active and builds security 
Horlicks . It's the only one 
that doctors all over the world 
recommend. The only one that 
gives so much nourishment 
because its rich, pure 
ingredients are combined by 


the unique Horlicks process 
yvhich retains their natural 
goodness and makes them 
easy to digest. 

That's why Suchitra has 
made Horlicks a part of her 
family's life She knows that 
Horlicks gives them health 
protection. 

Like Suchitra, give your 
femily Horlicks every day and 
watch them grow in health and 
strength through all the years 
ahead. 


Horlicks is a prims snares at 
nourishment It has givan 
consistent goodness through tfco 
years I recommend Horlicks to 
build up your family’s resistance 
and kaep them healthy and active 
day after day ' 



HORLICKS 
The Great Nourishes 

Horlicks is o -Registered Trade Mark. 
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Marco Mo? Decidedly. 

(Hefound Singapore by mistake) J 

But did you know that KLM has been flying to 
Singapore for the last 45years? 


Example: 

Now we link 
Singapore direct to 
Demi by Boeing 747-M 
aircraft every Monday 

Singapore—'Instant 
Asia’ and cross- 
road to the 


Far East, where oriental 
food blends with superb 
sightseeing Play golf or 
visit thd House of Jade, 
swim m crystal seas or 
revel till the early hours 
m exclusive nightclubs 
Shop for everything 
from antiques to 
cameras, electrical 


Call us at Bombay 
297233,Calcutta441221 
^.343998, Madras 

Or °i ™. n,sct y° ur " rj '' 01 


Or do good business 
and make your pi ofit 
So, can you do 
better than Marco 
Polo 9 Decidedly 
Because we won't let 
you make any mistakes 1 


agent 


Business and pleasure mix well with KL 

The reliable airline of Holland 
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Sbsvevviththe extra-tbjcfc, ffeiH 
foam only WiHfems Shaving s. ' i 
Cream* can give. Do it lazily, j 

pleasurably. Indulge yourself. 1 

Then splash on a cold, thriifing^:i 
paimful of Aqua Velva aftershave^- ‘ 
that clean, sophisticated and 
• bofdiy masculine fragrance. „■ 

Ahhh.:. • 
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Available in luxurious Lanolin Regular. And super-cool Menthol Lanolin. 
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Maybe it was the heat, but 
the first fortnight of June 
saw tempera tn the Janata 
Party at their most frayed. 
Raj Narain, speaking very 
clearly on behalf of Charan 
Singh, accused 
Chandrashekhar of anti- 
Party activities and called 
him an ‘opportunist and a 
coward'. Chandrashekhar 


y; * 




took it ail with a smile, 
but Sunder Singh Bhandari, 
leader of the Jana Sangh 
faction gave notice io the 
BLD faction that they could 
not be expected to be a 
party to the BLD's attacks 
on Chandrashekhar or 
Morarji Desai. KEWAL" 
VARMA says the sectional 
strains in the Janata Party 
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are unavoidable since the 
different factions in the 
Party are only interested »n 
pushing the interests of the 
class they represent. 

B. MOHAN writes on the 
strategy of the Jana Sangh 
faction. A BLD insider 
provides the inside dope on 
the differences between 
Charan Singh and 
Chandrashekhar. 


* 




The Janata Party has adopted 
a policy of benign neglect 
towards the minorities’, 
M1NOO MASANl tells 
OLGA TELUS in an exclusive 
interview tn which he gives 
the reasons why he resigned 
the Chairmanship of the 
Minorities Commission. 
SIKANDER BAKHT, Union 
Minister for Works and 
Mousing, tehs UDAYAN 
SHARMA that he does not 
agree with Mi 1 . Masanl end 
that the Janata should be 
congratulated on setting up 
the Minorities Commission. 


The entire edifice of power corruption. A JOY BOSE tells 
in Delhi rests on that great a few true stories of graft 
cementing force — naked in the capital. 
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Elysium no more 


I T WAS disconcerting, but not sur¬ 
prising, to learn of the feud raging 
at Auroville from Arthur Pais' report 
“Revolt in the Ashram” (SUNDAY, 
May 28). It has been the common 
spectacle everywhere that after the 
deaths of spiritual leaders their 
devotees have fallen out among 
themselves. Christ’s gospel of love 
and tolerance lost all meaning with 
the outbreak of hostilities between 
the Catholics and Protestants. Swami 
Vivckananda's idea of the Rama- 
krishna Mission is now in danger of 
being subverted by incompetent 
management. Where shall those in 
the quest for spiritual solace go? 
Bhasmr Sen , Calcutta. 

FOREIGNERS who have accepted the 
philosophy of Sri Aurobindo and the 
Mother should submit to the rules of 
the Sri Aurobindo Society. Allega¬ 
tions of autocratic behaviour against 
the trustees, on the other hand, 
should be duly enquired into. The 
problems could be settled once and 
tor all through an election. 

U. N. Mishra, Cuttack. 

ANIL MEHRA’s report "A racial 
conflict was inevitable” (SUNDAY, 
May 28) gave a clear picture of the 
sordid activities of the foreigners at 
Aurovilte. They have mad« Auro- 
vilie their citadel and are gradually 
demolishing the Mother's ideal of 
the Dawn City. When I visited 
Aurovilte. I was impressed by the 
work dope in the initial stages. It is 
now dear that the breakway Auro- 
ville Society is responsible for bring¬ 
ing the work to a standstill. They 
are determined to crush the hands 
of the Sri Aurobindo Society and 
establish their own hegemony. Had 
the rebels the slightest devotion for 
the Mother and any desire to follow 
the path shown by Sri Aurobindo, 
they would never have fought for 


authority on the plea that they are 
the real workers & the fields. Their 
motives are definitely other than 
spiritual. 

K. De, Ranaghat (West Bengal). 

I HAVE been to Auroville on many 
occasions and worked, and stayed 
there and can state with certainty 
that the foreigners Who call them¬ 
selves Aurovihans continue to act 
in defiance of Indian laws. They 
have persistently indulged in vio¬ 
lence: the police have filed as many 
as 16 cases against them. They have 
broken into huts and driven out 
Indian residents, forced schools to 
close down, refused entry to Indian 
teachers, and are even laying claim 
to Bharat Niwas, the pavilion of 
Indian culture. Mr Pais merely 
quoted their false versions of the 
allair. The responsibility for build¬ 
ing Auroville was given to the Sri 
Aurobindo Society by the Mother 

The visas of the foreigners In 
Auroville arc being renewed without 
proper checks and safeguards. Any 
person, even if he has only a tourist 
visa valid for three months, has 
merely to come inside the dty and 
settle down. The Government ex¬ 
tends his visa for as long as he likes, 
without question. The foreigners* 
demand for Vatican status is in open 
defiance of the laws of the laud. 

Ajay Virmani, Calcutta. 

MR PAIS quotes a teacher of the 
Auroville Society who complains of 
being blocked On the road while on 
his way to the Matri Mandir for 
meditation. The truth is that the 
members of the Auroville Society 
comprising mainly foreigners, who 
have been forbidden by the courts 
from interfering in the affairs of 
Auroville, had blocked the way of 
those who did not agree with their 
stand. The Indians were held up 
for 21 honrs and not three as men¬ 
tioned by Mr Pals, before they 
could' proceed for meditation under 
police protection. Mr Pais has devo¬ 
ted a major portion of his article to 
allegations by the foreigners against 
the Sri Aurobindo Society and the 
Poddar* in particular, hut he has 
made no attempt to substantiate 
them. 

Abdul Karim, Pondicherry. 

1 FULLY endorse Mr Mehra’s views, 
When I visited Pondicherry recently, 
1 went to the Auroville Information 
Centre to enquire about Auroville. 
The Curt reply I got was : "Don't 
go there and get involved In the 
affairs of foreigners.” 

S. Pudmanabhan, Trivandrum, 

THE photograph captioned “En¬ 
trance to the city of Auroville” is 
really that of the Matri Mandir un¬ 
der ((instruction in th£ centre of 
Auroville. 

P. Jagannath. Calcutta. ; 


Nothing racial 

W HILE Arthur P*ls* report was 
balanced on the whole, the 
article by Anil Mehra was one-sided. 

Mr Keshav Deo Poddar, (and dot 
Potdar, as appears in the reports) 
the businessman-turned-devotee, was 
given protection and shelter by the 
Mother after he had forsaken bis 
past. He was later given charge of 
spearheading the Auroville project. 
At the time of his incorporation into 
the Sri Aurobindo Society Mr Poddar 
had declared himself to be an indus¬ 
trialist. Clearly therefore, he has 
morally forfeited the right to use 
any longer the title “Navajata" con¬ 
ferred on him by the Mother. 

Mr Poddar was the general secre 
tary and treasurer of the Society 
when it was registered in 1960 and 
never its chairman. Also the claim 
that he took over the post after the 
Mother’s death in November 1973 at 
a hurriedly convened meeting of three 
or four members of the Executive 
Committee, seems doubtful. 

What is certainly not true Is Mr 
Mehra's statement that the conflict 
at Auroville is racial. If the Indians 
are not keen on hard work to live 
up to the ideals of Auroville, how 
can the foreigners be blamed ? They 
left their hearths and homes thou¬ 
sands of miles away to live in hard¬ 
ship and make the dream of the 
Dawn City come true. It is natural 
for them to resent the overlordship 
of the outsiders. Why do not Mr 
Pdddar, his family and associates 
live in the Spartan comfort of Auro¬ 
ville and partake of the hard work? 
Dr Karan Singh built his house in 
the ashram with the help of con 
tractors but the Matri Mandir is 
entirely an effort by the inmates. 
This kind of labour is part of. the 
spiritual aadhana envisaged by Sri 
Aurobindo and the Mother. 

The violence at Auroville was ins¬ 
tigated by the followers of Mr 
Poddar. This has been proved by 
the findings of the Tamil Nadu Gov¬ 
ernment, police, courts and state¬ 
ments recently made in Parliament. 
It Is not a racial clash. If the diag¬ 
nosis of Mr Mehra that “racial con¬ 
flict was inevitable”, is accepted, 
what of the conflict between tbe 
Indian inmates, mostly from the 
East, West and North on the one 
side, and the local Tamil population 
on tbe other ? The trouble between 
them has been brewing ever since 
Independence, Incidentally', when 
Sri Aurobindo went into political 
seclusion in 1910 in Pondicherry, it 
was the local Tamilian*, including 
great poet Subramanyam Bharati, 
who came to his aid. 

The Central Government had no 
alternative but to intervene in the 
dispute because the reputation of 
the country was in peril. > The Cen¬ 
tral and State 




ated a large sum of money for the 
JNESCO approved Project Auroville 
md there was also a large inflow of 
oreigfl mottey, >1fha -report :pf the 
>ntral Government's study team has 
onfinned that the funds were mis- 
ippropriated,by the office bearers of 
he Sri Aurobindo Society, and 
action against them is eagerly 
waited. 

Hirmal Nahar,' Calcutta. 

[ WAS astonished by the headline 
Revolt in the Ashram”, which had 
r,<> link with the story which ap 
pt-ared under it. Auroville, which is 
about live to eight miles from 
Pondicherry j$ in the territory ot 
the neighbouring Tamil Nadu and 
has a completely separate adminis¬ 
tration from that of the Sri Auro¬ 
bindo Ashram. The dispute is bet¬ 
ween the Sri Aurtfbindo Society, the 
legal custodian of Auroville, and thn 
Aurovilians. It is true that when the 
Mother was alive she was the un 
disputed head of both establish¬ 
ments, but they never merged toge¬ 
ther into one body. Since their in¬ 
ception they have always main¬ 
tained separate identities. The re 
volt has nothing to do with the 
Ashram at all. I have been fortu¬ 
nate enough to live in the Ashram 
lor almost three decades now and 
have never witnessed cveP the 
slightest signs of any revolt. 

As for the caption under the pic¬ 
ture of Sri Aurobindo’s and the 
Mother’s samadhi, “Otfly tha dead 
are in peace”, it seemed to be in 
very bad taste. Thousands of their 
j devotees, particularly those who bad 
I the rare privilege of having a'dor- 
shan of them, know that Sri Auro¬ 
bindo and the Mother would be at 
peace anywhere, at any time and in 
any state. If they have transcended 
their physical forms, it is not to' 
escape from present happenings or 
rest in peace but to reach a higher 
and profounder reason. 

Amarendra, Sri Aurobindo Ashram, 
Pondicherry. 


DRUGS are prohibited in Auroville. 
If people take them they do it 
deceitfully. I myself went around 
Aspiration and Fraternity. * The 
article says that the progress of the 
work there is tardy, but I found it 
rapid. The project Fraternity is aim¬ 
ed at providing education, training 
and employment, besides improving 
standards 1 of nutrition and hygiene of 
the pimple in the surrounding rural 
areas. Villagers and Aurovilians 
work together to produce handi¬ 
crafts, incense, handwoven cloth, 
crochet, embroideries, etc. . The resi¬ 
dents have planted over 200,400 
trees and bored 44 wells all over the 
area. These are about seven wind¬ 
mills which are still working, 100 
acres under seasonal dry-crop culti¬ 
vation, SO milch cows in the dairies 
and 1,500 chickens in the poultries. 
Pisciculture ha# also been taken up 
and the profits are spent on rural 
uplift^ The products also sell 
abroad, -■> .. ■ 

Ranieti Chatteris*, Rqrrackpur. 


The foreigners are 
innocent 

A FTER reading your reports one is 
left in ho doubt about the accusa¬ 
tions that are commonly levelled 
against the Indian Press of partiality 
and falsehood. The quotations cited by 
your reporters were complete fabri¬ 
cations and 1 challenge you to subs¬ 
tantiate any of them. 

I am an Indian settled at Auroville 
for the past six years and find the 
collective life here amidst people of 
different nationalities a wonderful ex- 
ericnce — a true aodhona. I was 
rought up in a foreign country and 
have found out, in the 33 years that 
I have spent abroad, that Indians 
are the most alienated people in 
other countries, blinded by preju¬ 
dices of caste, community and race 
and with their selfishness and greed. 
Yet thousands of them in foreign 
countries are given work, protection, 
civil liberties, opportunities to amass 
wealth, remit , their earnings back 
to India and a chance to participate 
in government. What would be the 
result if they were all to be branded 
drop-outs, degenerates and sex- 
addict.s ? 

In gratitude to the nations of the 
world where her people have found 
homes India, has opened Pondicherry 
to the world to permit the revolu¬ 
tionary experiment in human unity 
on her soil, which Auroville repre¬ 
sents. Those who have come to 
Auroville in response to this call are 
the guests of India. To revile them 
as degenerates is inhuman. In fact, 
the foreigners are more at home in 
Auroville and more eager to integrate 
themselves with the people in the 
surrounding villages, numbering 
30.000, than the Indians in the city, 
the Aurobindo Ashram and the Sri 
Aurobindo Society. 

l.akhs of rupees of Auroville 
money have been devoured by the 
Society and the money is now beitig 
used to buy the necessary influence 
in tbe police, politicians and the 
Press to subjugate the Aurovilians. 
The foreigners who reside here — 
imp women and children — get bea¬ 
ten by hired gdondas, and locked up 
on trumped up charges. The Society 
freely obtains injunctions against the 
residents in court cases on every 
conceivable charge. Enough is 
enough. It is time we shed our in- 
, decision and gave Auroville an 
honest appraisal. 

Yusuf F. Kas&am, Auroville. 

IF NOT Auroville and the Ashram.’ 
you could hatve at least spared the 
samadhi from your indecency. And 
what was the nf-ed for that false 
flashy cover title T 
Maurice Bernard, Pondicherry. 

Bold decision 

A DMITTEDLY, Air Chief Marshal 
Latif’s appointment as the next 
air chief is the boldest decision of the 
jangtn Government so far. Whether 


the appointment was merely in¬ 
cidental, as Jancrdan Thakur says in 
“Our new air chief” (SUNDAY, May 
28) or not, will be known after con¬ 
sidering the Government’s subsequent 
decisions on Muslims. The fact re¬ 
mains Muslims have not gbt their 
due. From what one has read in Mr 
Thakur's books on all the unscrupul¬ 
ous “men” in Indian politics, Muslims 
would, do well to keep their fingers 
crossed about the decision. 

M. Y. N. Atlar, Pune. 

A FEW points in Mr Thakur’s article 
need clarification. In the first place, 
Maj Gen Habibullah was never, at 
an? stage of his career, considered 
for appointment as the army chief, 
and this had nothing to do with his 
religion. In fact, when I served 
‘under him he always said he did not 
believe in working hard to reach a 
higher post and that he was an easy¬ 
going person. He was not made a 
Corps Commander or an Army Com¬ 
mander and was not promoted to the. 
rank of Lieutenant General. There 
have been many Sikh Generals in 
the Army and some of theth truly 
brilliant. Punjabis form thp bulk of 
the Army. Yet no Sikh has been 
made the Chief of Army Staff so 
far. The first Punjabi to reach the 
post would be General Malbotra. 

Mr Thakur's account of his con-, 
versation with Jawaharlal Nehru 
seems apocryphal. It is impossible to 
verify it in any case, because Mr 
Nehru is dead and there is no. official 
record of the conversation. In re¬ 
ports of this sort, all facts , stated 
should be carefully examined, as they 
otherwise appear communal. In¬ 
cidentally, Maj Gen Habibullah was 
Commandant of the National Defence 
Academy when the son of the Malay¬ 
sian Prime Minister was a cadet. The 
boy was impressed by the Com¬ 
mandant and evidently spoke very 
highly of him to his father. An 
invitation to come to Malaysia was 
later sent to the Commandant. The 
boy had even gone to the point of 
suggesting to his father that Maj 
Gen Habibullah be appointed to train 
the Malaysian Army. But a cadet Is 
always Impressed hy a commandant. 
Major T. C. Chosh, (retd), Calcutta. 

t 

SUCH articles unnecessarily stir up 
communal frenzy in our secular 
country. There is nothing surprising 
about Air Marshal Latif’s appoint¬ 
ment. Such appointments are made 
entirely on the oasis of seniority and 
professional efficiency, and Air 
Marshal LatiFs credentials were the 
strongest. 

A. M. Menon Madras. 

THE write-up was of a sort which no 
responsible journal would publish. 
My objection is to the introduction 
to the article which gave it a 
gratuilious communal slant. Such 
writing is likely to induce Army 
jawans to consider the appoint, 
went as one based on other con¬ 
siderations than merit. 

A. B. Bhattacharjee, Bombay. 
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at night, 


prepares you 
for another day. 

To cope with today's world, 
you need the extra stamina 
Viva gives you. Not only to see 
you through each day, 
hut to nourish you through 
the night as well. 

Viva builds up 
stamina for the day I 

Viva's modern formulation has 
more energy-giving malt 
and more tissue-building 
proteins. These build up 
your body powers for work 
and play. 

Viva 

restores you at night I 

A hot cup of delicious 
Viva at bedtime helps you 
relax into the proper rhythm 
of sleep and nourishes you 
until you wake up— 

Restored I 


JiL 


Jagatjit Industries Limited 

P.O. Jagatjit Nagar, Distt. Kapurthala (Punjab) 



DID YOU KNOW? 
j Doctors say that sleep 
i provides a period of 
| renewal. Physiologically, 
j sleep promotes 
j building-up processes, 
j Body repair work is 
I accomplished every time 
i there has been wear 
| and tear due to mental. 

| and physical activity. 



|! Science shows sleep as 
j a series of curves, 
j Viva helps you relax into 
{the proper rhythm of 
{ sleep. Gives you the 
j nourishment you need 
! during the night, so that 
* you wake up refreshed. 
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Courageous leader 

THE interview with Sikkim’s Chief 
I Minister Kazi Lhendup Dorjl by 
Partha Sarathl Kar, "The issue has 
been Settled far ever" (SUNDAY, 
May 28) afforded a clear picture of 
the boldness of the leader. Mr Dorjl 
is not daunted by the statements of 
the Prime Minister and yet harbours 
a healthy respect for him as the real 
bead of the country. His criticism of 
the Chogyal and the Opposition lead¬ 
ers was frank and justified. 

Prakash Kumar, Koraput. 

THE interview boosted the morale of 
those outsiders who have now settled 
down in Sikkim. Hie Chogyal and 
his supporters who want to re¬ 
establish a feudal monarchy in the 
State should stop trying to solicit 
the support of our hostile neighbours. 
The country also expects frofn Mr 
Desai, the Prime Minister, a more 
generous attitude to Sikkim. 

A. N. Shukla , Bumihat (Assam). 

She's more equal 

D . E. NIZAMUDDIN in Delhi Diary 
(SUNDAY, May 28) asks how Mrs 
Gandhi could walk into Tihar Jail and 
see her son while during her time 
the Home Ministry refused to permit 
Mr Govind Swaminathan to see his 
daughter at the Tihar Jail in similar 
circumstances when her trial was 


pending. The fact that some citizens 
are more equal than others is an 
inherent paradox of democracy which 
cannot be helped. The principle of 
equality is not stretched to the extent 
of .reducing everyone to the same 
level by a common denominator. One 
who has been the Prime Minister for 
well over a decade is entitled to a 
special consideration. 

K. Narayan, Madras. 


Poverty is the cause 

N AYANA GORADIA in “God’s men 
and God’s children" (SUNDAY, 
May 28) writes about the misbehavi¬ 
our of the pandas at Puri. In fact, 
they are not as had as the touts in 
other places of pilgrimage in India, 
They are known to lend money free 
of interest to impoverished pilgrims. 
Ms Goradia should have made 
allowance for the fact they have no 
other source of income except from 
visitors. They are not servants of 
the temple. The whole world is 
tending towards corruption in every 
sphere and the pandas represent only 
a small part of it. There is yet no 
governmental scheme to educate 
these people .or give them employ¬ 
ment. Their children are half clad 
and half fed. Ms Goradia was over¬ 
come by emotion when her husband 
declared himself to be Hari-ke-Jan. 
She ought to know that there is no 
caste bar to entering the temple at 


Puri. 

Somnath Khuntia, Puri. 

Still not free 

T HIS refers to Nayantara Sahgal's 
article "Bringihg in Akashbharati” 
(SUNDAY, May 28). The restric¬ 
tions imposed on the radio and TV 
during the Emergency arc being 
bandied about too much. Even under 
the Janata rule people in AIB were 
suspended for doing their duty dur¬ 
ing Mrs Gandhi's regime and the 
Janata Party's one year in office whs 
given wide publicity. Janata Party 
leaders are asking for fortnightly in¬ 
formation on the number of radio 
programmes broadcast on prohibition 
and even Mr Chandrashekhar, the 
Janata president, has asked how any 
Government could afford to give up 
such a powerful medium and said 
there could not be complete freedom 
for radio and TV from governmental 
control. 

All right thinking people would 
welcome the idea of an autonomous 
AIR corporation with a free hand to 
deal with its own affairs. The ‘com¬ 
mittee appointed to report on the 
re-structuring of AIR suggested that 
the Station Managers should only 
have essential staff and he responsible 
for organising listening groups in 
their own areas. But how would 
the local factor count if the pro¬ 
gramme policy itself is decided at a 
higher level? 

D. Ramadutta , Bangalore. 


1 Now at Nawsstands 
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JANATA PARTY 

The first fortnight of June saw the Janata Party under great strain. Rai Narain addressed Pres* 
conferences for ten days running at which he denounced his Party chief Chahdrashekhar Whu 

in th \ PartY ? KEWAL VARMA s *ys P*nic ^soyertak'mgthe^Janau ^Partv 
8. MOHAN writes on the Strategy of the Jana Sangh faction in the power name and a Pi n 
msider explains why Charan Singh and Chandrashekhar fell out. P 9 ° BL ° 





itxevuti^y 'KM*** ■fjM'rSi.m- M^hra- at a '^tkmr ■ 

sms if has ; trLJ y • m Rai * 6ram ha * tfe« ?! the body >£/ 




'T'HE Janata Party is carrying a death wish. WUh 
1 every ; «a sing day, the drift in the Party, leading 
towards its break-up, is becoming more . and more ' 
difficult to reverie. It may be difficult to predict when 
precisely this agony will be over. That would depend on 
many factors, including among others, various astrolog¬ 
ers’ tips on the auspicious timing jfor the fateful act 
What makes the situation appear hopeless is that 
factional infighting and the fast erosion of political sup¬ 
port for the Janata are now interacting on each other. 
It is not accidental that the present phase of intense 
infighting began almost simultaneously with the Party’s 
defeat in the Assembly elections in Andhra, Karnataka 
and Maharashtra. Since then, there has been no let-up 
and every new by-election defeat of the Janata Party 
makes the infighting acute; . The Janata Party follows 
the normal practice of reacting to setbacks by Indulging 
in fault finding, mutual acrimony and then splits, if the 
body organism is not adequately hardened. 


The seeds of the break-up of the Janata Party were 
present when it was born. Not many believed that it 
would survive a full term of the Lok Sabha. The 
irrepressible Jana Sangh ideologue, Dr Subnamaniam 
Swamy within hours of the historic victory last year 
declared that the new experiment would not last for 
more than nine months. Even before the poll victory, a 
more mature leader, Mr Chandrashekhar, had said that 
the Janata Was an instrument of restoring democracy 
According to him, at that time it was unfit in form to be 
used as an instrument of social change which would be 
needed once the dust of the Emergency had settled 
down. Hits was seen to be the case even in the very 
first acts of the Janata Party after the victory—be it 
election of the Prime Minister, selection of Ministers or 
the distribution of portfolios. The formal dissolution of 
the erstwhile constituents and launching of the Party in 
May, 1977 did not improve matters. The distribution of 
tickets in the Assembly elections later last year and then 
the formation of Ministries in the States gave enough 
signs of stresses and strains in the Party. But the 
overwhelming impact of victory helped the Party absorb 
these shocks. 



It is true that all the constituents of the Janata had 
a common experience in the 19 months under the 
Emergency when most of their leaders were together 
in jail, but 19 months was perhaps too brief a period 
to evolve a common political ethos. The Congress had 
evolved its ethos in the course of the long national 
movement for freedom. Many years spent together in 
jail helped Congressmen rip off their blunt edges. Even 


groups, like the communists and the socialists broke 
away from the Congress after Independence. On the 
other hand the Janata had far lass..time and none to 
match the towering leadership of the Mahatma to evolve 
common bonds, except thejr hatred for Mrs Gandhi, In 
many constituents the negative feature of their hatred 
for Mrs Gandhi may even he a stronger raison d'etre 
than the commitment to democracy. ; Such a basic 
negativism cannot keep people united for too long, A 
positive ideology is a more durable basis of unity. 

Before they merged to form a Party, the three main 
constituents of the Janata, the Jana, San#,, the BLD 
and the dualists, represented strong sectional interests. 


or the kulaks, and the socialists stood for the maimy 
urban and white-collar interests. Old habits die hard. 
These Parties had been far too long in this game of 
promoting sectional interests to torgel them when they 
captured the levers of power. No doubt they have 
often been making moves of mature statesmanship but 


they have i 
arrived at wi 


mved to he opportunistic alliances, 
e sole aim of sobner than later outs¬ 


marting the tetri-wary alty. The only qdd men out in, 
this game ard the Congressmen in Janata who had been 
trained in a, different tradition. During the freedom 
movement ney were trained to represent broadly all 


Raj Narain and, Morarjt Desai at a puja ; There art two. 
theories about Raj Naraki’s attack on Chandrashekhar. 
One says the real target is the PM and the other that 
by diverting the attach to the Party chief, Raj Naraht 
is preventing a Charon Singh-Morar]i clash. 

classes and sections and not to promote the interests of 
any one section so aggressively as to alienate others. It 
is this basic conflict of political approaches which is 
showing up to split the Janata Party. It is, therefore, 
not accidental that the dividing line in the Janata Party 
should be between Congressmen, whether pre-or posi- 
1969, and the other constituents. Behind the apparent 
clash of personalities and ambitions lies the basic con¬ 
flict of two political approaches. 

Chaudhury Charaii Singh has obviously taken the 
initiative in forcing the pace which is leading the Janata 
towards the split. Interestingly, the styles of function¬ 
ing of Mr Charan Singh end Mrs Gandhi have many 
features in common. Like Mrs Gandhi, Mr Singh has a 
cynical disregard for the norms of the ways in which a 
democratic Party is expected to function. Like Mts 
Gandhi in October-December last year, Mr Charan Singh 
is running a parallel ‘high command'. Mrs Gandhi re 
signed from her Party's High Command, so did the 
Chaudhury Sahib. He is also trying to imitate her in 
camouflaging a simple power struggle with populist 
slogans—in his statement from the sickbed he dragged in 
“the Blrlas and the Tatas” who Were conspiring against 
him. Those who know him well believe that the biggest 
regret of his life is that when it comes down to clamp¬ 
ing down a regime like the Emergency, he will not be 
able to Improve upon what Mrs Gandhi did. The other 
side of the picture is that he shares with Mis Gandhi 
some rare qualities of leadership. In the Haryana-UP- 
Bihar belt he has articulated a new social force, the 
sturdy intermediate castes of peasant-proprietors. 
Though he keeps the interests of rich farmers upper 



The countdown : 

A blow-by-blow account 


T HE first signs that yet another 
crisis was about to overtake 
the Janata -Party were noted by 
Kewal Varma, Delhi bureau chief 
of the Business Standard, who has 
done this week's cover story. Iu a 
despatch on May 27, Varma pre¬ 
dicted that the BLD would go on, 
the offensive now. This was exactly 
10 days before Raj Narain came 
out with the statement that the 
present national executive of the 
Party was 'ad hoc’ and should go. 
Raj Narain’s offensive and the 
muck-raking that has followed has 
created such a piquant situation 
that while the Party General Secre¬ 
tary has had to say helplessly: “It 
is very difficult to maintain disci¬ 
pline in a democratic Party like 
ours," the Indian Express carried 
an angry editorial demanding; “The 
stage has come when the Health 
Minister must be asked either to 
shut up or resign.” A perusal of 
the day-today developments in the 
Janata Party will show why such 
reactions may not have been ex¬ 
treme after all. 

Jane 5: (the day Morarji Desai 
left on his foreign tour); After a 
meeting with Charan Singh, recupe¬ 
rating at the AHMS, Raj Narain 
says Party President Chandrashekhar 
and other members of the National 
Executive and the CPB of the Party 
should go as ‘the ad hoc committees 
, have outlived their tenure'. A con¬ 
ference of Party MPs, MLAs and 
workers should be convened to elect 
a new executive. He says Chandra¬ 
shekhar has bungled in not making 
adequate arrangements for bolding 
organisational elections. 

In Lucknow, Mr Ram Dhan accu¬ 
ses top Party leaders of fanning 
castelsm and says the main interest 
of the BLD aftd Jana Sangh fac¬ 
tions in the Pa try is not to serve 
the people but to get maximum 
benefits for themselves. 


In Patna, JP calls for the second 
phase of the Total Revolution and, 
says the Janata Party is going the 
way of the Congress. 

Jane 6i Raj Narain says the top 
men in the Party are carrying it on 
their old and tired shoulders. Chan¬ 
drashekhar refuses to comment on 
Raj Narain’s remarks and says he 
will not take any disciplinary action 
against him. Mr Raj Narain, he says, 
is a ‘special man’ and adds; “The 
Janata is a special Party. No Set 
rules apply to it.” Mr Rabi Ray, 
Party General Secretary, points out 
that at the last meetinj of the 
National Executive, the Party Pre¬ 
sident had offeCted to resign along 
with his general secretaries but had 
been asked to carry on till the 
Party elections. 

In Lucknow, UP Janata dissident 
leader S. P. Malaviya asks for 
guidelines from the Party defining 
indiscipline and says; "Criticising 
the Government by any member 
cannot be termed discipline by any 
standards-" Moti Lai Dehlavl, Hari- 
Jan Janata MLA, criticises Ram 
Dhan’s statement and says Ram 
Dhan has lost his mental balance 
8fter being defeated for the second 
time in one year by Ram Naresh 
Yadav. 

Jane ?: Raj Narain says there are 
two groups in the Janata—one which 
had always fought the Congress and 
another which joined the Parte' 
after the Emergency was revoked. 
He says those who supported Mrs 
Gandhi during the Presidential elec¬ 
tion of Mr Girt were opportunists 
and cowards who were afraid of 
leaving Mrs Gandhi and wanted to 
"run the Congress as a joint stock 
company for mutual benefit”. When 
asked Why he was not quitting the 
National Executive, he says: "Why 
should I resign? I will make the en¬ 
tire lot sink with me,” He says he 


had secured 35.000 forms for enrol¬ 
ment of members hut asks : “What 
use is such a small: number of forms 
for people of my political back¬ 
ground f u 

In Srinagar. Biju Patnaik claims that 
the “Big three" were making up. 
In London Morarji Desai saw he 
was not worried about the Janata 
Party instability matters. 

June R: Speaking to pressmen after 
meeting Charan Singh at the 
AHMS Raj Narain says Chandra- 
shekhar’s participation in the Narora 
‘political conference’ was the ‘height 
of indiscipline’. He wants to know 
if Chandrashekhar has reached the 
conclusion that the Party has ceased 
to exist and is on the lookout for 
poh'tical support in ‘Narora type 
camps’. He says matters in the 
Janata Party have ’gone back to the 
stage when its five constituent units 
bad not yet unified to forge one 
political Party and when every con¬ 
stituent was a separate political 
Party’.. He says Chandrashekhar’s 
claim that the Executive had exten¬ 
ded his tenure was a ‘ludicrous act 
of political immorality’ since the 
Executive had been nominated by 
the Party President. Asked why he 
wasn’t having a dialogue with Chan¬ 
drashekhar, Raj Narain says there 
is no way he can do that .since 
Chandrashekhar does not take bis 
words seriously. Charan Singh lea¬ 
ves the AnMS today for rest in the 
tourist resort Suraj Kund with Raj 
Narain claiming that the Chaudhuri 
is “in full form, even politically”. 

In Narora, Chandrashekhar says 
the Party is above personalities. “It 
does not matter if some of us go." 

Jnne »: Speaking at the first poli¬ 
tical conference of the Maharashtra 
unit of the Janata Party, Chandra¬ 
shekhar assures the delegates that 
the Party would not split. L. K. 


most in bis scheme of things, he does it so skilfully that must be turning in his grave at the turn of caste 

poor peasants of these castes are also with him solidly, politics. He wanted an alliance of intermediate castes 

Here he is again like Mrs Gandhi who did little for with Harijans and minorities but what is happening is an 

Harijans but still had their blind support. alliance of the Harijan and minorities with : the upper 

castes against the intermediate-castes. 

One big difference between Mr Charan Singh and 

Mrs Gandhi is that whereas he, is principally a class; It is because ■■of-Mr Charan ..Singh's- .Strength that /file; 
leader of north Indian peasants, Mrs Gandhi is a national Jana Sangh forged: an alliance «nth Mm. but .-there is. 
leader who in a geographical sense, has moved far, far something unnatural about this alliance since there' is a 

beyond Mr Charan Singh’s cow belt. Because of bis baste incompatibility’ : between the BLD and toe Jaaa 

strong political base, he acts as a magnet, like Mrs ' Sangh. Whereas the Jana Sangh stands for the solidarity 
Gandui, to attract wavering and opportunistic political of Hindusoctety, the BLD is fragmenting Hindu society 
elenwnts. This explains why the Jana Sangh is with on caste-classlines. But tle Jana sangh in its opportune, 
him and why the Socialists are gravitating towards him. tic power game of capturing a few Ministerial posts here 

and there is cutting -its, very toots in the heartland of 
To the case of the socialists, particularly the the Hindi belt. As a hedge .ugssuat itt opportunism,-the 

Lohiaites. it is Mr Charan Singh’s hold on the inter- Jana Sangh know trying to ride two horses, together 

mediate castes that attracts them. Poor Lohiai He Ibis is apparent from the lafestsomersault of the Saogb 



Advanl asks tbe Party President to 
put a moratorium of three year* on 
public expression of differences 
aitfong Party leaders. S. M. Josbl, 
State Party chief, said there was 
no point in denying the fact that 
there are differences in the Party. 

In New Delhi, Krishna Kant 
warns Charan Singh to beware of 
his friends ; “Some Of his lieutenants 
are reducing him to the position of 
a factional leader." Rebutting Raj 
Narain’s charge against Congress¬ 
men who voted for Mr Girl in 1969, 
he reminds Raj Narain that the 
BKD' led by Chares Singh also 
voted for Mr GIri. He adds, how¬ 
ever; “Mr Raj Narain is a likeable 
friend." Erstwhile members of the 
CFD, who have set up a “Forum 
for Democratic Ideals” headed by 
D. N. Tiwari (A cose associate of 
Jagjivan Ram, reiterate that they 
will hold a convention of their 
members in July. 

In Patna, two Janata MLAs, Arun 
Kumar Sinha and Ram Ratan Sinha, 
demand that Raj Narain be expell¬ 
ed because he is trying to break 
the Party. 

June 10: Sunder Singh Bhandarl, 
prominent leader of the erstwhle 
Jana Sangh, clarifies the present 
stand of the Jana Sangh faction. He 
says the situation in U.P. “was in 
a bad shape” and the Jana Sangh 
group will be willing to consider 
removing Ram Naresh Yadav in the 
interest of the State's administra¬ 
tion. He accepts that the BLD and 
the Jana Sangh came to Sn 'arran¬ 
gement' when Chief Ministers, were 
chosen last year—the first time any 
senior leader of the two factions 
has publicly admitted this. How¬ 
ever, Bhandari adds that there it 
no in-built continuity and. “none of 
us can take each other for granted 
in our respective designs”. He re¬ 
jects Baj Narain’s accusation that 
the present National Executive is 
illegal. Differences in the Party, he 
says, were personal and involved no 
policy or principle. Bhandari also 
makes it clear that the Jana Sangh 
faction will not support any no-con¬ 
fidence motion against Morarji 
Desai. ■% 

In Bombay, Piioo Mody comments. 


"It ha* been difficult to locate the 
centre of power in Delhi all these 
days end that is why the prime 
Minister’s absence has not signi¬ 
ficantly changed the position.’’ He 
says the Janata has become a Party 
of snipers having a “feast of the 
fruits of office.’’ 

Jane 12: In New York, Atal Behari 
Vajpayee praises-. Morarji Desai : 
“We are happy to have him as our 
leader.!’ 

In New Delhi, after a meeting 
with Charan Singh, Raj Narain says 
Chandrashekbar is not the legiti¬ 
mately elected President of the 
Janata Party. He claims that at the 
time of the election of the Prime 
Minister last year, he “had clinched 
the deal in Mr Desai’s favour” by 
producing a letter from Charan 
Singh withdrawing his candidature 
in favour of Desai and adds : “That 
was also the beginning of my prob¬ 
lems with Babu Jagjivan Ram. “Re 
refuses to join issue with S. S. 
Bhandari. 

In Calcutta, Piioo Mody says Raj 
Narain, has no authority to question 
Chandrashekhar’s Party post because 
he owed his position in the Cabinet 
to being a ’stooge’ of Charan Singh. 
He says Chanarashekhar was at 
least chosen by a consensus and 
asked: “Who chose Raj Narain?” 

June IS: Kuldip Nayar reports in 
the Indian Express that a showdown 
is imminent in the Janata Party and 
that the Jana Sangh faction may 
fire the first salvo by asking for 
action against Raj Narain. 

In Lucknow, Mohan Singh, State 
General Secretary, accuses Bhandari 
of trying to create “chaos, indisci¬ 
pline and instability In UJP”. 

In Jaipur, Raj Narain claims that 
90 per cent of conscientious Party 
workers agree with him that Chan- 
draahekhar is indulging in anti- 
Party activities Asked whether he 
wanted dtsdpBaary action against 
the Party chief, he snaps: “This is a 
political issue- It will be dealt with 
politically.” 

In Simla, Amrit Nahata says a 
troup of 20 MPs want Chandrashe- 
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Raj Narain and Piioo Mody : Piioo ■ 
wants to know who chose Raj 
Narain for a ministership 

fchar to quit his Party post as they 
feel he is wasting his time in a Party 
which has no sense of direction. 

June 14: Raj Narain charges tbe 
Party leadership with enrolment at 
bogus members. He says tbe Party 
has become a laughing stock be¬ 
cause of incidents like the inclusion 
in the Meerut district committee ot 
a prisoner facing a murder charge. 
He says there will be no peace in 
the Party until issues raised by 
Charan Singh in his letter resigning 
from Party posts are tackled. 

In Bombay, H. N. Bahuguna say* 
the amalgam of a freedom fighter 
like Morarji Desai and a loader of 
the youth tike Chandrashekbar' 
means stability and progress for the 
country. 

In Chandigarh, Krishna Kant j 
Charges the Jana Sangh-BLD com- > 
bine is crudely attempting to 
take over the Janata Party and the , 
Government. He says the situation 
is very serious as Charan Singh’s 
men speak after “hours of consulta¬ 
tion” with him. 

June 15: Devi Lai repeats Raj 
Narain’s demand made 10 days ear-,' 1 
tier that Chandrashekbar must step 
down. •), 

Raj Narain says .Charan Singh : 
fully approves of his statements on j 
Party affairs. He refutes Krishna ; 
Kant’s charge that his attack on 1 
Chandrashekbar was a veiled attempt , 

at attacking Morarji Desai. ! 

■ 


as they are pledging support for the time being to tbe 
Morarji-Chandrashekhar team at tbe Centre. 

According to insiders, the Jana Sangh’s game is 
deep. In their judgement, there Will have to. be a , 
mid-term poll by next year. Before that they want to 
capture the Pafty presidentship. Despite jtg temporary 
support s tbe MorariJChandrashekhar team, the Jana ' 
Sangh has not dropped -its demand, of organisation elec- 
tionsio October. The Jana Sangh managers feel that 
present posture will enable them to secure un¬ 
animity or maximum support for their nominee for 
Party presidentship, who will be either Mr Atal Behari 
Vajpayee or -Mr L, K. Advani. The -Jana Sangh is very 
keen' on carrying the, heritage of the Janata which, it 
thinks. Will help it live down its communal sectarian 


A S for Mr Charan Singh, be is gunning at Mr 
Chandrashekbar but his real target is Mr Morarji 
Desai, for his eyes are on the Prime Ministership. The 
strength of Mr Charan Singh is that he has managed to 
get his base consolidated. He has also ensured that the 
political base of his adversaries within the Janata is 
banded over to Mrs Gandhi. Today, in the Hindi belt, 
only the intermediate castes are with the Janata, the 
other castes and sections have become so hostile to it 
that they are fast moving towards Mrs Gandhi. If this 
process Is not checked, soon Mr Charan Singh’s adversa¬ 
ries in the Janata will be reduced to paper tigers and 
in the Hindi belt, only two leaders will be left—Mrs 
Gandbi and Mr Charan Singh. 

However, Mr Charan Singh’s adversaries still have! 
a'chance to outmanepuvre him, , but whether they will 

. 15 ? 


Run silent, run deep 
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B* MOHAN analyses the strategy of the 
•Jana Sangh faction and says it is in their 
tpng-term interest to maintain tension 
between the warring factions in the Janata 
Party. 


T HE battle for the leadership of the Janata Party 
being fought by Mr Charan Singh, through his 
lieutenant Mr Raj Narain, may or may not succeed. Mr 
' Chandrashekhar, who is busy working out an effective. 
Strategy with his friends to face the battle, may conti¬ 
nue to be the President of the Party. But in this un¬ 
certainty one thing is dear: whatever losses or gains 
the groups aligned with Mr Charan Singh and Mr Chan- 
drasnekhar make, a third group stands to benefit consi¬ 
derably from the battle. This is the group of the 
former Jana Sangh members In the Janata Party. 

The former Jana Sangh leaders are not taking an 
active part in this battle. It is not because they are not 
interested in it. Their interest is as deep as that of any 
other constituent of the Party, because they know that 
their future depends on the direction of the battle and 
the results it will produce. Their role in the battle seems 
to be dearly defined. As one of these leaders confided 
to me, their group is following the policy of "no perma¬ 


nent friend and no permanent enemy". It is this posi¬ 
tion that has helped this group to make more gains 
irorn the battle. The longer the battle the better it is 
for its leaders. 

The main reason why ttie Jana Sangh has adopted 
a low profile is. that its leaders are interested more in 
consolidating the position of their group at the lower 
rungs of the Party. Perhaps only a few know that this 
group has during the last , one vear created a strong 
political base at the district and State levels. It is this 
base which the group leaders know will help them not 
only to survive any political crisis but also establish 
their supremacy over the Janata Party in the years to 
come. It is not that other constituents of the Party are 
not aware of this growing strength of the Jana Sangh, 
m close alliance with the RSS, but the perpetual battle 
for leadersliip has left them no time to deal with this. 

Another reason why the Jana Sangh lias adopted a 
defensive posture is that because of its dose, association 
with the RSS it has always been called a disruptive 
force. Till recently some of the top leaders of other 
constituents of the Janata Party used to make a vitriolic 
attack on the Jana Sangh and the RSS. Mrs Indira 
Gandhi still continues to say that the Janata Parly Is 
composed mainly of RSS men who believe in the dis¬ 
integration of the country. According to some Jana 
Sangh men, their group in the Janata Party does not 


Vajpayee, who is casting himself in the image of Nehru, with children 
Ministers of the erstwhile Jana Sangh have the brightest image 


There is no doubt that the Union 




want tt> precipitate things by taking sides in the battle. 
It is feared that the charge against it may be proved 
true if the group with its about 90 M.P.s decides to sup¬ 
port either Mr Charan Singh or Mr Chandrashekhar. 
The chances are that the Party may break up without 
giving it any control over the levers of power. 

All constituents of the Janata Party today know 
that they cannot disturb the power structure at the 
Centre whether they work individually or collectively. 
The worst position is that of the Congress for Democracy 
which has only 12 M.P.s in Parliament. Both Mr 
Jagjivan Ram and Mr H. N. Bahuguan are thoroughly 
dissatisfied with the place they have been given in the 
power structure though they can rightly claim that it is 
their group which had made the maximum contribution 
to the emergence of the Janata Party as the ruling 
Party. But their position today is such that they cannot 
do anything but support the groups against Mr Charan 
Singh. The recent statement of Mr Bahugutia given 
to the Indian Express in Bombay supporting Mr Chan¬ 
drashekhar should be seen in this light. His followers 
had also supported the Chandrashekhar faction against 
the BLD-Jana Sangh combine during the no-confidence 
motion against TJ.P.’s Chief Minister. 

The Socialists in the Party also do not have enough 
M.P.s to influence the developments in their favour. 
What makes their position ineffective is the fact that 
while one section supports Mr Charan Singh the other 
has aligned itself with Mr Chandrashekhar. Even if they 
combine, they cannot be more than 50 ih strength 
which is a hopelessly small number to help achieve any 
definite political aim. The Congress (0) MPs are also 
a handful in number. Bu f they are not at all interested 
in the present struggle because they are in an already 
comfortable position. They have developed a selfish 
interest in the maintenance of the status quo, though 
not for the same reasons as behind the Jana Sangh s 
low profile. 

Now we are left with the BLD and the Jana Sangh. 
It is said that in the present circumstances not more 
than 55 M.P.s would like to support Mr Charan Singh 
if he decides to go out of the Party or to have a show¬ 
down with his rival group. Even if the BLD emerges 
successful in the showdown, though a showdown is a re¬ 
mote possibility, it can do so only with the support of the 
Jana Sangh which will not be forthcoming unless things 
become so desperate that the very survival of the Jana 
Sangh is threatened. 

The Jana Sangh leaders are today maintaining close 
contacts with both the Chandrashekhar and Charan 
Singh factions. This is in line with the policy that they 
do not have permanent enemies or permanent friends. 
They have made it clear that they do not want any 
change in the Government or the Party. They scotched 
the move to remove the Prime Minister; by praising him 
sky high as the most able leader. Similarly they would 
oppose, any move to dislodge Mr Charan Singh or Mr 
Chandrashekhar. The tributes Mr Atal Bebari Vajpayee 
paid to Mr Charan Singh while campaigning for the 
Janata Party candidate in the Atamgarh by-election are 
still fresh. He also said that Mr Charan Singh would 
be persuaded to withdraw his resignation from the Na¬ 
tional Executive and the Parliamentary Board of the 
Party. On the other hand, only-some days ago, Mr L. 
K. Advam speaking at Pune paid a similar tribute to Mr 
Chandrashekhar. He described the Janata Party Presi¬ 
dent as a "symbol of harmony” and an "epitome of pati¬ 
ence." 

It was as part of its policy that the Jana Sangh did 
not allow Mr Chandrashekhar's followers to oust from 
power persons like Mr Devi Lai, Mr Shanta Kumar, 
and Mr Naresh Yadav.' The Jana Sangh leaders know 
that once the changers' strategy was allowed to succeed, 
it would set in motion a process which will seriously 
jeopardise ihe present stability at the Centre, besides 
grievously harming th s long-term interests of j their 
group, In the first fortnight of Jude they met both Mr 
Chandrashekhar and Mr Charan Singh In a bid to re¬ 



duce the tension their rivalry has Caused. However, 
they are not interested in ending the rivalry because 
that too would affect their long-term strategy. An active 
role is being played by Mr Nanaji Deshmukh and Mr L. 
K. Advani. While Mr Raj Narain is mobilising the 
support of the BLD and a section of socialists in some 
States. Mr Chandrashekhar and his friends are trying 
to consolidate their position with the help of old Con¬ 
gressmen and Socialists. They would welcome some tacti¬ 
cal support from thhe Jana Sangh- 

The Narora camp and the visit of Mr Chandra¬ 
shekhar to Jaipur to meet the Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Mr B. S. Shekhawat, should be seen in this light. 

When the leaders of the rival factions claim that 
the Janata Party will not break up or split, the reason 
is not that some political ideology and philosophy binds 
them together or they are united in some political action 
despite their glaring differences and conflicting interests. 
The reason is that the equation that has developed bet¬ 
ween different constituents based on their political in¬ 
terests will hot allow them to fall aoart. Each constitu¬ 
ent knows that the break up of the Party will mean wil¬ 
derness for it, no matter what strength it enjoys today.- 
The Jana Sangh knows this truth much better than 
others. That is why it is making the most of the situation. 

IS 
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Stop bad breath... 
fight tooth decay with 
Colgate Dental Cream 


Brush your teeth with 
Colgate after every meal 
It protects you just the 
way dentists recommend 
all over the world. 

Bacteria grow in food 
particles left between your 
teeth. These can cause 
bad odour, and later- 
painful decay. 

So always bfushthe 
Colgate way right after 
eating. It's proven most 
effective to freshen your 
breath, whiten your teeth 
and fight decay. 


For cleaner, fresher breath 
and whltar teeth more people 
buy Colgate than 
any other toothpaste 
in the world I 


How Colgate's trusted 
formula works 


Odour and decay 
causing bacteria 
grow in food 

g articles trapped 
atween your 
teeth. 


r^rr v‘\ t - Colgate's unique 
!4SP •••'.. St’ active foam 

“£.| reaches deep — 



remove dangerous 
food particles .... 
and bacteria. 

The result: 

attractive white 
teeth, fresh 
breath confidence, 
protection against 
decay. 


Qitly a dentist can give you 

better dental care. 












A BLD insider lists the contradictions 
between Mr Charon Singh end Mr 
Chandrashekhar. He says Mr Chandra- 
shefchar Is responsible for the present 
discord in the Party. 

r T'HE contradictions between the Union Home Minis- 
s ter, Chowdhary Cbaran Singh and the Janata 
Party President, Mr Chandrasbekhar, do not have 
any historical background. The present antagonism 
is a result of the developments in the past year. 

The Chowdhary had wholeheartedly supported 
Mr Chandrashekhar’s appointment as the Party chief 
and entertained high hopes about the organisation’s 
future under Mr Chandrashekhar’s stewardship. But 
the hopes were soon dashed and Mr Charan Singh 
became suspicious of Mr Chandrashekhar’s inten¬ 
tions. 

When the names of Janata Party candidates for 
the U.P. Vidhan Sabha elections were being finalised, 
Mr Chandrasbekhar made arbitrary changes in the 
list made by the Chowdhary. The seeds of distrust 
between the two leaders were sown. It is possible 
that while amending the U.P. list the Janata Party 
chief bore no malice towards the Union Home Minis¬ 
ter, but this action of his made Mr Charan Singh feel 
that Mr Chandrashekhar was ganging up with his 
traditional enemies — Mr Chandra Bhanu Cupta and 
Mr Hcmavati Nandan Babuguna. 

The erstwhile Jana Sangh had backed Mr 
Chandrashekhar at this juncture. In fact some Jana 
Sangh leaders went to the extent of saying in public 
that they were backing Mr Chandrashckhar’s moves 
in order to cut the Chowdhary to size. 

After this incident, Chowdhary Charan Singh felt 
isolated and lonely. Taking advantage of the situa¬ 
tion. certain misenievious people instilled in him a 
persecution complex. Soon after the June 1977 
election results. Mr Charan Singh entered into an 
alliance with the erstwhile Jana Sangh to corner as 
many Chief Ministerships as possible for the BLD 
Jana Sangh combine. Mr Chandrashekhar and his 
Leftist friends have been unhappy with the Chow- 
dhary for this and recently Mr. Krishna Kant has gone, 
on' record saying that Mr Charan Singh’s political 
prowess was being misused by Mr Raj Narain and 
the. Jana Sangh. But do the so-called Leftists have 
any right to comment on Mr Cbaran Singh's political 
alliances? Are they not directly responsible for 
driving him into the hands of the Jana Sangh ? 

- - s 

Whenever dissidents have reared their heads in 
the States, Mr Chandrashekhar has done precious 
little to discipline them. It is perhaps no coincidence 
’that demands for change in the JLP leaderships have 
arisen only in the States where the Chief Ministers 
were handpicked by the Chowdhary — U.P., Haryana, 
and Bihar. The Party chief never hesitated to enter¬ 
tain the "pro-changers', without even questioning their 
credentials. It is likely that considerations of inner- 
Party democracy stopped Mr Chandrashekhar from 
pulling up the dissidents, but he should have realised 
that it Governments are allowed to be toppled in the 
States, it may nave a chain reaction and affect the 
stability at fhe Centre as Well, 



The Grea test’ _ ________ 

It is a pity that Mr Charan Singh and Mr 
Chandrashekhar do not see eye to eye. Both have 
the reputation of being ‘clean’ — a rarity among 
politicians. Had they worked together, it would 
have been beneficial both for the nation and the 
Janata Party. Those who are acting as the Chowdhary’s 
‘agents' would have found no place under the sun if 
the Home Minister and the Party chief had worked 
together. Alas, that was not to be. 

Mr. Chandrashckhar's friends are to blame for 
the present state of affairs. They fed him the idea that 
because he was JP’s personal choice for the Party 
presidentship, he should be in the vanguard of the 
anti-Chowdhary forces. Both. Mr Charan Singh and 
Mr Chandrashekhar are surrounded by people who 
arc poles apart from them in their outlook. Mr 
Chandrashekhar is in fact surrounded by the most 
unscrupulous elements in the Janata Party, who are on 
the look-out for a short-cut to power. 

Mr Charan Singh’s recent statement, in which he 
has raised sonic ideological questions, has created a 
healthy atmosphere. An ideological debate was great¬ 
ly needed in the Party. The logical culmination of 
the present dispute and the questions raised by the 
Chowdhary would be the removal of both Mr Morarji 
Desai and Mr Chandrasbekhar from their respective 
positions. 

Mr Chandrashekhar should make up his differ¬ 
ences with the Chowdhary. He nur’ r plain to his 
friends that Mr Charan Singh is lit- a wild stream, 
whose. prowess if harnessed, can be beneficial m the 
nation and the Party. Otherwise, the wiM shram's 
fury has destructive potentials. If the ! mata Party 
does not utilise the Chowdhary properly, then it will 
be easy for Mrs Indira Gandhi to re-establish her 
authoritarian rule. 
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The Janata believes in a policy 
of benign neglect' 


In an exclusive interview, MiNOO MASANI 
tells OLGA TELLIS why he quit as the Chair¬ 
man of the Minorities Commission. Mr 
Masani was appointed the Chairman for a 
three-year term when the commission was 
set up i n March. _ 

Q During your visits to Delhi in the last three 
months did you get the impression that the present 
Government was more interested in playing politics than 
in solving the problems of the minorities ? 

A : The Government showed great interest in the 
Minorities Commission .it the time of its establishment 
but, once it was established, they lost interest in it and 
adopted what Mr. Daniel Moynihan in another context 
described as “benign neglect”, though it was not all that 
benign. I would not go so far as to say that they were 
playing politics in this matter. They were perhaps 
serious about the problems of the minorities in principle, 
but after all the proof of the pudding is in the eating, 
isn’t it ? 

Q: If Mr. Charan Singh, the Home Minister, to 
whose Ministry your commission was treated as an 
“attached office”, had not fallen ill and been hospitalised, 
do you think f hat it would have made any difference ? 

A. : One of those ‘ifs’ of history : It is difficult to 
say, but it is quite possible that if Mr. Charan Singh 
had been functioning normally things might not have 
come to this sad pass. 

Q: Are you implying that besides Mr. Charan 
Singh (he others were not genuinely concerned about 
the urgency of finding solutions to the minorities ques¬ 
tion? 

A : That, 1 fear, would be jumping to a conclusion: 
there are two reasons why 1 gave the answer 1 did. The 
first is that it was|Mr. Charan Singh, as Hume Minister, 
through whom the Government’s invitation to us to join 
the commission had come and Tie might have felt a per¬ 
sonal responsibility to put things right. The other, let’s 
face it, is that he is a man who knows his mind and gets 
things done. It his abseuce, the Prime Minister neither 
put things right nor had 'he courtesy to reply to our 
letters. 

Q Why do you think the Government did not 
[ seek your advice on the issue of the Aligarh Muslim 
• University (Amendment) Bill they were introducing in 
Parliament ? 

A : 1 don’t really know what happened behind the 

scenes. I did get the impression that the Law Ministry 
was particularly worried about the possibility of the 
, Muslim character of the university being recognised. 

. They were obsessed by the judgment of the Suprenie 
Court in what is known as the A zee/ Basha case, which 
had ruled to the contrary. I have reason to believe that 
the derision not to consult the commission was not the 
derision of the Education Ministry but that of the Cabi- . 
net as a whole. That, of course, makes things much 
| worse. 

Q : Can you give some indication about what 
conclusions you have come to in the report that the 
commission adopted at the meeting in Bombay an-May 25 
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and 26 on this subject? : v 

A: I am afraid I cannot answer that because it would 
not be proper as our report Is with the Government and 
it is for them to publish it. We, in fact, have pressed 
the Government that the report should be placed on 
the table of both Houses of Parliament on the opening 
day of the next session which I understand will be in 
the middle of July. I am afraid you will have to wait 
till then for the contents of the report. 

QSuppose you had not resigned as chairman, 
what in your view are the kinds of things the commis¬ 
sion should have dealt with ? 

A : Oh, there is so much to be done. For instance, 
there is the important subject of the Urdu language. 
Then there is a wide subject of discrimination in the 
fields of education and employment. There are the. 
problems of the Adivasis and the Harijans. These are 
problems in which I have been interested since I was 
chairman of the United Nations Sub-Commission on the 
Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection of 
Minorities as far back as the early Fifties, The Minori¬ 
ties Commission could have done so much useful research 
and work in these and other fields. I feel deeply dis 
appointed that I have been denied the opportunity of 
contributing towards a solution of these vital national 
problems. 

Q: In your statement to the Press on May 30 you 
referred to the fact that at almost every turn the com¬ 
mission was stymied by some rule thrown at it and by 
being told to get the sanction of some bureaucrat or the 
other. Would you care to give an example ? 

A : Well. I’ll give a rather ludicrous example. 
When on May 8 the Vice-Chancellor of Aligarh 
Muslim University and the deputation he led motored up 
all the way from Aligarh to testify before us, we 
naturally asked them to stay on and have lunch with 
us as our guests. This appeared to irk some officials. 
Also, horror of horrors, the tea at the India Inter¬ 
national Centre where we held our meeting cost Rs. 1.50 
per head, while it would appear that, according to 
Finance Ministry rules, not more than Re. 1.00 per head 
can be spent on tea or coffee without the prior approval 
of the Finance Ministry. The secretary of the commis¬ 
sion was therefore told to advise me as chairman of the 
commission that such excessive expenditure should be 
avoided “so as to contain inflation**. 

Q : What assurances was the commission given 
when it was set up and tn what way were they broken? 

A: If you were to refer to my Statement explain¬ 
ing the reasons for my resignation on May 30, you 
would find there the answers to these questions. But, in 
a broad way, let me put it that I for one Was persuaded 
to. join the commission on the assurance that the Gov¬ 
ernment intended to attach great weight to the recom¬ 
mendations of the commission. In fact, we were also 
told that the Cabinet had decided that our recommenda¬ 
tions would be considered binding and I recall reading 
that Mr. AtaJ Behari Vajpayee actually said so in a 
public speech. Well, from that to failing to consult 
us when we asked to be consulted in good time in 
regard to the Aligarh Muslim Univarsity Bill was a bit 
of a come down wasn’t it ? 

We got the same feeling of being let down when, after 
having been assured that an amendmdiif, to the consti¬ 
tution would be introduced the Budget session of the 
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Parliament to give the commission a permanent, statu¬ 
tory anti independent existence, this promise was over¬ 
looked and we are now told that the Law Ministry had 
not found time to introduce that bill. This certainly 
does show what a high order of priority has been given 
to the Minorities Commission. 

Thus, the cumulative effect of these various develop¬ 
ments brought me to thfc sad conclusion that conditions 
did not exist in which I could perform the tasks I was 
asked to undertake. 

<?: You have seen Professor V. V. John’s state¬ 
ments m the newspapers on May 31 withdrawing 

his resignation. Would you like to comment on that ? 

A : I am rather reluctant to do so. 

Q : Don't you think you owe it to the public ? 

A : Well, knowing the facts as I do, I find Profes¬ 

sor John’s reasons' for his stand quite unconvincing. For 
instance, the poor man’s memory seems to playing him 
false. He admitted that he had “earlier threatened to 
resign”, but that he was later mollified when “the Union 
Education Minister gave us a copy of the Bill and ex¬ 
plained the position to us". Now, as it happens, the 
fact is that while we saw the Education Minister at 
10.30 a.m. on May 9, Professor John and I prepared 
and signed our joint letter of resignation to the Prime 
Minister on the afternoon of that d# after we had 

already seen the Education Minister. I felt rather sorry 

for Professor John. It would seem from the statement 
published on May 31 that he did not know his mind 
and was unhappy both at the thought ol resigning and 
also at not resigning. On May 9, Professor John and 
1 wrote jointly to the Prime Minister ; — 

“The facts to which we have referred in this 
letter and in our earlier letter of April 27 have led 

us to the sad conclusion that conditions do not exist 

in which we can fulfil the tasks that face the commis¬ 
sion. We, therefore, request you to accept our resig¬ 
nations as from May 31, 1978.” 

Nothing whatsoever had happened since then to justify 
<>ur resiling from that commitment. 

<J: Professor John has implied that you acted in 
haste'in sending in your resignation. He maintains that 
the Centre had assured you alt that it v would move an 
amendment la (he Constitution, making it obligatory far 
the Centre 'and Slate Governments to report on the 
steps taken -by them on the recommendations of the 
Minorities Commission —JV/iat do you. have to say about 
that ? ■ • " 


A. Every man has his own yardstick about what his 
self respect demands. The fact that there were two letters 
that I bad written to the Prime Minister, one dated 
April 27 on behalf of the entire commission and appro¬ 
ved, by the commission and the other jointly signed by 
Professor John and myself on May 9, and that neither 
of them had even been acknowledged by the Prime 
Minister is in my view adequate reason for resigning, 
quite apart from the numerous other reasons of sub¬ 
stance we had stated in those letters. 

It is perfectly true that Government had assured 
us that it would move an amendment to the Constitu¬ 
tion of the nature that Professor John mentions, but 
the amusing thing is that that assurance was. given to me 
in a letter dated February 18 by which the Home Secre¬ 
tary invited me on behalf of the Government to be the 
chairman of the commission. That assurance was re¬ 
peated to us during the intervening months. But the 
Government did not honour the. assurance that they 
would introduce an amendment of this nature during 
the Budget session. In fact, that is one of the three 
reasons I gave for my resignation. 

All that seems to have happened since then is that 
the Home Se- u managed to ‘samjhao’ Professor 
John with piatonic assurances which I found utterly 
unconvincing when Professor John tried to induce me 
to desist from the course on which vve. had decided. 

Indeed, in one of his letters to me Professor John 
made the ridiculous suggestion thar I should write once 
again to the Prime Minister as if the failure to receive 
a reply to my earlier two letters was not enough and 
we should submit ourselves to a third rebuff. 

I hold the view that for me to have 'delayed my 
resignation further, as desired by Professor Juhn, in 
the absence of a reply to the two letters would have 
been to betray a lack of elementary self-respect. 


Q: Professor John’s statement seems to show some 
concern that criticism of the Janata Government's beha 
viour may benefit the opponents of the Government. 
What do you think about that ? 

A : I gave my answer to that question long ago 
in an article entitled “Indians, speak up” which appear¬ 
ed in the Reader’s Digest of December 1977. I ara no 
less friendly to the Janata Government, but T believe 
that if there is a conspiracy of silence amongst us about 
the Janata Government’s activities and we leave the job 
of criticism only to those who believe in authoritarian¬ 
ism, this would Only expedite the backlash towards 
authoritarianism by canalising all discontent into autho¬ 
ritarian channels. In a democracy the people benefit by 
being told the truth. Hence 1 believe Abraham Lincoln 
was right when he said; “To sin by silence when they 
should protest makes cowards of men.” 

Q: Do you really think that the problems of the 
minorities can ever be solved ? 

A : That .can be well described as a sixty-four 
million dollar question. Certainly, your scepticism is not 
uncalled for when one recalls that the United Nations 
has not been able to make very much progress with its 
efforts to deal with the minorities question over all these 
decades. So too the Soviet Government, which had 
professed at .the time it was established to solve the 
minorities problem, has signally failed to do so. The 
Ukrainians and the other ethnic and linguistic minorities 
certainly do not find that their problems have been 
solved. Wasn’t it only last month that there was rioting 
in the streets of Tiflis, capital of Georgia, against a 
move to lessen the importance and recognition of the 
Georgian language as opposed to the Russian language? 

The minorities problem cannot he solved in a hun¬ 
dred per cent manner, but certainly a great deal can be 
done to remove the. feeling of alienation from which 
many minorities suffer. The fact that the task is a 
herculean one would suggest that it had better be taken 
up with a great deal ot seriousness and zest in the 
cause of national integration so dear to ail. 
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Sikander Bakht: I do not agree 
at all with Mr Masani 


UDAYAN SHARMA put 
seven identical questions to 
Sikander Bakht, Union Minis¬ 
ter for Works and Housing, 
and two Muslim Janata 
Party MPs. 


THE QUESTIONS 

1. Why have the MuBn voice 
gone bach to Mrs Gandhi? Haven’t 
yon failed to coaatantly remind 
the MuaUms of atrocities Uke 
those committed at Turkman 
Gate and Muiaffarnagar that 
were committed daring Mm 
Gandhfs role? 

2. Has the Jaaa-Sangh-RSS ta- 
uenee In poUUcai, social and 
bureaucratic circles increased 
enough to threaten Muslima? 

3. Mr Mtnoo Masani says the 
lanata's policy towards Muslims is 
one of neglect. Your comments, 
please. 

4. The Janata rushed the AMI' 
BIU days before the Asamgarh 
election and also dropped the 
Shahi Imam case Just before th? 
Delhi Metropolitan Council elec- 
tons. How is this being more 
honest than Mrs Gandhi? 

5. What are the three things the 
Janata should do in order to 
regain the support of the Muslim 
community? 

' ♦>. Is it correct to treat the Mus¬ 
lims as a separate entity? 

7. What are your views on the 
traditional Muslim leadership? 


i. Wc in the Janata Party do m>i 
take a negative stand on any mat¬ 
ter. We do not exhort the Muslims 
to support us because Mrs Gandhi’s 
nils was one of tyranny for them 
The real question is whether or not 
tli« Janata Government has shown 
any definite approach to the porb 
ie-ns of Muslims and 1 must add 
thiii the Janata,, in its short span, 
1:4.5 iiom: more for the minorities 
than tne Congress did in 30 years. 
One example is the establishment of 
a Minorities Commission. In addi¬ 
tion. this is the first time that in the 
history of the country that a Mils 
win has been appointed Chief of 
Air Staff. 

.2- People should realise that 
though the Jana Sangh did repre- 
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sent the Hindus at one time, their 
ideology now is that of the Janata 
Party. Besides, the Jana Sangh is 
very much an integral part of the 
Janata and is not an independent 
unit associated with the RSS. Why 
is it that some who claim to repre 
sent non-communal sections of the 
country are calling for the Jana 
Sangh to regain their original post 
tion? The Jana Sangh . is certainly 
not out to devour the Muslims. 
True, those who have been trained 
by the Jana Sangh will not find it 
easy to change their different politi 
cal views. AH the same, the Jana 
Sangh has merged itself on the call 
of the nation into the mainstream 
which is a part of the national 
revolution. 

3. I do not agree at all with Mr 
Masani. As I have said before, the 
Janata has given to the minorities 
more than was ever given to them 
after Independence. 

4. The Janata never rushed the 
AMU Bill. Ever since it came to 
power there were statements to the 
effect that the 1972 Act would be 
repeated and the 1951 Act re-intro¬ 
duced. In addition, some modifica¬ 
tions of the 1951 Act were also 
required to emphasise the position 
of the minorities at Aligarh Muslim 
University. It was a prolonged pro¬ 


tect and not a last-minute measure 
to ensure more votes. 

5. 1 do not understand how you 
can say there are just three things. 
The most important thing is to help 
the minorities—concern for whom 
we have already actively shown. I 
must remind everybody that this 
country was divided in 1947 on 
purely communal grounds, and in 
our Constitution there is an all-too- 
signifieant word: “Secular” This 
word was introduced in the Consti 
tution in order to accommodate the 
Muslims and in in the words of 
Maulana Abdul Rahman, the Mus¬ 
lims should make all sacrifice to 
ensure that the meaning of this 
word is not forgotten. 

fi. They are definitely a separate 
entity as far as their faith and reli¬ 
gious beliefs arc concerned. Foe 
that matter, any section following a 
particular faith is a separate reli¬ 
gious entity but they are all Indians, 
so there is no real reason to call 
them a separate entity. Theoreti¬ 
cally, every single person is a sepa¬ 
rate entity because this is a demo 
•ratit country, but in view of a 
national approach, they are all one. 

t 

7 1 have scrupulously avoided 

commenting on leadership like that 
of the Shahi fniani—which 1 do not 
i nnsidei leadership at all. 


RASHID MASOOD 


'Do they think 
Muslims are stupid ?' 


Rashid Masood is Janata Party MP 
from Saharg npur. 

1. It is not correct to say that the 
Muslim votes have gone back to 
Mrs Gandhi, because only a handful 
of Muslims have gone to her side. 
But one thing 13 certain; Muslims- 
are not satisfied with the Janata 
Party since the Party has failed to 
do anything positive for the Muslims 
during its one-year rule. First, they 
should have introduced the AMU 
bill soon after coming to power. 
Second, there 1$ the problem of 
Urdu. The statements of several 
Jahata Party leaders about Urdu 
have been disheartening. They forget 
that the Muslims have a sentimental 
attachment to Urdu, and the least 
they can do to honour their senti- 
rnents is to declare Urdu as the 
second official language—in States 
like Bihar and UP. And this Gov¬ 
ernment has not. done anything to 
remind the Muslims about the 
atrocities committed by Mrs Gandhi. 


2. Being a Muslim I am not afraid 
of the Jgna Sangh or any other 
Political Party or even the RSS. I 
believe that only God can haTm the 
Muslims or anyone else, so I don’t 
think the RSS can do any harm to 
the Muslims. Only God can harm 
them or bless them. In fact, I 
praise the RSS because it has never 
for once deviated from its aim. I 
am thinking of starting an organisa¬ 
tion by the name of Muslim 
Rashiriya Swayamsevak Sangh, on 
the lines of the RSS, 

3. I don't think the.re is complete 
nbglecl. but undoubtedly there is a 
delay in fulfilling their aspirations, 
as in the case of the Aligarh Muslim 
University Rill ami the Urdu 
language. 

4. True, they tried to win Muslim 
votes by introducing the AMU bill 
and withdrawing the case against 
the Shahi Imam. But now the 
Muslims ate not so stupid as not 



Rise in communal incidents 



The masjid in Sambhal . the small town in Motadabad district in U.P. where a riot killed 26 people m 
March 
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TTHEIUi were 120 cases of com 
' * munal tension ■> in the first 

j quarter of 1978. Compared to the 

i figures of the two previous years 

for corresponding periods—91 in 
1977 and 86 in 1976-—this year 

the country has been more com¬ 
munally tense. In the first three 
months of 1978, 43 cases of com 
munal violence were reported 
against 36 in the first three 
months of 1977. According to Mr 
Kuldip Nayar in the Indian Ex 
press, a ■ top Central agency has 
! cautioned the Government that 

I the communal situation is "sensi¬ 


tive". It has been found that 
most of the incidents were caused 
by disputes regarding ownership 
of land and property of religious 
institutions. Considering the gra 
vity of the situation, the Central 
agency has urged the Govern¬ 
ment to ensure that cases regar 
ding such disputes which are pen 
ding in the subordinate courts 
are cleared quickly, and the deci 
sions implemented without any 
delay. Firm action against news 
papers and journals which in 
dulge in "provocative” writing 
has been suggested. According to 


Mr Nayar. U.P. had the highest 
number of communal incident' 
during the first’ quarter of the 
year (eleven) followed by Biha> 
(nine), West Bengal (seven; 
Gujarat (six), Kerala (three) 
Karnataka (two) and A.P 
Assam, Manipur, Tamil Nadu 
and Tripura (one each) The 
State IGPs’ conference, held in 
New Delhi in May, discussed the 
problem in details and suggested 
that armed police units m ade 
quate numbers be stationed i*; 
communally sensitive district- 
and sub-divisions. 


NAWAB SAYYAD MURTAZA 

'Sheer neglect' 


to understand these tricks. Had 
they taken these measures six 
months earlier, I think they could 
not have been defeated at 
Azamgarh. 

5. First, they must assure the 
Muslims that there will be no In¬ 
terference with their personal law; 
second, the minority character of 
AMU must be restored; and third, 
Urdu must be given the status of a 
second language in UP and Bihar, 

6. No, 1 personally don’t agree with 
this. I think there is no need for 
any separate identity for the 
Muslims, at least in politics. They 
must remain like other Indians. A 
separate Party or identity for 
Muslims in politics may cause more 
harm to their interests. 

7. There is no Muslim leadership in 
India. They all are regional leaders. 
Take for example, the Shahi Imam. 
He is, a leader of the Muslims of 

Delhi-.UP ait so tie parts of Bihar 


Nawab Sayyad Murtaza is Janata 
Party MP from Muzaffamagar. 


1. Most of the Muslims who voted 
for the Janata Party are illiterate 
and they expected that all their 
sufferings wifi immediately vanish 
with the assumption of power by 
Janata Party. Nothing of this sort 
happened, so naturally they felt 
dejected. There are many reasons 
behind this. For example, usually 
there used to be at least two Muslim 
ministers in the Cabinet, now there 
is only one and he cannot claim any 
rapport with the common Muslim. 
Second, they appointed the Minorities 
Commission but did not keep a 
Muslim in it, though now they havi- 
included one. 

.2, yes, to some ext.rf. >k' Muslim- 
ate alarmed, 


3. The situation can almost be 
branded as one of “sheer qeglect" 

4. The decision regarding the with¬ 
drawal of cases against the Imam 
had already been taken long back 
but there was some delay in it:; 
execution. The Imam unnecessarily 
created a furore over this issue. 

5. Sincere efforts should be made 
to give due representation to the 
Muslims in different jobs and in the 
Government and whatever Is deck) 
ed to be done for improving the 
conditions of the Muslims should he 
done quickly 

6. Why should, the Muslims ire 
treated as a separate entity’: Every 
Muslim has the same nroVews and 
aspirations that any other common 
Indian has, 

7. Leaders like 

have ! ost their . , r dim,:' 
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p RAMOD CHAKRAVVRTY was in 
i a terrible state — physically and 
mentally—after his quarrel with his 
favourite (and most successful) stars 
Dharmendra and Hema Malms. For a 
while the filmmaker could not believe 
the terrible truth — that he’d been 
ditched by the two superstars he 
literally fostered; and he worked 
himself into such a state over it that 
he even suffered a severe heart 
attack After that, through sheer 
will power Chakki worked his way to 
recovery and now he’s back in the 
rat race with a vengeance. As if 
to prove his point, the very first film 
he has resumed work on, will be 
starring not Dharam and Hema, but 
their stiff competitors — Vino d 
Khanna and Zeenat Aman. And, 
knowing Chakki's ability of making 
box-oftice records with his films, I 
have a feeling that Dharam and 
Hema are going to be sorry ! 

r T , HE way you see character-actor 
1 Pinchoo Kapoor in mostly all 
the Kapoor starrers (i.e. Randhtr, 
liishi, Shashi, Shammi) you might 
think they (the Kapoors) are the 
ones who get him the roles be acts 
in. But no, even though hi is a 
relation, Pinchoo 'refuses to accept 
any charity from the wealthy 
Kapoors. To start with, he is not 
even in possession of his own place 
under the sun. He stays at a dub ! 



Dharmmdtra: a change of image? 


TXHARMENDRA knows more than 
anyone else that his appearance 
is nather weary and haggard these 
days. But he is not giving up hope : 
“It’s just the tension and overwork” 
he says sadly. And he is quite con¬ 
fident that after his fans see him In 
Kartaoya (a film in which be bas 
taken much trouble over his lodes) 
they will be all bis again 1 


S HABANA AZMI was to go abroad 
on a fantastic phoren holiday. In 
fact, everything had been fixed. 
Then suddenly, girls like Tina Mu 
nim, Rameshwan and Nafisa Ali 
came on the scene and Shabana rea¬ 
lised that it would be safer to stay 
ground at such a time, lest her fickle 
producers stray away (to Nafisa or 
Tina) in her absence. However else 
it may be in other cases, in the 
film industry, distance only makes 
the heart grow colder. 

V IJAY ARORA’s one last chance of 
stardom is DU aur Deewar, a 
film being made from Madras. If 
Vijay is not able to score in this 
one, be will not be able to score in 
any other cither ! Because, accord¬ 
ing to reports, Vijay has got a much 
better role than Jeetendra (the other 
hero in the film). It’s up to Vijay 
to nujke chhutti of Jeetendra, .for 
there is nothing like a multi-starrer 
to prove your talent! 

OO ME TIMES, to watch the small, 
O little games that go on within 
the industry can be quite amusing. 
For instance, the heroines in a multi- 
starrer very naturally suffer from 
insecurity and fear (of what tbeir 


role will turn out to be in the end). 
So, to consolidate their position, 
they try to butter up the most 
important man of the film, the 
director. In a film like Jaani Dush- 
man it becomes almost ludicrous to 
see each heroine (and there are so 
many of them — Reena Roy, Neetu 
Singh, Rekha, Btndiya, Sarika ) play-' 
ing up to Raj Kumar Kohli (the 
director) by sending him surprise 
gifts and dropping iu unexpectedly 
to sec him at his house ! 

M AHENDRA SANDHU Is not all 
that disheartened at not baring 
taken Bombay by rage with bis latest 
break Agent Vrnod. For though 
other producers have not cast him 
in their films, the Agent Vinod peo¬ 
ple (the Barjatiyas) were so happy 
with the sucee«s of the film that 
they've repeated him in tbeir next 
spy-thriller Assignment in Bombay . 

AND the khaas lesson to be learnt 
from the miserable failure of 
Satyam Shivam Svndaram is that 
over-publicity will always kill a film, 
even the nicest of films ! 


SHIRJEE 
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Crooked tales from the Rajdhani 


AJOY BOSE fells a few frue 
stories about power and cor¬ 
ruption in Delhi. 


I N one of the many lanes and by- 
lanes of old Delhi sits a white- 
haired vaid. Vaidji, as he is popu¬ 
larly known, has probably a much 
larger practice than the most pro¬ 
minent doctors in the capital. To 
his little dilapidated shop come Mi¬ 
nisters and senior politicians, bureau¬ 
crats and businessmen. Vaidji takes 
them aside to an adjoining private 
room. Consultations are done here: 
Vaidji gives bis diagnosis and the 
patient comes out clutching a bottle 
of tonic or the required herb. Few 
have complained about the efficacy 
of his medicine. 

In fact, the medicines are probab¬ 
ly thrown away by his ‘patients' for 
Vaidji actually does not deal in 
herbs and tonics. He deals .n cor¬ 
ruption. If you are a ^businessman 
and are finding it difficult to get a 
licence or you want a legal hurdle 
over a property‘cleared, go to Vaidji. 
The consultations you will have with 
him in his old Delhi shop might not 
do your health any good, but they 
might get you your licence. Vaidji 
will contact the concerned Minister, 
or the Secretary who has to sign, or 
even the clerk handling your file. 
A deal will be struck. You will have 
to hand over a required amount of 
money to Vaidji, who will ensure 
that it reaches the right quarters. 
The licence is now only a few days 
away. Vaidji, of course, gets his 
cut. Generally it is 10 per cent, but 
on important deals involving a lot 
of money or property, his cut might 
be as high as 25 per cent. 

Vaidji’s cover, is perfect. As a 
doctor, he arouses no suspicion when 
he meets a Minister or a senior 
bureaucrat. There is little risk for 
his clients too. A bribe can be 
passed over by one party to another 
without them even meeting. There 
need not be long waits in the 
Minister’s office, or humiliating ex¬ 
periences with minor functionaries. 
Vaidji takes care of everything. 

J UST a few hundred yards from 
the former residence of Jawahar- 
lel Nehru on Teen Murti Marg, lies 
a sprawling bungalow. Members of 
Parliament and politicians of various 
hues are often seen entering it 
Some drive away late at night. 
Others don’t leave till morning. A 
casual passerby wbuld assume that 
the bungalow was the residence of 
an important politician. If however, 
you manage to slip past the rather 


hefty looking chowkidar at the gate, 
don’t be surprised to hear sounds of 
merry-making and feminine laughter. 
The Teen Murti Marg bungalow is 
the place where politicians are en¬ 
tertained by people who need 
their help. 

Politicians and Members of Parlia 
ment need to be entertained if you 
want anything out of them, as any 
businessman or private contractor 
can tell you. Many have a weakness 
for womfen. What better place than 
a luxuriously furnished bungalow 
conveniently close to the MPs’ flats 
on South Avenue? High class call 
girls are arranged, and the concern¬ 
ed MV or politician is invited to a 
party. The bill is, of course, footed 
by the businessman who wants his 
work done quickly. 

A PROMINENT lady of Delhi, who 
shot to Fame during the Emer¬ 
gency, is still very powerful. Her 
new equation with a senior IAS offi¬ 
cer In a key post has kept her very 
much in demand. Recently a liquor 
merchant was caught with 60 excess 
bottles in his shop. The fine impos 
ed was Rs. 20,000. The merchant 
contacted the lady and within a few 
days the fine was reduced to Rs. 500 
A variety of businessmen and opera¬ 
tors visit her flat during the day. 
The IAS officer visits her at night. 
The lady has found a niche for her 
seif even under the Janata Govern¬ 
ment. 

<cyOU don’t always have to con- 
I tact VIPs to get your work 
done”, says Mr X, a Delhi business¬ 
man notorious for his lack of 
scruples, "If the top man can’t be 
bribed, try his clerk and you can 
succeed just as well”. 

The Central Burpau of Investiga¬ 
tion recently raided the house of a 
lower division clerk of the Ministry 
of Labour. They found Rs. 1,80,000 
in cash, a kilogram of gold jewel¬ 
lery, foreign currency of different 
countries and imported liquor. The 
house was luxuriously furnished 
with colour TV sets, multichannel 
tape recorders and other electronic 
equipment. 

H ONESTY might be dangerous if 
you are a Government officer. 
The Assistant Excise Commissioner 
of Delhi ordered, in the first week of 
May, a raid on the godown of the 
Northern Goods Carriers—a trans¬ 
port firm with its office in west-Delhi. 
In the raid, 125 cases of a particular 
brand of whisky and other products 
of a Punjab distillery were recover¬ 
ed. Strangely enough, the whisky 
turned out to be part of a consign¬ 


ment of 450 rases meant for delivery 
to Goa. The liquor was evidently 
being sold underhand in the capital 
without payment of sales tax or 
stillhead duty. The rest of the 450 
rases are yet to be recovered. A 
few days later, a meeting was held 
by some prominent liquor merchants 
of the capital. The topic of the 
meeting—the removal of the Assis¬ 
tant Excise Commissioner. “This 
Commissioner is getting a bit too big 
for his boots. We will have t*T re¬ 
move him," said one of the big 
liquor barons and most of the mer¬ 
chants agreed. The Commissioner is 
expected to be transferred within a 
few months. 

A FEW days before the 
Azamgarh Lok Sabha by-elec¬ 
tions. A huge air-conditioned limou¬ 
sine sweeps up the driveway of the 
bungalow of a top Uttar Pradesh 
Janata leader. A very prominent 
industrialist elimbs out of the car 
and goes in. His chauffeur follows 
with a briefcase. The briefcase con¬ 
tains neatly stacked bundles of 
hundred rupee notes. “This is my 
contribution to the Janata campaign 
in Azamgarh”, says the industrialist 
“Thank you. We won’t forget you, 
Sethji,” *ays the beaming politician. 

“We give money to all political 
Parties’’, says Mr X. His reasons 
are simple—to keep everyone happy. 
“It depends on the status of the 
politician, of course. Mrs Gandhi’s 
Party, for instance, wahts it big: 
they won’t accept anything below a 
lakh. The other Congress, poor 
chaps, are now happy with only a 
thousand. The. ruling Party, of 
course, gets the maximum”. Mr X 
reels off instance after instance of 
money paid to politicians. 

<<PVERY0NE keeps on talking 
I-z about corruption. Has anybody 
thought what would happen if there 
was no coiruption? Everything 
would stop, wouldn't it?’.’ says Mr X. 
“Corruption is nothing new in India. 
It was there before the Moghuls. 
Wc are just carrying on an old 
Indian tradition. One thing I have 
realized over the years—everyone 
has his price. 1 have bought off a 
senior government officer for Rs. 1 
lakh. 1 have also given Rs. 10,000 
to a clerk. 

“Yes, the Emergency did make 
some difference It limited the cor¬ 
ruption to only a few people close 
to the caucus. Other people, parti¬ 
cularly businessmen, had to be 
careful at every step not to go be¬ 
hind bars. But now with the resto¬ 
ration of democracy, everyone diaa 
an equal right to be corrupt”, Mr X 
says philosophically. 
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Ramaiah needed an emergency 
loan to meet his 
medical expenditure. 



Andhra Bank's 
Janasahaya Scheme 
provided him with the 
much-needed money to 
put him back on his feet. 


Ramaiah was unfortunate 
enough ta have contracted 
the infection. An infection 
that would have probably put 
him out of action for life, 
but for prompt medical 
attention. And that meant 
money to meet this out of-the 
budget expenditure. Luckily, 
Ramaiah had joined Andhra 
Bank's Janasahaya Deposit 
Scheme. The scheme that 
helped him with a loan aqua) 
to the amount of his deposit. 
And helped him back to 
health. Medical loan is not 
the only benefit of 
Janasahaya Scheme. It also 
advances you money to 
buy household goods- 
airconditioner. refrigerator, 

T. V. set etc. 

With nearly 55 years of 
banking experience and over 
600 branches spread all over 
the country, Andhra Bank 
has worked out other 
schemas too. Like 


Kalpatharuvu. Bhagyalakshmi. 
Kiddy Bank, SBmraksha. 
Samkshema, Karshakasahaya. 
Gruhakalpa and Social 
Security Schema for woman. 
As well as advances to 
industries and priority sector 
including weaker sections. 
Each thoughtfully planned to 
suit your exact needs. 

Andhra Bank- the bank 
responsive to people s needs. 


The 
Andhra 
Bank Ltd. 

Regd. & Central Office : „ 
Sultan Baxar, ~ 

Hyderabad- 500001. £ 

< 

Chairman : § 

0. SWAMINATHA REDDY = 


Here's bubbling health 
and extra energy 
for your family! 

Waterbury's Vitamin Tonic is 
a balanced formulation of vital 
ingredients. With vitamins and 
minerals for growth and energy. J 
Iron to build healthy blood. J 
Stimulants for appetite. And j J 

it tastes g ood too. / J 

Get Waterbury's Vitamin Tonic / J 

for your family. Now. / / 
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The complete tonic for 
the whole family. 
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Thomson Press... 
the wonderful world 
of children's books 


Available at leading bookshops or by VPP. 
For your copies by VPP. cut out and mail 
the coupon alongside to : 

Thomson Press (India) Limitsd 

Direct Mail Unit. Delhi Mathura Road. 
Faridabad 121 002. 




Please send by VPP. (Postage free in India for 
orders of Rs, 10 or more ) 

Rs. 

Learning is Fun Gift Pack 

(8 books, 17 x 13 omseach, soltcover) 10.50 
My Big Animal 123 

(36 pgs. 21 x 26 ems, hardcover) 12 50 
My Big Animal ABC 

(36 pgs. 21 x 26 ems, hardcover) 12.50 
Indian Folk Arl ABC 

(26 pgs. 24 x 18 ems, softcover) 5.00 

t See, I Think, I Sing 

(16 pgs. 17 x 24 ems, softcover) V.75 

Name: ____ . _ 
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More famous than the PM 


INDIANS abroad, wherever they 
L live, do not feel homesick at 
east for one good reason: They 
lave easy access to a voice which 
s more Indian, more friendly and 
nore comforting than anything 
hey can think of. They tune in to 
Ml India Radio whenever nostal- 
ia seizes them and the voice they 
ear more than compensates for 
the distance that separates them 
from their homeland. 

Indeed, no other Indian has 
given so much joy to as many 
Indians with as much consistency 
and as little fuss as Lata Mangesh 
kar (born, 1929). Why only 
Indians? All Asians, Africans and 
Aiabs and even the English, the 
Canadians and the Americans. A 
London music critic, under the 
magic spell of her fabulous con¬ 
cert at the Albert Hall, said: 
"Ihere is moonlight in her throat." 

Lata is a typical product o. the 
Indian Cinema which is commer¬ 
cialism at its crudest. Satyajit 
Ray has no use for her voice. But 
the fate of nine out of ten movies 
depends on it. No girl however 
pretty or glamorous—our cine 
artistes are brainless wonders— 
tan expect to succeed as a star in 
India, unless she learns how to 
synchronise her lipmoveincnts 
with the delicate, dulcet singing of 
Lata whose rapport with the enter¬ 
tainment-hungry Indian masses is 
too firm and intimate to bo 
trifled with. Every Indian is 
familiar with two names: Indira 
Gandhi and Lata Mangeshkar. 
Not all Indians, however, gdmire 
their former Prime Minister. But 
there is not a single Indian who 
does not identify himself totally 
with Lata, whose conquest of the 
hearts of all lovers of light music 
is complete and irreversible. She 
has already cut over 20,000 discs, 
a world record. Strangely enough, 
she is utterly unaware of her 
umuue achievement, made possible 
by ner determined efforts over a 
period of more than 30 years to 
reach the top and remain there. 
Her humility is as luminous as her 
smile. The clue to her endearing 
innocence and saintly poise does 
not lie in her professional success. 
One has to look for it elsewhere. 
She invariably wears an austere 
cotton* sari in white, She has no 
use for jewellery, and sports only 
a thin gold necklace from which 
hangs a pendant with a striking 
portrait of $wanti Vivekananda 
worked in. Yes, she is deeply re¬ 
ligious. Once all the Mangeshkar 
sisters—they are fdur: Lata, Asha, 
Meeng and Usha—Visited Madu- 
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rai’s Meenakshi temple. At the 
time oi the uratfci. the priest, re¬ 
cognising Lata, requested her to 
sing a devotional song. At once, 
without any fuss, she began to 
sing, not one song, but several 
bhajans and abhatigs and her 
sisters accompanied her. 

Her apartment in one of 
Bombay’s most exclusive residen¬ 
tial districts has a robustly middle 
class milieu. Discretion demands 
that you take no notice of the 
dash of colours and designs all 
around you. Also cast only a for¬ 
giving glance at the cluster of 
deitieS that you find all over the 
place. The prayer room, in parti- 
rulai, abounds in garish pictures 
and commonplace idols of pamper¬ 
ed gods and goddesses, sacred 
books and incense-sticks. It is in¬ 
deed a roomful of religion. Direct, 
doWn-to-earth rusticity all around. 
Where does jII her money go? 
you ask yoursell. It's a top secret 
between her and hei trusted gods 
(goddesses included). Godmen not 
excluded. Her money however 
need not be our worry: Let us 
give her the benefit of the doubt 
aud assume that she spends most 
of It on others: Those who are 
in need. She is known to be 
closely associated with a number 
of religious and charitable 
institutions. 

Indeed, Lata has a genius for 
self-effacement. I think her own 
physical stature (S' 1") and her 
pigtails help her in this difficult 
task. She can express herself in 
English but with pregnant pauses. 
These arc more eloquent than the 
words she. uses. I suspect she 
uses English only when she wishes 


to be evasice and noncommittal. 
Even so, she does not ring false. 
There is nothing false about her 
except her voice—but then all 
crooners have a false voice which 
is in fact their greatest asset. It 
is not easy to meet her. She need 
not meet any one. Certainly not 
pressmen. She does not need 
ublicity. If anything, she would 
e happier to be altogether ignor¬ 
ed by the press than to be the 
subject of ill-informed, ill-tempei- 
ed comment. She is known to give 
appointments as generously as she 
breaks them nonchalantly. The 
malicious gossip in the film mags 
that she delights in, subverting the 
careers of potential rivals, doesn’t 
hurt her: It only makes her feel 
sad for the quality of film 
journalism in India. 

Thrown among the cannibals of 
the Indian film Industry, Lata has 
developed certain built-in defences 
which she tries to camouflage but 
without success. She is suspicious 
of others. She has not been able 
to tell the white from the black. 
She takes no chances. She with¬ 
draws into her own shell and stays 
there happily, surrounded by her 
own little, little gods and god¬ 
desses. Agreeing to sing at a 
function and giving the organizers 
a slip at the last minute has been 
her defensive code of ethics. 

As a singer. Lata owes much to 
her father now no more: Dinanath 
Mangeshkar who was a classically 
disciplined musician ot the Marathi 
stage. He provided a solid base 
for her music whi' h gradually she 
began to adapt to the demands of 
a mass medium. Hero her mentors 
were Saigal and Noor Jehan who 
in the Thirties and forties had 
the same charisma as she has 
today. Bui they did not havr her 
luck. Their durability was brief 
and the fees they received were 
modest. However, the quality of 
their achievement has been the 
envv and despair of Lata. Their 
voii es had evolved a depth and 
roundness which one misses in 
Lata’s: I Ihink she herself misses 
these qualities in hot otherwise 
exquisite style of singing. I.ata 
on Saigal (as she said to me): “I 
feci deeply in love with his voice. 

1 used to imitate his stylo. He 
sang with an intensity that some- 
limes frightened me. He totally 
identified himself with the senti¬ 
ment behind a particular song. 
His voice was always in tune. I’ve 
learnt a lot from him.” 

A. S. RAMAN 
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Free for all 

By RANJIT K. SAU 


T HERE is a funny thing about the Janata Party’s 
election symbol, the haladhar chakra; a man is shown 
carrying a plough with its iron plate pointed upwards. 
Try it plough in this position and in no time your back 
will break. Will somebody turn the plough upside down, 
and save the poor farmer ? Maybe there is here a 
symbolic message for the Party : it is high time it turned 
itself upside dawn. 

That is what a good number of intellectuals of this 
country are doing. Dust your old writings, change a 
comma here, and a semi-colon there, or take out one 
or two sentences and you can show everyone how you 
have fought with your pen against authoritarianism and 
reaction, and for democracy and socialism. You can even 
blandish how, at a seminar in 1971, you predicted the 
emergence of dictatorship. Such intellectuals are 
cheaper by the dozen. Only two years ago some of the 
luminaries of Calcutta’s academic world thronged to hear 
an address by—-guess who? —Sanjay Gandhi. And why 
not ? After all, this person had distinguished himself 
by a historic contribution to the Queen's language with 
his new word ‘anagolous’. Maybe, these gentlemen are 
more farsighted than you and 1. It is a fitting tribute 
to a city which produced such luminaries as Sukanta, 
Nazrul, and Tagore, and, oh yes, Mr Siddhartha Sankar 
Ray, for a while. 

The year 1977 gave us a soft drink, and took away 
‘socialism.’ No more is heard of this word. No longer 
do our leaders chant it seven times a day. We are re¬ 
minded of a speech on the Maidan by Mrs. Gandhi 
(for whom no less than a Boeing 737 was good enough 
for travel) that the Janata Pary is striving to bring 
capitalism to India. What a sacrilege—capitalism in 
India ! But it is good to hear that the Janata Party 
is trying hard at least to do something other than tear 
itself apart. 

Internecine war—that is the Indian socio-economic 
and political situation. It had to be, sooner or later, for 
this is in the nature of capitalist development. Remem¬ 
ber the 1,950s and 1960s? The private, sector was weak, 
short of capital and shy of launching big projects which 
pay dividends over a long period. Steel plants, roads 
and railway networks, power, cement, irrigation projects, 
heavy machine lools—all these need enormous capital 
investment and patience. The public sector took up the 
work. It laid out a diversified infrastructure for agri- 
culture, industry, trade and commerce. Those were the 
good old days when the private sector w;is given enough 
room for growth. The Indian market was protected 
from foreign competition by the erection of tariff walls, 
quotas, and such like. Foreign capital was welcomed 
to collaborate with indigenous partners, or otherwise 
spread its tentacles into the country. Over the years, 
the capitalists in industry and agriculture got to their 
feet and started advancing fast. Some went further 
ahead, some, less, and others finished last. It was a 
grand race which everybody won. It was only a question 
of the degree by which they won. It was the success of 
one phase of capitalism, all the same. 

India’s industry developed quite a bit; but it was 
much like. Scotch whisky made in India — technologically 
dependent on foreign mercenaries, financially depend- 
en 1 * on foreign mercies, and market-wise dependent on 
th<A affluent few in towns and villages. Agricultural 
growth was equally lopsided and spoonfed; wheat 
emerged as the largest beneficiary of foreign techno¬ 
logy, foreign aid and government patronage. Rice, jute, 
coarse grains languished in utte.r helplessness. In a 
word, figuratively speaking, ‘wheat" and ‘whisky’ came 
?o deiniitiXv she ••oci.jl jn>h><>al. and economic scene rt 


India. Wheat symbolises the rich farmer basking in the 
sun of cheap credit, imported technology, and the 
assured high price of government procurement; and 
‘wbiskv’. the quintessence of India’s industry that is 
rich-oriented, over-pampered, and indulgent. 

By the middle of the Sixties the Government had set 
up a number of term-lending institutions such as IPBI, 
ICICI, IFC, and SFC which began to pour in public 
money into the private sector like torrents^' commercial 
banks, be.fore as well as after nationalisation, collected 
huge sums as deposits only to put them in the hand of 
big capitalists. The infrastructure having been laid out by 
the public sector, and colossal financial resources having 
been assured by these term-lending institutions, private 
capitalism in India now entered a new phase. That was 
by the end of the decade of 1960s. 

It is in the game, of capitalism that sooner or later 
malsmnyay —big fishes gobbling up small fries—would 
be the order of the day. It started in the later half of 
the 1960s, and soon came to assume a fearsome propor 
tion. Big capitalists realised that bigger profits Jay in 
swallowing up small companies than in expanding the. 
scale of their own production. Grabbing companies, 
interlocking investment, and annexing small capital 
through various other devices was by far the most lucra¬ 
tive proposition for big fishes. The MRTP Act came as 
the feeble official response to the pitiful prayers of the 
helpless victims, hut you know how the Act has operat¬ 
ed. When a section of capitalists pounces upon another 
section like this, the bourgeoisie plunges into an inter¬ 
necine war. No wonder, the .-mall and medium capital 
ists run to the Janata Party for succour, while the big 
ones look up to the Congress (I). 

This stage will pass over in due course; it is a pain 
ful process for the capitalists, but it serves a useful 
purpose for them. Old, obsolete and inefficient units 
are discarded; the viable medium and small ones are 
brought under the wings of big capitalists. Ibis re¬ 
arrangement is to be done periodically; and at the end 
it strengthens capitalism all the more. The present 
crisis of the Indian economy — no investment by big 
capitalists and sluggish industrial production despite a 
huge buffe.r stock of foodgrains and a fabulous reserve 
of foreign exchange, an unprecedented conjunction — 
is due to this inevitable fratricide among capitalists, 
which is immensely profitable to the big giants. Jn few 
years it will yield place to the phase when all the sur 
viving capitalists will again get an opportunity to expand 
themselves without stepping on one another. A capital¬ 
ist economy proceeds in such a cycle. 

All this finds its reflection at the political level. 
The Janata Party, at the moment, is an endeavour to 
cater to the aspirations of all sections of capitalists, in 
towns as well as in villages, which is an impossible task. 
You simply cannot blend together Charan Singh, Nanaji 
Dcshmukh and Morarji Desai; Jagjivan Ram is n Side- 
show; George Fernandes is more of a distraction. 
Astrology is an ancient science in this ancient land. The 
palm of the big Hand of Congress (1) has all the lucky 
lines for big Industry and bigger Indira. As the dust 
settles in the Gangetic North, the lines will become more 
prominent. The hands of the Charan Singhs and Nanaji 
Deslunuklis would come to join the big hand which 
haunts India now — forming an iron grip to hold the 
entire country for years to come. • Call it a marriage of 
‘wheat’ and ‘whisky’ if you like — taking a cue from the 
history of Germany at the turn of the century, which 
saw the marriage of ‘rye’ and ’steel’. If that happens, 
the course of India’s history will be set for a few more 
decades. And the intellectuals who write and speak 
with two hands — on the one hand this, and on the 
other hand that — will merrily go on with their jobs. 

jh Kunjh K. Sou will write ah occasional column for 
SUNDAY, One of the. most brilliant economists m the 
country, Dr Sau teaches at UM, Calcutta, tits latest 
book k titled/ "Unequal Exchange. Imperialism and 
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Chaian Singh gets up to greet President Sanjeeva Reddy when the 
latter visited him at the AUMS : Some sent proxies to sign the 
visitors’ book 


CHARAN'S 'FRIENDS' 

THE DOCTORS at the All-India 
Institute of Medical Sciences had 
given strict instructions that heart 
patient Mr Charan Sinfeta was not to 
be disturbed during his six-week 
sojourn at the hospital. The result 
was that the crowds of Janata big¬ 
wigs and small fry who wanted to 
make known their concern for the 
Home Minister's welfare did not 
have to bother to call at his bedside 
but could do their duty by simply 
signing the visitors’ book. 

Rather than make the dutiful 
calls on the Home Minister, several 
senior Janata men took the lazy 
way out by sending their factotums 
to sign the visitors’ book on their 
behalf. One factotum sent hy a 
Gujarati MP unfortunately found 
himself caught in .the act of signing 
his master’s name by the Minister 
for Energy. Mr P. Ramachandran 1 
who had come personally to register 
his presence. The errand boy fled 
hastily with the Minister glaring 
away at him. 

Wags at the ARMS say that if 
Mr Charan Singh set his police 
sleuths to tracing which of the sig¬ 
natures are genuine he might be 
able to make a list of honest and 
dishonest friends, The latter list 
might turn out to be uncomfortably 
long. 


NANAJIS 
RESCUE MISSION 

THE NORMA tty taciturn Mr Sun- 
dec Singh Bbandpri created quite a 


ripple in the erstwhile Jana Sangh 

g roup by his statement cautioning 
.P. Chief Minister, Mr Ram Naresh 
Yadav, and expressing tacit support 
for Mr Chandrashekhar. Insiders in 
the Jana Sangh saw it as yet another 
sign indicating that Mr Bhandari is 
gradually replacing Nanaji Desh 
mukh as the real organisation leader. 

Nanaji was reportedly greatly 
miffed by Mr Bhandari’s statemen* 



and he sent an emissary post haste 
to Lucknow to assure both Mr Ram 
Naresh Yadav and the U.P. Jana 
Sangh MLA that the JS-BLD alliance 
in U.P. will continue. Nanaji’s sup¬ 
porters have spread, the word that 
they consider Mr Bhandari’s remarks 
impolitic and inopportune. 

MEN OF STEEL 

MEMBERS OP PARLIAMENT, at 
least those in the Steel and Mines 
Ministry’s Consultative Committee, 
are up in arris'over a recent letter 
written‘ by the Prime Minister to 
his Cabinet colleagues chiding them 
for holding their inter-session con¬ 
sultative committee meetings at JilK 
stations and holiday resorts. The 
MPs’ attitude is that people who live 
in glass houses shouldn’t deliver 



Btiu: Tense minutes 


homilies. “If the P.M. an<j his 
Ministers can globe-trot continuously, 
why not us?" the MPs are asking. 

Despite the P.M.’s letter, the Steei 
and Mines committee meeting was 
held as scheduled in cooi Srinagar 
with, a visit to Pahalgam thrown in 
What is more, the 20-odd MPs pre 
sent passed a unanimous resolution 
that the next inter-session meeting 
should be held in far-away Tokyo 
and suggested that they be taken 
on a jaunt to the USA and UK as 
well to study the steel industry in 
those countries. 

The P.M.’s somewhat xchool- 
masterish letter was soundly attack¬ 
ed at the meeting, the first rounds 
bring fired by MPs from the CPI(M) 
and the Congress(I), but Janata MPs 
soon happily joined in. It was point¬ 
ed out that once again Mr Desai 
bad been accompanied by his son 
end daughter-in-law On his trip to the 
USA. One MP said that even on 
his U.S. tour the itinerary had a day 
marked exclusively for sight-seeing. 

The Steel and Mines Minister is 
now in a quandary about whether or 
not to record the resolution in the 
minutes of the meeting. An 
embarassed Mr. Patnaik was ever 
wondering whether he would remain 
a Minister after Mr. Desaj’s return 
on July 17. 


D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Marxist Govt, gets tough with 
power unit workers 

Santaldih has been Bengal's sorrow : 

Is there a way out ? 


T HE CPI(M) is nbt a Maoist Party 
per se and thus the West Ben¬ 
gal Chief Minister, Mr Jyoti Basu, 
has no scruples in adapting the late 
Chairman’s aphorisms to his and his 
Government's use. For him and 
his State, thus, power now seems not 
to come from the barrel of a gun; 
it comes from the generating equip¬ 
ment at the Santaldih thermal power 
plant. For there Mr Basu 
has deployed the Eastern Frontier 
Rifles and men from the police 
forces, apparently ' to save the 
generating system from saboteurs 
who, by implication, are members of 
the Workers’ Union which is led by 
Mr Parimal Daseupta, termed a 
Naxalite by his political rivals in the 
CPI(M). 

Punsters may be happi* that in a 
State reeling under massive dailv 
power cuts, a pawer station should 
be the battleground lor power but 
the people may not. share their 
enthusiasm. However, they are 
keeping their fingers crossed, hoping 
that such drastically tough des¬ 
perate also ? — measures ma.v ulli 
matcly solve the State’s problems. 
Santaldih, indeed, has contributed 
Hot a little to the total loss of alt 
hopes for an industrial revival of 
West Bengal. 

The importance of Santaldih in 
West Bengal’s power sector needs a 
little explaining. Unlike many other 
States, West Bengal receives its 
power supply from a number of 
generating agencies — West Bengal 
State Electricity Board (WBSEB), 
Damodar Valley Corporation (DVO, 
Durgapur -Projects Limited (DI’L) 
and Calcutta Electric Supply Cor¬ 
poration (CESC). Before Santaldih 
came up, WBSEB had only one ther¬ 
mal power station, situated at Ban 
del, near Calcutta The Planning 
Commission had accepted in prin¬ 
ciple WBSEB’s scheme for installing 
four 120-mw sets at Santaldih. How¬ 
ever, bad planning and still worse 
execution brought the situation 
to such a stage that the 
Rs 100-crore project is still far from 
corinlete, with only two units ins- 
talicd so far. The last unit at 
Bandel was installed in 1966 and no 
other power station came up in West 
Bengal during the next seven years. 
The State was reeling under «. 

. 3 $ 


severe power crisis when" Santaldih’s 
Unit I was formally inaugurated by 
the then Prime Minister. Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, on October 15, 1973. 

But it was a hoax. Santaldih -did 
not generate a single megawatt of 
power for the next 75 days simply 
because the unit was not ready for 
generation. Santaldih has since 
continued to betray public expecta¬ 
tions. In the lower Bengal area, 
where the State’s demand tor power 
Is concentrated, the shortfall in the 
generating system is about 160 mw 
during peak demand hours, requiring 
1,130 mw, With such an inherent 
drawback in the system, every mega¬ 
watt of power is velluable. iW 
Santaldih has remained unpredict¬ 
able. 


mkwh in 1975-76, 627 mkwh In 
1976-77 and 793 rnkwh in 1977-78. 


This looks imposing but this tells 
only half the tale. This does not 
indicate the capacity at which the 
machines have run during these 
periods. Thus, if we find out how 
many kilowatts were generated per 
installed kilowatt, a clearer picture 
will emerge. In 1977-78, the two 
units have generated only. 3,452 m 
kwh per installed kw which means a 
plant Idad factor of only 39 per cent. 
During the year. 12 other thermal 
power stations in India achieved a 
load factor of over 70 per cent. Even 
at Bandel power station, which is 
Considered a much better station 
with four American units, the plant 
load factor was just 51 per cent. 


Everything has gone wrong there. 
Located 300 km. away from Calcutta, 
it is the only industrial landmark in 
the district of Purulia which itself 
came into West Bengal from Biliai 
in 1961 following the reorganisation 
of States. The location of the 
power station was decided mainly as 
a part of fulfilment of an assurance 
given by the then Chief Minister, Di¬ 
ll. C. Hoy, to the people of the dis¬ 
trict. A power station has to be 
located keeping in mind factors like 
easy availability of coal and water 
and nearness to the load centre. 
Santaldih has none of those. The 
local washery which should have pro¬ 
vided coal to the plant, failed to do 
so while water has to be drawn from 
the Damodar at a place which is not ' 
only 10 km. a wav from the plant but 
also in Bihar. The pipeline is under 
constant threat of being damaged 
by local people who want jobs at the 
plant.' Santaldih also has so poor 
road and rail connections with Cal¬ 
cutta that WBSEB engineers and 
workers consider Santaldih a punish¬ 
ment posting. 

Unit 1 really started generation In., 
January, 1,974 and Unit II in August, 
1974. How have the units per¬ 
formed ? There are diferent yard¬ 
sticks for measuring the perform¬ 
ance. When WBSEB provides 
data, it quotes the number of hours 
for which the units have run. From 
that angle, the units generated 373 
million .kilowatt hours in , 1974-75. 448 


Why has »'{<• performance been se 
poor ? Sixteen 120 mw thermal 
. generating sets manufactured by the 
Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited 
(BULL) are now being used in the 
country. Unit 1 of Santaldih was the 
first of these 16 sets. Unit II and 
two other units of DVC’s Chandra- 
pura thermal power station were the 
nest three and these four have 
proved to he the most troublesome 
of the 16 . Curiously these four have 
more imported contents in them 
than the rest. In fact. Unit I at 
Santaldih was practically an impor¬ 
ted British machine which came iu 
parts to BHEL factories for assent 
bly. The import content gradually 
went down as BHEL copied the 
design and produced most of the 
components in its own factories. 

However, BHEL was not the only 
supplier of equipment. There were 
altogether 25 of them and for most 
suppliers, it was the first experience 
of manufacturing things for such a 
big thermal set. Among Gibers, 
RCC-Vickers-Babrock of Durgnpur 
supplied the boilers, Instrumentation 
Limited, Kota, supplied the instru¬ 
ments and controls and boiler - tin 
bine control panel.;. 8HF.L gave the 
turbo generator. 

It was a suiudeahi experiment 
which proved to be costly It way 
perhaps a world record that 98 pel 
cent of the different valves - both 
British and Indian — were found to 
be leaking at Stfittaidifeand the dis- 






gusterl engineers arc now demanding 
replacement with American valves. 
Leaks- in the holier tube were an¬ 
other common ailment. It was said 
that the tubes had gathered rust 
for several years by lying in the 
open following the delay in com¬ 
missioning the plant. Of course, bad 
coal was also a major culprit. With 
25 agencies responsible for supply 
of different components and some of 
the designs suspected to be faulty, 
the plant was sick from the very be¬ 
ginning and it will remain- crippled 
for the rest of its life. The story is 
no different for the Chandrapura 
units also. 

But the mechanical side is only 
half the story There are also alle¬ 
gations of sabotage and engineer- 
worker tension which has its origin 
in the problem of excessive overtime. 
At one time, Santaldih’s monlhly 
wage bill was Rs 2 lakhs while the 
overtime bill rose to Rs 5 lakhs. 
Maintenance workers, once having 
tasted nver'-tme, made it a habit not 
to work hard during usual working 
hours but to wait for the extra 
hours to give of their best. Engi¬ 
neers also have a contribution. ■ The 
plant being a sick one from the very 
beginning, the maintenance job was 
often very heavy and urgent though 
there was just one shift of main¬ 
tenance workers. It one had to go 
by statutory regulations, mainten¬ 
ance work would have taken, a much 
longer time which was hard to 
afford. So. engi* ers tried to keep 
workers happy by granting some 
more extra working hours than what 
was, actually required. This meant 
overtime without any work and it 
soon became, a rule. 

But neitherengineers nor doc¬ 
tors Oor other employees, in the 
administrative offices were entitled, 
to overtime. When one of these 
Oikffpes went to the local market, he 
saw -his subordinate worker or 
driver buying expensive stuff witH- 
out any hesitation while he had to 
be content with . cheaper varieties; 
Over a period of time it slowly 
generated a .aoc&F; tension between 
those wfto earned overtime and 


those who did not; The division was 
basically between the engineers and 
workers. Discipline was also never 
a strong point at Santaldih. There 
were several incidents of abuse and 
intimidation of engineers by wor¬ 
kers. All this reached a culminating 
point in the incident of January 7, 
1977 when an engineer was alle¬ 
gedly beaten up by workers. Engi¬ 
neers wanted immediate action 
against the erring workers, but even 
the engineer-run top administration 
was afraid to take any drastic step 
which could provoke counter-action 
by the labour unions. Only then did 
the West Bengal Government step 
in to infuse courage into the mana¬ 
gement. 

There are three unions at Santal- 
dih-^the largest one being the 
Workers’ Union and the two others 
affiliated to the CPI (M) and the 
Congress. The, General Secretary of 
Workers’ Union, Mr Parynaf Das 
Gupta, a Communist Party card¬ 
holder since 1940, was* expelled 
from’the CPI (M) in 1967 when he 
expressed opinions against the 
Party's action at Naxalbari. Though 
generally termed a Naxalite, he has 
never been a member of the CPI 
(ML), but he does believe in orga¬ 
nising a peoples’ democratic revolu- 
*» Mon according to the teachings of 
Site Tse-tung. 

Mr Das Gupta has been leading 
the union for the last 20 years, hut 
the .Union organised a long strike 
only during the first United Front 
in 1967. The bitterness has only in¬ 
creased over the years. The West 
, Bengal Chief Minister, Mr Jyoti 
Basu, Who also holds the Power 
portfolio, claims that the Workers’ 
Union resorts to sabotage to cut 
■power generation only to discredit 
the Left Front Government. It is 
true-that the union hag no love lost 
for Mr Basu’s Government, but so 
far no member of the union has 
been charged with acts of sabotage. 
However, the very allegation of 
sabotage dries not seem to be mere 
propaganda. There have been seve¬ 
ral incidents of disrupting production 


which can be hardly described as 

accidents. 

This time the Left Front Govern¬ 
ment decided to take drastic action 
against the Workers’ Union and 
pressed into service all the powers 
of the State. Deploying the para¬ 
military Eastern Frontier Rifles was 
an unprecedented action. West Ben¬ 
gal’s Additional IG, Mr Amal Dutta, 
was deputed to look after the plant’s 
security. It may be recalled the 
C.PI(M) had demanded the withdrawal 
of Central Reserve Police and Cen¬ 
tral Industrial Security Force from 
Durgapur Steel in 1970. But now In 
power, the Marxist Chief Minister 
has no such samples to bring back 
discipline among his old comrades at 
Santaldih. However, one does not 
know if this is the end of the Jyoti 
Basu-Parimal Das Gupta war or if it 
is just another battle. Santaldih, it 
seems, will continue to tut the head¬ 
lines, 

While the EFR forces and the 
policemen, some of them from the 
Intelligence Branch and some wo¬ 
men, keep their vigil, the Govern¬ 
ment has taken other more tangible 
steps. The two highest-placed engi¬ 
neers have been transferred—the 
Additional Chief Engineer, Mr R- 
Chowdhury and the General Supc 
rintendent, Mr D P. Roy. They 
have been repiaced by Mr Rathln 
Bose who will look after both men s 
jobs. Sixteen workers, all belonging 
to Mr Das Gupta’s union. Wave also 
been transferred. At the same 
time, 55 retrenched workers of ACC- 
Vickers-Babcock have been given 
employment at Santaldih. Besides 
their experience of working at an 
allied industry, they are all mem¬ 
bers of the CPKMKontrolled CfTU 
unions. The State Power Commis¬ 
sioner. Mr S. M, Murshad, is the 
author of the action plan and he 
makes regular helicopter trips to 
keep abreast of the. field reports. 
Thus the Slate Government is run 
ning the entire administration ol 
.the State Electricity Board, 3 statu¬ 
tory body. 

GAUTAM GUPTA Calcutta 
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Laldenga's 

dilemma 

Will he go abroad / 

T HE rebel Mizo leader, Laldenga 
Ralte. is facing a serious dile¬ 
mma. His troubles started when 
peace negotiations between the Mfco 
National Front (MNF) and the 
Union Government broke down early 
this year. Soon after, the Peoptes’ 
Conference led by Brigadier Then- 
nhunga Sails swept the recent polls 
in Mizoram, in which despite a boy¬ 
cott call by Laldenga, the turn-out of 
voters was impiessive. This added 
insult to injury and it is learnt from 
reliahle sources that the 51-year-old 
rebel leader, who spent tfn years 
in exile before returning to 
India in early 1976, is planning 
to leave the country again. Re¬ 
portedly Laldenga has sought the 
Prime Minister, Mr Morarji Desai’s 
permission to do so. 

Cassette recordings of a message 
from Laldenga were recently in cir¬ 
culation in Aizgwl's underground 
circles. The message was recorded 
<n New Delhi, where the rebel lea¬ 
der is presently staying with mem¬ 
bers of his family and two Mizo 
guerillas—Zoramthanga, the MNF 
General Secretary atid “Captain” 
Tawnluia, Laldenga’s ADC. 



MNF chief Laldenga (centre) with his younger brother Nqurechhina 
(left) and K. Rochkmga (right), the ad hoc chairman of United Peace 
Front, an Aieawl based pro-Laldenga overground organisation. This 
photograph was taken its New Delhi recently. 


la the 60-minute cassette recorjl 
ing. most of which was a rambling 
diatribe in Mizo language against 
the Government of India, Laldenga 
said: "As known by all, when we 
came to India, the Government of 
India had promised to take us back 
to where we had come from". 
Though the rebel leader did not 
categorically spell out where he 
wanted to go, the expression “from 
where we had come” makes it clear 
that he wanted to go back to Rome, 
from where he had come to India 
after he stealthily flew there from 
his exile in Islamabad in early, 
October, 1975. 

Informed sources iu Aizawl said 
that the Union Government may 
not be averse to the idea, of Laldenga 
leaving the country. In fact when 
the talks between Onion Home 
Ministry and Laldenga over the im¬ 
plementation of July Accord reach¬ 
ed a deadlock, the Hothe Ministry 
asked Laldenga to leave India on 
November 21, 1977. A secret MNf- 
document, sighed jointly by “Colo¬ 
nel" Zaroana and “Colonel” . Yah* 
thanga and procured by this,corres¬ 
pondent at Aizawl, confirmed this. 
“Laldenga was also given a health 
certificate on November 5. 1977 In 
this connection”, the MNT docu¬ 
ment said. 

How did Laldenga evade his wat-‘ 
;«lid arrive 

surreptitioii^y Ib vwew Delhi two 


years ago? According to some re¬ 
bel leaders In Aizawl, Laldenga felt 
very lonely In Islamabad where he 
went after the fall of Dacca in 1972. 
He was cut off from his fugitive 
commanders enagaged in bush wars 
with the Burmese troops in Arakan’s 
wilderness. He wanted his secreta¬ 
rial staff to do something. One of 
his ADCs. “Captain” Lalsangliana 
Sailo. slipped into a smugglers' net¬ 
work and began a phase of globe 
trotting, during which time he un¬ 
successfully contacted many foreign 
missions. 

In November 1973, at the instruc¬ 
tion of Laldenga, his staff contacted 
the Indian Embassy at Kabul. Two 
more contacts were established with 
the embassy ini Kabul in April 1975 
to prepare the ground for a meet¬ 
ing between Laldenga and a repre¬ 
sentative of the Indian Government. 
Laldenga flew to- Geneva in August 
1975 and met Mr Hassanwah'a. a 
senior RAW official, at a hotel 
there. The rebel leader promptly 
offered the olive branch and wrote 
a letter to Mrs Indira Gandhi pro¬ 
posing peace talks. The letter was 
dated August 20. 1975 and was writ¬ 
ten on the Geneva hotel’s letter-head 
Hotel du Lac. Maitre-Rottisuer, 
Telephone (D 22). 

In that letter Laldenga said ; “1 
have no doubt in my mind that the 
solution of Mizoram’s political prob¬ 
lem willt have to be achieved within 


the Constitution of India...In order 
tha* I could contact my underground 
colleagues for injecting them my 
belief and conviction so that they 
come round to my line of thinking, 
I request for the facility of my 
coming over to India, which 1 am 
prepared to do”. 

Laldenga returned to Pakistan 
from Geneva in September and on 
receiving an affirmative reply and 
promise of safe conduct from Mrs. 
Gandhi, secretly flew out again in 
early October from Islamabad with 
members of his family and reached 
Rome. After a meeting with four 
top MNF leaders at Cologne in West 
Germany in December 1975, where 
they were brought from the MNF 
headquaters in Arakan jungles in 
Burma, Laldenga flew to New Delhi 
on January 24, 1976 and began his 
protracted and abortive peace talks. 

The new Government in Mizoram 
led by Brigadier Sailo is openly 
against Laldenga’s plans, and the 
massive majority gained by the 
People’s Conference in the recent 
elections is a clear indication of the 
mood in Mizoram. Faced with such 
conditions, would Laldenga like to 
remain in the country? And will 
Prime Minister Desai, who has adop¬ 
ted a tough attitude towards both 
Laldenga and Pltizo. allow him to 
go abroad? 

SANTANU GHOSH Silrlvt. 




Whe n Goa w ent ' dry' 

Water : a safe drink ? _ 


I N THE first week of June, suddenly 
the tap water in Panaji and 
some other towns in Goa—Pondu, 
Margao, Vasco da Gama and Riban- 
dar—turned dirty brown because of 
pollution in the Khandepar river. 
All these towns are fed by the Opa- 
water works which draws water 
from the Khandepar. A large num¬ 
ber of fish died in the river. The 
Government advised the people not 
to consume the tap water because 
it was polluted. 

The cause of pollution was a 
sugar factory, the Sanjeevani Shakar 
Karkana, which was started without 
even realising that Goa did not 
have—and will not, for at least 
another ten years despite all the 
official incentives, doles and blan¬ 
dishments—enough acreage under 
cane to make the project viable. The 
factory has become a heaven for 
politicians favouring Goa’s merger 
with Maharashtra, so much ao that 
the factory’s books are kept in 
Marathi with official translators em¬ 
ployed for the benefit of the senior 
English-speaking officers. 


Tn an ostensible bid to end the 
sugar factory’s mismanagement, the 
Government took it over in 1976. An 
IAS officer was appointed the 
administrator. Ever since, the 
administrator's post has become a 
favourite pasture for senior IAS 
men. The present administrator of 
Sanjeevani is the Chief Secretary of 


Goa, Mr R. M. Agarwal. 

The Government's first reaction to 
the pollution problem was to keep 
mum. Then it denied any possibility 
of danger. The next stage was to 
advise the people to boil water be¬ 
fore consumption as a precaution, 
not as a necessity. When the presi¬ 
dent of the Pradesh Congress, a 
noted surgeon, Dr Wilfred D’Sousa, 
had the samples analysed and issu¬ 
ed a public warning about the dan¬ 
gerous presence of E. Colli-bacilli in 
the water, Mrs Shashikala Kakod- 
kar's Government brazenly admitted 
that the factory had been dange¬ 
rously polluting the river by dump¬ 
ing molasses in a drain which flows 
into the Khandepar. Mr Agarwal 
pleaded for pity, saying that the 
“practice” was five years old, and 
he had “inherited” it. 

Several grandiose plans to re¬ 
medy the situation were announced. 
Mr Agarwal, now as the Chief Se¬ 
cretary, pompously spoke of a “sur 
gleal operation" on the river he 
polluted as the sugar unit’s Chief 
Executive. An engineer said it would 
be necessary to “wash the river”. 
Several formulae were tried and 
discarded after being found either 
impractical, like clearing 1,200 tons 
of thick molasses manually or 
plainly stupid, like pumping out 
molasses with a small bore water 
pump. The IAS fraternity, as usual, 
looked after itself well. Water was 
door-delivered from the Assonora 


Works, 25 kms. north of Panaji to 
the residences of the Lieutenant 
Governor, Ministers- and senior offi¬ 
cers. The rest of the population was 
grateful to their own private, gods 
for the heavy rains of the last few 
days. They collected water from rain 
drains and, with schools ordered 
closed, children gave a helping hand. 
The Government unofficially slacken¬ 
ed attendance rules to give em¬ 
ployees a chance to help at home 
with the bucket. The Army was 
called in, but it turned its nose and 
walked out. 

Experts from the Bombay Muni¬ 
cipality and from the Central Water 
Pollution Board (CWPB) have been 
summoned. Dr. Ranganathan, the 
CWPB environmental engineer has 
decided to move the courts for an 
injunction ordering the Sanjeevani 
factory closed. Firebrand Janata 
Party MLA, Mr Ferdiono Rebello 
filed a criminal complaint against Mr. 
Agarwal under Section 133 of Cr. 
P. C. Ironically, the offence is triable 
by the District Magistrate who 
happens to be Chief Secretary 
Agarwal’s subordinate. 

Strangely, Goa’s Lt. Governor, 
Col. Pratap Singh Gill, decided that 
the man-made drought in Goa was 
the right time for him to go to 
Delhi and make a social call on the 
convalescing Home Minister, Chau 
dhari Charan Singh. 

MARIO CABRAL e SA, Goa 


Suppression of academic dissent 


Jodhpur teachers on warpath 

r PHREE hundred professors and 
1 teachers of Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Aligarh and Delhi Universities re¬ 
cently submitted a joint note to the 
Chancellor of Jodhpur University. In 
their protest they urged him to in¬ 
vestigate into the manner in which 
Sociology Professor A. K. Saran of 
Jodhpur University was relieved of 
his post. According to them, the 
Suspension was a hurried attempt to 
suppress academic dissent in the 
university. 

The events leading up to Prof. 
Saran’s suspension began with the 
suspension of the professor of min¬ 
ing engineering, Mr R. Bhadada. 
The University Syndicate then ap¬ 
pointed a commission of enquiry in- 
L the reasons behind the suspen¬ 
sion and nominated Prof Saran as 
one of the members but be declined 
to serve on the committee in protest 
against the manner of the suspen¬ 
sion. It appears that the order nad 
been motivated by a group of slo- 
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gaueering students who demanded on the committee. The University 
the instant removal of Prof Bhadada Syndicate, incensed at the comments 
from the university. made in saran’s letter, passed a reso¬ 

lution censuring Saran for “hi3 
Prof Saran bad been present at comments on the merit of the case”, 
the meeting of citizens when the Unfortunately, the Syndicate blun- 
slogans were raised by the students, dered here for at no stage had Saran 
He made this fact clear in his letter expressed any thoughts on this as- 
expressing his inability to serve on pect. 
the committee : “I was also present 

at 'the meeting of the citizens. It The Jodhpur University Teachers’ 
was at this meeting that students Association protested strongly against 
were allowed by the Vice-Chancellor, the Syndicate's resolution. It 
virtually under gherao and duress, to observed : “It would have, been 
read before it their charges against morally wrong on the part of Profes- 
Prof Bhadada who was out of Jpdfi- sor Saran to nave accepted the offer 
pur at the time. So- r r the steps when he felt so strongly about the 
taken at the time appeared to he manner in which the action was 
extra-constitutional.” taken.” It added : “The resolution 

of the Syndicate is ah attempt to 
The terms of reference of the en- throttle individual opinion against 
quiry committee did not allow any the ‘official stand’.” 
investigation into the manner of 

suspension apart from the actual Perhaps the Syndicate was motiva 
charges levelled against Prof Bha- ted in its action against" Prof Saran 
dada. Since Prof Saran felt this by the wishes nr the Vice-Chancellor, 
was a necessity, he declined to serve Prof Kotkari. Them had been a 





serious altercation between Prof 
SarAn and the new Vice-Chancellor 
at a meeting of the Academic Coun¬ 
cil. Prof Saran had objected vehe¬ 
mently to the .practice of awarding 
"grace marks” and the Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor responded by telling Prof 
Saran that if he had been in govern¬ 
ment service, he would have been 
suspended. According to Prof 
Saran himself : “The Syndicate had 
not awakened to the meaning of the 
great bloodless revolution of March 
1977." 

Following the Syndicate’s con¬ 
demnation of his actions, Prof Saran 
submitted a protest resignation, re¬ 
questing its consideration by the 
Syndicate. In the meanwhile, Prof. 
R. S. Kapoor had taken over from 
Prof. Kothari as Vice-Chancellor and 
made an effort to dissuade Saran 
from resigning. It appears, however, 
that his views on the case changed 
considerably after Prof. Kothari 
briefed him about Prof. Saran’s ada¬ 
mant dissent in various cases. Appa¬ 
rently, Prof. Kothari painted a pic 
ture of Prof Saran as being a trouble¬ 
maker to anyone in authority. 

This is true to an extent : Prof 
Saran is a peppery man. On an ear¬ 
lier occasion, Prof. Saran had chas¬ 
tised the Collector of Jodhpur about 
his failure to protect a former Vice- 
Chancellor who was gheraoed by 
students on the Collector’s lawn. The 
Vice-Chancellor had then been forc- 
ed to sign a letter of. resignation in 
full view of the Collector, the SP 
and other members of the police 
force. The Collector’s report that 
the resignation was made under 
duress was called “deriliction of 
duty” by Prof Saran. The latter 
added: “Such a Collector has no 
business presiding over the District 
administration.” 

Jodhpur University itself has be¬ 
come a seat of great turmoil. There 
have been allegations of gross mis¬ 
use of power, nepotism, tampering 
with results, awarding unauthorised 
grace marks and even manipulation 
of marks by the Vice-Chancellor him¬ 
self. 

When Prof. Saran wrote to the 
present Vice-Chancellor requesting 
the University "to accept his resig¬ 
nation as soon as possible,” it was 
evident that he wanted his protest 
resignation considered by the Syndi¬ 
cate. This was natural as it was the 
Syndicate which, perhaps under the 
guidance of Prof. Kothari, tried to 
suppress the teacher's right to “ex¬ 
press his free and frank opinion on 
that matter under consideration by 
the University’’. Prof. Saran had at 
no stage suggested the considera¬ 
tion of the letter by the Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor alone. Prof. Kapoor's hasty 
acceptance of the resignation was, 
according to legal experts, unautho¬ 
rised by Jaw, ' i . 

MANMOHAN DAYAL 
Jodhpur v*.VV V : i -• H,' 


A blind teacher's crusade 

And a college management’s ‘humanitarian’ stand 

T WENTY-seven-year-old S. Suresh 
Kumar, a retrenched college 
teacher who is totally blind, has 
started a relentless crusade to esta¬ 
blish his own rights, Suresh was an 
assistant professor in the Pioneer 
Kumara&wamy College, Nagerkoil, 
in the Kanyakumari district of Tamil 
Nadu. He was retrenched on the 
grounds that his service was super¬ 
fluous—ironically, this action was 
taken at a time when he was half¬ 
way through bis doctoral studies. 

Not only did he forfeit his job as a 
result, but he was also denied the 
chance of getting a Ph D, a rare 
opportunity in the life of a blind 
man. 


This hurdle was overcome when 
Benares University permitted him 
to take the examination. The next 
steo was the BA for which he en¬ 
rolled at the University of Trivan¬ 
drum: for his postgraduate studies 
he joined Nagpur University where 
he fulfilled his dreams. He secured 
a first class first in his MA (English) 
and won the gold medal for the 
year. 


Suresh had started losing his 
sight at the age of four due to some 
retinal disease and it was not long 
before he was totally blind. Even 
advanced opthalmic science could 
not help him retrive his sight and 
till the age of 14 he languished at 
home under various types of treat¬ 
ment. When eventually he lost 
faith in doctors he threw himself 
into studies and joined the School 
for the Blind at Trivandrum. There, 
however, he was not allowed to 
appear for the school final exami¬ 
nation as he was under 20 at the 
time. 


On July 20, 1974 he was appointed 
tutor in English at the Pioneer 
Kumaraswamy College where his ser¬ 
vices were found efficient both bv 
the management and the principal 
His aptitude was rewarded wtth a 
teaching fellowship under the Fa¬ 
culty Improvement Scheme for doc¬ 
toral studies at the University of 
Kerala in 1976. A substitute took 
his place as tutor and Suresh left 
enthusiastically for Trivandrum. 


Ten months later the college 
management served a termination 
notice to him on the grounds that 
Ms service had been found super¬ 
fluous. This notice, dated May 31, 
1977, was sent without obtaining 
>rior permission of the University 


MGR acnlandmq Anna's statue « Will he help Suresh Kumar? 
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Kelson, Secretary of the Kanya- 
kumari District Unit of the MUTA 
told this correspondent that the 
college has stopped admitting stu¬ 
dents for the Pre-University course 
from this year. He; wanted the 
Government and university to help 
safeguard the jobs of teachers by 
re-opening the PU course. 

The college management insert 
large advertisements in local dailies 
accusing both the Director and the 


MUTA, They state that the post was 
given to Suresh solely on humani¬ 
tarian grounds and he could not 
nerform according to expectations 
because of his handicap. Suresh 
maintains that this struggle has been 
his life pattern from the very begin¬ 
ning. “I am looking forward to the 
day when 1 can continue my docto¬ 
ral studies- That is my life’s ambi¬ 
tion,” says Suresh. 

M. NARAYANAN, Tirunelveli 
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Bootlegging in Madras 
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You want 'iced water’ (gin) or ‘hot water (arrack) ? 
“A T any given time, Madras can 


S. Suresh Kumar 


as is required by the rules. Suresh 
annealed to the University and his 
services were renewed subject to the 
aoDrovsl of the Director of Colle¬ 
giate Education. The Director gave 
a negative answer but Suresh alleged 
that this was due to a false “work 
load chart” presented by, the mana¬ 
gement Ever since then it has 
been a prolonged struggle for exis¬ 
tence for Suresh. All bis represen¬ 
tations to the Government met with 
no result—according to him, the 
University is helpless and it is now 
upto the Government to help him. 
None of his memoranda and peti¬ 
tions have met with any tangible 
result. 

According to the conditions laid 
down by the Faculty Improvement 
Scheme the respective colleges 
would pay the scholar teachers while 
the substitutes would be paid by 
the University Grants Commission. 
The truth in Suresh’s case is very 
different. He has not been paid 
since January 1977, To draw atten¬ 
tion to his plight Suresh went oh 
an indefinite hunger strike along 
with Mr N. Vasu devan Nair. The 
latter is an assistant professor of 
the same faculty as Suresh, and is 
from the same college. The two of 
them started their strike in front of 
the Madras Secretariat on June S, 
1978. 

they have the full support of the 
Madurai University Teadiers’ Asso¬ 
ciation (MUTA) as well as the Tamil 
Nadu Government College Teachers’ 
Association, In addition,' the Madu¬ 
rai University has appointed a 
three-member commission to inves¬ 
tigate the various allegations and 
complaints made' by. the student* 
.and tthff agafcst the mismanage¬ 
ment of the college. 

Teachers have demanded the im- 
over of the inst’ 




supply lorry-loads of both 
smuggled liquor as well as stocks of 
arrack”—thus spoke a retired police 
officer. “If liquor distillation and 
smuggling are to be contained to 
even half their present volume, the 
constabulary must be augmented at 
least tenfold." More pessimistically, 
he added : “But who can vouch for 
the absolute honesty of the police 
force ?” 

Bootlegging is a challenging voca¬ 
tion demanding a great degree of 
planning, ingenuity, speed, faith, 
accuracy and integrity, just as in 
thfe management of any sophisticat¬ 
ed industry. Dailies carry regular 
news bulletins, via police sources, 
of. liquor carriers trapped, clandes¬ 
tine distilleries unearthed, fermented 
wash “destroyed" and other such 
snippet*. Hut what fraction of the 
total menace ‘do these catches re¬ 
present ? . j 

Each stum boasts of several safe 
vaults Where arrack is stored and 
sold. Even if one such cache is ex¬ 
posed, there remain several other* 
sufficiently camouflaged to evade de¬ 
tection. Hirelings “confess” to the 
smugglings, secure in the knowledge 
that their families will be well pro- 
' vjded for during their prison terms. 
Slum-dwellers invariably tamper 
with the street lights that hinder 
their trade. Children are trained to 
warn them of the impending arrival 
of police vans. >v 

Every second street in a posh 
locality has its clandestine depots 
which stock liquor, some of which 
are manned by unemployed gradiw 
tes. A bulk order must be placed 
well in advance; prompt delivery 
is always assured, even’it Scotch is 
involved. Spurious stuff is never 
sold for a bootlegger will never risk, 
incurring the wrath of a customer in 
the face of such stiff competition in 
the field, 

While there are obviously no 
showroom facilities for sale, mobile 
“booths” on cycles and scooters ab- 
bund. The salesman, usually the 


promoter, canvasses orders but carri¬ 
es no stacks. Minutes after the or¬ 
der is placed, someone else will deli¬ 
ver the stuff. There arc many tele¬ 
phonic services too, responding to 
codes that are frequently altered to 
avoid their being broken. Such cod¬ 
es are also adopted to ensure ser¬ 
vice only to regular customers and 
not just casual drinkers. 

Certain restaurants serve liquor 
to VIP patrons right in the midst of 
a common dining hail. The modus 
operand! is ingenious. Gin and ' 
arrack are the only drinks served 
since they ate colourless and would 
pass off as water to a casual obser¬ 
ver. An order far “iced water” is 
a call for gin, while “hot water” 
means arrack. Incense sticks are 

burnt to dispel the aroma of spirits 
and empty glasses are removed swi¬ 
ftly. 

Resourceful soft drink owners 
mix drinks with lemonades and ser¬ 
ve the contents in coconut shells 
with straws to avoid suspicion. At 
the race course, rum is sold in 
juice glasses with pieces of innocu¬ 
ous fruit floating at the top. 

Sometime ago, a car carrying 
carboys of arrack was apprehended 
by police beyond the city limits of 
north Madras. The issue was settled 
by surrendering one carboy to the 
police officials. In ah hour the con¬ 
tents of the carboy had been dispos¬ 
ed of—sold at “janata” rates to 
nearby villagers. 

, V. 

Tn the MGR Government opinion 
seems to be divided oft prohibition. 
In the first week of May. MGR in¬ 
augurated the production of a movie 
entitled Naan Kudithukondey Imp- 
pen (I Will continue to driuk). The 
;• object of this film is to propagate 
y>iimong the rural masses the cata¬ 
strophic effects of liquor—a laudable 
pjrojett;-Which may prove more effecr 
tt Vfe tbart prohibi tion laws. In con¬ 
trast, sequences in recent moves pre¬ 
sent the villain and his henchmen 
sipping .'TVs- while a cabaret girl 
disrobes. ", 

;■■■■■ -Xv ■ 


S. N. NARAYANAN, Madras 
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The importance 
of being an Indian 


A fan had Rishi Kapoor 
blushing by imagining him to 
be Nargis's son, but, as 
RI N K I BHATTACHARYA 
writes on the recent Tash¬ 
kent film festival, the Soviet 
people are yet to get over 
Raj Kapoor or 'Awara'. 


<<IN Uzbekistan we eat only once 
1—we begin in the morning, end 
at night,” beams our host amid 
lively cheer, followed quickly by 
another ceremonious toast. A few 
Indian students have hijacked us 
from the marketing screening of a 
disastrous Mexican co-produCtion. 
The Bermuda Triangle, to the house 
of their Dean, who was expecting 
Indian stars. The stars have wriggl 
ed out from the informal get- 
together but we. a few inconse¬ 
quential Indians, are caught in this- 
charming tradition of hosting and 
toasting 1 

The first toast is offered to the 
health of the hostess, who has spent 
the previous night in the kitchen 
preparing this elaborate meal. But 
she is none the worse for it: her 
cheeks are aglow with the pride of 
having Indian guests at her humble 
table. After the first toast one loses 
count—of toasts, and of the time. 



At 2 p.m. we are delicately nibbling 
cherries, strawberries, candy, crack¬ 
ing Brazil nuts. After this will be 
broth, then Shnshlik or Sheekh 
Kabab. The most elegant ritual, the 
Uzbek Pulao, comes as a grand 
finale— only after the guests arrive 
does the Pulao pot go on fire. There 
is no way we can rush through our 
meal: we have to give up the idea 
of getting to the Palace of Arts in 
time for the screening of Bosun 
dhara, the Bangladesh entry. 

The teenage son of our host plays 
Indian film music in honour of our 
presence. Their love for India, their 
undisguised enthusiasm for our films, 
is quite touching. This love is hand¬ 
ed down from one generation to the 
next. Evidently, the architect of this 
social phenomena is “Radj" Kapoor. 

Unlike the rest of the world, 
espedalty Europe, where Satyajit 
Ray’s Bengal is cinema’s India, for 
the Soviet people Awara is India. 
They have not yet got over either 
Awara or Raj Kapoor, and it is 
doubtful whether the)' ever will 
The Kapoor hierarchy is very much 
in evidence. Swarms of keen-eyed 
youth surrounded Shashi and Rishi. 
To add to their glee Shashi Kapoor 
gallantly declared at one of the 
presentations: "If l was unmarried 
still I would take home an Uzbeki 
bride!"—a statement the audience 
applauded with thunderclaps. 

The Amitabh wave has not affect¬ 
ed Soviet people and, except for the 


three Kapoor heroes—Raj, Shashi 
and Rishi—they are unmoved by 
other stars. Rgj’a elder son, Daboo, 
seems to be ,qtute unknown, A few 
ask about Rajesh Ktaanrih. Workers 
or students passing by the square 
opposite Hotel Uzbekistan look at the 
entrance hopefully. Many of them 
stop, seeing Indians, to ask about not 
just Raj Kapoor, which Is expected, 
but about Mrs Indira Gandhi! 

Seoul Ben Barka, the famed 
Moroccan filmmaker (Oil War, Blood 
Wedding) who has made four of the 
five films produced in his country. 
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Ben Barku with Smita Patil 

made a delightful observation : "On 
our cinema screen we see our king 
twice a year, but Raj Kapoor we 
see every day.’’ The traditional 
Soviet viewers may not see Raj- 
every day, but they have remained 
his lifelong fans. Ilyusha Ibrahim, 
a man who has earned popularity 
singing Indian songs, has named his 
son after Raj. It is common enough 
to find people calling their children 
Rai or Rita. Nargis is known as 
"Rita” from Awara. Even this time 
an ardent fan asked Rishi how bis 
mother Nargis was. Rishi could only 
blush) 

Among the participating countries, 
the Indian contingent alone accounted 
for a full quarter of the total dele¬ 
gates. We Had delegates landing up at 
all times—rone young French media 
man. Serge Rlsaient, would walk up 
to the Indian table each' morning, 
grinning: " But your table grow.; 
bigger every day ! ” Eventually, we 
had around 60 delegates, - irhaps it 
should have been called the Indian 
festival in Tashkent: Gulzaar’s 
Kilab (The Book of Life) Was the 
official entry, but besides that we 
had numerous screenings in the 
/ marketing and inf-'matfyn sections. 


Most of us 


lured by the 


Raj Kapoor with Estonian actress Eve Klvi: A taste of shashlik 


proverbial Uzbek hospitality, Tash¬ 
kent Is beautiful at all times, but in 
May U is ' especially lovely^ ■ As . 
more and more: guests 'arrived the 
■ lounge of our hotel kaoked like - a 
busy market v place. There Was a 
massive contingent o;r 'Afrk»ae>: ro$st 
: .'or ;- them kwere: all-male 'delegations, •« 
but towards the end of the festival 
that moat sensational Black actress; 






Tabara of Senegal, made a dramatic 
appearance. She moved with stately 
grace and was almost lethal In her 
attractiveness. She had appeared 
for the first time in Ousman 
Sembene’s Ceddo, which was shown 
at the Madras festival in January. 
Ousman, the most celebrated direct- 
tor of Senegal today, was very 
elegant with his throwaway grace 
He made a significant statement at 
the Seminar of the Filmmakers’ 
Union: 

“First 1 want to communicate to all 
African people, then to the rest of 
the world.’’ 

The greatest celebrity at the 
festival was the ageing monarch, 
Toshiro Mifune. It was a surprise 
that he was there, and many failed 
to notice him When some of his 
ardent fans, like Asha Bhonsle’s 
daughter Varsha, were told he was 
there, they refused to believe it. 
Even after taking his autograph 
Varsha kept murmuring. 'T just 
can’t get over it, Toshiro in person!" 
Mifune bad come to try on some 
make-up tests and hunt locations for 
a new film to be shot in Khirgizstan. 
In fact, quite a few co-productions 
were under way. One, directed by 
Ben Barka, involves three countries 
—Morocco, the Soviet Union and 
Nigeria. It will have a global star 
cast, Alibaba and Forty Thieves is 
being made for the nth time as 
an Indo-Soviet venture. 

Celebrities like Grigori Chukbrai 
or Tosh' '.-.ic wdre the except 
Hons, ( i g total anonymity. In this 
festival. rely five ‘‘editions’’ old, 
the biggest representation is mafl(* v 
by developing countries which have 
no identity at all in the international 
mOvie map. At the last festival ?3 
Countries sent 210 films. Tashkent 
has been called the Third World 
festival, but’ its boundaries have ex- 
tended; and for’the first time there 
were films and delegates from 
Australia and New Zealand. Hie 
smjttifc. New Zealand actress N&vim 
Rowe. who reminded one of Laurfin 
Bacall, said; that the film Sleeping 
privately funded, marked a 
re-emergence for the cinema of their 
cpuntry. They have a great many; 
documentarieo—some : of them v very" 
fOQd-^-but only four significant 
feature film*.' Curiously, the best 
films chifie f from Countries where 
cinema is not yet an industry—Cuba. 

> Bolivia efid Senegal presented highly 
sensitive yrarks/ Another important 


fihh was Josfi Estrada’s Idlers, from 
Mexico. 

| IKS Uzbekistan’s immediate 
Lf neighbour, Afghanistan, remote 
little units like Benin, Mali, Laos, 
PLO, Chile and a-host of others are 
not only struggling for economic 
independence, out for cultural 
identity. They capnot identify ideo¬ 
logically with the super powers of 
the world: their aspirations are 
distinctly different. A permanent 
feature at the Tashkent festival is 
the stimulating contacts with film¬ 
makers from young Republics, the 
discussions jon the role of cinema in 
the struggle for peace, social pro¬ 
gress and the freedom of the people. 
The facts that there are no contests, 
or even a jury, make the atmosphere 
wonderfully relaxed. 

As a part of the hospitality all the 
delegates were displayed on the 
dais of, theatres showing their films, 
and then led to Room 411 and tipp¬ 
ed in roubles for being on display! 
One of the young girls very much 
on display was a Bombay chorus girl. 
Bijoya (Dolly) Jena, who seemed to 
be incredibly popular. Two Pakistani 
stars, Sangeeta and Kaweeta,, inflict¬ 
ed hot number dances on the entire 
delegation every night—in the main 
dinner hall, and after midnight, at 
the Press bar! Their energy was 

? uite fantastic—but after one of them 
ell ill and the other got engaged to 
a local Pakistani student, their 
nocturnal feats ended. 

Compared to the Moscow festival, 
where nearly 1,500 delegates attend, 
Tashkent is a personalised one. Not 
only are the names of the inter¬ 
preters different — Suraiya, Syed. 
Ulfat, Ziaddullah—they are less for¬ 
mal; less sophisticated but warmer. 
Smita Patil, who Amita Malik said 
looked “straight out of a Benegal 
movie" was quite moved by the 
affection of our interpreters. She 
read the closing address on behalf 
of the. Asian continent, and was 
tempts) (o give a special mention to 
the interpreters — which of course, 
was out of the question! 


After Hie long, never-ending 



Toahirp fidifUne; in .person 



concluded, the Festival banner lower¬ 
ed until 1980. As a tribute to Raj 
Kapoor’s phenomenal popularity, his 
latest, Saiyam, Shtvam, Sundaram 
was the last official screening. 

W HAT makes this festival an 

enormous success in terms of 
friendliness and hospitality is the 
mass participation. The whole dty 
seems to rejoice—actually, all dtie* 
of Soviet Uzbekistan have a beam 
feast of films for months to come. 

One of the highlights of the 
Festival was our visit to the andent 
centre of Islamic theology, Buchara. 
The first thing at Buchara was to 
break bread, a symbol accepting the 
hospitality. Little boys with solemn 
expressions boat the arum, old folks 
Wew into long windpipes. After a 
conducted tour of this museum dty 
which has some hundred odd monu¬ 
ments. a few dating- bade ta 100 
B.C., we were taken to pioneer 
camp. This was the last straw for 
all those hard-core cynics who still 
had a mental blockade about the 
goings on! The exquisite setting of 
the camp melted them completely. 
Charpoys spread out under blossom¬ 
ing apple trees, tables heaped high 
with scarlet, shining cherries, straw¬ 
berries, colourful candy, confec¬ 
tionery, lemonade, the Chai samovar 
steaming gently as white flakes erf 
apple blossoms covered our head, 
our plates. The atmosphere was 
fairy-tale, unreal, mythical. A little 
distance away, Uzbek folk dancers 
and rope walkers performed: some 
of us joined the dance and got lost 
In thisonetee The Buchara visit was a 
brief flight back into childhood 
dreams: It will remain the best 
memory of the 5th festival at 
Tashkent. 

Tashkent itSelf is a beautiful 
memory. A place where vou find 
an inner connection With people. 
The festival has bridged many dis¬ 
tances by putting so many kinds of 
people, with their distinct ethnic 
backgrounds, their diverse cultures, 
on a common platform with a single 
aspiration. There is a new level of 
contact, and of understanding. And, 
far more Important than all this is 
a realisation that eludes us under 
normal circumstances:. Tashkent 
makes one feel the importance 
of being an Indian 


Photograph:- Bam Blunhh'hmya 
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news pictures 



IS THE 'LAST SUPPER* FINISHED ? One of the world's most lamous frescoes, Leonardo da Vine?* "Last Sup¬ 


per 3 ' (above) is being eaten away by mildew and will disappear unless urgent action is taken. After survivhtg 
nearly five centuries and the bombmg raids of the Second World War, smog and humidity seem to have jeo¬ 
pardised the masterpiece which was done in the supper roam of Santa Maria Alle Grant Church tn the heart 
of Milan, a busy industrial and commercial centre tn northern Italy. Professor Carlo BertelU, Lombardy’s 
Superintendent of Historic and Artistic Patrimony, has said that possibly the artist too is partly to blame 
because he used egg tempera instead of fresco paint. 




4BIRDS OF A FEATHER {When the Indian Prime 
Minister, Mr Morarji Desai arrived in Britain, his 
British counterpart, Mr James Callaghan, (above) met 
him personally at the Heathrow atrport, contrary to 
normal practice. During the course of their talks Mr 
Desai stressed that India, in her dealings with the 
USA and the Soviet Union, will not pander to the j 
wishes of other countries. Their discussions also cen¬ 
tred on detente, disarmament, and the recent deve¬ 
lopments both in Africa and Afghanistan. Mr Desai 
later went to the USA where he held a series of 
bilateral talks with President Jimmy Carter and 
addressed the UN General Assembly in New York. 
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▲ A ‘DEMOCRATIC ASSAULT? The Orissa Covert- 
tent -car in whicn the former Prime Minister. Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, was travelling was attacked in Cuttack 
on June 9 with lathis and stones by Janata Party 
supporters. The Congress(I) President however, 
escaped unhurt. Later, Mrs Gandhi sent a cable to 
the Prime Minister, Mr Morarji Desai. in New York 
complaining about the Stale Government’s failure to 
protect her. Mr Desai is understood to have called 
for an explanation from the Orissa CM, Mr Nilamoni 
Row tray. Cbngress(I) and Janata Party supporters 
clashed with each other all ovei the Slate on that 
day. Picture shows police chasing away dtrr.mtsira- , 
tbrs in front of Ike Bhubaneswar nirpi.r: 
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Dynamo Lamps 

• 12 volts and 6 volts, 
the choice is yours. 

• A bright non-flickering 
beam...in any weather. 

• Comes with its own 
power source...no cells 
to replace. 

• Sleek, full-chromed and 
pilfer-proof. 

Choose a Miller Dynamo. 

It's an all-weather lamp 

that'll last you a life-time. 


Tl Miller Ltd., Madras 600 053 (A subsidiary of Tuba Investments of India Ltd.) 
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Vital facts about Colds and Flu 
and how to fight these ailments 


“I find 
Anacin of 
great help”, 
says Nurse 
Angela 
Fernandes. 



Nurse Angela Fernandes 
finds Anacin strong 
enough to give quick 
relief from the aches and 
pains of colds and flu. 


What causes colds 
and flu? 

Aif-borne viruses from 
infected persons spread 
colds and flu. Normally, 
the body resists these 
viruses. But over-exer¬ 
tion or under-nourish¬ 
ment weakens the body 
and lowers resistance 
to infection. 

What are the symptoms? 
Bodyache, heaviness in 
the head, sneezing and 
a runny nose. Flu is 
often accompanied by 
shivering, discomfort 
and sweating. Cough, 
sore throat, loss of 
appetite and fatigue 
may follow. J . 

Can it lead to 
complications? 
Neglected cases may 
lead to pneumonia and 


infection of the upper Anacin four times a 

respiratory tract. day. 


How does Anacin help? 
Anacin relieves the 
misery of colds and 
flu. Anacin is strong— 
it contains more of the 
pain-reliever doctors 
most recommend all 
over the world. Anacin 
is trusted by millions. 
It is a combination of 
medicines like a 
doctor’s trusted pre¬ 
scription. So at tbe first 
signs of cold or flu take 


What else should 
yon do? 

• Drink plenty of 
fluids, boiled water,/ 
orange or lemon 
juice 

• Eat nourishing foods 
a Rest adequately 

• Gargle with anti¬ 
septic or salt water 

• Keep rooms properly ' 
ventilated 



Strom) and trusted 

MANNERS 



India'* mokt popularpain-reliever 
From the Anacin Division of Gepffroy Manners 

♦a«ed.TM 
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Morarji : hail the new uript writer l 


N EVER, in recent memory, has a 
political luminary turned to 
scriptwriting. True, MGR returned 
to the silver screen even after he 
was installed as Chief Minister, but 
the latest instance of such an 
occurrence seems totally out of keep¬ 
ing with tradition. Consider the 
facts. The person involved is 82 
years old and a prohibitionist to the 
very core. Ten bonus points tf vou 
have identified him as Morarji 
Desai. And now, if the initial shock 
has worn off allow us to present the 
facts. It seems that he is in the 
process of writing a script for an 
English version of a film about Lord 
Krishna, which is to be produced 
in En eland by Jai Gopal Mohla. 
Morarjibhai had originally started 
work on the project as far back as 
in 1974. He spent 26 days dictating 
the script to Mohla’s son Narpendra, 
often spending as many as two or 
three hours a day on the project. 
Work ground to an abrupt halt 
when Mrs Gandhi decreed In 1975 
that he should go to jail. Even 
that sojourn did nothing to deter 
the present PM, for he spent his 
time there reading the scriptures in 
order to come closer to God. When 
he replaced Airs Gandhi, the stickler 
for tradition refused to give up the 
project and continued work on the 
script: “Whenever I give my word 
nothing can make me go back on it. 
“Ramanand Sagar will direct the 
film and Shashi Kapoor will plav 
Lord Krishna, while Dharmendra will 
take the part of Arjuna. tbe symbol 
of universal manhood. Waxing 
eloquent on what prompted him to 
get Desai to write the script, Mohla 
said the latter had been his spiri¬ 
tual philosopher and guide since 

inot 


'T'HOUGH it does have a Hardyish; 
* title* The Return of the Ashes has 
nothing to do with the creator of 
the fictional Wessex. It is a recent 
release co-authored by hone other 
than Test cricketer and England 
captain Michael Brearley. He. draws 
attention ha hit: writing to an old 


Indian philosophy that it is never 
the outcome of a situation that is 
important; it is the ability to put 
one’s best foot forward that is most 
significant. This, he says, has helped 
him immensely during Ms numer¬ 
ous innings, when he has tried to 
give of his best in every set of cir¬ 
cumstances. There is a sensual 
pleasure, he adds, in being able to 
hit the ball as hard as possible and 
just where he Wants it to go. There 
seems to be a great deal of tbought 
behind his batting technique, as there 
is behind his captaincy too. On the 
eve of a particular Test, be decided 
to tc4k tactics with spinner Derek 
Underwood, despite the warning 
from Alan Knott that the former 
would be averse to such a discus¬ 
sion. He worked out a plan with 
Underwood, and by close of play the 
next day the bowler had figures of 
6 for 66. including the wicket of his 
prize victim, Greg Chappell. All was 
not a bed of roses, he says, when 
lie was given tbe England captaincy. 
With the announcement that Tony 
Greig had joined the Packer circus, 
the selectors approached the author 
and sought an assuraqce that he 
would not follow suit. His answer 
was satisfactory and the next morn¬ 
ing he was told of his new appoint¬ 
ment. Interestingly enough, he finds 
allegorical implications in the situa¬ 
tion — a blonde Prince Charming 
(Greig) from a faraway land (South 
Africa) coming to lift a kingdom 
(English cricket) out of the doldrums 
and eventually losing his place. 
There is also an amusing account 
of a gift to the team on the eve of 
the Centenary Test. An English 
lady, distressed by the fact that her 
cricketers had to wear “bright white 
socks on the field", knitted twelve 
pairs of socks and sent them to 
Brearley. The new captain distribu¬ 
ted them among his team members 
and overheard the remark; ''When 
Greig was captain we got cars; when 
Brearley takes over we get socks.” 


f PHERE was a furore recently over 
1 the thoughts expressed on the 
RSS in Raosahib Kasbekar’s book 
Zand (light or revelation) at the first 
political meeting in Pune of the 
Janata Party Maharashtra Unit. 
The most controversial revelation in 
the book is that the RSS (Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh) is a fascist, un¬ 
democratic and anti-national orga¬ 
nisation. These conclusions drawn 
by Kasbekar angered several pro- 
RSS youths, Many of them “impor¬ 
ted” from Bombay. They objected 
strongly to the sale of the 250 page 
book but stall owners agreed to 
Withdraw sale of the book on one 
Condition, They demanded that, in 
return for their cooperation, an 
adjoining stall owner should close 
sale of books by Guru Golwaikar; 
This demand was not met and so 


impatient RSS-inclined youths deci¬ 
ded to take the matter into their 
own hands. They grabbed copies of 
the book and threw them into a 
bonfire around which they danced. 
Not to be outdone, eX-Socialists 
countered with slogans of “George 
Fernandes Zindabad” and “Bharat 
Mata ki jai.” Mr Fernandes was 
not present, however, though he had 
been invited- It was the calm and 
patience of Messrs S. M. Josbi. L, K. 
Advani and Mohan Dharia that de¬ 
fused the situation, although the 
burning of the book has left a scar 
on the minds of the delegates. 



Everingham and Keo : the area/ 
escape 


I T can be called nothing else but a 
spectacular escape. It might 
even have been tbe plot from a 
Maclean thriller — an Australian 
freelance journalist swimming the 
Mekong river to rescue his Laotian 
girlfriend. John Everingham, the 28- 
year-old hero, had planned the 
attempt over a period of ten months, 
but his two previous tries had prov¬ 
ed abortive. The third time, all 
went well and be navigated bis way 
to the meeting point with the aid 
of a compass strapped to his scuba 
diving mask. The woman waiting 
for him was 25-year-old Keo Sirisom * 
phone, the daughter of a Laotian 
Communist Party official. When; 
Everingham emerged from the 
depths of the muddy Mekong, he 
noticed a hostile river patrol barelv 
600 yards away, but decided to hail 
the girl all the same. He Wasted 
ten precious minutes trying to teach 
her how to use a scuba mouth piece, 
undeterred bv the fact that she 
could not swim. They swam close 
to the surface of the water since 
Everingham did not want the girl 
to panic; soldiers appeared to be 
everywhere. With Thailand and 
freedom still far away, the powerful 
swimmer began despairing till, 
miraculously, a boat belonging to his 
friends loomed on the scene and 
took them to safety- 
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NOW IS THE TIME TO COME TOGETHER 

you and your mayuram 

Mayuram understands you. 

Your transportation needs. 

Mayuram is designed to 
give you pleasurable drives 
and thrilling rides. 

You can carry a pillion 
rider too! 

Yes. now is the time. 

To experience the joy of 
riding Mayuram together! 

70 kms of sheer riding 
pleasure per litre! 

The great Mayuram Moped. 

It's ail yours. 

get your mayuram and get going 
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quiz 


1. What was Sherlock Holmes's 
address? 

2 . Which tennis player Is nick¬ 
named 'Iron Arm’? 

3. If you send someone to 

Coventry, what would you be 
doing ? , 

4. What was the name of Mario 
Puzo's Godfather? 

5. In India we have the PIN code: 
In the U.S.A. It Is the ZIP code. 
What does ZIP stand for? 

6. In the Charlie Brown comics, 
what Is the breed of Snoopy ? 

7 . Who was the only pereon to 
serve twice as Governor-General 
of India? 

8. Which two birds act as the 
messengers of Yams the Hindu 
God of Death ? 

9. When a story Is said to have a 
O'Henry ending, what do we mean 
by It ? 

10. What was the name of the 
Judge who gave the Judgment in 
Kerry Packers favour ? 

11. In London, what happens at 
Sotheby’s ? 

12. Who lives at 11, Downing 
Street ? 

13. "We’ve knocked the baatard 
off' Is a famous statement In the 
history of sport. Who said It, and 
when ? 

14. Who Is portraying Agatha 
Christie on the screen ? 

15. What la common to Charisma, 
Somewhere, Elusive and Unfor¬ 
gettable ? 
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EVERYONE admit** • trier. Sotoway't 
detenoe on this deal front the world cham¬ 
pionship final was not much noticed, pertly 
because It Old hot succeed end partly 
because the contract. was Just 1NT. ’ 
Neve rth el ess , It, Is worth studying. 


* K»a 

*K(3 

* ■9854 

* K 76 

♦ 07654 * J 10 3 

B O J tO 7 4 

♦ AO 3 W E 4 6 2 

♦ s 4 2 » * Q,J 3 

* A 2 

V A 5 2 

* K J 10 7 

* A 10 9 5 

When the detending champions were 
North-South the bidding went: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

Roes Soloway Paulsen Swanson 

— — — No 

1NT No No NO 

North-South were playing a 14 to 16 
notrump, so the South hand was maximum 
North was not quite worth a try. even at 
i mp scoring. 

West led ♦ S. won in dummy. Declarer led 
the 9 of diamonds and let It run. Soloway 
won with the ace (I) and cleared the spades 

After crossing to the King Of dubs Ross 
repeated the diamond finesse, losing to the 
Queen West switched to a heart and the 
declarer claimed eight tricks, conceding the 
balance 

Not sensational, you may think, but West 
made two good plays. The object ot winning 
with the Ace of diamonds in this type 0 * 
position 13 that the declarer may use a later 
entry to dummy for a diamond finesse when 
perhaps the entry could bp put to better 
purpose. Later, when Soloway switched to a 
heart, it was possible for declarer to hold 

* A x 

* tOxi 

* K J 10 x 

1 A Ou 

In this case the heart lead, followed by 
another heart after the spades had been 
cashed, would put the contract tour down. 

At the other table Kantar's 1NT opening 
showed 161 to 18. so North raised to 3NT, 
which had to go one down after a spade 

leati v 
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chess 



■ WJUfe to pity-how MhoukS Me jgame got 

Continuation of Position No. 8 

this came.from a game, Ktiesch-Conradt, 
ptayed at Vftttatock last year: r1b2r k1; 
iplktbppp; pq 2 p 3 : 8; 2PKM B2; 
8 P 1 ; PPSQP 9 P; 3 Rt RK 1. 


White won by 1. Kt—B6 ch. K—HI: Z 
Kt—KI6 ch. resigns, since 2. . . . PxKt: 

3. Q x P. forces mate. 

A dictionary of etiasa 

The pitfalls and difficulties in preparing a 
book ot reference on chess are as various 
ss the game Itself. One must be brlel, but 
not too brief tor fear of becoming elliptical 
and Incomprehensible; one must be lucid, 
but not too lucid lor fear of boring the 
reader; one must be comprehensive, but 
publishers set a limit to the number of 
words you may use because of the cost; one 
must try to preserve e sense of proportion 
so that world figures are not dwarfed In 
their treatment by the space given to local 
personages and worthies, and yet one must 
aim at the home market; finally one must be 
authoritative and accurate and It would 
appear, according to statistics, that only the 
dead are definitively authoritative and they 
air too often lie in their grave In a double 
sense. 

Since to demand ail this of a writer is 
Indeed s bit much, and sjnee, moreover. V 
am myself a hostage to fortune in that! have 
committed the folly of devoting a number of 

C rs to editing an encyclopedia of ch ess, t 
e to be charitable towards those who ‘ 
have dared to venture forth on tide sea of 
troubles and am prepared to limit myself to , 
using the blunt edge of the reviewer’s axe in 
considering An tUuttntod (XcSniey ot 
Chess by Edward R. Brace (Hamlyn, 320 
pages. C3 SO) 

Firstly (must warn those who expect from 
the use of the word Illustrated' on the covet 
to see inside the book Illustrations in the 
sense of photographs of player*, picture? of 
edits, etc.. th«t this book confines Its illustra¬ 
tions to 100 diagrams of positions on the 
chess-board Next. I fear that Mr Brace had 
Indeed fallen right into the deepest pitfall kt 
the matter of favouring home psrsonaMJas 
over the foreign great ones as regards 
space. It is no doubt ungracious of me but I 
have to point out that he gives me 20 ftnee 
and yet allows a great player like Seller only 
10 lines. 

Let me not dwell too long over this, but. 
Rati only 20 lines and Nona Gaprlodashvill, 
the famous woman world champion, only 16 
lines! 

Having said all Bits I must add that I think 
the work a useful addition to the literature 
of chess. 

HARRY GOLOMBEK , 


stamps 



The Irish Post Office Intended to issue a 
special stamp in April 1941 to mark the 26th 
anniversary ot the Easter Rising. Printing 
difficulties delayed ilia Issue, so small-slat 
2d and 3d stamps were hastily overprinted 
with a short inscription for issue In April. 
The 2d stamp is still common but the 3d 
stamp now costs about C6 mint or £3 used. 
The commemorative was ready for issue in 
October 1941. A 2jd stamp, it featured a 
volunteer, a view of the Dublin GPO, the 
focal point of the rising, and the opening 
words of the republican proclamation', ‘in 
the name of God and of the dead genera¬ 
tions . . The stamp now costs about SOp 
mint or tOp used. 

C.W. HILL 
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VARIETY 


Sunday week 


Beginning July 2 

This week the , Sun and Jupiter are conjoined in Gemini, Mercury and Venue are in Cancer, Saturn and Mars are 
conjoined in Leo, Rahu alone is in Virgo, Uranus is In Libra, Neptune is in Scorpio and Kethu is in Pisces. The 
Moon will be mowing through Gemini, Cancer and Leo from Taurus. 


ns 


ssssbs: (March 21 —■ April 20) Your for¬ 
tunes this week will form a mixed 
grill. Exercise care and watchful- 
— ^—.nass in all business dealings. Seek 
and Oct upon advice of elders. Guard against disputation 
In financial matters and avoid changes. Love and marriage 
are somewhat ill-signified. Avoid speculation and gamb¬ 
ling, and take special care in family matters. Good dates: 
2, 4 and 6. Lncky/numbert: 1 and 5. Favourable direc¬ 
tions: South and South-east. 

• (April 21 — May 22) Gain, either 
through elders or Insurance, will 
be accompanied by heavy expendl- 

__tura, perhaps involving litigation. 

Endeavour to placate authority, not to arouse hostility. 
New friends and fresh Interests, probably Intellectual or 
artistic, are foreseen. A secret matter brings happiness. 
Safeguard health and defer courtship, marriage and changes 
in general. Good dates: 3, 4 and 8. Lucky numbers: 4 
and 9 Favourable direction: West. 


TAURUS 


GEMINI 



1 



OH 


———(September 23 — October 22) 

Concentrate on business expansion 
rather than on affairs of courtship 

_ . ■— and pleasure. Do not be afraid to 

adopt new business methods but exercise caution in deal¬ 
ings with property and inheritance. You will enjoy increasing 
good fortune this week. Members of your family will be 
praised for their achievements. Good dates: 3, 6, 7 and 8. 
Lucky number#: 3 and 6 . Favourable directions: West and 
North. 



—as (October 23 — November 21) 

Your professional and social activi¬ 
ties contribute to much happiness. 
. All your affairs make good progress 


despite some Initial anxiety and annoyance. Faith, patience 
and self-confidence will be necessary to combat success¬ 
fully the difficulties and reversals that threaten you. Love 
and matrimonial affairs progress well. Good dates: 3, 4, 6 

and 8. Lucky numbers: 1 and 5. Favourable diraetlon: 

South-west. 


(May 23 — June 21) Provided 
obstinancy and self-will are curb¬ 
ed, your affairs will make rapid 
progress; often with unexpected 
strides. Adopt new business methods and make hay while 
the sun shines, New Iriends and fresh interests are likely 
and family health improves. Love, marriage and dealings 
with elders are favourably augured. Good dates: 2. 3, 4 and 
7. Lucky numbers: 5 and 6. Favourable directions : North and 
West. 

(June 22 — July 22) Translate 
plans into action and do not be 
deterred by the opposition of an 

_elder. Your own hard work and 

Initiative will enhance good fortune promised to you, which 
will include an unexpected and pleasant surprise. Women¬ 
folk and children will aid you greatly. Health should Im¬ 
prove, leading to much happiness. Also a favourable week 
for elders, changes, travel and courtship. Good data*: 2, 4, 
6 and 8. Lucky numbara: 4 and 11. Favourable diraetlon: 
South. 

s(Jufy .23 — August 22) Your luck 
Is greatly enhanced In many ways 
this week. You will be endowed 

.. . .—- with much sympathy, goodness of 

heart and guilelessness. Finances increase, often unexpect¬ 
edly, through speculation or secret matters but beware of 
a threat of Indisposition or deception on the part of women¬ 
folk. Courtship and marriage are best deferred. Do not hesi¬ 
tate to adopt new methods In your dealings. Good dates: 2 
§ and 6. Lucky numbers: 3 and 5. Favourable direction: 
South-west. 

(August 23 — September 22) Re¬ 
frain from precipitate action in ail 
matters. Your affaire register some 
i ■ ■ . ... .i».. .. ,» progress Alut Oh.unexpected benefit 
may corns your way. Doit tactfully with those in authority 
and beware of disputation and .deception at the weekend, 
Do not be despondent If progress la slow and health In- 
ilfferaijt; Jhe BSflod or depression will pass very soon. 

2, 3, 6 and 7. Lucky numbers: 3 and 6. 
•stand 


SAGITTARIUS 


• (November 22 — December 22) 

Beneficial changes, travel and 
Improved health are portended. 

_ _ -Your affairs prosper and your 

employers and those In authority greatly aid you. Push 
business affairs to the utmost. Choose friends of the oppos¬ 
ite sex with care and discretion. Beware of erratic changes, 
especially on the domestic front. Good dates: 4, 6 and 7. 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Favourable direction: West. 


■ (December 23 — January 2ft) Some 
financial expansion Is presaged, 
but watch health of womenfolk in 

■ the family. Children prosper but 
courtship and marriage are best deferred. Womenfolk 
generally cause anxiety. Follow your own Intuition, but 
beware of extravagance and avoid legal affairs and specula¬ 
tion. New friends and congenial family associations are 
foreseen as also success of children. Good dates: 2, 4, 
5 and 7. Lucky numbers: 4 and 7. Favourable direction: 
South. 

(January 21 -r February 1ft) Pro¬ 
vided financial restraint is prac¬ 
tised, a satisfactory week is 
predicted. Employers, officials and 
elders contribute to success and happiness. Health improves. 
Be content with small gains and avoid impulsive changes 
in business at fhe weekend. Your success or failure Wilt 
depend on the sincerity of your actions Good dates: 2, 3, 
5 end 7. Lucky numbers: 7 and 9. Favourable direction: 
South. 



HE 


(February 20 — March 20) Endea¬ 
vour to curb dissatisfaction and 
restlessness that may trouble you. 

■ ..■ -—-—-Be watchful against quarrels and 

avoid making unwise decisions. Exercise patience — the 
clouds will pass, increased activity and determination will 
win through, but do not expect anything of a spectacular 
nature. Womenfolk will play an important part in your 
affaire. Good dates: 2, 6 and 7. Lucky numbara: 3 and 6. 
Favourable direction: West. 

M. B. RAMAN 





























this india 


prize rs. 30 »ar Ihe entry given llrst humour in real life 


AtLAHABAD: A gang "robbed” the 
Allahabad branch of the State Bank of 
India. An alert police force, however, 
intercepted it before it could escape 
from the city. The gang turned out to 
be policemen in disguise as part of an 
operation to test the alertness of the 
police following sonic robberies in Patna 
and Kanpur — The Statesman (Nilita 
Vachani, Calcutta) 

HAZARtBAGH: Students having failed 
in English in the secondary examination 
would not be admitted to colleges in 
Bihar, the Minister for Secondary Educa¬ 
tion, Mr Ghulam Sarwar, said here— 
Amrita Bazar Palrika (Bfcenu Sand, 
Calcutta) 

SOLAN: Police have busted a gang of 
lour teenage girls who used to indulge 
in shoe-lifting at local temples. Mr R. K. 
iMehta, Superintendent of Police, Solan, 
itold newsmen that the activities of the 
igirls came to light when one of its 
members stole the shoes of a honey¬ 
mooning couple who had gone to a local 
temple. The. couple chased the girl to 
ler house, where her father disclaimed 
pi knowledge of the stolen shoes. Later 
Investigations revealed that this gang 
was being paid between Rs 2 and Rs 5 by 
t cobbler who had hired the girls —The 
fribune (Rathin Mukhopadhay, Solan) 

lANGALORE: Two traffic constables 
|rho were found selling cinema tickets in 
Mack market near a cmema house in the 
pajestic area were caught red-handed, 
|'rre8tee and kept under suspension pend¬ 
ing the disposal of the cases against 
4 em. It is learnt that the two cons 
shies not only attempted to escape but 
ad attempted to assault the officers who 
■M apprehended them—Deccan Herald 
>|arooq Abbas, Bangalore) 

ALCUTTA; One fine morning a family 
ake up to find that their main door 
|ts open and their tape recorder with 
leakers and a twoin-one-set missing 
■am their drawing room. They im- 
• Mutely reported this to the police over 
fjf telephone and were amazed at the 

Without comment 


IfORARJI DESAI is as tough as an old 
Mot pickled in brine, and beneath that 
! mtle exterior he is arrogant and a bul- 
'.v He is also, with his liking for garlic, 
umtingly unapproachable. — The Sun- 
ty Telegraph. 


lEAD AND liberty are not incompati- 
je.—Morarji Desai. 

f : : ■ % 

| HAS bien difficult to locate the cen- 
| of power in Delhi.—Piloo Mody. 

iWf not creating health problems for 
^ Janata Pa r ty.—Raj Kara in 


answer they received. They were told: 
“You need not worry. Your goods are 
safe in our custody.” Apparently the two 
thieves who had taken away the equip¬ 
ment had hired a taxi. Their nervous 
movements aroused the suspicion of the 
driver, a Sikh, who challenged them 
with his kirpan. The thieves ran away, 
leaving Iheir loot behind them. The taxi 
driver later deposited the bundle, in a 
nearby thana — The Statesman (Darryl 
Martin, Calcutta) 

AHMEDABAD : Charming Janaki Aiyer, 
an Indian Airlines aii hostess, today 
achieved her wish of getting the auto, 
graph of Prime Minister Morarji Desai, 
but only after giving a written pledge 
that she would wear khadi. As Mr Desai 
got down from a helicopter at the city 
airport. Miss Aiyer who had arrived 
earlier on an Indian Airlines flight, app¬ 
roached him for an autograph. Looking 
at her silk uniform, Mr Desai told her 
that he only gave autographs to those 
who wore khadi. Janaki gladly proinis 
ed, but that was not enough for Mr 
Desai. He made her pen down her pro¬ 
mise and sign below. In her pledge, 
Janaki had written that she would wear 
khadi throughout her life, except when 
on duty—Indian Express (K. Bururaj Rao, 
Bombay) 

NEW DELHI: India has the highest rate 
of fatal road accidents in the world 
though casualties are fewer than in the 
developed countries. According to a 
Study, the fatality rate is a staggering 
64.9 per 10,000 motor vehicles, which is 
five to 15 times the rate in advanced 
countries. The study says the number of 
road accidents in big cities has been 
growing and more than 50 per cent of 
them occur in Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi 
and Madras —The Hmdu (K. Copal, ■ 
Salem) 

GODHRA: Head constable Chotabhai of 
Godhra returned to the police a suitcase 
with bundles of notes worth Rs 2 lakhs 
which he had found on the Aliana- 
Mahaudha road—Times of India (Bhskara 
Pandya) Gandhinagar) 


BOTH SIDES (Janata Party and Con¬ 
gress) have reduced themselves to the 
position of day-labourers having neither 
vision nor interest in what would hap¬ 
pen tomorrow or the day after— Nikbil 
Chakravartty in Mainstream. 

SIDDHARTHA RAY is nothing more 
than a playboy on home grounds, he 
does not boast of even one follower in 
the WBPCC .—New Age. 

WITH HIS athletic build, supple .bearing* 
sparkling smile. General Guassingbe 
Eyadema is a force of nature.—Govern¬ 
ment handout on the ruler of Togo. 
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ALL OVER Orissa there are 
advertisements for a certain brand 
of fertiliser. Along with the ad 
slogan, another line reads “Nirodh 
is available at every fertiliser cen¬ 
tre”—Jeevan Kumar Padhy, Gan- 

jam . ^ 




I RECENTLY received a letter 
from a friend who wrote: “I am 
well here and hope that you are 
in the well too”—Pradeep Mo- 
hanty, Rourkela 



A SLIDE shown In a Darjeeling 
cinema hall during the interval 
reads: “Children under 18 are not 
allowed when the adults are 
showing"—R, M. Gurung, Dar¬ 
jeeling 

WHILE WATCHING a movie re¬ 
cently, I was very annoyed to 
discover that the man in front of 
me was so tall that, no matter 
how I 'craned my neck, I could 
not see anything of the movie. 
About five minutes after the start 
of the film, there was a loud thud 
and the man became shorter by 
about a foot. Then I realised that 
he had accidentally sat on the 
folded seat which had come down 
with, a bang— S. Khataniar, Gau- 
natl ■ 





a word or two 


'T'HIS week we shall celebrate 
1 the race of prigs. Prig is a 
very interesting word, with a 
chequered history. It originally 
meant a tinker. Because tinkers 
were supposed to be light-finger¬ 
ed, it came to mean a thief. The 
meaning then evolved from thief 
to street lounger; then to a fop¬ 
pish, swanking young man; then 
to a fastidious man; then to 
a religious person or a purist 
in morals. A breathless and con¬ 
tradictory series indeed ! 

One or two classic prigs need 
special mention. Mrs. Grundy, 
for instance, personifies middle- 
class morality, spying on her 
neighbours and noting their little 
lapses. She comes out of a play 
of the late eighteenth century, 
Thomas Morton’s Speed the 
Plough. We have a character 
there called Dame Ashfield, who’s 
mortally afraid of her neighbour’s 
opinion : “What will Mrs. Grundy 
say ?’’ Hence the spectre of 
Grundyism. A 



Allied to this is the cult of 
Bowdlerisation. Thomas Bowdler 
was an early nineteenth-century 
editor who produced an expurga¬ 
ted edition of Shakespeare, suit¬ 
able for family reading. Today 
all foolish over-censoring is called 
bowdlerisation. In fact, there 
have; been cases of out-bowdleris- 
ing Bow Her. The Victorian age 
actually saw an expurgated 
Bible! 

WORDSPINNER 


stranger, as We were telling you, than fiction 



A RTHUR Wynne invented the first offered to those who solved them, 
modern crossword puzzle, which was 

published on December 21, 1913, in the The London Times, in an article 
New York World’s Sunday supplement, December 1924, pitied America for jg 
Fun, and revolutionised the entertain- indulgence and bewailed her preoccu|§ 
ment world. It appeared as only one of tion with this "unprofitable trifling", 
a varied group of mental exercises, but estimated that five million working hott- 
it struck the fancy of the public. It was were lost daily due to the people 
a runaway success and when the paper preoccupation with crosswords. If 
skipped the puzzle one Sunday, there _ 

was widepread resentment. Almost immediately, the craze spre* 

to Britain and the Time s warned fj 
For nearly a decade the World was countrymen against submission to t! 
the only newspaper in the world which rage. The warning went unheeded 1 
featured the crossword but by 1923, the 1930, the Times, the most vodfero 
puzzle fad became a well-entrenched opponent of the crossword fad foil* 
habit and crosswords were being publish- itself forced to join the bandwagon, jj 
ed in most of the leading American | 

papers. Harassed libraries removed crossVsi 

books from the shelves. The staff in, 
A shaky publishing firm was inspired British library was directed to defaf 
in 1924 to publish a crossword puzzle the crossword in newspapers to prevt 
book. They persuaded three staff people from lingering over them too lot ; 
members of the World to compile the It also removed dictionaries from t 

book, Within weeks of its release, it shelves to prevent their wear and te*, 

became a bestseller. Crossword books The dictionaries in a Los Angeles libra' 
became the Obvious choice for gifts; Were fastened on stands and their %; 
couples announced their engagements by restricted to five minutes per per»: 
having appropriate crosswords inserted 

in the daify papers; preachers used them The president of the British Opticia 
to attract larger congregations. The Association cautioned the public agaii 
Rev. George McElvcen had the text of over-indulgence in the pastime follows 
his sermon written in the form of a reports of eyestrain caused ,by consty 
crossword on a blackboard kept beside gazing at clues. Even the law could i 

his pulpit which the congregation was escape its relentless reach. A man w, 

required to solve before he proceeded refused to leave a New York restaur#? 
With his address. engrossed as he was in a crossw* 

. v puzzle, was sentenced to ten days’ •; 

Crosswords also Invaded the world of prisonment. He thrilled: "Now-, ff 
haute couture. Checked patterns and cos- have an opportunity to solve the putt 
tumes were even patented by clothiers, in peace and quiet.'’ 

Puzzle books were distributed free with ;« 

dresses sold and attractive rebates were RAJ IB NARAYAN SANY 







"What yoga does for the body, 
music can do for the mind" 



Along with Ravi Shankar and Ali 
Akbar Khan, sarangi virtuoso Pandit 
RAM NARAYAN makes up a trio 
of top Indian instrumentalists who 
are heard regularly and with great 
respect abroad. How much do for¬ 
eigners really understand of our 
classical music ? Do Indian artistes 
performing for audiences in the 
West ‘ dilute’ classical music, as the 
traditionalists claim ? SAKUNTALA 
NARASlMHAhi met Pandit Ram 
Nurayan in Bombay recently. 


Q: You regularly go to Europe 
twice a year and play to Western 
audiences. What is your assessment 
of their reaction to Indian classical 
music 7 

A: When you have some basic 
knowledge of music, it is easy to ap- 
reciate good music, whether of the 
ast or West. In- Europe and Ame¬ 
rica the people who come to listen 
to us have some information about 
their own music; and in the last 25 
years they have also been exposed 
to Indian music. So now they are 
really able to appreciate our music. 

Q: What about appreciating the 
Intricacies and technicalities of 
Indian music 7 How far do Western 
audiences go with the performers 7 

A: They do understand quite a 
bit — I have seen Ravi Shankar play¬ 
ing a ten-and-a-half beat cycle; he 
explained how it went, and they 
were counting ! At first I, too, 
thought that Western audiences un¬ 
derstood little of our music. So in 
’73 when I was in London I conduc¬ 
ted a workshop. I took two ragas, 
Puriya and Marwa, and explained 
. their pakod (characteristic phrases); 

I said, at least this much everyone 
should know when they come to lis¬ 
ten to Indian music. I explained a 
few other things, and after half an 
hour, I played Marwa — a different 
phase this time; immediately they 
identified it ! I did not have to ex¬ 
plain further. They listen so care¬ 
fully. 

W- Q: How would you compare this 
with audience reaction here In 
India? 

A : \I am very happy that Indian 
audi.nies have accepted me as a 
Solo artiste on the sarangi, which 
was traditionally considered only 
an accompaniment. But I would 
like to mention one thing : people 
, say that Indian musicians go abroad 
and ’dilute’ our music. Now, this 
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has been going on here also, for the 
last several decades; As a perfor¬ 
mer I can tell you that we learn 
something from our guru, and we 
perforin something else — because 
of audiences. When we play in dif¬ 
ferent cities, we have to see what the 
local audiences prefer. For example, 
sawal-jawab or prashnotlar is very 
popular in Calcutta; in Maharashtra 
Alladia gharana is popular; and if I 
perform in the Punjab, I must start 
fighting with the tabla immediately, 
otherwise audiences will say I am 
‘weak’. The point is, artistes have 
to deliver what the audience wants 
right here, in India. If 1 have spent 
20 years’ learning dhrupad-dhammar, 
why should 1 have to sing nalyasan- 
geet to become popular ? Why 
can’t listeners come to my level and 
appreciate what I have to offer?... 
Formerly khayals used to be sung in 
dhrupad style; the ‘lighter’ trend 
started roughly during Moghul 
times, when music became more a 
means of entertainment and pleasure 
than a spiritual, serious thing. 
Na,wabs and Maharajas are gone 
now, but some of today’s listeners 
still show a ‘Maharaja’ mentality— 
settling down with bolsters, cushions 
and paan. They forget that as liste¬ 
ners! they have responsibilities, too. 

Q: What would you call liste¬ 
ners' responsibilities 7 

A: Audiences should come to 
concert halls with a deeper involve¬ 


ment. with attitudes of bhakti and 
reverence — like they would, enter¬ 
ing a temple. Then musicians will 
be able to give of their best. And 
good music automatically brings 
shan'ti, peace and pleasure. This is 
the kind of pleasure music is meant 
to bring, not the one associated with 
loud clapping. What Yoga does for 
the body, music can do for the mind 
— bring pleasure for the soul. And 
people in the West have realised 
this. 

When I say audiences have this 
responsibility of providing the right 
environment, 1 should also add that 
the responsibilities of critics are 
even greater. They should take into 
consideration an artiste’s contribu¬ 
tion, his standing, and the number of 
years he has put in, before assessing 
individual concerts. Sometimes even 
top artistes have handicaps. Bade 
Ghulam Ali Khan was paralysed 
during the last years of his life. 
Would it have been fair to review a 
performance of his saying that bis 
enunciation was poor f I am em¬ 
phasising this because hasty, dismis¬ 
sive criticism can cause irreparable 
harm to rising talent. Criticism 
should be balanced by encourage¬ 
ment and appreciation of the good 
points. To young artistes I want to 
say : do not let unfavourable news¬ 
paper reviews depress you. Only 
your own guru is competent to judge 
your performance. Heed criticism 
only from him. 
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New Colgate Trigard Toothbrushes 

Dental research has proved that a toothbrush should... 
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Guard tooth enamel 

Tooth enamel shields against food 
acids and bacteria. Colgate Trigard 
Toothbrushes clean the enamel surface. 
Without damage. 

Guard against dental plaque 
Dental plaque can lead to tooth decay 
and gum disease. The correctly shaped 
bristle head of Colgate Trigard Tooth¬ 
brushes helps remove plaque thoroughly. 

Guard gums 

Gums need a gentle massage to stay 
healthy. The spring-back bnsties 
of Colgate Trigard Toothbrushes 
massage without tearing. 
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TRIGARD 

specially designed 
to guard your teeth 
all three ways 











Now you can get today's "nooil" hair style and more... 

New Code 10 Ionic Hair Dressing 

holds and nourishes hair, 
controls dandruff. 



today's look is the natural "no-oil" 
look. But you know what this does 
to your hair: the scalp dries, dandruff 
follows. This combined with the lack 
of nourishment can lead to hair loss. 

"No-Oil" Style 
Now there's Code 10 Tonic Hair 
Dressing. With Panthenol and LO-7. 
For the natural “no-oil'' look. 
Without the problems. This is how. 

Your hair stays in place with 
Code 10. Naturally. The way you 
want it. Without feeling sticky, oily. 

And your scalp and hair get all 
the care they need with Code 10. 


It has Panthenol, the proven hair 
vitamin to help hair roots utilise 
the nutrients in the blood stream. 
This gives your hair natural health 
and full body. 

Anti-Dandruff Action 
Panthenol also has an anti-dandruff 
action which is strengthened by 
LO-7.. .a proven ami-dandruff agent. 
It helps clear dandruff. 8nd stays 
on the scalp to keep it sway. 

Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 
does all this for your hair.. .without 
costing the earth! 


The natural choice for the natural style 


♦OffM open 
until stock! IM1 
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contains 1 
11 vitamins 
, plus iron v 


/STcTlSt l c' 


When it's time to give y^ir bft^y 
solid food, start him on nutritious 
Cream of Rice, the solid food'.toni¬ 
fied with -11 vitamins and iron m 
addition to protein, carbohydrates 
and minerals. . 

Ne6tum Cream of Rk» ia%^le end 
easy to digest, so you can atatt your 
baby on it from two month* 



Poor pr*- boiled milk 


Add Neatum & mix 
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Evan before a child is born, his 
teeth and bones begin to 
form. From infancy through 
» the growing years, calcium 
. is vital. 

*“ If your child does not get 
sufficient calcium at any stage 
of his growth, it could be too 
late. Start him orf Calcium- 
Sandoz. Today. 

Four tablets a day of 
Calcium-Sandoz 



m 



provide essential calcium 
through the growing years and 
build strong teeth and healthy 
bones. Fortified with vitamins 
C, D and B12, Calcium-Sandoz 
tablets have a delicious 
vanilla flavour which 
children love. 

Calcium-Sandoz—the 
world's bast calcium 
developed by Sandoz in 
Switzerland. 





Calcium-Sandoz 

For strong teeth A 
and healthy bones ^ 
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THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST SELLING 
SANITARY TOWEL 
IS ALSO INDIAS 
NO.1 
BRAND 


jFxtiu iifosoibent, 

♦;xtr,i soil, so light 
you c.m h.iidly leei 
it then- with no 
eml),in,issmi) bulges 
to lemiml you eithei 
And must important, 
Cumtit is totally 
hygienic. . mode in 
stei de conditions in 
Indio's most model n 
ond outonl.itK, plont 
m colloboiotmn with 
01 it istinc Hoden of 
Sweden 

Use Comfit ond 

f(Oi)(-t you're using it 
w 1 11 1 (he complete 
o11, II u’.i ■ of 
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Cmfit cares for you 



WILSON 96 Ballpen. Choice of 
\ the intelligent and choosy. 
From scribbling to sketching, 
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We are doing exciting things see what India's brilliant 
In the Arab countries— managers and workers were 

building power plants, small doing to help develop 
towns, airports. It Is been the oil-rich nations, and 

out there, and we have earn money for the 

only just entered this huge country, 
market, thanks to the 

enterprise of a few SHEKHAR BHATIA outlines 

Indian managers like V. the case of an Indian 
Krishnamurthy and Mohammed engineer who started as a 
Fazal, who had the representative of an 

ability to convince the Arabs American company and 
about our abilities. ended up taking over his 

M. J. AKBAR visited employer’s lucrative concern 

Kuwait, Iraq and Libya to — Kuljian Corporation. 


Democracy is a fraud. Who says so ? Colonel 

Parliament Is to fool the MUAMMAR QADHAFI of 

people. One-Party cir Libya says so in hls Green 

multi-Party democracy is an Book. We publish extensive 

overt form of dictatorship. extracts. 


Ralhajatra or the Car sociological study of the 

Festival is an occasion for festival, finding it to be 
popular revelry. And a more of a distinctive 
popular festival it Is. egalitarian culture than just 

SITAKANT MAHAPATRA another religious ritual, 
makes a searching 


X-raying the pelvis of a 
pregnant woman may seem 
an innocuous practice, but 
in reality It can lead to the 
foetus developing cancer or 
even leukemia at some 
later stage. 

Dr. K. S. PARTHARASATHY 
of BARC, Bombay, warns of 
the need of great care in 
exposing women to the laten* 
hazards of X-rays. 


* General Zla sweeps the polls in the recent elections In 
Bangladesh 
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' Was Bihar's violence-marked panchayat election necessary 
at this time ? 

* Raghu Thakur speaks out on the Janata Infighting In MP 

* Everest Cycles Limited —- where idle workers demand 
that they be given work 

* How Bokaro Steel Plant has "qualified" workers with no 
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OPINION 



The wave will subside 


P IE cover story ‘‘Old wave vs New 
Wave” (SUNDAY. June 4) bv 
Kbalid Mohamed was apt and infor¬ 
mative. Indian audiences were 
weary of seeing multi-starrers in the 
past and this explains the success 
of such low-budget films like Uphaar, 
Guddi, Bawarcht and Parichay. But 
the movie Moghuls were ingenious 
enough to revive the wave. Sholay 
was made with all the conceivable 
ingredients to draw laTge crowds 
and its thumping success at the box- 
office Was followed by a spate of 
other multi-starrers. There is no 
doubt that with time this new wave 
too will grow old. 

Ganesh Kamath K, Mangalore. 

1 AGREE with Mr Mohamed that 
the multi-starrer phase is a tempo¬ 
rary one and will die a natural 
death. But he was wrong in saying 
that only such movies cost between 
Rs 50 lakhs and Rs 1 crore. Even 
two-star movies have cost more 
than a crore, like Talaash and Guide. 
In high-budget films, therefore* the 
star cast cannot really be the basis 
of classification. 

Asit Ktimer, Dkanbad. 

THE new wave of multi-star films 
should worry most of the talented 
filmmakers. In terms of mass ap¬ 
peal they are definitely hard to beat 
bul it is certain that the more sen- 
iti 'c and creative films will in the 
iw\(; am capture the imagination of 
the audiences. It is high time the 
stars s*< o are being patronised by 
the ers of the multi-starrers 

icaliic. .he lacunae they are creat¬ 
ing ano that their fame is bound to 
diminish in the course of time. 

A. Raja Naid u, Bhadrak. 

!T Ifj^gtekening to see the kind of 
publicity you are giving to Zeenat 
Aman. an artless vamp in the cate 
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gory of Bindu, Padma Kbanna, Katy 
Mirza, etc. 1 do not recall having 
read anything in SUNDAY about 
talented artistes, like ilakesh Pandey 
and Farida Jalal. 

Bhaswati Bol, Calcutta. 

"WHO is right about the copy¬ 
right ?’’ by Krishna was erroneous 
and misleading. It is wrong to sav 
that the payment of money by ins¬ 
talments to the producer keeps the 
distributor happy. In fact, the more 
the number of instalments,, the 
greater Is the risk for the distributor 
because the completion of a film is 
invariably delayed by lack of finance 
ur the whims of the stars. They 
can create numerous problems for 
the film at various stages of its mak¬ 
ing. The distributors are at tbeir 
■mercy, and delay is the rule rather 
than an exception. 

The number of successful films ts 
so small that the distributors cannot 
often make both ends meet, let alone 
snake profits. On an average, eight 
out of every ten movies fail, thus 
swallowing up any profits from the 
successful films the distributors 
might have made. Thus, unless 
several of the distributor's films 
click successively, be either loses his 
own capital or simply bides time. 
The producer in comparison sells bis 
films at a high margin of profit and 
when they click, he veritably mints 
money from royalties on gramophone 
records, TV shows, 16 mm rights, 
compensation for dubbing in other 
languages, overfiow from distributors 
and also royalties from re issues alter 
ten years or so. The producer also 
invariably raises the price of the film 
if it succeeds. 

Trllok Singh, Jaipur. 

Poor.reasoning 

S HiRJEE’s item in Khaas Baat 
(SUNDAY, June 4) on Shatranj. 
he Khilari was naive. Like anything 
with a foreign label, a film which 
has won acclaim abroad need not be 
a good one. More cogent reasons 
should have been given to explain 
why Shatranj was not a run-of-the- 
mill production, or worse. 

Dulal Krishna Basu, Tinsukia. 

THE comparison between Mchdi 
Hassan and Lata Mangeshkar in 
Khaas Baat was in bad taste. Wbile 
Mehdi Hassan can boast of about 
2,000 ghazals alone, Lata Msngesh- 
kar's tally of over 30,000 playback 
songs range from devotional songs 
;•> those bordering on pop, thanks to 
the enormous patronage she receives 
from film industries in all regional 
languages. Such comparison is also 
no ground for depreciating Mehdi 
Hassan’s talent. 

Dfp ak Dutta. Timukia. 

THE number of songs Lata Mangesb- 
kar has recorded is 30,000 and not 


3,000 as mentioned in the item in 
Khaas Baat. 

P. Sreedhar, Sindri. 

The new Jews ? 

N O SUNDAY appears without the 
story of a caste atrocity, and 
judging by the report "Rampur : 
Yadavs kill Brahmins” (SUNDAY, 

June 4) by Krishna Kumar Singb, it 
appears the Brahmins are destined to 
meet the same fate as the Jews in 
Nazi Germany. Centuries of oppres¬ 
sion and exploitation under the 
Brahmins have caused the lower 
castes to seek their revenge in the 
democratic set-up of today. 

Anjana Manalan , Thkuvatyaru. 

WE STUDENTS are introduced to 
casteism at a very early stage in our 
career when we find our friends 
getting privileges for belonging to 
backward classes, though they are 
not backward in their mental out¬ 
look and education and sometimes 
even get higher marks than we. 
This leaves us bitter because we feel 
deprived. It is likely at this rate 
that the next generation of Brahmins 
will be beggars. Unless the stand 
on backward classes is changed, the 
chaos is bound to continue. 

Rajendra Panda, Baripada. 

Illiterate faith 

I T WAS shocking to read about 
Omvati the young woman of 24 
who was about tp jump into the 
burning pyre of her dead husband 
(“Omvati’s hour of glory” by Gopal 
Misra. SUNDAY June 4). The Inci¬ 
dent proves that there still are 
women who idealise Sita and Savitri 
but they are only among the illite¬ 
rate. It is a pity such faith is un¬ 
known to the literate woman of to¬ 
day. 

Jaya, Giridih, 

Not what he deserves 

I T IS rude to use derogatory words 
like ‘court jester’, BHU. labels 
and. “the man whose only quality 
was that he was opposed to Mrs 
Gandhi" to describe' a veteran and 
outspoken socialist; Mr Raj Narain, 
who has spent 14 years of his life 
in Jail fighting for the cause of the 
poor and downtrodden during Mrs 
Gandhi’s autocratic regime. If any¬ 
one is responsible for the downfall 
of Mrs Gandhi it is Mr Narain, who 
started legal proceedings against 
Mrs Gandhi in the Allahabad High 
Court, challenging her election in 
1072, a case which was ultimately to 
prove her undoing. 

S. P. Sinoh, Bokaro Steel City. 

The nation is guilty 

I DO NOT understand the contro¬ 
versy over the nomination of Dr 








M» J» AK8AR visited Kuwait, 
Iraq and Libya to see how 
the massive projects we 
have undertaken in these 
countries are shaping up. 
All's well, he finds. 


I N the beginning there was an 
Italian company. It began work 
on the housing project, fell behind 
schedule, got into financial problems, 
ran into difficulties with the Kuwaiti 
officials who were monitoring the 
Work. One fine day, or perhaps, that 
should be one fine night, all the 
Italians working on the project 
simply packed their socks ih their 
bags and left, without telling any¬ 
one. The company just ran away, 
leaving behind even sheets of paper 
In the typewriters in the office. 

Engineering Projects (India) 
Limited had till then, to put it 
accurately, a very limited presence 
In Kuwait. It was constructing part 
of the new Kuwait airport, a three- 
million dollar project picked up on 
EPI’s way to Iraq. But the work on 


this had received applause, and Mr. 
Mohammad Fazal, EPI’s energetic 
and confident chairman, aimed high 
in his next bid and woa the. housing 
contract. Overnight, EPI became one 
of the biggest civil construction 
companies in Kuwait, with the larg¬ 
est single project in its lap. TTiis 
was the Ardiya Housing Project — 
a qew township spread over 400 
hectares of desert, consisting of 3,317 
units and all the infrastructure 
required to support such a colony. 
The total value of the project was 
$283.93 milKon. Today, EPI has Work 
worth $400 million and employs 
10,000 Indians in Kuwait alone. 

M. S. Lai, the Project Director for 
Ardiya, with his rugged, tough, fur¬ 
rowed face, looks ideally suited for 
work on this new desert frontier. 
A former chairman of HSCL, he is 
a no-nonsense technocrat, heading a 
team of managers and workers con¬ 
scious of the stakes involved. Daily 
progress charts crowd the walls of 
the spacious meeting room in the 
prefabricated structure lhat is the 
office building; the charts show 
that the initial delays are being 
made up, and Lai is optimistic that 
he will hand over the complete 
township to the Kuwait Government 


on schedule by November 1979. 
Already, the construction looks im¬ 
pressive : two-storeyfed houses 

stretching row upon row, in differ¬ 
ent shades, in slightly varying de¬ 
signs, throwing long shadows upon 
each other in the dying desert sun, 
a furious orange on a horizon un¬ 
blemished by a single cloud. Once 
this was a barren desert. Today, the 
first signs of life and society pro 
visible. Indian workers stroll around 
in the cool of the evening, some 
going towards the cooperative store 
to eat ice cream, to buy provisions, 
or simply wander around after a 
hard day's work. 1 approach two of 
them standing quietly, watching us 
as we take a look at the posh houses 
in which will live Kuwaitis of “the 
limited income group’’ (nobody is 
poor in Kuwait anymore; the 
limited income group family will get 
a double-storeyed, three bedroom 
house with a garage).! ask how they 
feel about their life here. They sum 
it up in one sentence : “We are 
Number One here!” There is pride 
in their voice. 

When the craggy-faced M. S. Lai, 
a technocrat with the essential ener¬ 
gy to convert an idea into substance, 
had first come to Ardiya, he spent 
a day trying to find oat where ex¬ 
actly the spot was where he had to 
build his houses. Today, besides the 
emerging township, his engineers 
have even built a makeshift nine- 
hole golf course. And when I say 
makeshift, I mean it: the nature of 
the course changes after every dust- 
storm. 


B ENGHAZI airport is an austere 
place; the most prominent visu¬ 
al there, is a huge hoarding an¬ 
nouncing that Party politics and 
democracy are a fraud on the peo¬ 
ple. The lounge is full of army offi¬ 
cers, all trying to look like Qadhafi, 
waiting for the flight to Tripoli, the 
capital of oil-rich, underpopulated, 
vast, deserted Libya. Benghazi is 
where we go through customs, and 
the salient feature of the ins¬ 
pection of our baggage is that the 
du y-free bottles of Scotch are seiz¬ 
ed and poured down the sink in 
front of our tortured eyes. Libya is 
an Islamic country which takes its 
religion seriously. 

Like most other Arab cities, Tri¬ 
poli is booming. There is construc¬ 
tion everywhere; slowly the pattern 
of flat roofed yvhlte Arab houses is 
changing. New roads gleam in the 


Indian personnel constructing the Tripoli West Thermal Power Station. 
The workers are dressed in woollens because Tripoli’s weather ranges 
from 3° C to 44° C. The cooling water pump house, shown here, is 
being put up bv Gammon India Limited 







white sun; new cars glide over them 
smoothty, except when interrupted 
by rather awkward, armed, traffic 
policemen. But there is a sense of 
energy in the air a mood of excite¬ 
ment, the excitement of develop¬ 
ment, albeit a trifle naive and 
haphazard. 

Tripoli is an uniquely situated 
city : fly for half an hour south, and 
you are in the great Sahara desert; 
fly for an hour across the beautiful 
Mediterranean in the north, and 
you reach Rome. Today the diffe¬ 
rence between Rome and Tripoli is 
the difference between an ageing, 
decadent monarch, and the newly 
liberated subject, who has found 
wealth and self-confidence. Libya 
is building industries, reshaping 
mountainsides and laying crops in 
the desert. Rome is shivering from 
ague and fear even as new diseases 
attack its tired limbs. 

The focal points around which de¬ 
velopment is concentrated in Libya 
are, naturally, power and housing : 
These are the key sectors. A short 
drive away from Tripoli city, along 
the shoreline of a Mediterranean 
which is as blue as your imagina'- 
tion can conceive, one suddenly 


comes across a half-completed power 
plant. The plant is in two sections : 
an older one, which is ready, consis¬ 
ting of four 65 MW units. These 
four were commissioned in 
June 1975. and built by Ms Alslhorn 
of France. The other section of ihis 
project contains two 120 MW units, 
and the competition for this contract 
was worldwide, including giants 
like Ms Brown Boveri Company, Ms 
Babcock and Wilcox, Ms C1TOH (a 
consortium from Japan) and Ms 
Alsthom. The company which got 
the contract was BHF.L. Today, 
BHEL is not only doing the work 
it was commissioned to do, says the 
dapper M.A. Hakjin, Project Mana¬ 
ger, but has received an additional 
Rs 2 crore order for the repair and 
rehabilitation of one of the boilers 
built by Ms Alsthom—which is 
most unusual, since normally the 
original contractor is asked to do 
the repair work. But this is the con 
fidcnce which BHEL has already 
generated in Libya. 

This is the largest single engi¬ 
neering contract which India has 
obtained abroad, valued at around 
Rs 100 crores, and the eyes of the 
developing world are glued to our 
work there. If we can do this well, 


we will have proved that we are 
as competent as the First World. 
Colonel Qadhafi laid the foundation 
stone of this project in August 1976, 
and we are expected to hand over 
the complete plant by July 1979 
(this will be the biggest power plant 
In North Africa). 


There were problems initially. 
Libya is not the easiest country In 
the world to work in—just as our 
country is not the easiest to work 
in cither. Getting work permits took 
some time; there was a congestion 
at the port last year; the full docu¬ 
mentation took a little time (par¬ 
ticularly for Gammons, which is do¬ 
ing the sophisticated civil construc¬ 
tion on this project). The latest 
problem is the delays in clearance 
at customs, after it was discovered 
that some European contractors 
were smuggling liquor into Libya 
inside the cases bringing in their 
machinery. But time builds rapport, 
and these hurdles are being eased. 
The signs of our inexperience are also 
visible in the fact that the costing 
for civil construction has gone o 
little awry, despite the fact that 
BHEL is using computers to monitor 
the work constantly. 










India's Ambassador to Libya. Mr. 
Narendra Singh (in the middle) 
with two senior managers of BHEL 
in Tripoli 


It is inspiring to see Indians wor¬ 
king successfully in the heart of 
deserts, in arid Beniwalid where the 
National Buildings Construction 
Corporation is making 1.000 houses 
on rock, along with the Kerala State 
Construction Corooration. Or in 
Ghat, where the NBCC and the In¬ 
ternational Airports Authority of 


India have created an airport in the 
Sahara, using technology which was 
different from Western technology. 

Their work has produced imme¬ 
diate results—the contract for Biak 
airport, and a 120-!>ed hospital by 
the NBCC at Ghat. There are ten 
Indian companies doing work in 
Libya, of a combined value of over 
GOO million dollars. By the end of 
this year, with a little bit of luck 
and the excellent efforts of our Am¬ 
bassador and our managers, we 
should have business worth more 
than a billion dollars. And that is 
good going. 

S IIUTAIT, oil the outskirts of 
Baghdad, gives a good idea of 
what poverty in an Arab couptry 
means. Low mud huts, rectangular 
boxes, protect people from the fierce 
sun, but there is nothing more that 
the village has to offer its inhabi¬ 
tants. Oil is bringing the twentieth 
century to Shutait. A four kilo¬ 
metre pipeline is being built by the 
NBCC, through deserts and stinking 
swamps that collect the sewage of 
the capital city of Iraq. And this 
is the first time in the world that 
this she of pipe (two metres in 
diameter) is being constructed on 
the site itself. The consultants to 
this' project are a French company 
called Stup, There was a basic pro 
blcm when the pipe began to be 
laid—-the shuttering started floating. 



A. S. R. K. Sastry, Dy General 
Manager, EPI, in Kuwait 


Using their own initiative and ideas, 
the engineers of the NBCC solved 
this technological problem by 
“bottom anchoring"—this was, in 
some ways, an Indian contribution fo 
the technology of pipe-laying. The 
Iraqis are so happy about our work 
there that they call this project a 
practical university. 


Cut-throat competition 

All's fair in the new Arabian conquests 


A VERY short while before 
Bharat Heavy Electricajs 
Limited were due to get their 
breakthrough contract in Libya 
for a power plant, in the face of 
strong international _ competition, 
a report appeared in an impor¬ 
tant English newspaper in India 
about the Santaldih power plant 
in West Bengal, which had also 
been built by BHEL. The report 
described how BHEL’s ‘‘ineffi¬ 
ciency’’ had led to the serious 
power crisis in the State. When 
V. Krishnamurthy, the mild, soft- 
spoken chairman of BHEL who 
had turned this public sector 
company from a “national citi¬ 
zen” into an “international" one, 
saw this report, he got a little 
worried. The negotiations for the 
Libyan contract were at a delicate 
stage, just on the point of com¬ 
pletion, but anything could upset 
the applecart, since this was the 
first time that an Indian company 
was being given such a vital res¬ 
ponsibility. BHEL had only pro¬ 
mises to offer, while its main 
competitors, Kraftwerk Union of 
West Germany, BIE of Italy, Als- 
thom of France, and CITOH of 
Japan, had reputation and money 
behind them. 


So Mr Krishnamurthy immedia¬ 
tely dispatched a very senior 
marketing manager from BHEL 
to Libya. The BHEL manager 
found that he had done a very 
wise thing by coming. Within 48 
hours of that article appearing in 
an Indian paper, every Cabinet 
Minister in Libya had a copy of 
it. That was the degree of the 
organisation behind the campaign 
against BHEL by its competitors. 
It was only because the Libyan 
officials had met BHEL people, 
seen their work, and acquired 
some confidence in them that they, 
in the end, decided to go ahead 
and give the contract. 

This Is only an illustrative case, 
and gives some idea of the kind 
of pressure and problems Indian 
companies face in this cut-throat 
market. India is in a position, 
with her skills and industrial 
strength, to break the Euro- 
Japanese monopoly in key areas 
of industrial development in the 
Arab countries. In fact, the foreign 
companies seem to be operating as 
a cartel, raising the prices of all 
they have to offer in revenge for 
the high oil prices. Medicine in 
Kuwait, for instance, is at least 


ten times tne price in India. In 
areas where the developed coun¬ 
tries know the Arabs have no 
choice but to use them, their 
prices are inflated out of all pro¬ 
portion. Power generation is 
one such area. Libya, for instance, 
has just contracted with a major 
Western company for a large 
power plant. BHEL had submitt¬ 
ed a tender for this project too. 
BHEL, which is already doing the 
Tripoli West Power Station, did 
not get this contract, but its 
tender, being conjpetitivc, forced 
Babcocks, who get the order, to 
reduce their tender by $200 
million. The Libyans openly 
thank us for being com¬ 
petitive and helping them fight 
the First World. 

The obvious corollary to this 
is, why didn’t we get this con¬ 
tract? The Libyan reply to this 
Is that our time will came, too, 
and soon. In fact, by the end of 
this year, we expect to doublo 
the value of contracts in Libya— 
in fact, that is the rate at which 
we are expecting new orders. After 
all, where West German companies 
are doing 65 per cent of deve¬ 
lopment projects in Libya, we are 
doing a little more than 1.5 per 
cent. We have nowhere to go 
but up. And that, among other 
things, is what makes Indo- 
Libyan friendship so important 

M J. A. , v 
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The Tripoli power plant which BHEL is setting up. This contract was almost sabotaged by a vilification campaign 
against BHEL. (Inset) M. 4. Hakim, Project Manager _ 


In the first four months of this 
year, Indian companies have picked 
up business in Iraq worth about 90 
million dollaife—with EPI leading 
the field with an order worth Rs 450 
million, to build grain silos at 
Talafar, Shirkat and Sinjar. Plus, 
there are nine other large and semi- 
large contracts which Indian com¬ 
panies are negotiating seriously for. 

It is once again the same story: 
do your work well, and a prosperous 
future awaits you. Our participation 
in Arab development began late, not 
more than three or four years ago 
(except for pioneering companies 
like Kanranis in Libya, which went 
in almost a decade ago). But even 
if late, we have not quite missed 
the bus. The development plans In 
all the countries are still young. 
Iraq (which perhaps has the best 
planning among all the Arab States) 
Is now carrying out its new policy of 
“Attamin fi-id all mobasharin", or 
"direct Implementation", which really 
means makisg a massive effort with 
the cooperation of the people. Once 
•gain#-homing is top priority. Iraq 
has decided that it will not expand 
the big cities any more, but take 
development to the smaller cities. 
By the yegr 2000 AD, every city 


will have been modernised, accord¬ 
ing to the Master Plan. 

<<VrOU give a man a house, and 
I you give him a new source of 
life”, said H. E. Harnmad Mubarak 
al Ayyar. who, as Housing Minister 
of Kuwait, holds one of the key 
rtfolios in his country. "Kuwait 
a developing country, and we are 
trying to provide to our people the 
maximum services in the shortest 
time. Work is being done according 
to a Master Plan, (exercises on which 


KrMmamwthy: Ex-chairman and 
brain behind BHEL’s expansion 



began in 1968. and which was, app¬ 
roved in 1971). This Plan is divided 
Into three phases, the short term, 
the medium term and the long term. 
But the pace of our work has been 
much faster than we thought: in 
many areas, projections for what 
was to be achieved by 1985 have 
been achieved by 1978. Take the 
Ministry of Housing. In just two 
years of actual work, we have built 
what was supposed to be completed 
within six years. Such a furious 
pace is natural; first, we have td 
meet t!he “backW’ demand. The 
requirements of life have changed: 
one room is no longer enough. Look 
at my .own situation: I used to Kve 
in a joint family, now I want ray 
own house for my family. Plus there 
is a yearly demand in our country 
for about 3,000 houses." 

What did he think Of the per- 
ormance of EPI in this key township 
project at Ardiya? 

Hie Minister smiled a little before 
answering: "It is hard to compare 
one company with another. We try 
to help each company with its 
specific problems. The main thing 
is, we are satisfied with the work of 
EPI. As^ proof of that, thev have 
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Mohammed Fazal, Chairman, EPI: 
Confidence pays 

been given a contract by the Ministry 
of Defence.” This sensitive contract 
is the best indication of the grow¬ 
ing faith that the Arab countries 
have in our expertise, discretion and 
friendship—all three equally valu¬ 
able 'aspects of the relationship. 

‘‘We want efficiency,” said the 
Minister. "We apply the Same 
philosophy to our local contractors; 
we are not trying to be nice—all we 
are interested in is efficiency and 
EPI has provided that.” 

The Minister had, quite neatly, 
summed up the Arab philosophy of 
development. There is a myth 
travelling around, nurtured portly by 
an ignorant media and pattly by 
jealousy at the sudden Arab pros¬ 
perity, that the Arallk arc fools 
who are throwing their money 
away on wine, many, many women 
and gambling, forgetting their na¬ 
tional interests and the welfare of 
the people. These myths are fuelled 
by wise stories of the Arab who lost 
a million pounds on the gambling 
table at Moute Carlo, or wherever. 
While the extravagance of a small 
section of the elite is a fact, such' 
profligacy is not entirely unknown in 
the history of the world, is it? Our 
own country was ruled for thou¬ 
sands of years by people who spent 
millions on the weddings of their 
cats and dogs. But along with the 
all-too-visible extravagance, there is 
a genuine effort in almost all the 
Arab countries to raise the standards 
of life. Their major problems in their 
efforts to industrialise are the shor¬ 
tage of raw materials, and the star¬ 
vation in the labour force. Their 
populations are so small that they 
have to import labour to run what¬ 
ever industries they may want to 
build. And the rulers are not sure 
whether large numbers of foreign 
labourers are a good idea —they 
consider them to be potential, if not 
actual, agent provocateurs 

It is also true that the planning 
done by the Arabs is not sophisti¬ 
cated, but what measure of sophis¬ 
tication can be expected so soon? 
Th£y are still young countries learn¬ 
ing the ways of development: the 
important thing is that they are 
making their own mistakes, and not 
asking foreigners to take over their 


economies (which has been a bad 
habit of the Third World in the 
past). Kuwait is one country which 
seems to have got its priorities cor¬ 
rect: its budget for education is 
more than 16 million Kuwaiti dinars 
higher than its budget for defence—. 
which must surely make it the only 
country to spend more on education 
than on defence. And the next 
biggest chunk taken away from the 
budget, according to the sharp and 
lively bureaucrat, Mr Hatim Abdu¬ 
llah, is by the Health Ministry, fol¬ 
lowed by Public Works, Electricity 
and Water, and Information. Kuwait 
gives top priority to its radio, tele¬ 
vision and Press, and is certainly 
one of the most media-conscious 
States in the Arab world. There is 
a serious effort (in which a great 
number' of Indians participate) to 
make. Kuwait Radio a responsive 
and intelligent station. This is reflec 
ted not only in the fact that there 
is a long and lively Urdu programme, 
interspersed with Hindi film songs, 
yery professionally compered, but 
also in the new experiment which 
Kuwait Radio has started: one hour 
of Indian classical music every Mon 
day over their FM wavelength. 
Young people like Sami Faruki of 

An average 
salary 

Pay Slip for the month of July 77 
Basic Pay Rs .230/- 

Foieign Allowance Rs. 1852/50 , 
Servant Allowance— 

■Children’s Education 
Allowance— 

Gross Total Rs. 2082/50 

Deductions 

i) P.F. Rs. 24/75 

ii) F.P.S. Rs. 4/- 

iii) L1C 

iv) CTD 

vi) Other deductions 

v) Income Tax 

vii) Total deductions Rs. 28/75 
Net deductions Rs. 2053/75 
Converted into KD 73/320 

Site deductions KD— 
Reimbursement of con¬ 
veyance KD— 

Grand Total KD 73/320 

Deductions 

i) Advance for household 
goods KD— 

ii) Loan for purchase or 
conveyance KD— 

iii) Other deductions KD— 

iv) Total deductions KD— 

Net payable 73/320 

This is a salary bf one semi¬ 
skilled labour working with EPI 
in Kuwait. JSD means Kuwaiti 
Qinar and one dinar is equivalent, 
to about Rs. 30. 



H. E. Hammad Mubarak At Ayyar, 
Kuwait’s Minister for Housing with 
our Ambassador to Kuwait 


the Urdu .service want to make 
Kuwait Radio the best in Asia—soon. 

“Our association goes back a long 
way before oil.” Thi§ is just the 
kind of cliche one would expect to 
hear on formal occasions, but when 
Kuwaitis say this, there is some 
truth in it. When the ships sailed 
'from the waterfront of Kuwait 
(which is, really, a city-state), they 
normally headed for Bombay. Kuwait, 
was. after all, ruled from Bombay 
under the British, and the rupee 
was accepted currency for a long 
while after our Independence. The. 
Indian visitor is frequently reminded 
of the origins of ‘tamarind’—this 
is tan Arab word which means ‘the 
date of India’ (‘taniar’ is Arabic fop 
’date’ and ‘ind’ refers to ‘India’). 
The unfortunate thing is that we 
have not been able to convert this 
into a business relationship until re¬ 
cently, where even countries like 
South Korea, which is certainly not 
ahead of us in technology, have 
made dramatic progress. All we did 
during the Fifties and Sixties was 
supply comparatively cheap labour 
in the shape of ayahs (Contrary to 
what you may think, they are not all 
disguised prostitutes. In fact, they 
play a vital role in Kuwaiti society 
today by bringing up the children, 
in many ways it is a role similar to 
that played by the nurses to the 
British while they ruled, only the 
financial rewards in the Arab world 
are much higher. It is true, how¬ 
ever, that avails are not allowed 
any freedom to travel; their pass¬ 
ports are kept by their employers, 
and there is the occasional instance 
of molestation or physical violence.) 

Our other contribution to the Arab 
world was Hindi films, which have 
really caught the popular imagina¬ 
tion. Hindi records sell in large 
numbers from the crowded shops— 
and Kuwait, which has virtually no 
taxes, is the shopping centre of the 
Arab world. It is also, according to 
one of the most successful Indian 
businessmen now settled in Kuwait, 
Mr K. T. B. Menon, “the gateway 
to investment in the Arab world.” 
We have the. Hindi film in our left 
hand, and we have now picked up 
the engineer’s manual in our right 
hand: the future should be excellent, 
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The price of making money 


Sorry, no wine or women 

O NE of the biggest problems 
which foreign labourers have 
in West Asia is the lack of sex 
in their lives. Normally, the 
worker comes for 18 months or 
two years, and that means a 
period of total abstinence for him 
as long as he stays in these coun¬ 
tries. There are no cheap prosti¬ 
tutes. Some contractors have tried 
to solve this problem by unusual 
methods. One Asian country (not 
India) tried to cool tensions 
by quietly bringing in ten prosti¬ 
tutes from their own country for 
their labourers—in less than a 
week all the ten women ended up 
in hospital. 

Since officers and managers are 
allowed to keep their families with 
them, this only increases the ten¬ 
sions of workers. But thankfully, 
there have been no tragedies as 
yet—no cases of rape or assault. 
The strict punishment for crime 
in these countries has a salutary 
effect: the promise of jail or 
worse is the best check on temp¬ 
tation. But it is frustrating for 
healthy workers, with normal ins¬ 
tincts. In addition, there is the 
loneliness. Although the workers 
live (n communities, they miss 
their families. It is, in the end, 
the thought of making money, 
the consdousness that they are a 
privileged class who have got the 
good fortune to earn money be¬ 
yond their wildest dreams, that 
helps them accept the difficulties. 


The officers have a problem of 
their own. Since family planning 
is banned, in Kuwait and Libya, 
it is impossible to obtain contra¬ 
ceptives—they have, literally, to 
be smuggled in. Neither will any 
doctor perform an abortion; the 
penalty for this is suffidently 
serious. Bachelor officers must 
face the same sexual starvation, 
since there is little sotial mixing 
between men and women—unless 
they can manage to get an ayah 
girl friend who could be persuad¬ 
ed to warm his bed for love and 
money. 

The major problem of the 
workers has been with the con¬ 
tractors, particularly for those 
who came in the early stages. 
Many of them were cheated by 
the contractors. 'Most came 
with expectations of higher sala¬ 
ries than they were getting. The 
minimum salary for an unskilled 
worker is about Rs. 1,500 a month 
(of which it is difficult for the 
worker to spend more than Rs. 450 
a month; the rest is saved), while 
the maximum can be twice as 
much. But the contractors often 


led the workers to believe that 
each one of them would be earn¬ 
ing nothing less than the maxi¬ 
mum. Gyan Chand, who works in 
Kuwait, was articulate about the 
gap between promise and fulfil¬ 
ment, but, he pointed out, "We 
are afraid to challenge Seth 
Agarwal (who is the contractor 
who brought him to Kuwait) be¬ 
cause this is a foreign country." 

A good reason, because these 
foreign countries are very cer¬ 
tain that they do not want 
labour problems of any kind, and 
will simply transport any "trouble¬ 
maker” back home. It is not 
really the fault of the host Gov¬ 
ernment; they feel they have 
enough problems without adding 
trade unions of foreign workers 
to their list. Moreover, there is 
such a large number of foreign 
workers. Although nobody admits 
it officially, the large number of 
foreign workers in countries with 
such small populations is a sensi¬ 
tive matter and For a variety of 
reasons, including reasons of 
security, no associations or 
unions are allowed. 

In Kuwait alone, for Instance, 
there are 10,000 South Koreans 
working on projects being done 
by South Korean companies. 
These Koreans have almost to a 
man been just demobbed from 
their army, and still work with 
army discipline under officers 
who have Deen deputed to see 
the projects through. It does not 

Indian workers _ at the Tripoli 
power plant: 'We are No. 1 here 1 




require much imagination to see 
that they could be a potentially 
dangerous force politically. 

Our contractors promise wor¬ 
kers higher salaries because it 
helps thdm collect a larger bribe 
from the worker to provide this 
job. Virtually every worker brou¬ 
ght by a contractor had paid bet¬ 
ween Rs. 6,000 and Rs. 8,000 to 
get this job. And some unlucky 
workers in Iraq found that it 
took them a year's time to save 
that much money after beginning 
work, as Iraq has strict rules 
about repatriation of money. Un¬ 
less there is a special sanction 
for a high priority project (which 
comes under what they call Rule 
175), a wage earner is not allow¬ 
ed to send out more than 60 per 
cent of his i.ncome from Iraq. 

The worst case of exploitation 
and neglect of workers we saw 
was in Iskandriya, in Iraq. These 
workers had been brought in by 
Som Dutt Builders, and were be¬ 
ing paid by them. There were 
half a dozen of them, all Punjabis, 
like Seva Singh from Kapurthala 
district, or Jarnail Singh from 
Hoshiarpur, or Rajakarambir 
Singh from Amritsar district. In 
the first place these three had not 
been paid any salary for the last 
two months. They were living in 
a slum hut on the edge of the 
desert, without any fan, or any 
amenities in that extreme weather. 

In the summer, they climbed up 
to the tin roof to sleep, ignoring 
the mosquitoes if they could man¬ 
age to. For water, all they had 
was an irregular spout of liquid 
from a pipe with uncertain con¬ 
nections—on many days there was 
no hope of having a bath, and the 
water certainly did not look 
potable. Of course they had no 
electricity. They had been living 
like this, they said, ever since they 
had come, which was in January 
or February 1977. 

Their salaries were lower than 
comparable grades elsewhere in 
the three countries we visited: 
the unskilled labourer was getting 
only between 30 and 50 Iraqi 
dinars a month, .whereas the ave¬ 
rage wage elsewhere was between 
50 and 90. And the last straw 
was that on the day we visited 
these workers, they were on the 
point of being thrown out of even 
this slum hut. Som Dutt Builders 
had sold the land on which this 
hut was put upf and asked them 
to clear out. where they would 
sleep the next day, apparently, 
was not the contractor’s problem. 
When we brought this to the 1 
notice of the EFI (Engineering 
Projects India Ltd.), they imme¬ 
diately rented a .house and ensur- 


t ,yo a roof for the workers, al- 
™hough they were not legally 
bound to do so. 

This was generosity. But com¬ 
panies like EPI and BHEL, which 
are building h&ge projects and 
employing thousands of workers, 
have now taken on the responsi¬ 
bility of ensuring the living stan¬ 
dards of all those who come there. 
Workers In the camps near the 
sites live in air-conditioned rooms, 
share a mess which provides 
good food. There is a television set 
in the common room and facilities 
to play a few games. The reason¬ 
ing is simple and logical: if the 
worker is unhappy, his producti¬ 
vity will be low, and since one of 
our key trump cards is our readily 
available, comoaratively cheap 
labour, we will lose that card too 
in the future. In fact, the worker 
in Kuwait or Libya lias a higher 
living standard there than he ever 
enjoyed in his village, or even his 
counterparts enjoy in our country 
today. 

He is privileged, and he knows 
it. His behaviour is generally 
exemplary; he knows that if he 
can stick on for two or three 
years, he will have saved enough 
to live a comfortable existence for 
the rest of his life. Interestingly, 
the prohibition policy of all these 
countries is having a good e;fect. 
In Libya, for Instance,^ a worker 
told me that he had completely 
given up drinking, and was much 
happier for it. He had begun 
saving more money, was feeling 
better generally, and he did not 
think he would resume drinking 
even after he returned to India. 

Indians are also able to acclima 
tise themselves better to the con¬ 
ditions. Except for two months, 
during which temperatures cross 
the 50 degrees Centigrade mark, 
the weather is about as hot or 
or cold as it gets in the villages 
of Uttar Pradesh or Rajasthan. 
The only serious medical problems 
are intestinal infection and respi¬ 
ratory trouble because of the sand 
the worker tends to swallow. 
These are hardly serious diseases. 

The wealth that is coming back 
is bound to have an important 
effect on the Indian economy. If 
we continue to get business in the 
Arab countries, we will create a 
great deal of prosperity within the 
country. The companies are 
taking care to rotate their 
workers, so that more people are 
able to take advantage of this 
unique chance. 

Every month the Commercial 
Bank of Kuwait, from just one 
branch in Ardiya where the EPI 
is constructing, a small town 
remits R$. 40 lakhs to India. And 
this is just the beginning. 

MJ.A. 


What is wrong with us 


Indians are no angels 


O UR biggest problem is inexperi¬ 
ence. We are still learning how 
the game is played out there. We 
are learning fast, but have yet to 
iron out the problems which huge 
enterprises of this kind bring with 
them. 

To begin with, there is absolutely 
no planning in our country as to 
how our industry should go about, 
first getting the orders, and then 
implementing the projects. This is 
such a vast market, with such enor¬ 
mous potential, that the Planning 
Commission perhaps should do an 
exercise to guide our public and 
private sector firms. Look, for in 
stance, at the problems in one of 
our key ‘advantage-areas’ — labour. 
We have the labour force in our 
country which can meet the exten¬ 
sive needs of these sparsely populat 
ed countries. But what we require 
is skilled and semi-skilled labour. 
Today, agricultural labour is picked 
up from the village, transported to 
the site in an Arab country, and 
asked to begin doing a job which 
requires at least some experience, 
like brick laying or carpentry. If, on 
the other hand, our State Govern¬ 
ments had set up institutions which 
were able to provide these basic 
skills to our workers before they 
left, they would not have to waste 
three months learning the job. Such 
inefficiency, obviously, only increases 
the cost for the contracting com¬ 
pany and leads to delays in com¬ 
pleting our jobs. And we have to 
be particularly careful about both 
quality and delays since today we 
are in the process of building a 
reputation —• it is all loo easy to 
acquire a bad name now. 

Libya is extremely interested in 
developing its agriculture. and is 
determined to construct huge agri¬ 
cultural farms. We have the know¬ 
how, particularly through our agri¬ 
cultural universities like the one at 
Pantnagar, but there is no agency 
which can convert this know-how 
into a business contract. Our 
Ambassador in Libya, Mr. Narendra 
Singh, has been trying hard to get 
us involved in these planned agri¬ 
cultural projects, but has not been 
able to elicit any response from 
either the public or the private sec¬ 
tor so far. 

And there are too many mistakes. 
Even a company like EPI messed 
up its tender for one contract in 
Iraq. It quoted 121 million Iraqi 
dinars as the cost of a land redeve¬ 
lopment job; the Pakistani firm 
which finally won the contract quot 
ed only 40 million dinars. Naturally 
this ted some Iraqi officials to sus¬ 
pect that EPI was trying to bluff 
them. AU Arabs are sensitive on 


this point, believing, quite correctly, 
that they have been cheated by 
foreign firms often enough in the 
past. Such a mistake can be parti¬ 
cularly costly in a country like 
Iraq, which is a Big Brother land 
crowded with nervous bureaucrats 
whose well-being lies in following 
the strict and narrow path or 
“proper channels." 

Nor is there any competent monl 
toring cell in our country, which 
can ensure that our contractors 
deliver the promised goods within 
the promised time. In their over¬ 
enthusiasm to get contracts, some 
of our businessmen, to put it bluntly, 
tell lies, both about the quality of 
their product and the delivery date. 
If our businessmen think they can 
carry the habits which have helped 
them prosper in our country, to 
another, they are making a mistake, 
and damaging the nation’s reputa¬ 
tion at a crucial time, in the bar¬ 
gain. The Arab regimes are in a 
tremendous hurry; they don’t mind 
paying a little extra, but they want 
good work fast. After all. every sign 
of development is more insurance 
against a coup. 

Indian contractors also tend* to 
tarry their native lethargy along 
with them, according to one senior 
manager of EPI working in Kuwait, 
Mr. H. R. Gopal. “The moment you 
gel a job in this country you must 
begin.” he says. “We lose time in 
mobilisation." 


It is a tough game out there. As 
Mr. Mohammed Fazal, chairman of 
EPI puts it, “If you don’t have Rs. 50 
lakhs to lose in a country, don’t go.” 
You need investigation and prepara¬ 
tion before you can prepare your 
tender. And then, as Mr. Moham¬ 
med says, “Only God can decide 

what is a good tender.there is 

nothing like a common denominator 
in the analysis of a tender.’’ You 
need contact with the people who 
make decisions there; you need 
social exdiange; you need friend¬ 
ships. And you need efficient out¬ 
put which matches the best anyone 
else can do. Wc have an advantage 
over the Europeans when it comes 
to personal chemistry. We are now 
gradually proving that we have the 
ability with the charm. But, unfor¬ 
tunately, there are still too many 
exceptions like a company called 
Kalinga Tubes who have been de¬ 
faulting on delivery of poles for 
months, and adding to the ulcers 
of any Indian doing business in 
Iraq. Instead of work, companies 
like Kalinga Tubes provide an age- 
old Indian alternative: excuses. 

M. J. A. 
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Success Storv 

m 

How to buy an American company 


I N 1949, a young engineer went to America on an 
Indian Government fellowship for a year’s training. 
There he met an Armenian immigrant who had made a 
name for himself in the field of engineering consul¬ 
tancy. A couple of years later the Indian engineer 
returned to Calcutta to open a local office for tho 
Armenian’s company. What began as a one-man office 
has today grown into an organization which is known 
internationally as Development Consultants Private 
Limited (DCPL), a set-up,so formidable that it has now 
bought up the Armenian’s company, Kuljian Corporation 
of America. 

From his fifth-floor office on Calcutta’s Park Street, 
the man who heads DCPL as Chairman and Managing 
Director, Sadhan C. Dult, now a brilliantly graying 57, 
recalls the days when lie was a trainee with Kuljian. 
To him those days mean a lot because that’s when he 
mot Harry Asdour Kuljian, the founder of the company 
that was small but very successful. Harry Kuljian 
was a self made man. When he went to America as 
a lG-ycar-old refugee, he couldn't even speak English. 
With the sole intention of making it big, he struggled 
and studied and got into the MIT. 

In the Thirties during the Depression he started his 
own company. When 28-ycar-old Sadhan Dutt went to 
GEC for training, Kuljian had become very active inter¬ 
nationally. From GEC, Dutt went to Kuljian and in less 
than a year he managed to convince Harry Kuljian to 
open a branch in India. Says Dutt : ‘‘Harry Kuljian 
felf for the third world because he himself was once 
poor," 

Those were the days when GEC was building for 
India a thermal power plant at Dokaro on a turnkey 
basis. GEC in turn had roped in Kuljian of Philadelphia 
as design consultants. And that’s about all that people 
in India had heard of Kuljian. The Bokaro thermal 
plant was being executed mainly by American engineers. 
Harry Kuljian saw the advantages in having an office 
in India. He wanted a direct stake in India’s develop¬ 
mental effort. So in 1951 Dutt returned to Calcutta to 
open n one-room office which could well be called 
India’s first engineering consultancy firm. 



The Santaldih power plant designed by DCPL 



Sadhan C. Dutt: And now , the West 


The first few years were tough and uninspiring. 
Kuljian USA was already doing Bokaro work and Dutt 
joined in. The plant was commissioned early in 1953. 
After that, for over two years there were no new con¬ 
tracts. Once again it was Harry Kuljian who gave Dutt 
hope. Dult described this period in an interview with 
Time: “He (Harry) used to say, ‘I envy you. You are 
young. Your country is growing; it has a tremendous 
future'.” Harry was hopeful because lie saw Unit's plus 
point : an Indian who had the hacking of American 
technology. The break came in 1956 when Dull won a 
contract to build a Rs 9.G million steam power plant in 
Durgapur. 

Ft.. Bokaro the design work was done in the USA, 
but for Durgapur it was to be done in India. Dull bad 
to expand his set up. Three of his friends—Dr Ashim 
Mukhcrjee, Dr A. K. Dhallacharya and Rajcn I’alhak— 
returned from the US to join him. llarry Kuljian sent 
a few American engineers. Dutt recruited many other 
ypung engineers and sent them off to Philadelphia for 
crasfi training. Durgapur was a prestige' job. It was 
to be a wholly Indian-designed and executed power 
project. .With that project completed, there was no 
looking back. Durgapur was followed by a chain of 
power stations all over the country. 

Encouraged by this growth, Dutt asked llarry to 
let him and his associates have 51 per cent interest in 
the company. Harry was only too willing to do that, so 
in 1961 Kuljian Corporation (India) Pvt. Ltd. was in¬ 
corporated, in which Kuljian of tJSA had 4 fL; share¬ 
holding. In the decade that followed, the organisation 
diversified into fields like designing paper, cement, steel, 
aluminium, and fertiliser plants. With each job Dutt 
expanded his team of crack engineers. He decided that 
it was time the company was made fully Indian. His 
argument was that Kuljian USA was specialising only 
in power plants whereas the Indian company had expan..’ 
ded into othe.r spheres. But Harry was not too keen nu 
selling his 49 v 0 f the shareholding. So in 1970, Butt 
decided to set up his own company. He named it 
Development Consultants Private Limited. Ail the staff 





of Kuljian India resigned and Joined DCPI* a born vinced Dutt that with strict financi;' control an ope- 
giant. rating surplus could be had within a y tr. 


Dutt in the meantime had acquired enough confid¬ 
ence and he entered areas abroad. He had got a con¬ 
sultancy contract for a cement plant in Syria where the 
Syrians hadn’t had a very happy experience with Swiss 
experts. Dutt’s team worked overtime, and the payoff 
was substantial. In Third World countries DCPL be¬ 
came a name to reckon with. 


P IE Venezuelans had never seen an Indian technician. 

When DCPL got a sub-contract job for a massive 
steel complex there, they sent twenty of their top 
experts. The Venezuelans were so happy with the 
work done by the Indians that they decided to retain 
a DCPL engineer in a top advisory position. “We like 
Indians because we feci they are like one of us," say 
the Venezuelans now. But are the Indians winning con¬ 
sultancy contracts abroad because they bid low ? 
‘‘That could be true for construction contractors but 
certainly not for consultants," says Dutt. The oil-rich 
countries an afford to buy the best technology in the 
world. Why this softspot for Indians? "You don’t go 
to a doctor just because his fees are high,” quips Dutt 
And how do you feel when you lose a contract? “Ab¬ 
road, when we get it, we start wondering how we got it. 
As for India, well! (shrugs his shoulders) Fifteen-twen¬ 
ty years ago we used to feel miserable for days when 
we lost a contract.” 

When India started going in for nuclear power 
■ plants, Dutt hired former Indian Navy Commodore K. C. 
Chattcrjce and set up an atomic power wing in Bombay. 
Just after our Pokharan explosion, the Canadian com 
pany that was supposed to have designed the heavy 
water plant at Kota walked out in protest. They even 
took their designs along, leaving the country high and 
dry. Scientists at the Bhathn Atomic Research Centre 
were then asked to develop the process. Once they did 
that sueccssfully, the entire engineering work was done 
by DCPL. 

A confident Dutt then decided to tap foreign mar¬ 
kets in a big way. Most of the new projects in South- 
East Asia were being financed by the Asian Development 
Bank. So far DCPL hadn’t been able to make an impact 
in the region. So in 1974 Dutt opened a subsidiary in 
Hong Kong called Development Consultants Internatio¬ 
nal Limited. He gave 10 per cent shareholding to a 
non-resident Indian and retained the rest. The com¬ 
pany’s capital was $39,000 and three years later in 1977 
its turnover reached $2.2 million. 

The year the' Hong Kong company was set up, the 
grand old man, Harry Kuljian died, leaving behind two 
sons to look after the company. While Dutt expanded 
his network, Kuljian started losing ground till a time 
came in 1977 when the company was in deep financial 
crisis and the two junior Kuljians just- couldn't manage. 
Dutt with his staff of 800 had become ‘ten times bigger 
than Kuljian’, but was still facing difficulties in entering 
markets like Saudi Arabia where preference’was given 
to Western companies. Besides, in Latin America and 
the West Indies most of the projects were being financed 
by the World Bank, the EXIM Bank and the USAID, 
and only those consultants got these contracts who were 
registered with these international financial institutions. 

For Dutt it was difficult to make a breakthrough. 
He decided to make an attempt to buy Kuljian of USA 
which he had heard was up for sale. In 1977, with the 
sole purpose of forming joint ventures with American 
companies for consultancy business in third countries, 
Dutts Hong Kong company set up a $10,000 wholly, 
owned subsidiary, American Development Consultants 
(AMDC Inc.), in New York. Through this new set-up, 
Dutt made an acquisition offer to Kuliian’s shareholders. 
He knew the company inside out. and after studying its 
latest position found out that the financial crisis was 
due to mismanagement. Kuljian’s net worth was nega¬ 
tive and a number of creditors had to he paid off. But 
its order position was fairly comfortable, which con- 


He negotiated with the creditors to defer their 
liabilities and approached two American banks for 
funds. Dutt’s wasn’t the only company bidding for 
Kuljian. Two American companies too were in the fray, 
bqt their terms wgre very harsh. They didn’t want 
anything to do with the two sons. Dutt offered to re¬ 
tain them in their top positions. “The old man had 
been so good to us. Most western companies used 
Indians as a post office. We are very grateful to him 
(Harry) because he allowed us Indians to do the actual 
work.” So with the two competitors out of the field, 
the sons happy with Dntt’s offer, and the banks and the 
creditors satisfied with his scheme to make Kuljian 
financially sound once again, the stage was set for the 
take-over of the American company. On April 28 1978 
AMDC Inc. acquired the entire stock of The Kuljian 
Corporation. 


Dutt is now the Chief Executive Officer of a company 
that gave him his major professional break. lie will 
head the executive committee that will plan Kuljian’s 
future and has posted top engineering and management 
experts to oversee the details. 

From his days in Camilla (Bangladesh) where he was 
born and armed with an engineering degree from 
Banaras Hindu University, Sarihan C. Dull has travelled 
a long way. Sitting in his austere office with framed 
portraits oi The Mother hanging prominently, soft-spo¬ 
ken Dutt now hopes to compete more successfully in the 
international market because he now heads a formida¬ 
ble organisation. He is a devotee of The Mother because, 
as he says: “Spiritual faith is like playing golf. Many 
say it's an old man’s game. Rut it’s better to start 
young so that you get rewards in old age.” 

SHEKHAR BHATIA 


VOM 

in doily life 

Dr. K. S. Joshi 


For Developing Physical, Mental ft 
Spiritual Powers 

"Gives clearly and 
concisely mam points 
o f the ancient 
philosophy ot yoga... 
questions and answers' 
on yoga add to the 
value ot the book. " 

Sunday Standard 
Of immense value to thosg 
who already know yogic 
asanas as well as those who 
want to make a beginning..." 

Hitavada 

"A wonderful book 

Voice of Man 
The Author 

Dr.K. S. Joshi m.S c . 

M.A. Ph.D. is the 
Head of the Dept, 
of Vogir. Studies, at the 
Univ. of Saugo! 

Fully Illustrated 


ORIENT PAPERBACKS 

Mail Order Division 

KASHMERE GATE.DELHI-110006 



r 21 


Democracy is a fraud : 
Colonel Muammar Qadhafi 


Colonel Muammaf al Qadhafi is not the head of state of the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, be¬ 
cause he and his government do not officially believe in the concept of a head of- state., An ambassador to 
Libya presents his credentials to the Libyan Foreign Minister—since there is no hetfd of state to present to, 
and no protocol has been devised as to what ambassadors should do in such a situation. The people are. 
theoretically, the heads of their state. There are many gestures of this kind which Qadhafi makes, some the¬ 
atrical some practical, to create his arwn very special kmd of society. Just before our visit to Libya, for in¬ 
stance, the Government had passed an order that no one in Libya could own more than one house or flat. ‘One 
residence per family’ is as socialist a principle as you can get — the State becomes the i only landlord. And 
since it is willing to guarantee that anyone who needs a house will be provided with one, there is no problem. 

Qadhafi does not believe in democracy as defined by the West: his ideas of government and people's 
participation in it are inspired fundamentally by the egalitarian principles laid down in the Quran. Of course 
he uses these ideas to also build a structure that will keep him in power as long as he is alive. He says that 
political Parties only cheat the people, so he has banned their existence, thus ensuring that there is no re¬ 
cognised opposition to him. He knows that there is only one place from where a threat to him can come — 
the army. So the armed forces, such as they are, are pampered. But he backs up all this by a genuine 
effort at development—one has only to see the amount of construction and industrialisation going on for 
■proof of this. He is popularly believed to be incorruptible, though the same may not be true 'all the way 
down. But Qodhafi has three main factors on his side, which should ensure that he remains at the top for a 
long while to come : He is the first Libyan leader to put this forgotten, often-conquered, nation of two cities 
and a desert on to the world’s political map. Today, he is courted by the leading nations of the world. 
Second: people believe that he is not salting away the nation’s oil wealth in Swiss banks; Qadhafi wants 
power, not money, and the people can see the legitimacy of this desire. Third: Libya has only two million 
people, and everyone is well-fed today —a strange situation in a country which has only known poverty and 
exploitation. Revolutions normally do not occur on a full stqmach. Only another coup can upset Qadhafi, not 
popular discontent. 

Qadhafi outlined his unusual political ideas on democracy in a "Green Book" (the Muslim’s Bird Book, 
in another words), which is the political testament of Libya. We reproduce extensive extracts from this book 
below: 


THE INSTRUMENT OF 
GOVERNING 

The instrumem of governing is 
the prime political problem which 
faces human communities. Even the 
conflict within the family is. often, 
the result of this problem. This 
problem has become serious since 
the emergence of modern societies. 

All political systems in the world 
today are the product of the strug¬ 
gle for power between instruments 
of governing. The struggle may 
be peaceful or armed, such a& the 
conflict of classes, sects, tribes, Par¬ 
ties or -idividuals. The result is 
always tJ victory of an instrument 
group, Pirty or class and the defeat 
of the people, i., e., the defeat of 
genuine democracy. 

Political struggle that results In 
the victory of a candidate with 51 
per cent of the votes leads to a 
dictatorial governing body disguised 
isij.a false democracy, since 49 per 
• tjftt of the electorate is ruled by 
an instrument of governing they 
did not vote for. but had imposed 
upon them. This is dictatorship. 

: Besides, this political conflict may 
produce a governing body that re¬ 
presents only a minority, for when 
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votes aro distributed among several 
candidates, one of them polls more 
than any other candidate. But if 
the. votes polled by those who re¬ 
ceived less are added up, they can 
constitute Mn overwhelming majo¬ 
rity. However, the candidate with 
fewer votes wins and his success Is 
regarded as legitimate and demo¬ 
cratic! In actual fact, dictatorship 
is established under the cover of 
false democracy. This Is the reality 
of the political systems prevailing 
in the world today. They are dicta¬ 
torial systems and it seems clear 
that they falsify genuine demo¬ 
cracy. 

PARLIAMENTS 

Parliaments are the backbone or 
traditional democracy as it exists 
today. A parliament is a misrepresen¬ 
tation of the people and parliamen¬ 
tary governments are a misleading 
solution to the problem of democracy. 
A parliament is originally founded 
to represent the people, but this in 
itself, is undemocratic as democracy 
means the authority of the people 
and not an authority acting on their 
behalf. The mere existence of a 
.parliament means the absence of the 
people, but true democracy exists 
only through the participation of the 
people, not through the activity of 


their representatives. The masses are 
completely isolated from the repre¬ 
sentative and he, in turn, is totally 
separated from them. For immedia¬ 
tely after winning their votes he 
himself usurps their sovereignty and 
acts instead of them. The prevailing 
traditional democracy endows the 
member of a parliament with a sac¬ 
redness and immunity denied to 
other individual members of the 


people. That means that parliaments 
nave become a means of plundering 
and usurping the people’s authority. 
Hence the people have the right to 
struggle, through the popular revo¬ 
lution to destroy instruments which 
usurp democracy and sovereignty 
and take' them away from the 
masses. They also have the right to 
utter the new principle, no represen¬ 
tation in Heii of the people. If,, how¬ 
ever, the parliament emerges from 
a Party as a result of winning an 
election, it is a parliament of the 
Party and not of the people. It re¬ 
presents the Party and not the 
people, and the executive power 
assigned by the parliament is that 
of the winnin" Party and not of the 
people. The s*me is true of the par¬ 
liament in which each Party holds a 
number of seats. For the members 


of the parliament represent their 
Party and not the people, and the 
power established by such a coalition 






is the power of the combined Par¬ 
ties and not of the people. Under 
such systems the people are victims, 
fooled and exploited by political 
bodies. Thus it becomes clear that 
repreaeatation Is fraud. Votes can 
be bought and falsified. Poor people 
fail to compete In the election cam¬ 
paign and it is always the rich—and 
only the rich—who come out victo¬ 
rious. 

THE PARTY 

The Party Is the contemporary 
dictatorship. It is the modern dicta¬ 
torial instrument of governing. The 
Party is the rule of the part over 
the whole. It is the latest dictatorial 
instrument. As the Party is not indi¬ 
vidual, it exercises a sham demo¬ 
cracy through establishing parlia- 
meats and committees and through 
the propaganda of its members. The 
Party is not a democratic instru¬ 
ment at all because it is composed 
of people who have common inte¬ 
rests, a common outlook or a com¬ 
mon culture; or who belong to the 
same locality or have the sanio 
belief. They form a Party to achieve 
their ends, impose their outlook or 
extend the hold of their belief on the 
society as a whole. A Party’s aim 
is to achieve power under the pre¬ 
text of carrying out its programidp. 
And yet, democratically, none of 
these Parties should govern the 
whole people because of the diver¬ 
sity of interests, ideas, tempera¬ 
ments, localities and beliefs, which 
constitute the people’s identity. The 
Party is a dictatorial instrument of 
governing that enables those with 
one outlook and a common Interest 
to rule the people as a whole. Com¬ 
pared with the people, the Party is 
a minority. Further, the existence- of 
many Parties escalates the struggle 
for power and this results in the 
destruction of any achievements or 
the people and of any socially bene¬ 
ficial plans. Such destruction is seis¬ 
ed upon by the Opposition Party «s 
a justification to undermine the posi¬ 
tion of the ruling Party so that it. 
may take over from them. The Par¬ 
ties in their struggle resort, if not 
to arms, which rarely happens, then 
to denouncing and stultifying the 
actions of each other- This is n 
battle which is inevitably waged at 
the expense of the higher and vital 
interests of the society. Some, If not 
all, of those higher interests will he. 
victims of the power struggle of 
Instruments of governing. For the 
destruction of those Interests sup¬ 
ports the Opposition Party or Parties 
in their argument against the ruling 
Party, The Opposition Party, as an 
instrument of governing, has to oust 
the ruling body in order to have 
access to authority. To prove the 
Unfitness of the instrument of gov¬ 
erning, the Opposition Party has to 
destroy its achievements and to cast 
doubt on its plans, even if those 
plans are beneficial to the society. 
Consequently the interests and pro¬ 
gramme of the society become vic¬ 
tims of the Parties’ struggle for 
power. Such struggle, is, therefore, 
politically, socially and economically 




destructive to the society, despite the 
fact that it creates political activity. 

The society governed by one 
Party is exact ly like that which is 
governed by one tribe or one sect. 
Only blood relationship distinguishes 
a tribe from a Party and even at 
the foundation of a Party there may 
be blood-relationship. There is no 
difference between Patty struggles 
and tribal or sectarian struggles for 
power. And if tribal and sectarian 
rule is politically rejected and dis¬ 
avowed, I hen the Party system must 
similarly be rejected and disavowed 

CLASS 

The class political system is the 
same as the Party, the tribal, or 
sectarian system, i.e., a class domi¬ 
nates the society in the same way 
that a Party tribe or sect does. How¬ 
ever, a class or tribal coalition is 
better than a Party coalition because 
the people consist originally of a 
group of tribes. One seldom finds 
people who do not belong to a tribe, 
and all people belong to a certain 
class. 

Any class which becomes heir to 
a society, inherits, at the same time, 
its characteristics. That Is to say 
that if the working class crushes all 
other classes, for instance, it be¬ 
comes heir of the society, that is, it 
becomes the material and social 
base of the society. The heir bears 
the traits of the one he inherits 
from, though they may not be evi¬ 
dent at once. As time passes, attri¬ 
butes of other eliminated classes 
emerge in the very ranks of the 
working class. And the possessors of 
those characteristics take the atti¬ 
tudes and points of views appro¬ 
priate to their characteristics. Thus 
the working class turns out to be a 
separate society, showing the same 
contradictions as the old society. 
The material and moral standards of 
the members of the society are 
diverse at first but then there 
emerge the factions that automati¬ 
cally develop into classes, as had 
been eliminated. Thus the struggle 
for domination of the society starts 
again. Each group of people, then 
each faction and finally each new 
class, tries to become the instru¬ 
ment of governing. 

PLEBISCITES 

Plebiscites are a fraud against 
democracy Those who say 'yes' and 
those who say 'no' do not, in fact, 
express thcii will. They have been 
silenced through the conception of 
modern democracy. They have been 
allowed to utter only oue word: 
etlher *>~s' or ‘no’. This is the most 
cruel ind oppressive dictatorial 
$y tern. He who says ‘no’ should give 
reasons for his answer. He should 
explain why he did not say ‘yes’. And 
he who says ‘yes’ should give rea¬ 
sons for approval and why he did 
»hot say ‘no’. Everyone should make 
tlear what he wants and the reasons 
for his approval or rejection. What 



‘Under the parlia¬ 
mentary system, 
people are victimi¬ 
sed, fooled and ex¬ 
ploited by political 
bodies' 


road, then, must human groups take 
to get rid, once and for all, of the 
tyrannical and dictatorial ages? 

POPULAR CONGRESSES. 
PEOPLE S COMMITTEES 

Popular congresses are The only 
means to achieve popular democracy. 
Anv system of government other 
than popular congresses is undemo¬ 
cratic. All the prevailing systems of 
government in the world today arc 
undemocratic, unless they adopt this 
method. Popular congresses are the 
end of the journey of the masses’ 
movement in its quest for demo¬ 
cracy. 

Popular congresses and people’s 
committees are the final fruit of 
the people’s struggle for democracy. 
Popular congresses and people’s 
committees are not creation of the 
imagination so much as they are the 
product of human thought whiclt 
has absorbed all human experiments 
to achieve democracy. Direct demo¬ 
cracy is the ideal method, which it 
realized in practice, is indisputable 
and noncontrovcrsial. The nations 
departed from direct democracy be 
cause, however small a people might 
be, it was impossible to gather them 
all together at one time in order to 
discuss, study and decide on their 
policy. 

The Green Rook announces to the 
people the happy discovery of the 
way to direct democracy. In a prac¬ 
tical form. Since no two intelligent 
people can dispute the fact that 
democracy is the ideal—but its 
method has been impossible to apply 
—and since this Third Universal 
Theory provides us with a realistic 
experiment in direct democracy, the 
problem of democracy in the world 
is finally solved. 

First, the people are divided into 
basic popular congresses. Each basic 
popular congress chooses its working 
committee. The working committees 
together form popular congresses 
for each district, which are other 
than the basic ones. Then the masses 
of those basic popular congresses 
choose administrative people’s com¬ 
mittees to replace government ad¬ 
ministration. Thus all public utili¬ 
ties are run by people's committees 
whiih will be responsible to the 
basic popular congresses and these 
dictate tne policy to be followed by 


the people's committees and super¬ 
vise its execution. Thus, both the 
administration and the supervision 
become popular and the outdated 
definition of democracy—Democracy 
is the supervision of the government 
by the people—comes to an end. It 
will be replaced by the right defini¬ 
tion: Democracy is the supervision of 
the people by the people. 

All citizens who are members of 
those popular congresses belong, 
professionally and functionally, to 
different categories and sectors, such 
as workers, peasants, students, mer¬ 
chants, craftsmen, officials and pro¬ 
fessionals. They have, therefore, to 
establish their own unions and syn¬ 
dicates in addition to being, as citi¬ 
zens, members of the basic popular 
congresses or the people’s commi¬ 
ttees. Subjects discussed by basic 
popular congresses or the people’s 
committees, syndicates and unions, 
will take their final shape in the 
General People's Congress, where 
the working groups of popular con¬ 
gresses, people’s committees, syndi¬ 
cates and unions meet. What is dSalt 
with by the General People’s Con¬ 
gress, which meets annually, will, in 
turn, be submitted to popular con¬ 
gresses, people’s committees, syndi¬ 
cates and unions. The people's com¬ 
mittees, responsible to the basic 
popular congresses will, then, start 
executive action. The General Peo¬ 
ple’s Congress is not a gathering 
of members or ordinary persons as 
is the case with parliaments. It is a 
gathering of the basic popular con¬ 
gresses, the people’s committees, the 
unions, the syndicates and all pro¬ 
fessional associations. 

THE LAW OF SOCIETY 

Law is the other problem parallel 
to the problem of the instrument of 
governing. It has not yet been solved 
in the modern age although it has 
been solved at certain periods of 
history. 

It is invalid and undemocratic for 
a committee or a parliament to be 
entitled to draft the law for the 
society. It is also invalid and unde¬ 
mocratic for an individual, a com¬ 
mittee or a parliament to amend or, 
abrogate the law of the society. 

What, then, is the law of the 
society? Who drafts it and what is 
its importance to democracy? 

The genuine law of any society 
is either tradition (custom^ or relu 
gion. Any other attempt to draft law 
for any society, outside these t\yo 
sources, is invalid and illogical. 
Constitutions are not the law of the 
society. 

The law of the society is an eter¬ 
nal human heritage that is not the 
possession of the living only. Hence, 
the drafting of a constitution and 
holding a plebiscite by present 
voters are farcical. 

Encyclopaedias of man-made laws 
derived from man-made constitution* 




are full of material penalties against 
man while traditional law seldom 
has these penalties. Traditional law' 
imposes moral, not material penal¬ 
ties, that are appropriate for man. 
Religion embraces and absorbs tra¬ 
dition. Most material penalties in 
religion are postponed until the 
Day of Judgement. The major part 
of its rules are exhortations, instruc¬ 
tions and answers to questions. This 
law shows proper respect to man. 
Religion does not acknowledge tem¬ 
poral penalties, except in extreme 
cases where these are necessary to 
protect society. 

Religion embraces tradition, which 
Is an expression of the natural life 
of the peoples. Thus, religion, em¬ 
bracing tradition, is an affirmation 
of natural law. Non-religious, non 
traditional laws are invented % one 
man for use against another. There¬ 
fore they are invented by one man 
for use against another. Therefore 
they are invalid because they are 
not built upon the natural source of 
tradition and religion. 

WHO SUPERVISED THE 
CONDUCT OF SOCIETY? 

The question that arises is: who 
preserves the society from any de¬ 
viation from the law? Democrati¬ 
cally, there is no group whatever 
that can claim the right of repre¬ 
sentative supervision over the 
society. ‘Society is its own supervi- 


‘Popular congress¬ 
es are the only 
means to achieve 
popular democra¬ 
cy. Direct demo¬ 
cracy is the ideal 
method’ 


sor’. Any pretension by any indivi¬ 
dual that it is responsible for law 
is dictatorship. Democracy means the 
responsibility of the whole society, 
and supervision should be carried 
out by the whole society. That is 
democracy and its proper implemen¬ 
tation is through the democratic 
Instrument of governing; resulting 
from the organization of society it¬ 
self in basic popular congresses and 
from the people's rule through the 
people's committees and the General 
People’s committees and the General 
People’s Congress (National Con¬ 
gress) in which come together the 
popular congresses, administrative 
people’s committes, unions syndica¬ 
tes and all other professional orga¬ 
nizations. According to this theory, 
the people are the instrument of 
governing and in this case they are 


their own supervisor. In this way 
self-supervision of the society over 
its law Is realized. 

THE PRESS 

The Press is a means of express¬ 
ion of the society and is not a 
means of expression of a natural 
or corporate person. Logically and 
democratically, the Press, therefore, 
cannot be owned by either of these. 

Any newspaper owned by an 
individual is his own and expresses 
only his point of view. Any claim 
that a newspaper represents public 
opinion is groundless because it 
actually expreses the viewpoints of 
a natural person. Democratically, a 
natural person should not be per¬ 
mitted to own any means of pubnca- 
tion or information. However, he 
has the natural right to express him¬ 
self by any means, even if it is in 
an irrational manner to prove his 
madness. Any journal issued by a 
trading association or by a chamber 
of commerce is only a means of 
expression for this particular social 
group. It presents its own point of 
view and not the viewpoint of pub¬ 
lic opinion. This applies to all the 
other corporate and natural persons 
in society. The democratic Press Is 
that which is issued by a popular 
committee comprising all the vari¬ 
ous categories of society, including 
associations of workers, women, stu¬ 
dents, farmers, professionals, civil 
servants, craftsmen, etc. 
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Pregnant women: 
Beware of X-rays ! 


Are we sufficiently careful 
about exposing women of 
reproductive capacity to 
X-ray examinations? Dr. K. 
S. PARTHASARATHY of the 
Division of Radiological 
Protection, Bhabha Atomic 
Research Centre, Trombay, 
points out some of the dan¬ 
gers involved therein. 

A YOUNG doctor, in his tremendous 
enthusiasm to see his own baby, 
used to ‘screen’ his pregnant wife al¬ 
most every week with the help of bis 
newly-acquired X-ray machine. For¬ 
tunately. the foetus did not survive— 
because bis wife had an abortion. The 
public knows only about the alleged 
benefits of medical X-ray examlna 
tions, but the associated hazards 
have been described only in specia¬ 
lized scientific journals. In some 
advanced countries, half of all the 
diagnoses made or confirmed are 
done on the basis of X-ray examina¬ 
tions. A few hundred new X-ray 
machines are added annually to the 
15,000 to 20.000 machines already 
existing in India. In urban areas. 
X-ray examinations have almost 
become an essential nart of routine 
medical care. 

The first person wbo highlighted 
the dangers of exposing pregnant 
women to X-rays was neither a 
physicist nor a radiologist but an 
American dentist by the name of' 
Or William Robins. In 1901, Dr 
Robins exposed a pregnant guinea- 
pig to X-rays and discovered tbat 
“Exposure to X-Ught killed the 
foetus". After his initial studies he 
made some recommendations to the 
users of his new diagnostic tool: 
and they are valid even to this day. 
In the concluding portion of h» 
paper, he wrote: "This note is 
published because pregnant women 
are being exposed to X-ligbt to 
determine the site of the pelvis or 
to examine the condition of the 
foetus". Seventy-seven : years later, 
are we any more cautious about 
X-raying pregnant women? 

' Data on the afects of X-rays ew 
a human fs ot as are . rather lurited,' 
. and ', much has bee* l ea r n ed or 
inferred - frdmdnteea animals. 
Mouse embryo*, arbea exp o sed to 


high radiation doses during the early 
stages of development, were found 
to be more sensitive to lethal and 
teratogenic effects than those dur 
ing the later stages. Microcephaly 
(abnormally smaU head), mental 
retardation and impairment of body 
growth are the major consequences 
of exposing developing embryos to 
high radiation doses. 

Skeletal malformations and other 
effects- in mouse embryos were 
observed at doses to which patients 
undergoing X-ray screening may be 
subjected to. The formation ol 
different organs In a human embryo 
occurs during/the first three months. 
Exposure at this time may cause 
developmental abnormalities. Dr. 
Singler and his colleagues reported 
that mothers of mongoloid children 
ih Baltimore had seven times as 
much X-ray exposure as a control 
group of mothers. {Bulletin of John 
Hopkins Hospital, 1965). Mongolism 
is a congenital condition in which 
a child ha£ a short, broad, slanted 
face, short fingers and weak muscles 
Such children suffer from some 
degree of mental retardation. The 
study by Uchido and his workers 
published in the prestigious British 
Medical Journal, Lancet (1966) sug¬ 
gested an enhanced risk of chromo¬ 
some damage in the children born 
of mothers who had pelvic X-ray 
examinations. 

Dr Alice Stewart and her 
colleagues at Oxford showed that 
more children X-rayed while in 
utero died of leukaemia and other 
torms of cancer (Lancet, 1956). 
Cancer in childhood is normally very 
uncommon (nearly one in 2,000). 
Ante-natal radiography giving a 
typical radiation dose causes cancer 
with a probability of one in 4,000. 

Think twice be¬ 
fore exposing a 
pregnant woman 
to an X-ray be¬ 
cause an embryo 
is ten times more 
radiation sensitive 
than an adult 


Thus natural cancer frequency la 
much higher and the increase due 
to radiography is likely to be con 
cealed in it. Dr Stewart’s findings 
were criticized on the ground that 
exposed and unexposed children 
differ with respect to factors other 
than their history of X-ray exposure. 
Dr Mole of the Medical Research 
Council (UK) used extensive data on 
singleton and twin births over the 
period from 1945-64 and established 
that twins and singletons exposed to 
X-rays had identical incidence of 
cancer despite the fact that twins 
were exposed 5.5 times more often 
than were singletons. Thus, tbs 
factors which lead to greater fre¬ 
quency of pelvic X-rays do not 
appear to he linked with an increase 
in childhood cancers, at least in this 
type of pregnancy. Before Dr 
Stewart’s article was published, 
X-raying the pelvis of pregnant 
women was a routine practice 
because it was believed that all 
births are dangerous. Based on a 
review of ten papers on the same 
subject published from various 
countries, Dr Stewart C. Bushong 
and bis co-workers from the Baylor 
College of Medicine in Texas, USA. 
concluded: “Not all reports of 
leukaemia following in utero ex¬ 
posure have been positive, but the 
preponderance of evidence suggests 
that irradiation in utero is accom¬ 
panied by approximately a 50% 
increase in the probable development 
of leukaemia in childhood.” 

A ddressing the first Asian 
Regional Congress of the Inter¬ 
national Radiation Protection Asso 
riation in Bombay in 1974, Dr K. Z. 
Morgar of the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, Atlanta, quoted exten¬ 
sively from a paper by Dr Bross 
published in the New England 
Journal of Medicme (1973) to show 
that children suffering from allergic 
(asthma and hives), bacterial 
(pneumonia, whooping cough and 
dysentery) and viral (chicken pox 
and red measles) diseases run a 
neater risk of suffering from 
leukaemia if they had also received 
iatra-uterine X-ray exposure. U we 
exercise more control on X-raying 
pregnant women, the combined 
effects of these diseases and X-ray 
exposure can be minimised signifi¬ 
cantly. 

Dr Me yer and her ca-workers at 
the Ms Hopkins University report¬ 
ed that wom en who were X-rayed in 
ateiw had 15% more total pregnan- 

2 ? 





The embryo at about 4 weeks. It 
is now 5mm (02 inches) long. Eyes 
and ears begin to show. The head 
and neck are half the body length; 
the shoulders will be located where 
the whitish arm buds are attached. 


The foetus, in Us third month, is 
now well established. It draws its 
nourishment through the umbilical 
cord. It flows ih the fluid inside the 
amniot'u: sac (the inner fetal mem¬ 
brane), which, covered with the 
chorion (the outer fetal membrane), 
has rjroivn so that it now fills most 
of the uterus. Jn this photo, the 
chorion has been opened and pulled 
aside. 



des <Uian controls in 1960-69 and 7% 
more in 1970-75. The population 
they studied included 1,500 females 
exposed in utero in 1947-52 and the 
same number of women as controls. 

Based on. the concern voiced by 
experts, the International Com¬ 
mission on Radiological Protection 
(ICRP) declared, “The commission 
wishes to cal) attention of reports 
of embryonic and foetal sensitivity 
to ionizing radiation and to empha¬ 
size that the possibility of pregnancy 
must be taken into account by the 
attending physidan when deciding 
on radiological examinations that 
involve the lower abdomen and 
pelvis of women of reproductive 
capacity. The commission also wishes 
to point out that the ten-day interval 
following the onset of menstruation 
is the time when it Is most impro¬ 
bable that such women could be 
pregnant. Therefore it is recom¬ 
mended that all radiological ex¬ 
aminations of the lower abdomen 
and pelvis of women of reproductive 
capacity that are not of importance 
in connection with the immediate 
illness of the patient, be limited in 
time to this period when pregnancy 
is improbable.” The National 
Countil of Radiation Protection 
(NCRP, USA) and the National 
Academy of Science's Advisory Com¬ 
mittee on the Biological Effects of 
Ionizing Radiation (USA) also re¬ 
commended that medical X-ray doses 
to potentially pregnant women 
should be reduced. Originally NCRP 
chose a 14-day interval but later they 
also changed to the 10-day interval. 
The World Health Organisation has 
prepared an ovulation curve from 
the length of hypothermic phases of 
thousands of menstrual cycles of a 
few hundred healthy women. This 
data indicated that, using a 14-day 
interval instead of 10 days, the 
chance of irradiating an unsuspected 
embryo is increased because nearly 
50 per cent of women ovulate before 
the 14th day, whereas only 10 per 
cent ovulate before 10 days. 

The Royal College of Radiologists 
in the U.K. has realized the over¬ 
whelming evidence of foetal sensiti¬ 
vity and recommended the implemen¬ 
tation of the ‘ten-day rule’. A chain 
of responsibility has been established 
between the patient, the referring 
physician, radiologists .and the staff 
of X-ray departments to ensure that 
the foetus is not exposed to 
X-rays. The clinician should note 
down the stated date of the first day 
of the last menstrual period. The 
patient must give accurate informa¬ 
tion regarding the possibility of a 
current pregnancy. The hospital 
authorities must remind the patient, 
through prominent instructions dis¬ 
played m the department, of the 
risks of exposure to X-rays during 
pregnancy. Women who use effec¬ 
tive contraceptives, women who ar- 
menstruating at the time or those 
who deny recent sexual intercourse 
are exempted from the 'ten-day rule’ 
Barium enema, barium meal, intra¬ 
venous urogram, cystogram cholecys- 
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tograni, lumbar spine, pelvis, hips 
and abdominal angiography are some 
of the examinations to be avoided. 
The recommendations on the imple¬ 
mentation of “ten-day rule’ have 
been published in Vol. 49 of British 
Journal of Radiology (1976). 

rr*HE data collected by the Division 
* of Radiological Protection (DRP) 
of the Bhabha Atomic Research Cen 
tre, Bombay, showed that many 
X-ray departments do not satisfy the 
requirements of radiation safety 
Radiological survey of a hundred 
institutions in different parts of India 
revealed that 44% of the machines 
were defective. These machines 
may expose the patients regularly 



At about 5 6 weeks; the foetus is now 
1.5 cm (0.6 inches) long. The gap 
between the nostrils and the edge of 
the upper lip is not yet obliterated. 
A small nick will remain where the 
sides fuse to the central point. 


When the thumb comes close to the 
mouth, the head may turn, and lips 
and tongue begin their sucking 1 
motions — a reflex for survival. The 
foetus, at 4^ months, is about 18 cm 
(just over 7 inches). 


to high radiation doses. In some ot 
than. X-ray beams are directed in¬ 
advertently to occupied areas, offices 
or pathological laboratories. Thus 
many unconnected people may be 
irradiated without their knowledge; 
In one premier institution, out¬ 
patients from the gynaecological and 
pediatric wards were getting exposed 
to X-rays without their knowledge 
because an X-ray unit was operated 
near these wards. Admitting a large 
number of patients into the X-ray 
room is improper. Unwanted X-ray 
exposure is harmful to everyone. 
It is more harmful to women of 
child-bearing age, because of the 
possibility of irradiating an unsus¬ 
pected embryo. 

It is not the intention bore to 
declare that all X-ray examinations 
. of women of child-bearing age are 
dangerous and hence must not be 
undertaken. The physician most 
weigh the benefit against the risk of 
an examination before taking a deci¬ 


sion. They must apply their mind 
and must be convinced about Its 
benefit to the patient. According to 
an authentic document titled Pro 
lection of the Patient in X-ray Dia¬ 
gnosis. the International Commission 
of Radiological Protection (1CRP) 
states ; “It is recommended strongly 
that appropriate national medical 
groups study the practice of clinical 
radiology with the intent of develop¬ 
ing appropriate clinical guidelines, 
to ensure efficient use of X-ray exa- 
minations.’’ Until such guidelines are 
arrived at, physicians must impose 
some amount of self discipline : 
pelvimetry must not be a routine 
practice; fluoroscopy (screening; is 
much more dangerous than radio 


graphy—improperly conducted fluoro¬ 
scopic examination may expose the 
patient to fatal radiation doses. Fluo¬ 
roscopy must be done only if the re¬ 
quired diagnostic information cannot 
be obtained by radiography alone. 
Every X-ray examination bas some 
finite risk. Think twice before ex¬ 
posing a pregnant or potentially 
pregnant woman because an embryo 
is known to be ten times more radia- 
tion senstive than an adult. __ 

The colour pictures, of life before 
birth, are from the book 'A Child is 
Bom' (Faber Paperbacks, £ 2.95; 
distributed in India by Oxford Uni¬ 
versity Press). The photographs are 
by Lennart Nilsson, who holds their 
copyright. 



A truly democratic festival 


The ancient Car Festival of 
Lord Jagannath, held on July 
7, is not like other Hindu festi¬ 
vals, a purely religious occa¬ 
sion. SITAKANT MAHAPATRA 
explains the hallowed back¬ 
ground to this momentous cele¬ 
bration and how it is more a 
part of a broader culture than 
religion. 

r ' WAS in 1950 when I was going on 
thirteen that we made the long jour¬ 
ney to Sriksbetra—about twenty of us 
—from our village for the Ratha Jatra. 
The journey was incredibly difficult. 
Buses, trains and platforms were all 
crowded- It was difficult to get a foot¬ 
hold and often I felt cramped and 
breathless, afraid that I may get lost. 
My uncle advised me to concentrate 
on Jagannath (“Call to your mind His 
dark round eyes”) and said these trou¬ 
bles would vanish and I would feel 
them no more. The renegade that 1 
was, the pushing and nudging, the 
stink and humid heat of the crowd 
continued to disgust me however hard 
I tried to imagine the dark eyes of the 
Lord. But most of my villagers, and 
in fact most others I saw in the train 
and on the crowded platforms waiting 
for days on end to return home, and 
on the main road at Puri, scrambling 
for a view of the Lord on the chariot, 
seemed oblivious of these inconve¬ 
niences. Their faces were lit by a 
strange and baffling ecstasy. What 
Rilke had called "the circumspection of 
human gesture" had perhaps given 
way to the mystery of intimacy where¬ 
in one lets certain objects and oneself 
be, and the multiplicity of life’s pro¬ 
cesses disappear into the background. 
In one sweep of the imagination the 
self and the object of devotion become 
paramount. 

Twenty years later, the other day, I 
saw the trunks of neerfi trees wrapped 
In red silk loaded on bullock carts on 
their way to Sriksbetra for the Lord's 
Navatelevara, the assumption of' the 
New Body. The daitapatu, deviate- 
tons, Virsaabosu and all the other ser¬ 
vants of the temple were re-enacting a . 
complex symbolism, a legend deemed 
to bit higher than any truth or reality. 
They were executing a ritual party 
religious, and partly psychological. Vtl- 


the sacred wood, brought from some¬ 
where in the forest around Kakatpur 
and the sea. The trunks bear a num¬ 
ber of symbols and are not of the ordi¬ 
nary kind. Under the ritual the gods 


are given a new physical form, one sub¬ 
ject to the laws of decay and dissolu¬ 
tion, from which even the gods arc not 
immune. Lord Jagannath, the Lord 
of the Universe, is like ahy other 
human being. He follows a daily re¬ 
gimen of ablutions and meals at vari¬ 
ous times of the day, dressing different¬ 
ly for different occasions, seasons and 
festivals, is put to sleep by the lilting 
songs of the d evadasis mentioned in the 
Gita Govind, visits his mausi’s bouse 
and i? even afflicted with fever during 
the summer. Yet he is the Lord of the 
Universe, his dark round eyes the eter¬ 
nal symbol of time and mutability, a 
hope for motea to the devoted soul, an 
object of apotheosis in numerous poems 
of exquisite iyridsm which date as far 
hade as the seventh century. 

It is necessary to realise that what 
is generally called the Jagannath cult is 
lot a cult in the narrow sense of a 
school of thought, or a system of 
rituals or liturgies. It has never been 
sought to be codified as a cognitive or 
philosophical structure. If it has a 
looseness of organisation as a system of 
philosophy, if its liturgical or religious 
concepts have not been viewed against 
the backdrop of any particular Hindu 
sect or sects to assess its deviations and 
differences from them, it is because, 
like Hinduism, it is more of a cultural 
matrix than a definitive school of philo¬ 
sophy or religion. It is in this sense 
that the Jagannath cult is not a religi¬ 
ous or philosophical manifestation but 
a broad mythology of culture. The my¬ 
thical process is a learning device by 
which the unintelligible is made intelli¬ 


gible in a pattern however complex. It 
is, as Pierre Maranda says, "essentially 
the investigation of the culture-cad^ 
tioning mechanism that moulds ethnic 
cognitive systems”. 

While it is a system of rituals it is! 
based on ritual as an anti-structure, 
syndrome of symbols that embrace al¬ 
most the whole gamut of human emo¬ 
tions and endeavours. The car festival 
perhaps symbolises this liminal phase 
of the ritualistic system, in which the 
omnipotent Gajapati King sweeps the 
path of the chariots before the swirling 
multitudes and the Lord of the Uni¬ 
verse leaves the cloistered seclusion of 
the dimly-lit sanctum sanctorum and the 
litanies of the near-secret forms of 
aristocratic worship, to sit on the 
wooden chariots in full view of the 
humble and the lowly, and listen to the 
strange orchestra of their private pray¬ 
ers and supplications. This is indeed 
a form of supreme ammvidtas, an 
egalitarian relationship between person? 
stripped bare of status and property* 
The god of the elite to whom are chan¬ 
ted sacred mantras, becomes the god 
of the masses, each praying to him 
in his own way, soliciting, surrendering, 
abusing and supplicating. This is 
thus humility and commvnitas com¬ 
bined in the most elegant manner and 
leads to a reversal of status, unique in 
the history of religion and philosophy. 
It gives recognition to the essential 
generic human bond without which 
there could be no society. Liminality, 
Prof Victor Turner ekplams, "implies 
that the high could not be high unless 
low existed, and he who is high must 
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experience what it is like to be low. 
For individuals and groups, soda! life 
is a type of dialectical process that in¬ 
volves successive experience of high 
and low, commtmitas and structure, 
homogeneity and differentiation, equa¬ 
lity and inequality.” (The Ritual Pro¬ 
cess, page 97). The achievement of a 
degree of statuslessness by abolishing 
in one sweep of symbolism, all the 
multiple personal, group and class iden¬ 
tities is, perhaps, the most significant 
aspect of the Jagannath culture. It is, 
based on a concept of submissivendss 
and, silence that lifts grace to the level 
of a mutual contract between the god¬ 
head and the individual. The latter has 
s prior claim on the god head. The 
^ore lowly the individual, and the more 
urgent and pressing the needs of his 
tragic condition, the greater is his de¬ 
mand on the supreme Lofd. And this 
c ommunkas is also established that the 
Lord's Mahaprasad can be taken from 
the same Kudu a by the Brahmin priest 
and the untouchable. And there are to 
be no left-overs of the Mahaprasad. The 
menu prepared in the massive kitchen 
includes the food of the common folk. 
Jagannath was the imperial god of the 
Gajapatis in historical times and yet his 
jdiarfots were never drawn by either 
me militia, hired labour or elephants. 
Instead, they were pulled by his milli¬ 



ons of devotees. This gave poignant 
expression to the concept of comm ti- 
nitas, the essence of the Jagannath 
culture. 

The images of the Trinity are made 
out of the sacred neem tree. The trees 
are carefully selected in the years the 
renewal of the images or Navakalebara 
is scheduled for. The wooden images 
are reminiscent of their probable primi¬ 
tive origin. Legend has. it that the 
tribal t&ieftain Viswabasu originally 
worshipped the Lord as Nilamadhava 
and Vidyapati, the Brahmin emissary 
seqt by him who deceived the daughter 
of, the diieftain Lalita and stole the 
tribal gpd. When the Lord had vanish¬ 
ed and King Indrayuman was in an¬ 
guish -tbw. latter dreamt that a log of 
wood would come Boating on the east¬ 
ern seaboard and out of that his image 
would be dreated. - There is also an¬ 
other legend about a carpenter who had 
locked himself up in a room to work 
on the wooden images and how he had 
requested that not before twenty-one 
days should the doors of his room be 
opened. When the sound of his chisel 
and hammer had died down for some¬ 
time and the queen could not longer 
hear him, she was afraid the aged car¬ 
penter had died or was dying and 
had the doors opened by force only to 
discover that the carpenter- had dis¬ 
appeared and the three wooden images 
stood incomplete. This is yet another 
symbolic representation of the idea that 
the universal god as an ideal seen in a 
dream is never fully realised in this 
, world. The tribal origin of Jagannath 
is thus a distinct possibility. Even to¬ 
day worship of trees and flowers js 
common am'oqg primitive tribes in 
India. The blossoming of fresb flowers 
on Sal and Mahul. trees is an occasion 
for ritual worship among the Mundas 
and the Santhais. Many tribal festivals 
like the Santkal Baha (flower festival) 
are vegetation and fecundity ceremo¬ 
nies. Among the Savaras of Southern 
Orissa also there is tree worship. The 
Sama or the sacred grove at the end 
of the village where most of the wor¬ 
shipping is done is itself evidence of the 
reverence for the tree in primitive cul¬ 
tures. J. G. Frazer in his The Golden 

« hai dted numerous illustrations 
warship of trees hi the religious 
history of the Aryan race : 

“At Upsqla, the old religious capi¬ 
tal of Sweden, there was a sacred 
grove in which every tree was regar¬ 
ded as divine. The heathen Slav 


the Lithuanians, prior to their con¬ 
version to Chrlstaoitv the worship of 
trees was prominent’’ (Pp 145-146 of 
the abridged edition). 

The spirit of primitive reverence for 
life and cctmmumtas so characteristic 
of Jagannath culture is nowhere more 
poignantly manifest than in the hun- 
areas of prayer-songs, the J ananas and 
Bhajdns, dedicated to him and com¬ 
posed in his honour by the poets of 
Orissa in different periods of history. ; 
Some of them like Banamali Das and 
Bhaktacbaran of 18th century, the leper 
Dinakrushna of Rasakallola fame in the 
17th century, Gopal Krishna and Kavi- 
surya of the 19tn century, Abhimanyit k 
of the 18th century and the Muslim 
poet Salabaga of the 17th century are 
well-known in the literary annals of 
Orissa. Their J ananas and Bhajans are 
the heart-throbs of millions of Oriyas 
everywhere. Besides the more welt 
known, there are unknown or lesser 
known poets whose poems are a part 
of the national culture and the cultural 
ethos. Who in Orissa would not know 
this particular stanza from the 17th 
century wandering beggar-poet Sarla 
Vika’s prayer-song ? 

"O’ my tired mind let us go 
and see the round eyes 
and bathe our own eyes 
in the mandala of the navel of the 

conch’ 

or the soul-stirring songs of Salabega: 

“He has no hands, no feet 
who will keep him tied?” 

and : 

“O’thou mad elephant of the 
blue mountain 

Rush In 'and despoil the lotus- 
forest of my anguish”. 

or the attitude of complete resignation 
to the Lord in Baoamali’s famous 
lines: 

“O’ Jagannath 
I ask nothing of you 
Not wealth nor men 
I ask only a Cubit from your 

Saradha Bair 

There arc numerous songs and al¬ 
most all of them are composed in melo¬ 
dious tunes. They have become a part 
of the collective unconscious of the 
people. There is rarely another ins¬ 
tance of songs composed over succes¬ 
sive centuries being enshrined in the 
popular imagination with a poignancy 
and meaningfulness seldom seen in reli¬ 
gious literature. The songs are hum¬ 
med and sung almost everywhere and 
on almost every occasion oy beggars, 
sadhus. learned pandits, scholars, most- 
dans and even modern dilettantes. 
They not only excel as music: they excel 
even as poetry. Their poetry comet 
from the heart of human suffering 
and uphold dedication, brotherhood $m 
love. A Shakespearean Character says 
“I understand the fury in your word* 
but not the words.” It is such spiritual 
fury that imbues these prayer-songs 
with the sanctity of timelessness. 
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The cosmic menagerie 


M ODESTY is not one of the 
strong points of modern man. 

Confucius, himself an ancient as 
far as we are concerned, observed 
that it was no longer the modest 
habit of historians of his time to 
leave blank pages at the end of 
their histories tto symbolise that 
there were many things they did 
not know, as was the habit of 
Chinese historians of times more 
ancient than Confucius. 

Even as late as the nineteenth 
century, a writer of the calibre 
of Thomas Carlyle who ranted 
about the all-too-pervasivc modern 
habit of ranting in over forty 
volumes, confessed that he did 
not pretend to understand the 
universe. “The universe is a 
reat deal bigger than 1 am. 
eople ought to be modester” he 
said. 

But despite modesty and the 
personal insigniiicance about man 
in relation to such a vast thing as 
the universe, speculation has been 
rife since the beginning of 
humanity about man’s relation 
with the universe. The Rig 
Vedic hymns attempt a delineation 
of the Cosmic Purusha in a 
poetic manner. But the twen¬ 
tieth century began to speculate 
scientifically about the universe 
since the days of Professor* 
Whitehead and Arthur Eddington 
—both writers were popular 
scientific reading in the Thirties 
in India also. 

But in these thirty or forty 
years we have come far and 
many details are known about the 
cosmic menagerie even if we do 
not know anything about the 
manager of this menagerie or 
even If there is one whom in their 
“unwisdom" our elders called God. 
Rapid strides in astronomy and 
the understanding of atomic 
fusion and fifsion have, according 
to the various disciplines con¬ 
cerned with it, laid bare many 
facts.,,observable and some of 
them at least verifiable to the 
scientist. 

And astrophysicists and cosmic 
observers are adding more and 
more curious facts to all that we 
already know. The universe—its 
origins and development into what 
it is today—has been studied with 
rigorous detail that is mind- 
staggering—for whatever the facts, 
man mates an effort to apprehend 
the facts of the case as best as 
be niight. 

Man’s landing on the Moon and 


other men observing the landing 
of the first men on the Moon on 
television sitting in an easy-chair 
in comfort at their fireside has 
been hailed as a marvel of 
modern communication and sci 
entific achievement that might 
have far-reaching results. But 
much more far-reaching and per 
haps even more staggering BTe 
facts about black holes, red giants, 
white dwarfs, worm boles, quasars, 
primordial collapsors, pulsars, 
super novae etc etc that have 
been assembled today and pre¬ 
sented to those interested in 
knowing about them. 

The snake that swallows its 
own tail has been a mythic 
figure that has been long familiar 
in mystical speculations. When 
the density of the stars creates a 
gravitational field that will 
swallow its own light, thus pro¬ 
ducing black holes, the mind can 
well refuse to take in all the 
things presented to it. But when 
the astrophysicist begins to specu¬ 
late on the first moments of the 
birth of the universe it reads 
almost like fiction — albeit 
scientific. 

Reading a book by Professor 
Steven Weinberg who teaches in 
Harvard University which attempts 
to present the matter to the lay¬ 
man without too many mathe¬ 
matical formulae, one is con¬ 
fronted by the First Three 
Minutes (of the Universe). It is 
subtitled A Modem View of the 
Origin of the Universe and sums 
up the information available to 
the scientist in as untechnical a 
language as possible in these 
matters. It is one of the books 
in a projected series of Basic 
Books. 

i 

The author attempts not to 
theorise about the pre-origin or 
the actual causes of the origin of 
the Universe but he succinctly 
summarises “the most perplexing 
phase of our collective history— 
the first three minutes of the 
actual first period of existence of 
the Cosmos.” Critics recommend 
the book as the clearest exposi¬ 
tion of the early stages of the 
Cosmos available. 

It is sober scientific fact as 
observed and deduced by modern 
scientists but it can be read as a 
fairy story. This scientific book 
has all the earmarks of the old 
creation myths familiar to the 
human mind accustomed to theo¬ 
logical speculations about the 
creation of the cosmos out of 


confusion. 

The account of the first three 
minutes of the cosmos are 
fascinating if at the same time 
mind-boggling. Professor Wein¬ 
berg begins by reviewing the 
historically confusing but now 
convincing evidence that the ovei- 
all universe is expanding and that 
this expansion began with a bang, 
in fact the Big Bang of all 
history, some eighteen billion 
years ago. Not only do the un¬ 
believable equations tell us so but 
in 1964 the residues of the Big 
Bang were discovered. The 
cosmic birth pangs have given 
rise to physical material that can 
be observed. The radiation from 
that Big Bang has naturally 
cooled down in all these years, 
now being only 2.7 degrees K. 
The residue of that Bang is 
there — in fact everywhere, 
"always surrounding us, en¬ 
veloping us, part of us and we 
part of it.” 

Before the Blast all was meta¬ 
physics. Afterwards for a moment, 
“all was sublime simplicity 
engulfed in transcendant violence. 
At a temperature of a hundred 
billion degrees K, tbe universe 
was filled solely with an un¬ 
differentiated soup of matter and 
radiation. Within seconds though, 
the temperature and density 
plummeted, while nucleo-syntbesis 
proceeded apace.” 

The book reads as explicit and 
as enthralling as any genesis 
myth that you can name. And 
if you want further understand¬ 
ing of the cosmic menagerie in 
modern scientific terms you have 
only to turn to other books on 
the theme written by other 
scientists each vying with tbe 
other to explain it all to the lay 
general reader. There are books 
with fascinating titles like The 
Universe: Its Beginning and its 
its End (by Dr Lloyd Moil) The 
Cosmic Frontiers of General Re¬ 
lativity: a Layman's Guide to the 
New Universe (by Professor 
Walter Kauffmann Iff) and others 
that deal specifically with Black 
Holes and White Gushers. 

In ten years* time they will 
discover more things about the 
cosmos that we dare not think of 
now. If the layman prefers to 
wait another ten years before he 
reads these books, small blame to 
him. 


KA NAA SUBRAMANYAM 






gift! 


vijai SUPER 

Super on all counts. 


Performance 


Oesigned to international // 

specifications. the Vijai Super has 

found wide acceptance in the ) 

U.K., U.S.A . ftaiy and many 
other technologically advanced 

The reason ? An obsession for /Mtt 

quality and perfection at every stag j JS| 
of manufacture. Every Vijai Super 
is subjected to as many as 1000 

quality control tests before it yS 

leaves the factory. So what you get Is ™ 

A maximum performance scooter with a technologically 
superior engine. 


Mileage 

Considering the rising cost of fuel, Wtfoqjj 
you buy a scooter to serve as an 
economical and efficient mode of 
transport—good on speed, low 

Therefore, apart from scoring high 
on performance and safety. 

> Vijai Super is also a ^ w * as " 

. Maximum mileage scooter—45 km. to a litre. 

Other features 


Safety 


Unlike most scooters, the 
Super's engine is centrally 
0&k aligned for better balance. 

Lgi Also the scooter's body is 

composed of a single piece 
tubular frame for better 
kJBB 1 resistance to impact—plus 

SCSjUff superior quality horn, headlight 
^^®raiid brakes add up to make Vijai Super 
A scooter designed for maximum safety. 


Super Stability 
Super New Magneto 

Super Pickup 
Super Comfort 
Super Fuel Economy 


— For maximum safety. 

— Ensures an unmatched performance ol 
headlights and ho^n. 

— 0 to 60 kmph in 12.6 seconds. 

— A foot-rest and vertical stepney. 

— Takes you 45 kms. on a litre of petrol. 


Vijai Super-Really Super! 


Scooters India Limited 

(A Government of India Enterprise) lucknow _ 
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DELHI DIARY 


CHARAN MAY SUE 
MANEKA 

UNTQN HOME MINISTER, Outran 
Singh has ordered the Ministry to 
examine whether prosecution can 
be launched against Maneka 
Gandhi’s magazine Surva under 
the libel laws. The Home Minister 
was piqued by some of the wild 
allegations levelled against him m 
the April issue of the magaaine. 

Rani Jethmalani, the daughter of 
maverick Janata MP Ram Jeth¬ 
malani, and an advocate in her own 
right has already set the ball rolling 
by filing a libel suit against the 
mother-daughter team of the pub¬ 
lisher and editor of Surpa 
(Maneka’s mother Amteshwar 
Anand is the publisher of the 
monthly) for a veiled attack on her 
character in Surya's May issue. 

YOUTH CAUCUS 
RE-EMERGES 

SANJAY’S STORMTROORERS are 
back with a vengeance and there is 
little that Mrs. Gandhi’s gutless 
followers can do about their re- 
emergence. 

After the traumatic defeat at the 
polls last March it was decided that 
the Youth Congress would not have 
any separate identity and would only 
function as a cell of the parent 
organisation. The Congress Presi¬ 
dent was entrusted with the repqns- 
ibility of constituting this cell. But 
with the mother as the president of 
the parent body the son does not 
have much difficulty in re-appointing 
his favourites as office-bearers of the 
Youth Congress. 

The familiar Emergency faces are 
back again on the national and Sta'te 
committees of the Youth Congress. 
Lalit Makan and Jagadish Tytler in 
Delhi, Vinod Sharma in Punjab and 
Ram Chandra Rath in Orissa. Ram 
Chandra Rath, who is universally 
unpopular with common folks and 
Congressmen alike, has been made 
the All-India President, while Makan 
is the General Secretary. Tytler is 
the President of the iDelhl Youth 
Congress and Vinod Sharma heads 
the Punjab unit. Makan has been 
made General Secretary of the Delhi 
Congress (I) Committee. However, 
there Is great resentment among 
those who had stood solidly with 
Sanjay after the March 1977 debacle 
when Makan, Sharma and others' 
were lying low. 

SINS OF OMISSION 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION is 
unhappy about the way tin. various 
economic niinistries have treated it 


When major collaboration issues 
come up before the Government, 
the Secretarial Committee of the 
Foreign Investmeht Board takes the 
decisions. Though the Planning 
Commission is represented by its 
Secretary in the board, he is often 
treated as a poor cousin. 

The commission has now decided 
to make an issue out of it It is 
already busy collecting information 
on how It has been by-passed in 
various decision-making processes. 
The controversy is likely to come 
°ut in the open before tnc opening 
of the monsoon session of Parlia¬ 
ment. 



Sushil Dhara 


THE AMBITIOUS 
MR DHARA 

SUSHIL DHARA is an ambitious 
man. After wallowing in political 
wilderness for years, he was success¬ 
ful in getting elected to Parliament 
From Mahisada! in Midnapore dis¬ 
trict, thanks to the Janata 'hawa'. 

Now Dhara wants to be President 
of the West Bengal Janata Party. 
He claims he has already got the 
blessing of Charan Singh. The only 
stumbling block, he says, is Prafulla 
Chandra Sen, his erstwhile leader 1 . 
So he recently suggested to the 
Party High Command: Why bother 
for P. C. Sen since I am available 
for the job ? So far. the high-ups 
in the Party have not cared to listen 
to Dhara, because sans Prafulla Sen, 
the Janata Party proved a miser¬ 
able flop in the panchayat elections 
in West Bengal. But Sushil Dhara, 
it appears, believes in the virtues of 
patience since by Janata Party 
standards he is quite young, not 
quite 70. In the meantime, Dhara is 
busy proving his claim before jour¬ 
nalists in the capital. 

JANA SANGH 
LOOKS AHEAD 

WHY IS THE powerful Jana Sangh 
group throwing its weight behind 
Chandrashekhar in the present con¬ 
troversy over the removal of the 


Party President and the disciplining 
of the recalcitrant Raj Narain ? 
Doesn’t the erstwhile Jana Sangh 
group realise that Chandrashekhar 
is no friend of the RSS and will 
finish them off the moment he gets 
a chance ? These were the questions 
put up by a supporter of a top Jana 
Sangh leader. 

The Jana Sangh roan replied: 
"We know fully Well that neither 
Charan Singh nor Chandrashekhar 
is a true friend of the RSS. The man 
we are backing is Morarji Desai, he 
is the only Janata leader who had 
sincerely supported the RSS and the 
RSS will stand by him." 

Another RSS leader observed: 
"Why should we bother about the 
constant petty quibbangs of the 
Janata Government? The present ad¬ 
ministration is similar to the Ke- 
renksy Government of Russia which 
followed the Czars. In the long run, 
the Party with the organisation will 
take over.” 

A YOUNG SWINDLER 

HE IS A con man, this guy who 
was jailed during the latter half of 
the Emergency for he bad humbled 
the then leader of five million Youth 
Congress storm troopers in the 
murky game of collecting funds 
from Bombay’s film stars. But, is he 
any the sorrier for his imprison¬ 
ment ? Not at all. On the contrary, 
the jail term seems to have been a 
great professional help for the 
young confidence trickster. 

Some months ago. he stripped an 
Iran-based Indian businessmen of 
Rs. 2,500 in the popular bar or a 
five star hotel. He had posed as a 
CBI Assistant Director and threaten¬ 
ed to get the businessman arrested. 
To top it all, he left his address 
with his victim so that the next 
time he came to India, the business¬ 
man could deliver the choicest 
pistachio at his house. 

He can be found in the inner 
parlours of the two Cabinet Minis¬ 
ters from Madhya Pradesh. If you 
want a job done in the two Minis¬ 
tries, he is there to help you for a 
consideration. The other day he was 
seen collecting Rs. 400 from a per¬ 
son who was keen to get a phone 
installed at his house. If you want 
a contract tqr supplies of various 
things that the ITDC buys, approach 
the young swindler who is also 
some kind of a Lothario. Poor chap, 
lie was thrown out of a restaurant 
the other day for making too vulgar 
and too direct a pass at a pretty, 
young lady patron. Will Brij Lai 
Verma and Purshottam Kaushik 
take the hint ? 


D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Carry on. General _ 

Zia wins Bangladesh's first Presidential poll 


O N June 3, 1978 President Ziaur 
Rahman of Bangladesh stepped 
■ down from his tiger, and before the 
startled animal realised what was 
happening he. was atoo and riding 
again. 

Meanwhile, however, he had enlis¬ 
ted a massive mandate from the 
people in the country’s first ever 
direct franchise to elect a President. 
Nobody really had expected Zia to 
lose. But the margin of the victory 
—he scored nearly ten million votes 
more than his nearest rival General 
Mohammad Ataul Gani Osmany (re¬ 
tired)—staggered everyone, friends 
and foes alike. Eyebrows were 
raised and kept raised as computers 
merrily chalked on votes in hundreds 
and thousands with a Slngleminded 
devotion. The Ganatantnk Oikya 
Jote or GOJ for short, the seven- 
party coalition that* had launched 
Osmany as its candidate, lost no 
time in registering a protest. Even 
before the booths had closed on the 
election day, General Khalilur Rahman 
(retired) hurriedly called a rather 
clumsy Press conference at the GOJ 
office, close to Banga Bhavan walls, 
and spoke of “grave irregularities”, 
giving instances of intimidation and 
unlawful official meddling. This 
was taken up later on June 6 by 
General Osmany himself, who never 
used the term rigging but meant it. 
The BBC obliged by underlining the 
GOJ’s grievances. Several other 
observers questioned the officiat 
figure of voter-turnout, put at 52 
>er cent; they thought no more than 
2 per cent had actually voted. 


E 


Still, the main point was not that 
Zia had won a thumping victory 
over his nine rivals, but that Osmany 
failed to secure the 40 per cent be 
was expected to get. True, as Zia’s 
principal contender he had to battle 
against monumental odds. He does 
not lead g Party of any real signi¬ 
ficance and had to depend heavily 
on the Awami League, the National 
Awami Party (Muzaffar Ahmed 
group) and the Communist Party. 
Against him, Zia had the entire 
governmental machinery at his dis¬ 
posal. That despite so many handi¬ 
caps the GOJ candidate polled nearly 
five million votes was a formidable 


; ^hievement. 


Yet, the Awami League, more than 
<aiiy other Party, must have felt dis-. 
appointed. Of all the Parties, the 
AL possesses the most well-organised 
cadre. But with the fall of Mujib, 
the AL’s tight hol'd on the country 

*8 


slackened, and constant infighting 
and corruption in high places des¬ 
troyed its huge popularity. Then, the 
top AL leaders, lucky to have escap¬ 
ed death, suffered nevertheless ; one 
look at Tofael and Zohra Tajuddin 
would tell you how terribly ! Add 
to it the two and half years of 
political quarantine, the abrupt deci¬ 
sion to hold the poll and the paltry 
23 days allotted for campaigning, and 
you have the picture of the Opposi¬ 
tion's discomfiture. All this however, 
does not explain the ultimate 
result. 


Why, this reporter asked Osmany 
and several other GOJ leaders, did 



Gen. Zia: Riding o tiger 


you agree to join the dance when 
you knew someone else's victory was 
already on the cards ? The answer 
was quite simple. The poll was to 
be a barometer of the residual mass 
support and a dress rehearsal for 
the promised parliamentary election 
next December. In challenging Zia, 
the Opposition Parties were in fact 
advertising their presence and a will 
to fight the powers that exist. 

The most shrewd move of the GOJ 
was to choose General Osmany as its 
candidate. No other man could havo 
provided such a ready rallying point, 
and anybody would have thought 
thrice before laying a hand on this 
tough soldier. With his record as an 
administrator and promise of a 
peaceful future, Zia had captured 
the Imagination of the electorate. 
But Osmany has an equally spotless 
claim to honesty and integrity. When 


Major General Ziaur Rahman was a 
simple Major in the 9th sector, 
Osmany was a senior officer. He 
was also Zia’s commanding officer in 
the Mukti Fauj. Again, no one 
could tag Osmany with Mujib’s 
questionable decision to clamp one- 
Party rule over Bangladesh, as 
Osmany had opposed the Big Man 
and resigned from the Government 
on this issue. 

At his post-poll Press conference, 
the 60-year-old Osmany with his 
dazzling white walrus moustache 
presented a picture of tact and defi¬ 
ance as a section of local journalists 
tried to heckle him. and some for¬ 
eign correspondents sought to trap 
him with loaded questions. Speaking 
glowingly of him, the New Nation 
wrote (June 4) : "His (Osmany’s) 

, lone voice had made valiant efforts 
to be heard above the din and cla¬ 
mour, a voice of protest. General 
Osmany has failed to attain the im¬ 
possible, but he won widespread 
sympathy and respect for his decency 
and democratic conduct despite pro¬ 
vocations." 

"I do not want the throne,’’ 
Osmany told a mammoth public 
meeting at Paltan Maidan, "but 
desire democratic norms to return to 
the country.” Let no one think 
that in this a routine candidate was 
making routine vote-catching noises. 
The General, facing such a formid¬ 
able opponent as Zia, knew what he 
was talking about. When a Bangla¬ 
deshi newsman asked why Osmany 
had not conceded defeat gracefully 
as was done in a democracy, he 
calmly reminded the journalistof 
the "reality of the situation”. “We 
r.re not functioning under a demo- • 
cracy," he said “where free and fair 
elections are hold. Please remem¬ 
ber (that), Major General Ziaur 
Rahman is not only the reigning 
President who refused to relinquish 
power before contesting the poll, he 
Is also the Chief Martial Law Ad¬ 
ministrator who rejected our plea to 
lift Martial Law." 

T HE sudden announcement for 
the Presidential Election, called 
at virtually 24 days’ notice, took 
•most people by surprise- The month 
■ of Jaistha, when the monsoon breaks 
over many parts of Bangladesh, is 
not suitable tor the purpose:. Many 
posters ridiculed the proposition 
from Dacca's walls. Other*- ques¬ 
tioned Zia’s wisdom.. They called 
the poll “wasteful, expensive, and a 
futile exercise". But Zia, Who sel- 
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M. A. G. Ostnany: I do not want the 
throne. 


dom does anything is a hurry, stuck 
to his guns and got what he desired. 
He cajoled the nation to put its seal 
of approval on a presidential form 
of Government leaving the question 
of parliamentary sovereignty to the 
future. Zia may even think that his 
colossal victory had given him a 
carte blanche r<: the future political 
system in the country ! A news- 
report from Dacca suggests that the 
new regime might opt for the French 
system. 

Now that the election is out of 
the way, doubts have faced re 
gardiug the structure of democracy 
Bangladesh will have. The essence 
of a democratic system is the pro¬ 
vision for peaceful transition of 
power— the changeover of Govern¬ 
ment. Can a presidential pattern, 
when the President is elected by 
universal adult franchise, be a work¬ 
able or realistic system in the con¬ 
text of Bangladesh ? "No indivi¬ 
dual,” a critic points out, “can pos¬ 
sibly bear the sheer logistical burden 
of running for the presidential 
office; and given the present econo¬ 
mic structure, no funds will even be 
made available to any Party other 
than the one in government. The 
voice of dissent will never be heard 
through a Govsrnment-owncd atld 
operated media. This will invariably 
lead to a case of monopoly politics 
and turn the presidential system into 
a self-perpetuating political ma¬ 
chine." The GOJ leaders who had 
to run the election on a shoe-string 
budget would doubtless concur. 

Every man in Dacca has a theory 
as to the real reason behind the 
June poll, the most common being 
the nagging of Mr Carter and the 
persuasion of Mr Callaghan. “That 
fellow (Carter) passed on the bee 
from his bonnet”, said a slightly irri¬ 
tated Army officer on the election 
day. “Every bit so unnecessary !’’ At 
his Press meet in Banga fihavan on 
June 5, a relieved and jubilant Zia 
told ah American correspondent, "You 
saw yourself how we conducted c 
proper democratic election...and now 
we hev<t the machinery to utilize ail 
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aids. We could now use not one but 
two billion dollars of aid. Please 
publish that prominently in your pe 
per!” The remark made some people 
uneasy in the room and later pro¬ 
voked a few trifle-too-malicious 
jokes in the rather bored sahib-circle 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 


What President Zianr Rahman 
does with his spectacular victory 
will be interesting to watch. The 
interregnum between now and De¬ 
cember may witness a lot of interest¬ 
ing developments. Zia's considerable 
administrative skill is likely to be 
severely taxed. His incipient plans 
and programmes cannot adequately 
tackle the whole range of political 
and economic ills that beset Bangla¬ 
desh. His Government will require 
an absolutely trouble-free climate— 
a tall order, that—to carry on with 
even the little in hand. Will future 

B " cal pressures, which will surely 
around Zia. leave the President 
in peace ? 

Political observers in Dacca feel 
that Zia has nothing really to tear 
from across the border. His prob¬ 


lems lie Within. In his endeavour to 
bring the Government out of the 
barracks into the mainstream of 

S ‘ ' :s. Zia had to draw on doubt- 
olitical elements. The Jatiyo- 
i Front, which vaulted him as 
its nominee, was nothing but the 
product of a marriage oi convenience 
among divergent and antagonistic 
interests. Extreme rightwingers, 
some of whose activities during the 
historic freedom struggle were sus¬ 
pect, to put it mildly, sought rehabi¬ 
litation before the public eye. They 
s*t with Zia on the rostrum at the 
Paltan Maidan meeting on 30 May, 
They created an umbrella-field 
around the newly-elected President 
at the Press conference in Banga 
Bhavan, obviously basking in his 
glory. Before the election, Zia’s 
handling of. the politicians, time- 
tested or dubious, was masterly. 
After the poll, the same people ex¬ 
hibited a different mood. Some 
will certainly claim their pound of 
flesh. Zi^ still can clip their arro¬ 
gant wings, but will he ? 

ARUN BAGCHI, 
recently in Dacca 


India baiting in Dacca 

' Delhi -is no problem. Calcutta is ’ 


r PHE anti-Indian feeling latent 
» in certain circles in Bangla¬ 
desh came to the fore during the 
election campaign. People like 
the Muslim Leaguer S. Aziz, or 
Mashiur Rahman alias Jadu 
Miah of the NAP, surprised no 
one by their attacks on India. 
But even the moderates had a 
jolly time vilifying the neighbour. 
Zia himself asserted that Awami 
Leaguers had no plans to free fhe 
country* from Pakistani bondage, 
and they had promptly mortgag- 



was aiding Osmany; and the 
same India, conspiring with the 
USA, wanted to perpetuate Zia’s 
regime. 

' There are people in .Bangladesh 


charge, assumed a defensive role. 


Ziaur Rahman's obvious aim is 
to promote Bangladeshi national 
ism as distinct from Bengali 
nationalism. The first is essen¬ 
tial in a disturbed country’s 
search for an identity, the second 
is a handicap. One often hears 
in Dacca’s official circles that 
“Delhi, you see, is no problem, 
Calcutta is. Thank heavens, West 
Bengal is doing so badly. It 
things continue to deteriorate 
further, o«r task will be easier. 
People here will get disillusioned 
about India in general, West 
Bengal and Calcutta in parti¬ 
cular.” 

Abul Basher, JAGMU Party’s 
nominee in the presidential elec¬ 
tion, bad an interesting theory. 
India, be said, prodded by Russia, 



Mu jib: India’s only friend? 

who badly want certain memories 
to fade fast. But is it that easy 
to forget ? Hasn’t history a very 
inconvenient habit of retaining 
lost cases and reviving them when 
least expected ? 

AB. 
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Terror wins in Bihar's panchayat poll 

68 killed in the State’s bloodiest poll! 


A young husband in a Samastipur 
village killed his pregnant wife 
by burning her in petrol because 
she refused to vote for his candi¬ 
date. A resident of Gotia village in 
Nalanda killed his younger brother 
for the identical reason. The teen- 
aged son of a candidate for the 
post of Mukhiya for the Utarname 
anchayat in Nalanda was killed in 
road daylight by his father's oppon¬ 
ents. A recently-elected Mukhiya in 
the Sntgama block in Giridih had 
his head chopped off when he was 
taken out in a victory procession. 
Twelve bullets were pumped into 
Mr. Tapeshwar Sharma, an advo¬ 
cate, in Atri block in Gaya. One 
Home Guard jawan, Mr. Niranjan 
Nayak, was killed at a polling 
booth in Giridih when the booth 
was attacked with bombs. One arm¬ 
ed police constable, who was on 
polling duty in Santhal Parganas, 
was beaten to death by unknown- 
assailants. A village chowkidar was 
killed in a police firing in Monghyr. 
These are only a few of the 68 kill¬ 
ings which marked Bihar's pancha- 
at poll, held between May 24 and 
une 27, after a gap of 12 years. 

Sixty-eight dead (18 in police 
firings and 30 in group clashes) and 
300 injured are the official figures, 
but no one, including Janata Party 
'leaders in the State, is prepared to 
accept them. Former Chief Minister 
Dr. Jagannath Mishra gave out fig¬ 
ures of 400 dead and 1,500 injured 
And threatened to file a criminal suit 
against the Chief Minister, Mr. 
Karpoori Thakur. His figures 
were accepted and put out 
out by the Voice of America. The 
Bihar Government promptly issued 
an angry rebuttal, calling the VOA 
report "absolutely false and politic¬ 
ally motivated". Mr. Bhala Singh, 
MI.A and self-styled president of 
the Indian Sdcialist Party, claimed 
that in his home district, Nalanda, 
the official figure of 11 dead was 
howho.ro near the actual figure of 
82 dead. But what hurt the Govern¬ 
ment most was State Janata Party 
General Secretary, Mr. Brajmnhan 
Singh's dismissal of official figures 
as "far from the truth” 

Even if the. official figures are 
accepted, this has been Bihar’s 
bloodiest poll. Never have so many 
Bombs been hurled, firearms used so 
freely or so many booths raided in a 
bid to ‘capture’ them. Regular army 
* In-guns and hand grenades were 
" freely used by waning groups. In 
. -Nawndah district alone. 450 persons, 
; including three elected Mukhiyas, 
were arrested and 38 country-made 
■" guns, 200 live cartiidges and 44 
bombs recovered from them. The 
situation was not much different in 
the other 30 districts in the State. 
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What was particularly portentious 
for Bihar was that a majority of 
the clashes were between “forward” 
castes and "backward” castes. In 
Bhagalpur, five persons were killed 
in a gun battle in a clash between 
"forwards" and 'backwards”. Even 
where clashes were between mem¬ 
bers of the same caste, or between 
two “backward” castes, the purpose 
was to silence the weaker candidate 
so that a division of votes did not 
help any “forward” candidate. 


The enormity of violence has 
come as no surprise. It was actually, 
expected because the elections were 
held in the wake of the controver¬ 
sial job reservation move, which has 
virtually split the State into “back¬ 
wards” and “forwards”. But a few 
uestions remain unanswered: Why 
id the State administration fail to 
contain the violence ? Why were 
the panchayat elections held at all, 
when the Samastipur by-election 
has repeatedly jbeen postponed on 


Kaushal fed up, 
wants to quit 

He has already gone on a month's leave 


B IHAR’S Governor, Mr. Jagan- 
1 nath Kaushal, has reportedly 
requested the President to trans 
fer him to another State. Mean¬ 
while, he has gone on a month’s 
leave. Matters came to a head 
when Mr. Karpoori Thakur’s Gov¬ 
ernment prevailed on him to sign 
an Ordinance oh May 24 making 
the panchayat poll legal, when 
the first round of the poll was 
already underway. Mr. Kaushal. 
reputedly a confidante of the last 
regime’s strongman, Mr. Bansi Lai 
(both come from Haryana), de¬ 
cided be had had enough of the 
Karpoori Government's erratic 
way of functioning. 

The full Ordinance story reads 
like a comedy of blunders: Tho 
Bihar Government’s good inten¬ 
tions notwithstanding. Among the 
first few decisions of the Karpoori 
Government was that 'panchayat 
elections would be held and the 
age of voting would be brought 
down to 18 years. On February 1 
last, the Director of Panchayats 
issued a circular to the District 
Magistrates instructing that vot¬ 
ers’ lists should be prepared 
accordingly. -Wbat the Govern¬ 
ment had overlooked was that 
there was no such provision in 
the Bihar Panchayat Raj Act of 
1947. When this was pointed 
out, an Ordinance was promulgat¬ 
ed, plugging the loopholes. To 
make doubly sure that nothing 
was amiss, the Ordinance was 
given retrospective effect from 
February 1. Petitions poured in 
callenging what the Ordinance 
sought to make legal — prepare 
supplementary electoral rolls for 
panchayat elections. The Patna 
High Court was on vacation and 
the sole judge granted stay orders 
in almost all cases. .Elections were 



Kaushal: disgusted? 


stayed in over 200 Panchayats. 

Mr. Thakur’s Government was 
unnerved and an urgent Cabinet 
meeting was called on May 23, 
only the day before the elections 
were to start. Not all Ministers 
could attend because not all could 
be informed in time. A fresh 
Ordinance was prepared accord¬ 
ing to which no election held 
recently ’shall be questioned on 
the ground of any purported 
irregularity or infirmity fn the 
preparation and publication of 
the supplementary electoral rolls’. 
A special messenger was des¬ 
patched to Delhi to get Mr. 
Kaushal’s signature on the draft 
Ordinance. Again the Ministry 
took no chance.s: the Ordinance 
was to have retrospective effect 
from February I. A pity Mr. 
Kaushal wgs not impressed with 
his Government’s thoroughness. 

ON J. 





Thakur: defiant and firm 


the plea that the law and order 
situation was not “satisfactory”? 

The Opposition is agreed that Mr. 
Thakur’s decision was rash, if 
nothing else. The Congress (I) and 
the CPI have demanded the setting 
up of a judicial inquiry to find out 
the reasons behind Mr. Thakur’s 
decision. Dr. Jagannath Mishra. who 
is now the leader of the Opposition, 
suspected there was a political 
motive behind the move to hold 
panrhayat elections at this stage. 
Viewed against the postponement 
of the Samastipur by-elections, for 
the seat vacated by Mr. Thakur in 
November last, Dr. M'ishra’s charge 
gains substance. The Election Com- 
rnision wanted to hold this by-clec- 
tion along with Ajamgarh, but the 
State Government * turned the ptea 
down. When the State Government 
announced the panchayal poll, the 
Election Commission again suggest¬ 
ed June It as the probable date, 
but this request was also turned 
down on the pica of a “disturbed 
law and order situation”. 

Many conscientious members of 
the ruling Party as well as the 
Opposition also advised Chief Minis¬ 
ter JJarpoori Thakur to postpone 
the elections. Some 50 Janata Ml'As 
called on Party President Chandra- 
shekhar in Patna on May 25 and 
told him that the panchayat poll 
was being held despite opposition 
from nearly 100 MLAs. Many Dis¬ 
trict Magistrates and intelligence 
officers also urged the Bihar Govern¬ 
ment not to go in for an election 
that would keep the State machin¬ 
ery totally tied up for over a month, 
Patna newspapers published reports 
that drinking water was being sold 
in south Bihar towns at Rs. 5 a 
bucket during the elections. The 
State's power output took a perilous 
dip and banks were looted in day¬ 
light in the busiest localities oi 
Patna. 

M R, Karpoori Thakur was defiant 
and firm: “Those Janata Party 
men who are demanding postpone¬ 
ment of panchayat elections are ene¬ 
mies of panchayat! raj.” On May 24, 
when eight persons died in clashes, 
Mr. Thakur's pithy comment was: 
“Most unfortunate." He felt the 
figures should be viewed against the 
fact ths^ clashes had occurred in 
nine, out-of 2,800 hoofhs that 


had gone to the polls. And besides, 
he asked newsmen, had not 17- 
people been killed on a single day 
in Gaya during Ute 1977 Assembly 
elections ? 

Observers say ‘commitment to 
democratic ideals’ is only part of 
the reason why Mr. Thakur rushed 
ahead with his decision to hold the 
panchayat elections. The real reason 
was to cement caste feelings gene¬ 
rated in rural area by the reserva¬ 
tion issue and consolidate his hold, 
over the “backward” castes. If that, 
indeed, was Mr. Thakur’s purpose, 
he can claim partial success. 

Partial because both “backwards” 
and "forwards” have drawn phal¬ 
anxes. The “forward" castes —* 
Brahmins, Rajputs, Bhumihars and 
Kayasthas — gave up their earlier 
practice of putting up dummy 
“backward” candidates for the posts 
of Mukhiya and Sarpanch. This was 
a subterfuge adopted by the “for¬ 
ward” castes to show how “pro¬ 
gressive” they were while they made 
sure that the reigns of the village 
administration remained in their 
hands. Due to this practice, some 
80 per cent of the outgoing Mukhi- 
yas and Sarpanchcs were from 
the “backward” castes. This time 
this pretence was given up and at 
all places where "forwards” saw a 
chance to win, they set up their own 
candidates and saw to it that they 
were elected. 

Although no recognised political 
Party had set up its candidates, 
virtually every candidate was back¬ 
ed by one political Party or the 
other. And no sooner had the elec¬ 
tions ended, than the major politic¬ 
al Parties started claiming ‘victor¬ 
ies’. Dr. Mishra issued a statement 
on June 8 that among the 7.000 
Mukhiyas and Sarpanches elected 
till that date, more than 5,000 were 
either Congress (I) members or 
supporters of the Party. The Janata 
Party did not lag behind. A meet¬ 
ing of the chiefs of district units 
held at Patna on June 12 felt that 
more than 60 per cent of the elected 
Mukhiyas and Sarpanchcs owed 
their allegiance to the ruling Party. 

Reports from sub-divisional head¬ 
quarters which appeared in local 
newspapers suggested, however, that 
Congress (T) had secured an edge 
over other Parties in all the dis¬ 
tricts. The Janata Party came after 
the Congress (I) and the CPI next, 
with the Congress bringing up the 
rear. 

That these elections were held at 
all was itself a feather in the cap 
of the Thakur Government. Some 
3.95 crore voters - dropped votes in 
48.000 polling booths spread over 
11,740 panchayats in 587 community 
blocks. Nevertheless, if future elec¬ 
tions in Bihar are bloodier than 
this one, the dubious credit for this 
will rest with Mr. Karpoori Thakur. 

D. N. JHA, Patna 


Leading law 
breakers 

Even M. P.s took up guns 


M Ps, MLAs, candidates and 
election supervisors—ail join¬ 
ed in the orgy of violence. In 
Mandil village in Gaya district, a 
Congress worker, Mr. Chandcsh- 
war Yadav, succumbed to injur¬ 
ies sustained when, according to 
eye-witnesses, a Janata Party 
MP shot at him with a country- 
made gun. In his dying declara¬ 
tion, which was recorded by the 
police, Mr Yadav named _ the 
Janata Party MP as his assailant 
The MP, according to the police, 
is still missing and a Bihar Minis- 
er and several MLAs are work- 
5mg overtime to get the Case 
hushed up. 

In another incident, a licensed 
double-barrel gun, belonging to a 
Janata Party MP from Nafanda 
district, was recovered by the 
police allegedly from the den of 
9 noted criminal. The MP was 
grilled by the police but a satis¬ 
factory reply about how the gun 
was found with the criminal is 
yet to come. 

Tension has mounted in the 
Puliganjllikram area of Patna 
district, where a deadly game is 
being played out between Mr. 
Kanhai Singh, a tUnmiihar load¬ 
er and an Independent MLA, and 
an acknowledged Yadav leader. 
Mr. Singh was shot at on June 11 
in an armed scuffle and one of 
his security men lost a leg when 
a bomb was thrown at him. Now 
Mr Singh is convinced this is the 
handiwork of his Yadav oppon¬ 
ent. Bhumihars are in no mood 
to take this challenge lying 
down. It is not enough for Mr. 
Singh that tie succeeded in the 
past in hounding the V.idav lead¬ 
er out oi his native village. 

A presiding nlficer in Begn- 
serai district was arrested on 
June 6 when 100 ballot papers 
endorsed for one candidate were 
found ill his pocket. 

Contesting candidates were no 
less, formidable. In ISnrh sub-divi¬ 
sion in Patna district, a majority 
of the 325 candidates for the 78 ! 
posts of Mukhiyas were accused 
in pending criminal cases. At 
least two of them — Bale Cope 
and Purmeshwar Cope — Were 
life convicts released recently 
aflcr completing 20 years’ r.i. In 
Monghyr Sadar sub-division, one 
out of four elected Mukhiyas 
have long, and interesting, potion 
records. 

D.NjJ __ 
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M.P. Socialists on the warpath 

Equality for all (except ex-Jana Sangh members) 


OUBTLETY is not a charge that 
j can be hurled at the feuding 
Janata Party factions in Madhya 
Pradesh. First the former Jana 
Sangh started a forum for propaga¬ 
ting the ideals of Pandit Doen Uayal 
Upadhyuya and held meetings all 
over the State which were attended 
only by former Jana Sangh wor¬ 
kers. Stung, ex-Socialists held a 
three-day political conclave and in¬ 
vited all Party men excluding those 
from the former Jana Sangh, thus 
debarring both the Chief Minister, 
Mr V. K, Saklecha and the State 
Janata Party chief, Mr Kusha Bhau 
1 hakre. 


The conclave, held behind closed 
doors, was a two-pronged attempt by 
the Socialists to fight their slrongci 
Jana Sangh portlier on ideological 
issues and to bring the uon-Jana 
Sangh units in the Janata under one 
banner A 2G member committee, 
the Sainta Manch' (Equality Forum) 
was set up to assess the State Go¬ 
vernment's performance every three 
months. Ragliu Thakur, the 32-yeai 
old State general secretary of the 
Party who has beep bogging the 
headlines as an RSS-buitcr, was 


unequivocal in his assessment ot 
the Saklecha administration ; "What 
ever may be our good intention, we 
have failed to give relief to the 
common man.” 


Wearing a lungi, lie looked bleary- 
eyed at me when I woke him up one 
morning at his room in one ot the 
State rest houses for MLAs. With 
his Medusa-like long, curly hair and 
wispy beard, he looked like a tired 
young sadhu who has discarded his 
saffron robes. He was repeatedly 
distracted by knocks on the door, 
but he paid no heed and continued 
to expound on the rote he foresees 
for the ‘Ramta Manch'. 

"Our forum has become necessary 
to compel the Government to carry 
out Us promises in the Janata mani¬ 
festo,” he began. “We will raise 
issues at the Party level and if this 
doesn’t succeed, we will mobilise 
people to pressurise the administra¬ 
tion to do all the things it promised 
in the manifesto.” 

"Any Government’s performance 
is judged by three yardsticks: its 
ability to control prices; its ability 
to maintain law and order and its 
effectiveness in making district offi¬ 
cials respond' to the people's needs. 
We have controlled prices, but we 
haven’t been able to do much in 
the other two fields. The police is 
still arrogant and unfeeling in its 
attitude towards the people it is 
meant to, protect and the behaviour 
of the average Government servant 
has not- changed. ;• 


“Whenever I tour MP districts, I 
receive hundreds of applications 
from villagers. They are full ot 
grievances about the local Govern¬ 
ment machinery. I forward them to 
the administration and what hap¬ 
pens? They are re.ferred to the very 
same petty officials against whom 
the grievances have been made. 


“The ‘Samta Manch’ will press 
the Government tf> decentralise the 
administration so that the power 
to implement its derisions is passed 
on to panchayats, zila committees 
and non-official bodies at the block 
level. I have come across scores of 
cases in which poor peasants have 
not been given possession of land 
that was given to them. They have 
the ‘pulfas’ but the zamindars con¬ 
tinue to keep the land. In some 
eases, small farmers have even made 
investments on the land, but tbese 
lands have been taken back. 


“Take another example. Recently, 
the MP Government decided to stop 
the recovery of co-operative and 
other loans given to farmers whose 
rrop had been destroyed by hail. The 
revenue machinery cancelled the re¬ 
covery for the current year but in¬ 
sisted on recovering old dues. Now 
how can a farmer pay back old loans 
when he cannot pay current ones?” 

I butted in: “But hasn’t the Gov¬ 
ernment decided to stop the reco¬ 
very of old loans?” 


Mr Thakur ran his finger through 
his beard, looked down and said in 
a tone of helplessness: “Yes, one 
month ago, the Government decided 
to stop the recovery of old loans but 


for all purposes, this decision has 
had no effect." 

A prolonged pause ensued. “But 
why,” l broke It, “was a forum 
thought necessary at all? These 
issues could have been raised at the 
Party level and the ex-Socialist Mi¬ 
nisters in the Government could 
have taken direct action.” 

“Well,” he started off in a tenta¬ 
tive tone, “meetings at the Party 
level are held too infrequently. The 
Party’s State ad-hoc Committee has 
not met for several months. The Mi¬ 
nisters in the ‘Samta Manch' will be 
acquainted with the people's prob¬ 
lems and will be forced to take up 
issues with the Government, of which 
of course, they are a part. If this 
does not work out, the forum 
will bold meetings all over the State 
and Urge people to force the Govern¬ 
ment to live up to its promises." 

“But isn’t that the function of the 
Opposition?” 

“I don’t think there is anything 
wrong in making the people consci¬ 
ous of their rights and in organising 
them to form a healthy check on 
the Government whenever it slips 

tin ** 


“Why didn’t you invite former 
Jana Sangh men to the conference?" 

A smile played on Mr Thakur's 
lips and he murmured.: “Mr Sak¬ 
lecha was scheduled to come to; 
Panchmarhi on an official visit while 
the conference was in progress. We 

assumed he would come.” Apd 

bis voice trailed off. 

ARVIND KALA, Bhooal 


Workers who want 
to work _ 

263 freaks’ in a nation of idlers 


N OT everyone wants pay without 
work. Workers of Everest 
Cycles Limited (ECL) at Gauhati 
have gone on the warpath demand¬ 
ing that their factory, dosed since 
November 1975, be reopened. 
Though workers get their wages if 
they attend the factory regularly 
and stay inside for the statutory 
hours, they have become fed up with 
their idle, beggarly life. 263 freaks 
in a nation of. idlers ? Maybe. On 
May 29 they held a slogan-chanting 
demonstration in front of the Stati 
Legislature and wanted to hand over 
a memorandum to the Chief Minis¬ 
ter, but Mr Golap Borbora did not 
meet them.. Between June 8 and 


10, a batch of 12 workers undertook 
a 72-hour fast in front of the Janata 
Bhavan at Dispur, the State capital. 
Since this too failed to yield the 
desired result, the workers launched 
a relay fast for an indefinite period 
on June 12, again in the precincts of 
the Janata Bhavan. 


The Chief Minister told the wor¬ 
kers on March 29 that the State 
Government was already in touch 
with the Centre and had requested 
the, latter to take over the manage- 
mjent of the ECL factory at Kata- 
pahar. Three months later, this is 
still the official stand. 

AS 
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The Eyerest Cycle Factory Is one 
of the private industrial units which 
came up in Assam during .the early 
Sixties in response to the Assam 
Government’s invitation to entrepre¬ 
neurs to set up units in the State. 
Rapid industrialisation of the State 
was one of the dreams of the late 
Chief Minister, Mr Bimala Prosad 
Chaliha, during whose regime (1957- 
70) several industrial estates were 
set up. 

Started as a partnership firm in 
1959 by some Marwari entrepreneurs 
from West Bengal, ECL was conver¬ 
ted to a public limited company in 
1962. Of the authorised capital of 
Rs 50 lakhs, it had issued shares 
worth Rs 25 lakhs. The subscribed 
capital, however, amounted to Rs 
16.27 lakhs. Its financial structure 
also included the State Government’s 
shares to the tune of Rs 5 lakhs and 
bank credits. 

The factory, which actually started 
production in 1961, has an installed 
capacity of 1,08,000 bicycles per an¬ 
num, besides components. 


Want a job ? 'Maraphari 
University' can help 

Flourishing fake certificates racket in Bokaro 


D O not despair if you have neither 
qualifications nor experience and 
you want a job With the Bokaro 
Steel Plant. There is a host of ope 
rators who will ftirnish—tor a fee 
—counterfeit work-experience certi¬ 
ficates that will ensure you a good 
chance of a post In the biggest steel 
plant east of the Suez. 

There are thousands of men who 
get jobs at the Bokaro Steel Plant 
(BSP) and the Hindustan Steel¬ 
works Construction Limited (HSCL) 
by virtue of these fake certificates. 
Those who indulge and flourish in 
this trade boast that 75 per cent of 
the workers at BSP are now wage 
earners because of their so-called 
‘‘certificates". 


days were really fantastic. We used 
to earn as much as Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 
a day by selling the certificates. “In 
1974 as well as the following years, 
the business attracted several more 
operators and stiff competition led 
to undercutting and such a steep 
fall in prices that a single certificate 
was sold for just Rs. 2. Sub-inspec¬ 
tors of police were exempt from 
paying, but constables were charg¬ 
ed if ever they felt the need for a 
Maraphari degree. 


The zeal of the operators proved 
to be their Achilles Heel. Alerted 
by the sale of postal orders in the 
black market, the new Superinten¬ 
dent of Police arrested five of the 
culprits on December 2, 1977. All 


The factory’s downhill trek began 
in 1968, when its plant and machi¬ 
nery were damaged by some mis¬ 
creants. Pleading inability to repair 
the loss, the management wanted to 
close down the factory. The State 
Government immediately advanced a 
loan of Rs 9.82 lakbs and stood 
guarantee for a credit from the State 
Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur. But 
the company collapsed by the end of 
1975. Its total debts at that time 
stood at Rs 68.24 lakhs. 

It was then that the Stale Govern¬ 
ment took over the factory in a bid 
to bring it back to life. A special 
officer of the State Industries Depart¬ 
ment was deputed to run the ad¬ 
ministration of the factory, which, 
however, has remained closed ever 
since. Meanwhile, the State Govern¬ 
ment spent Rs one lakh in 1976-77 
and Rs 1.75 lakhs in 1977-78 to pre¬ 
serve the factory’s machinery and 
keep its manpower intact. Accord¬ 
ing to Mr Borbora. the State Govern¬ 
ment’s total dues From the ECL till, 
the end of 1977-78 amounted to Rs 
13.25 lakhs. 

During the past two years, the 
State Government even tried to hand 
over the factory to any acceptab e 
private party. The Enfield India 
Limited of Madras, which manufac¬ 
tures motor cycles, showed some in 
terest Its representative visited the 
factory and submitted, certain terms, 
which were rejected by the State 
Government. Following that, the 
State Government has been pleading 
with the Union Government to take 
over the factory. A team of experts 
from the Industrial Reconstruction 
Corporation of India (IRC!) visited the 
factory in January last, but the re¬ 
sult of that visit is still unknown. 

PRADfcEP DASGUPTA, 
Gauhati 


These operators keep a large 
stock of impressive letterheads at 
their operation centre in Steelgate 
(Maraphari). And they do not limit 
themselves to supplying certificates 
for employment; they also furnish 
“university degrees’’ and postal 
orders in the black maiket It does 
not take them long to type out the 
particulars for a certificate, give de¬ 
tails of five to ten years’ “working 
experience" and sign the certificate 
with a flourish. Tt is not surprising 
that these certificates and degrees 
are all jocularly referred to as 
"Maraphari University Degrees". 


The fake certificate business one 
flourished at the Bbakra Nanga. 
Project and many obtained jobs bet¬ 
ween 1962 and 1963 thanks to this. 
The racket caught on in Bokaro in 
1969 when one Sitaram Mochi sat 
on the roadside near Jogia 
Talao Bandh armed with a type¬ 
writer and sold fake certificates for 
contractors. The price for one such 
certificate then was as much as Rs. 
30. By the end of 1970 there were 
15 such roadside operators who 
made as much as Rs. 750 a day tor 
a simple investment of Rs. 50. 

In 1972 and 1973, several people 
enrolled their names in the local em¬ 
ployment exchange on the strength 
of those certificates. Some even en¬ 
rolled for as many as 50 to 55 diffe¬ 
rent jobs at the Dhanbad employ¬ 
ment exchange by paying a commis¬ 
sion to employees of the exchange. 
Some 9,050 men were absorbed by 
BSP on the strength of these cer¬ 
tificates. 


Ram Narain Mehta, bearded and 
dark, originally ctune to Bokaro as 
a Life Insurance agent but switch- 
ed over to the certificate trade in 
1973. He grins as be recalls: “Those 


sale stopped after the arrest but 
today Maraphari degrees are still 
sold periodically, though the price, 
is now in the region of Rs. 10. Ex¬ 
plains Ram Narain Mehta, the far¬ 
mer LIC man: Iski mang adhik hat 
pur purti kum. (Its demand is 
high but supply fi« limited). One 
more change effected after the ar 
rest is that the operators no longer 
sit at their original haunt—they now 
frequent Sector IX. 

What of the men who obtain jobs 
thanks to the Maraphari degrees? 
A senior BSP official maintains : 
“Although so many workers are em¬ 
ployed without proper qualifications, 
the plant is running well’’. Shortly 
after getting jobs at BSP and H$CL 
. on the strength of their fake certi¬ 
ficates, however, 190 employees were 
sacked when their subterfuge was 
detected. Two other workers who 
had been working for a few years 
were also apprehended and sacked. 
Two cases were brought against the 
racketeers. In Bokaro Steel City 
case No.l, dated December 2, 1977 
under Secton 420/468 1PC, two 
persons were arrested and the case - 
is still under investigation. One per¬ 
son evaded arrest by filing a peti¬ 
tion with the High Court. By Mara- 
pbari Case No. 3, dated December 
2, 1977 under Section 420 IPC, four 
persons were arrested and the case 
is still under trial. In addition, the 
SP, Mr A. R. Sinha, has constituted 
a special squad of three Sub-Inspec¬ 
tors to arrest the racketeers. 

The last word regarding the whole 
affair must surely belong to Nahd 
Kishore Prasad, who said : “We 
help the Government in solving the 
unemployment problem by providing 
fake certificates. That, is not anti¬ 
social work” . 


ARUN SINHA, Bokaro 
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Rekha on location: have friends deserted her ? 


I CAN bet you will never believe 
this about Rameshwari. Thus far, 
the industry refers to her as ‘the 
elusive one’ because, it seems, no¬ 
body has been able to make any 
headway in making friends with 
Rameshwari In ihc middle of all 
this my-' people were naturally 
puzzled . i the actress announced , 
she was qti.ic prepared to do a film 
(called ‘Char 420’) with a totally un¬ 
known newcomer called Deepak 
Seth. It was a surprise because, 
after the great success of 'Dulhan 
Wchi jo Plya Man Bhaye’, Ramesh¬ 
wari Is getting more and more offers 
for films co-starring her with big 
established heroes like, Jcctcndra, 
Rishi, etc., so she doesn't have to 
accept films with insignificant heroes. 
Now it seems there Is a reason be¬ 
hind her acceptance of this parti¬ 
cular film. Deepak. if has been dis¬ 
covered from a reliable source, is 
'someone very special’ in Ramesh- 
wari’s life, and they’re only waiting 
for Deepak to do something worth¬ 
while with his life before they make 
the knot, legal. Not that either of 
them Is loamy while waiting for the 
great day,, They'ye decided to keep 
each other company while waiting, 
A»d there’*4 nothing like, keeping 


each other company in the same 
bouse. 

D OES N’T Rekha have any 
friends? I saw her at a movie 
theatre the other day, seeing the film 
all by herself. Earlier, it seems, she 
had sent her driver ahead to buy 
her a solo ticket for the film. And 
even as she sat watching the movie 
(Love and Death), she looked so 
abject and lonely that 1 couldn’t help 
feeling sorry for her. And it makes 
me wonder whether all the fame 
and'fortune that the stars get is all 
that enjoyable..!.... 

O N the whole, Lata Mangeshkar 
is shy by temperament. And 
that was one of the main reasons 
why she specifically told award-win¬ 
ning committees to avoid giving her 
awards. Her excuse to them was, “I 
want you to give new- singers a 
chance. I’ve received enough 
awards for a lifetime. I don’t need 
any more.” But the real reason be¬ 
hind her reluctance to accept awards 
Wes that she almost died of shyness 
add embarrassment every time she 
had to walk up on stage to accept an 
aWard of appreciation. In contrast. 


Lata’s younger sister, Asha Bhonste 
simply loves getting awards (It’s a 
pity she doesn’t get enough awards). 
She accepts invitations from the 
smallest possible organisations if 
only they promise her a small 
award. Recently, she went all 
the way to Hyderabad to collect the 
‘sangeet ratna’ title. And now she 
intends going on a tour around U.K. 
so you see, it’s not only the stars 
who have a phoren-complex. 

I F one can read the signs, Vidya 
Sinlia is really on her way out. 
Recently, she even accepted a film 
(‘Aalank’) in which she is paired 
with Milhun Chakraborty (who inci¬ 
dentally, looks young enough to be 
her son). Another rival actress said 
cattily : ‘‘The reason why Vidya has 
.accepted (he film is because there is 
going to be some shooting abroad for 
it. And poor Vidya has never been 
abroad.” 

E ITHER Mehdi Hassan is terribly 
fond of India, or else he finds 
it impossible to tear himself away 
from the success that has come his 
way here, and the tumultuous ova¬ 
tions he gets from all the bharat- 
icasis. For somehow, though he 
keeps announcing his decision to go 
back to his homeland (Pakistan), he 
never gets down to going. It’s real¬ 
ly amusing the way organisers keep 
selling tickets with announcements 
like : “Come and see the Ghazal 
King at his last show” and there 
have been ‘last shows’ almost every 
day for the past two months. 

tQATYAM Shivam Sundaram’ may 
ubavc bombed in Bombay, but the 
film is a rousing success abroad 
(wherever it has been released). In 
Russia, it has been declared ‘tht 
greatest hit ever' and people have, 
begun calling Raj Kapoor ‘the god of 
Indian cinema’. In another place, in 
Paris, the film is being appreciated 
as ‘Shashi Kapoor’s big achievement'. 
I wonder how Shashi managed that. 

Z ARINA WAI1AB has decided not 
to go for a holiday abroad this 
year because she says : “Every¬ 
body else is planning to go". I can 
see Zarina’s point. I mean you go 
on a holiday mainly to escape froin 
the same stale faces you see day 
after day in your everyday life. And 
what is the use of going on vaca¬ 
tion and seeing the same old faces 
over there ? 

A ND the ‘Khaas Baal ’ of this week 
is that '/.eenat Aman has gone 
into mourning. She’d been balanc¬ 
ing precariously on a banana peel 
ctflled ‘Solyam' Shivam Sundaram 
and it slipped. I'm waiting to see 
who’s going to help up the fallen 
angel. 


SHIRJEE 
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Priyaranjan Rakshit 



The East Bengal eclipse 


Wlrat exactly are the reasons lor East Ben¬ 
gal's miserable showing this year? A SPECI¬ 
AL CORRESPONDENT investigates, outffo- 
ing contributory causes. 


thumping 7-0 victory over Police A. C. Things seemed 
as rosy as ever, especially with Mohun Bagan manag¬ 
ing only four goals in their debut. But the turning 
point came with East Bengal's scheduled match against 
Howrah Union when the latter players couldn’t get into 
the East Bengal ground because of the crowding at the 
gates. The match was called off. 


O FFICIALS, players and a handful of supporters of 
smr.ll clubs have just one complaint—why do they 
have to play the ‘Big Three’ of Calcutta football, 
Mohun Bagan, East Bengal and Mohammedan Sporting, 
on their home grounds ? “Remove their supporters and 
we’ll show you there’s no difference between the Rs 5 
lakh and the Rs 5,000 clubs”, they keep saying. They 
arc not far wrong. And their claim has been further 
substantiated, now that one of them has bearded a lion 
in its own den. It is seven years since East Bengal 
lost to a team other than Mohun Bagan in Calcutta—if 
one overlooks their 1973 Calcutta Football League match 
against Kidderpore which was abandoned* with the 
latter leading 2-1. But now, in 1978, defeat stares the 
club in the face quite frequently. 

Time was when the red-and-yellow shirts were 
enough to send shivers down the backs of all opposition. 
“Get a few dying ducks and give them the East Bengal 
colours. You'll have a match-winning combination” 
The constantly swelling ranks of club supporters seri¬ 
ously believed this. So did club officials and players. 

The all-conquering march started in 1970 and con¬ 
tinued till 1975—a six-year reign that • marked a new 
record in the Senior Division League Championship. 
During that period, the club picked up all the major 
national trophies at one time or another. In 1976, the 
club lost the League title to Mohun Bagan but won the 
prestigious IFA Shield. Last year, the League title was 
back, but at the expense of the Shield. Even as late 
as in April this year, East Bengal shared the country's 
top club competition—the Federation Cup—with Mohun 
Bagan. 

When the 1978 First Division League began, East 
Bengal commenced it3 defence of tne title with a 


Tn their next outing, East Bengal managed a 2-1 
win over lowly Sporting Union. The match with Wari 
stunned East Bengal fans—at the end of it, the score- 
sheet read : Wari A.C.—1. East Bengal—0. Club pro¬ 
perty was damaged, a dozen people were injured and 
a car was burnt. In between, the police made a lathi- 
charge and used tear-gas. 

This was just the beginning of the East Bengal 
eclipse. In their very next encounter, they almost per¬ 
formed an encore. Fort Trust, who had been faring 
none too well till then, suddenly sprung up to inflict 
humiliation. They took the lead in tne first half, though 
they could not sustain it till the end. East Bengal man¬ 
aged to equalise and thus salvage one point as well as 
some of its reputation. It was only under very for¬ 
tuitous circumstances that they won their next tic, 
against George Telegraph, again after being a goal 
down in the first session and remaining on equal terms 
till two minutes from the final whistle. 


C LUB members and supporters are shocked out of 
their wKs. Never in recent memory have they 
been in such embarrassment. Busy protecting them¬ 
selves from the shock, the supporters’ general opinion 
is that Lady Luck has switched affiliation ! But that is 
tantamount to admitting that the half-dozen golden 
years that have just gone by were due solely to her 
benevolence. -Even a cursory look at statistics over 
those years will reveal the startling fact that, almost 
every year, at least a third of East Bengal’s victories 
came through single-goal margins and loads of luck. 

Undeniably, luck plays a great, if not vital, part in 
triumph in any sphere. But there must be a strong 
base to begin with. The ability to play well is a pre- 








condition for victory. This year, Ea$t Bengal seem to 
lack this basic necessity. 

On paper, East Bengal look a very balanced side. 
Bbaskar Ganguly and Tarun Bose are among the best 
goalkeepers in the country. In deep defence, Chinmoy 
Chatterjee, Shyamal Ghosh, Manoranjan Bhattacharjee, 
Robin Das and Satyajit Mitra seem capable of contain¬ 
ing all comers. Veteran Samaresh Choudhury. with pro¬ 
mising Prasanta Banerjee, are useful linkmen. The 
spearhead of the attack is the wily wing-forward and 
captain Surajit Sengupta, with Mibir Bose, Ranjit 
Mukherjee, Tapan Das, Ulganathan and Ashok Chanda 
taking turns in supporting him. 

But on the field, they form one of the most dls. 
jointed teams I have seen at the top level in a very long 
time. Hie defence cracks under the least pressure and 
the attack has no edge whatever. The linkmen are 
usually all at sea. There is no teamwork and no ad¬ 
herence to the dictum that attack stems from defence. 

The change of the team coach, which has now be¬ 
come an annual feature, is to some extent responsible 
for this sorry state of affairs. Each year, a new man 
comes with his own brand of medicine. Considering 
that most of these players already consider themselves 
to be great footballers, they usually find the doses un¬ 
palatable. 

But more than this, the team’s form has taken a 
nosedive. The pivot of the side, Samaresh Ghoudhury, 
is ageing. He cannot control the midfield any more and 
his failure has put an additional burden on fullback 
Chinmoy Chatterjee, who is making only occasional 
appearances because of an injured foot. Stopper-backs 
Shyamal Ghosh and Manoranjan Bhattacharjee. are 
decidedly slow, while the left fullback Satyajit Mitra Is 
only a shadow of the promising player who was side¬ 
lined for almost the entire 1977 season, after playing 
well the previous yeat. One does not know whether 
tension at home is eating into the vitals of Surajit 
Sengupta, but he has recently been playing at only 
about fifty per cent of his ability. Striker Mihir Bose 
has been reduced to a valiant effort-maker, while his 
counterpart is alternately Ranjit Mukherjee or Tapan 
Das. Neither of them has proved effective as yet. The 
tussle for the other wing berth still continues, between 
the tame Ulganathan and the timid Ashok Chanda. 

And thereby hangs a tale. The grapevine says 
there are two distinct groups among the players, with 
the captain linked by the possibility of a marriage tie 
with one of his “forward” men. Several other stalwarts 
are alleged to have reinforced this group, which' has 
started rebelling against the powers that be. While 
shades of an earlier mutiny—which resulted in the oust¬ 
ing of players like Goutam Sarkar, Sudhir Karmakar. 
Asokelal Banerjee, Tarun Bose and even Samaresh 
Choudhury—are evident in the present storm, it is too 
early to predict a showdown. Strangely, however, it 
was that, one action in 1976 which cost the club the 
League title. 

B UT the reasons for the East Bengal debacle go far 
deeper than the initial over-confidence, followed by 
panic, which led to its defeat against Wari. Strategy 
and form may be contributory factors but the root lies 
in the internecine strife which has now reached un¬ 
manageable proportions and is threatening to tear the 
club into several warring fragments. 

While different factions of the dub have been 
seeking court redress for several alleged wrongs, over 
the years, the quarrels never seeped through to the 
players. But 1978 Has marked'a departure even in this 
respect. On the fateful day when East Bengal met 
Wari, Surajit Sengupta was trying. to bring in a few 
friends—who did not have entry passes—to the ground. 
This is one aspect of Calcutta soccer usually ignored 
by officials and police alike,' because they realise that 
players have a lot of commitments and compulsions. 
Oil this day. however, the police were firm in refusing 
entry. Recording To sources close to Sengupta, the police 


action was at the behest of certain club officials who 
wanted to embarrass him in public. The captain refused 
to enter the field and it was only after repeated requests 
by police and officials that he calmed down. 

The trouble is not confined to football. East Ben¬ 
gal’s cricket squad has created a record this year by 
winning—or sharing—all the top competitions in the 
State. But the players were peeved when the club’s 
general secretary was absent for the victory celebra¬ 
tions and did not even deign to sanction more than a 
measly Rs 300 for the celebrations. Things came to a 
head when the cricket secretary went to discuss the 
matter of the players’ contract payments and an ela¬ 
borate victory celebration, in keeping with the unique 
performance of the team. The club secretary is alleged 
to have brushed him off, saying he had no time for 
such petty things. 

Obviously, the cricket! sub-committee and the 
plovers will not take this lying dewq. Most of the 
players have already resolved to leave the club next 
year, while the officials have had to opt for a realign¬ 
ment of forces which should see the present people in 
power ousted in a matter of months. Already, several 
cases have been moved in the courts. They range from 
complaints of increase in membership fees to the rigg¬ 
ing of the last club elections. The latter is one basis 
on which, several times in the past, elections have 
been nullified and Court Receivers appointed. 

This year, too, a repetition seems to be in the offing. 
In the meantime, the regrouping of the many factions 
has left the present general secretary and the football 
secretary in a precarious minority. 

While this is not entirely new in East Bengal’s 
history, it is certainly the first time that politics has 
percolated through to the dressing room. The rot has 
set in. Disintegration of an institution may now be 
merely a matter of time. 
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\ARIETY 


R EMEMBER the old recruiting ads 
that ran : “Join the Navy and 
see the world” ? A parallel slogan 
today might well be : “Have port¬ 
folio, will travel.” While our 
honourable ministers cavort around, 
they would have it known that they 
are actually on duty. Such was the 
case with virendra Kumar Sakhlecha, 
whose plans were, unfortunately for 
him, nipped in the bud virtuauy at 
the eleventh hour, according to our 
correspondent N. K. Sing*. The 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister had 
planned a whistle-stop tour to touch 
18 foreign countries in 22 days, and 
was scheduled to leave India on June 
8. Everything seemed ready for his 
departure — including his wife with 
her voluminous shopping bag. There 
was just one snag though — Sakb- 
lecha had overlooked a green signal 
from the PM. This proved to be 
the spoke in the wheel that upset 
the applecart, for Mr Desai vetoed 
the trip at the last moment on the 




W HEN MaoTse-tung, in his mere 
70’s, took his historic swim in 
the Yangste river, it created a splash 
in the world Press. But closer home, 
when our own physical wonder, 
Mararji Desai, at the age of 82 
spent over 20 minutes last year in 
the sea at Kovalam Beach, it creat¬ 
ed not even a ripple north of Kerala. 
It was while casually chatting with 
Colonel N. S. Uthaya J the General 
Manager of -the Indir Tourism De¬ 
velopment Corporation’s Kovalam 
Beach Resort, that our correspon¬ 
dent Madhu Jain discovered the 
Prime Minister’s nautical activities. 
It seems that Mr Desai, while walk¬ 
ing the sandy shores of this para¬ 
disical resort, asked the Colonel if 
he could swim. Before the Colonel 
could answer, all the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s men advised against a swim. 


There was an undercurrent, they 
said. The Colonel had no choice but 
to agree with them. The persistent 
Prime Minister then took another 
look at the sea, which was as calm 
as a blanket of still water, with 
hardly a wave lapping the shore, 
and decided that, undercurrent or 
not, he was ,going for a swim. The 
Colonel then escorted the Prime 
Minister into the sea. The twenty 
minute swim was followed by a 
drink from a fresh coconut. 

Kovalam can be a Minister's de¬ 
light. Even for those not willing to 
brave the waters. While Madhu Jain 
was there, Mr Shivnarain Singh, 
Union Minister of State for Rail¬ 
ways, went in for an hour-long 
Ayurvedic oil massage at the Mas¬ 
sage Centre of the beach resort. 
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chess 


Position No. 12 



WhMm to pmy - how thoutd trie game go? 


Continuation of Position No. 10 

A remarkable attack that occurred In the 
game ShuravlevRomanov at Moscow 
1962:—2 b2r 1 k: 1 p2qp1 p: p 1 rp 1 b2; 
Sp2; 3BP2P; 78; PPPQ4. 1 K3RR1 
White won by the striking 1. Q—KtS. 
P—Q4; 2. Q—Kt7 ch. BxQ; 3. BxB ch. 
K—Ktl; 4. B—B6 dls ch, followed by mate. 


OP Queen’s Indian Defence 
1. P—04. Kt—KB3; 2. P—084, P—K3; 
3. Kt—KB3. P—QKt3: 4. P—KKt3, B—Kt2; 
S. B—Kt2, B—K2; 6.0—0 0—0:7. Kt—B3. 
Kk-KS; S. O—B2, Kt x Kt; 8. Q x Kt. P—KB4. 
10. P—Kt3, 8—KB3: 11. B—Kt2, Kt—B3; 
12. OR—01, Kt—K2; 13. Kt—Kt. Bx 8: 14. 
Kt xB, P—KKt4; 13. 0—82, Kt—Kt3; 18. 
P—K4.P—B5;17.P—K6.B—Kt2;1S. O—K4, 
O—K2: 19. R—03, QR—Ol: 20. R—K1, 
P— 04; 21. PxP e.p., OxP; 22. KR—Ol. 
Q—K2; 23. Kt—K1, Q—83; 24. R<01>—02. 
O—B4; 28. 0x0. Another poor move; In¬ 
stead 25. R—K2 would have held the game. 
25. P x Q: 26. Kt—Kt2, P—KtS; 27. Kt X P, 
KtxKt; 28. Px Kt, B—R3; 29. R—K2. BxP; 
30. R—K6. A fatal error after which Korchnoi 
takes command of the game and of the 
match. Correct was 30. R—K1. 

30. KR—K1; 31. R—KB6, R—K8 ch . 

32. K —Kt2, R — KB1; 33. Rxfl, Ch. KxR; 
34. P—05, B—03; 35. B—B3, R-0B8; 
30. B—02, R—B7; 37. P—QR4. P—B5, 
34 . P—R3, P—B6 ch; 39. K—B1. P—KR4; 
40. PxP, PxP; White resigns. 

H ARRY GOtOMBEK _ 

bridge 


BAD players often gain the reputation of 
being pig-headed and selfish, but to be fair 
to them, the cause for apparently selfish 
bidding is usually a failure to visualise. On 
the first of two consecutive deals from 
rubber bridge South showed the nature of 
Hie breed. 


Tournament and match play 
I have already mentioned In these columns 
the controversy that exists as regards which 
method of play Is the more reasonable way 
of finding a challenger for the wortd title. In 
practice a compromise has bean reached by 
which tournament play la used to narrow 
down the field enough so as to permit the 
concentration on the world's best players 
and enabling these few to play off a series of 
matches on the way to the World Cham¬ 
pionship. 



However, there is a deeper and basically 
more important way of considering the con¬ 
trast between tournament and match play, 
the object of match play is to impose your 
wilt on your adversary, whereas the objec¬ 
tive in toumanWnt play it concerned with 
the gaining of autficiant points to outdis- 
tanoa ail competitors. 

Hence you find that some players ere 
much better at tournament play than they 
are at match play and vice varea. Soma 
fortunate players are equally good at both 
kind* ot play. Of the present day Brand- 
masters Karpov, appropriately enough tor 
the world champion. Is -versatile and can 
play both types of game without too much 
pressure on his nerves. Hence too the keen 
anticipation with which we arc ail looking 
forward to the match KorohnoU(arpov. 


in his program through the aeries of 
CsnOdates matches Korchnoi has proved 
himself a moat formidable match player. 

The reveraapen and muet be said of most 
of his adveteeriaa. When tt came to match 

to 

i mtc of tkwow mofonic otMwMt. 

An example is the second game ot ttwlr 

match In which Potugeievaky looks Ilk# the 

shadow p» M» -* *'- 

White: t. Pom 


,_r image. 
$,K6rohnoi. 


Dealer. East Game all 

* 5 

V K0108763 

* K 7 4 

* 10 8 


4QJ73 
W J 6 
4 Q J1063 
* K 4 


N 

W E 
S 


*84 

• A 9 2 

e A 9 5 2 

* 9 7 5 3 


* AK10962 

W 4 


e 8 

* A Q 3 6 2 


The bidding f o llo we d this horrendous 

course 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

_ 

— 

— 

No 

1* 

No 

2* 

No 

3* 

No 

3* 

No 

3* 

No 

4* 

No 

4*(7?) 

No 

dbte 

No 

No 


The defence began with two rounds of 
diamonds. South ruffing. Declarer played 
ad Aoe and King of spades. Intending to 
switch to cube afterwards, but on the 
Second round Of trumps West shrewdly 
cropped the deck. Hoping now to find the 
trumps 3-3. South lad a third spade. After 
another force In diamonds he had lost 
control, and the result was an 800 penalty. 
Four Hearts'would hare been one down at 
worst, might have been made. 

North said nothing, but what ha thought 
may be surmised from what took place on 
the next deal 

* 4 

WAQJ8762 

* 5 3 

* A84 

* J 3 M * A 10 7 2 

W 10 4 3 ** Y • 

♦ K J 4 W 6 # 0 109 73 

*031082 • * K 96 


* KQ980 5 
V K 5 

* A 6 2 

* 7 2 

South opened One Spade and North 
raised to Four Spadasl When the dummy 
went down South exploded: 'One 
Spade—Four Spadeal What are you doing?' 
North: ‘Saving time 

TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


I. What are commonly referred to 
as the three R's 7 

2.. What is the difference between 
R A R and r & r ? 

3. With what branch of modern 
science would you associate the 
name of Norbert Wiener ? 

4. Who was the architect .who 
designed Rashtrapati Bhavan in 
New Delhi ? 

5. And who designed the rest of 
the buildings In the complex ? 

6. Samachar was formed by 
amalgamating four news agencies. 
Two of them were Press Trust 
of India and United News of India, 
what were the other two ? 

7. In Zen Buddhism, the word 
*zen' has its root in an Indian 
word. What is it 7 

8. A film by Satyajit Ray is banned 
In India. Which is It 7 

S. What is the study of aesthetics? 

10. What is the name of the hotel 
tn Arthur Hailey's ‘Hotel'? 

II, What Is gametophobia 7 

12. Which comic strip character 
was born on a planet called 
Krypton 7 

13. In which year did Bradman 
i>!ay Iris first Test ? 

t4. What is the full name ot 
Qerulaltis, the tennis player 7 
15. Which religious organisation 
In India is celebrating its centenary 
this year 7 

■ ■ 
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Prevention 
is better than cure. 



the good health capsule 




Sunday week 


Beginning July 9 

This Week the Sun and Jupiter are in Gemini, Saturn, Mars, and Venus are In Leo, Rahu is in Virgo, Uranus is in 
Libra, Neptune la In Scorpio and Kethu alone Is In Pisces. The Moon will be moving through Virgo, Libra and 
Scorpio from Leo. 


(March 21 — April 20) Your energy, 
initiative and business acumen wilt 
help you to surmount many of the 
difficulties besetting you. Help from 
elders and secret sources will prove valuable. Concentrate 
on your own endeavours; forge ahead. Act upon your own 
Intuition but make no Impulsive changes. Good tftrtas: 9, 
10, 12 and 15. Lucky numbers: 4 and 9. Favourable direc¬ 
tion: South. 



(September 23 — October 22) Be 

guarded in your speech and writ¬ 
ings. Beware of theft and mis¬ 
placement; peruse ail documents 

carefully and keep them in safe custody. An unexpected 
event or change beyond your control will ultimately prove 
beneficial to you. Endeavour to placate authority and do 
not arouse hostility. Good dates: 14 and 15. Lucky num¬ 
bers: 5 and 10. Favourable direction: West. 



(April 21 — May 22) A happier 
and more successful week is en¬ 
visaged for you. Courtship, mar- 

_ rlage and love affairs progress 

well. An elderly relative will prove helpful to new ventures 
which you undertake. Correspondence with distant places 
will prove helpful for business expansion. Womenfolk will 
take a burden off your shoulders. Good dates: 9, 10 and 
14. Lucky numbers: 3 and 5. Favourable direction: South¬ 
east. 


(October 23 — November 21) 

Your affairs prosper and employers 
and those in authority aid vou 
greatly. Your family and children 
will experience luxury and comforts. Your business, social 
and intellectual pursuits are well-signified. Act upon your 
own intuition but make no impulsive changes. A short 
journey is presaged. Good dates: 9. 10. 14 and 15 Lucky 
numbers: 9 and 11. Favourable direction: North-west. 




(May 23 — June 21) Some good 
fortune, notably in the financial 
, sphere, comes your way. Unexpect¬ 
ed travel is in the offing but 
expenditure Is also foreseen. A sudden change of place 
ot promotion Is probable. Love and friendship bring 
happiness but do not neglect your business affairs. Family 
members and children will be given costly aids. Good dales: 
11, 12, 14 and 15. Lucky numbers: 4 and 7. Favourable 
direction: West. 



(November 22 )— December 22) 

Your difficulties and trials will be 
successfully overcome by your 
own patience, courage, tact and 
circumspection. Beneficial changes, travel and improved 
health are in store for you. Push business to the utmost: 
property, speculation, law, courtship and marriage progress 
smoothly. Your family front will be calm. Good dates: 9, 
10, 12 and 14. Lucky numbers: 9 and 10. Favourable 
direction: North-west. 


SMfflUS 



(June 22 — July 22) Your per¬ 
severance, will-power and enter¬ 
prise will help you to overcome 
any obstacles. Push all your busi¬ 
ness affairs to the utmost seek favours and make changes 
If desired. An old friend renders good service. Heed 
advice, avoid gambling and doubtful Tove adventures and 
attend closely to your profession. This will ensure ybur 
peace of mind. Good data* 13,14 and 15. Lucky numbers: 
3 and 9. Favourable direction: East 


I 


■ ■ 1 1""" 1 * (July 23 —- August 22) Avoid 
employers and officials in general 
during the course of this week 

.asm Attend to business and do not let 

your heart overrule common sense. A modicum of success 
,is portended, but guard your health. New friendships are 
foreseen and social and domestic activities proceed 
smoothly. A secret matter brings pleasure at the weekend. 
Good deles: 10, 14 and 15. Lucky numbers: 1 and 9. Favour¬ 
able direction: South. 



(August 23 — September 22) Your 
health and fortunes will Improve 
Seek hidden reserves of energy and 
M Initiative to further your own 
success and reeifiayour ambitions. Property and specula¬ 
tion pose no problems. Do not be afraid to adopt original 
business methods. but exercise caution in love affairs. 
Social and domestic affairs progress apace. Good datas: 
$. 11 and ll Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Favourable dhsc- 
ttpna: So-uth jind V^est. 


“ (December 23 — January 20) A 

measure of success and qood 
fortune Is foreseen for you. Influen¬ 
ts tlal friends- will prove helpful this 
social and intellectual activities 
expand. Love affairs cause you great joy as do courtship, 
contracts and business approaches. Good dales: 9. 12 and 
14. Lucky numbers: 2 and 11. Favourable direction: South. 


CAMS 

week. Your busim 


(January 21 — February 19) An 
unexpected |oumey is probable. 
Provided quarrels and , erratic 
actions are avoided and caution 
and circumspection exercised in all your dealings, your 
fortunes will Improve. Love, marriage and courtship will 
progVess well. Success seems assured, especially il con¬ 
nected with one of the aits. Good dates: 11, 13 and 15. 
Lucky numbers: 3 and 9. Favourable direction: East, 


(February 20 — March 20) Your 
financial position improves rapidly, 
thanks to a promotion. You will 
_ also benefit greatly through em¬ 
ployers and officials. Womenfolk will acquire costlv clothes 
and precious ornaments. This week is favourable for court¬ 
ship and correspondence. Domestic and social problems 
will be solved peacefully. Good dales: 9, 10, 12 and 15. 
Lucky numbers: 4 and 7. Favourable direction: South-east. 

M. B. RAMAN 
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this india 


GULBARGA : Oevadasis and devotees 
fulfil? d their vows to goddess Maha 
jsnrfU Tai in the nude, at Chinchansur. 
Devotees went around the temple, cover¬ 
ed with only neem leaves. Devadasis 
holding “Kalashas" and sprinkling "Kum- 
kuma” on them, brought up the rear,— 
Deccan Herald, (K. L. Ranganatharao, 
Gorur) 

HYDERABAD : The first public tap in 50 
years’ existence of a locality in Seetba- 
phalmbndi of Secunderabad was opened 
recently. Mr B. Ramdev, Minister for 
Dairy Development, inaugurated the tap 
it a small function and promised to do 
the needful to the residents in the mat- 
tor of providing basic civic amenities. 
This locality comprising mainly of dwell¬ 
ings pf Scheduled Castes and Tribes and 
other weaker sections had also been 
denied other basic amenities. — Deccan 
Chronicle (B. V. Raju, Hyderabad) 

HYDERABAD : Dr H. S. Hasan, Prin- 

a l, Regional Health and Family Plan- 
J Centre, said here today that at one 
vasectomy camp, all those who underwent 
sterilisation were given 12 tablets and an 
equal number of Nirodb. Two days later 
a doctor discovered that the men were 
■wallowing a Nirodh along with their 
prescribed pills — The Hindu (Colonel O. 
P. Rao, Hyderabad) 

CALCUTTA : Stress reactions can be ex¬ 
pected at a level above 85 decibels. For 
a survey sponsored by the Citizens’ Club 
Of Calcutta, representatives of the Natio¬ 
nal Physical Laboratory of New Delhi 
west round the paudals in the Grey 
Street and Shyambazar areas. They 
found that all the loudspeakers generated 
between 90 and 100 decibels. Scientists 
•ay that this level, if maintained for a 
long period of time, may lead to mad¬ 
ness — The Statesman (Partha Sarathi 
Banerjee, Calcutta) 

DURG : A large crowd witnessed the 
scene of the hanging of two rats, A ve¬ 
getable vendor who was persistently an¬ 
noyed by rats that ate his wares, caught 
two of the offenders. They were then 
given a public hanging in the middle of 
the street — HavSharat (H. P. Sinha, 
Nagpur) 


Without comment 


JANA SANGH does not want to lose its 
identity and this is the greatest diffi¬ 
culty in the way of integration of the 
Janata Party—C. B. Gupta. 

1 AM a friend of the Party—Raj Narain. 

1 DO rat want to enter into any confron¬ 
tation with Mr Jayaprakash Narayan— 
Morarji Desat. 

OF THE people in the Janata Party he 
Clagjivan Ram) is dose to our ideology 
ana programmes—Indira Gandhi. 


prize tj. 30 for the emry given !ir»t humour in real life 


SINDRI: Prior to lighting the funeral 
pyre of their father, two sons of the 
deceased Shiv Singh sprinkled the con¬ 
tents of two bottles of wine on the body 
of their parent. It is said that just be¬ 
fore his death, their father ordered two 
bottles of wine, but was forbidden from 
drinking them by his doctor— The 
Searchlight (Umesh Kumar Singh, 
Dahiyawantola) 

KATIHAR : An express train had to be 
cancelled for want of mosquito nets, 
according to railway sources. The engine 
crew, a driver and two firemen, of the 
719 Up Katihar-Jogbani express had re¬ 
fused to travel by its crew van as no 
mosquito nets were available in the van. 
The crew were supposed to Travel by 
train as the standby for relieving the 
other crew after they had completed ten 
hours' duty — Indian Nation (Simple 
Nema, Katinar) 

HYDERABAD : A Minister who had con¬ 
stantly failed in Physics at school had to 
inaugurate a workshop under the science 
improvement scheme for Physics lectur¬ 
ers of Osmania University. The Educa¬ 
tion Minister, who had found the study 
of Physics “quite tough" felt therefore 
that he was not competent to inaugu¬ 
rate the workshop. He however stressed 
the need to prepare textbooks that were 
purposeful and interesting — The Indian 
Express (K. G. R. Menon, Madras) 

JAIPUR : A 27-year-old woman of Lakhe- 
pura village near here was bartered by 
her husband for two milch cows to a 
man in another village— Morning Echo 
(Divya Lahad, New Delhi) 

VARANASI: Three police constables 
have been suspended for robbing a dead 
woman’s body of cash and ornaments and 
disposing of it in the Ganga — The 
Statesman (C. Jayalakshmi, Barang) 

THE MADRAS Corporation has renum¬ 
bered the houses in the city. This has 
caused a lot of problems for the postmen. 
A huge hoarding was subsequently erec¬ 
ted in front of thfe Postmaster’s office 
which reads : “The Postman’s Prayer : 

Oh Lord ! Give us * 

Our daily letters 

With the new door numbers!” — The 
Hindu (P. S. Venugopalan, Madras) 


EX-DICTATORS COME mainly in two 
varieties : old kings who fade away, and 
old demagogues who refuse to — The 
Economist. 

I HAVE power, position anda little name. 
But sometimes when I am alone I feel 
I am groping In the dark—Atal Behari 
Vajpayee. 

GEORGE FERNANDES is a case where 
Ministerial flesh pots (sic) get prece» 
dence over principles and the rights 
of the workers—B. T. Ranadive 



MINUTES before the start of an 
examination I saw one of the 
pupils, a young boy, crying copi¬ 
ously. When 1 asked him what 
the matter was, he replied that 
all the sheets he had prepared to 
use for copying had been stolen 
by a pickpocket—Anupam Maitra, 
Barasat. 



AN ADVERTISEMENT in a large 
department store in Calcutta 
reads : “Ready maids going 
cheap : Stock limited : hurry up.” 
—S. Sen, Calcutta. 

A NOTICE in our college read *. 
“The College Office will sit dur¬ 
ing day hours between 11 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (with midday races 
from 1.30 to 2 p.m)”—Devashisb 
Chakravarty. Ranchi. 





ON A recent yisit to' Howrah 
Station 1 sew a hoard that read :< 
‘•We are here to help you.” I 
naturally thought it was an infor¬ 
mation centre and wus surprised 
when I went to ask a question 
only to be greeted with the 
query : "What do you want, Sir, 
Thums Up or Campa Cola?" — 
Sukamal Bhattacharya, Calcutta. 
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D R. Spooner was a real person. 

and Mrs Malaprop an Imagi¬ 
nary one; but the two are some¬ 
times mentioned together. They 
show rather similar foibles in the 
use of the English language. 

Mrs Malaprop takes her name 
from the French mal a propos, 
“inappropriate”. She appears in 
Sheridan's famous play 1 he Ri¬ 
vals. She’s always mistaking one 
word for another — talking, for 
instance, of “the perpendiculars’' 
(particulars) of a matter, or of an 
“allegory on the banks of the 
Nile”. Such mistakes are there¬ 
fore called malapropisms. My 
own favourite is “the very pine¬ 
apple of politeness” — the pin¬ 
nacle, as you or I might say But 
no dougbt every reader of The 
Rivals has his own selection. 

The Reverend W. A. Spooner 
wouldn't havp made such mistakes. 
He was a very learned man, 
Warden of Npw College, Oxford. 
But he was also a very absent* 
' minded man : they say that at 
the station one day. he kissed :he 
porter good bye and gave his wife 
sixpence. He made the same 
sort of mistake when speaking, 
mteichanging the sounds of vari¬ 
ous words into something quite 
dilferent and often funny. “The 
dear old quern" became “the 
queer ill dean”, “a well-oiled bi¬ 
cycle” became “a well-boiled 
icicle”. Such slips of the tongue 
aie known as spoonerismi. 


■ &L- 


Of course, most spoonerisms 
were nut perpetrated by the pom 
man but invented by mischievous 
students. But it’s just as well to 
remember that a process rather 
like spoonerism is a basic mode 
of changing the forms of words 
in the language. Grass was once 
fleers, bird was bnd, horse was 
pros. Scholars call this metathesis. 
Perhaps Or. Spooner could have 
trotted this out as a learned de¬ 
fence of his own weakness. 

WORDSPINNER 



stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 


E VERY per»on has his reason for 
making a will. Where there is a 
will, there is a way. No wonder wills 
often make bequests that verge on the 
ludicrous. The vagaries of wills have 
always amused and amazed the world. 

Not long ago, the American millio- 
n.ire lawyer, Dr. Charles Miller scrib¬ 
bled a will that made little history. The 
most interesting and illuminating factor 
in his will was the tenth clause which 
mentioned that after ten years the resi 
due of ihe millitm-dollar estate was to 
go to the mother who, after his death, 
gave birth in Toronto to the greatest 
number of children as shown by regis¬ 
trations under the Vital Statistics Act. 
The bizarre clause in the will tempted 
scores of women in Toronto to enter the 
contest, but many withdrew because of 
the fac* that slender budgets would not 
support such rapidly growing families. 
Though six stayed in the race, it was 
apparent that, after six years, four had 
strong claims and with nine children 
living, received 1,750,000 dollars each. 

There is a touch of unreality about 
many wills. Some years ago a native of 
Finland stated in his will that all his 
property should be bequeathed to the 
Devil.. Everybody was confounded ami 
confused by the will. Ultimately, the 
State stepped in and took possession of 
his property. A lawyer in France left 
all his money to the lunatic asylum de¬ 
claring that it was simply an act of res¬ 
titution to the clients who were insane 
enough to employ his services. 

Some wills are decidedly humorous 
and evoke laughter. A wealthy man in 
New York’s Wall Street died and left 
the following will : 

“To my wife, 1 leave one dollar and 
the knowledge that 1 wasn't the fool she 
thought 1 was. 

“To my daughter, 1 leave. 100,000 
dollars. She will need it. The only 
ood piece of business her husband ever 
id was to marry her. 

"To my valet, 1 leave the clothes he 
has been stealing from me regularly for 
the mast 10 years. v Also mjF fur coat 
that he wore last winter when 1 was in 
Palm Reach. 

“To my chauffeur, I leave my cars. 
He almost ruined them and I want him 
to have the satisfaction of finishing the 
job. 

“To my partner, 1 leave the suggrs 
lion that he take some other clever man 
in with him at once if he expects to do 
any business”. 

Will-making is no mere hobby. It 
calls for the wisdom of a Solomon. 
Wills have an unusual knack of playing 
odd tricks. A wealthy man directed in 


his will that the five drawers in his desk 
be opened on the first five consecutive 
anniversaries of his death. Thai was all; 
not a word was written about the disposi- ‘ 
tion of a fortune. When the first four 
drawers were opened nothing was found 
in them but a sealed letter, containing >• 
this message “Have faith and hope, you 
will attain the fruition of ail your de¬ 
sires.” When on the fifth anniversary 
the last drawer was opened, a properly- 
executed will was found, leaving the pro¬ 
perty to those who had expected it. 

It is sometimes difficult to grasp the 
logic of testators. An affluent farmer in 
Hertfordshire, Britain, left his money to 
a nephew on the condition that he hung 
the farmer's coffin from a beam in one 
of the barns and did not nail it down 
for thirty years. The farmer was con¬ 
vinced that be would come to life again 
and wanted to be certain that he was, 
not buried underground. 

Many wills are poignant. Take Use 
case of Mr Eric Vincent Foore, a wealthy 
resident of Sussex who died in 1953. He 
pulled no punches in his : "None of my 
money is ever to be invested in any 
obligation of the British Government or 
in that of any Western European Gov¬ 
ernment unless it be Spain or Portugal 
I wish to be buried outside the British 
Isles, in France, Belgium or Spain, with 
my face to the South 1 love so well and 
my back to a country which my family 
and I have served well and which W*, 
treated us badly,” 

“In the course of this century, 1 have 
seen this country turned into a prison 
with rules, regulations and orders, and 
have seen all liberty destroyed, and when 
1 return from abroad the white cliffs of 
Dover appear to me as prison bars, with 
ranting politicians of all brands as gao¬ 
lers. From the grave 1 curse the Board 
of Inland Revenue who have ruined my 
life. All Inspectors of Taxes are sadistic 
and depraved individuals with no sense 
of equity, justice or even common 
decency. I hope my children will leave 
at the earliest moment a country with 
no future.” 1 

There is an unpredictable drama in 
many wills. They have been made on 
pieces of furniture, pebbles, oysters and 
other shells. A famous solicitor actual¬ 
ly wrote his will on ice. He fell through 
the ice on which he was skating, but 
managed to support himself on the brink 
for ^ time. Then, despairing of being 
rescued, he used his penknife to scratch 
a few words on the ice, thus disposing 
of his fortune. Some time ago an eccen¬ 
tric testator took it into his head to 
write his will on a door It was done in 
red chalk and two witnesses signed it. 
The Court however refused to admit a 
photograph of the door and the will. The, 
executioners had no other alternative but 
to have the door on which the will was, 
written produced in the Court. 

SUBHASH J. RELE 
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Congress (I) is entirely dependent 
on an individual: S. C. Shukla 


The former Chief Minister of 
Madhya Pradesh, SHYAMA CHA- 
RAN SHUKLA , says that the Con- 
gress(I), which is the monopoly of 
an individual, was never serious 
about the unity of the two Congress 
Parties. Mr Shukla’s brother, Mr 
Vidya Charon Shukla, is a Congress 
(l) stalwart. Mr S. C. Shuhla was 
one of the five Congress leaders who 
initiated the unity talks. He spoke 
to M. V. KHP.R on the prospect of 
unity between the Congress and the 
Congressfl). 


Q: What b the latest position 
to the talks for natty between the 
two Congresses? 

A: There is no hope for unity. 
Even though Congress (I) leaders 
publicly say that they are for unity, 
they have never really meant it. 



A: The rank and file of the 
Congress was not happy with the 
split We responded to the senti¬ 
ments of the rank and file and also 
felt that the undivided Congress 
cauld be a big asset for the nation, 
in view of the failure of the Janata 
Party to do anything for the peo¬ 
ple. We also felt that because of 
internal contradictions the Janata 
Party .will not survive long. 

4; What makes you think there 
to no reciprocal desire to the 
Congress (I) leadership for unity? 

A: This is evident from their 



Shyama Charan Shukla 


actions. We put forward many pro¬ 
posals and suggested the convening 
of a meeting of the AICC of the 
undivided Congress. When we met 
at New Delhi m this connection the 
Press carried a report from Banga¬ 
lore in which Mrs Indira Gandhi 
said that she would not accept the 
prbposal for convening a meeting of 
the undivided AICC. Another senior 


leader of the Congress (I) said all 
that was possible was that indivi¬ 
duals and groups could join the 
Congress (I) on that Party’s terms. 
But they forgot that unity talks 
were not started to enable groups 
or individuals to enter the Cong¬ 
ress (I). 


Q: You had joined Mrs Gandhi 
during the IMS split. Why Ad you 


Vidya Charan with Mrs Gandhi. "There is no hope for unity!’ *oys 
Shyama Charan. 



oppose her this time? 

A: In 1869 a requisitioned meet¬ 
ing of the AICC had been convened 
and its decision was accepted aince 
the meeting was legal and constitu¬ 
tional, This time they went about 
disrupting the Party. They did not 
requisition a meeting of the AICC 
but convened a "political conven¬ 
tion" with an explicit announce¬ 
ment that no decision would be 
taken for splitting the Party. Then 
they announced the formation of a 
separate Party in that very conven- 


Q: Do you agree that the Con¬ 
gress (1) has succeeded in getting 
a good response from a large num¬ 
ber of Congressmen? 

A: Congressmen in general are 
simple people and they have joined 
the Congress (I) because they could 
not understand the issues involved 
in the matter. They felt that the 
main issue was a choice between 
Mrs Gandhi and Mr Brambananda 
Jteddi. A large number of opportu¬ 
nists have also joined the Cong¬ 
ress (I). 

Q: The Congress (1) fared much 
better than the Congress in the re¬ 
cent elections. How do you explain 
your Party's showing? 

A: Temporary gains in politics 
do not have much significance. I am 
still convinced that the undivided 
Congress would have been a big 
asset for the/nation. The Janata 
Party is burdened with its internal 
contradictions while the Congress (I) 
is entirety dependent rr an indivi¬ 
dual. The undivided Congress would 
have been a boon for democracy in 
the present circumstances. 

Q; Am you still hopeful for 
unity? 

A; There is no question of unity. 
We cannot join the Congress (I) as 
individuals or groups. I am convinc¬ 
ed that ultimately our stand will be 
vindicated. 

Q: Cengroaa (11 leaders feel 
that ultimately ouity their Party will 
survive. What la your eomment? 

A: Those who think that the 
Congress can be finished are sadly 
mistaken. The Indian National Con¬ 
gress was built over the years by the 
blood and sweat of thousands of 
patriots. It has not come up as a 
wave but its history has chapter 
after chapter full of glory which 
have their own stodiScane^ to the 
Ktotorv of ear country. 









Totally different LIRIL Rippled green with the 
exciting freshness of limes. Tangy, tingling LIRIL 
...makes a fresh new woman of you. 

¥ • 

1HE HCESHNESS SOAP wlihtiiecxGiCl^fKslixicssMlii^ 

uNTAt-LK.a7.Mit 


A Quality Product by HINDUSTAN LEVER 



Design 
an exclusive 
outfit. 

Stand out from the rest 
Dress differently. Texura 
and Terkosa fabrics 
lend themselves to bold, 
original styles. 
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Charan Singh and 
Chandrashekhar 
lash out in exclusive 
interviews 
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Only if you want the best & no compromise! 

SONODYNE 

OFFERS YOU AN OUTSTANDING NEW TV OF 

ALL SOLID STATE DESIGN 

NO TV SET PRESENTLY AVAILABLE IRRESPECTIVE OF PRICE 
CAN BE COMPARED WITH THE CORONATION DELUXE FOR 
PICTURE SHARPNESS, CONTRAST & SOUND QUALITY. 


What else could you want in a TV? 



* 61 CM PICTURE TUBE * HI-FI 
AUDIO CIRCUIT WITH BASS AND 
TREBLE CONTROLS & MATCHING 
DOUBLE SPEAKERS * SUPERB 
PICTURE QUALITY* LOW POWER 
CONSUMPTION * PROFESSIONAL 
QUALITY COMPONENTS FOR NIGH 
DEPENDABILITY * ATTRACTIVE 
CABINET OF LATEST INTERNATIONAL DESIGN WITH 
DOUBLE ROLLING SHUTTERS & LOCK. * OUTPUT 
FOR DIRECT TAPE RECORDING 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING TV DEMERS 
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holds and nourishes hair, 
controls dandruff. 


Today's look Is the natural "no-oil" 
look. But you know what this does 
to your hair: the scalp dries, dandruff 
follows. This combined with the lack 
of nourishment can lead to halt loss. 

"No-Oil" Stylo 
Now there’s Code 10 Tonic Hair 
Dressing. With Panthenol and LO-7. > 
For the natural "nd-oil" look. 
Without the problems. This is how. 

Your hair stays in place with 
Code 10. Naturally. The way you 
want it; Without feeling sticky, oily. 

And your scalp and nair geiell 
the care they need with Cod* 10. 


It has Panthenol, the proven half 
vitamin to help hair roots utilise 
the nutrients in the blood stream. 
This gives your hair natural health 
and full body. 

Anti-Dandruff Action 
PanthenOI also has an anti-dandruff, 
action which is strengthenedI by , 
LO • 7... a proven anti- dandruff agent 
It helps clear dandruff, and staya 
qn the scalp to keep it away. 

Code 10 Tonic Hair Brassing 
does till this for your hair., .without 
costlngtHeear$»! 


The natural choice for tht 
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Example. 

Now we link 
Singapore direct-to 
Delhi by Boeing 747-M 
aircraft every Monday. 

Singapore—' Instant 
Asia' and cross¬ 
road to the 


Far East, where oriental 
food blends with superb 
sightseeing. Play golf or 
visit the House of Jade, 
swim in crystalseas or 
revel till the early hours 
in exclusive nightclubs. 
Shop for everything 
from antiques to 
cameras, electrical 


Call us at Bombay; 

prices that SeSnonast De ? lh? 343998 Ut Madras 
prices tnat are amongst oaogg 

the lowest in the world. ^ ‘ „_ lir 

Or do good business ?.L c ° ntact your travel 


ur do good business 
and make your profit. 
So, can you do 
better than Marco 
Polo ? Decidedly. 
Because we won't let 
you make any mistakes ! 


agent 
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Business end pleasure mfx well with 

The reliable airline of Holland 
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Ace investments 
for those 
with an eye 
on the 
future! 


Safety of capital, high returns, tax conces¬ 
sions, easy eneashability and many other 
unique advantages have become synony¬ 
mous with Units. Units provide an 
investment opportunity today that you'll 
be proud of tomorrow. Study the Plans* 
below and choose the one that suits 
you best 


UNIT SCHEME'64 This is a 
general scheme offering Unit 
holders a regular income. 

Last year, dividend declared 
was 9%! Units, each of face 
value Rs, 10/- can be bought 
in multiples of 10 with a 
minimum 10 Units. Absolute 
safety,attractive dividends. 
Income tax rebate, relief from 
Capital gains tax and easy 
eneashability are some of its 
unique advantages. 

REINVESTMENT PLAN Once 
you've bought Units, you can 
join the Reinvestment Plan. It 
provides you with a convenient 
facility to reinvest your dividend 
automatically every year in 
more Units at the economical 
sale price prevailing in the 
month of July. 



UNIT LINKED INSURANCE 
PLAN Now, here s a Plan that 
not only gives you high returns, 
but life-cover too I Once a year, 
or every six months, you pay 
us one-tenth or one twentieth 
of the target ammount, ie. 
between fls. 3000/- and 
Rs 12.000/- Your life remains 
covered for the full target 
ammount while you harvest a 
rich dividend. Say, if yog join 
the Plan for Rs. 10,000/-. you 
get back almost Rs. 15,000/- 1 
Plus there’s tax rebate bn the 
instalments. 

CHILDREN'S GjfT PLAN 
Any adult can give a loving 
gift to a child below 15. You 
can buy a gift of any number 
of Units—50 upwards and in 
multiples of 10. The money 
grows at a, compound rate 
for 21 years (girls can 
withdraw the amount at 18). 
So that, just when the money 
is needed most—for higher 
studies, to build a career or 
set up a home, there's a big 
pay-off waiting I 

Far further details, 
do contact us soon I 



UNIT TRUST 
OF INDIA 


4 Fairlie Place, First floor 
Calcutta 700001 

Phone: 23 9391,231638.23 8818. 


CHIEF REPRESENTATIVES 

J. M. Biswas 
103 R. B. Ghose Road 
Khbsebagan t , Burdwan 

J. G. Adhikari 
Bank of India Building 
Bistupur, Jamshedpur 

H. P. Chowdhury 
C/15 Netaji Nagar 
Kantatoly, Ranchi 834001 


Build up your savings. 
Unit by Unit. 
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A little over 18 months after It was formed, the Janata 
•Party has virtually bioken up. How will the resignation 
of Charan Singh and Ra| Narain affect the in-flghtlng in 
the Parly ? How was the decision reached among the 
Party’s constituents to move against Charan. Singh ? Who 
all were In the running for the Home portfolio ? What 
is Charan Singh going to do now ? A team of corres* 
spondents from Delhi includlnq UDAYAN SHARMA, 
JANARDAN THAKUR, M. J. AKBAR, and MAOHU JAIN 
answer. 
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to kill Mujlbufr Rahman 7 
Who were the conspirators ? 
How involved was the 
U S with them ? These 
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Midnight Massacre In 
Dacca”. We publish 
exclusive extracts. 
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We thank all our readers for their generous contributions 
to our relief fund for the victims of last year's cyclone 
in Andhra Pradesh, and announce that the collections 
are now formally closed. 


* Did the U P. Police slay dacoit queen Haseena after 
she had surrendered ? 

* Is Nagammal, victim of another Emergency excess, 
really a mental base? 

* The arrest of Youth Congress boss, Ghufran-e-Azam 

* How smuggled animal skins were seized at the New 
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* Mrs. Gandhi visits Vinoba Shape’* ashram 
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Increasing corruption 


<<|S YOUR money safe in the 
1 bank?” by Nantoo Banerji 
(SUNDAY. June II) should serve as 
an eye-opener. Bank union leaders 
have begun to believe that banks 
can pay them whatever they demand. 
The leaders, it appears, will only 
come to their senses when the 
situation deteriorates to the point of 
a run on the banks. Unfortunately, 
the author did not mention the 
corruption which is increasing with 
the rapid expansion of branches, 
involving more and more purchases 
of plots of land, furniture and 
buildings. In 1975-76, the Corpora¬ 
tion Bank Chairman Mr M. R. 
Kamath who was a nominee of the 
Reserve Bank of India, had to be 
recalled in connection with the ex¬ 
penditure of about Rs 90,000 without 
the auditor’s report. His colleagues 
were dismissed by the bank. Had 
it not been for the Emergency, this 
scandal would have made headlines. 
No action was taken against him by 
the RBI- 

Satyapriya, Bangalore. 

THE article vividly depicted the ills 
of an industry which forms the 
backbone of the country’s economy. 
It would have been complete, how¬ 
ever, if it had also dealt with the 
problem of ‘sticky loans’: that is. 
uncertain loans. Also the banks’ 
zeal for making large-scale invest¬ 
ments in prestigious projects is 
without relation to the employment 
opportunities likelv to be generated 
and the. marketability of the pro- 
duels. For- instance, although a 
staggering Rs 60 crores has been 
spent on the Mangalore Fertiliser 
Complex, it has now trirned into a 
white elephant because with hardly 
700 workers it' i<t able to achieve only 
half its production capacity. The 
banks can easily prevent such wast¬ 
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age by a careful study of the 
projects. I had a very shocking ex¬ 
perience of the apathy of bank 
employees. One of my relatives had 
hypothecated all his machinery and 
deposited his title deeds to a bank 
for a loan applied for in 1974, and 
is still yet to receive the loan. His 
repeated requests at least for the 
release of the documents so that he 
could approach some other source 
for the loan have been in vain. His 
costly imported machinery is now 
gathering rust. 

vishwanath Shenoy, Kasargod. 

: A MORE intensive analysis of the 
functioning of banks .was necessary. 
Even as employees of a bank, the 
United Bank of India, we are our¬ 
selves haunted by the question “Is 
our money safe in our bank?” 
Misappropriation totalling about Rs 
20 lakhs of the Staff Provident Fund 
was detected a few years ago, but 
no honest investigation of the 
scandal has yet been undertaken. 
The administrative set-up of the UBI 
is particularly in need of reorganisa¬ 
tion. It is plagued by a an unholy 
understanding between the manage¬ 
ment and a particular union leader. 
R. K. Dutta, Calcutta. 

IN MANY of the nationalised banks 
there are no fixed norms for trans¬ 
ferring officers from one place to 
another. This lacuna is exploited 
by the managements to harass 
officers at their own will. Influential 
leaders of officers’ unions bargain 
with the managements and join 
hands with them to victimise un¬ 
cooperative officers. In many 
nationalised banks even communal 
prejudices exist, and officers of 
certain communities are victimised. 
Prakash J. Shah, President, UCO 
BANK Officers’ Organisation, Cuttack. 

THERE has been a sharp fall in the 
quality of the banks’ services to 
customers since their nationalisation. 
One reason for the poor service mav 
be the conviction among the. bank 
employees that their jobs are 
secure. 

Kumud Mehrotra, Kanpur. 

IN OUR rural ?Tea there are two 
banks nine kilometres from each 
other and they are both a waste of 
national property and public money. 
Generally, they sanction loans to 
only those who, they fear, may 
create chaos. The needy never get 
any help from them. 

Gopal Kumar Khandelwal, 
(Orissa) Soro 

THE basic reason for the ills is the 
diversity of roles a bankman is 
supposed to perform. Right from 
the Branch Manager to the clerk no 
one is aware of his role in the bank’s 
functioning. The frustration which 
exists among the junior officers Is 
due to the absence of any scientific 


method in deciding promotions to 
higher cadres. I do not agree with 
the Author that priority sector 
lending has resulted in bad debts 
and poor customer service. The 
small loans granted to the priority 
sectors are covered under credit, 
guarantee schemes of the RBI and 
hence do not pose any threat to the 
banks. They constitute only 20% of 
the industry’s total advances. 

G. S. Sodht, Varanasi. 

WHEN one visits a bank one com¬ 
monly receives very bad treatment 
from the employees. None of them 
are bothered about the customers 
and their problems although they 
are all being sustained by public 
money. They get the highest 
salaries among all public undertak¬ 
ings. If a bank employee wants to 
build a house, for instance, be is 
entitled to draw a loan from the 
bank on a nominal interest of 1-2% 
whereas an employee of any other 
establishment has to pay a much 
higher rate of about 15 to 20%. 

Ajtt Indurkar, Calcutta. 


Misquoted remarks 

*T'HE article contained a statement 
* attributed to me but I regret to 
say that I have been both misquoted 
and quoted out of context. The state¬ 
ment published gave the impression 
that I had said discipline was a pro¬ 
blem particularly in UCOBANK. Let 
me state emphatically that I made 
no such remark to your correspon¬ 
dent. On the contrary, I distinctly 
remember having expressed satisfac¬ 
tion about discipline among the staff 
in‘UCOBANK and the smooth indus¬ 
trial relations obtaining in the bank. 
All I had said was that the decline 
in the quality of customer service, 
was a challenging problem for the 
banking industry and had attributed 
it to too many demands made on the 
industry in too short a period. Mr. 
Banerji had also promised not to 
mention me by name. 

J. N. Pathak, General Manager, 
UCOBANK, Calcutta. 

BANK employees have been' up¬ 
holding the cause of nationalisation 
and there is no difference of opinion 
about the deployment of funds to 
various priority sectors. Mr Banerji 
has tried to project a poor picture 
of the services in banks. Except for 
the procedural blockades i.e., the 
human factor involved in getting 
things done by different officials, in 
big branches, the services on the 
whole cannot be deprecated in the , 
manner Mr Banerji has tried to, 
though we feel there is enough, 
room for improvement in personalised 
service. 

In Working out arithmetical figures 
of cost per bank employee, -the 
author has ignored the basic cause 





of the inflationary trend, namely 
„ cost-escalation in all sectors of the 
f economy. Why must per employee 
cost be considered m isolation? 
Since banks are run on the OBR 
maxim (over bank rate, which takes 
care of all major expenses of the 
bank), the charging of interest has 
not been disproportionate. A 4-6% 
margin takes care of all the bank's 
expenses. In saying that UB1 has 
financed the largest number of 
Sticky advances Mr Banerji should 
have known that the projects UBl 
financed became sticky only for 
business reasons. Loans to priority 
sectors do not become bad debts be¬ 
cause of the banks’ stake in them. 

. It is of national importance to fav- 
; our these sectors. 

‘ K. P. Purkayastha, Agent, UBl. 
Chabua (Assam). 

THERE is no underutilisation of staff 
in rural branches. On the contrary 
there is acute staff shortage in these 
branches due to the unwillingness of 
employees to work in rural areas 
and the consequent overcrowding in 
urbhn branches. 

Prabhat Kumar Mitra , Birbhum 
(West Bengal) 

Banking on insurance 

M R BaNERJI has nut mentioned 
the role of the Deposit Insur¬ 
ance Corporation of India end how 
it serves to protect the interests in 
case of the failure of the commer¬ 
cial banks. After the failure of the 
Palai Central Bank all commercial 
banks have been paying huge sums 
of money to insure their deposits. 
Since there have been no more 
failures after that of the Palai Cen¬ 
tral Bank, the Insurance Corpora¬ 
tion has been offering insurance 
coverage of deposits up to Rs. 50,000. 
• Also there is the Credit Guarantee 
Corporation of India which protects 
the banks by insuring up to 75% of 
the loans to weaker sections for a 
fee. The Government of India has 
decided to merge these two corpora¬ 
tions to further protect banks against 
risks. So whatever the way banks 
are run, the depositors need not be 
scared that their money is not ‘safe 
in the banks’. 

R. Natarajan, Accountant, UBl, 
Guntur. 

THE author's misgivings about the 
safety of bank deposits are largely 
hypothetical. Considering the solid 
financial base of the nationalised 
baqks and their monopolistic busi¬ 
ness activities based on a system of 
handsome commission and a lucra¬ 
tive advance interest structure, it is 
highly improbable that they will 
start incurring huge losses due to 
staff inefficiency, posing a danger to 
the depositors’ investments. Statu¬ 
tory reserves, an enormous amount 
of other hidden reserves, coyer de¬ 
posit insurance, ptc., are sufficient 
guarantees of the security of the de¬ 
positors’ money. Though bank ad¬ 
vances to priority vsectors contain a 
tflrge amount of bad debts, the banks 


are secure to a large extent due to 
coverage by CGCf, RBT, ECGC and 
other corporate bodies. There is 
little doubt, however, that customer 
services have declined. This is due 
to the huge increase in banks’ 
volume of business and understaffing. 
Mily Chatlerjee, Calcutta. 



WHILE Mr Banerji himself admitted 
the absence of any risk in keeping 
money in banks since they now have 
the backing of the Government, the 
cover read "Is your money safe in 
the bank?” How was this consis¬ 
tent? 

K. D. Nath. Dibiugarh. 

IF THE banks are being crippled by 
the burden of sick units it is because 
there exists a scheme for the gua¬ 
rantee of repayment of loans to 
small industries by the RBI, under 
which, in case of default, 75% of the 
loan is to be compensated by the 
RBI. The scheme is really a night¬ 
mare to the banks. In filing a claim 
under it, the nature of queries the 
banks have to answer compels them 
to suspend their normal functioning. 
Even in a few cases when the claim 
is finally met, it takes unusually 
long. 

P. Chaudhuri, Delhi. 

NEW entrants to banks in the clerical 
grade, often hold educational quale 
fientions equivalent to those of the 
officers, if not better. Yet there is 
a gulf of difference between the 
pay scale of the clerks and that of 
tbe officers : A clerk starts with 
Rs* 532 whereas a junior officer starts 
with, Rs. 1,515. Mr Banerji has ad¬ 
vocated another emergency to set 
things right. But revelations before 
the Shah Commission have shown 
that the banking industry was mes¬ 
sed up only during the Emergency. 
Debashish Aich, SBI Staff Associa¬ 
tion, Dimapur. 


Whose words ? 

I REFER to the conversation Partha 
Saratbi Kar had with the Chief Mi¬ 
nister of Sikkim. Kazi Lhendup Dorjk 
(.“The issue has been settled for ever,” 
SUNDAY. May 28). I am directed 
to point out that the Chief Minister 
at no time gave the answers pur¬ 
ported to have been given by him 
tq the question: "But the Chogyal 


told me that he honestly tried to 
remove the parity system. He said 
Kazi and his Party did not take up 
the issue seriously then..." 

P. T. Gyamtso, Public Relations 
Officer, Government of Sikkim. 

Partha Sarathi Kar replies: Mr 
Dorji did give me the answer l 
transcribed in reply to the parti¬ 
cular question. The answer he 
gave me was: "Woh to aisa 
bolega. Muhse jo bolega kam 
dusra karega. Isiliay to rajdhanl 
unko chhorhna para. Government 
of India ka paisa khaya, aur usko 
lath mara. Ham sachi bolta... 
apko chahiye to hamara pas sablfi 
documents hai. Ham dekhane 
sakta. Bharat sarkar itna 420 
nahi hai..." (taped). 

Assure us, and we'll go 

I N THE article “Panchen Lama— 
Chini Bhai Bhai?" (SUNDAY, 
June 11) A. J, Singh writes: ‘‘Under 
the new policy, Tibetans have been 
allowed, for the first time since the 
Sixties, to wear their national dress, 

? o round the Central Cathedral in 
hasa, mix freely and meet their 
relatives...Some Tibetans have also 
been given higher posts..." This is 
contradictory to the actual conditions 
obtaining in Tibet. A report receiv¬ 
ed from a Nepalese trader coming 
from Lhasa on November 20, 1977 
said: “During the Saka Dawa 

(June 1, 1977, the date of the birth, 
enlightenment and parinirvana of 
Lord Buddha) many Tibetans openly 
circumambulated the Central Cathe¬ 
dral, Lhasa. Many of them were 
later arrested and imprisoned.” 

David Rogers, the chief Reuter 
correspondent in Peking visited 
Lhasa in July 1977 and wrote: 
“Lhasa, once Buddhism’s most holy 
city, is now a Chinese frontier town. 
Religion, once the dominating in¬ 
fluence of Tibetan life, has been dis¬ 
couraged to the point of virtual 
non-existence. In a week I did not 
see a single Lama on the streets. 
Freedom of faith is enshrined in the 
Chinese, constitution as guides never 
fail to point out but an ordinary 
citizen today would be unable to 
carry out the full rites demanded 
by Lamaism.” In 1977 alone 98 
refugees entered Nepal and spoke 
of the extreme food scarcity, depri¬ 
vation of basic human rights to the 
Tibetan people. 

His Holiness (the Dalai Lama) has 
repeatedly said: "If those six 

million Tibetans there are’ really 
happy and contented, we (Tibetans 
in exile) would be prepared to return 
and accept whatever status the 
majority of them ere prepared to 
grant us. But it should be establish¬ 
ed to the total satisfaction of all 
Tibetans in exile that the Tibetans in 
Tibet are completely satisfied with 
their lot.” Therefore., we would 
appreciate if Mr Singh could sub¬ 
stantiate what he wrote. 

Tempo Tsering , Deputy Secretary, 
Information Office, Central Tibetan 
Secretariat, Dharamsala. 
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The Party 
is over 



Correct, say* UDAYAN 
SHARMA. And the tun and 
games have begun. 


T HE present confusion in New 
Delhi reminds many people of 
the United Front Governments of 
1967. But if there is to be a parallel, 
the better period to relate the pre¬ 
sent goings-on would be with the 
1948-1952 period in Congress politics. 
Then too, a new experiment had 
begun, and a major tussle was on 
between the two seniormost mem¬ 
bers of the ruling Party. Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Sardar Patel were not 
too different when it came to ex¬ 
changing letters, and fighting for 
every morsel of power, both within 
the Government and within the 
Party. The story of Purshottam Das 
Tandon is well known. Just, as the 
problems then must have left many 
Indians wondering whether we would 
be able to run our country, the 
Janata Party’s supporters are today 
scared by the future. 

It would be immature to see this 
battle as only a clash of personality 
and ambition. These factors exist, 
but as added fuel. The basic cata¬ 
lyst of the disintegration is the con¬ 
flicting class interests of the erst¬ 
while constituents of the Janata 
Party. Chaudhury Charan Singh re¬ 
presents the peasant and the inter¬ 
mediate’ castes, and he has advoca¬ 
ted their cause aggressively. On the 
other hand, a Party like the Jana 
Sangh represents the trading class. 
The two have always had different 
political philosophies and lines of 
action. The Chaudhury’s politics 
splits society violently on the “back¬ 
ward-forward” line—witness what has 
happened in Bihar. The Jana Sangh 
has advocated growth within an 
united Hindu society, playing down 
the historic class tensions represen¬ 
ted by the caste system. Never have 
the peasant and the money lender 
who gave him loans, or the trader 
who bought his wheat, got on: con¬ 
flict is inevitable in such an econo¬ 
mic equation. In a sense, therefore, 
the alliance between the Chaudhury 
and the Jana Sangh was bound to 
break. This, fuelled by personal 
ambition and ego, was -bound to lead 
to a crisis in the Janata Party. 

In the last 15 months, the Jana 
Sangh has specialised in having its 
cake and eating it too. In the States, 
it supported the Chaudhury, and at 
the Centre, it supported Morarji- 
Desai. And it wanted, and got, its 
price from both sides. Its official 
posture was* as a saviour of the 
Party. Even in its relationship with 
the BLD in the States, the Jana 
Sangh always managed . to give the 
impression that it whs the BLD 
which created the problems, and the 





Jana Sangh which solved them by 
‘sacrificing’ its interests for the sake 
of unity. But quietly, in exchange 
for its ‘arbitration’, the Jana Sangh 
demanded rewards in Haryana., Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar, in addition to 
the Chief Ministership in Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Himachal Pra¬ 
desh. ft got key portfolios: Home 
and Industry in Haryana; Finance 
and Industry in Bihar. But the 
Chaudhury snubbed the Jana Sangh 
in Uttar Pradesh, by refusing to give 
it Home in return for its support to 
Bam Naresh Yadav. Endplayed on 
one side, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee 
attempted bargaining with the Prime 
Minister during the latest fight. MV' 
Morarji Desai was suddenly equally 
firm: he asked the Jana Sangh to 
make up its mind, and decide, bet- 


things turned out, most of the 
Janata nominees who got tickets in 
these seats lost). During those days, 
a lot of people made every effort 10 
see that there was no rapproachcment 
between Charan Singh and Chandra- 
shekhar: in tact, the quarrel between 
them deepened quickly, reaching a 
point where Chandrashekhar's side 
tried to dislodge the Chaudhury's 
trusted Devi Lai trom the Chief 
Ministership of Haryana. A similar 
effort was made in UP. 

Raj Narain initiated the last round 
of this battle by his public attacks 
on Chandrashekhar. But this was 
only war by proxy: nobody had any 
doubt that Raj Narain and Chandra- 
shekhar were the front men for 
Charan Singh and Morarji Desai. But 


during this crisis, while the two 
sides were organising support, and 
wondering which way the Jana 
Sangh would go, the Morarji-Chan- 
drashekhar Babuji group managed to 
outmanoeuvre the other side. It was 
Balm Jagjivan Ham who lulled the 
Chaudhury camp into false confidence. 
Babuji visited the Chaudhury at 
Suraj Kund, and gave the impression 
to the former Home Minister that tie 
Would support Charan Singh. The. 
attitude seemed to be one of ‘forget 
the past" The Chaudhury thought 
that with Babuji’s support lie could 
break with the Jana Sangh, which 
he had been wanting for some time 
but was unable to do. But after the 
meeting with the Chaudhury, Babuji 
visited the Prime Minister. At a cru¬ 
cial moment, he attacked Raj Narain, 


ween him and the Chaudhury. The 


Jana Sangh decided to back the 
Prime Minister. 

Meanwhile, the group now becom 
ing known as the Chandrashekharites, 
had been feeling the pinch of the 
Chaudhury's aggressive politics for a 
long time. In their opinion, the 
Party was losing support everywhere 
except with the intermediate castes 
because it had become totally asso 
ciated in the public mind with these 
castes. They pointed towards the 
election in Azamgarh, where only 
the ‘backward' castes had voted for 
the Janata candidate, who happened 
to be the Chaudhury’s man. This 
group, spearheaded by Surendra, 
Mohan, felt that in effect the Chau-, 
dhury had taken cvei the Party by 
initiating pro-backward-caste policies 
in UP and Bihar. A very important 
MP of this group told me on June 
25: "If Charan Singh leaves the 
Party, we can manage with the help 
of Chavan and some other Congress¬ 
men. In this case, the Home Mini¬ 
stry can go either to Babu Jagjivan 
Ram or George Fernandes or H. N. 
Bahugunn." The calculation is that 
this new-look Home Minister would 
bring the Muslims and Harijans 
back to the Janata fold, and thus 
undercut what is becoming Mrs 
Gandhi’s biggest source of strength. 
(Nobody thinks of taking the Brah¬ 
min vote away from Mrs Gandhi, 
because they feel that the Brahmins 
are totally committed to her.) Sines, 
the Harijans cannot stand the Ch£U- 
dhury, this group felt that the Parly 
could never rebuild support among 
this section as long as the Chau¬ 
dhury remained in the Government. 

TTHIS war began in March 1977. 

* Chaudhury Charan Singh consi¬ 
dered himself to be the main archi¬ 
tect of the Janata victory, but the 
crown eventually reached Morarji 
Desai's head, largely due to the 
mutual antagonism between the 
Chaudhury and Babu Jagjivan Ram. 
Charan Singh began feeling uneasy 
when he was not made the Deputy 
Prime Minister; this uneasiness found 
practical expression when the Janata 
Party President Chandrashekhar 
calmly removed 88 names from the 
Chaudhury’s list of candidates tor 
the June Assembly elections (as 








at the Janata Parliamentary Board 
meeting. George Fernandes suppor¬ 
ted this line, saying that the Party 
should reprimand Raj Narain pub¬ 
licly. It was Atal Behaii Vajpayee 
\vho toned down the official resolu¬ 
tion. Babuji took a particularly hard 
line, saying that he had agreed to 
visit the Narora camp (organised by 
the Chandrashekhar group to think 
aloud about alternatives to the 
Janata Party) though eventually he 
could not do so. Raj Narain was 
asked to explain his conduct. Only 
Rabi Ray, a hardcore Chaudhury 
supporter, noted his dissent. Though 
it was comparatively muted at this 
stage, it was the Jana Sangh’s sup¬ 
port to the PM agaisnt Raj- Narain 
that swung the game in the PM’s 
favour. 

In all this, one of the major 
winners was the intelligent II. N. 
Bahuguna. who has kept himself 
behind the scenes, but effectively 
manoeuvred the Chandrashekharites 
into forcing the exit of his main 
adversary, Chaudhury Charan Singh, 
from the Government. 

C HARAN SINGH now realised that 
the opposition was bent .upon 
driving him from office, and the 
Janata Party. Realising that the 
Raj Narain controversy was not the 
best issue for him to take a stand 
upon, he immediately shifted the 
focus and turned it on Mrs Gandhi 
with his controversial (and slightly 
Illogical, considering that he had 
been the Home Minister and directly 
responsible for dealing with Mrs 
Gandhi) letter to the Prime Minister. 
The Prime Minister was furious 
about this letter. The inevitable 
followed, and Charan Singh resign¬ 
ed, along with his dose followers. 
But with his resignation Charan 
Singh became a changed man. He 
was ill before, and had looked it— 
but suddenly on this day he seemed 
to have regained the health of his 
youth. There was a bounce in his 
step, and energy in his action. He 
gave the first hint of what his 
supporters are convinced about: if 
his health holds out, the Chaudhury 
has the better chance of winning in 
the. long run. 

There are two leaders in the 
country with a mass base—Mrs 
Indira Gandhi and Charan Singh. 
Mrs Gandhi’s support is there all 
over the country; Charan Singh’s 
following lies mainly in Uttar 
Pradesh, Haryana and Bihar. But 
»» ere , ls ,, l ? nc significant difference. - 
Mrs Gandhi’s support, at the moment, J 
is largely negative, a result of the 1 
Janalu s failures. The Chaudhury has I 
positive support—an arrogant, hard i 
working peasantry who could shake ( 
the country given the right alliance i 

with some other sections of the I 

^people. , 

On top of this, the Chaudhury wit! ! 
now adopt' a radical, populist, and 
Pro-village stance. In tact, Charan . 
bingh is mentally prepared to leave t 
the Janata Party after July 17, the 

14 


day on which he may place docu¬ 
ments against the Prime Minister’s 
son, Kanti Desai, in front of Parlia¬ 
ment. On July 18, hfe is expected 
to address a huge farmers’ rally, in 
another public display of his strength. 
He also may take a hard line against 
the RS.s (which some of his support¬ 
ers are pressing him to do), and this 
could start bringing the Muslim vote 
towards him. 

He is also preparing an economic 
blueprint for his Party which is 
radical. If you talk to him, you can 
see quite clearly that he is making 
an effort to attract the Lohia 
Socialists and build a bridge with 
regional Parties like the CPI(M) 
and tlie DMK. His economic plat¬ 
form will be anti-capitalist, anti- 
multinational, and he will charge the 
Government of being in the grip of 
monopolists who are fleecing the 
villages. He will crusade against 
corruption (be already has the re 
putation, wholly justified, of being 
honest) and Be could well expose a 
few top Janata leaders by makin n 
public the information he has gather 
on. On foreign policy, he will accusr 
.u ,92Y ernmenl of ganging up with 
the USA against the USSR. And he 
will continue his arrest-Indira theme. 

Indeed, it is .he former Jana Sangh 
which has come out worst from this 
imbroglio. For the first time it is 
displaying the schizophrenia so typi¬ 
cal of other political Parties. The 
Jana Sanghis are worried that next 
time, it might be their turn: the 
Congressmen might unite and form 
a Government on their own. There 
also seems to be a split in the Jana 
Sangh on the Charan Singh question: 
Vajpayee favours friendship with the 
Chaudhury, while Nanaji Deshmukh 
Is on the side of Chandrashekhar. 

On July 1, Charan Singh told his 
supporters on the lawns of his house 
in Delhi that the main issue in the 
next election would be ’’Gandhiism 
versus Nchruism”. There were 103 
cars parked on the road outside, 
when I went there (I counted them); 
these cars had presumably brought 
m political leaders of many varieties. 
Poor peasants were spread otut across 
his lawn. The hawks among his 
supporters heckled five Jana Sangh 
MPs who came to visit the 
Chaudhury. The whole picture seem¬ 
ed to be one of confidence; and the 
old man himself was looking fighting 
fit. 


Comparatively, the other camp 
seems to be in some confusion after 
its Initial victory. One difference Is 
that while on the Chaudhury's side 
(just as on Mrs Gandhi’s side) there 
is only one general, the other Janata 
camp has at least five, all planning 
separate strategies. And most of. 
the people in the Morarjl camp lack 
vision and initiative. Inevitably, 
there is jealousy and lack of trust 
at the top—this camp continues to 
suffer from all the problems of a 
coalition Government. It remains t6 
be seen whether all the leaders will 
be happy with their new statuses, 



or soon begin asking for more. It 
is certain that the ruling group will 
announce time-bound "progressive" 
policies; the question remains about 
whether it will be able to convince 
the people that it can govern 
and implement its promises. There 
is great-scope/for further disintegra¬ 
tion within the Janata—the Jana 

iu llk /j ly „ ,b . make their "ext 
target the old Socialists like George 
Fernandes and Madhu Dandavate, 
whose antipathy towards the RSS and 
tnc aeepak is not exactly a secret. 

A" 1 * the former Congressmen are 
still afraid of the Jana Sangh, and 
coulc begin tlteir efforts to isolate 

s H? oca ! e * h « Sangh to 

such ah extent that they have no 
alternative but to leave the Party 

Wh° U ^ e Vf M Cha “dhury Charan 
Singh and Raj Narain is not the end 
but the beginning. The 
Party is over, 



Last day at Suraj Kund 


MADHU JAIN went to Suraj 
Kund on the day the 
Chaudhury resigned and left 
the summer retreat. 


/"''HAUDHURY Cbaran Singh walk* 
V’ed on to the grassy incline behind 
the Suraj Kund motel on the eve of 
his rather sudden departure from 
lus convalescing battle camp* Fol¬ 
lowing him, almost in a line, was 
of brood of chickens who persisted 
a good two hundred yards before 
they scattered. 

Where would this foil looking 


man with a soft shuffle of a walk 
lead them? The chicks or his more 
regular followers might well have 
wondered on the former Home Min¬ 
ister’s last day at Suraj Kund. Be¬ 
hind the closed glass doors of the 
private rooms of his guarded by 
hefty Jat sentinels of the Haryana 
Police (the plainclothesmen trying 
hard to hide their formidable mus¬ 
cles beneath their kurtas or near¬ 
safari suits) the brooding leader 
was planning. Resting, his men bad 
told us. 

The men from Charan Singh ter¬ 
ritory inside the small verandah 
leading from his rooms which were 
closed off to the outsiders appeared 
to be in the dark. What was this 


leader to do next? The men (most 
obvious were those from Devi Lai 
country; their accents and builds 
gave them away) shook their heads 
in unison; as if in a wake or fune¬ 
ral. ‘‘The Government is finished,” 
moaned one of them. “There is no 
Raj without the Chaudhury," said 
the second. The third shook his 
.ead even more vigorously and said 
liat he was sitting with a Lieutenant 
1 >eneral who, on hearing the news 
that the Prime Minister was going 
to ask Mr Charan Singh to resign, 
had said that this was “the end of 
the Janata Party” The fourth, in 
sparkling white, whispered almost 
conspiratorially: lowering his voice 
to sound prophetic: "There will be 
Violence in North Uttar Pradesh.” 

15 


Kama) Sakai 




If not prophetjc, his remark is 
well timed. For. though militancy 
was far from the faces of these 
men in this tiny corridor of power 
it was certainly all there in the 
free and voices of some 200 young 
mei who suddenly surged forward. 
T1 had been waiting on the frin¬ 
ge- 't the battleground for a signal 
from their leader: The surge almost 
coincided, a study in contrast ; in 
terms of speed, from the emerging 
former Minister, who walked calmly 
forward. 

Militancy was certainly not miss¬ 
ing from this group of young people, 
which had waited nil day for 
Charan Singh to give his resignation 
statement. One of the many huddled 
over the tables in the restaurant, 
just below the motel, said, “We are 
waiting for a sign from the Chau- 
dhury Sahib, then we will come; 
five, lakhs of us.” Another, a bit 
older than the rest, said, “Just let 
Madhu Limaye and George Fernan¬ 
des join us, then we shall see who 
has more of a 'left' image!" (He 
was referring to the 'leftism’ of the 
Charidrashekhar group.) 

The force with which they moved 
forward was almost like a small 
hurricane. The numbers were not 
that large, but, for a moment, the 
inner core of the Chaudhury’s sup¬ 
porters were worried it ' the 
“Charan Singh Zindabad, N- 'rji 
Bhai Murdabad” shouting a 
might get out of hand. “Don’t 
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do it,” said one of the peace-keep¬ 
ing iron men, “we don’t want law¬ 
lessness.” 

The glass doors to the room 
where the Chaudhury was to deliver 
his statement to the Press were now 
closed. It was the time for the 
Press corps languishing at Suraj 
Kund (some of them pepped up by 
beer before they came) to take 
over. The conference never did 
take place in this room where all 
the TV men had done countless re¬ 
hearsals. The show moved on to 
the lawns. 

There were two simultaneous 
Press conferences. The larger, more 
closed, circle of Pressmen almost 
seemed to gherao the former Home 
Minister. The other was a more 
open circle, around the bouncy Mr 
Raj Narain dressed that day in his 
usual battle dress but wearing see- 
through socks (so much the in thing 
these days with the executives of 
the affluent West). 

While the crowd around the soft- 
spoken Mr Charan Singh strained 
to hear every word about his resig¬ 
nation and future plans, the others 
did not have to bother. Mr Narain’s 
booming voice sounded as if it 
came from a loud-speaker. The 
former Health Minister did not 
even have a microphone. And thus, 
his statement accusing the Govern¬ 
ment of “international conspiracy" 
and other cloak-and-dagger stuff 


had in it the thunder of mountain- 
top preaching. Devi Lai’s son, in his 
asides to some of the Pressmen, 
was more restrained but as militant: 
“We’ll see who can rule if the 
Chaudhury goes.” 

The two men: one tall and lean 
with a voice which hardly rises 
above a whisper; the other short 
and fat, are a study in contrast; in 
the eyes of the Chaudhury’s oppo¬ 
nents this was the indigenous pair, 
Don Quixote and Sancho Panza, 
moving on to another episode in 
their quest. 

As the sun began to set, with the 
Pressmen almost all gone, the 
hordes in khadi and white began dis¬ 
persing. The Chaudhury left his 
summer battle retreat in a freshly 
painted ambulance of Ram Manohar 
Lohia Hospital (more famous as 
Willingdon Hospital). 

The deserted motel became an 
invisibile ruin in the shadow of the 
ruins of Tuglakabad Fort. What re¬ 
mained bore the tell-tale signs of 
the end of a party , empty cups of 
tea, ashes and yes, files—but even 
their number had dwindled. The 
Sardarji in control of Suraj 
Kund and Chunni Lai, the only 
waiter serving the needs of the 
Chaudhury and allowed into his 
suite, had lived their few days of 
instant fame in the « ye of a storm 
which had abated a while before 
it moved on. 


ipu nufipL: 




I will continue to fight political 
corruption : Charan Singh 


UDAYAN SHARMA meets 
the former Home Minister 
and Chandrashekhar, 


I was meeting him after two 
months although l had a glimpse of 
Chaudhary Charan Singh cm June 9 
when he was leaving AllMS for 
Suraj Kund. 

When t met him at 7 AM. on the 
morning of June 28, he wait engros¬ 
sed in reading a daily newspaper. 
The man with an iron will was sit¬ 
ting in the verandah with a vulner¬ 
able heart. But there was determi¬ 
nation on his face. In the beautiful, 
sylvan surrounding of Suraj Kund, 
he looked like a wounded tiger 
itching for a kill. 


Q: To a common man (he present 
crisis within the Janata Party is a 
crisis of temperaments only, but what 
are the basic differences? 

A: The Janata Party is facing its 
moment of truth. The crisis has been 
building in the Party for some time. 
The tragedy is that the leadership, 
instead of facing the situation squa¬ 
rely and analysing the causes and 
rededicating themselves to the 
commitment made to the people, 
is trying to find scapegoats. It is 
raising technical and secondary issu¬ 
es like discipline while a section of 
this leadership did not feel shy to 
encourage destabilisation in Janata- 
run States. The main targets of these 
elements were Karpoori Thakur, 
Ramnaresh Yadav and Devi Lai 

No Party, however disciplined or 
united it may be, can serve the peo¬ 
ple if it loses its moorings. Unfor¬ 


tunately this is what is happening 
to the Janata Party. People of this 
country reposed their massive confi¬ 
dence in us to achieve certain che¬ 
rished objectives. Alas! Some of our 
Party leaders after entering office 
started working against those ob¬ 
jectives. 

Q: Do you think that the present 
composition and the policies of 
Janata Party would be able to curb 
the increasing influence of Mrs In¬ 
dira Gandhi? 

A: The real threat comes from 
the forces represented by Indira 
Gandhi. Even so, if the Janata Party 
is to save itself and fulfill the great 
natioiiAl tasks placed upon it by 
history, the leadership must not be 
allowed to sidetrack the basic issues. 
The issue is not the so-called ‘indisci¬ 
pline’ (and only for a few people) 


'In the Government I was 
surrounded by corrupt people' 


WHEN l met him once again on 
July 1, l was surprised to see him. 
He was quite healthy and there 
were no signs of the aftereffects 
of the heart attack. He was in a 
ftgfitiny mood. It was as if the 
change from Suraj Kund to his 
home at Race Course Road had 
totally transformed him. 


Q: How do you feel at this 
point when the Janata Govern¬ 
ment and Party are facing their 
flint major crisis ? 

A: I feel relieved. In the Gov¬ 
ernment I was surrounded by 
many corrupt persons. The poli¬ 
cies of the Government were anti 
agriculturist, anti-artisans and 
anti-people, but I had to share 
the blame unnecessarily. Now I 
can fight for my poor peasantry 
and artisans. And this present 
crisis is not my doing. 

Q: What will be your future 
course of action? Would the re¬ 
cent developments effect the 
future of the country? 

As Why not? The future of 
this country will definitely be 
affected. Rut I can assure you we 
Will not take any such step which 
will barm it. Immediately, I will 
fight for the arrest and trial of 
Indira Gandhi. Next, my plans are 
to fight against multinationals, big 


business and big industries, the 
capitalists and the capitalist sys¬ 
tem of this country. I am fully 
aware that by my policy state¬ 
ments I have made enemies of 
tycoons and businessmen at home 
and abroad. 


Q: Who do you blame for 
this crisis? 

A: I blame myself for this 
crisis. I made wrong choices. 1 
have committed two serious mis 
takes. First the mistake of having 
made Morarji Desai' the P.M. and 
secondly the mistake of having 
agreed to Chandrashekhar be¬ 
coming the president of the Party. 


Q: Have you and other Janata 
leaders played into the hands of 
Indira Gandhi? 

A: No, I have not played Into 
her hands but I have been trap¬ 
ped by her. My detractors in the 
Janata Party have played into her 
hands. The proof is the way Con¬ 
gress (I) leader Jagannath Mishra 
Has congratulated Morarjibhai bn 
my resignation. I have ample 
proof to believe that yesterday 
she assured these chaps that the 
Congress (l) will support them in 
Lok Sabha in any crisis against 
Charan Singh. Then, Mr Jag- 
jivan Ram was the person who 
moved the Emergency resolution 
in the Parliament even though he 
was not the Home Minister. And 
even after 15 months as a Janata 


Party Minister he has never criti¬ 
cized the imposition of Emergen¬ 
cy. He has said that prolonging 
the Emergency was wrong but fie 
is yet to criticize the imposition of 
Emergency. These are the people 
who have been taking a sott bno 
towards Indira Gandhi. You can 
analyse yourself who has played 
into her hands. 

Q: Chaudhury Sahib now you 
are not the Home Minister. There¬ 
fore you have no Cabinet or Gov¬ 
ernmental responsibility. Even 
your P.M: has a dividing line bet¬ 
ween personal views and official 
views, as he pleaded during the 
Sikkim controversy. Do yon feel 
there should be a debate on Cen¬ 
tre-State relations? What are your 
personal views? 

A: First I should make my 
point dear that I believe in a 
strong Centre and the status quo 
with certain alterations. But my 
personal opinion is that there Is 
no harm in having a debate on 
this issue. The Centre-State rela¬ 
tionship is a very delicate rela¬ 
tionship. The Centre should win 
over the confidence of States. So 
I feel we should have a debate 
on this issue. It will clear the mis¬ 
understanding, because face to 
face talks always help in building 
the nation. I strongly feel there is 
no harm in having a debate on 
the Centre-State relationship 
issue. It will help everybody. 
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Char'an Singh with trnfo, Girja Devi: Lull before the storm? 


within the Party. Issues are those 
which relate to the fulfilment of our 
commitments to serve the poor rural 
people, to root out forces of dicta¬ 
torship and sources of corruption. 
Those who havp only skin-deep com 
mitments to these ideals should have 
no place in the Party. Without such 
elements, the Party would become 
morally stronger to face the challen¬ 
ges of Indira Gandhi. 


Q: Why do you feel that Mrs 
Gandhi should be tried before a 
special court? 

A: l am strongly in favour of 
such a court for trying Indira Gan¬ 
dhi for offences that will be made 
out by the investigating agencies on 
the basis of the Shah Commission’s 
findings and other cases investigated 
by the CBI. 1 feel that overwhel¬ 
ming legal opinion supports the view 
that the Government has the power 
to constitute a special court with the 
approval of the Parliament, And l 
think it is not purely a legal ques¬ 
tion. but’ has considerable political 
Implications. If the people begin to 
feel—as they have started to feel— 
that the Janata Government is in¬ 
capable of handling an individual 
they are unlikely to have faith in 
the capacity of the Government to 
tackle the problems facing the 
country. 

Q: Who arf opposing the Idea of 
a special court? 

A: Very few persons. Our Party 
was formed by merging five consti¬ 
tuents. The driving force for the 
unity was to fight authoritarianism 
and bring to book the main culprit of 
the Emergency, But we find deter¬ 
mined efforts to soft-pedal the whole 


issue. The reason for this soft atti¬ 
tude is the nostalgic memories that 
some people have with whom (Mrs 
Gandhi’s) ties are still strong. Be¬ 
cause of this, it is not surprising 
that' some of them have started 
talking openly of reuniting all Con¬ 
gressmen. 

Q: Are you ready for an open 
inquiry against your relatives? 

A: Yes. Why not? The Janata 
Party has yet another promise to 
keep with the people. We had 
opposed the rampant corruption of 
the previous regime and vowed to 
root it out from high plates. AS 
Home Minister, 1 have been' trying 
in my humble way to root out cor¬ 
ruption from all high places. But my 
efforts have been brought to nought 
because much more powerful forces 
are protecting corruption. As far as 
1 am concerned I am ready for an 
open inquiry against my family mem¬ 
bers. I would be directly responsi¬ 
ble for those who stay with me. 
Others who do not stay with me can 
Ik- brought to bonk by common law 
if found guilty. I welcome your sug¬ 
gestion. 

Q: Hid you ever write to the 

P.M. about reports of alleged cor¬ 
ruption against Kantl Desai? 

(A typical Charan Singh smile with 

a wolfish look and no answer). 

Q: The Janata Party bad com¬ 
mitted itself to a change in the 
entire orientation of economic poli¬ 
cies and planning. Has It made any 
progress in that direction? 

A: A little has been done which 
Is of no use for a common man. The 
old order continues and the gap be¬ 
tween the poor and the rich is widen¬ 


ing. Our Party promised to change 
the entire orientation of economic 
policies bill those in power pay only 
lip service to the policy. The old 
vested interests of big business con¬ 
tinue to hold sway in the Janata 
Government. In the last 15 months 
a majority of policies decided by the 
Central Government subserved tin- 
interests of big business. The poor 
peasantry of the country continues 
to remain exploited. Prices of agri¬ 
cultural produce. particularly of 
sugar cane, cotton and tobacco slum- 
ed in the last one year as never 
efore. This is the result of credit 
policies, pricing policies and budge¬ 
tary policies. The political will of 
the Janata Party has been subverted 
by a small clique in the Government 
who control the critical instrument 
of economic policies. The cat is out 
of the bag when a Janata Party 
leader opposes the proposal to take 
over a Birla-owned company. This 
■ company gets electricity at subsidised 
rates when poor peasants are made 
to pay through their nose. The big 
busirfess lobbyists have to be weeded 
out of the Janata Party, if it is to 
become an instrument of serving the 
poor rural people of "the country. 

Q: If you are deprived of the 
Home Ministership, would you like 
to stay in the Party ? 

A : After that humiliation it will 
be more difficult for me to remain in 
the Party. But I will not leave the 
organisation if 1 am ousted due to 
my own mistakes. 

Q; If you are forced to take a 
drastic decision what would be the 
line of action, because it seems your 
detractors are determined to drive 
you out of tke Janata Party ? 



A : tt all depends on the circums¬ 
tances prevailing then. I can only 
make a honest promise to the people 
of this country that t will not do 
anything which might harm the in¬ 
terests of the country. That promise 
1 make. 

Q: Are you ready to leave the 
Party ? 

A : T have never cared for the 
office. To fight corruption, T can 
leave anything. As your question is 
hypothetical, so is my answer. I am 


always ready to face difficult situa¬ 
tions with boldness and honesty. 

Q: In case you leave the Party 
how many will follow you ? 

A: (Bursts out laughing) How 
many will follow me? I don't believe 
in counting heads. When I left the 
Congress in 1967 only 17 MI.As came 
out with me. What counts to me are 
my people, the peasantry and the poor 
artisans who love me immensely and 
for whom I have worked throughout 
my political career. Sorry, I don’t 


believe in unity for stagnation, unity 
for inactivity, unity for the sake of 
corruption. I am ready to fight a 
lonely battle against corruption and 
other evils. I waged a theoretical 
battle against Nehru within the Con¬ 
gress when none of the bigwigs 
supported me. In my politics num¬ 
bers do not matter. I had fought 
against political corruption. 1 will' 
continue to fight against these ele¬ 
ments. Either 1 will be finished or I 
will cut them to size. I believe in 
action not in inaction. 


'To retain Charan Singh, we 
cannot tolerate indiscipline' 


Meeting Chandrashekhar jlist after 
seeing Charan Singh in Suraj 'Kund 
was an interesting contrast. While the 
Home Minister was perturbed and 
agitated, Chandrashekhar was a pic¬ 
ture of fatigue and boredom. He 
spoke m a soft tone. 


Q: To a common man the pre¬ 
sent crisis within the Janata Party 
is a crisis of temperaments only. 
But what are the basic differences? 

A: 1 don’t know about basic 
differences, but a Parly cannot sur¬ 
vive without some sort o' discipline. 
I have been repeatedly trying to 
explain my stand that there should 
be some limit to criticism in public. 
You can call it a temperamental 
difference or whatever you under¬ 
stand. I have been only pleading 
for discipline in Uie. Party. 

Q: Do you think the present 
composition and the policies of the 
Janata Party will be able to curb 
the increasing influence of Mrs In¬ 
dira Gandhi? 

A: I don’t agree that there Is 
any increase in tha influence of 
Indira Gandhi. And the Janata 
Party does not want to curb the 
influence of. any individual. The 
Janata Party was formed to solve 
certain pioblems of the nation. If 
these problems are solved by the 
Janata Party, then the influence of 
Indira Gandhi will decrease. I am 
of the opinion that the Party has. 
got the capacity and attitude to 
solve those problems. When these 
problems are solved nobody will be 
able to exploit the frustration and 
despair among the people. And I 
think the Janata Party is capable 
of delivering the goods. 

<1: By your internal squabbling, 
aren’t you people handing over po¬ 
wer to Indira Gandhi on a platter? 

A; No internal squabble offers 
power to any other person nor does 
any internal unity preserve power. 
I have said many times that there 
was no infernal squabbling in the 
Congress Parly in 1977 and in spite 
of that they could not retain po¬ 
wer. Internal squabbling or unity 
don’t decide the Future of the 
Party. The future of the Party, is 


Implementation of its declared poli¬ 
cies. 

Q: There is a strong rumour that 
Chandrashekhar and company want 
to drive Charan Singh out of the 
Janata Party. Any comments? 

A : i have no idea of such a move. 
At least I don’t want anybody out 
and I very specially would like 
Chaudhary Charan Singh to stay in 
the Party. But it does not mean 
that in order to retain Charan Singh 
in the Party we should tolerate all 
types of indiscipline from other peo¬ 
ple. Nothing has been done against 
Charan Singh. Why should he sup¬ 
port those people? 

Q: Why have you singled out 
Raj Narain? Ram Dhan had also 
condemned George Fernandes on 
June 4 when he said llbal George 
Fernandes was working as Charan 
Singh’s agent. 

A: Nobody has been singled out. 
Everybody who has done something 
or said something against the Party 
leadership has been asked to ex¬ 
plain his behaviour. Some indivi¬ 
duals were challenging the very 
authority of the Party, the very 
existence of the Parliamentary 
Board. So they cannot be treated at 
par with others. 

Q: You say that Jayaprakashjl 
should not be dragged into Party 
affairs. Can you count the recent 
visits to Patna of you and your 
friends in Janata Party and spell out 
the purpose? 

A: I have been reiterating again 
and again that he should not be 
dragged into these matters. lie is 
above all these matters. JP should 
make himself available always not 
only for the guidance of the Farty 
but for the whole nation for solving 
the basic problems which are being 
faced by the country. People should 
meet hint and seek guidance from 
him but he should not be dragged 
into day to day problems and 
minor problems where people 
stoop so low. 

Q: Do you see any possibility of 
Charan Singh quitting tjie Party? 


What would be the after-effect in 
that case? 

A: 1 don’t answer any hypothe¬ 
tical questions. But you should ask 
this question to Chaudhary Charan 
Singh. 

<1: Do you also feel that Indira 
Gandhi should be tried by an ordi¬ 
nary court? Why not in a special 
court? * 

A: I feel the law should be. 
allowed to take its own course. It 
is my personal view that no citizen 
should be given any special treat¬ 
ment. So she should be tried in 
an ordinary court, not in a special 
court. Every citizen should be trea¬ 
ted at par as far as the law is con¬ 
cerned. 

Q: The Janata Party had com¬ 
mitted itself to change the entire 
orientation of economic policies and 
planning. Do you see any progress 
towards that direction? The Home 
Minister’s claim is that the Party 
has moved backwards. What is yoitr 
opinion? 

A: 1 fail to understand how peo¬ 
ple who are in the Government are 
making all types of claims about 
different policies. It is not true that 
the Janata Party has not moved 
forward in that direction. If any 
member of the Government feels 
that the Party is not implementing 
the promised programme, lie should 
express himself on the Party’s plat 
form. 

Q: On the surface it seems the 
present crisis is a quarrel between 
you and Raj Narain but Insiders 
claim It is a direct confrontation by 
proxy between the PM and the 
Home Minister. Is it ,so? 

A: I never treat a person on 

personal terms as far as the Party's 

working is concerned. And i never 
deal with Itaj Narain on personal 
terms. I may or may not be a 

competent president, hut as long as 
1 am the president of the Party, I 
shall have to maintain a certain de¬ 
corum and uphold principles of the 
Party. And at least I am not a 

Tiroxy. 
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The Chaudhury's "mistakes" 


'T’llF. (rains and tensions began at the very beginning, 
" ,a days .Iter Mrs Indira Gandhi announced 

her decision to go to the polls, the leaders of the then 
Opposition Parties met in Delhi to discuss ways of giving 
the lady a joint fight. None except the BLD chief, Mr 
Charan Singh, was anxious for a merger. To Mr Morarji 
Desai the very idea looked like a positive sin, and even 
those in the Congress (O) who were willing to talk 
about it would do so on their own terms. Though the 
Congress (O) had been reduced to a virtual cipher, its 
leaders talked haughtily about the long history and tra¬ 
dition of the Congress. If there was to be a merger 
let the others merge with the Congress (O), they 
insisted. 

That was anathema to Chaudhury Charan Singh 
who just did not believe in joining any Party of which 
he was not the chief. The Jana Sangh, mysterious as 
ever, was careful not to show its hand. But it appeared 
the Party leadership was agreeable to any step that 
would create a joint front against Mrs Gandhi. The 
debacle of the 1974 U.P. Assembly elections had con¬ 
vinced the Jana Sangh ideologues that the Party by it¬ 
self could not go beyond the point it had reached. 
Wiliy-niliy the Party had come to be branded as a “com¬ 
munal and reactionary" organisation—a Party of “shop¬ 
keepers.” The leaders had to give themselves a secular, 
progressive image if they were to make any further 
headway in the country’s politics. The Party’s base had 
to be enlarged, it had to live down its stigma. 

It was Mr Jayaprakash Narayan’s threat which for¬ 
ged a decision. “Either merge or I shall have nothing 
to do with the elections," came the message from Patna. 
At the height of the Bihar movement, Mr Narayan had 
taken Mrs Gandhi’s challenge to face general elections 
and had declared that it would be a fight between the 
lady on the one side and “all the rest" on the other. 

Mr Charan Singh was a happy man when the idea 
of the Janata Party was finally accepted. He seemed 
to have taken it for granted that he would he the natural 
choice for chairman of the Party. Who else had striven 
so hard for it ? He could hardly bear the shock when 
his own BLD comrade, Mr. Piloo Mody, proposed the 
name of Mr Morarji Desai for chairmanship. “You 
didn’t propose my name because-you are also a Gujarati," 
the furious Chaudhury later accused Mr Mody. It was 
as though his whole life had been wasted. That is what 
he told his close circle at the IF.P. Nivas, who prodded 
him to go it alone. But which Opposition leader in 
January 1977 had the morale or the guts to fight the 
lady alone ? Indeed, many of them had all the time 
been striving for a rapprochement with her. Even the 
great Chaudhury himself had written a conciliatory 
letter to Mrs Gandhi just five days before she announced 
the elections, and his aides had been holding clandestine 
parleys with leaders who had established a pipeline with 
the "caucus”. And Mr Charan Singh was now claiming 
to be the founder of the Janata Party. He was furious 
at having been let down. 


But the smooth-gloved operators of the Jana Sangh 
managed to mollify the BLD chief with sweet promises. 
They told him Mr Desai was only being made the 
‘Barooah of Janata Party” and it was he who would 
become the Party’s Mrs Gandhi. After consultations with 
his inner circle, Mr Charan Singh agreed, to be the De¬ 
puty Chairman on one condition—that he would be the 
supremo commander of the battle in the northern States. 


The battle won, he thought he would be the un¬ 
questioned choice for the throne seized from Mrs Gandhi. 
Hadn t the Jana Sangh leaders promised it to him ? 
But as he blamingly tells his men even today, not one 
of them even suggested his name when he himself lay 
helpless in the Wilhngdon Hospital Instead, his great 
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Sancho Panza, Raj Narain, played on his deep-rooted aller¬ 
gy towards Mr Jagjivan Ram and Mr H. N. Bahuguna and 
persuaded him to throw in his weight on the side of 
Mr Desai. “That was the first great mistake I commit¬ 
ted,” bemoans Mr Charan Singh now. 

His “second great mistake” was to allow Mr Chandra- 
shekhar to become the president of the Janata Party. 
Having lost the crown, he had wanted the chairmanship 
of the Party for his own man, and had suggested the 
name of Mr. Karpoori Thakur. He could perhaps have 
got his way but for the “directive” from JP. If Mr. 
Jagjivan Ram can never forgive Mr Narayan for having 
“cheated” him of the Prime Ministership, nor can Mr 
Charan Singh ever forgive JP for having “foisted” Mr 
Chandrashekhar as the President of the Janata Party. 
“Who Is this Chandrashekhar? How dare he preside over 
a Party which you created?” his supporters angrily 
asked him. But as it happened, Mr Charan Singh was 
hustled into accepting Mr Chandrashekhar, partly be¬ 
cause he was told that Mr Chandrashekhar would be a 
mere figurehead and he the “supremo.” 

Having commanded the Janata Party to unprece¬ 
dented success in the Lok Sabha elections, Mr Charan 
Singh was confident that nobody could challenge his 
supremacy in the northern States. The Jana Sangh, 
which had come back as the biggest single group was all 
too anxious to play ball with him, because it could see 
that a BLD-Jana Sangh axis in the northern States could 
prove invincible—a mutually profitable alliance. 

MR CHARAN SINGH’s first big clash with the Party 
. leadership came on the eve of the Assembly elec¬ 
tions of 1977. He had expected the same supremacy 
again and had begun distributing tickets as he chose, 
<Mit found that he was no longer the supreme boss. His 
blood boiled when the Party president chopped 86 names 
from his list for Uttar Pradesh, a '9mte which he had 
come to believe was as much his fief as Meerut once 
was. How dare anybody question him in Uttar Pradesh? 
A great one at writing resignation letters, he promptly 
sent on his resignation as “observer” of Uttar Pradesh 
and withdrew from the Ejection Commission his letter 
authorizing the BLD symbol to the Janata Party. He 
thought this would be enough to cow them down. But 
contrary to his expectations, the Party leadership took a 
tough line and issued him an ultimatum. Mr Charan 
Singh’s “gun-point politics” having failed, Mr Raj Narain 
flew like Prospero’s Ariel to the Party office, retrieved 
the resignation letter and tore it up. 

But this had only been the beginning of the tug-of- 
war between the two camps. The tensions were aggra¬ 
vated after Mr Charan Singh began propounding his 
anti-Nehru theories, saying that the 36 years of Congress 
rule had been a complete waste.. Though he bimsett 
had been in the Congress till 1967, he could claim to 
have fought Jawaharlal Nehru on the question of co¬ 
operative farming and could bring out heaps of ok) 
correspondence with Nehru to prove, how genuine his 
anti-Nehru stance always was. Then came the faux pas 
of Mrs Gandhi’s arrest. The upshot was a slow but 
steady polarisation in the Janata Party, with the CFD 
CbandttMhebhar group already ranged against 
Mr Charan Singh. 

Mr Charan Singh’s one big miscalculation was about 
the Jana Sangh strategy. He could not-see the “limited 
nature” of the Jana Sangb-BLD axis. It was bn the 
strength of the Jana Samjh’s support that he bulldosed 
the dissidents in the northern States, and this gave him 
the impression that the Jana Sangh support 4o^lttm was 
for ever. That was his third—-and biggest— mistake. 

JANARDAN THAKUR 



Will the Jana Sangh BLD 
alliance hold? 


I T was the last day of June. Around 
midnight, the Janata Party 
President Mr Chandrashekhar was 
busy with Comrade Bbajan Lai, Mrs 
Sushma Swaraj, Shanker Lai and 
others, chalking out ways and means 
to topple the 13-month-old Govern¬ 
ment of Devi Lai, This was their 
third attempt to overthrow the 
Haryana Ministry. On earlier 
occasions, their plans and con¬ 
spiracies had misfired and Devi Lai 
had emerged victorious. But this 
time, the situation seemed different 
as Charan Singh was out of power 
and harassed. So, while the Jana 
Sangh MP Mukhtiyar Singh was 
supporting the dissidents' move to 
bring a no-confidence motion against 
Devi Lai, the Chief Minister was 
consulting his boss, Chinan Singh. 
Later, Devi Lai flew to Chandigarh 
and met the Governor for an hour 
and came back to Delhi. This gave 
rise to the speculation that the CM 
may ask for the dissolution of the 
Haryana Assembly, and Charan 
Singh might force an election in the 
State to test his popular support 
and strength. 

When the Jana Snngh came to 
know about this, around 1.30 in the 
night, they also joined the dissidents 
in a bid to pre-empt Devi Lai. Mr 
Chandrashekhar was delighted over 
the development. And, according to 
a source, sweels were distributed to 
all present. After their meeting 
with Chandrashekhar. 13 Jana Sangh 
MLAs came at the residence of Y. 
D Sharma. But here they were 
briefed that they must not take any 
action against Devi Lai and they 
should refrain from making any 
statement against the Chief Minister. 
Meanwhile, the top brass of the 
Jana Sangh succeeded in persuading 


Devi Lai not to advise the Governor 
to dissolve the Assembly and pro 
cipitnte the situation. Devi Lai was 
also informed that the Jana Sangh 
had already suffered a lot at his 
hands in the case of the Rohtak 
Medical College, and its rank and 
tile was agitated over the issue. So 
any such action was likely to cause 
a complete split between the BLD 
and the Jana Sangh. 

Devi Lai agreed, after consulting 
his mentor. Hut the harm had been 
done by that time. Rumours were 
limited that the Jana Sangh had 
withdrawn its support to the former 
BL.D group in llaryana and now it 
was the turn of Uttar Pradesh, 
where the Jana Sangh had- nol been 
given the Home portfolio despite 
assurances by Charan Singh. A 
similar fate was predicted lor Bihar 
also. 

OURCES close to the Jana Sangh 
say this was all part of a cons¬ 
piracy to throw the BLD group out 
of power. After most Charan Singh 
supporters 1 in the Ministry — Biju 
Patnaik, H. M. Patel, Dhanik Lai 
Mandal and Bhanu Pratap Singh — 
withdrew tbeir support to him. the 
former Young Turks and the CFD 
faction dragged the Prime Minister 
in. Krishna Kant declared : '‘The 
attack on Chandrashekhar is an at¬ 
tack on Morarji Desai.’ Observers 
note that the same language was 
used by Mrs Gandhi when she said 
in December 1976 : “The attack on 
Sanjay is really an attack on me.” 

However, it was the Chaudhury's 
infamous statement that dug bis 
grave. Atal Behari Vajpayee realised 
that his attempts to work out a 
respectable retreat had been in vain. 


At Ihe same time, the Jana ~-an;.,h 
also realised that after the Chau- 
Jhuiy it could he them To think 
this out, the Jana Sangh’s politbureau 
held a secret meeting on July 1 at 
Jhandewalan — RSS headquarters — 
and decided that Jana Sangh MLAs 
in Haryana. If.P. and Bihar must, 
support the BLD leadership uncondi¬ 
tionally and must nol put any de¬ 
mands or ask for any concessions. 

For the Jana Sangh, this is a stra¬ 
tegic retreat : if the Jana Sangh- 
BLD partnership breaks, the latter 
has much more to lose. For petty 
gains, the Jana Sangh does not re¬ 
quire the BLD's support at the Cen 
tre or in the States. In Madhya 
Pradesh, in a House of 320, tbe 
Janata Party has 230 MLAs, of 
which 151 belong to the Jana Sangh. 
The BLD is virtually non-existent 
there and in Himachal Pradesh. Delhi 
and Rajasthan. On the other hand, 
the Jana Sangh’s 13 MLAs could 
certainly bring down tbe Devi Lai 
Government in HJiyana. In U P., the 
dummy Chief Minister set up by 
Charan Singh cannot survive another 
battle ot strength without the help 
of the Jana Sangh. whose strength 
is about 95. What is worse, the re¬ 
cent trial of strength showed that 
30 BLD MLAs have now gone over 
to the dissident leadei, S P. Mala- 
viya. fn Bihar also, Karpoori Thakur 
needs Jana Sangh support to sur¬ 
vive. Both the BLD and the Jana 
Sangh realise this. 

HARISH GUPTA 


Due to shortage of space M. J. 
AKBAR’s article has been held 
over till the next issue. 







Janata has been a Total Failure 


Say* C. S. K. REDDY, lifelong Socialist who, 
along with Mr. George Feme ides, was iro* 
risoned during the Emergency in the Baroda 
ynemite Case. He recalls the black days of 
the Emergency and expresses shock at how 
quickly the people have been made to for¬ 
get the cruel past, thanks to the Janata's 
internal squabbles and a distressing lack of 
direction. _ 

I T IS now over three years since Mrs Gandhi decided 
to clamp down a second Emergency, imprisoned tens 
of thousands of her political opponents, teachers, stu¬ 
dents, lawyers, other professionals and practically every¬ 
one who she considered to be potentially troublesome. 
She banned all political activity except such as 
she sponsored and maintained, Goebbel-like, with 
a tissue of lies. She also banned legitimate 

trade union activity, except again such as she 
sponsored through her trusted minions. Through a 

rapid series of legislative and executive acts, she strip¬ 
ped the country and the people of all democratic and 
human rights-. She however maintained a facade oil 
democracy through a captive Parliament, and a tightly 
controlled Press. 

Never in history has a short period of three years 

witnessed such radical changes in the mood and life of 

a people, as we have seen since the Black Day of June 
25, 1973. .Never, in such a short span has despair turned 
to hbpe, and back to despair again. 

Within a few days of the crackdown, the political 
Opposition, the intellectual and the professional, and all 
those who had sworn to hound her out of office, were 
prostrate. Some of them, the intellectual and the jour¬ 
nalist in particular, became apologists. Some among 
the politicians were willing to negotiate with the dicta¬ 
tor, to retrieve "something from the ashes”. The coura¬ 
geous and the determined who dciied her through satyg- 
graha were all picked up to fill the already overflowing 
jails. With the arrest of people like George Fernandes 
and me, who believed in and practised extra-constitu¬ 
tional methods, and with the self-exile of people like 
Subramaniam Swamy, the light had practically gone out. 
Despair stalked the land, although self-appointed nego¬ 
tiators who were outside jails, were busy negotiating a 
surrender. 

That was the situatiun when Mrs Gandhi called for 
elections to regain at least some of her legitimacy and 
credibility, fh doing this, she ran no risk. With the 
militant Opposition safely in jail, and those who were 
still fred, demoralised and willing for any compromise, 
she felt certain of a massive mandate. Neither Mrs 
Gandhi, "or the Opposition which had combined in the 
Janata i rty, thought that the illiterate and unenlight¬ 
ened village rustic, for whom they had nothing but con¬ 
tempt, had a mind or will of his own. But with his 
dignity outraged and threat to his poorly home, he 
showed courage and determination of an order that 
even the most militant politician had not shown, and 
organised himself to deliver a massive blow to the dic¬ 
tator, and an equally massive mandate to the Janata 
Party. In voting the Janata to power, he hoped that 
the new government would restore his dignity and free¬ 
dom and also assure for him a future free from want. 
Twenty-one months after the Emergency despair had 
dramatically given place to hope and joy. Euphoria per¬ 
vaded the lgnd. 

But by the time the second anniversary of the Black 
Day arrived, within three months pf Janata assuming 
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power, there wefre already signs of the re*' — of *h<» 
old style devoid of will and direction. Janata vlimsiers 
and Party functionaries quickly settled down , the old 
traditional ways of the Indian politician. The style 
continued: the old, ostentatious style of living ana 
working in sprawling houses in acres of lawn, surroun¬ 
ded by security men and personal secretariats, osten¬ 
sibly for security and efficiency, but providing an effec¬ 
tive screen between the rulers and the ruled. Drift 
was very much in evidence. Direction and will were 
nowhere to be seen. The Party became the creature of 
the Government and pyramidal structures were fast 
abuilding in both. Concentration and centralisation of 
power made nonsense of the promised diffusion and 
decentralisation. When I wrote shout the signs and 
warned of the consequences in two articles in the 
Indian Express in August last, friends and colleagues 
accused me of impatience and lack of charity. I was 
not being impatient then of achievement nor was I in¬ 
considerate in my criticism of the vulgar display of 
ostentatious living. Achievement needs time; setting a 
direction, very little. And tjiere was no excuse for 
breaking solemn promises and .attempting to fool people 
with slogans. 

The Janata Government has nothing to show for 15 
months in office—a full quarter of its mandate. Ins¬ 
tead, both the Party rind Government are riven by 
serious personal conflicts. They present a picture of a 
fast crumbling house. Politics of power, personal power, 
instead of politics of principle and programme is in 
clear evidence. Isn't it strange, at the same time signi¬ 
ficant, that except for an occasional report of a minor 
difference over policy, all the ugly quarrels in public 
are over personalities and groups — who is to be 
the Chief Minister of a State, and which group should 
be represented forcefully in Party committees ? And 
while the different groups in the Party blame each other, 
and the Government is muddling through somehow, only 
one person shows courage, determination and direction. 
And that is Mrs Gandhi, who only a year ago, seemed 
to have been consigned to political oblivion — rather, 
what I called the dungheap of history. 

Today, those who fought her and suffered in conse¬ 
quence are justifiably angry and disgusted with the 
Janata Government and Party, and apprehend her come¬ 
back. And those who were not unhappy during the 
Emergency are hopefully wishing her back. Let us grant 
her this. She alone seems to know what she wants and she 
alone knows how to get it. Admirable as these quali¬ 
ties are in a politician, it is unbelievable that a fallen 
dictator could so soon, and so effectively strike out for 
power. She finds it easy to do so, because of the anger, 
despair, disappointment and disgust that the Janata has 
so successively promoted among the people. In their 
disappointment} and anger,) the illiterate and the un¬ 
enlightened have once again shown that they edn’t be 
taken for granted. KarnaF and Azamgarh are clear 
signs. 

How is it that within fifteen months, the joy of 
liberation and the hope for a future have been so com¬ 
pletely destroyed that people have forgotten the enor¬ 
mity of Mrs Gandhi’s crimes? How is it that those 
within the Congress Party who were only a year ago 
ashamed of their complicity, albeit silent, are now 
flocking fo her side, and acclaiming her as their leader, 
even the saviour of the country ? Isn’t it unbelievable 
that public servants like D.I.G. P. S. Bhinder, who *s 
standing trial on a murder charge, have the effrontery 
to act as the cheer leaders of c anjay Gandhi, in court 
as well as outside Tihar Jail? To cap it all, Mrs Gandhi 
is no longer apologetic or regretful, but defiantly, justi¬ 
fies all her actions during the Emergency, And there 
is an increasing number of people who believe that 
the Emergency and all that was done during that period 
were good for the country. There are also some, with 




JP : But his Janata Parly has taken the other road 


justification, who are convinced that the present Gov¬ 
ernment is no less arbitrary and hypocritical than Mrs 
Gandhi's was. 


P NOITS trace all this to the intense infighting that 
has been going on inside the Party and Government. • 
It is said that the absence of will, direction and policy 
is due to the preoccupation of the Party leadership 
and the members of the Government, with their own per¬ 
sonal ambitions. This is only partly true, and a reality 
that one has to live with. Politics is a power game, 
and it is not in the nature of the game for persons in 
power or on their way to power to divest themselves of 
their personal ambitions. It is also unnatural to try 
and limit this ambition. Everyone who fought against 
Mrs Gandhi, or claimed he did, wanted to be an MP 
nr at least be in the State legislature. Every MP or' 
legislator wants to be a Minister. And every Minister 
is convinced that he is best qualified to be the Prime 
Minister. It would be foolish to expect any of them to 
give up their dreams. 


possible exception of the Jana Sangh group, realign¬ 
ments have taken place, superseding ideological loyalties. 
The Socialists, for instance, who claimed firm ideological 
commitment have drifted to different factions within 
the Party. 

Contrary to the widely-held belief that internal 
dissensions have brought the Government and Party to 
the present sorry mess and that the absence of a pro¬ 
gramme or even direction is the result,, it is precisely 
because there is no programme or direction that there is 
so much time for quarrels and manipulations to the 
exclusion of all else. While the Union Government has 
not yet reached that stage, the State Government have 
ceased to govern. Purposeful action has given place to 
slogans, claims and promises, which grow taller and 
vaguer each day. When people refuse to be taken in, 
the Press is blamed for blowing up things nut of pro¬ 
portion, the labour for being unreasonable, the students 
for their indiscipline, and the people in general for be¬ 
ing complaining and impatient. The Government wnmd 
want u.s to wait eternally for the performance of their 
specific and concrete (iniebouml promises, and they are 
upset as much by genuine criticism as the previous 
Government was 

While the non-performance of the Government has 
given rise to justified disappointment and anger, their 
handling of the aftermath of the Emergency has encour¬ 
aged people to forget it so soon. They appear to think 
all that they have to do is to talk incessantly of the 
excesses of the Emergency, and to appoint innumerable 
commissions to enquire into them, to keep people continu¬ 
ously aware and reminded of the enormity of the crimes 
of Mrs Gandhi. Even Azamgarh does not seem to make 
them realise that something more radical and tangible has 
to be done to remind our people of what the Emergency 
did to them, and that there should be a visible differ¬ 
ence between their style and performance and those 
of Mrs Gandhi. 


The political leadership that was voted to power 
was guilty of gross political stupidity in the treatment 
that they gave Mrs Gandhi. JP called on her within 
a few days after her defeat. He was followed by 
Morarji, and a procession of the important and the not 
so important. Could they not see what effect that this 
would have both on her and the public ? Persona! 
courtesy and decency have limits. Was the lady who 
extended no such courtesy to the tallest of her priso¬ 
ners, even to those like JP who were seriously ill, 
deserving of decent treatment '! Also, are dictators who 
recognise neither morality nor ordinary decent human 
conduct to be treated like normal political opponents ? 
And yet, that single act of calling on, and commiserating 
with her encouraged the mealy-mouthed call to “forget 
and forgive”. That single act has been followed bv 
several similar ones giving her a status of a special 
citizen. Can we blame the lowly police officers ami 
magistrates when they are intimidated by her presence ? 

In the matter of undoing the damage and injustices 
-of the Emergency, the Government has been tardy and 
hesitant. Fifteen months have gone by, and yet those 
who suffered during the Emergency await justice. Re¬ 
ward and recognition such as the grant of land and 
Tamra Patras, which he high dignitaries who hold 
office today have received, arc not what should have 
been repeated. But what about compensation to those 
who were imprisoned, or were otherwise penalised ? 
After long consideration, compensation is being offered 
to the families of those who died in incarceration. What 
about those who lost their jobs? What about the stu¬ 
dents who were prevented from taking their exams ? 
What of those whose homes were destroyed ? 


It is also said that because the various Parties which 
merged into the Janata refuse to forget their identities 
and loyalties, that the Party and Government are not 
cohesive. Group rivalries exist and wiU continue to 
exist even in a so-called homogeneous Party. In any 
case, the old Party lines have blurred and the line-up; 
are confinuctpsly shifting withiq the. Janata. With the 


While the brave and the innocent have been for¬ 
gotten, those who actively collaborated with the dicta¬ 
tor are honoured and rewarded. In the political field, 
the Uincsh Singhs and Raghurantiahs prosper. Unprin¬ 
cipled defections are being encouraged by those who 
swore to end all defections. The entire leadership of 
the AH India Ncwsoaoer Editors Conference which colla- 
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The first signs of gum trouble 





m 

- ■ 


*sm 

Plaque 

is the invisible film of 
bacteria that forms 
around your teeth and 
gums all the time. 

If neglected, plaque 
leads to tartar. 





Tartar 

collects at the base of 
your teeth, irritates your 
gums and causes swelling. 
Later on, gums and bone 
may recede causing 
teeth to fall out. 


Bleeding gums 

Weak and spongy gums 
may bleed during 
brushing. Although this 
may be painless, 
bleeding gums can lead 
to serious problems. , 


Dentists say 

Regular Brushing of Teeth and 
Massaging of Gums Check 
Gum Troubles and Tooth Decay. 

For proper dental care, brush your teeth correctly and massage 
your gums—night and morning with Forhan’s. And insist on 
Forhan's Double-Action Toothbrush, specially designed to massage 

gums while it deans teeth. 
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/“Care of your teeth 
and gums”. A colourful, informative 
booklet on dental care. Please write 
with 20 P. stamps for postage, to: 

Forhan’s Dental Advisory Bureau, 
Post Bag No. 11463, Dept. P148-180, 
Bombay 400 020 
Mention the language wanted. 



the toothpaste 
created by a dentist 
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borated and acted as the active agent of Mrs Gandhi 
attained respectability by sharing the dais with the 
Prime Minister when he went to address them. How 
can the public which was told by these very people 
not so long ago that Mrs Gandhi was the saviour of the 
country, and that the then Opposition, now the ruling 
Part^, wa? irresponsible and traitorous, realise or 
remember that the dictatorship they so actively 
supported was heinous ? The bureaucracy which so 
actively collaborated with the dictator has received not 
even a warning. On the contrary, policeman Mathur, 
to name one, who was one of the hatchetmcn of Mrs 
Gandhi, was appointed to assist the Shah Commission, 
and when there was an outdry, was smuggled into the 
Onion Public Services Commission. How was he less 
guilty than Krishan Chand, Navin Chawla or Jag Mohan? 

P ERSONALITIES apart, values remain the same. Dr 
Lohia had figures computed to prove that more peo¬ 
ple were killed in our country by the police in twenty 
years after independence, than during the 200 years of 
British rule. Human life has been less precious than 
property in our country. The mere threat, imaginary 
or real, to the life of a single policeman is enough to 
justify the killing of scores of people. It is well that 
we talk of the killings in Turkman Gate and Muzaffar- 
nagar, but this should be accompanied by the assurance 
backed by practice that human life is even more precious 
than liberty. And what is the record ? The Janata 
Governments appear keen on the establishment of an 
all-time record in the number of people killed by the 
police for ‘the maintenance of law and order’. It is 
ironical that the first police firing after the Emergency 
was in Madhya Pradesh, under President’s rule, and that - 
the victims were workers, fighting for their legitimate 
rights. Since then, the toll among the working class 
has shot up. Strange indeed that such utter callousness 
should prevail, when three of the Union Cabinet Minis¬ 
ters, Raj Narain, P. L. Kaushik and George Fernandes 
and two of the thre* general secretaries, Madbu Limaye 
and Rabi Ray, ol the Janata Party believed in and fought' 
for the Sacredness of human life. They should remem¬ 
ber that they followed Dr Lohia out of ‘he PSP over 
the issue of police firing under the PSP Government of 
the then Travancore-Cochin State. It would appear that 
the indiscriminate killing of people for the sake of so- 
called law and order has become a non-issue. As for 
the other members of the Government, many of them 
have won laurels in the battle between the trigger- 
happy police and the unarmed public, and they no doubt 
continue to believe that the life of a single policeman 
is more valuable than that of scores of citizens, and 
that property must take precedence over human life. 

In talking of excesses,—why do we fight shy of the 
more appropriate word : crimes ?—of the Emergency 
and the guilt of Mrs Gandhi, our present rulers forget 
that unless the system end the laws are radically 
changed, the threat to democracy and freedom will 
persist. Wc must remember that the system, the codes 
and the laws were designed by the colonial government 
for the specific purpose of keeping our people in sub¬ 
jection. The Police Manual and the Criminal Code ex¬ 
pressly provide arbitrary powers to the police and the 
magistracy- over the life and liberty of the people. The 
Government have not given any thought to change these 
codes and laws. This is nbt surprising from a Govern¬ 
ment which attempted to incorporate MISA perma¬ 
nently in the Criminal Procedure Code. We are for¬ 
tunate that pressure prevented the eventuality. But 
consider how the police system is to be overhauled. The 
Police Commission which is going into it is headed hy 
Dharam Vir, a dyed-in-the-wool ICS bureaucrat who has 
all his life exercised arbitrary powers and thrived on 
them. Is it reasonable to expect him to recommend or 
even countenance the dipping of the powers of the 
bureaucracy and the police? 

It is now widely known that the bureaucracy has 
not only got over the initial fright over its complicity in 
Hie things that went on during the Emergency, hut has 
now taken a grip, rather stranglehold, over the adminis¬ 
tration. The political direction that the Ministers are 


supposed to provide is nowhere in evidence. Members 
of the Cabinet who were only the other day the sworn 
enemies of the bureaucracy, and were determined to 
curb its power, are now its great admirers. They have 
abdicated their responsibilities and powers and are 
unable to control sabotage. Who messed up the arrest 
of Mrs Gandhi last year ? Whose is the hand behind 
the suborning ot witnesses in the Sunder Murder and 
the ‘Kissa Kursi Ka’ cases ? Our Government seems to 
be blissfully unaware that the big businessman and the 
bureaucrat were the happiest during the Emergency, 
which permitted them to make money, and exercise 
extraordinary powers. It is only natural for an axis 
to develop between them to assist Mrs Gandhi back to 
power. If they are aware, they seem to be incompetent 
to control these two formidable enemies of freedom and 
democracy. 

We like to talk about the atrocious arbitrariness 
that Mrs Gandhi and her coterie were guilty of. We 
are horrified to learn of the awesome powers that little 
men in the former Prime Minister’s secretariat and her 
Crown Prince exercised. But all such talk and concern 
appear to have lost their relevance in the light of what 
is happening now. Arbitrariness is rearing its head 
again, and toe PM’s secretariat is as powerful as it has 
ever been. 

Nehru had only a small office to assist him in his 
functions, it was during Lai Bahadur’s time that this 
office was elevated to become the supra-government and 
acquired ihe name of PM’s secretariat. Mrs Gandhi 
inherited this instrument and honed it to a fineness 
deserving of an overruling, overseeing and overpower¬ 
ing Government agency that it was. It reduced mem¬ 
bers of the Government to mere figureheads. Scheming 
little men in the secretariat grew in power, until they 
could order members of the Cabinet about. Realising 
the role' that his office had played under Mrs Gandhi, it 
was expected that Morarji and his Cabinet would break tip 
an agency that became for all practical purposes the ad¬ 
ministrator of the Emergency and the controlling centre 
for ail the excesses of the Emergency. But the PM is 
apparently happy with the situation. And the new men 
in the PM’s secretariat are almost as powerful and inter¬ 
fering as their predecessors were. 

I personally know of at least two cases where the 
PM’s secretariat has overruled the considered decisions 
of other Ministries. One was in respect of the exten¬ 
sion of the Chairman of a public sector undertaking, 
which was strongly recommended by the agency that 
oversees such public sector undertakings and by the 
concerned Ministry. The other concerned nominations 
to the board of a public sector undertaking. The irony 
of it all was that these instances occurred on the very 
days that the Shah Commission was bringing to light 
the manner in which Tuli was appointed Chairman of 
the Punjab National Bank, against the. recommendations 
of the Reserve Bank and the Finance Ministry, and the 
overruling by Mrs Gandhi of tne Civil Aviation Minis¬ 
try’s nominations to the boards of Air India and Indian 
Airlines ! With such arbitrariness and interference be¬ 
ing the order of the day, it is difficult to condemn what 
was being done under Mrs Gandhi. 

Such is the situation in the country within fifteen 
months of the Janata in power. There is no policy and 
no discernible direction. Instead, people are being fed 
on slogans. The economy is in a shambles. Prices are ris¬ 
ing. Government statistics may attempt to explain 
away the spiral, but the people find life harsher. Human 
life continues to be cheap. Arbitrariness abounds. Full 
liberty has yet to be restored, with thousands of poli¬ 
tical prisoners still in jail. 

tn the circumstances, can people be blamed for 
forgetting Mrs Gandhi’s crimes; and finding that there 
is hardly any difference in the style and performance of 
the present Government and of its predecessor, wishing 
to give the fallen dictator another chance in the hope 
perhaps that this time .she may do something for them? 

At least I don’t. 
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Everybody is 
born 
beautiful 

To discover it 
is knowing your 
CHARM 
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■' (NEAR NEW EMPIRE CINEMA) 

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ROAO.CALCUTTA 700 071 


ARE YOU PACING 

SKIN PROBLEMS ? 

BOROLINE 

Antiseptic Perfumed Cream , 

has good news for you. J 

Regular use of Boroline keeps your 1 
skin healthy and problem free all year 1 
round. The gentle healing qualities . J 
of Boroline help prevent dryness, 
chapping and rashes and aid in 
curing minor cuts and wounds. 

Trust Boroline to help you solve 
minor skin problems. 


BRILLIANT 

BAGS 

ALL-INDIA 

RANKS 

IN IIT ENTRANCE '78 

• 23 Aditya Narayan Chatterjee 

• 50 Gopalan Kagarajan 

• 63 Krisimamurthy Subramaniam 

• 82 Pemmaraju Venugopal 


I Month Postal Tuition & 
Class room Course from 
2nd Aug to 30th Dec78 
for U.T. Entrance 79 


BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 

12,Masilamani Mudali Street J.Nagar, 
Madras-600017. Phone: 442099. 


Excellent Hostel Facilities 


♦ G. D. PHARMACEUTICALS LTD. 

BOROLINE MOOSE • CALCUTTA-700001 ' 
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Rapmonb's fabrics combine 
art anb science to give pan true 
value In fall, feel anb fashion - 


78's format look is a trifle casual. 
Easier colours: muted greys, 
slate blues, golden browns, soft 
greens...the hint of a decorative 
stripe. Plains, surface designs, 
weave effects. Discreet checks 
linger on. Centre vented jackets. 
Patch-pockets. Modest lapels. 
Slimmer ties. Trousers with 
diminishing flares. And you may, 
with a touch of swagger, use 
a waistcoat. The fabric, naturally, 
must do justice to every particular: 
colour, design, weave, drape 
and fall should be precisely right. 

Consider Raymond's 
Colour, for instance. Our blues 


thicknesses, warp and weft 
'geometry*.. .all to give our fabric 
just the right weight, spring and 
feel. This year's Natural Shoulder 
will stay that way because we 
'singe,'shear, set' and finish our 
fabric with 13 different processes 
which take over 3 weeks. And 
thanks to equal care from fibre to 
finished product, your patch- 
pockets, pleats and turn-ups will 
not sag. bulge, wilt or crease. 

Remember the name: Raymond s. 
The fabric that gives you true 
value, This year or next. 


stay true because we use only the 
very best dyes, some imported, 
and test them thoroughly against 
abrasion and light, for colour 
fastness and wear. We then dye 
the actual fibre. The blue you 
fancy may represent a computer- 
assisted selection of 25 separate 
coloured fibres, each dyed with 
four different dyes—a combination 
of more than 100 shades of 
white, grey, blue and black. And, 
of course, that decorative stripe! 

Fabric makes Fashion 

Similarly 78's high riding centre 
vent will stay politely in place, 
moving only when you do, because 
we carefully determine 'invisible 
fibre' count and twist, yarn 


Never before ha* your suit represented such an 
important investment in time and mono/ 

To help you choose wisely- and care for your 
suit —we have produced a booklet. "Fashion & 
Fabric : How to Get True Value for Your 
Money". Just fill in and mail the coupon with 
SO paise in stamps to cover costs. 
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Will Tina Munim be the next 
Madhubala? 


Every year the film industry 
is invaded by scores of ambi¬ 
tious girls. The travails they 
have to go through before 
making a break are many. In 
the end only a few survive. 
RAKESH MATHUR describes 
their harrowing experiences. 

'T'HK Bombay film industry has 
* never been a bed of roses for 
newcomers, and women in particular 


have a rough time before they enter 
the land of their dreams—where 
producers chase them, superstars 
want to be paired with them, and 
there is money and fame. There 
are many aspirers, and success is 
difficult: in addition to beauty end 
a willingness to display physical 
charms, the newcomer also needs a 
large dose of luck to make it to the 
ton. No wonder these young, pro¬ 
mising stars arc the most talked 

about, much to the envy of the 

older artistes. Established stars 

even place obstacles in the way of 
the young novices. But the real 
pity is that the newcomers them¬ 
selves cannot contain their egoes. 


The young fall into several cate¬ 
gories. First there are the ones who 
have been fortunate to receive the 
patronage of film moghuls and the 
gossip-hungry Press. Prominent in 
this class are names like Nafisa Ali 
-and Tina Munim: you will find them 
in any film magazine. Next is the 
category of names which might have 
appeared on the screen, but which 
are a manifestation of blighted 
hopes. Kaajal Kiran of Ham Kisise 
Kam- Nah in, Rameshwari of Dulhan 
Wohi Jo Piya Man Bhaye, Ranjita 
Kaur of Palkon Ke Jharoken Se, 
Bhnvna Bhatt of Naya Daur, Jyoti 
Baksbi of Bullet are all living in the 
same shadow of un£ertainty they 


Tina Munim : jxitronised by the gossip hungry film journals 









were in when they started their 
careers a few years back. 

In the last category are stars who 
are quite definitely in the wilderness. 
Komilla Wirk has the backing of the 
Chopras but The Burning Train 
resented her in a role only slightly 
etter than a junior artiste’s. In 
fact, Komilla and her kind have 
earned more fame through stray 
modelling assignments and a con¬ 
scious attempt to seek popularity. 
Poonain showed more promise as a 
vamp in Trishul anti so had Naseem 
in Kabhie Kabhie, but the iVirector 
of these two movies, Yash Chopra is 
reluctant to enlist them in his for¬ 
thcoming ventures. Another girl in 
a ' similar predicament is Rita 
Bhaduri who has been virtually 
typecast in the role of the raped 
womau and the pitiable sister. 

Recently when Hindu fell ill, 
Sheetal bagged her habitual roles in 
thirdrate movies like Agent Vinod 
and Dildaar. But this spree did not 
take her very far. In Satyam 
Shivam Sundaram she was dwarfed 
in a crowd of better-looking junior 
artistes. She has even failed to 


Komilla Wirk: more fame throuah modellina Nafisa Ah: in the top bracket of newcomers 




Zaherra: the rebel who failed 


make a mark as a vamp of any class, strip," she says, “my face is good 
the reason being her unwillingness enough." Sheetal is the touch-me-not 
to expose her charms before the g>rl °f the film industry. So nobody 
camera. Her arrogance is her touches her. 

greatest failing: “I don’t need to A lot of politics is involved in the 






business of grabbing roles. The 
desperation of those with poor 
images and the egoccntricism of 
established promoters makes it even 
dirtier. One victim of the game. 
Zaherra, failed to make much head¬ 
way because she refused to stick to 
the norms of the industry, of which 
there are many. 

To start with, no newcomer is 
expected to be harsh about anyone 
else. No matter how much a female 
newcomer has suffered, she is not 
supposed to make any hones about 
it. Instead she should please every- 
bodybody with her charms, physical 
or otherwise, and agree to whatever 
her promoter asks of her. Once 
Rita Bhaduri refused to oblige Rishi 
Kapoor and is now having to face 
the consequences. She has no 
leading role In any worthwhile film. 
There are many other similar in¬ 
stances. 


This has been the scene for as 
long as anyone can remember. 
Rajesh Khanna, the erstwhile super- 
star, now lives in foar of being 
doomed by Neotu Singh, whom he 
had once ousted from a movie. Only 
Shanimi Kapoor did not seek to ex¬ 
ploit newcomers. In fact, stars like 
Saira Banu (J unglee) Sharmila 
Tagore (Kashmir hi Kail) and 
Kalpana (Professor) could never 
have made it to the top without his 
help. But Tarachand Barjatlya has 
proved to be the most obliging star 


promoter until, now. The rise to 
tame of actresses like Rakhi through 
Jeevan Mrityu, Jaya Bhaduri through 
Guddi and Zarina Wahab through 
Chitchor were due to him. 

Every star has hir? price, though 
not necessarily what he charges for 
roles. In Bombay, the price 1$ 
determined according to tho poten¬ 
tiality of the Aim, which is evaluated 
by its financiers an'd distributors. 

Newcomers have no fixed price of 
their own: The distributor is 
legst interested in new names 
because this docs not make his work 
any easier. Therefore, except in a 
few films under prominent banners 
like R. K. Films, Navketan, B. R. 
Films, no film director can afford to 
give newcomers any valuable break. 
Even in exceptional cases, other 
factors are responsible for seeing a 
newcomer through to success. Das 
Pardes sold more because of Dev 
Anand and not Tina Munim. 

It is only in the multi-star movies 
therefore that the newcomers can 
find a place, and only a few of them 
at that. Actresses like Priyadarshinl 
and Namita Chandra have a long 
wait ahead, and girls like Ruhr, 
Seema Kapoor, Nasnccn and Kim 
with generous physical assets may 
have to wait for the advent of 
X-ratcd films in India. 

The most unenviable aspect of 


the newcomers difficulties is their 
‘image on the screen’. The film 
industry attaches labels very fast. 
Asha Sachdev has been dubbed a 
sex-bomb, and Katy Mina a ‘tale of 
two titles’. 

The new starlets become a victim 
of circumstances. If Nasima has 
appeared once as a sister, she will 
do so for the rest of her career. 
Arena Irani and Farida Jalal have 
fallen into similar ruts. The only 
way to rid themselves of this type¬ 
casting would be to quit the scene, 
which obviously is a risk. Rehana 
Sultana took it, and is not talked 
about now. 

Images in the film industry are 
played up to such an extent that the 
newcomers have to first cast them¬ 
selves into the mould of better- 
known stars before’’ they can evolve 
their own identities. Zarina and 
Rpmeshwari bad to plagiarise Jaya 
Bhaduri before they could come into 
their own. Dimple was a prototype 
of Mumtaz and Rajesh Khanna made 
his biggest mistake by marrying her. 
There is still a need for another 
Mccnu Kumari. But would anyone 
dare try? Apparently, yes. Sapna 
Surang, Namita Chandra, Shobhlni 
Singb, and Gayatri are all in the 
queue. 

Even luck does not count in role- 
grabbing. Evidently, it is specuia- 
ing of a very different sort. 


FROM SEX TO 
SUPER-CONSCIOUSNESS 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 
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F ILMI-DUNIYA’s annual rush to 
good ol' London town is in full 
swing. The stars have migrated to 
their favourite shopping paradise, 
some of the big ones having gone and 
returned and others just taking off. 
An ex-big hero asked me the other 
day, “Is everyone living in London 
these days?” Obviously he was gett¬ 
ing a complex—he didn’t need to 
"get away” from the rush of work, 
simply because there wasn't any 
lush: Amitabh and Jaya have gone 
away for a month. Did we hear 
rumbles from the Toni (producer 
Tito's debut making brother) camp 
thal Amit has ditched an expensive 
shooting schedule running into 
several lakhs, to seek holiday plea¬ 
sures abroad? Whatever it is, he 
owes it to Jaya who had been very 
ill after a recent jaundice infection. 

C 'OOD to hear Jaya is doing a film. 

f even il it is only for Mehm<X)d. 
The subject of Nnukar is good 
and mi is the cast, headed by 
Sunevu Kumar. Amit’s condescension 
tn let her do a film is more likely 
an obligation he owes “Bhaijaan" 
Mehmood, who bad given him a 
good rule in bis comedy Bombay to 
Goa when Amit was a nobody. 



Y ES, Sadhana and Hammy Nayyar 
mav be sparring partners-in- 
marriage, but there is absolutely no 
split, or even any more towards it. 
They had one of their innumerable 
parties and friends saw nothing that 
even hinted of a split between them. 
Would they be celebrating their 
wedding anniversary with a big-bang 
hash, if they were going in for a 
divorce? 


'T'HE arrival of Raj Kapoor at 
* Tashkent, where he had entered 
his film for the International Film 
Festival was very eventful. At the 
Uzbek Studios, where he and Shashi 
attended the official reception, they 
were mobbed by ambassadors, dele¬ 
gates and the onlooking admirers. 
One visitor came up to Raj with his 
little son and told him that he had 
decided to change the boy’s name to 
Raj Kapoor from that day. The old 
Raj charm still works in the Soviet 
Desh. 


VTOW that Vinod Mehra is married, 
•L v 1 guess Moushumi will feel a bit 
deflated- She used to rule and throw 
her weight, around the Mehra house¬ 
hold, of course under the indulgent 
affection of Vinod's mother, who 
looks on Moushumi and her hubby 
Babu as her own children. Now 


things are going to be a lot lonely 
for this couple, since Vinod and 
family are moving out to a bungalow. 
So no more bossing around for 
Moushumi. Unless she and her 
hubby decide to move in with the 
Mehras or maybe next door to them! 


QUASH I KAPOOR would Well 
xJ qualify as filmdom’s Superman, 
with all the feats he has been doing, 
his two-hour (sometimes even less) 
shifts at five different locations, 
being a daily routine for him. Now 
look what he did a tew days ago. 
After shooting for Suhaag in Singa¬ 
pore till 2 in the morning, he flew 
by helicopter from the location to 
the plane waiting at the airport. 
From there to Bangkok, where his 
Bombay-bound jet was about to take 
off: the first delay nearly made him 
miss it! He landed in Bombay by 
nine in the night, whizzed through 
Customs, raced through the traffic, 
stopped at a city dub to change into 
an evening tux and spruce up, and 
dashed into the Metro Cinema for 
the premiere of Salyam Shivam 
Sundaram. Why all this hassle? 
This is his first RK film and he felt 
he owed it to Big Brother Raj by 
enacting such Superman-like whizzing 
up and down, just to attend his pre¬ 
miere. So much for the nobility of 
the Kapoor dan. 

CPHE Salyam premiere was the 
*■ highlight of the week. At a time 
when premieres and jubilee functions 
have taken on a glazed, non-starry 
look, there was a lot of excitement 
at the RK films' opening night... 
with full attendance from all the 
big, big stars. A bespectacled Dev 
bouncing into the foyer, with an im¬ 
pishly sweet Tina clutching on to 
his arm, caused quite a flutter. 
Remember how Salyam had been the 
reason (or the final one) for the 
then strong Dcv-Zeenat jodi? Zeenat. 
had been clay in Dev’s hands and the 


Zeenat of Salyam has bloomed into 
a full-bodied star, to say the barest! 
Wonder what thoughts went through 
Dev’s mind when he saw his ex-girl 
a( her sexiest on the screen? 

r T'HK rumour that Neet-u will not 
be shooting after April 1979 is 
slowly dying down. And to think 
she had turned down the most prize 
roles from the most prestigious 
banners to get married (to Chihtu, 
who else?) Producers clucked at her 
foolishness, just when she was 
mellowing as an actress they sgid, 
and turned away reluctantly. Now 
she. has signed another new big film, 
does that mean the wedding date is 
postponed? C'.hintu at any rate will 
not find another girl as enraptured 
and obsessed with him as Neetu. So 
here’s hoping the postponement 
won’t go any farther. 

T HE separation between com¬ 
edienne Shammi and ex-hubby 
producer Sultan Ahmed has taken 
its toll on the fun-loving actress. 
She keeps his snap above her bed 
and still moons for him; and the 
jokes and laughter which were so- 
much part of her, have died down. 
But her Friends, like Mrs, Nargis 
Dutt. Jaya Bachchan, and others in 
the industry have stood by her, 
helping her morale and never letting 
her feel lonely or lost. Sultan has 
left her for another woman, which 
is all right in Muslim law. but this 
is one thing Shatnmi will never 
adjust to: she'd rather keep her 
love intact than compromise and 
share it with another woman. 
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Mystery surrounds dacoit 
queen's death 


Was Haseena killed in an encounter ? 


T IE death of dacoit queen Haseena 
Begum at Ujarkhiria in Tee 
kumgarh district of Madhya Pradesh 
on May 27 has left behind.a trail of 
controversies. According to the Uttar 
Pradesh Police, Haseena was killed 
In . an encounter. Local villagers, 
however, allege that she and her 
companions were slain by the UP 
Police after they had surrendered. 
The post mortem report revealed 
that Haseena was six months pre¬ 
gnant at the time of her death. 


If the magisterial enquiry ordered 
into Haseena’s death proves that 
she was tortured to death by the 
UP Police at Ujarkhiria in MP, 
relations between Madhya Pradesh 
and Uttar Pradesh would be strain¬ 
ed, and may hamper future joint 
anti-dacoity operatiohs by the two 
States in the UP-MP border districts. 
According to the UP Police, Ha 
seena was killed during an encoun¬ 
ter with a party headed by the 
Superintendent of police. Hamirpur, 
Mr Ajai Singh. The encounter re 


portedly took place at dawn in a 
tricky hideout in Teekumgarh dis¬ 
trict of Madhya Pradesh while Ha¬ 
seena, along with her lover Kbila- 
wan Singh and his associates, were 
resting following a hectic night’s 
work. 

The UP Government has ordered 
a departmental enquiry into the 
circumstances in which Haseena 
Begum was killed. Top police offi¬ 
cials in the State arc tightlipped 
about the enquiry. It is learnt that 
the departmental enquiry was orde¬ 
red following a derision of the 
Teekumgarh district magistrate orde¬ 
ring a magisterial enquiry into the 
event. If the enquiry reveals that 
the UP Police had killed the dacoits 
after their surrender, then it will be 
extremely embarrassing for the UP 
authorities. 

H ASEENA in Urdu means a beauty 
and that she was. Long legged 
and full-breasted, she was the un¬ 
crowned queen of the Chambal 
ravines. Haseena could never be¬ 


come a one-man woman. Her first 
marriage ended in a divorce and the 
second one was snapped the day she 
met Khilawan Singh, a handsome 
outlaw of the area. Haseena found 
her man in the new acquaintance 
and she eloped with Khilawan to the 
ravines and took up arms. The 
couple spread terror and at the 
time of her death Haseena carried a 
big prize on her head. 

Haseena was born in a poor family 
in a village in Teekumgarh district. 
Her father died soon after her birth. 
Her mother neglected her. She was 
brought up by her maternal uncle in 
a not very congenial atmosphere. 
When she grew up, her maternal 
uncle. Dam Khan, gol her married to 
a young man of Mauranipur in the 
neighbouring district of Lalitpnr in 
UP. The marriage could not survive 
for long. After her husband deserted 
her, Haseena went back to her mater¬ 
nal uncle’s house. 

She married a second time, this 
time to a poor labourer. Salim Khan. 


Haseena s body being displayed by the police at Teekumgarh • When sadism came to the fore. 








The wedding took place in 1976, 
when Haseena was 24 and full or 
ambitions. The poor living condition 
alienated her from her new husband. 
When she met Khilawan, who had 
gone to the village Kumehri in con¬ 
nection with the repairs of a tractor, 
Haseena felt that her quest for a 
man was over. The affair continued 
for several months in spite of Salim 
Khan’s objections. When the visits of 
the lover Khilawan Singh became 
scandalous, Khilawan aided by two 
other bad characters—Gopal and 
Noneju—eloped with he) - on Septem¬ 
ber 5, 1977. 

While the police and the family 
members of Salim Khan were mak¬ 
ing a frantic search for Haseena and 
her lover Khilawan, Haseena had 
plunged into the world of crime. 
Her striking features brought seve¬ 
ral young men to her fold In the 
tradition of the legendary woman 
dacoit Putlibai, Haseena organised 


her own gang. Her vast area of 
operation included the Lalitpur dis¬ 
trict of UP and the four districts of 
MP—Sagar, Teekumgarh, Guna and 
Shivpuri. For eight months, Hasee- 
na’s gang unleashed a reign of 
terror in these districts. In UP, 
according to the police, her gang 
committed 12 dacoities. However, 
there are no charges of murder 
against her. 

Haseena’s activities and after her 
the daring robberies committed by a 
22year-old beauty Kamalia, have 
drawn the attention of Madho Singh, 
one of the most dreaded dacoits of 
Chambal valley who surrendered to 
Mr Jayaprakash Narayan. Madho 
Singh has blamed the frequent ex¬ 
hibition of the film ‘Putlibal’, a film 
based on the famous dacoit queen, 
for making Chambal valley, Bundel- 
khand and other northern Madhya 
Pradesh districts, a breeding ground 


for women dacoits. The film ‘Putli¬ 
bai' is very popular among the rural 
audiences, especially among women 
in these areas. As the film does not 
cost much, the exhibitors prefer this 
film for open air shows. 

Haseena's presence was felt in 
Lucknow recently when at Kanpur, 
50 miles from Lucknow, her gang 
kidnapped the son of a wealthy mer¬ 
chant. The police decided to finish 
the gang and a co-ordinated effort 
was made to track the activities of 
the gang with the help of the Ma¬ 
dhya Pradesh Police. An operational 
unit was created to finish them. 
The handsome Khilawan Singh and 
some of his associates including 
Ujagar Singh, Lallo Raja, Devi Singh 
and Lampoo had teamed up as a 
formidable challenge to the long 
arm of law. At one time Haseena’s 
gang was 22-strong. 

GOPAL MISRA, Lucknow 


I nter- State police intrigue 

Will M. P. Police prosecute Hamirpur S. P. 7 


A »Ti:n the kii1ii,ii>|)ini; of a Kan¬ 
pur businessman’s son by 
Haseena’s gang, l he UP Police 
headquarters issued special orders 
to the Sl\ 11 at nil pur, to track down 
the dacoit queen. Acting on an in¬ 
former’s tip-off, tho n SP, Mr Ajal 
Singh, raided a hideout of the gang 
and nabbed Nalhu Singh and ltaj- 
endra Singh. Nalhu Singh turned 
approver and led the police to 
Haseena and Khilawan Singh's hide¬ 
out in Teekumgarh district of MP. 

The police parties from UP did 
not inform the MP Police, at Teek¬ 
umgarh before entering the Stale. 
Hccausc of this, c.veiyhody in the 
MP Police in Teekumgarh, right 
from the top brass to the constables, 
*s now antagonistic towards the UP 
Police. Some have even said that 
if justice must be done, llic SP of 
Hamirpur and Lalitpur should he 
hanged on charges of murder. 

The in-charge of the Kotwali Po 
lice Station of Teekumgarh, Mr. 
Hhadoriu, claims that he has enough 
evidence to get the two Uttar Pra¬ 
desh SPs convicted on charges of 
murder. According to Teekumgarh 
police officials, the oolicc party 
from Hamirpur killed the dacoits In 
cold blood and planted the guns 
and cartridges near their bodies to 
.suggest an “encounter” story. 

This correspondent visited the 
house where Haseena and Khilawan 
were killed. According to the UP 
Police, the raiding party entered the 
house braving heavy fire from the! 
dacoits. But from what I saw, the 
entrance door of the house is so 
narrow that it is doubtful whether 
the policemen could have entered 
the house if there was any firing at 
all. 


The “encounter'’ story has other 
drawbacks too. The gun reportedly 
used by Uulwant Singh, a member 
of Haseena’s gang, in the encount¬ 
er was found to be out of order by 
the MT Police when it reached the 
spot. Mr Uhadoria said that Balwarit 
had stolen the gun from Nargora 
village a few days before the Inci¬ 
dent. A case of theft was registered 
and the complainant had told the 
police that the gun was not in 
working condition. 

Teekumgarh policemen claim that 
a few days before the reported “en¬ 
counter”, they had seen the four 
dacoits in captivity at the Mahrauli 
Police Station (in UP). According to 
them Haseena, Khilawan and his two 
companions were brought by the 
UP Police into MP by vans and the 
"encounter” drama was staged later 

The Teekumgarh SP seems to be 
in a vindictive mood. He is going all 
out to collect “evidence” to prove 
that his counterparts in Hamirpur 
und Lalitpur are guilty of homicide. 
The Sarpnnch of Mamikpura, Mr 
Bh.igwant Singh and Mr. Ram Bha- 
rose Yadav of Ujarkhiria, who arc 
said lo have sheltered Haseena and 
her companions, also allege that 
the UP Police had brought Ihc four 
dacoits in u police van from across 
the border and then shot them in 
cold blood. Local Doubting Thomases 
point oul that being residents of 
Teekumgarh district. Mr. Singh and 
Mr. Yadav dare not say anything 
contrary to the wishes of the district 
SP. The district magistrate of Tee- 
kumgurlt himself admitted that the 
people dread the police more than 
the dacoits. 

Whatever be the role of the UP 
Police, Tcckumgarh’s police display¬ 


ed extreme sadistic tendencies after 
it stepped in and as per the law, 
took care of the bodies. Haseena’s 
corpse was stripped of all clothing 
and her naked body was displayed 
in Teekumgarh. 

Haseena had an extremely short 
career in crime—a little over one 
year. Though many gruesome tales 
are narrated about her by the villa¬ 
gers, the police do not have any. 
murder charges against her. And 
even the dacoities committed by her 
number only around a dozen. The 
Teekumgarh I) M told me : “What 
you describe as theft in the towns 
is known as ‘ducoity’ in the villages." 

An eyewitness account of 
Haseena’s death presents a grue¬ 
some tale of police “zooluin” (atro¬ 
city). According to a villager of 
Ujarkhiria, Mr. Kunwarlal, when the. 
UP Police was questioning Mr. Rain 
Bharose Yadav about the dacoits’ 
whereabouts, Haseena Begum came 
out of Mr. Yadav’s house and sur¬ 
rendered herself. A policeman star¬ 
ted yelling “Haseena mil gayee, 
Haseena mil gayee” (Haseena has, 
been found). Some policemen grab¬ 
bed her by the hair and dragged 
her to the nearby fields. Haseena. 
pleaded with them not to kill her ns 
she was pregnant. "At least spare 
the life of my child, I am prepared 
to go with you anywhere you want,” 
she told the policemen. But her plea 
fell on deaf ears and she was shot 
dead. While the policemen were 
dragging llaseeni lo the nearby 
filed*. Balwant Singh made a futile 
hid to escape. He, too was shot dead. 
Later the police entered Mr Yadav’s 
house and killed Haseena’s lover, 
Khilawan Singh. 

JYOTI PRAKASH, Jabalpur 
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A T.N. Emergency excess comes to light 

Is Nagammal insane '■ 


W HAT follows below may not 
make as queasy reading as 
Ken Casey’s book One flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest, but the alleged 
torture, humiliation and loss of peace 
by Nagammal and her family, nar¬ 
rated before Mr Justice M. Ananta- 
narayanan, who constitutes the one- 
man Emergency Excesses Inquiry 
Authority, also makes sad, disturb¬ 
ing reading. 

Nagammal, a forty-year-old woman 
from Eranjee village, Tamil Nadu, 
Was suspected in 1977 to have stolen 
some brass vessels (value: Rs 60) 
from a village 30 kms away. It is 
alleged that she was dragged to the 
police station, subjected to continual 
torture, certified as a “paranoid 
schizophrenic with suicidal and 
homicidal tendencies’’ and confined 
to the mental ward. Her husband 
too was tortured, it is alleged and 
her teenage daughter, already marri¬ 
ed, was detained for more than 
forty days, when she had gone to 
haod over some food to her mother. 
The girl was not only raped but was 
allegedly made to undergo a variety 
of sexual experiments with some 
policemen. It has to be emphasised 
that Nagammal and her family have 
no political connections. 

She says the men who were res¬ 
ponsible for her troubles belonged to 
the Congress. She was arrested 
on false charges trumped up 
by the Udaiyars of the village 
who got themselves enrolled as 
members of the Congress in 
order to antagonise her. She belong¬ 
ed to the Ddaiyar community too but 
she was treated as an outsider and 
as a condemned person as she had 
dared to marry a person outside her 
own caste. 

She said the Udaiyars had cut 
down trees worth Rs four lakhs in 
a nearby forest and put through an 
illegal transaction. As a Muruga 
devotee, she found this intolerable, 
but when she sought to inform the 
police, the Udaiyars decided to im¬ 
plicate her with a false case. They 
allegedly told her : “Even if you send 
1,000 petitions complaining of the 
shady deal, nobody can touch us, as 
we are now in the Congress.” 

Attempts were made to get her 
murdered. One Ponnan Chetty 
attempted to stab her with a knife: 
“Lord Muruga woke me up," she 
recalls. Only when the murder 
attempt failed did the desperate 
elements seek police help, she says. 

Nagammal is a woman of terrible 
moods. She is quite alert and is 
often aggressive while she speaks. 
She sits quiescently for a long time. 
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Muruga’s name. She can be very 
melodramatic when she recalls her 
hellish existence in the jail and in 
the mental ward. But when asked 
to pose for a photograph, she 
becomes a bit imperious and gives 
the impression that she isn’t interest¬ 
ed. The mood changes. She says— 
“Take the photo." She seems to 
enjoy the attention she has been 
getting and clearly remembers the 
names of Tamil magazines which 
have taken her picture. “Lord 
Muruga will punish the guilty," she 
says outside the Authority office and 
adds that her family would not have 
survived but for Lord Muruga’s 
grace. Nagammal is fond of sitting 
on the floor. “The police too use 
the same benches,” she says with 
great contempt. 


R a person who was pronounced 
a lunatic, Nagammal speaks with 
a certain amount of authority. She 
does get worked up often, does not 
mind using crude language but 
makes sure she states all that she 
urant3 to say. While recounting how 
she was continuously subjected to 
terrible mental and physical torture 
from January 3 to February 15, 1977 
and also on subsequent dates, she 
broke down several times. 

An irritating insect ("pillnl 
poochi ") was tied to her navel and 
fiery green chillies were rubbed on 
her eyes, she claimed. When she 
refused to plead guilty, the deputy 
superintendent of police was callous 
enough to order her to be set on fire, 
she stated. 



A n e w Party in IN. 

‘Kararaj’s heirs’ 

M R KUMARl ANANDAN. a fire¬ 
brand, loquacious and charis¬ 
matic Janata MP from Tamil 
Nadu, announced the formation of 
a new Party called “Gandhi Ka- 
maraj National Congress”, on 
June 18. While doing so, Mr 
Anandan. however, said he had 
not resigned from the Janata 
Party. 

Bruised egos contributed to the 
split of the Janata Party in Tamil 
Nadu. Unlike in the northern 
States. Ilie Janata in Tamil Nadu 
was a cohesive unit— most of its 
members belonged to Kamaraj’s 
Congress (O). The other consti¬ 
tuents of the Janata —Jana Sangh, 

BLD, Socialists or CEO—did not 
have much following in the State. 

Anandan ; '/ 

Trouble had been brewing ever -- 

since the soft spoken, bland Mr the inhnitanc< 
P. Bamachandran became the Mahatma Gat 
Union Energy Minister. Mr Ku- and or “natic 
mari Anandan thought that he sense”. His 
would have a greater say in the have the saffre 
Party’s organisational matters iu of the Congre 
the State at least. But when Mr lighted torch b 
Era Sezhian, formerly a DMK take the place 
heavyweight, was nominated to torch symbolis 
the Rajya Sahha, in spite of Mr of the poor, 
Anandan’s strong protests, the Janata Party I 
irate Janata MP started making to support Mr 
his plans. A few weeks later, he 
was asked by Mr P. Ramachan- But will he 
dran to discontinue as one of the solid, popuk 
General Secretaries of the Party. Though his 
The Party President, Mr Chan- good crowds, i 
drashekhar, had okayed his dis- Party will gro 
missal, it was claimed. other charisma 

in the new P< 

Mr Anandan said that he and 
his followers alone could claim A. r. 



Anandan ; '/ uni Kamraj’s hen' 

the inheritance of the ideals of 
Mahatma Gandhi and Kamaraj 
and or "nationalism In its true 
sense”. His Party's Hag would 
have the saffron, white and green 
of the Congress staudard but a 
lighted torch held in a hand would 
take the place of the charkha. The 
torch symbolised the aspirations 
of the poor, he. explained. Two 
Janata Party MLAs have decided 
to support Mr Kurnari Anandan. 

But will he be able to build a 
solid, popular political base? 
Though his meetings attract 
good crowds, it is doubtful if his 
Party will grow; there isn’t any 
other charismatic leader in sight 
in the new Parly. 

A. P. 
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Her frail husbaiid was suspended 
from the rafters all through the 
night and beaten when he con¬ 
sistently refused to divulge where 
the family jewels were kept. The 
polite took away the jewels in the 
end, she asserted. 

Several police officers and cons¬ 
tables flatly refused having tortured 
her and her family members. Some 
even declared that they had not 
seen her in the police station. 
Justice Anantaijarayanan found many 
contradictions in the police testimony, 
however, and found them repeating 
their denials in a "parrot-like 
manner”. 

Nagammal often complained that 
several constables and a doctor had 
shaved their luxuriant moustaches 
off in order to “look different”. But 
the several witnesses she had 
brought along with her recognised 
them. At least 21 people swore that 
they had seen the police, dragging 
her in a brutal manner from her 
house. 


Dr. K. Janaki. Professor of 
Forensic Medicine, Madras Medical 
College, said that there were definite 
marks of torture on Nagammal and- 
that the injuries could have been 
caused during the period in which 
Nagammal alleged that she was 
tortured. 

Dr. Janaki’s observation included 
the injury on Nagammal’s left 
forearm—a “mal-united fracture” 
where the bones are loose even now. 
Violent muscular exercise like 
wriggling under the intense heat of 
the fire lit below her could have 
caused the injury. Her nipples had 
been burnt and the opening on one 
of them had been completely 
obliterated. This could not have 
been self-inflicted. One finger on 
each hand had been twisted out of 
shape. Six definite lathi-marks on 
the woman's bottom were evident. 
There were also scars on the 
shoulders, as if Nagammal had been 
suspended for a long time. 

Nagammal has also complained 
that the police moonlighted with 
her cattle, family jewels and cook¬ 
ing utensils worth Rs one lakhi 
When t discreetly asked her relatives 
who had accompanied her to Madras 
if she could have possessed so much 
wealth they were not inclined to 
vouch for her story. One of them 
said: "She was quite rich by our 
standards; she had good cattle and 
some silver vessels. She also had 
some jewels but were they really 
worth Rs one lakh?” 

H OW reliable Is a psychiatrist's 
verdict if he has spent only 
sixty minutes examining the patient? 
Dr Somasundaram, wno spent an 
hour examining Nagammal told 
Justice Anantanarayanan that.'Nag- 
ammal was sane, yet his report con¬ 
ceded sbe was a paranoid, an 
abnormal person and that she 
suffered from delusions; How a 
person can be sane with all these 


mental problems was not explained 
by the doctor. Dr John Norman, a 
psychiatrist attached to the 
Cuddalore Hospital, failed to con¬ 
vince Justice Anantanarayanan of 
his reasons for denouncing Nag¬ 
ammal as insane. But it is possible 
Dr Norman could not present his ideas 
coherently and hence left behind an 
indelible negative impression. 

A leading Madras psychiatrist, 
who wants to remain anonymous, 
observed Nagammal several times 
whenever she went submitting peti¬ 
tions in Madras. He describes he‘r 
as a paranoid schizophrenic. "It is 
all right for her to chant Lord 
Muruga’s name,” he says, "but 
observe how she looks at Lord 
Muruga’s picture and talks to him. 
When she cries, giggles and com¬ 
plains to Lord Muruga for a long 
time, you will notice how sick she is. 
You will notice her delusions then.” 


It cannot be denied that she has 
undergone a great amount of 
physical torture but she certainly 
Suffers from a persecution mania. 
After submitting her petition to the 
Governor she refused to return to 
her village, fearing further 
oppression A man was sent to the 
village, along with her, to speak to 
the concerned officials A Raj 
Bhavan man also spoke to the 
villagers and warned them against 
doing anything to Nagammal, but 
the next day she was back in Madras 
with fantastic stories. She even 
accused the Raj Bbavan man of 


taking bribes from her “enemies". 
Is it possible that she acquired the 
persecution complex from the time 
she, a Harijan, married a man from 
an upper caste? She helped her 
husband augment their financial re¬ 
sources, which must have made her 
more unpopular with her fellow 
villagers. Of course her experiences 
during the Emergency would have 
made her feel worse. 

Justice Anantanarayanan can't 
stand mediocre psychiatrists and he 
must have felt a thorough disgust for 
Dr Norman’s unconvincing argu¬ 
ments. The judge is also very 
interested in R. D. Laing’s anti- 
psychiatry. According to Laing, a 
schizophrenic need not be given the 
usual treatment. For, he is making a 
“journey through the inner space”. 
Laing believes a “schizo" finds the 
cure through the delusion system. 

In an article written in The Hindu 
on April I, 1973 Justice Ananta¬ 
narayanan observed that very few 
seemed to have heard of Laing here 
“even amidst the experts I have 
met”. But Justice Anantanarayanan 
did concede that the drastic accep¬ 
tance of Laing’s views may be 
dangerous to many patients, while 
curative to some. 

Will it be too much for the 
authority to ask for a prolonged 
test of Nagammal? Perhaps Dr 
Somasundaran himself can devote 
more time to her case. 

ARTHUR PAIS. Madras 


Past # sms' catch up with 
Sanjay's man in Bhopal 


Youth Congress boss booked 

E MERGENCY strongman Ghufran- 
e-Azam returned home at 1 A M. 
on June 11 from a meeting he 
had himself organised to drum up 
support for Mrs Indira Gandhi in 
the event of her arrest. A couple 
of hours later, he was shaken out 
of bed by an agitated family mem¬ 
ber who whispered that a police 
posse had come to pick him up. 
Groggy with sleep, he came out of 
the room and was told by a waiting 
police officer that he was being 
arrested for his involvement in a 
series of violent incidents at Bhopal 
in October, 1974. The charges; 
attempted murder, riotous assem¬ 
bly, causing hurt to policemen on 
duty and kidnapping. Ghufran col¬ 
lected a few personal effects and 
was driven away to the nearby po¬ 
lice station. 

Tor the former General Secretary 
of the Indian Youth Congress, 
whose proximity to Mr Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi and Mr Vidya Charan Shukla 
bad given him virtually unbridled 
power during the Emergency, the 


for 1974 incident 



G hufran-e-Azam : 1974 remembered. 


wheel had turned full circle. 
Thirty-two-year-old Ghufran had 
strutted the political scene during 
those 19 months with the arrogance 
that had marked the behaviour of 
most of Sanjay’s confidantes. As 
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Sanjay's torch-bearer in Madhya 
Pradesh, he was humoured by the 
then Chief Minister and ‘salaamed’ 
by Government officials. More and 
more sterilisations and more and 
more trees—this was his panacea 
for the country’s ills. And the more 
he repeated this “mantra”, the more 
powerful he became. Ironically 
enough, the criminal charges that 
the Janata Party Government in 
Madhya Pradesh revived against him 
had been registered by the Con 
gress Government of Mr Prakash 
Chandra Sethi. 

The Bhopal police were excessi¬ 
vely cautious in choosing the time 
of Ghufran’s arrest. This was pei- 
haps because they did not want to 
take chances. Ghufran had become 
one of the more prominent Congress 
(I) activists in the town and was 
known to have friends who might 
have resisted a police attempt to 
arrest him. But more than this, the 
administration wanted to ensure 
that his arrest would not take on a 
communal colour in a town with a 
large Muslim population. The pre¬ 
cautions. as it turned out, proved 
quite unnecessary. The State Con¬ 
gress (I) issued a feeble protest 
statement, but there was not a 
ripple in Bhopal. If anything, there 


was a mild feeling of satisfaction 
among those who had seen his 
short-lived period of glory. 

Ghufran-e-Azam’s power was such 
during the Emergency that he suc¬ 
ceeded in getting a Congress ticket 
for the parliamentary seat of Vidisha 
in the March 1977 elections. He 
was routed by a Janata Party can¬ 
didate by a margin of over one 
lakh votes. He was an outsi¬ 
der in the constituency. He had 
wanted to fight the election from 
Bhopal, which had been represented 
for over 20 years by Dr Shankar 
Dayal Sharma, the former Union 
Minister and it had even seemed at 
the time that,he would edge out Dr 
Sharma and get the Party ticket. 


T HE charges against Ghufran are 
that he and his supporters 
clashed with policemen in Bhopal 
on October 2, 1974 after Ghufran 

slapped a junior doctor in a local 
hospital. A car was also set ablaze 
that day. The police say that Ghuf¬ 
ran slapped the medico because he 
felt he had nut properly tended to 
an accident victim, who was known 
to Ghufran. At that time, doctors 
in the hospital had gone on a pro¬ 
test strike for two or three days 


and it even seemed they would clash 
with Ghufran and his friends. One 
policeman had even been knifed in 
the hip. Though Ghufran claimed 
he had not touched the doctor, the 
latter had complained in writing 
that he had been slapped by the 
Youth Congress leader 

“The charges against me are 
false," says Ghufran. “It is true 
that they were framed by P. C. 
Sethi's Government, but that was 
because T was considered close to 
Shyama Charan Shukla and Vidya 
Charan Shukla. That doctor would 
have been beaten up by the acci¬ 
dent victim's relatives because he 
misbehaved with the patient. It was 
I who saved him. When all the 
fighting was going on, 1 was no¬ 
where around. Later, when I came 
to know all that, 1 reached the spot 
and tried to calm the situation. But 
I was dragged into the whole thing.” 
He says it is clear that he is being 
harrassed for political reasons be¬ 
cause it took the Janata Party 
Government one year to revive the 
cases. The earlier Governments, 
according to Ghufran, had no in¬ 
tention to prosecute him. 

ARVIND KALA, Bhopal 


Despite Project Tiger, 9 tigers 
killed in Sunderbans _ 

British couple help police unearth racket in animal skins 


S UNDAY, June 18, 1 a.in. The 
telephone shrilled in the third- 
floor flat opposite the Tollygunge 
Race Course, Calcutta. Befuddled 
with sleep, Mr Ran jit Mukherjee, a 
senior Deputy Superintendent of 
Police in the Intelligence section of 
the West Bengal Police, picked up 
the receiver. The caller was none 
other than Mr Rathin Bhattacharya, 
DIG (CID), who informed Mr 
Mukherjee that he would be met by 
a messenger in half an hour. The 
messenger carried special instruc¬ 
tions from the DIG for fhe exclu¬ 
sive attention of the DSP. 

On the dot of 1.30 a.m. a jeep 
halted on the road below and the 
messenger rang the doorbell. Mr 
Mukherjee hurriedly opened the 
sealed envelope and perused its con¬ 
tents; his instructions were to report 
at a fixed place at 10.30 that morn¬ 
ing. The address given was: Flat No. 
4, National Tower. Loudon Street. 

At the appointed time, Mr 
Mukherjee walked into the apart¬ 
ment where he found an English 
ci uple sitting with an Indian gentle¬ 
man. Mr Asoke Kumar. The for¬ 
eigners were Mr David M. Whiting 
and his wife Celia, a veterinary 
nurse. Both had opted to follow the 
lives of wildlife buffs who not only 
photographed their quarry but also 
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David. Whiting • In quest- of poachers 


wrote articles on it. Both are wild¬ 
life lovers who are avid photogra¬ 
phers and writers and are members 
of the international organisation 
“Beauty Without Cruelty”. The Exe¬ 
cutive Director of the organisation 
is none other than Mr Whiting him¬ 
self. 

He had come to India for a very 
specific purpose. His mother. Lady 
Muriel Whiting, was a staunch 
friend of Rukmini Devi Arundale 
and shared the famous dancer’s love 
of animals. In February this year, 
when Rukmini Devi had spoken to 
Mrs Whiting (Sr.), she had expres¬ 
sed concern about how wildlife laws 
were being flagrantly evaded. She 


also outlined how a group of busi¬ 
nessmen were engaged in a racket 
to supply animal skins to drawing 
rooms of the Western world. Lady 
Muriel implored her son to do some 
thing—hence his presence in India. 

For four months he had carefully 
laid his plans to get the masterminds 
behind the operation arrested. He 
and his wife travelled across India, 
posing as buyers of animal skins, in 
order to locate the kingpins behind 
the racket. They had spent time in 
Bombay as well as in Kalimpong but 
soon realised that the best centre 
for the trade in tiger skins is Cal¬ 
cutta. This is so because of the 
proximity of the city to the Sunder¬ 
bans, the mangrove breeding 
grounds for tigers which was ear¬ 
marked and singled out for special 
attention in 1973 under the Pro¬ 
ject Tiger scheme thanks to which 
the tiger population shot up from 
120 in 1972 to 186 in 1976. Another 
factor is the excellent tanneries in 
the city that can cure the skins and 
process them better than anywhere 
else in the country. However, there 
is no way that poaching in this area 
can really be effectively curbed; local 
inhabitants themselves turn a deaf 
ear to the prohibitory orders of the 
forest department. The really big 
operators, though, are those who are 
engaged by a group comprising big 




Mrs Gandhi's 'pilgrimage'to Paunar 

Urs, Chenna Reddy and Tirpude were there too 



O N June 25 Mrs Indira Gandhi 
met Acharya Vinoba Bhave at 
his ashram in Paunar. Though she 
said that her visit was a non-poli¬ 
tical one, right from the time of 
her arrival in Nagpur, Congress (1) 
workers from the neighbouring 
districts accompanied her wher¬ 
ever she went. Even at the gates 
of the ashram,, one could hear 
slogans like Janala Parly circus 
hai and Raj Naram joker hai. 

The former Prime Minister was 
not alone during this ‘nonpoliti 
cal’ tour. The Karnataka Chief 
Minister, Mr Devraj Urs, the An¬ 
dhra Pradesh Chief Minister, Dr 
Chenna Reddy, the Maharashtra 
Deputy Chief Minister, Mr N. K. 
Tirpude and Gujarat Congress (I) 
chief, Mr Ratubhai Adani were 
among the Congress (I) stalwarts 
who accompanied her. 

All did not go well with the 
Congress (I) president’s visit to 
Vinoba’s ashram. Many ashranii- 
tes protested to the Acharya 
against the political misuse of the 
ashram by Mrs Gandhi. Vinoba, 


however, overruled their objec¬ 
tions. When a largely circulated 
Marathi daily published a news 
report about the ashramites’ pro¬ 
test, an infuriated Vinoba banned 
the entry of newsmen into the 
ashram. The two Press confe¬ 
rences by Mrs Gandhi, therefore, 
had to be held on the premises of 
the Gandhi Memorial near the 
Paunar ashram. 

In the Press conference Mrs 
Gandhi refused to answer poli¬ 
tical questions. She wanted to 


only talk of “constructive pro¬ 
grammes”. When a newsman ask¬ 
ed her whether June 25 had been 
selected for declaring the Con¬ 
gress (l)’s economic programme in 
order to emphasise the “positive 
aspects” of the Emergency, there 
was a moment of silence. Then 
Mrs Gandhi gave a brief smile 
and glanced at Mr Devraj Urs. 

‘ Mr Urs looked, embarrassed for a 
moment. “It’s a mere coinci¬ 
dence", he said. 

L N. GUPTA, Nagpur 


businessmen as well as some high- 
ups of the police and the forest 
department. 

Project Tiger had been sanctioned 
a total of Rs 30 lakhs for a six-year 
contract by the World Wildlife Fund 
and former Prime Minister Mrs 
Gandhi had also assured that she 
would help. Rut the terrain in the 
Sunderbans is such that three con¬ 
secutive Field Directors have been 
transferred on the grounds that they 
find the terrain “uninhabitable". It 
was due to the determined efforts of 
another DFO, Mr Kalyan Chakra- 
voity, that in three years the Sun 
derharts became the best area under 
Project Tiger. A delighted Finance 
Minister. Mr II. M. Pale), wrote to 
the Chief Minister of West Bengal. 
Mr Jyoti Basu: “I should say it is a 
magnificent performance. The term 
of Project Tiger should be extended 
by another six years.” He also assu¬ 
red that finance would pose no 
problem. 

This shot in the arm for Project 
Tiger proved to be an ill omen for 
Mr Kalyan Chakravorty, whose cfli 
ciency now posed a serious prob¬ 
lem to the future plans of some 
wayward bosses of the forest depart 
ment. The “exit Kalyan" plan was 
initiated by these officers to whose 
clandestine activities the conscien¬ 
tiousness of the young officer posed 
a serious problem. Mr Chakravorty 
was moved out of the way in Sep¬ 
tember 1977. Poachers gained a fresh 
lease of life. At least nine tigers 
were kilted in the last nine months, 
some of them within the boundaries 
of the Project Tiger jurisdiction. 


nrilE skins are transported to Cal- 
1 cutta where they are processed 
at the tanneries in Tiljala and Tapa- 
sia and finally find their way into 
the curio shops in the New Market. 
In addition, leopard and python 
skins find their way from Manas in 
Assam and Bella in Bihar and the 
jungles of North Bengal. Even¬ 
tually they are parcelled directly to 
Hong Kong, either by air or by ship. 

In the foreign markets, the- skin 
of a Royal Bengal Tiger sells at bet¬ 
ween Rs 50,000 and Rs 60,000 while 
the price asked in Calcutta is bet¬ 
ween Rs 10,000 to Rs 12,000, The 
skin of a standard-sized python is 
valued at Rs 22 a foot while that of 
a crocodile fetches Rs 3S per inch of 
its width. 

Mr and Mrs Whiling had posed 
as buyers in order to locale the 
shops where these transactions are 
carried out and once they had loca¬ 
ted their quarry, Mr Asoke Kuinar 
had taken them to the DIG, Mr 
Rathin Bhattacharya. They had for¬ 
mulated a plan by which they hoped 
to corner the shops that dealt in the 
skins, and so at 11.30 that Sunday 
morning, they, arrived at the New 
Market. Mr Ranjit Mukherjee and 
three assistants used a jeep, while 
the foreign “buyers” came by a 
special olive green \an. 

The snare had to be set carefully, 
for a similarly planed operation in 
1974 had aborted when the presence, 
of too many plain-clothes policemen 
alerted the quarry who eventually 
escaped scot free. The Whitings, 
posing as casual buyers, pointed out 


some shops to Mr Mukherjee, and 
agreed to spring their operation at 
3-15 that afternoon. The aid had 
been enlisted of Mr Tapan Cha¬ 
kravorty, Assistant Commissioner of 
Calcutta Police (Intelligence) since 
the market area falls under the 
jurisdiction of the Calcutta Police. 

Exactly at 3.15 p.ra. the jeep and 
the van pulled up once again in 
front of the market and the Whitings 
made their way to the shop in ques¬ 
tion. At the entrance to the mar¬ 
ket stood Sub-Inspector Mr Himadri 
Bhattacharya in civilian clothes. 
Other officers also ringed the area- 
all in plain clothes and posing as 
unconcerned passers-by. Mr Whiting 
gave the alarm with the pre-arran¬ 
ged signal—a sudden feigned onset 
of stomach cramps. 

The police swooped and with four 
revolvers staring him in the face, 
the shopkeeper had no alternative 
but to surrender his stock of two 
seven-foot python skins. This was no 
big catch by any standards but Mr 
Whiting pointed out another shop to 
Mr Ranjit Mukherjee where two 
leopard skins and two skins of Royal 
Bengal Tigers were apprehended. 
The latter measured 107 inches and 
95 inches and would fetch prices of 
Rs 12,500 and Rs 8,500, respectively. 

Where are the rest of the seven 
skins? And who are the killers? To 
solve this part of the riddle, Mr 
Kalyan Chakravorty, now reappoin¬ 
ted Field Director, has set oft for the 
Sunderbans once more, 

TAPASH GANGULY. Calcutta 
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Highlights of the World Cup 


C ORDOBA must ‘be something of 
.1 bachelor's paradise. With 
women outnumbering the gentry by 
seven to one, it must also be a 
haven for harassed husbands of all 
descriptions. The local charmers cer- 
tuinly iiad much to occupy them 
during the run of the World Cup 
matches, and authoritative sources 
claim that the arrival of the Scot¬ 
tish team—and their loyal support¬ 
ers—caused many a heart to flutter 
dangerously. Soulful-looking girls 
Used to put in frequent appearances 
at bars, asking questions like: “You 
know Robert ? lie has the red hair!" 

Perhaps the most difficult task 
for the. fans was the pronunciation 
of the names of all their heroes. 
Superstars were born overnight — 
players came to Argentina as virtual 
unknowns and left as demigods. 
Peruvian midfieldsinan Teofilo Cubi 
Has was singled out for attention 
and dubbed the second Pele. In 
their very first match against Scot¬ 
land, who had a definite psychologi¬ 
cal advantage thanks to a massive 
Press build-up, it was Cubillas who 
Scored two goals within six minutes 
of each other. Another Peruvian to 
leave a mark was Argentine bom 
goalkeeper Ramon Quiroga who 
distinguished himself in the very 
same match by saving a penalty 
kick. His best performance was yet 
to come, though. On June 18 he 
played the game of his life against 
Poland even though the latter won 
by a solitary goal. The margin of 
defeat would have been consider¬ 
ably greater had not Quiroga been 
guarding the posts. This eccentric 
Player won the hearts of the crowd 
—although not the kisses of his 
manager— when he took an active 
part in the attack. He is the first 
custodian in the tournament to be 
warned by a referee for fouling on 
the far half of the field. 

Mario Kempes, the muscular and 
long-haired Argentinian midfielder, 
was the top scorer of the tourna¬ 
ment with six goals. His two 
goals in the final denied the Dutch 
the chance of celebrating their 100th 
year of soccer with a victory in 
the World Pup final. It also put 
him two goals ahead of Rob Rensen- 
brink of Holland. Kempes, 23 and a 
bachelor, had orginally left his 
homeland in 1970 in order to play 
for the Spanish team of Valencia, 
but the Argentine Soccer Federation 
negotiated his return when they 
start’d preparations for the World 
Cup. It was the wisest move they 
ever made. 

Another Argentinian hero was 
goalkeeper Ubaldo Fillol, against 
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The Holy Grail for 16 teams the 
FIFA Cup 



Argentinian captain Daniel Passa 
rella, waving the trophy aloft 



Italian goalie Dmo Zoff snatches the boll away from the eager boots of 
attacking Brazilian forward Jose "Oscar* Bernard* during the tie for third 
and fourth places 






The final: Argentinian goalie Ubaldo Filial defends against Holland’s Arte 
Haan (centre, left}. On the left is Holland's Johnny Hej> 


whom only Jour goals were scored 
in lhe course of seven matches, in¬ 
cluding the final. His spectacular 
leaps were a constant source of frus¬ 
tration to the Dutch attacks, but it 
was perhaps his West German coun¬ 
terpart who stole most of the lime¬ 
light. If Argentina banked heavily 
on the mastery of Kempes, it was 
Sepp Muicr on whom the West 
Germans bet their money. Although 
Cup holders West Germany never 
looked like the champions, Maier 
created a new record for World Cup 




I—^ 

Italy vs Argentina- frenzied action around the Italian citadel. 
From l to r: Passarella (Arg), Beiugi (1), Gallega (Arg), Scirea (/), Kent- 
ptt» {Arg) f and Cuccuredu (I) 


goalkeeping by keeping his citadel 
intact for 449 minutes. 

The Dutch team this year were 
blit a shade of their former selves 
—many of their best players stayed 
back for a variety of reasons and 
they sorely missed the brilliant 
Johann Cruyff—Kron, Haan. Rob 
Rcnsenbrink and the van der Ker- 
khoff twins—Willy and Rene •— 
showed that there was still a sting 
in the Dutch attack. Rcnsenbrink 
.scored the 1,000th goal in the his¬ 
tory of the World Cup tournament 
and was rewarded with a comme¬ 
morative stamp and free air tickets 
for his family for another Argentin¬ 
ian’ trip. 

Ally Macleod’s Scots could not 
have caused more of an uproai had , 
they played in kilts and sporrans. ■ 
Rated as the best European team 
going, they eventually proved to be 
nothing more than a damp squib. 

Rrazil were another colossal let¬ 
down. To King Pele, present as a 
commentator, it must have seemed 
a far cry from the days whe.n his 
team reigned supreme. 


DAVID McMAHON 
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Vital facts about Colds and Flu 
and how to fight these ailments 


“I find 
Anacin of 
great help”, 
says Nurse 
Angela 
Fernandes . 



Nurse Angela Fernandes 
finds Anacin strong 
enough to give quick 
relief front the aches and 
pains of colds and flu . 


What causes colds 
and flu? 

Air-borne viruses from 
infected persons spread 
colds and flu. Normally, 
the body resists these 
viruses. But over-exer¬ 
tion or under-nourish¬ 
ment weakens the body 
and lowers resistance 
to infection. 

What are the symptoms? 
Bodyache, heaviness in 
the head, sneezing and 
a runny nose. Flu is 
often accompanied by 
shivering, discomfort 
and sweating. Cough, 
sore throat, loss of 
appetite and fatigue 
may follow. 

Can it lead to 
complications? 
Neglected cases may 
lead to pneumonia and 


infection of the upper 
respiratory tract. 

How does Anacin help? 

Anacin relieves the 
misery of colds and 
flu. Anacin is Strong— 
it contains more of the 
pain-reliever doctors 
most recommend all 
over the world. Anacin 
is trusted by millions. 
It is a combination of 
medicines like a 
doctor’s trusted pre¬ 
scription. Sq at the first 
signs of cold or flu take 


Anacin four times a 

day. 

What else should 

you do? 

• Drink plenty of 
fluids, boiled water, 
orange or lemon 
juice 

• Eat nourishing foods 

• Rest adequately 

• Gargle with anti¬ 
septic or salt water 

• Keep rooms properly 
ventilated. 



Strong and trusted 

MANNERS 

&NA Cl)/ 


India's most popular pain-raliavar 


From the Anacin Division of Geoffrey Manners 
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Northants bowl out Bedi 
with 'shooter* 


Northants have bowled 
Bishen Singh Bedi a vicious 
grasscutter by dismissing 
him from the county team. 
0. M. outlines the details 
of the sacking and the sub 
sequent goings- on before 
thi? investigating tribunal. 


I F MUSES can be endowed with 
human qualities, what better 
adjective than "capricious” can be 
used to describe the Muse of Sport? 
Never before, 'in recent memory, has 
a Test captain been denied renewal 
of a contract in English county cri¬ 
cket. Bishen Singh Bedi, veteran of 
many a Test battle, need hardly be 
asked to prove his cricketing abili¬ 
ties. 

If that be the case, why was his 
contract with Northamptonshire not 
renewed? In spite of a verbal assu¬ 
rance that he could play for as long 
as he liked, he was told last August 
by Northants secretary, Mr Kenneth 
Turner, that his services would not 
be required this year. Subsequent 
reasons tendered were that his bow¬ 
ling had deteriorated and—remem¬ 
ber the last straw that broke the 
camel’s back?—his fielding had be¬ 
come nothing more than a liability. 

India's 31-year-old Test captain had 
served Northants for six years and 
was taken on, in the words of Mr 
Stuart McKinnon (QC for Northants 
Cricket Club) "because of his extra¬ 
ordinary ability as a slow, left arnt 
bowler” as well as the “highly suc¬ 
cessful Indian tour of this country 
in 1971, in which Mr Bedi played a 
considerable part”. According to ty)c- 
Kinnon. he maintained a high start 
dard in the seasons from 1972 to 
1974, but after that his bowling per¬ 
formance declined. Laughably, the 
reason to which the QC attributes 
this alleged failure is that he had to 
bowl all through the year ever since 
he was appointed India's captain tn 
1975. "His performance was no 
better than ordinary and did not 
justify star status.” 

Added McKinnon; "Mr Bedi lpok- 
cd tired throughout the 1976 season 
following a strenuous winter tour 
with his country. He was mentally 
and physically exhausted after more 
than a year's continuous cricket.” 
Based on these charges, therefore, 
Northants decided that it was not a 
healthy investment to pay the Indian 
star £3,106 a yeap—the highest salary 


paid to a Northerns player. In addi¬ 
tion, Bedi also received his family’s 
plane fare between India and Britain 
as well as an accommodation allow¬ 
ance. 

Bedi’s subsequent court appeal on 
grounds that it was an unfair dis¬ 
missal was rejected by a three- 
member tribunal. To add insult to 
injury, when Turner informed him of 
the non-renewal of the contract, Bedi 
affirms: “He did not even say why 
there was not even a 'thank you’ for 
my services to the Club. I have 
been deprived of a benefit which 
would have been my right in another 
three to four years perhaps." 

He certainly has a point there. 
Benefits can rake in as much as 
£20,000 and the beneficiary can cock 
a cheeky thumb at the tax man. 
Although a benefit would not have 
been Bedi’s prerogative, it is most 
likely that Northants would have 
done the needful—especially consi¬ 
dering that captaincy of the county 
had been offered to Brdi in 1975. 
The Indian star had at I he lime tur¬ 
ned down the proposal, albeit infor¬ 
mally, because he felt it an English¬ 
man’s duty to lead such a side. How 
high would our feelings run if, say, 
Brearlcy were to take over the 
Bengal team? 

Bedi also refuted the claim that 
year-round cricket had drained him. 
He admitted that he was probably 
physically stale but stressed "I can¬ 
not accept that I am mentally sick 
of the game." How can such an 
allegation be made in Ihe light of 
Bedi's performance against the Aus¬ 
tralians last winter? His record 54 
wickets on their pitches is sufficient 
testimony to the fact that he is still 
very much a world-class bowler. 
True, Northants are within their 
rights to point out that this was a 
Test feat and no contribution to 
their brand of county cricket. Statis¬ 
tics. however, always hold good. If 
Bedi is capable -of Wreaking such ha¬ 
voc in the Test arena, it is just as 
obvious that he qan repeat the pro¬ 
cess in county matches. The very 
fact that he is still capable of taking 
a prodigious number of scalps speaks 
for Itself. Think again, Northants. 
This is one horse that hasn't stopped 
galloping yet. 

The tribunal have withheld the 
reasons fot their decision for the 
time being but Bedi has made it 
publicly known that he will appeal 
again once they announce on what 
basis they came to such a conclu¬ 
sion. It is very clear that he is not 
doing this to preserve his reputation 
as hoth bowler and cricketer—his 
captaincy of the Test side can never 


Tragic hero ? 

N orthants feel that of late 
he’s got more wickets for his 
country than his county and is 
therefore not worth the invest¬ 
ment, It's harsh reality, and 
unfortunate for Bishen who has 
been denied a benefit and a 
chance of making substantial mo¬ 
ney. Whether it’s unfair or not 
depends on whether Bishen was, 
as he claims, given an assurance 
that he would not be sacked for 
some time. Even so a verbal as¬ 
surance is in no wav a verbal 
commitment. 

MANSUR ALI KHAN 
PATAUD! 


be brought to an end simply because 
of his brush with Northants. Conver¬ 
sely, he is fighting for the principle of 
the whole affair—whatever Northants 
are playing, it certainly isn’t cricket. 

Among others who deposed be¬ 
fore the court was the former 
Northants and Pakistan skipper, 
Mushtaq Mohammed. He reminded 
the tribunal that Bedi’s bowling 
had often been the deciding factor 
in Northants' victories and ended by 
saying that the sacked player is still 
a world-class bowler. Cricket writer 
and commentator Dicky Rutnagar, 
also gave evidence on Bedi’s behalf, 
reminding the court that he had 
been unfortunate to have several 
catches dropped off his bowling. 
Former vice-president of Northants, 
Mr John Miller, voiced his shock at 
the news of Bedi's dismissal. While 
Ihe Northants secretary had an¬ 
nounced that Bedi treated county 
cricket with too casual an air and— 
sin of sins—would not join the team, 
for drinks after their games, Mr 
Miller had a reasonable explanation 
in that the Indian skipper would go 
home early to help his wife with the 
cooking. 

Things have indeed come to a 
sorry state if one's seriousness to¬ 
wards the grand old institution of 
county cricket is judged by the 
number of hours one spends at the 
bar with team members. Shakes¬ 
peare had a good thing going when 
he wrote: 

When beggars die, there are no 
comets seen. 

The heavens themselves blaze 
forth the death of princes. 

There must have been all hell let 
loose in the firmament over Nor 
thants the night ltcdi was sacked. 

45 




How the plot was hatched 
to kill Mujib 


In this extract from 'The Midnight Massacre 
in Dacca' by SUKHARANJAN DASGUPTA 
(Vikas Books, Rs. 35), the author takes us to 
Dacca in April '75. Anti-Indian feeling was 
high and Major-General Zia had already ad¬ 
vocated a military take-over. Bangladesh was 
uneasy and the conspirators were closing in 
on the ’Father of the Nation*. 


I N April 1975 1 met Tajuddin at Dhanmandi, Dacca. We 
talked for a long while about the state of affairs in 
Bangladesh. 

The Indian Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation 
at the time, Jagjivan Ram, was in Dacca too. Following 
negotiations between him and the Irrigation Minister of 
Bangladesh, a treaty was signed. A* number of Indian 
journalists, including myself, went around the offices to 
collect further information pertaining to the treaty. We 
soOn found out that we were not exactly welcome. Earlier, 
journalists from Calcutta had been received with much 
warmth. Now the red carpets were being rolled out for 
the white and yellow-skinned journalists instead. We were, 
of course, not surprised. As we probed different circles 
we heard many stories. Some said that Mujib was going 
to step down. Some criticized him for the dismember¬ 
ment of Pakistan while others condemned Tajuddin. 

To get at the bottom of it a;ll I rang up Tajuddin. 
He at once asked me over to his place. Next morning 
X was at his residence with a volume of Vidyasagar’a 
works. Earlier, when he had been a Minister in the 
Mujib Cabinet he had asked for the complete works of 
Vidyasagar, and I had already sept him two volumes. 
He was glad to have the third. He told someone that 
he wanted to be alone with me and closed the door. 

Even before I could pul my first question Tajuddin 
lowered his voice and said, “For the last four or five 
months I have not stepped out of my house. There is 
a plot afoot." 

“What plot, and who are the ones involved in it?” 
I asked. 

“It is an assassination plot. The plotters are those 
who had never wanted the birth of Bangladesh.” 

“Can you name them? Are they foreigners, or do 
they live here?" 

“They are the close confidantes of Sheikh Mujib.” 
“Is the Sheikh aware of it all?” 

“Maybe he is." 

Then Tajuddin told me all. It was a few days 
earlier, he told me. that Major General Zia had called 
cn him at night. According to Zia, the armjf wanted to 
stage a coup and remove Sheikh Mujib from power. He 
would be interned at the Dacca Cantonment, but 
Tajuddin had refused to be a party to this coup. He 
had asked Zia not to involve him. 
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“He had not come to me on his own initiative,” 
Tajuddin said. “Someone must have sent him to find out 
my feelings and reactions. Of course, I have informed 
Mujib about Zia’s proposal.” 

, “What did he say?” 

“I am not sure if he had believed what 1 told him. 
However, for the time being T shall keep away from poli 
tics. One of my brothers is lying seriously ill in the next 
room. I have little time for anything else. Moreover, 
the prevailing situation in the country is far from healthy. 
Anti-Indian feelings ride high. The communal leaders 
who had been the stooges of the Pakistani junta during 
the liberation struggle have jockeyed themselves into 
key administrative posts. How will I face the Indian 
Government and the people of India? You know how 
much your people and Government helped us. All that 
is said against India are blatant lies. It was clearly done 
with a motive. So I just want to keep aloof from it all.” 

“But you Were speaking about a conspiracy,” I in- 
terruped him. Tajuddin pondered awhile and then said, 
“It will be the end for us all. We are marked out for 
liquidation.” 

"What do you mean by your being 'marked out'?” 

“Well, yes. None of us will survive. To make sure 
that we don’t, the blueprint has been arranged and 
completed.” 

“Are you not going to do anything about it?" 

"I am telling you all this because I believe you are 
my friend. Please tell it all to Golak Majumdar (then 
XG, BSF) once you go back to Calcutta." (When Tajuddin 
had left Bangladesh for Calcutta in 1971, he had been 
received at the border by Chattopadhyay, the Chief of 
BSF Intelligence. He was thereafter brought to the BSF 
headquarters. Thus a close tie had been formed between 
the BSF and the Liberation Government.) 

I assured him that I would. Then Tajuddin returned 
to his narrative. "Since Bhutto’s visit to Dacca four or 
five persons from the Awarni League led' by Khondakar 
have been plotting to overthrow Mujib- And they haVe 
the hejp of some alien power. The Minister of Trade 
and Commerce, Khondakar, had recently been to Jeddah. 
At the same tjme a Pakistani delegation was there. It 
is there that everything was finalized. Returning to 
Dacca, Khondakar frequently met David Roster, the 
American Ambassador at Dacca, at the residence of 
Manik Mian.” 

“Had he been alive Manik Mian would never have 
allowed such meetings in his bouse. After I gave up 
the Finance portfolio the American Embassy withdrew 
three crores of rupees from the bank in one day alone. 
So the conspirators do not lack funds either." 

I could not restrain my curiosity at this point. “But 
what interest do the Americans have. What do they 
stand to gain?” 

“A lot. When Yahya and Bhutto were carrying on 
a genocide in Bangladesh, America was the only country 
to support them. The Nixon administration took a 
tremendous drubbing from India in diplomatic moves 




Sheikh Mujib, with Tajuddin Ahmed, when he returned to Dacca m January ’72 : Adulation uxu pasting, hate 
won. 


and countermoves. Now they want to settle the score 
and have ini"*»d mds with the conspirators. As for 
the Islar .,,ies, specially Saudi Arabia, Jordan 

and Lib ,y cannot reconcile themselves to a secular 

Banglado,,. indirectly they have promised help and aid 
only it Bangladesh is made an Islamic State. But wc 
have won the elections in 1970 and also in 1973 with 
secularism as one of our election. planks. There cannot 
be any question of discarding it now. So they are bent 
on creating trouble in the country. What is more, 
Khondakar has never wanted a free and sovereign 
Bangladesh. He has always remained in touch with the 
Pakistani leaders." 

“Do you know why the Pakistani Army cracked down 
upon us? I will tell you the reason. We five top leaders of 
the Awami League had planned to wrest the power in 
Pakistan through elections. We would have thrown out 
the Pakistanis from East Pakistan. We had chalked out 
the strategy too. The Awami League would form the 
government as the Party in majority. The Sheikh would 
not accept any cabinet post. Sayed Najrul would be the 
Prime Minister while I would be made the Home 
Minister. Khondakar would ' be the Speaker of the 
Parliament. As the Prime Minister, Najrul would order 
the withdrawal of all Pakistani troops'from East 
Pakistan and 1 would have it carried out. Once that 
was done, Miijib, as the Esther of the Nation, would 


convene a meeting of the national Parliament at Dacca 
where he would propose the creation of a free and in¬ 
dependent Bangladesh. With the passing of this resolu¬ 
tion, Bangladesh as a nation would technically be bom, 
Bhutto got wind of this secret plan. It was Khondakar 
who had leaked it out to him. And that was why the 
Pakistani junta cracked down on us on 25 March and 
unleashed the reign of terror. 

"During the liberation struggle,” he continued, 
"Khondakar and his henchmen had tried to sabotage 
plans all the time. In this Khondakar had received help 
from the members of Mujib’s own family." 

"Why didn’t you tell Sheikh Mujib about it?" 

"He did not want to listen." 

“Why don't you try again?" 

“I have never wanted any misunderstanding and 
bitterness between Sheikh Mujib and myself. As a 
matter of fact it was only a few days ago that he rang 
me up. He asked me to see him. He wanted to tell me 
something very important. 1 told him, ‘Bangabandhu, 
you love me, but most of the members of your family 
do not. If I go over to your place there will be trouble 
in your family and I do not want that/ Then, over the 
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phone itself. Sheikh .asked me to be the General 
Secretary of BAKSAL. But I told him I had decided to 
stay out of active politics. 

‘‘As a matter of fact, it is not only the CIA which 
is pouring in dollars to recruit stooges, the Russians are 
also playing the same game,” Tajuddin went on. "The 
Communist Party of Bangladesh and the NAP (Mujaffar) 
are not the only recipients of funds from the Russian 
Embassy at Dacca. The Russians have helped finance a 
newspaper published by one of the close relatives of 
Sheikh MujJb. Except for India, 11 other superpowers 
want to make a second Vietnam of Bangladesh. And 
this country is in their clutches. This is why 1 have 
kept myself away. 

“All the architects of a sovereign, independent 
Bangladesh, will be liquidated," be repeated again and 
again. 

“Does the Government of India know?” 1 asked. 

“It should know. After all, the officers of the Indian 
High Commission have their ears to the ground.” 

“The genesis of Bangladesh marks the defeat of 
American diplomacy, so she seeks io avenge her 
humiliation. But why arc the Russians too working 
against you?” 

“It is simply a matter of tivalry. The espionage 
agents of both the countries are qoite active here, and 
there are people amongst us who can be bought. They 
have no sense of patriotism. Otherwise, they could not 
have gone for cocktails for the American Embassy when 
their own relations had been killed by Pakistani occupa¬ 
tion forces armed by the same Americans. They know 
little of Islam, yet they mouth it constantly to encourage 
communalism.” \ 

“In Dacca, Gurugano*-, a Soviet citizen, and myself 
have spent months at the Dacca Inter-Continental. 
Guruganov is a frequent visitor and speaks Bengali 
flawlessly. It is, reported that he is a high-ranking officer 
of the KGB and is in charge of the espionage ring in 
the sub-continent. Our pro-Soviet leaders are forever 
conferring with him. There is little Sheikh Mujib can 
do if the people of this country put themselves at the 
beck and call of foreign espionage agencies. 

“The nation is caught up in the web of counter¬ 
moves by the countries who at one time had tried to 
stifle the young republic,” Tajuddin commented. 

After this tong discussion with Tajuddin, 1 went to 
A. H. M. Kamru Hainan's residence. The first thing he 
asked for was the tin of zarda. I gave him a tin every 
time 1 went to Dacca. I assured him that I had one 
for him at my hotel. 

He wanted to know who were the men 1 had met 
and what had I gleaned so far front their views. 

“How arc the things here?” I asked. 

“Bad,” he said with a grim smile. 

“How?” 

“Khondakar is batching a plot, I will say no more; 
you can dig up the rest. 1 will go ,t'o Calcutta soon, 
maybe then I will tell you everything.” 

At night 1 was invited to a party ait the house of 
Jahanara Islam on Elephant Road, Dacca. There I came 
across a couple of-army officers, including Major Dalim, 
A. M. Akhtar, the then Director General of the Infor¬ 
mation Department of Bangladesh, and Shaymal Lodh, 
the BBC correspondent. We started talking about the 
failure of the Mujib administration. Major Dalim 
asserted that only the imposition of,a military rule could 
deliver 1 Bangladesh from Mujib’s. hand. Anti-Indian 
sentiments ran high and I had to keep mum. in fact it 
WM Akhtar who nad earlier called me aside and re¬ 


quested me not to say a thing. He tired to divert the 
conversation but failed. 


On the way back to the hotel Akhtar wanted my 
assessment of the slate of affairs in the country. I 
could only say, “I don’t find it any worse.” 

Next morning I met Abdul Gaffar Chnudhury, the 
famous journalist, who had been jailed for his writing a 
number of times during the Ayub regime. He told me 
that he was leading the country as his wife was seriously 
ilL Mujib was helping him in this. 


“I am probably leaving Dacca for good,” GafTar told 
me. “The embassy of a western nation is rather active 
in organizing a coup, and a circle close to Sheikh Mujib 
hen lent its support to it. A few days back, at a dinner 
at the residence of an editor, Major General Zia had 
advocated the imposition of military rute. David Hosier, 
the American Ambassador, was there and he supported 
Zia. It was obvious to everyone present that something 
was going to happen.” 


Requested by my friends, I went to meet Khondakar, 
the Minister for Trade and Commerce in Mujib's cabinet. 
He embraced me and asked me how things were in 
Calcutta, bt 1971 he had stayed close to my house in 
Calcutta for about 10 months. Almost every morning 
we met. He had always complained that the Calcutta 
papers did not give as much importance to him as they 
did to Tajuddin and Najrul Islam, although he had been 
the Foreign Minister for the Liberation Government. 
Often be Sent his supporters to newspaper offices in 
Calcutta to have his statements published 

That day he told me that as the Minister for Trade 
and Commerce he had wanted to promote bilateral trade 
between India and Bangladesh. He tried to export fish 
to Calcutta. But it was Sheikh Mujib who held him 
back. I did not then understand why he was airing his 
grievances against Mujib to a foreign journalist like me. 
Everyone in Bangladesh knew that it was Khondakar who 
had spoilt relations between Sheikh Mujib and 
Tajuddin. 


I came back fo Calcutta and reported everything to 
Golak Majuimlar. And then I wrote two big articles on 
the Dacca situation. Once they were published two 
Ministers from Dacca rang me up and congratulated me. 
They had hoped that this would save their lives, but it 
did not. 

Following our meeting, Golak Majumdar sent a long 
confidential report to Aswini Kumar, the Director General, 
Border Security Force. 1 saw a copy of it. There Golak 
Majumdar had said that something was afoot in 
Bangladesh. The army especially had become rather 
active there. 


Golak Mujumdar’s report to Delhi brought to 
Calcutta Rustomjce, who was then Special Secretary in 
the Home Ministry. He summoned me and wanted to 
hear what Tajuddin had told me in Dacca. I told him 
everything in detail. Rustomjec went back, bqt soon 
Emergency was clamped dowp on India and It was no 
longer possible for us to write on Bangladesh. Siddhartha 
Ray, the then Chief Minister of West Bengal, made the 
Censor Board at Delhi understand that it would displease 
the five Muslim Members of his Cabinet if anything was 
written on Bangladesh. Consequently, J. C. Aimani, the 
Joint-Secretary, Bangladesh Section, Ministry of External 
Affairs, notified the Press that coverage of Bangladesh 
was banned. A spokesman of the Ministry of External 
Affairs, the Press Counsellor at the Indian High Com¬ 
mission in Dacca had asked him to stop publication of 
all news about Bangladesh in the Calcutta papers. “But 
I don t understand why Asoke Gupta had made such a 
request,” P. N. Haksar told us. 

Because no news anfld be published about Bangla¬ 
desh for quite some time we even stopped gathering 
pews from there. It was a kind of Press blackout on 
Bangladesh, something that perhaps helped the 
conspirators. 
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that Jawed Usmani did so at the 


tration training. He resigned 
from there in February, 1977 to 
appear at the IAS examination in 
October/November of that year and 
since December he has worked as a 
lectureh in the Department of 
Business Administration. Aligarh 
Muslim University. It is not at all 
surprising in view of his record that 
he has since topped both the IAS 
and IFS. , 


P KISTAN’s deposed Prime Minist¬ 
er, Zulflkar AH Bhutto, has j 
announced to his family that be has ! 
no intention of asking for clemency j 
in the event of the failure of his | 
appeal to the Supreme Court against 
the death sentence for murder. He. j 
has stressed that it is a matter of 

a honour and has warned his ; 

“I shall not allow you to 1 
appeal for me. If you do so I shall 
disown you. I shall divorce my two 
wives and dissociate myself from my : 
children I love you very much but 
for my honour you must not do this.” ; 
His words have been made public' 
by his daughter Benazir who was | 
recently released from house arrest 


age of thirteen it gives you a good 
idea of his academic prowess. He 
completed high school at the Govern¬ 
ment Inter College, Bareilly, where 
he was ranked third in the State of 
Uttar Pradesh. He was subsequently 
awarded a Government of India 
Scholarship and on the strength of 
that, he completed his intermediate 
at the same college where he chose 
Physics. Chemistry and Mathematics 
as his subjects. In 1970 he was 
awarded the National Science Talent. 
Search Scholarship and the following 
year he completed the Intermediate 
with an aggregate of 85%. He then 
joined Aligarh Muslim University 
where he did the B.Sc course. On 
completion of this course in 1973 he 
stood first in the University with 
88.6% and was awarded the Univer¬ 
sity Gold Medal and a further 
Government of India Merit Scholar¬ 
ship. He then enrolled for the M.Sc 
course at the same university, where 
he chose Physics as his subject but 
left after a year to join the Indian 
Institute of Management at Ahmeda- 
bad. In the period 1974-78 he took 
a post-graduate diploma in Business, 
Management where his major sub¬ 
jects were Marketing Finance and 
Production Management. He was 
subsequently ranked sixth in the 
Institute and was also awarded the 
Shree Ram Scholarship by the Delhi 
Cloth and General Mills Co.- Ltd. In 
addition he was also honoured with 
the India Pistons Ltd scholarship for 
academic excellence in the first and 
second years of the programme res¬ 
pectively. He then worked for nine 
and a half months (from May 1876 
to February 1977) as a management 
trainee in tbe Thread Group of 
Madura Coats Ltd. where he com¬ 
pleted the find sales adminls- 



in Karachi after the Sind High Court 
decreed that her detention was 
illegal. She is hemmed in by the 
blanket ban on all political activity 
and wherever she goes she has a tail 
—members of the Intelligence who 
dog her footsteps, riding behind her 
on motorcycles and in jeeps. In¬ 
terestingly. she still refers to her 
father as the ‘‘chairman” and the 
“Prime Minister”. The "chairman”, 
It seems, is overjoyed that 
bis Oxford-educated daughter has 
been released and he has asked her 
to continue campaigning in the vast 
southern Sind province. She, how¬ 
ever, has other ideas: “I want you 
released and am going to work for 
your lawyers here at the Supreme 
Court.” She reminds her follow¬ 
ers: “The chairman gave fhe 

people an idea, you can get rid of the 
man but not the idea. Once people 
have been given freedom you cannot 
•take it away from them.” 



'Beatrice Wagner: lacy attraction 


A T a recent fashion show, Califor¬ 
nia Mart displayed their latest 
range of lingerie and women’s un¬ 
derwear.- Flimsy innovations follow¬ 
ed on the heels of equally impro¬ 
bable outfits as the eyes of the male 
members of the audience grew 
rounder and rounder. Strapless 
bikinis designed to captivate the 
opposite sex and further undercover 
inventions formed the basis of a two- 
hour display during ; which flash 
bulbs popped furiously and husbands 
escorted by their wives tried to look 
disinterested and nonchalant. Garters 
seemed to be the “in thing” this 
summer while model Beatrice 
Wagner showed off the. charms of an 
outfit of power knit and fibrefill for 
the figure-consdous; it is supposed 
to help the wearer slim while it is 
donned. Also on display was a sec¬ 
tion entitled “underwear for every 
occasion” which certainly attracted 
the inquisitive like moths to a candle, 
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this india 


prize re. 30 for the entry given tint humour in real life 


YAMUNANAGAR: All shops at Mustafa- 
bad, including tea stalls, were, dosed 
When a team of Health Department 
Officials came to the town in order to 
seize samples of eatables under the 
Prevention of Food Adulteration Act. 
The visiting team had to return without 
taking any samples as the town present¬ 
ed a deserted look —Times of India (S. S. 
M. Rao, Cuttack) 

SlWAN: Local students have given a 
new interpretation to the letters PWK. 
According to them, it meant Pass With 
English during the Congress regime but 
became Pass Without English under 

S arpoori Thakur. Now they say it 
lould stand for Pass Without Examina¬ 
tion since they want the present Govern¬ 
ment to declare that the students have 
passed without even sitting for the ex¬ 
amination — Indian Nation (Krishna 
Kumar Verma, Lucknow) 

NEW DELHI: A house surgeon of the 
All-India Institute of Medical Sciences 
was allegedly thrown out of the hall 
while he was taking the entrance ex¬ 
amination for the doctorate in medicine. 
The surgeon, Dr S. K. Singh, was lifted 
ttadily and thrown out of the hall— 
Indian Express (N. S. Krishna Murthy, 
.Vijayawada) 

LUCKNOW: The mother of a dead 
freedom fighter continued to get a 
pension for 10 years in the name of the 
Widow of her son. The woman herself 

« it to light the truth that she was 
e widow of the freedom fighter as 
:<the bad allowed officials to behove— 

.Hindustan Times (Rishi Ranjan, Patna) 

DHANBAD: A Government employee 
Who died in Harness some five years ago 
has at last had his pay and allowances 
fixed. Mohammad Abbas was working 
as a driver in the Public Rotations 
Department, but his widow is, however, 
still awaiting a Government decision on 
the pension of her late husband —Indian 
Notion (Sanjay Raj, Patna) 

without comment _ 

YOU HAVE made use of me in making 
Morarji Desai the Prime Minister. And 
(tow you have discarded me after your 
purpose has been served. All right, you 
play your game and let me play mine 
^r-Charan Singh to Atal Behari Vajpayee, 
quoted in Business Standard. 

SlNC$ THE creation of Bangladesh we 
have been so thoroughly conditioned in 
thought and action against India that 
We are now more. anti-India than during 
the Pakistani days—unnamed Bangla¬ 
desh bureaucrat quoted in The States¬ 
man. \ . 

THE WORKERS’ movement has now 
Spread over India and there is uo refuge 
left for the capitalists—Dr Ashok Mitra, 


.KR1SHNAGAR: A people’s court with 
some elders of Teerkhail and adjoining 
villages as judges heard a > case of 
adultery and sentenced the accused to 10 
strokes with a shoe and a fine of Rs 
1,001. Thp court also decided that the 
husband should take back his wife after 
the punishment was carried out. When 
the husband refused to obey the order, 
the wife because furious and told the 
court that on a previous occasion, he had 
earlier instructed her to spend a night 
with his gurudev — Northern India 
Patrika (B. N. Ganguli, Varanasi) 

DELHI: Three students allegedly stabb¬ 
ed their fellow classmate as they thodght 
that their inability to study was caused 
by a spell he had cast on them. The 
three students' were arrested on a 
charge of attempted murder for stabbing 
Abdul Kamal, who has been admitted to 
JP Hospital. The alleged culprits and 
the victim are students of Arabic in a 
Kashmir Gate school and hail from West 
Bengal—The Statesman (R. S. Kesarwani, 
Nagpur) 

BOMBAY: J, T. Hiranand, a film pro¬ 
ducer, put a cigarette in his mouth and 
was about to light it in the Additional 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court 
here. The Magistrate, however, noticed 
it and ordered that the cigarette and 
lighter be confiscated under Section 228 
of IPC as contempt of court — The 
Searchlight (G. Rezani Advadi, Purnea) 

SIBSAGAR: Six motionless objects shap¬ 
ed like tubelights were visible in the 
Eastern sky over the area. Many people 
observed these strange luminous objects 
as they were enveloped by monsoon 
clouds—Assam Tribune (Noni Gohain 
Baruah. Assam) 

SHOLAPUR: A full-grown monkey 
manhandled two persons and threw them 
into a well in a village in Sangala Taluk 
near here. The monkey, which has taken 
up residence in a tree near the village, 
enters houses stealthily by both day and 
night and scares the occupants —Deccan 
Herald (G. R. Pratap Naidu, Hassan) 


PEOPLE THINK that we in the Gov¬ 
ernment are a pack of impotent peo- 
‘ple who cannot govern the country— 
Charan Singh. 

WE WILL show the lamoslw if there is 
a showdown—Raj Narain. 

J * ; . 

WHETHER THEY (Janata Party lea¬ 
ders) hang together or separately is 
their own concern. But it is time they 
realised the harm they were doing to 
the country they professed to love— 
Acharya J. B. Kripalani. 

BL D IS not for sale—Piloo Mody. 

OUR ENTIRE thinking is in Hindi—Kar- 
poori Thakur. 



DURING A bus journey in 
Calcutta, ! overheard a conversa¬ 
tion between two friends who bad 
obviously met after a long time. 
Judging from the conversation 
both had recently become fathers 
—one said proudly : "My wife 
had triplets early this year:” The 
second congratulated him and 
announced: "My wife had a singlet” 
—M. Kohli, Calcutta 


WHILE ON a railway platform in 
Madras, I saw a man trying hard 
to insert a ticket in the slot of a 
weighing machine, so I went up 
and asked if I could be of any 
help. He replied: "I have already 
got the card indicating my weight 
and now I want my ten paise 
back”— A. K. Srinivasan, Madras 



AN ADVERTISEMENT in a daily 
paper read: “One room for 
couples—ladies only, Contact L-ll/ 
36 A LIG Flats Kalkaji”—Vinod 
Behi. Nangal 

A SIGN at a local restaurant 
reads: "Foul curry—Rs 4.50”— 
Sasanka Sekhar Moitra, Govinda- 
nagar .. 


prize rt 30torthe •rvtry given tk«t 
Mid ft , I P Wig atlmt turns. 





W E have some saddening ex¬ 
pressions this week, relating 
to loss of livelihood and loss of 
life. A person dismissed frim his 
job is sard to have been given the 
sack. This is based on a grue¬ 
some punishment current in many 
, ancient countries: condemned 
criminals would be sewn up in 
sacks and thrown into the sea. In 
some Middle East countries, this 
was the fate of officials who fell 
out of favour. 



When soldiers and sailors left 
their jobs, they were given a dis¬ 
charge-warrant called a ticket, 
stating the outstanding money 
due to them. To get one’s ticket 
or hand in one’s ticket thus means 
to die—to be discharged from Iife> 
as it were. 

There are other colourful ex¬ 
pressions for death. One or two 
Come from gambling, like to peg 
cut or to cash one’s checks. In 
cribbage, the score is kept by 
pegs: in poker, by counters called 
checks. Both the expressions thus 
imply finishing a game. This is 
also why, in the latter phrase, 
the correct spelling is checks, not 
cheques. 

Strangest of all is to kick the 
bucket. The reference is not to 
a rail but to a wooden beam 




animats would be hung by their 

a from this beam. The rest 
vs easily enough, 

WORDSPINHER 


D O we today hear any more®! Floren¬ 
tine girdles? Could theyee seeping 
back into vogue? Homer Odyssey 
describes how Aphrodite (Vpus) betrays 
her husband Hephaistos witfhis brother 
Ares and as an act of revege Hephais¬ 
tos forges a girdle to prev**t her from 
further infidelities—a disgvting product 
of masculine jealousy thatmund its way 
into popularity througboutEurope in the 
15th and 16th centurie* with jokes 
about spare keys formig part of the 
regular repertory of stirists of those 
days. 

With Mathus’s popujtion theory caus¬ 
ing a stir in the socialise of nineteenth 
century Europe, a kiniy man, Dr. Wein 
hold of Halle on d<f Saale suggested, 
on seeing that men wire no less addicted 
to sexual induigenc; than women, an 
equally macabre solution—infibulatkm. 
"Th« operation iW» is easy...the fore¬ 
skin is di awn forvtfd, gently compressed 
between a pair of perforated metal plates 
and a hollow neeta containing a core of 
lead win is drain through and is bent 
so that it canno press on the adjacent 
parts; both the p o ends are now brought 
together and jldered. As soon as the 
knot is cooled iff. a solid object is held 
against it and a metal seal, pressed on 
it, is after wads kept in safety, This 
makes it quit* impossible to open the 
, infibulation anl afterwards secretly close 
it again witbiut the seal, without this 
being discoveed at the next inspection.” 
A method thit perhaps would have been 
preferable to forcible sterilisation— 
India’s Fam& Planning officials might 
have noted! 

As we si know, the Victorian age in 
England F synonymous with prudery, 
the demi-aonde, and a religious inquisi¬ 
tion agaiBt obscene literature. But how 
many of us would know that the Bible 
then wa> turned out to be the most 
dangerois book to fall into the hands of 
anybody'of unchaste mind; and the great 
Englisn'poets, too, were regarded as 
nothing more than real corrupters of 
morals Shakespeare, considered to be 
•worst of all, was expurgated in editions 
which omitted passages known by heart 
to eyery educated Englishman. Robinson 
Cruste was subjected to the same treat- 
metf. Victorian England was, however, 
not unerotic. The ‘woman with no 
abfibmen' was no jest of the circus tent; 
it represented the prude's ideal. Doctors 
twtped themselves by putting up dummies 
for their consulting rooms, on which the 
fthtients were asked to show 'where they 
hit pain. Regular washing of the 

( [enitals might induce impure thoughts 
n a girl and lead to masturbation, if to 
'! nothing worse. Homes thus suffered 
from a lack of sexual hygiene. Most 
outrageous, however, was the emergence 
in the thfen industry of the manufacture 
of cages which were fitted over a boy’s 
genitals at night and carefully locked. 
This was of course, an attack on' that 



adolescent phenomenon called masturba¬ 
tion. Some, for better protection, had-, 
spikes sticking out of them. ; 

i \ 

No one knows how many sexua- 
anomalies there are, with many eoin; 
ing from the imagination. A fev 
sensational individual <ases had attracted 
public attention to sexual freaks,- 
Austrian Leopold von Sacher-Masocli W8)‘ 
no writer; hi* stories always centred at 
the inevitable whipping scene—the res’ 
flat, unimaginative society trash. In Uu 
literature of the Decadence, a home 
sexual undertone mingles not infrequfet' 
ly with its two most important rent'd 
sentatives, Verlaine and Oscar Wjiwi 
notorious homosexuals. And what c? 
Andre Gide, the young French writer wh. 
was naturally a great friend of the latter 
The ferreting mania against bom* 
sexuality in Germany was particular! 
rigorous with Magnus ' Hirschfeld, tb' 
most distinguished authority in this Self 
The Weimer Poets' Monument represent 
Goethe and Schiller standing hand 1' 
hand. A caricature in a Munich page 
depicting the mania of the day, ster» 
Goethe cautiously withdrawing htt ban, 
and saying to Schiller, "Fritz, let gc 
‘Here tomes Magnus Hirschfeld'”. 

The lust of the eye is the first shf 
of sexual pleasure. Sexual pathold} 
distinguishes a visual type, the ‘voyeur? 
who derive their chief satisfactfc 
through the eye, as it were. And tl 
agile tourist industry of Paris rapid 
took this fact into account. There 
luxury brothels in which two daugate 
of the house displayed variations 
sexual intercourse between man *i‘‘ 
woman with the help of repulsive ap 
liartces of leather. The establishing) 
had agreed on a sort of mystical syste 
of numbers, recalling that of ande 
India, with 32 postures, no more, no fa 
Tourists still more curious were taken * 
quiet parts outside Paris or into boa* 
where they could get close-up views 
loving couples in their intimacy. A 
thus evolved the nude on stage a. 
Paris' nude—revues blossomed the 
from. 

MARCUS DAM 
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gruhakalpa scheme /y. ; .■■■■■ ,.y, - | ■ 

Mr. Nanjappa had one mabr 

hi 



Andhra Bank's 
Gruhakalpa Scheme 

S lave him a loan equal to 
e amount he had saved 
with interest, and made 
him the proud owner 
of a bungalow. 


for Mr. Nanjappa. as with 
Other*. it was a tong range 
jl*n. Saving a moderate sum 
to meet a big need. Andhra 
Bank had the right scheme for 
him. Gruhakalpa.the scheme 
that pays you what you had 
wvtd with interest plus an 
•qua! amount as loan. And 
allows you to repay the loan 
in easy instalments. 

Mr. Nanjappa is but one of the 
many far - sighted persons to 
hove joined Andhra Bank's 
Gruhakalpa Scheme. And 
Gruhakalpa is just one of the 
many nead - based schemes 
worked but by Andhra Bank 
With nearly 55 years of banking 
experience and over 600 
branches spread at! over the 
courtry. Andhra Bank 
has other schemes too. 
like Kalpatharuvu. 
Bhagyalekshmi, Kiddy Bank. 


Samraksha. Samkshema, 
Janasahaya. Karshakasahaya 
and Social Security Scheme for 
Women. As well as advances 
to industries and priority 
sector including weaker 
Sections. Each carefully 
worked out to suit your exact 
needs. 

Andhra Bank • the hank 
raapanaiva to pnopla's needs. 


The 
Andhra 
Bank Ltd. 

Regd. & Central Office: 
Sultan Bazar, 

Hy derabad-500 001. 

Chairman: 

0. SWAMIMATHA REDDY. 
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1 nirfi " 555 (M*rch 21 — April 20) Your In- 

I IHI> X genuity and persistence will prove 

AmILu Invaluable in solving business 

j—aaeaug 1 i problems, but beware of deceptive 

elements. Watch expenditure; face your difficulties resolutely 
and do not be inveigled into doubtful business ventures 
by attractive offers. Safeguard health. Good dates: 18, 
17, 21 and 22. Lucky numbers: 3 and 6. Favourable 
direction: North. 


[ ~' g K tA'i " rri!T ~.~~ r ' r (September 23 — October 22) 

DDA wo not be over-trusting in business 

nllfl %id personal matters — beware 

m"i p " i ... . . . oV frqud and deception. Safeguard 

your own health as welt ay that of womenfolk in the family. 
Avoid making erratic decisions and changes, especially 
where members of the opposite sax are concerned. 
Beware .of deception. Sislness Improves but avoid 
extravagance. Good dateu 19, 20, 21 and 22, Lucky 
numbers: 3 and 9. Favourable dlractlons: South and West. 


(April 21 — May 22) This week will 
prove harmonious on the whole, A 
friend — either male or female — 
will prove faithful. People 
In authority benefit you In financial affairs. A lucrative 
week in the main. Avoid impulsive decisions and actions'. 
Watch business carefully and curb expenditure. Defer 
courtship, marriage and changes. Good dates: 19, 20 4nd 
22. Lucky numbers: 4 and 8. Favourable direction: West. 



(May 23 — June 21) Initial dis¬ 
appointment or unhappiness wilt 
eventually give way to great joy. 
Benefits trom unexpected sources or 
business expansion are foreseen for you. Avoid doubtful 
love adventures and vyatch expenditure. Your health will 
make a marked Improvement. Good dates: 18, 19 and 21. 
Lucky numbers: 1 and 9. Favourable direction: South-east. 


(June 22 — July 22) Exercise the 
utmost cafe in all dealings with 
members of the opposite sex. 
Social and love affairs, as well as 
marriage are likely to cause worry. Avoid questionable 
romance. Some happiness will come your way, thanks to 
academic achievements by children. Take precautions 
against possible ill-health among family members. Good 
dates: 19, 21 and 22. Lucky numbers: 1 and 10. Favourable 
directions: East and South. 


XXKKKSXT ’ r "~' (October 23 — November 21) 

VrllllDIfl Translsje plans into action and 

uftflHlrlll do not.be deterred by the opposj- 

ii'- w I ' ii ■ tion of an eider. Your affairs make 
good progress despite some Initial anxiety and annoyance. 
Love, domestic and social activities progress apace add 
contribute to much happiness. 'Changes, travel; legal; 
matters, property and secret maters all aid you. Goad 
dates: 17, 19 and 21. Lucky numbers: 3 and 7. Favour¬ 
able direction: West.. 


SAGITTARIUS 


(November ,22 — December 22) 

This week proceeds normally with 
a modicum ol good fortune and 
happiness awaiting you. Do not 
be disheartened at a disagreement, be ij in ybur profession 
or business. Elders will help at a critical juncture. Refrain 
from precipitate action in all matters. Good dates: 18, 
19, 20 and 22. Lucky numbers: 3 and 5. • Favourable 
direction: South. i i 


(December 23 r- January 20) 

Make fullest use: of those with;: 


UftrillUUIIn Influence who wi!f( help you in ait 

.. your affairs. You are very Close to 

achieving your goat. New interests contribute to happiness. 
Finanela! affairs Improve, often unexpected^, but conserve 
some of your resources. New friends and congenial family 
associations are foreseen, as well as success on the pari' 
of children. Good dates: 17, 18, 19 and Z2 h Lucky num¬ 
bers: 2 and 7. Favourable directions: North-and West. 


. .~ (July 23 August 22) A measure 

of success Is foreseen for you — 
a secret matter brings both plea- 

in.. . . ■ sure and sorrow. Concentrate on 

business. Matters Involving courffchtp, marriage and 
social activities are best deferred. Children are assureds of 
success. Act upon'your own 'hunches’ but postpone deal¬ 
ing* >ith elders. Good dates: 16, 18, 19 and 20. Lucky 
numbers: 4 and 6. Favourable directions: East and South. 




(January 21 — February 19) Apt 
upon* your own intuition but tis 
not make impulsive changes. Do 
not fritter away your- gains 00. 
pleasure or friends — concentrate on business or pro-' 
fessional affairs, especially those relating to legal; affairs, 
or property, business changes, or interviews. Yout family 
front will be stable. A sudden journey is foreseen. Good 
dates: 17, 19 and 21. Lucky numbers: 4 and 8, Favour¬ 
able direction: North. 


» ^aaCT . M-rrr . Tir . -i | s . r . - , (August 23 1— September 22) 
iflDifl Both good and til fortune are 

VIIN1U curiously Intertwined this week. 

■ l il M i gfT ■ i ■ i .' i xi i " iir.iB g Elders help as well as hinder pro¬ 
gress. Act on your own Intuition, but beware of extra¬ 
vagance end avoid legal matters and speculation. Children 
attain success. Medical expenditure will be necessary in 
the family circle, but- determination w(ll see you through 
any Adversity. Do pot expect enythfng of a spectacular 
nature ter way of a lucky break this week. Good detea: 17. 
19 M* 21 iwcky numbers: 4 arid 7, Favourable dirsctlon: 


iKiC T nr/i^^ ' ’ ' " ~ (February 20 —• March 28) Do* 

DlxPrx not ruin your good fortune by 

f IWVlJ impulsive decisions and actions. 

.".. I.. Attend to business — peruse 

correspondence carefully. Avoid legal affairs as well as 
questionable romance. Circumspection and watchfulness 
are advocated (ft dealings with eiders and the opposite 
sex. Avoid speculation and gambling Good dates: 18. 
20 and 22, Lucky numbers: 1 and 5. Favourable directions: 
South and West. 

M. B. RAMAN 









































look! 

Ranipal whitens best 



Just a tittle Ranipal in the final rinse—and wHat 
brilliant whiteness,! Ranipal whiteness! It shows 
on ail your white clothes—cotton&*as well as 
synthetics and blends. 

Use Ranipal regularly—for whiteness that Shows I 

Ranipal'” for cottons 

Ranipal”- S for synthetics and Mentis 
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Whitt to pity - how should tho gam* go1 


THE bad trump break proved too much for 
mod declarers In Four Spades on thtsdaaJ 
from the International pairs tournament 
played in London earlier In the year. 


Dealer. West E-W vulnerable 


*054 

fAQJ7« 

♦ A9 

* a toe 


* A 10982 

V 8 

♦ 10 4 3 2 
*753 


N 

W E 
S 


* — 

* K 10 9 4 3 

* KQJ87 5 

* J 9 


* K Q J 7 3 
V 5 2 

0 6 

* K Q 0 4 2 


When two of the home pairs ware In 
opposition the bidding went: 


Continue Hon of Position No. 11 

Another piece of Tal magic from a game 
played at Tbilisi 1889 between Tal and 
Suetin:—r3k5r; 2qbktppp; p2p4; 
1p2ktP1 Q;3Kt4;2PBB3;P1PR2PP; 
5RK1. 

White won by 1. Kt~K8, B x Kt: 2. P x B. 
P—Kt3; 3. 0 x Kt. P x Q; 4. P x P ch. resigns 
For if 4. . . K—B1; 5. B—R6 and if 
4. , K~B1; 6. B—R8 mate or. , K -02, 5. 
B—B5 dls ch. K—B3; 6. B—K4 ch. <t -Q4; 
7. R x Kt ch. Or If 4. . . . K—Q1; 6. B—KBS 
dls. ch. 

Spassky and. Korchnoi on Fischer 
and Karpov 

Before they embarked on hostilities over the 
board and away from it both Spasaky and 
Korchnoi gave press conferences at Bel¬ 
grade. What they had to say was intensely 
interesting, partly because these two grand¬ 
masters do seem to think for themselves 
and are not shy about revealing their 
thoughts, and partly because they both 
seemed to view these controversial subjects 
in a truly objective way. 



If was Hit aspendent of the Now York 
Times who pu< the mod provocative and 
controversial question to Spassky whan he 
aSked him if it were possible to have a true 
champion, no matter what the outcome waa 
at Belgrade, who did not meet Bobby 
Fischer In the finals. Spassky took this in 
without blinking In any way and replied that 
he and Korchnoi ware playing in accord¬ 
ance with the system worked out by F©E 
and It slat very difficult to discover.who was 
the true champion sine* Fischer had not 
played at all in recent times. " 

He was asked how he saw Karpov and 
Fischer. Which one of them. In his opinion, 
had given more to the world of chess? 

The answer was: in Fischer I see a classi¬ 
cal mind of the Unit oixJsr. He looks for the 
beat move throughout the gam*. Karpov 
plays more elastically and this Is reminis¬ 
cent ofthe style .of Petrosian. Ha puts more 
psychology Into Ms chess. Ha made a great 
.ImptMaton on es during the course of Me 

-- •■'1 Korchnoi. HW chiel torts Is m the 

90 of the poeWon, but Ms oem- 
italSnts have developed of late.' 


GOLOMBEK 

■/Vs'.*-■?. 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

Rodrigue Penchant 

Priday 

Brock 

— No 

1* 

2* 

2* 

34 

3* 

4* 

4* dbls 

No 

No 

No 


West led a diamond to the Ace. and 
declarer played a trump to the King. West 
won and led a second diamond. Not wishing 
to lose control, South let this hold, discard¬ 
ing a head. He had to lots two more trump' 
tricks, so he finished one light. 

After West haw taken the first trump and 
continued diamonds, bold play makes the 
contract. South must accepPths force, lead 
a head to the Ace and play three rounds of 
dubs, arriving at this position: 


*85 

V0J78 

e — 

j* - 

* 10 9 8 2 

9 — M 

e io 3 W E 
*- • 

* Q J 7 

9 5 

e — 

* 8 4 


A fourth club la led and the defence’s 
three tricks shrink to two. 

TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


1. What is a dog or cat nap ? 

2. tn ancient India who were dis¬ 
allowed from reading the Vedas ? 

3. In Islamic tradition what is an 
•urs'? 

4. What was the name of Sherlock 
Holmes's unofficial detective 
agency? 

5. What *was the name oT the 
West German Industrialist who was 
kidnapped and killed by West 
German terrorists ? 

6. On what American film was 
•the Hindi film 'Khoon Khoon' 
fcesed ? 


* — 

9 K 10 9 

♦ K Q 8 

* — 


7 Between which two plapes did 
the world's first air mail service 
take place ? 

8. Where did Elvis Presley \ die ? 

9. Who was Shivaii’s spiritual 
guru ? 

10. Where was an international 
conference held -in July, 1944, that 
finally resulted tn the International 
Monetary Fund? 

11. Which king is the author of 
the book ‘Uneasy Lies the Heafd’? 

12. What is the English word- for 

‘heeng'7 

13. In European history, what Was 
,‘tha hundred days'? 

14. Who scored the match-winner 
for West Germany in the 1974 
World Cup final ? 

15. What Is the lake Tso Mapham 
better known to the world as? 
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stamps 



EPISODES in the history of powered flight 
form the designs of a new series of nine 
stamps issued in the Indian Ocean Island 
republic of the Maldives to mark the 75th 
annlveraary of the Wright brothers’ first 
unsteady flights at Kitty Hawk, North 
Carolina, in December 1903. The 5-rupees 
stamp Shows the celebrated BE2 aircraft of 
the First World War on the aerodrome of the 
Central Flying Training School at Ueavoh, 
Wiltshire, In 1914. Other stamps tn the 
series feature machines built by glider 
pioneers Otto LiMenthal, of Oermany, and 
Octave Chanute, of France, and by the 
Mancheaiar-bdm designer A. V. Roe, who 
was making teat flights in his first aeroplane 
at Brooklande in June 1908. 


C.W. HILL 
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'I agree filthy lucre has 
tempted me' 


Starting as a stage actor in Bomltay, 
SATYADEV DUBEY has gone a long 
way to become a top actor, director 
and playwright in Hindi. He re¬ 
cently made his debut in film 
making with Vijay Tendulkar’s “Shan- 
tata Court Chain Ahey" in Marathi 
and has directed some plays in 
Gujarati. He has acted in a few 
films, including Shyam Benegal's 
"NishantDharam Vir Bharati’s 
“Andha Yug ” and Mohan R akesh’s 
“Adhey Adhurey" brought him lau¬ 
rels in the field of $tage direction 
and “Sambhog Se Sanyas Tak" laun¬ 
ched him as a playwright. Is he 
using theatre to experiment on ideas 
and then market Ihem in films? 
Yes, says Dubey to PEARL PADAM- 
SEE in this interview. 

Q: Why have you deserted the 
theatre lor this new commercial flir¬ 
tation in the medium of film 7 

A: I have certainly not desert¬ 
ed the theatre and incidentally the 
new medium does not make all that 
much money, I assure you. I agree 
filthy lucre has tempted me, but 
surely one does need two square 
meals a day. Yes, I am getting my 
bread and butter but the jams are 
not there yet. But what is at the 
root of all this 7 I now have 24 
hours to fill and thanks to my years 
of experience. 1 lhave many more 
actors to work with. Life has be¬ 
come more organised. Besides, I run 
my theatre with what; I earn from 
the films. I have not accepted a 
Government grant for the past seven 
years and t do not run around get¬ 
ting advertisements for my brochu¬ 
res. 

Q: Is it true that the theatre 

unit will soon be dissolved 7 We 
have not seen any fresh work re¬ 
cently. It’s the run of the same old 
plays. 

A: We’ve run a Repertory Com¬ 
pany for the past nine years and 
Mohan Rakesh’s “Adhe Adhuray” 
will celebrate its ninth anniversary 
in April. We are continuously pro¬ 
ducing new plays and playwrights, 
tor example Shanker Shesh and 
Satyadev Dubey: 

Q: Is (he theatre unit being us¬ 
ed as your personal platform? 

A : The unit is merely a present¬ 
ing body—anybody is welcome to it. 
But no one wants to do the donkey 
work as you yourself know. Amrish 
Puri in between being a film star 
does a great deal of business mana¬ 
gement. The criterion for joining 
the theatre unit Is hard work, bon- 
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csty, and a certain amount of stupi¬ 
dity. And that is not because I en¬ 
courage the Satyadev Dubey image, 
but I feel there must be a certain 
element of craziness to join the 
theatre. I do not believe in wor¬ 
ship; I have been fighting against or¬ 
ganised religion even with the ants. 

Q; Well, you seem to be runn¬ 
ing a training ground for film ac¬ 
tors. 

A ; There is nothing secret about 
it. I do. It is inevitable that a thea¬ 
tre actor will become a film actor 


Q: Yon very strongly emphasise 
■ex la your plays, to (Me a pre¬ 
occupation or a frustration? 

A: And why* shouldn’t I ? The 
most important things in life are sex, 
politics and religion, though not ne¬ 
cessarily in that order and I am obses¬ 
sed with all three. My sexual atti¬ 
tudes in the theatre are too outspo¬ 
ken and verbalised. They vent the 
sensibilities of audiences (and that 
is the intention) without the com¬ 
pensatory piece of flesh peddling. 
So far, in my plays, „there is no 
nudity—my sex is of the mind. Men 
dream of the vagina, but in my 
plays, it’s a cancerous vagina. 


Q: Are m vying with Vijay 
Tendulkar in exposing the sexual 
mores of Maharashtra’s middle 
classes? 

A: There is no person in India 
who understands Tendulkar’s plays 
as. I do. His sexuality is more body- 
earthy, while mine is cerebral. I 
live in a world of fantasies but un¬ 
fortunately my fantasies are too vio¬ 
lent and project contradictory atti¬ 
tudes within the same framework. 
In the last analysis Tendulkar is 
more revolutionary than I will 
ever be. Also Mahesh Elkunchwar 
writes plays I wish I had written so 
there’s no competition there. 

Q: Are you using theatre to ex¬ 
periment on Ideas and then market 
them In film? 

A: Yes, because the basic Inten¬ 
tion is to bring about a change in 
society’s attitudes and film reaches 
more people finally. Change is the 
value one stands by. 


Decause tnere s a certain precision 
in training that is valuable in film. 
My emphasis is on speech and 
Indian films are still speech-orient¬ 
ed. Actors with me learn to speak 
with meaning, rather than just sp¬ 
out lines. 

Q: Why haven’t your last few 
plays been well received by Bombay 
audiences ? 

A: Why must we have the same 
audiences ? There must be room 
for newer Gods. Regular audiences 
get jaded and cannot respond. 

Q: Do you find Bombay audienc¬ 
es review-oriented? 

A: Yes, they are, but even 
when I get a good review, nobody 
reads it. I am like one of those 
84,000 Hindu Gods that no one )W>r- 
ships actively, hut is always renum¬ 
bered in time of trouble, ' • 1 


Q: Why don’t you experiment In 
film then ? 

A: Because no one would trust 
me with that kind of money, in 
spite of his heavy admiration of my 
Shuntala Court Chalu Ahey even 
Shashi Kapoor would trust Shyam 
Benegal, Basu Cbatterjf and M. S. 
Sathyu rather than me. 

ft: Perhaps It’s ‘grapes are sour* 
that keeps you clinging toth* thea¬ 
tre- Maybe you have served your 
purpose, said all you have to aay? 

A: That’S one way of looking at 
it; but wait for my third play. Ab 
<Aur Kya Sirf fteyaqufee Behudgee 
our BirthdokapaiHr The search must 
never end; one fights against gllb- 
ness, facile answefs itod fadtejmes- 
Hons1 toft* doer4W*;W>rk <W£*wcba* 
. nisi v rfndplos, t^h^ a 
search foc kvers W Aau^^ 
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Even before a child is born, his 
M f teeth end bones begin to 

f form. From infancy through 
the growing years, calcium 

J>- is vital 

If your child does not get 
*“ sufficient calcium at any stage 
of his growth, it could be toe 
« late. Start him on Calcium- 

Sandoz. Today. 

Four tablets a day 01 
Calcium-Sandoz 


provide essential calcium 
through the growing years and 
build strong teeth and healthy 
bones Fortified with vitamins 
C, D and Bi? Calcium-Sandoz 
tablets have a delicious 
venilia flavour which 
children love 

I 

Calcium-Sandoz —the 
world's best calcium 
developed by Sandoz in 
Switzerland. 
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once seen 

always remembered! 




the foam leathercloth 
that creates a world of difference. 








Soft yet incredibly strong and 
durable, Feather Touch Foam 
Leathercloth serves a diversity of 
applications in virtually every 
sphere of life. In homes In offices 
in showrooms... theatres... hotels 
And in most other places 
you can think of! 

Created by Bhor, pioneers in the 
field of decorative covering for 
over 35 years, FeatherTouch 
combines the beauty of leather 


with the luxury of built-in 
cushioning. It covers such varied 
products as suitcases, sofas, wall 
panels, handbags, shoes... 
the list is virtually endless. 

Today, more fabricators prefer 
Feathei Touch to most comparable 
leatherclothes. Available in a 
striking range of colours and 
designs, FeatherTouch increases 
the sales appeal of different 
products like nothing else can. 


BHOR - always next to you. 

Bhor Industries Limited 

392, Veer Savarkar Marg, Bombay 400 025 
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Hair is your image. 




The Health-Giver 



BRITANNUb HoHicks 


Here’s the healthiest reason to give your 
child Britannia's HORLICKS Biscuits: 
they're packed with nourishment 
so necessary during the growing years. 
And they taste so good, kids love them... 
thrive on them. Britannia's HORUCKS— 
The Health-Giver. 


the biscuit that’s 
packed with 
nourishment 
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Britannia biscuits are Hie best 


UNTAS.BBC. HOR. I-2*J 










Even before a child is born, his 
teeth and bones begin to 
form. From infancy through 
w the growing years, calcium 
p. is vital. 

^ If your child does not get 
k sufficient calcium at any stage 
of his growth, it could be too 
late. Start him on Calcium- 
Sandoz. Today. 

■ ph sv Four tablets a day of 
Calcium'Sandoz 


provide essential calcium 
through the growing years and 
build strong teeth and healthy 
bones. Fortified with vitamins 
C, D and B 12 , Calcium-Sandoz 
tablets have a delicious 
vanilla flavour which 
children love. 

Calcium-Sandoz—the 
world's best calcium 
developed by Sandoz in 
Switzerland. 
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Like Wills Filter. 
Filter and tobacco 
perfectly matched 
Taste that truly 
satisfies— 
time after time. 
Millions of smokers 
wouldn't have it 
any other way. 

Wills Filter. Once 
you’ve tried it—you 
stay with it. 


Indians 
largest selling 
- filter cigarette 
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Filter and tobacco perfectly matched , 
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STATUTORY WARNING CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 





























































































































Unit Trust's perspective 
for the future. 


There was a lot going on at Unit Trust last year. 

A substantial acceleration in the tempo of activities in 
every area, clearly reflected in its striking performance. 
But even Unit Trust couldn't have foreseen the dramatic 
results! Take a look at it all. 

A measure of trust 

69.000 new applications) That's an unbelievable 67% 
increase over last year. And all these new Unit-holders 
brought in Rs. 70 crores—breaking last year’s record 
sales by 109'% I What's more, there was a phenomenal 
growth of business under the Unit-Linked Insurance 
Plan—an increase of 437% over last year. In fact, this 
represents the sum total ol all sales made since the 
inception of the plan in 1971. It was gratifying 
indeed! 

Spreading the word 

Awareness of Units has increased. More and more 
people recognise it as a sound and dependable means 
of investing. What's‘*behind this? A well-planned, 
concerted drive to spread the message through intensive 
publicity in various languages, using various media. 

The better climate for Units and their competitive edge, 
reinforced sales promotion measures to persuade people 
to invest in Units. And the use of innovative methods, 
such as door-to-door canvassing in metropolitan cities, 
and one-man offices in urban and rural areas, was 
intensified to reach out to hitherto untapped areas. 

Customer-oriented services 

Major banks can now accept payments for Units and 
the Children's Gift Plan, and the Bank of Baroda will 
forward instalments under the Unit-Linked Insurance 
Plan. This service has certainly proved beneficial to 
Unit-holders. The Reinvestment Plan has been revised 
and Improved, with simplified procedures. And soon, 
new easy-to-follow application forms will be issued 
for ell plans. 

The new brain-box 

The Trust now has access to a highly sophisticated 
IVth generation computer, replacing the existing com¬ 
puter system. This will facilitate better co-ordination 
of activities and smoother functioning cf internal 
administration. Not only that, the Head Office of the 
Trust has moved into the Trust's own building, where 
all departments catering to Unit-holders are housed 
under one roof. The Regional Offices, too, have shifted 
to more spacious quarters, with increased counter 
space. New recruitment and training programmes for 
Unit Trust personnel are in full swing, so that prompt 
and efficient service will be rendered to our eVer- 
increasing family of Unit-holders. 


Meeting the objectives 

Of course, with all this, Unit Trust remains conscious 
of its twin objectives—to garner more savings from the 
community and to invest the same for the benefit of the 
economy in general, and the Unit-holders in particular. 

The capital of the Trust under its main Unit Scheme 
(1964) showed a staggering increase of Rs. 60 crpres 
in one year alone t It now amounts to an imposing 
figure of about Rs. 245 crores. Even with this larger 
capital base, the Trust is still confident of offering an 
attractive dividend. 

The secret of its success 

The continued confidence of the Unit-holders, a careful 
husbanding of resources, novel and unorthodox sales 
promotion measure's, effective utilisation of manpower 
and, above all, a prudently selected portfolio, are the 
reasons for Unit Trust's success on all fronts. 

All this augurs well for the Unit-holders. The Trust is 
all set to scale new peaks of progress. It is on the 
threshold of realising the cherished vision of its 
founders—-to mobilise Rs. 100 crores a year! Unit 
Trust is stepping out into an exciting future. Come and 
join,to share in its prosperity! 

Building ◦ stronger 
economy. 

Unit by Unit. 


UNIT TRUST 





For further information please contact the office nearest to vou 

•13, Sir Vithaldas Thackersey Mam, (Now Marine Lines). 

Bombay 400 020. 

* 4. Fairfie Place, Calcutta 700 001, 

* Reserve Bank Building. 6, Parliament Street, New Delhi 110 001 

* Regina Mansion, No. 8, Second Line Beech. Madras 600 ooi. 
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Transparent red 
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toothpaste and mouthwash in one 
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A Quality Product by HINDUSTAN LEVfR 


For close-up situations like this,, 
you need new Close-Up—a totally new idea 
in toothpastes. It has a real mouthwash 
that leaves your breath close-up fresh—and 
two special ingredients to get your 
teeth close-up white. 

Available in Calcutta and selected 
towns of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Goa, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 
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Is democracy a luxury that 
poor and develooing 
countries, like India, cannot 
afford ? Or is democracy 
too sophisticated a concept 
for us ? The ruling "elite'' 
In poor countries would have 
us believe that the answer 
to both the questions Is a 
resounding “Yes”. 

MERVYN JONES, famous 
British journalist and 
writer, defends democracy. 
TARIQ ALI writes on the 
reasons for the failure of 
the "Chilean experiment in 
Socialism" — an attempt to 
achieve a classless society 
through the ballot box. 


i X- z't 


July 23 is the birth anniversary of the famous Indian 
revolutionary. Chandrashekhar Azad, who was killed in 
1931. DHARMENORA GAUR, a retired intelligence Officer, 
remembers Azad’s last few days. 


V. V. JOHN, who has been accused by Minoo Masanl of 
vascijlating over the issue of the Minorities Commission, 
replies to Mr. Masani. 


For a country of India's 
economic' vulnerability, 
smuggling can be disastrous. 
A year ago, therefore, 
when a band of smugglers 
took an oath before JP 
renouncing their past, 
great hopes were raised. 
Today, however, smuggling 
has still not abated. 
Everything, from vegetables 
to cassette tape recorders, 

Is Imported or exported 
Illicitly, through clandestine 
routes. The persons behind 
this racket, apparently* are 
men of consequence, so 
a very small proportion 
Of the contraband is 
'confiscated. OLGA TELUS 
and other SUNDAY 
correspondents report on 
this menace from different 
parts of the country 
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Save the 'national drink' 

I WAS shocked to read in the report 
on the "Battle of the bottle’’ 
(SUNDAY, June 18) that senior offi¬ 
cials of the Government-owned 
Modern Bakeries are conspiring with 
private bottlers to scuttle the pro¬ 
gress of ‘77*. The charge, I am 
afraid, is true. The Industries Minis¬ 
ter, Mr George Fernandes, should 
order an immediate probe into the 
affair to identify the guilty officials 
and save ‘77‘, The General Mana¬ 
ger of Pure Drinks Mr Daljit Singh’s 
arrogant comment about ‘77’ smacks 
of overconfidence. The battle of the 
bottle has only just begun. 

B. S. Rat, Bhubaneswar. 

PURE Drinks, the erstwhile bottlers 
of ‘Coca Cola’, presently making 
’Campa Cola’ and ’Campa’, had sold 
empty ‘Coke’ bottles at Rs 24 a crate 
(Re 1 per bottle) with the assurance 
that the money would be refunded 
on return of the bottles. But the 
company, while accepting its obliga¬ 
tion to return the money, has an¬ 
nounced that it will not take back 
the bottles now but at a future un¬ 
specified date. As much as Rs 6 
crorcs stands blocked in empty ’Coke’ 
and ’Fanta’ bottles. It is high time 
the Government look stern action 
against the company for such high¬ 
handedness and ensured the return 
of the money. 

Biresh Kishore, Nenv Delhi, 

THE story of the person who had to 
buy a bottle of ‘Coke’ for his son- 
inilaw ("A ‘Coke’ for Rs 25 !”, by 
1 fasenjitt Ganguly) was pitiful. 
Why, even here although the Gov 
ernnient has banned the sale of 
‘Coke’, it is still freely available 
And what is more — for just Rs 1.25 
a bottle. 

Caulam Chandra Roy, Sahibganj. 
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THE reports were fascinating. In 
my opinion, the disappearance, of 
‘Coke’ has not helped the soft drinks 
industry much, at least in Bombay, 
where it has left an unforgettable 
legacy. Though ’Coke* has been 
driven out of the country, it will 
take long to get rid of the life stvle 
it created. 

Rila Jha, Bombay. 

IT’S different here, in Hyderabad, 
‘Nova Cola’ at present leads iu the 
‘battle of the bottle’, the reason for 
its popularity being its advertise¬ 
ment over AIR. Every day a sweet 
voice sings out “Noovaa Coola, 
Noovaa Coola”. The. tune is as popu¬ 
lar as a film song and the drink’s 
roadside ads resemble those of 
‘Coke’. ‘Campa Cola’ on the other 
hand is destined to fail in Andhra 
Pradesh because of the name’s affi¬ 
nity to “Cam<>u” which in Telugo 
means “foul smelting”. 

IV. Shiva Kumar, Hyderabad. 

YOUR Delhi correspondents write 
that “the real thing” is back In 
Delhi and its Jaipur bottlers still 
have enough stocks of the ‘Coke’ 
concentrate to last them two seasons. 
Here in Daftonganj the supply of 
‘Coke’ never dwindles. Jamshedpur 
too has an uninterrupted supply of 
‘Coke’. Visitors to this city never 
fail to take away a few bottles with 
them when they leave. ‘Coke’ is 
available at Rs 1.50 a bottle and a 
crate for 11s 27. A retailer makes 


SOFT drinks have become a rich 
man’s topic. I am sure the poor 
have no interest in them. Is it not 
ridiculous to sell 2001ml of sweet* 
ened water for Rs 1.20, which ‘is 
almost a poor man’s daily income? 
5. D. Ranjan, Calcutta. 


SO MUCH was written about the 
different colas but why nothing about 
'Piola’ ? Is it too insignificant or did 
it die a quick death f 
Prahlad Ghosh, Calcutta. 


I HAVE nothing against the cover 
picture because it was an advertise¬ 
ment. Tne reports on soft drinks 
covered eight pages but they gave 
me information worth Rs 800. Here 
is a suggestion : Why do you not 
ask your correspondents in Calcutta, 
Madras, Delhi and Bombay to file 
reports on the order of preference 
for different brands of contracep¬ 
tives among young couples ? 

Akhil Kumar Baruah, Tura. 

A MORE appropriate title for the 
cover, considering the looks of the 
cover girl, would have been “The 
battle of the bulge”. 

Kalyana Krishnan V. Trivandrum. 

CONGRATULATIONS for the lovely 
cover picture. SUNDAY is the only 
Indian magazine which is a pleasure 
both to read and look at. 

Vijay Sharma, Tmsukia. 


a prolit of Rs 9 by selling ‘Coke’. 
The profit from the sale of ‘Gold 
Spot’ and ’Limca’ is comparatively 
less. ‘Campa Cola’, ‘77’ and Thums 
Up’ on the other hand have not yet 
been introduced into this market. 
Amarjit Singh Ahluwalia, Dallunguny 

WHILE your correspondents from 
Delhi and Madras have mentioned 
other lesser known varieties of 
drinks, your correspondent in Bom¬ 
bay Chaitanya Ratbag has not cared 
to do justice to smaller manufac¬ 
turers like us, Palinnji Hirjee & Co. 
Even a big company like Rogers & 
Dukes, who are probably as big as 
Pure. Drinks and Parle, was ignored. 
The exit of ’Coke’ which had a peak 
sale of 15,000 crates per day in 
May, has resulted in the sale of 
3,000 crates of ’Campa Cola’ and 
7,000 crates of ‘Thums Up’. Mr 
Kalbag mentions ‘King Cola’ but has 
not mentioned our product ‘Crown 
Cola’. Actually, we were the first 
to rush into the market after ,,the 
exit of ’Coke’. Parle then already 
had a cola drink ‘Pepino’ which was 
discarded with the introduction of 
’Thums Up’. But our product was 
accepted as a closer substitute fur 
‘Coke’ than ‘King Cola’ and ‘Pepino* 
For evidence of this wc can state 
that the Oberoi-Shcraton preferred 
‘Crown Cola’ to ‘Pepino’ 

J. C. Shah, Partner, Pattonji Hirje* 
St Co., Bombay. • 


Not my words 

I N MY answer to the first ques¬ 
tion put to me by Olga Tellis 
(SUNDAY, July 2) I had said : 
“The Government showed great 
interest in the Minorities Com¬ 
mission at the time of its estab¬ 
lishment but, once it was estab¬ 
lished, they lost interest in it and 
adopted what Mr Daniel Moyni- 
ban in another context described 
as ‘benign neglect’, though it was 
not all that benign.” 

I am a little surprised, there¬ 
fore, that on the cover of the 
issue I am quoted as having said 
something altogether different: 
"Janata believes in benign neg¬ 
lect of Muslims”, while on page 
24 in a question put to some others 
it has been stated : “Mr Minoo 
Masani says the Janata’s policies 
towards Muslims are one of neg¬ 
lect.” 

M. R. Masani, Bombay. 


Thank you, but... 

1 THANK you for publishing Tir- 
thankar Mukherjee’s article, 
“What price, freedom from censors?” 
(SUNDAY, June 18) on.the 








ties 1 am having witti my Alin “Mukti 
Chai” However; I wish to clear any 
possible misunderstanding readers 
may have from the article that 1 
am eager to discredit the Govern¬ 
ment. Let me state very dearly 
that if 1 have objected to this Gov¬ 
ernment’s treatment of my Aim, it 
is because I firmly believe in the 
principle of unity-cntitism-unity. 
Utpalendu Chakrabarti, Calcutta. 

Democracy,did you say? 

A T A time when a section of the 
Press is singing hallelujah to the 
Janata leadership for the restoration 
of democracy, civil liberties and tha 
rule of law S.K.D-R’s bold tirade on 
AIR (“Silk purse of a sow’s ear” 
SUNDAY June 18) for the mutila¬ 
tion of his recorded discussion over 
the radio at Ministerial behest, re¬ 
veals the sad state of affairs. The 
manner in which democracy is being 
made a farce of with all its aberra¬ 
tions is becoming increasingly evi¬ 
dent. 

Dipak Mukherjee, Jalpaiguri. 

We, too, defied the son 

I N THE interview with Mr A. K. 

Antony, the Chief Minister of 
Kerala. (SUNDAY, June 18) by Monu 
Nalapat, the introduction rays that 
Kerala is the only State in the coun¬ 
try which did not in«ite Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi for a visit during the Emer¬ 
gency. I would like to correct this 
impression. Apart from Kerala, 
Orissa was the other State where Mr 
Gandhi could not impose his rule. 
He was only able to visit this State 
after the resignation of the Nandini 
Satpathy Ministry. Although he had 
been invited to Orissa he dared not. 
come here because of the strong 
youth movement launched by the 
National Socialist Corps which vehe¬ 
mently opposed his policies in pub¬ 
lic. 

This fact, though widely publi¬ 
cised by the Government-managed 
media then, seems to have been 
totally erased from public memory 
now. It was because of the NSC’s 
opposition to dictatorial rule and 
attachment to democratic values that 
most of its leaders have been harass¬ 
ed by the present Janata Govern¬ 
ment in the State.* Nearly all of 
them have been implicated in false 
cases, including myself, on charges 
of robbery, dacoity. murder, and ifie- 

? al possession of arms. 
alhagata Satpathy, Bhubaneswar. 

The pucca sahibs 

M . J. AKBAR’s assessment of the 
basic aims of most of our Anglo- 
Indian schools in “A very English 
’school” (SUNDAY, June 18) was very 
jmiich to the point. I myself passed 
Put of pne of Calcutta's more renown¬ 
ed Anglo-Indian schools and am 
ijuite familiar with the broad range 


of Mr Akbar’s experiences. 

The effect of certain pervasive 
influences was stunningly brought 
home to me when I was awarded an 
abridged version of the New 
Testament for securing' high marks in 
my English and Moral Science 
papers. Generation after generation 
hoys, irrespective of their religious 
or cultural affiliations, are made to 
cross their breasts devoutly at least 
four times a day and recite: “Our 
Father, Who art in Heaven..." Overt 
and covert discrimination on religi¬ 
ous grounds is all too common. It 
was, and still is, impossible for non- 
Christians to get admission to the 
spacious hostel attached to my old 
school. There frequently were 
differences in the ^degree of punish¬ 
ment for ■ the same offence given to 
Catholic and non-Catholic pupils. 

Anuradha Choudhury (Opinion, 
June 18) extols the virtues of con¬ 
versing in English constantly, i 
wish Ms Choudhury paid more 
attention to the brand of English 
spoken by these "pucca sahibs” 
before making such sweeping 
generalisations. The Yanks even, I 
am sure, would shudder at such 
gross distortions of the English 
language. The frequent bandying 
about of such inanities as: “Arre 
yaar, don’t you go and give him any 
putta, he’s absolutely bindaas” coupl¬ 
ed with the improper use of out¬ 
dated slangs does not exactly cover 
our Anglo-Indian schools’ products 
with glory, I have a sneaking 
suspicion that many of them, even 
at the end of a thorough grooming 
(a la Mr Martin’s variety) would 
still find it difficult to converse for 
about five minutes in faultless 
English. 

Rajal MUra, Calcutta. 

WHAT Nirmal Mitra wrote about In 
"Suspended for speaking in Bengali” 
(SUNDAY, May 14) is not an isolat¬ 
ed case. . This attitude also persists 
in Delhi’s convents even after 30 
years of independence and 18 months 
of Janata rule. Children are humi¬ 
liated by teachers for speaking in 
Indian languages. Some of the 
common retorts of the authorities 
are: “If you want to speak in an 
Indian language, go to an Indian 
school. What are you doing here?" 
and “My! What an incorrigible child. 
Twice I have caught her talking in 
Hindi." I have not come across even 
one parent who has protested against 
this humiliation. What kind of in¬ 
dependence did we achieve on the 
15th of August. 1947? 

Tarachand, Delhi. 

FEW can bring themselves to analyse 
the impression made by their 
schools upon their adolescent minds 
with the candour displayed by Mr. 
Akbar. Fewer still have the per-' 
spicacity and gumption to sec that 
the values they were taught to 
cherish in their schools were those 
of Westernised Oriental Gentlemen, 
supposed to have died unsung in 
1947, who did not mind being called 
“bloody natives” by their British 
masters but would go red in the 



face if their fellow Indians failed to 
add the appendage “sahib” to their 
names. That even a quarter of a 
century after Independence such 
values continue to be preached 
should make every true Indian 
clench his fists, if not reach for a 

iiemesh Deshpande, flew Delhi. 

THE letters from Mr Martin, 
Principal of CBS, Sudipto Chatterji 
and S. D. Ranjan state that convers¬ 
ing in English in school leads to 
mastery over the language, while 
speaking in Bengali or any other 
vernacular brings tbe standard of 
English down. I cannot understand 
how they have arrived at this con¬ 
clusion. I can name several schools 
where the students speak only 
English but when they sit down to 
wnle a paragraph in the language 
their spelling and grammar would 
put any Elisa Doolittle to shame. 
There has been in the past a whole 
generation of Indian scholars who 
never spoke in English. The problem 
of bad English which Anuradha 
Choudhury refers to is more due to 
unsuitable teaching methods than 
those "Bong" pupils who find talking 
in their mother tongue more 
satisfying. 

Sumito Ghosh, Lecturer , Loreto 
College, Calcutta. 

We plan to carry, a precis of the 
rest of the letters on the subject in 
our forthcoming issue — Editor, 
SUNDAY. 

Condom conundrum 

I N THE column “stranger than fic¬ 
tion” (SUNDAY, June 18), Pranab 
ChatterJec traces the origin of the 
word ‘condom’, Irving Wallace in 
his book "Seven Minutes” (page 344) 
gives one more explanation of how 
the word has been derived. “Con¬ 
dom" is defined as a thin safety 
sheath, usually made of rubber, worn 
over the male genital during sexual 
intercourse or coitus to prevent con¬ 
ception or the contracting of a 
venereal infection. The word has a 
long and honourable history dating 
as far back as 1560 when Dr Fallo- 
pia devised a condom, but in a most 
primitive horm. It was a crude 
sheath of linen, which was barely 
- used. Later in the 18th century 
(here Mr Wallace is not specific 
about the year) an English physician. 
Dr Conton, created a less discom¬ 
forting contraceptive out of fish 
bladder and lamb skin. It is from 
Dr Conton’s name that the modern 
word condom derives. 

Kulo Hazarika, Margherita. 
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Can democracy 
sury iye f 

Yes, says MERVYN JONES, famous British journalist and 
writer, provided it is real . 


IlfHEN the territories formerly 
VV belonging to colonial empires 
became independent nations, it was 
assumed that they would be demo- 
cranes. This was in a way curious, 
since democracy was by no means 
the only form of Government among 
the European nations which had 
been independent for centuries; it 
might have . been imagined that 
some oF the newcomers would opt 
for dictatorship. Having a demo¬ 
cracy, however, was Considered to be 
something that one should prove 
oneself able to do, like eating with 


a knife and fork. 1 make this ana¬ 
logy deliberately. Most people in 
the world do not eat with a knife 
and fork. 

Today, no one takes democracy 
for granted. Military coups in one 
country after another have popula¬ 
rised the wisecrack: “One man, one 
vote, one election.’’ The smug and 
the arrogant in the older nations 
draw the conclusion that democracy 
is impossible in Third World coun¬ 
tries—they are “unfit" for it, they 
are "not ready”, or (a little less 


contemptuously) it “doesn’t suit 
them”. Twenty years earlier, of 
course, these countries had been 
“unfit” or “not ready" for indepen¬ 
dence. 

Meanwhile, there is a growing, 
awareness that democracy can cease 
to exist even in its supposed home¬ 
lands. Greece was not a democracy 
from 1967 to 1974. Chile, the most 
stable of the Latin American coun¬ 
tries which had been independent 
since the 1820’s and bad traditions 
of the European type, became a 





dictatorship fh 1973. Earlier, we 
had seen the democratic system 
k collapse in France; President de 
.Gaulle did exactly as he pleased for 
a period, and could not have been 
prevented from imposing a full-scale 
dictatorship had that been his de¬ 
sire. At the time of Watergate, the 
secretively exercised power of Pre¬ 
sident Nixon grew so rapidly that 
the difference between his regime 
.and a real dictatorship was one ot 
degree rather than kind. 

Was anybody safe? In New Delhi 
early in 1978, ' I took part in a 
round-gable conference bringing to. 
gether British and Indian members 
of Parliament, academics and poll- 
: tical journalists. The theme was, 
significantly, “Democracy under 
Threat". The Indians were Ruefully 
drawing the lessons of the Emer¬ 
gency and reflecting on ]iow easily 
Mrs Indira Gandhi had shackled it 
'on the country, though emitting 
sighs of relief on having emerged 
from the Emergency sooner than 
they had expected. The British talk¬ 
ed about the visible developments 
which make us less than complacent 
about our democracy. This was a 
painful shock for the Indians; they 
reacted as a young man might react 
when his favourite uncle talks about 
making his will. “Oh no, don’t talk 
like that, you’re good for years yet...” 

I am fairly certain, looking back, 
that Britain turned a nasty corner 
in 1974. Had the second election in 


that year, like the first, brought in 
a Parliament with no recognisable 
majority—in a setting of industrial 
chaos and uncontrolled inflation— 
there might have been a panicky 
resort to some other way of run¬ 
ning things. If democracy collapses 
in Britain, it will happen the way it 
happened when the Fourth Bepublio 
collapsed in France And it can 
still happen. The fact that a demo¬ 
cracy has stood up for a long 4ime 
is no more a guarantee for the 
future than it is in the case of a 
house or a tree. 

At this point, it is worth making 
three historical points. The assump¬ 
tion that democracy is the best, the 
most respectable, and praiseworthy 
form of Government is fairly recent 
even in "democratic” nations. In the 
earlier part of the 19th century, it 
wasn’t thought to be the same thing 
as parliamentary or constitutional 
Government; Gladstone in his youn¬ 
ger days indignantly denied that he 
was advocating democracy. Probably 
the first statesman who absolutely 
believed in democracy was Lincoln. 
It follows that, if democracy was 
once un-respectable, it can be un- 
respectable again. 

Secondly, democrat has been 
associated with a shift in class po¬ 
wer. We have seen, first, a shift 
from the landowning aristocracy to 
the middle classes; and then the 
admission of the working class, 
chiefly through trade unions, to a 


share in power. The social and eco¬ 
nomic change comes first, and then 
the political arrangements are alter¬ 
ed to conform to it. (In Britain the 
whole of the working class didh’t 
have the vote until J918.) Where 
class relations are unchanged, or 
where the changes are put into re¬ 
verse—as happened in Chile—demo¬ 
cracy is unlikely to survive, so to 
speak, in the air. 

Thirdly, the claim of the imperia¬ 
list nations to have "prepared" their 
subject territories for democracy is 
largely something they have thought 
up subsequently. In India, the Bri¬ 
tish insisted against the will of 
politically conscious Indians on a 
limited franchise, reserved seats for 
business interests, communal elec¬ 
torates, and other devices to avoid 
holding elections that reflected po¬ 
pular feeling. In Africa, Parties- 
with obvious mass support were 
generally illegal almost until the 
colonial flag was hauled down. 


O NE common factor the world 
over has been, and remains, a 
reluctant to give democracy its full 
and literal meaning of "the rule of 
the people”. It is safe to say that 
there is no country where the pen 
pie, in their majority, take an active 
part in governing. When we speak 
of a democratic country, we actually 
mean one whose people have the 
right to shoyv occasional disapproval 
ot their rulers' conduct through 


participa.liott when they go to the polling booths ? 
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elections, permitted forms of protest, 
and accepted civil liberties. Active 
democracy is something else, and 
something not often encouraged. 

1 happened to be in Botswana 
when ft was just becoming indepen¬ 
dent. In that country, vyfiich has a 
fairly small population, it bad been 
the custom by long tradition for 
everyone to gather at a mass mee¬ 
ting, called a kgotla. The kgotla 
went on for days until there was 
general agreement on matters of 
common interest. Anybody could 
turn up, and anybody could speak. 
But with the arrival of “democracy”, 
it was decided to abandon the silly 
old kgotla and introduce elections, at 
which people could vote every four 
years for about 50 members of Par 
iiamcnt, who would thereafter take 
decisions in their name. So far as I 
could see, there was little enthu¬ 
siasm for the elections—not sur¬ 
prisingly, since the idea had been 
evolved by a few leaders in consul¬ 
tation with the retiring British offi¬ 
cials. The people were willing to 
go through the voting routine if 
they were asked but considered that 
it couldn’t be very important, be¬ 
cause there would always be the 
kgotla for serious business. In this, 
they were mistaken. 

This example would seem to show 
that democracy is real only when it 
is rooted in methods which the peo 
pie have evolved to meet their 
needs. A country is not democratic 
because it has a political system 
modelled on that of Britain, France 
or the USA; on the contrary, that 
system may be a means of evading 
democracy Even in Britain, where 
there is a genuine attachment to 
elections (which were, after all, a 
British invention), this can also be 
true. The passion for delegating 
power removes it into fewer and 
fewer hands. Recently, a Community 
Association was formed in the part 
of London where I live. I suggested 
that it should conduct its affairs by 
regular meetings of ail those inte¬ 
rested; at the meeting where I said 
this, about 200 people were present. 
Everyone was shocked, and it was 
decided to elect a Council, which 
would then elect an Executive Com¬ 
mittee. There will be a general 
body meeting once a year, to be 
informed of what these bodies have 
been doing. 

..This delegation of power, and ab¬ 
sence of continuous popular partici¬ 
pation, are necessarily more harm¬ 
ful in a poor country like most of 
those of the Third World. There is 
an immense gulf between the mass 
of the people — illiterate, working 
very hard to stay alive, and vulner¬ 
able to economic pressure because 
of their poverty — and the minority 
which gefs itself elected. Unless the 
people lihve a means of exercising 
power and making decisions them¬ 
selves, they cannot keep a check on 
those who do so in their name. In 
most of these countries no shift of 



Ballot papers being guarded: Democracy at gun-pomt ? 


class power has taken place, so that suffices to concentrate it in fewer, 
official "democracy" is |in constant stilL But there is a deeper cause, 

conflict with the realities of domi- Democracy, already rendered mean- 

nation. ingless, is not thought to be worth! 

preserving; it is a nuisance, an 
nrlE social structure, moreover, irrelevance. And the people at large 
* tends inexorably to the forma- cannot protect it because they have 

tion of an elite. This is less obvious been powerless all along — demo- 

in Asian countries, which generally cracy has been merely floating above 
have a fairly widespread middle- their heads, 
class, than it is in Africa. I shall 

take Tanzania as an example just All this is not to say that demo- 
because it is by no means the worst cracy doesn’t matter to the people, 

It is a country with many real nor that they are just as well off 

democratic features (in spite of in a dictatorship. When dictatorships 
being a one-Party 9tate) and Presf- are installed, with the unchecked 

dent Nyerere has introduced strict corruption for which the poor ultim- 

rulcs to prevent Ministers and offi- ately pay, they soon find that they 
rials from enriching themselves, are worse off — not to mention 
However, the gap between a Minis- the rule of terror which bears hard- 
ter’s salary and a factory worker's est on those who are least able to 
wage is wider than in Britain — and defend themselves. The idea- that 
the factory worker is better off than efficiency compensates for the loss of 
the peasants who are 90 per cent freedom, highly popular with apolo- 
of the population. Where there is gists for Mrs. Gandhi during India’s 
elemental poverty, th,e standards of 'Emergency, begs the question; 
the minority can only stand ont like efficiency for whom ? Before long, 

palm-trees in a desert. And in most the police turns out to be the mc.’T 

African- countries, Ministers enrich effirfent institution and the one witn 

themselves as much as they like the largest budget The truth is that 

and have no conscience at alt about the poorest people are the people 
being an elite. Naturally, they come with the greatest interest in demo¬ 
te think that the masses are “unfit” craty, because only democracy can 
to share in power — exactly as the give them some defence against the 
colonial officials thought before arrogance of power. The argument 
independence. that "all they want” is to conduct 

their private affairs aiid earn a liv- 
The coup which signals the open ing really means that this is all they 
abolition of democracy generally should aspire to do; it is ah argu- 
comes about when there is a spin ment of the enemies of democracy* 
in the elite and lactions come to in rich as well as in poor countries, 
blows. Since power is already com . »■ 

centratpd in relatively few hands, But, if democracy is to be of value * 
the movement of a tank battalion to the people, it must be real. 
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Why Allende was murdered 

By TARIQ ALI 


O N September 11, 1973 the Chilean army, instigated 
and backed by the Central Intelligence Agency 
and the United States Government, carried out the coup 
d'etat which it had been planning for two and a half 
years. The elected Popular Unity Government was over¬ 
thrown and the Chilean President, Salvador Aliende, was 
shot dead by Captain Robert Garrido in his room in the 
Moneda Palace, a large section of which was destroyed 
by artillery and aerial bombardment. The coup signalled 
the end of the “Chilean Road to Socialism” 

Aliende's victory (in 1970) had been greeted with 
street parties, fiestas and demonstrations by the workers 
and the oppressed. The election of the Popular Unity 
(Undidad Popular—UP)—a coalition dominated by the. 
Communist Party and the Socialist Party (of which 
Allende was the chief)—was seen as an important step 
forward by the Chilean working class. The Popular 
Unity programme promised to nationalise all foreign 
capital and foreign trade, to greatly extend the agrarian 
reform of the previous Government and to lay the basis 
for the creation of a new apparatus under the control 
of the working class. In other words the Popular Unity 
saw its electoral victory as the beginning of the. process 
of a transition to socialism. 


The political project of Allende moved peacefully 
and gradually, through a process of reforms (some of 
them structural) to socialism. The first year of the UP 
saw the Allende Government carrying out a number of. 
important reforms as their electoral programme had 
pledged. There can be little doubt that most of these 
measures were immensely popular with the oppressed 
strata of Chilean society (the majority of the working 
population) and had a big impact. Beginning with free 
distribution of half a litre of milk a day for every child, 
a number of new laws were passed to increase and 
develop the existing social services. A ceiling was 
placed on all Government salaries, 45 political prisoners 
were released, the special mobile group of riot police 
(trained in the arts of repression by the USAID police 
training programme immortalised in the Costa Gavras 
film State of Siege) was disbanded. There was a (Ml 
per cent increase in wages and most prices were fixed. 
In the first six mouths inflation was reduced to 7.5 per 
cent compared to tlic first half of 1970 when it had risen 
to 22 per cent. A sol of major nationalisations was also 
begun. Within the first nine months a large proportion 
of the textile, iron, automobile and copper industries had 
been taken into public ownership. 


In July 1971 an important threshold was crossed. 
The nationalisations were extended to the. copper mines, 
including those owned by United Stales capital. Cerro, 
Annaconda and Kennerott were all taken over and no 
compensation was paid. The Popular Unity argued that 
the profits which had been extracted out of the mines 
by their owners over the years amounted to more than 
ample compensation^ Pressure from the army and the 
rfghtwmg Press Continued to be exerted in favour of 
compensation. Allende. resisted this pressure: “Here 
are four numbers the, people should remember. These 
companies invested the sum of $30 million. In fifty 

years, they have taken out $4.5 billion . We will not 

compensate Annaconda, or Kennecott, ©r m Salvador, 
but the debts of those companies are $730 million and it 
is logically foreseeable that we will have In assume 
those debts. Thus, we will be paying an indirect indem¬ 
nity of $73o million to the copiier companies who over 
a penod of 50 years took out $4.5 billion.” The argument 
had the desired effect. Neither the military imr El 
Mercuric were convinced, but the. people were. What 
was lacking in most cases was. democratic workers' coil 
trot after the nationalisations. If measures designed to 


establish workers' control had been implemented, they 
could have been of the utmost importance in transfor¬ 
ming a legal decree into a concrete measure, changing 
the nverah relationship of class forces by drawing the 
copper miner:;—traditionally right wing-—closer towards 
the Popular Unity. Jt would also have provided a tre¬ 
mendous impetus to workers in privately owned facto¬ 
ries. However, even the existing nationalisations without 
compensation had a favourable impact on working-class 
consciousness. Tn May and November 1971 two multi¬ 
national companies were occupied by workers protesting 
against redundancies. The workers demanded that they 
he nationalised to save iobs. Both the factories—Ford 
Motor Co. and the local subsidiary of the Northern 
Indiana Brass Company-were nationalised by the Gov¬ 
ernment. 


More significant was the seizure in May 1971 by the 

m?ii ke w° l 14 * cx,, A e This action also led to the 

miUs being nationalised in addition to five other textile 
«!!?!*' j “‘•’•hmation provided a base for the new 
State-owned textile industry. These measures in parti¬ 
cular worried the Chilean bourgeoisie. They were now 
convinced that the Popular Unity was not going to res¬ 
trict take-over to such obvious anachronisms as the 

SmSLnJ 1 "'!!?’.k but i"* 8 determined to challenge the 
hegemony of the ruling class in the sacred sector of 
nunuractiinng. The United Stales was also enraged bv 
these new nationalisations. They were always prepared 
to tolerate a certain measure of nationalisation provided 
WBS f " r, hc«ming (Peru is the latest 
b r ,hey e *P*«ed that, a t the very least, the 
rerunning Government would „se these measures to 
contain the mass movement. In Chile It was an energetic 
mass movement which was in part initi^ingt™SSiE 
nahsatums by action from below. Furthermore this was 

St?om?ts" e si!!V^lie mamTacluring sector and with multi- 
nationals, such interference was not readily brooked in 
he favoured continent of Latin America. The Popular 

?n , U,ei°m e atfers WaS ‘° ° b ' igc ,hc Uni,ed Slate, 

T™ fhe 1 A,,f ' ndc administration was unable to satisfy 

Hi ill' m ' 1 '' f 0 lho ,!|,i, ed States or its Chilean clients 
Its dilemma lav i|„. f;ut (hat h jfs ' nature if 

tions n Xvh' ti, it i, | >,, V >f ,hp honp<i and aspira- 

S^u t , ss, i ,hfi 4V,,rk;n « <'•«*< *™ d 

militarv ml ih . were exploited by the 

with the'Tbiited tZ r W i,S theV ,,Iannod ,0R '‘ tU ‘ ,r 

a® srr r, 

Aliende’s programme had stressed that the first 
stage ol the Chilean process would be anti-imperialist 
and anti-oligarchic, but the whole development of capi¬ 
talism revealed that there was no Chinese wall dividing 
the economic interests of imperialism from those of the 
local bourgeoisie. Over the past two decades the penc 
(.ration of foreign and indigenous capital had inn cased 
by leaps and bounds. The possibility of important sec- 
lions of the Chilean bourgeoisie balancing between the 
United States and Popular Unity in order to strengthen 
themselves was virtually nil. If anything the theory of 
progress by stages (“brick by brick") was more out of 
place today than it had been in the early years of this 
eonfury 


What were the real problems which confronted the 
Popular Unity Government? Fidel Castro expressed them 
succinctly in his speech about Chile in Havana on 
September 28, 1973. The speech was, of course, three 
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years too late but the Cuban leader posed the problem 
in this way: 

“In the first place there was an intact bourgeois state 
apparatus. There were armed forces that called them¬ 
selves apolitical, institutional that is, apparently neutral 
in the revolutionary process. There was that bourgeois 
parliament where a majority of members jumped to the 
tune of the ruling classes. There, was a judicial system 
that was completely subservient to the reactionaries. ” 

All this was correct, but what Castro did not ex¬ 
plain was that the leaders of Popular Unity, Salvador 
Aliende and Luis Corvalan In particular, consistently 
stressed the “professional*’ and “neutral'* character of 
the Chilean army. They agreed that armies in the rest 
of Latin America were agents of the guerrillas, but not 
in Chile. Robinson Rojas Sandford, a Chilean journa¬ 
list, who specialises in the military and who was a sup¬ 
porter of Popular Unity, gives us an interesting insight 
into Allende's thinking in his recent book The Murdei 
of Aliende (New York, 1975) : 

“The following incident typifies Allende's attitude 
toward the armed forces. At the beginning of April 
1971, Senator Alberto Jerez of the Senate Defence Com¬ 
mission and 'coordinator* between the generals and the 
Unidad Popular Government called me to his office and 
told me: ‘As you know, at the end of this month, Sal¬ 
vador is going to give a master class to the Santiago 
military garrison. The class will be held at the Army 
Academy of War, before some 800 officers. Salvador 
asked me to get the best information that exists on the 
Chilean armed forces... You’ve got seven days to do it.’ 

"In about 20 pages, I presented a summary of 
events between 1964 and 1970, including an interpreta¬ 
tion of the situation pointing out the extreme clanger to 
the stability of the Unidad Popular Government posed by 
the continuance of the same high commands in the armed 
forces as had existed before Aliende took power. 

“At the end of April, during the course of a leftist 
journalists' meeting, Alberto Jerez gave me this mes¬ 
sage: ‘Salvador was very grateful for your report, but 
he told me it wasn’t useful to him, because you are 
talking about imaginary armed forces taken out of books 
by Lenin, and be is dealing with flesh-and-blood human 
beings. He said to tell you that the Chilean armed 
forces are a special breed, not foreseen by Lenin in his 
books...’ " 

The key problem confronting the Popular Unity was 
a hostile bourgeois state apparatus. This problem was 
at best understood by the major components of the 
Popular Unity in a gradualist, parliamentarist and con¬ 
stitutionalist fashion. There was a total failure to 
understand the nature and fuhetion of the Chilean 
Army. There was a total failure to understand that 
unless the Popular Unity electoral victory was used to 
construct new organs of power—more direct, more demo¬ 
cratic and based on the factories, farms and neighbour¬ 
hoods in contrast to the bourgeois democratic Assembly 
—there could not be any chance of winning. Some sec¬ 
tions of the Socialist Party clearly understood the need 
for this, but even this understanding was at best partial 
and the socialist Left did not wage a crucial struggle in 
the issues at stake inside the Papular Unity coalition 
until it was too late. 


What was lacking was a concrete analysis of the 
concrete situation; an understanding as to what const!- 
tuted the vital next steps forward for the masses; a set 
°* tactics which could, as part of an overall strategy, 
undermine and ultimately challenge the power of the 
bourgeoisie. In short It was Leninism that was absent 
in Chile in the years 1970-73. The reformist Parties 
were-determined that their road was the correct road. 
The far Left, represented by the MIR, was characterised 
by a political reductionists: its central demand was the 
arnted struggle. The MIR was correct to stress the 
need to arm the masses.. What they lacked was an 
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overall political strategy that would politically strengthen* 
the masses and prepare them for handling real weapons.: 
The two processes were intertwined. 

P IE first reaction of the United States to Allende’s 
victory was to adopt a “wait and see” attitude. This 
period lasted between six and nine months and during 
this time Henry Kissinger’s “destabilisation*’ plans were 
being made ready for application. The refusal of the 
CIA Director at the time, Richard Helms, to testify 
before a Senate Committee on Chile in October 1977, 
has deprived us of the details, but CIA and Pentagon 
interference have been publicly admitted hy official 
representatives of the Carter Administration. Towards 
the second half of 1971 the United States began to bull' 
the screws. They showed signs of regret in not having 
accepted the advice of the ITT to prevent Aliende tak¬ 
ing office through activating a CIA plan. Once nationa* 
lisation began in earnest, the Americans declared eco-' 
nomic war on Chile. All economic aid and credits Were 
suspended and a; de facto boycott of Chile by American 
capital was put jnto operation. Internally, the agrarian 
bourgeoisie embarked on a course of sabotaging agricul¬ 
tural production and the urban bourgeoisie, in total 
control of the distribution networks, began to hoard and 
create a blackmarket in the cities on a vast scale. 

A N interesting sidelight to the whole affair is the fact 
that throughout the period of the Popular Unity 
Government the United States did not for one single 
moment cut off military aid to Chile. They kftew per¬ 
fectly well how that aid would be utilised in the coming 
months. Having put the economic screws on Aliende, 
they continued to strengthen the military apparatus ot 
the Chilean State so that it could at the necessary moment 
apply the military screws and throttle the Popular Unity. 
In October 1971, a well-known expert in repression 
(politely termed as a “trouble-shooter" in the America..? 
Press), Nathaniel Davis, was appointed the Ambassador 
of the United States in Santiago. His previous porting 
had been Guatemala, where his timely “advice” to the 
army had resulted in the crushing of the mass movement 
in tne country. In December 1971 two White House 
aides, Messrs Finch and Klein, returned from a “fact¬ 
finding mission" to Chile and proclaimed that “Aliende 
won’t last long”. This was clearly a statement of fact 
and designed to reassure the giant US corporations which 
were being nationalised in growing numbers in Chile: 
Rockefeller, General Motors, ITI, Dow (the makers of 
napalm !), Du Pont, who were all beginning to demand 
action. They were informed that the "cavalry” was al-, 
ready there, but the trumpet would be sounded when the 
time was ripe. 

James Patras and Robert La Torte, two American 
specialists on Latin America, summed up American policy 
aims: “The overall purpose of US policy is to create 
economic disorder ana provide a democratic social crisis 
that could lead to... the overthrow of the Aliende Gov¬ 
ernment by a dyil military coalition made up of the 
Army, the Christian Democrats and tbe extreme right- 
wing Natidnal Pprty”. 

In February 1972 Nixon gave the official seal of 
justification to what was already United States policy 
wben he declared: “Henceforth, should an American 
firm be expropriated without reasonable steps to provide 
prompt, adequate and effective compensation, there is a 
presumption that tbe expropriating country would receive 
no new bilateral economic Benefits... Similarly we would 
withhold our support for loans to that country in multi¬ 
lateral development institutions... and, because expropria¬ 
tion is a concern to many countries, we are placing 
greater emphasis on tbe use of multilateral mechanisms 
for dealing with this problem.’’ 

Presumably this was also intended as polite advice 
to tbe West German Government (which also had heavy 
economic investment in Chile) to join in the economic 
blockade which had been mounted. But the message 
was frighteningly clear: the American monster was ready 
to move into action. The close relations between "the 
multinationals and the. American Press were also revealed 





in the. United States media as a concerted propaganda 
campaign was launched against the Allende regime. 

jt"' IVEN the preparations which the United States and 
Vjr their Chilean friends were making, the Popular Unity 
leaders showed little understanding of what was at stake. 
There were two clearcut options in the face of this 
offensive. The first choice, was the simplest: to capitulate 
to the demand of the United States. The only Party 
which in essence, favoured a political retreat was the 
Chilean Communist Party. This was impossible as it 
would have meant the internal disintegrity of the Popular 
Unity. The only other alternative was for the Allende 
Government to go on the offensive, mobilise the workers, 
expropriate large sections of the private sector and 
jgstablish a State monopoly of distribution and foreign 
ijSrade. If this had been done during the first hair ol 
1972. it would have- severely disrupted the plans of the 
Chilean bourgeoisie, put it oh the defensive and mobilised 
all the creative energies of the' Chilean working class—a 
process which would have inexorably led to the formation 
of autonomous organs of popular power. But to do so 
would have required a break with reformist constitu¬ 
tionalism to which the Popular Unity leaders were 
addicted and which characterised the road to the socialist 
future which they had planned. It was this rigid 
reformism which proved to be the rock on which the 
Popular Unity foundered and was ultimately crushed. 
Moral exhortations and political propaganda were not 
jjfenough. What was necessary was a set of transitional 
Pleasures which could allow Allende to seize the initiative 
from the ruling class. 


In the autumn of 1972 the Chilean ruling class 
unleashed its offensive: it went on strike against the 
Popular Unity Government. The normal rule of class 
conflict in a bourgeois society had been reversed and 
the bourgeoisie was striking, against a Government which 
ft did not regard as its own. What the Chilean ruling 
class forgot was that there is a small difference between 
the management and the workers. Without workers 
there can be no production.. Without the management 
there can only be more production! When the Chilean 
jjapitalists locked but their workers in October 1972, they 
fought they would paralyse the economy and bring down 
Unicode. They had underestimated the *wOfking-class 


capacity for independent mobilisation. The workers 
defended the Government against the lock-out. They 
occupied factories and managed to keep production 
going. The question was posed as to how the goods being 
produced by the workers would be distributed. The 
Government answered this query some weeks later. In 
the meantime a number of occupied factories were 
nationalised and 25 days later, when the bosses ended 
their protest, a number of them had no factories to 
which they could return, though a number of factories 
were returned under pressure from the Communist Party. 
The Socialist Party paper, AUrorade Chili;, which spoke 
for hundreds of thousands of Popular Unity supporters, 
wrote an anguished editorial in November 1972, one 
month afler the bosses’ lock-out: 

“...because we are sure that there is going to be 
another bosses' strike. The strike was called off but not 
ended, the rich said on Sunday night (November 5). We 
heard them clearly over the radio. Either the drones 
are going to leave the honeycomb or they wilt come 
back to rule the country with blood and fire. It is us 
or the rich... there is going to be another bosses’ strike, 
and the Government is handing the plants back to the. 
fascists so that they can, make another try'... 

"The big problem is that we are in those plants and 
we are not going to give them back. What is the Gov¬ 
ernment going to do? Shoot us?,.. 

“They didn’t drive the rich out -of the enclaves where 
they were hold/ng the trucks (a reference to the CIA- 
backed truckowners’ strike which paralysed road haulage 
the previous year). Arc they going to drive Government 
supporters out of the plants? What a dilemma, Com- 
pancro Presidente!” 

F ROM November 1972 onwards other attempts at 
sabotage were carried out and an overall economic 
deterioration took place affecting the working class. In 
these conditions the Government made a necessary, 
empirical turn to the left. Fernando Flores, the Minister 
of Housing, called on the workers and peasants to trans¬ 
form the JAP (Juntas de Abastecimientoy control de 
Precios—Supply and Price Control Boards) -from being 
mass wptchdog organisations into more active bodies. 
Flores now said to the JAP: “You distribute”. The 
results were dramatic. The JAP undertook the storage 
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and distribution of goods to defeat the black-marketeers 
and the hoarders. It was a form of sectoral embryonic 
dual power. The JAP were most, effective in the work¬ 
ing class areas and the shanty towns. They ensured that 
the basic necessities were available to workers and their 
families. On a political level they increased working- 
class combativeness because they showed what was 
possible on a national level when threatened with 
economic sabotage. 

At the same time the Government wanted to assure 
the bourgeoisie that these were merely defensive measures 
taken because of the “unreasonableness” of the ruling 
class. They accordingly invited the leading military and 
naval chiefs into the Cabinet in an attempt to "unify the 
nation” and ensure “stability”. The generals accepted 
Cabinet posts, but immediately began to put intolerable 
pressure on the Government. Before the Government 
could respond to the military demands the decisive March 
4 elections intervened. The leading bodies of the Chilean 
bourgeoisie—associations of capitalists and landlords— 
spent a great deal of money In backing the rightwing 
Parties. The main slogan of the latter was: “Get two- 
thirds of the vote to oust Allende”. The crucial im¬ 
portance of the March 4, 1973 elections was cogently 
underlined by the leftist daily paper, Puro Chile. Com 
menting on what were to be the last democratic elections 
in Chile the newspaper wrote ; 

“It doesn’t matter to the Society for Industrial 
Development, the National Agricultural Society, and the 
National Confederation of Production and Commerce 
whether or not their politicians, among them Frei and 
Jarpa, ever get to the Senate to ‘legislate’. They want 
them in to overthrow the Ajlende administration in a 
way that is cloaked in ‘constitutionality’. Thus, for this 
country’s rightwing, obtaining two-thirds of the vote is 
essentially a mere accident of chance. It can happen or 
it cannot happen. If they get them, then Allende will 
be deposed after May 21. If they don't get them, they 
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will nonetheless carry out tbeir plot to depose him', 
turning to the fascist officers in our armed forces who 
have let themselves be seduced by their siren songs. The 
denger of a coup will begin on the night of March 4, 
The North American imperialists have already given the 
order to their lackeys in Chile to overthrow the con¬ 
stitutional Government by any means. Thus the people 
must be on the alert. They ipust not let themselves be 
tricked by the idea that ’the elections will solve the 
problem of power’. The elections won’t solve anything. 
The problem of power tan be solved only by preparing 
to confront the fascists on their own ground, using their 
own weapons. Certainly, we must fight to make sure 
the enemy doesn’t win ai two-thirds majority in March. 
That will be easy. You can see it in the streets, in the 
communities, in the factories, and in the peasant settle¬ 
ments. What is hard is the other thing and this must 
be achieved...” j 

YTES, the “other thing” was hard, but not because the 
1 people were not ready or eager to defend their gains. 
It was difficult because Allende and the Communist Party 
believed that success in the March elections, coupled 
with what seemed a few irrelevant concessions, woi\d 
solve everything. Little did Allende realise that his 
victory in March would seal his fate unless he was pre¬ 
pared to fight on the extra-parliamentary front as well. 
The March elections gave Popular Unity 44 per cent of 
the vote. The masses were jubilant. In a flash of 
euphoria Allende declared: “...the meaning of the 
election results is clarified by the historic context in 
which the voting took place. The Government's policy 
has been interpreted by the massive support received by 
the political Parties that defend it, the largest that any 
Government has received in the last 20 years after 27 
months in office. The fourth of March has reconfirmed 
the Chilean way to socialism”. In a triumphant mo i\ 
Allende dismissed the arguments of the Left. He w£s 
not going to “beware the ides of March”. Instead of 
using the election results to mount an audacious 
offensive, Allende and the Communist Party turned on 
their own Left flank, who were described by the 
“Comrade President” as the “lunatic fringe". From the 
bosses’ lock-out of October 1972 to the March elections 
the working class had been on the offensive. After the 
elections they were demobilised in the name of con¬ 
stitutionalism. The JAP was in effect dismantled. It 
had, together with the elected workers’ committees 
(Cordones industriales—industrial cordons), planned a 
mass congress “to analyse the election results and take, 
a leap forward in forming the people's power”, but their 
assembly was forbidden by the Government they sup¬ 
ported. Allende feared that it would be seen as a 
provocation. As a matter of fact the situation after the 
Merch elections was the last real opportunity for Popular 
Unity to go on the offensive. The correlation of class 
forces as well as electoral statistics was in their favour. 

The military was disgusted with the election results. 
They realised, to paraphrase Brecht, that it was the 
people who would have to be dissolved in addition to 
Allende. They withdrew from the Government. The 
official excuse we® that the March elections had renewed 
the Popular Unity mandate and their presence was no 
longer necessary. The real reasons were somewhat 
different. The Christian Democratic .daily, La Prestta. 
observed: 

"In a prolonged meeting in the middle of last week, 
the Council of Generals decided to call on President 
Allende to meet four demands.. Failure to do so would 
mean that the men in uniform would leave the offices 
they held. The demands included the right to maintain 
effective surveillance of the armed groups; the end of 
the executive's use of legal loopholes to institute social 
reforms; and taking a technical and non-political app¬ 
roach to the questions relating to the food supply.” 

To be continued 


. .. 

Edited excerpts from Tariq AlPs “1968 and after: Inside 
the Revolution (Blond ana Briggs, £ 5.25, distributed m 
India bp Radhohrishna Publications). 




Will the Janata coalition hold ? 


Not a chance, says KEWAL 
VARMA. 


A T the time of writing this article 
(July 7) an uneasy peace has 
been restored in the Janata Party. 
Sut it will not last long. When 
All the next bout of infighting start 
Is anybody’s guess, but start it must. 
Like SVD and coalition governments, 
the Janata will collapse after a few 
rounds of serious infighting. 

Every new round of infighting in¬ 
creases mutual mistrust among the 
partners in the Janata coalition. In 
this round, too, much mud has been 
thrown at the personal level. Ton¬ 
nes of angry and acrimonious words 
were hurled between leaders. The 
wounds are deep and cannot be 
healed so easily. Bitter memories 
will persist. 

The Janata scene can best be 

t escribed as one in which every top- 
ader is carying a political dagger. 
Waiting for a tactically more favour¬ 
able opportunity to stab his detrac¬ 
tor. Perhaps again first it will be 
a war by proxy before the two top 
men come into' the open. If nature 
does not intervene, the rival troops 
will again be commanded by Mnrarji 
Desai and Charan Singh. though 
both of them have been found want¬ 
ing by their followers in giving a 
decisive lead in the first round. 

3 In addition to the personal fac¬ 
tor. what makes the survival of the 
Janata almost impossible is that the 
constituencies of various compo¬ 
nents of the Janata are articulate 
and their interests are mutually 
contradictory. Barring former. Con¬ 
gressmen, all other Janata constitu¬ 
ents have always been representatives 
of sectional interests. They have been 
essentially trade unionists, lacking a 
national outlook in the sense that 
they do not keep the interests '' 
Ejections In mind while on- 
■their sectional interests. Only i 
^Fernandes is desperately try hi:? n> 
break trom Ids sectional past. tt«- 
opposition to strikes is a whii! •! 
fresh breeze. 

The most difficult constituent in 
this regard is the BLD. They want 
everything for their constituents and 
care two hoots for other sections. 
They want all the jobs for them¬ 
selves, free inputs for agriculturists 
and doubling or quadrupling of 
farm prices. They reflect the typi¬ 
cal peasant psychology of strong in- 
■ividuallsm, egoism and general lack 
#f co-operative spirit. 



Charan Singh: Who will rally around 
him now ? 

Thus, personal factors, taken to 
gether with class and sectional com¬ 
pulsions of various constituents, make 
the 1 break-up of the Janata and a 
general realignment of political 
forces a certainty. This point will 
be reached through ah agonising, 
stop-go, dramatic process full of sus¬ 
pense. The mediation of the two 
grand old men, JP and Acharya 
Kripalani will produce no durable 
solution. This is more so because 
Morarjibhai and Charan Singh are 
equally grand old men and they are 
parties to the dispute. Hard poli¬ 
tical tangles cannot be resolved by 
sentimental approach. Even 
Gandhiji could not resolve the con¬ 
vict between Nehru afld Patel. It 
* is ultimately resolved by Patel's 
death. 

The all-important question is : 
What will be the shape of the new 
realignment ? One thing appears 
certain. The longer the Janata stays 
together, the more political momen¬ 
tum will Mrs Gandhi gather, not¬ 
withstanding the threat of launching 
prosecution against her on the basis 
of the -Shah Commission’s report. 
Examined cool-headedly, the prose¬ 
cution of Mrs Gandhi will prove 
politically counter productive, parti¬ 
cularly if the impression goes round 
that the Government is trying to 
force the pace of the law. The at¬ 


tempts to turn the tide against Mrs 
Gandhi and in favour of the Janata 
through noisy measures against big 
business will prove to be of no avail. 
Mrs Gandhi tried this gimmick vety 
successfully in 1969 and the same 
gimmick can click only once. Peo¬ 
ple have become cynical about such 
things. Moreover, any such move 
will be too blatantly hypocritical 
since barring, perhaps. George Fer¬ 
nandes and poor Mohan Dharia, all 
Other important Central Ministers 
are pro-capitalists in their heart of 
hearts. 

Who will be taken in by the socia¬ 
list pretensions of Morarjibhai and 
his right hand man from Gujarat, 
H. M. Patel ? Similarly, Shanti 
Bhusban said a few days before the 
recent Cabinet decision to move 
agaiost monopoly houses that 
the basis of evaluating a large house 
should be the investment the house 
has itself put in- Since big busi¬ 
ness grows fat only on public money, 
under Sbanti Bhushan’s norm there 
will be no big business in India. 
Evpn with the best efforts of Ferdan- 
dea from within and Chandrashekhar 
from the outside, the Janata Govern¬ 
ment’s socialist credibility will never 
be established. In the process, they 
will end mucking up the productive 
forces of the country. Already, in 
the first year of the Janata rule the 
rate of increase in industrial pro¬ 
duction has slumped from 10,4 per 
cent to 3.5 per cent. 

If anti-big business measures are 
part of a consistent policy-frame, 
that would make sense. But if big 
business is used as a sacrificial goat 
in the event of political infighting, 
that can only be termed most un¬ 
fortunate. Nevertheless, a spate of 
nationalisations and other anli-big 
business measures is on the cards. 

Another important reason that 
this anti-big business stance will not 
make any impact on the people's 
mind is that at present they are exer¬ 
cised with more vital considerations. 
Notwithstanding I he temporary 
truce at the Centre, the sectarian anti 
casteist Janata-elements will further 
consolidate their hold on grass-rood 
level State insiruments. In fact, now. 
they will tend to use these instru¬ 
ments more ruthlessly and more 
aggressively since they will always 
he under the fear of being outman¬ 
oeuvred. They will promote their 
sectional interest to the last man. 
Leopards do not change- their spots. 
Because these casteist forces will 
throw about their weight, they will 
create a sense of insecurity among 
a targe section of the population. 
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The miracle Madhu Limaye 
almost performed 


H AWKS on both sides were 
determined to thwart Madhu 
Limaye’s efforts. Despite this, he 
.tried his best, and almost touched 
success, when either imagined or 
deliberate asides at the Press 
briefing on the evening of July 6 
at Janata Party president Chan- 
drashekhar’s residence, and a 
speech, choked with arrogance, 
threatened to send Madhu 
Limaye’s efforts down the drain. 
At the time of writing (July 10), 
Madhu Limaye and George 
Fernandes and six other leaders 
making up the “group of eight” 
had almost succeeded in saving 
the Janata from a disastrous 
split. 

It was the night of July 4-5. 
Madhu Limaye, the fiery general 
secretary of the Janata Party, was 
returning from the USA, having 
cut his scheduled stay by 20 days. 
In the darkness of Palam airport, 
his plane landed at 1.35 a.m. A 
handful of Lohiaite youths were 
there to receive him (I was the 
lone journalist there). Also pre¬ 
sent were Rabi Ray and Purshot- 
tam Kaushik. As he left the cus¬ 
toms hall, his first and only re¬ 
mark was; “I am sad". 

When he had left India on Ji " e 
5, he had an inkling that a contro¬ 
versy would result from UP’s 
Chief Minister Ram Naresh 
Yadav’s resounding confidence 
vote on the previous day. Before 
he left, he bad told Yadav over 
the phone : "Don’t be afraid if 
you are not able to strike a deal 
with the Jana Sanghis. They are 
not in a bargaining position." 
Madhu Limaye was correct. The 
103 votes that the dissidents got 
against Yadav consisted of 2Q 
BLD MLAs, 25 from CFD, four 
from Socialist Party, 10 MLCs, 
jand 15 from the Congress (O). 
Chandrashekhar lobby and the 
Jana Sangh. Sources close to 
Madhu Limaye say that he had 
always advised Chaudhpry Charan 
Singh that one big Party should 
not make too many deals with an¬ 
other big Party. But the Chau- 
dhury made a mistake there. In 
any case, by this time, Yadav and 
the Jana Sangh were in conflict, 
as Yadav had denied the Jana 
Sangh the UP Home portfolio, 
and this is where the genesis of 
the present crisis lies. 

-Madhu Limaye began his repair 
efforts on July 5 after contacting 
George Fernandes, Biju Patnaik, 
Atal Behari Vajpayee, L. K. Ad- 
vani. Karpoori Tbakur and, of 


course, Rabi Ray. After consult¬ 
ing the first person on the list, 
George Fernandes, who is also 
Madhu Limaye’s closest friend, 
Limaye met Charan Singh at the 
latter’s residence. He pleaded for 
the postponement! of the kisan 
rally on July 17. “What will you 
achieve by that rally?" Limaye 
asked the former Home Minister. 



The Chaudhary melted after a 
long while : “Okay, if you say 
so. There Is no need, of a rally v 
Rallies can be hetd in the villa¬ 
ges. But all the problems should 
be settled once and for all." Then 
Limaye got in touch with the 
others. After these consultations, 
he went to meet the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, who said : “You can try for 
unity, I have no objection.” But 
the Prime Minister stressed that 


the rally should be cancelled, 
after which the Haryana meeting 
would be put off; then matters 
would be settled after talks. 

Limaye’s plea was simple ; 
Parties had split before, all 
through independent Indian his¬ 
tory, on both sides, but never be¬ 
fore had the whole democratic 
system been at stake. This time 
there were signs of this happening, 
if the Janata Party started disinte¬ 
grating. His second argument was 
that the Janata Party was formed 
on the idea of “sahamati” (con¬ 
sensus), and you could not run it 
either by the stick of discipline, 
or by abrasive statements in the 
Press. And the Party was being 
ruined because everyone had 
chosen the path of the stick and 
the statement. It had all begun 
with the statement of Ram Dhan, 
bitterly criticising the UP Chief 
Minister on June 5. The Jana 
Sangh’s S. S. Bhandari launched 
his own attack on Yadav, and 
then caine Raj Narain with his 
counter attacks. True, Raj 
Narain bad gone too far, but 
essentially, Limaye treated all 
?il three “on par" 

Liipaye also cautioned the 
Morgrji camp. What would hap¬ 
pen, he asked, if 500 Congress (1) 
men joined the rally and let loose 
violence ? And he told the Chau- 
dhury that he too would lose his 
credibility if the rally turned 
violent. There was a lull on the 
night of July 5. 


lhe next day, Limaye met 
Babu Jagjivan Ram at ten in the 
morning. Babuji said ; “This 
issue does not involve only the 
rally and Haryana; the issues are 
bigger than that. What would 
be proved by the rally, that 
Charan Singh has a hold around 
Delhi? Who questions his supre¬ 
macy in this area ? The settle¬ 
ment should cover all matters; re¬ 
solving only the problems of the 
rally and Haryana will be of no 
use. But I promise you, 1 will 
not instigate anyone, I will keep 
quiet." 

A five-point formula was then 
drafted by Limaye; Fernandes 
and Vajpayee that 1) Devi Lai 
would clarify his statements; 2) 
the proposed meeting, of the 
Haryana Legislature Party would 
be cancelled; 3) the rally would 
be cancelled; 4) the Prime Minis¬ 
ter would jnyite the Cbaudbury 
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Lnd Raj Narain for a meeting, 
and 5) the help and guidance of 
Jayaprakash Narayan and Acha* 
yra Kripalani would be sought in 
sorting out Party matters. But 
Charan Singh insisted on three 
more conditions : Chandra- 

shekhar should be removed: he 
should be consulted on alt out¬ 
standing issues, including the 
Cabinet reshuffle; and he should 
become the Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter. Eventually good sense pre¬ 
vailed on both sides, and Limaye 
and Chandrashekhar drafted a 
three-point formula : Devi Lai 
|would clarify things and remain 
■Chief Minister, the kisan rally 
fwould be cancelled, and JP and 
Acharya Kripalani would mediate. 

The confusion at the Press 
briefing played havoc. Chandra¬ 
shekhar said : “Mr Charan 

Singh has expressed his desire to 
meet the PM.” He also said, "As 
far as the Government is con¬ 
cerned, it is the prerogative of 
the PM (to decide matters)." The 
Chaudhury lobby was furious at 
these two statements. 

When Lirnave went to the Chau- 
dhury’s house on July 7, he found 
I two 'statements ready, one by S. 
&N. Mishra, Karpoori Thakur and 
Rabi Ray, and another by Charan 
Singh and Raj Narain. The 
Chatudhury’s statement stressed 
that the plans for holding the 
rally were not shelved; they were 
not going to join the Cabinet; 
they would remain in the Party 
for three more months for the 
sake of unity, and would reassess 
the situation after that. Limaye 
pleaded with them not to issue 
the statement. He succeeded, 
and was persuaded that he had 
finally managed to restore unity. 
But in the evening, the Chau¬ 
dhury launched a severe attack 
on tne PM, which greatly irri¬ 
tated Morarji Desai, An emer¬ 
gency meeting of the Janata 
Parliamentary Board was held at 
the PM’s residence. Before the 
JPB meeting, Fernandes, Vaj¬ 
payee, Patnaik, Advani, Ray, 
Karpoori Thakur and S. N. Mishra 
met at Fernandes's residence. 
Ij.They decided that the JPB should 
r not take a 1 harsh stand. Mean¬ 
while Harkishan Singh Surjit, 
CFI(M) MP, and A. G. Kulkarni, 
- Congress MP. had met the PM 
and pleaded that the Janata 
Party should not be allowed to 
break. On July 8, Limaye and 
company spent the whole day try¬ 
ing to Weak the ice. While this 
Went on, the Prime Minister is¬ 
sued a statement from Kashmir : 
“So far as the Government is 
concerned, nothing is negotiable.” 


UDAYAN SHARMA 


None among the dominant sec¬ 
tions of the Janata leadership cared 
to focus On this issue. They reduced 
their fight against Charan Singh to 
one of indiscipline and collective 
leadership. These are unexceptional 
issues in themselves but these are 
abstract problems for the masses. If 
they had the imagination and politi¬ 
cal sagacity, this was a first-rate op¬ 
portunity for them to emerge as 
crusaders ag=» ( nst casteism. They had 
the occasion to do it either by set¬ 
ting aside the job reservation policy 
of Bihar or dismissing UP's Govern¬ 
ment when there was police firing 
in Agra or Pantnagar. Had 
they fought their battle on this 
ground, they had a reasonable 
chance of even seizing the initia¬ 
tive from Mrs Gandhi. But they mis¬ 
sed the opportunity. 

r ia in their failure to give a 
policy-orientation to the infighting 
that the Morarji-Chandrashekhar 
group got outmanoeuvred. On the 
other hand Ciiaran Singh personally 
suffered a set-back because, his steps 
faltered at the last minute. Among 
the top, only Babu Jagjivan Ram 
was able to keep his reputation un¬ 
affected in this round of infighting. 
But there was no improvement in 
his image, either. The only gainers 
were a group of younger leaders 
like. Atul Rchari Vajpayee, Madhu 
Limaye, George Fernandes, Biju Pat¬ 
naik and Karpoori Thakur. In the 
power game, Nanaji Deshmukh’s 
'retire at GO' call has gained new 
relevance as the image of both 
Morarjibhai and Charan Singh has 
been affected. Politically a new 
axis—BLDJana Sangh-Socialist—has 
also taken birth. 

The Jana Sangh, however, is a 
misfit in this axis. This is because 
the Jana Sangh has not yet snapped 
its umbilical cord with the RSS and 
the RSS has not been able to live 
down its communal past. Even now, 
it has not opened its doors to Mus¬ 
lims. Its ideological organs earlier 
used to talk of Indianisation, now 
they talk of Hinduisation. The RSS 
is most worried about the growing 
casteism as this is breaking 
the solidarity of the Hindu 
society. which is the basis of 
the RSS ideology. On the other 
hand, casteism and vague peasant 
socialism binds the 11LD aud the 
Socialists. It is, thus, only a matter 
of time before this opportunistic axis 
breaks and the Jana Sangh finds it¬ 
self out of it. 

Besides, the Jana Sangh duplicity 
in this infighting has created dis¬ 
trust and tension between the BLD 
and the Jana Sangh. As far as the 
Socialists and the Jana Sangh arc 
concerned there is already no love 
lost between them. 

This development will make for¬ 
mer Congressmen in Janata feel 
isolated and may lead to a situation 
where the slogan goes out: "Con¬ 
gressmen of the world reunite, you 
have nothing to lose but your poli¬ 


tical wilderness”. Some of these Con¬ 
gressmen feel so unhappy in the 
Janata Party that they secretly wel¬ 
comed the recent realignments ir. 

I he Janata Party. C. B. Gupta, who 
is known to be close to Morarji, ex¬ 
pressed the desire of former Con¬ 
gressmen in the Janata when he said 
that all post-1967 Congressmen 
should reunite, irrespective of where 
they are today, whether in the 
Janata, Congress(l) or Congress. 
The only question that they are de¬ 
bating is how to cope with Mrs 
Gandhi. It is now gradually dawning 
on them that they have missed the 
bus and it may not be possible at 
this late stage to seize the initiative 
from Mrs Gandhi. When Harijans 
were being burnt alive they were 
busy in enforcing discipline and 
collective leadership in the Party. 
Mrs Gandhi on the other hand has 
been going around sharing the grief 
of those who are getting fed up 
with the sectarian rule of the Janata 
State Governments. Now, in any 
scheme of reuniting Congress¬ 
men, Mrs Gandhi cannot be 
Ignored. She has become once again 
a principal, if not the principal, fac¬ 
tor in any political realignment. 

The secret of the success of Mrs 
Gundhi even in the most adverse 
circumstances is that she has the 
solid support of Harijans and Brah¬ 
mins. This support acts as a pole 
which attracts those sections who 
get alienated from the Jauata. In 
fact, lanata’s alignment with the 
intermediate castes is so complete 
that even if there are throe fronts 
against it, there will be no split in 
the anti-intermediate caste consoli¬ 
dation. 

In the short-run it is difficult to 
conceive that politics wiil get out of 
caste grooves in the Hindi heartland. 
Ail indications arc that in the realign¬ 
ment process there may be a polari¬ 
sation between Mrs Gandhi on the 
one hand and Charan Singh on the 
other. Urbanised intelligentsia gene¬ 
rally tends to play % down the Charan 
Singh phenomenon. He has articula¬ 
ted the sturdy peasantry of the 
Hindi belt, using the short cut of 
casteism. Charan Singh has the capa¬ 
bilities of overcoming the setback 
caused to him by his failure to car¬ 
ry his battle to the logical end in the 
first round. It is also doubtful whe¬ 
ther he wiil sacrifice the interests of 
his constituency, which is becoming 
very demanding, for all time to 
come. He can only explain his re¬ 
heat as a tactical move. Charan 
Singh's relevance in politics will in¬ 
crease in the days to come, This is 
because agriculture is entering into a 
period of surpluses. Under the law 
of capitalist development, this pro¬ 
vides an ideal opportunity to in¬ 
crease the squeeze of resources from 
agriculture. This will l)e done mainly 
by manipulating various State-con¬ 
trolled instruments to depress the 
prices of agricultural products. In 
fact, in three commodities, namely 
.sugarcane, cotton and tobacco, there 
is already a great depression. This 
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Cosmic announces the end of the hunt in the stereo jungle. All quality 
products. And, all attractive to look at. If you are intending to buy your first 
ideal stereo set or a sophisticated system, avoid guessing and just keep one 
brand in mind-COSMlC -One you can always trust. 

OUR WIDE RANGE FOR THE SOUND PERFORMANCE 

•AMPLIFIERS ‘SPEAKERS ‘TAPEOECKS ‘TURNTABLES ‘HEADPHONES. 


Our corporate philosophy of continuous improvement and innovation has 
resulted in the production of the highest quality of stereo system Now, the 
finest range of integrated sound systems at the fairest prices are at your 
sen/ice. 


There is no other system to match our sound experience and technical 
knowhow. Hence, when you want the superior stereo system to suit your 
budget and get most value for your money-Come to us-COSMIC, 
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STEREO SYSTEMS 

Manufacturers: 

cosmic RROIO 

Bombay-400 093. ‘Tel: 573361/62 
‘GRAMS: "SOLIDSTATE" 

Distributors: 

cosmic ECECTROniCS 

23-C Mahal Industrial Estate, MahakaM Rd, 
Andheri (East) Bombay 400 093 
Grams: ’CODROSOUND’ 


eastern region 

M/a. Duals*. 

1 ttartS. Hun Road. 
CALCUTTA-700026. 
Mion*: 461338 


FOR TRADE ENQUIRY PLEASE CONTACT: 


WORTH INDIA 
MU. Hlmioni Elaotronfea. 
12. Angoori Bagh Marital. 
DELHI-110006. 

Phone: 269105/278228 


MAPHVA PRADESH 
M/a. Mini* Ralaaa. 

62, Kotharl Marital, 

M. Q. Road, INDORE. (M.P.) 
PhOna: 38867 


MADRAS 

M/a. Btarao Bound Cantar. 
7, Wood! Road. Mourn Road. 
MADRAS-600002. 

Phona: 8269# 


BANGALORE 
M/a. Nuaound, 

42. Naraaimhaiai* Road 
BANGALORE-560002. 
Phona. 24048 
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will create an ideal condition for 
launching a militant peasant move¬ 
ment. It is here that the potential of 
Chinan Singh lies. He can’t conic 
to power since he lucks the skill and 
imagination to win over the natural 
allies of the peasantry. He was got 
the peasantry isolated from all its 
natural allies jn the rural areas. Hari- 
jans and upper castes are already 
against him and by harping on the 
rural versus urban question he has 
alienated the urban population. In 
this situation, a desperate Charan 
Singh can throw the peasantry into a 
militant struggle. The capacity of the 

S easantry to struggle should not 
e underestimated. They were the 


backbone of the Independence 
movement. But peasantry alone can, 
at best, lay a seige on the system. 
All others will have to unite against 
it to break the seige. In this light 
between Mrs Gandhi and Charan 
Singh all the third forces, whether 
Right or Left, will be made irrele¬ 
vant for the time being. Even the 
bluff of the Jana Sangh will be call¬ 
ed off. Us entire support base of 
the upper castes has either already 
gone over to Mrs Gandhi or is going 
over. 

As for the Left alternative, the 
less said the better. 1'irst, they are 
physically weak in the Hindi belt 


where the decisive battle will be 
fought. Second, the CPl(M), which 
is the major Left force, is not ready 
for it. Whatever might be its public- 
posture, the CPI(M) thinks the time 
is not vet ripe to present an all-India 
political Left alternative. Also, the 
Party is not prepared to join any 
united front where it will not have, 
an upper hand. If the I,eft forces 
are eased out from the scene, . the 
fight between Mrs Gandhi and 

Charan Siugh will be highly un¬ 

equal. Mrs Gandhi has reemerged 
as a national multi-class leader 

whereas Charan Singh is a uni-class 
leader of two-and-a-quarter States— 
UP, Bihar and Haryana. 


'Jana Sangh was party to 
anti-Charan plot' 


S. N. MISHKA had recently 
resigned from the deputy leader¬ 
ship of the Janata Parliamen¬ 
tary Parly protesting against the 
“style of functioning of the Prime 
Minister”, lie has been identified as 
a vocal member of Mr Charan Singh’s 
group, “l'he RSS and Jana Sangh 
were party to the conspiracy to oust 
Mr Charan Singh and Mr Hcj Narain 
from the Union Cabinet Mr Mishra 
Cold SADHNA GUPTA i* in an exclu¬ 
sive interview on July 6. 


Q: What are the basic reasons 
for the crisis in the Janata Party? 

A: Personal issues are being 
deliberately projected to hide the 
basic issues, and that has worsened 
tin' crisis. We have a Government 
: without a Party and a Party with¬ 
out: an organizational set-up. The 
Party is only in name and paper and 
that is the real reason for this crisis. 

Q: Whom would you blame for 
this situation? 

A: Those who are controlling 
the Party and the Government are 
to be blamed. Those who have built 
the Party are pained at the develop¬ 
ments. They sincerely tried to set 
things in order. In fact Chaudhury 
Charan Singh’s letter of resignation 
from the JPB and the National Exe¬ 
cutive highlighted some of the basic 
problems gripping the Party. But 
until now, there is little evidence 
to show that those who run the 
show are keen to resolve the crisis. 
On the contrary they are bent upon 
precipitating the crisis. 

Q: Do you suspect the hand of 
your ally, the former Jana Sangh, 
also in this conspiracy? 

A: All were party to the cons¬ 
piracy to oust Chaudhury Charan 
Singh and Raj Narain from the 
Union Cabinet. The RSS and the 
Jana Sangh also conspired. 

Q: Do you think a point of no 


return has been reached? 

A: I do not think so. Though 
the course of developments and 
events are depressing, yet they do 
not indicate that we have reached a 
point of no return. I.ok Nayak 
Jayaprakash Narayan and Acharya 
Kripalani might exert a healthy in¬ 
fluence by mediating to solve the 
crisis. If their good offices are not 
availed of by the leadership, then 
the rank and file of the Janata Party 
may force them to come to terms. 

Q: You mean the proposed klsan 
rally on July 17 would force the 
leadership? 

A: The rally may exert some 
healthy influence in the desired 
direction, ft may force the Govern¬ 
ment to act. but it will not aggra¬ 
vate the situation. 

Q: In your resignation letter you 
had criticised the style of function¬ 
ing of the Prime Minister. Then why 
don’t you bring a no-confidence mo¬ 
tion against him? 

A: I have put the facts before 
the people. I would not like to say 
anything more now. 

Q: When you say there is still 
room for discussion and compromise, 
what could be the basis for the dis¬ 
cussion and who will retreat? 

A: Those who have brought the 
situation to this extent will have to 
retreat. They will have to realise 
this and the sooner the better. I 
am still optimistic about the defu¬ 
sion of the crisis. I feel that those 
who think the Party has played a 
great historic role and will continue 
to do so in future will try hard for 
unity. 

Q; But it is said in some circles 
that Chaudhury Sahib issued the 
statement from Sura} Kund know¬ 
ing fully well the repercussions. 

A: No, I don’t think so. He never 
thought that Morarji would ask for 

v- 


his resignation. Chaudhury Sahib 
merely apprised him of the popu¬ 
lar feelings when he said that “we 
are a pack of impoteut people”. 
Moreover, he had no other option 
but to take the issues to the pub¬ 
lic. He was forced to go to the 
people. There was no other alterna¬ 
tive left. 

Q: But what about Raj Narain’s 
utterances against the Party pre¬ 
sident? 

A: Raj Narain raised some basic 
issues. He was also asking for a 
forum where the differences and the 
problems would be properly thrash¬ 
ed out. The National Executive is 
too large and of not much use for 
any serious deliberations. It is not 
a committee but a conference. On 
the other hand, the JPB is too 
small a body, where matters cannot 
be placed properly. So, there is no 
forum to raise any issues. I feel 
that Party issues are basically pub¬ 
lic issues. In the absence of any 
such forum he had no other alter¬ 
native but to raise the issues In 
public. The irony is that nobody till 
today has given any explanation 
about the issues raised by him. The 
basic questions are still unanswered. 

Q: How do you propose to resolve 
the crisis? 

A: My feeling is that had the 
p arty been dynamic, most of the 
problems would have been 
solved. The leadership has 
not added much glory to 
the Party and the Government, 
by its actions. No economic policy 
has been laid out, which is a mea¬ 
sure of the Party’s failure. Now 
they will have to produce results or 
quit. The time has come to take 
firm decisions, so that the people 
could reaffirm their lost faith in the. 
Party and the Government. A cohe¬ 
sive image and welfare steps are 
the pillars for the survival of any 
political Party. I hope things will 
soon be set right in the Janata. 
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Smuggler kings have gone, 
but the empire grows 


After the lifting of the Emergency, smug¬ 
gling in the country has fast been getting 
out of hand. Has the absence of draconian 
measures handicapped the Customs ? OLGA 
TELUS surveys the extent of smuggling to¬ 
day. 


in South Bombay to the posh suburb of Bandra where 
no person goes away disappointed if he is in search of 
anything from foreign slippers and shoes to dinner sets 
with the magic words “Made in England” or wherever 


W RANGLER jeans for Rs. 250, Levi’s for Rs. 300, 
Ron son lighters once ‘selling for Rs. 90 now for 
Rs. <12 to Rs. 50. Among the fastest selling are wrist 
watches. The slashed prices are indicative of the easy 
supply of the goods for in smuggling as in any other 
market economy, the prices arc determined by demand 
and supply. 


Goods are sold openly. At D. N. Road and other 
places orie usually sees empty cartons or boxes mounted 
on wooden make-shift shelves. It is said they are kept 
as samples so that you just have to show them what you 
want, wait a while and the items are materialised from 
some bylane. No one wants to risk the goods being 
nabbed, so when there is a raid, the police are left 
holding the empty cartons or with some spurious goods 
stuffed inside to deceive them. 


The nerve centre for smuggled goods has shifted 
from the footpaths of D. N. Road and its surroundings 


In the smugglers’ market as in any other, the elitists 
and those who know what’s what can be sure of getting 
genuine stuff. The poor are made suckers. One of the 
most common things palmed off on poor buyers from 
Uttar Pradesh or Bihar who come here desperately in 
search of wrist watches, are “Swiss made” Seiko watch¬ 
es. Little do they -know that Seiko is a Japanese product. 
They are content with the "Swiss” mark. In fact, at 


Profile of Haji Mastan 


H AJI MASTAN MIRZA repre- 
sents that era of smuggling 
which flooded the Bombay coast 
with contraband worth crores of 
rupees, lined the pockets of offi¬ 
cials and turned paupers into 
millionaires. The era is now gone 
—only the legend remains. Re¬ 
constructing that legend and cap¬ 
turing the mood is none other 
than Mastan himself, whose life 
story is about to be captured on 
celluloid. With typical arrogance, 
he declares that it will be a film 
to outShinc all others. 


to establish himself as one of the 
most enterprising coolies at the 
Bombay docks and the Arab 
smuggi' rs placed great trust In 
him. in those days, most of the 
smuggling was done through the 
merchant ships—according to one 
dock source: ‘If you wanted to 
strike it rich in the docks you 
took to smuggling." Viewed in 
this context, the metamorphosis 
from coolie to smuggler was not 1 
so astonishing. 


Brother. He donated liberally to 
schools, to the needy and, in ad¬ 
dition, even distributed money 
every week to poor Muslims at 
Crawford Market. His door-bell 
rang incessantly with callers ask¬ 
ing for help. To the masses he 
was a benevolent god. 


Masfan’s confidence is easily 
gauged from the story outlining 
how the notorious smuggler mar 
died into the office of his age-old 
foe. Collector Srivastava. "I am a 
smuggler, I was a smuggler and I 
will continue to be one,” he an¬ 
nounced in his brash style. In the 
hope of recording a confession, 
Srivastava asked Mastan to repeat 
what he bad said, but the intru¬ 
der, feigning innocence, asked: 
"What did 1 say?” 


Although he ranks tenth in 
terms of wealth in the unofficial 
directory of smugglers, Mastan is 
easily Number One in terms of 
clout and sheer muscle power. He 
started life as a landing agent 
la ‘coolie’ in other words) accus¬ 
tomed to getting a percentage for 
all goods be carried out of the 
docks. . It did not take him long 


An Arab businessman offered a 
contract to Mastan to smuggle 
silver and the syndicate that the 
Bombay smuggler built up made a 
profit of Rs. 1 crore in a single 
year. It was in the Sixties that 
Mastan diversified his activities 
and turned to textiles. He re¬ 
ceived adequate support from his 
main financier who later became 
one of the country’s five wealth¬ 
iest smugglers. 

By 1970 Mastan’s transforma¬ 
tion from coolie to big-time- 
operator was complete. He wore 
the flashiest dothes (mostly 
white), smoked State Express 
cigarettes, and drove only im¬ 
ported cars. In addition be 
bought over Bombay Garage and 
used this in order to keep the 
smuggled saloons in excellent 
condition. 


His flamboyance naturally 
aroused jealousy among his rivals 
and at one stage, even his trusted 
friend and partner, Yusuf Patel, is 
reported to have turned against 
him. The two, who had been 
thick friends, became enemies 
overnight — their musclemen 
scoured the streets of the dty, 
each on the lookout for the other 
gang. Both Yusuf apd Mastan 
went out only when accompanied 
by their bodyguards. The boil¬ 
ing point was soon reached; one 
day as Yusuf was walking with 
his guard, a shot rang out and the 
latter was killed. Yusuf ducked 
and fled. It looked as if the ri¬ 
valry would develop Into a high- 
.pressure situation but everything 
fizzled out when the two—Yusuf 
and Mastan—made up their differ¬ 
ences. 


As money kept pouring in, 
Mastan became everyone’s Big 


Over the years Mastan is re¬ 
puted to have established a de¬ 
pendable string of contacts among 
the preventive forces, but one 
person whom money could not buy 
was Collector Srivastava. s Thfs 
ambitious but incorruptible off!- 








Gunbow Street off D. N. Road, there is a regular 
‘factory’ that produces fake cases and dials of the 
famous Roles and Favre Leuba brands and believe it or 
not, with a one-year guarantee. 

Another popular item palmed off on our bhaiya 
brothers who come in swarms are cheap Indian-made 
shirts with foreign labels! - They pay high prices lor 
something that shouldn’t cost more than Rs. IS, but 
they pay for their phoren craze and aren’t any the 
wiser till they have washed their shirts. Even so, 
genuine foreign goods are not in short supply. Today 
smart young boys and girls are recruited to go from 
door to door in posh areas of Bombay from Malabar Hill 
to Pali Hill to sell foreign goods from underwear and 
cosmetics to cocoa, and Wrangler shirts to rubbers, pen- 
,rils, key chains and fancy toys. They are paid well— 
between Rs. 20 to Rs. 50 per day, plus a commission. 

The Government maintains that its anti-smuggling 
.'activities have had a salutory effect on the smuggling 
business in the country in the last one year. Their 
indicators are the inward remittances of Indian nationals 
living and working abroad. This money was usually 
used to finance smuggling and prior to the Emergency, 
never reached the country’s exchequer. The inward 
remittances have increased from Rs. 1,515.83 crores in 
1976 to Rs. 1,908.33 erorcs last year. In January, 
February and March this year, the amounts were Rs. 
183.02 crores, Rs. 233.90 crores and R.‘. 218.57 crores 
respectively. 

As against this, the value of smuggled goods seized 
during 1977 was Rs. 29.93 crores as against Rs. 36 crores 
during the previous year. For the first three months 
of this year the seizures were Rs. 3.25 crores, Rs. 3.11 
crorys and Rs. 3.10 crores. This has been interpreted 



as a decline in the trend of smuggling, though skeptics 
feel this is because the vigilance agencies have 
slackened. 


Mr. Jyotirmoy Dutta, the mild-mannered Collector 
of Customs, Bombay, maintains that organised smuggling 
as one witnessed in the late Sixties and early Seventies 
has not revived in the last one year. In tact, he says 
there can never be a smuggler ‘king’ in the tradition of 
the Sukharanarain llakhias or the llaji Must,ms. 

O NE reason for large scale smuggling not being 
possible is the shortage of dlipws. One dhow 
today costs Rs. 2 lakhs as against Rs. 5,000 sometime ago. 
The risk of dhows being confiscated is now thus very 
high. The Indian Customs have, already seized scores 
of dhows. There is also an acute, shortage of trained 
crews to man the dhows as most of them are uabbed 
under COFEPOSA in India as soon as they are caught. 


cer swore that he would foil 
Mastnn—he certainly was the only 
one who succeeded’ in putting both 
Mastan and Yusuf behind bars for 
six months each. Srivastava con 
tinued to be a thorn in the flesh 
to Mastan until he was suddenly 
removed. 

Whatever his faults, Mastan is 
certainly very candid if he finds 
one receptive. What else could 
justify his controversial interview 
with the Illustrated Weekly in 
which he blasted politicians for 
playing to the galleries during the 
day and taking up begging bowls 
at night. Close relatives of Mas¬ 
tan maintain that the Congress- 
launched crack down on smugglers 
was a move intended to silence 
men like him who were, in their 
opinion, talking too much. 

Mastan told this correspondent 
that one day, while under deten¬ 
tion at the Arthur Road prison, 
lie told Yusuf: "We are just the 
crucial supports for the cannons. 
The cannons themselves are going 
to be fired on others.” Soon after, 
the Emergency was declared. 
Talking to me, he also recalled 
how a helicopter took him out of 
Agra jail and left him more or 
dess in solitary confinement 

However, according to well- 
informed Customs sources, the 
idea to isolate Mastan was prob¬ 
ably to get him to reveal the 
names of corrupt Customs offi¬ 
cials as well as politicians yvhd 
may have been in leagne with 


them. The anxiety was certainly 
justified since it was whispered 
that Mastan bad access to an cx- 
Governor, a Chief Minister of a 
State, a Cong (O) leader and a 
comment Janata leader who had 
itberto been in the Congress. 
Dossiers on them could have been 
a gold mine for the Research and 
Analysis Wing. Mastan could not 
be broken, however, although his 
experience in jail radically chang¬ 
ed his outlook on life. The two 
years had left their mark on him 
permanently. 

When the Janata came to power, 
it was Mastan who initiated the 
move to surrender but even then 
he and Yusuf had to meet seve¬ 
ral Janata leaders before they 
could prove their sincerity. After 
bis release, the visitors who used 
to throng his house are now turn¬ 
ed away. The ex-smuggler has 
given up drinking, according to 
some of nis friends, and spends a 
lot of time at home—except when, 
he attends quawwalis from where 
he returns in the wee hours of the 
morning. He has grown tight- 
fisted and reportedly refused to 
give any money to a reporter 
from a Urdu Weekly. The jour¬ 
nalist was adamant in his de¬ 
mands for money till Mastan hit 
on a solution to rid himself of the 
pest He gave the importunate 
man marked currency and tipped 
off the editor of the magazine. 

Mastan is very touchy about 
his personal life. A correspon¬ 
dent once filed a story on this 


subject and was soon summoned 
to an office belonging to one of 
Mastan’s relatives. The corres¬ 
pondent was told: “Write anything 
about the operations but don't dig 
into his personal life.” The mes¬ 
sage was conveyed over a cup of 
tea; but had as much meaning as 
if it had been delivered at gun¬ 
point. Mastan is said to have a 
weakness for women, hut the fact 
is he is dominated by his wife. 

He is presently busy with his 
film, while two other pursuits also 
take up his time; visits to the tux 
office and his courtesy calls to the 
Customs offices. His passion is 
most definitely films and it is re¬ 
ported that be is willing to invest 
Rs. 60 lakhs on ’Patal Canga’ He 
also has plans to go in for busi¬ 
ness in a big way, setting up alu¬ 
minium factories in Bangalore, 
Coimbatore and other places. 

What appears to lie the biggest 
spoke in his wheel is the attach¬ 
ment proceedings on his property. 
Recently, the worry Ihic^ on his 
forehead have deepened and a 
friend has his own theories about 
Mastan being “harassed" by some 
agencies who want to revive old 
cases against him, despite the 
fact that he has given up smuggl¬ 
ing. One night, an agitated 
Mastan is reputed' to have shout¬ 
ed: "So they want to drive me to 
the footpath once more... f don’t 
mind. I still carry my coolie 
licence and 1 can find a job in the 
docks." 

ROGER SAM 
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If each crew made one trip a fortnight frotria Gulf 
State to India, it would need 30 sets of crews for the 
whole year, each consisting of 8-10 trained people. The 
value of an average seizure on a dhow is Rs. 50 lakhs. 
So if there arc 28 frustrated voyages in the entire year 
the loss could be in the vicinity of Rs. 13 crores, which 
makes smuggling with dhows uneconomical. Hence the 
intensity of smuggling has declined, Mr. Dutta concludes. 
The large scale operators have disappeared and it could 
be the second or third rank operators who are trying 
the game on a smaller scale. “We don’t know anything 
for sure just yet. We are waiting and watching. But 
there is nothing to suggest that the former big fries are 
back at the game yet. They too must be waiting and 
watching for a let-up on our side.” 

They have a long wait ahead because the strength 
of the vigilance agencies has increased 40 to 50 times. 
There is a man patrolling every 10 miles as against 
every 100 miles earlier. The communications system 
between the informants and officials and between 
officials and the field men has been improved. 

However smuggling continues via a different route. 
One source says it has shifted to airplanes from dhows. 
There are 10-12 flights a day from Dubai alone to 
Bombay and the scope for smuggling in consumer goods 
is tremendous. 

It is estimated that since 2,500 passengers arrive 
daily at Santa Cruz Airport, the number of I’ in-ones 
(cassete recorder-cum-radios) alone that can be 
smuggled in daily could be 5000. Each passenger is 
fined and the item released soon finds it way into the 
market. Dubai still remains the main clearing centre. 
These passengers, according to one hawk-eyed officer, 
look like any other, but if you look closely, about half a 
dozen on each flight turn out to have the same 
suitcases and same goods and so on. In fact, in 
Singapore special readymade packets for each country 
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are prepared by experts who study the rules of each 
country and work out what goods could be carried in 
safely and in what quantity, without arousing suspi¬ 
cions or inviting the wrath of the authorities. 

Items ranging from diamonds and gold to other 
consumer goods are brought in. Diamonds worth Rs. 30 
to 50 lakhs were brought in by one person alone. Today 
it is gold more than anything else that is being smuggled 
in. In the ten days around the middle of June, five 
persons of whom four were foreigners, were arrested. 
According to Mr. N. B. Sonavane, Collector of Customs 
(Preventive) and Mr. S. B. Patil, Assistant Collector, 
the break-up was interesting. The Indian carried 500 
tolas of gold worth Rs. 4 lakhs, a Portuguese national 
had rough and cut diamonds worth Rs. 20 lakhs, a 
Tanzanian national was found in possession of a gold 
bar worth Rs. 1.2 lakhs and a Syrian national had 420 
• tolas of gold valued at Rs. 3.32 lakhs. The Danish 
national was found with hashish worth Rs. 13,000. 


Since April 1977, a total of 22 foreign nationals and 
52 Indians have been detained under COFEPOSA by the 
rummaging and intelligence wing of the Bombay 
Customs. Smuggling by diplomats was big-time business 
l>ut this has now slopped after the racket of a Malay¬ 
sian diplomat drew international attention. 

The Customs are fighting with their backs to the 
wall, because the smugglers seem to be finding newer 
ways faster than they can work out new strategies. 
There is plenty of money with a section of the people 
and this increases the hunger for foreign goods. 
Punitive action against smugglers is slow. For instance, 
according to the latest statistics available on,the confis¬ 
cation of illegally acquired properties of smugglers, 
1,298 notices involving properties worth Rs. 29.87 crores 
were issued. Of these, orders for forfeiture have been 
passed on property worth a measly Rs. 5.68 crores in 
323 cases. The rest is still disputed. 
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Suddenly learning 
becomes fun 

Here's a series of delightful stories 
that no child can resist. Stories 
you can read aloud to your 
children ... which will become 
favourites they'll love reading for 
themselves later. And each one is 
more than just a story—it's a whole 
new exciting way of learning. 
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The Nepal connection 



A CORRESPONDENT reports 
on a new den of smugglers 
—Siliguri. 


S MUGGLERS have never had it so 
good before on the 95 km border 
between West Bengal and Nepal. 
The border runs along a dense forest 
and the region is criss-crossed with 
several mountain rivers. River 
Mechee is most convenient for 
smugglers as it demarcates the bor¬ 
der on long stretches. 

Every year, a large number of 
foreign goods are imported into 
Nepal on the plea of domestic 
consumption. Most of this is smug¬ 
gled across the border into India. 
There is a “Hong Kong market" in 
Siliguri, where contraband is bought 
and sold freely. The market has had 
an infectious influence on the local 
people. 

Poverty and unemployment drive 
many youths to smuggling. In the 
Siliguri area, however, there are also 
a large number of women smugglers 
—according to official sources, 3 out 
of 10 smugglers are women. The 
racketeers receive strong patro¬ 
nage from rich and dishonest busi¬ 
nessmen who visit Nepal in hordes. 
The border areas wear the festive 
look of Sivaratri almost all the time. 

A stone's throw from the Indian 
side of the border are the towns 
Bhadrapur, Dulabafi, Nakalbandha 
and Bamondangi. The smugglers’ 
usual practice is to conceal generous 
amounts of the contraband in their 
clothing (this is easier for women), 
walk across the border, and load 
them on to trucks, buses, cars and 
rickshaws which transport the goods 
to other parts of the country. Conti¬ 
guous with Siliguri, Naxalbari and 
Kharihari is Bihar, which shares a 
long border with Nepal. From Nepal, 
the goods arrive across the border 
at the Thakurganj, Galgaliya, and 
Adhikari railway stations. From 
here, the goods are despatched to. 
Siliguri, Calcutta, Assam and the. 
interior of Bihar. In Siliguri the 
smugglers make liberal use of the 
Road Transport Organisation facili¬ 
ties under false identities to trans¬ 
port their booty. In recent years Cus¬ 
toms have become wise to this mo¬ 
dus operandi and have seized large 
quantities of contraband. Among the 
goods smuggled from Nepal are syn¬ 
thetic fabrics, stainless steel uten¬ 
sils. tape recorders, radio sets, tran¬ 
sistors, electronic calculators, zip 
fasteners, lighter flints, cosmetics, 
wrist watches and cameras. Some of 
the goods smuggled into Nepal are 
gur, pulse, potatoes, onions, sugar, 
kerosene, salt, construction material 
anu elayachi. 


Vigilance officials also confirm 
that the smugglers are now more 
active and better organised. Earlier, 
when Customs officers chased the 
smugglers, they would drop their 
goods and run for their lives. Now 
they have become bolder. 

Smugglers have become very 
daring. On March 27 this year, 
Naxalbari Customs officials acting 
on information, lay in wait under 
cover of some shrubs at a point on 
the Kharibari-Bihar border. They had 
been told that a giant oil-tanker 
with a large consignment of contra¬ 
band was going to Calcutta. Under 
the leadership of the officer-in¬ 
charge, Mr Sumoth Nath Dutta, the 
party hid id a village Chikarmari, jn 
the Kharihari thana area. As expect¬ 
ed, the oil-tanker was spotted pro¬ 
ceeding in the specified direction. 
The tanker, however, was being led 
by a 30-strong armed scout party. 
Having come to know of the pre¬ 
sence of the Customs officials, the 
armed men quickly moved into ac¬ 
tion and surrounded the officials. A 
rapid exchange of fire ensued. After 
a while the criminals beat a retreat 
but not before they had taken with 
them Sepoy G. K. Lohar and driver 
Bacchan Singh. In panic, the officials 
sought police help to rescue their 
colleagues. Bacchan Singh was later 
found, critically injured, on the road. 
■ c ?poy Lohar returned after he had 
been beaten up by the miscreants. 
Bacchan’s scalp bore deep incision 
marks of a sharp-edged weapon. He 
was bleeding profusely from several 
places and had been shot in the 
belly. The two injured were imme¬ 
diately hospitalised. 

Customs were undaunted and re¬ 


fused to give up the chase. They 
anticipated that the tanker would 
now head towards Calcutta by a dif¬ 
ferent route the same night. They 
crossed into Kishanganj in Bihar in 
anticipation and waited for the tan¬ 
ker at Rampur chcckpost on NH 
31. After an hour, the oil tanker ap¬ 
peared, but there was no advance 
party. The officials pounced on the 
vehicle and seized its cargo—smug¬ 
gled goods worth Rs, 204,862. 

In another incident, when Customs 
officials had mounted a truck in 
Malda and were searching it for con¬ 
traband, the truck sped off with 
them abdrad. Other members of 
the Customs "party were taken un¬ 
wares, and pursued the truck in a 
car. A wild shooting match between 
the miscreants and the pursuing offi¬ 
cials followed. Unable to catch up 
with the truck, the officials sought 
the help of a Farakka bridge guard, 
.who was returning home. The guard 
joined them and finally after shoot¬ 
ing at the truck’s tyres and punctur¬ 
ing them the truck was brought to a 
halt at Sibnagar in Murs}tidabad. 
The two officers were rescued and 
smuggled goods worth Rs. 9,99,130 
were recovered from the vehicle. 

An increasing number of influential 
people are involved in the smuggling 
racket. There is evidence of a grow¬ 
ing interest in contraband goods 
among army personnel too. On 
May 19. 1977 the Naxalbari Customs, 
on receiving information, laid a trap 
on L.R.P. Road near a railway cros¬ 
sing and stopped a car (No 75B-T756- 
X) belonging to an army brigadier. 
The officer was not in the car but his 
son was. On searching the car, the 
officials recovered smuggled goods 
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worth a large amount of money. 

Oh August 19, 1977 Customs offi¬ 
cials raided an army canteen and 
rummaged smuggled goods valued 
at Rs. 15,135. The owner of the can¬ 
teen, Mr. Aggarwala submitted that 


he had bought the goods from Nepal 
and brought them to the canteen to 
sell. Again, on September 2, 1977 
Customs officials recovered smuggled 
goods worth Rs. 3,140 from an army 
ambulance. 


not before the “telephone gang” had 
noted the number of the car. 
Unware of whom they had just seen, 
they sent a detailed description of the 
two men to their superiors. 

One of the men, they said, was 
dressed in traditional Muslim garb 
and sported a white beard. The fly 
had entered the den of the spider 
but there was nothing incriminating 
till then about his appearance on 
the spot. The “telephone gang" was 
withdrawn and a close watch was 
kept on the two men who had moved 
on to a small island not far from 
the mainland. 

It was obvious that Harun still 
did not know anything about the 
seizure and that he had left for the 
pre-arranged pick-up area for a noc¬ 
turnal rendezvous. That night, a 
series of signals were beamed off 
the island but there were no return 
flashes from the vessel. Harun may 
have been uneasy but there was still 
no real reason for him to get unduly 
worried. As far as he knew, the 
vessel might well have been delayed 
due to some technical trouble—it is 
never possible to arrange a pick-up 
with split-second precision. There 
was still plenty of time to wait be¬ 
fore any real cause for anxiety on 
his part. 

All through the night Harun went 
on Hashing the signals but obviously 
got no reply. The next morning. 
Customs officials went out on the 
island and asked the two men what 
they were doing on the premises 
and also to identify themselves. 
Harun gave no aliases but furnished 
his real name and address; on his 
return to the mainland he was met 
by Customs authorities who detained 
him. 

In the meanwhile, the “A1 Kossar” 
had been searched from stem to 
stern and had yielded a rich haul 
which was later found to be worth 
Rs 22 lakhs. The search and evalua¬ 
tion continued for days and in the 
process, a high-ranking Customs 
officer, exhausted by 48 hours without 
sleep, opted for a rest. He gave 
orders that he was not to be called 
for anything till 11 a m. the following 
day. but was awakened around 6 a.m. 
and told Harun was asking to sec 
him. The subsequent conversation 
unfolded the entire riddle of the 
smuggling racket. 

These revelations have since been 
hushed up, as also the proceedings 
of the subsequent investigation. The 
case took a rather dramatic turn 
when it was revealed that Harun 
bad been apprehended on the island 
at a place which belongs to the 
former ruler of Bhavnagar. Virbha- 
drasinhjee. Neelam Palace, the resi¬ 
dence of the former ruler, was 
searched but nothing incriminating 
was found on the premises. Cus¬ 
toms authorities took a statement 
from him and are proceeding with 
further investigations in Bombay and 
some places in Saurashtra. 


Gujarat: new haven 


The Gujarat coast is be¬ 
coming a smugglers' rendez¬ 
vous. DAVID McMAHON re¬ 
ports on a -prize catch of 
Rs 22 lakhs recently made 
there. 


P IE Gujarat coastline is in danger 
of becoming another Romney 
Marsh, a Mecca for smugglers of all 
descriptions. Despite strict Customs 
patrolling, this thousand-mile stretch 
is becoming an increasingly popular 
dumping point for contraband in the 
form of gold, wrist-watches, nylon, 
perfumes and drugs. It is no secret 
that these items are finding their way 
into the Indian market from sources 
in Dubai, the nerve centre of smuggl¬ 
ing in the Arabian Gulf. This fact 
has been clearly demonstrated by the 
recent Customs seizure of Rs 22 lakbs 
worth of contraband off D:u. 

During the Emergency, most, smug¬ 
glers languished behind bars and the 
trade took a downward trend. 

According to knowledgeable sources^ 
however, perhaps the most potentially 
dangerous smuggler was still very 
much on the scene. Harun Haji 
Abdullah had served a prolonged 
prison term for his activities as a 
smuggler-but maintained a very low 
profile after his release, thus evad¬ 
ing detention under COFEPOSA 
(Conservation of Foreign Exchange 
and Prevention of Smuggling 
Act). Customs officials, however, 
did not for one moment sub¬ 
scribe to the theory that he had re¬ 
pented his sins and was leading a 
blameless life. His ‘movements were 
watched closely but nothing incrimi¬ 
nating could be pinned on him, 
though he made several trips to 
Dubai and back to Bombay. It was 
no coincidence that there was a flow 
of contraband whenever he made 
these trips, but thanks to his excel- 
lent alibis, no one could point an 
accusing finger at him. Harun, bare¬ 
ly in his forties, took up residence 
in a Bombay flat and grew a beard 
which he dyed white in an attejnpt 
to project an older image. 

A tip-off in mid-May seemed to be 
just another pointer to an ordinary 
seizure. Jamnagar Customs, who 
received the information, perhaps did 
not for one moment suspect what 
they were about to stumble upon. 
They laid their plans and chose 
their opportunity to strike. Their 


target was a mechanised vessel 
which was near Diu, about 200 kms 
south along the coast from Jam¬ 
nagar. The vessel, “AI Kossar” was 
registered in Dubai—perhaps a hint 
of what was to follow. The condi¬ 
tion of the sea at the time chosen 
was very rough, and larger dhows 
could not be used in the seizure since 
there was not enough time for their 
deployment. 

The “Al Kossar” was apprehended 
without any trouble on the night of 
May 14 and it was discovered to no¬ 
body’s great surprise that all on 
board were only crew members. 
Obviously the men behind the racket 
were awaiting the vessel somewhere 
along the coast, the million dollar 
question was : where ? Customs 
authorities had a fairly good idea 
as to the location of the pick-up 
point and also an idea as to just 
vhn was behind it all. It was, as 
yet, too early to draw any conclu¬ 
sions. 

The seizure of the vessel was 
made as discreetly as possible under 
the circumstances, and no word was 
given to the effect of the swoop. In 
this fashion, it was hoped that the. 
culprits would make a wrong move 
which would lead them into the out¬ 
stretched arms of the Customs 
authorities. 

A certain jetty was selected and 
became the target for Customs sur¬ 
veillance. Uniformed men would 
attract unwelcome attention, and any 
large gathering would be suicidal. 
The quarry would then slip through 
the net like a well-greased cat burg¬ 
lar and all the efforts would have 
been in vain. A suitable cover had 
to be devised. 

And so it was, almost as if it were 
a scene in a good-guys-and-bad-guys 
movie. Three men were assigned to 
the pick-up point disguised as a gang 
of workmen laying telephone cables. 
They had been carefully briefed on 
what they were expected to do—and 
also on what answers to give those 
who questioned their credentials. No 
one interfered, however, and they 
remained safely at their post, alert 
for anything untoward in the vici¬ 
nity. They had not been told what 
to expect although their superiors by 
now had a fairly specific idea of who 
was involved. 

Their patience was soon rewarded. 
A green Fiat approached the spot and 
two men got out. The driver then 
.accelerated away from the scene, but 
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Superb, but wasted ? 



Smifa Patil in Manthan: the cold look 


Manthan' 


S IIYAM BENEGAL's Manthan has 
been blessed with such extra¬ 
ordinary critical praise that it seems 
superfluous, if not presumptuous, for 
a critic to recommend the film as 
one of the best Indian films he has 
seen in years. 

The qualities of a good plot, we 
are told, are simplicity, directness 
and an oblique treatment of essen¬ 
tials. The plot of Manthan may be 
synopsised in a sentence as the 
efforts of a ifeterinarian to organise 
a milk co-operative in a village, the 
initial difficulties and the. final 
awakening of the villagers to their 
own needs. The effectiveness of 
the storyline is such that it artfully 
conceals its real subject. For those 
who are content with surface app 
earance, Manthan ostensibly pro¬ 
pagates the virtues of the co-opera¬ 
tive movement in a developing 
country with a feudal colonial past. 
What it is actually about is an 
equitable sharing of national wealth, 
antagonism and hostility in a class 
and caste ridden society, socio-eco¬ 
nomic oppression, commitment and 
opportunism, women’s emancipation 
and the. Marxist belief that it is the 
masses themselves and not a hand¬ 
ful of vanguards who will usher in 
the new revolutionary society: theirs 
is both the power and the glory. 

The central conflict in the film is 
between the forces of exploitation 
and the nascent consciousness of the 
exploited. Benegal crafts the. film 
meticulously, vignette by vignette: a 
deceptively humorous opening has 
dark undertones. Refusing transport, 
the doctor (Girish Karnad) proceeds 
Vo the village on foot and like all 
idealists and intellectuals, seems 
terribly alone, defenceless end 
vulnerable. This is for a moment 
though, for the next few shots tell 
us what he will be transformed into: 
a potent instrument of history. 
Looming large against an arid winter 
landscape—the dry countryside in 
a metaphor of sterility and death— 
he is a figure straight out of a John 
Ford film, a character in whom 
loneliness and steely determination 
coalesce : a man doomed to do good. 
The remaining portion of the first 
half of the film evokes the ambience 
of the place and the mise-en-scene: 
class allegiance, obscurantism and 
human chicanery, grudging approval 
of the villagers as the co-operative 
starts functioning and the hatred 
its success generates, and so on. The 
ihtaloguing is both sharp and ironic: 
the doctor’s intentions are viewed 
with suspicion by the Harijan com¬ 
munity. To them he is an alien, 
whose ideas are too new to be tried 
out. His city-bred co-workers have 
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intellectually rejected casteism but 
prejudices die hard—one of them 
seduces a Harijan girl callous of the 
human cost involved and another 
refuses to take a just stand in a 
dispute between the Harijans and 
the caste Hindus. The doctor is all 
too human; he has lustful thoughts 
as he looks at the shapely legs of a 
village woman (Smita Patil). Later 
we see him harshly scolding his 
young assistant for his dalliance. 
What he is actually doing is up¬ 
braiding himself for his own sexual 
fantasies: this is a moment of moral 
reckoning for both of them. 

The pace of the film quickens in 
the second half: the gathering storm 
clouds break. In this section it Is 
the Harijan Bhola who commands 
the limelight. And it is in this 
section too that the ‘message’ of the 
film comes through powerfully: 
betterment is our birthright and 
battles for economic and social 
justice have to be fought by the 
have-nots themselves. It is to 
Bcnegal's credit that despite its 
political undertones Manthan never 
seems heavy or didactic. He has 
integrated the social commentary in 
an action-packed narrative that un¬ 
folds strongly, lucidly and without a 
poster-loud, clenched-fisted con¬ 
clusion. Life is too important for 
facile endings, Benegal seems to 
suggest. The doctor leaves—his 
transfer underscores the futility of 
seeking change through legal, con¬ 


stitutional means—and the poor are 
left to continue with their struggle 
as best as they can. 

Cinematically Manthan is to date 
Benegal’s best work. There is no 
expressionistic foliage on the screen 
and no declamatory thunder on the 
sound track. His Gujarat country¬ 
side is appropriately dry and wind¬ 
blown and the colour photography 
carefully avoids prettiness in some 
of the tableaux of poverty while 
missing nothing of the sordidness 
and gritty details. Pudovkin has 
reminded us that “the film is not 
shot, but built." Manthan employs 
tl\ree basic editing styles: invisible, 
with its stress on movements within 
the scenes in the opening sequences 
and, as the film picks up tempo, the 
emphatic and the relational with re¬ 
peated use of close-UDS. varied and 
accelerated cuts, stressing the logical, 
intellectual and emotional connec¬ 
tions between images rather than the 
merely chronological. The doctor’s- 
relationships with Bindu, Bhola and 
his own estranged wife who takes 
little interest in his work, are con¬ 
veyed less through the dialogue than 
through the cutting and camera 
placement which succeed in empha¬ 
sizing the mental states and motiva¬ 
tions of these characters. Similarly, 
the mounting anger of Bhola and 
Bindu’s bitter frustrations in the 
second half of the film; are expressed 
largely through relational editing. 
The use of sound in Manthan like 







photography, is both functional and 
expressive, reminiscent of a Satyajit 
Ray film: an infant wails in her 
mother’s arms as the village milk 
contractor makes a hypocritical 
speech, a moral condemnation of 
age-old exploitation and a future 
warning to be heeded; snatches of a 
romantic folk song arc counterpointed 
in a few bars of Hindi film tunes— 
in their own ironic manner these 
songs underline the doctor’s aliena¬ 
tion from the two women in his life; 
also interesting is the language in 
which the upper and lower classes 
talk, one chastely stilted but used 
by the privileged few, the other 
rough and earthy, the language of 
the people. But one wonders why 
in a film shot mostly outdoors the 


director does not use natural sounds 
more frequently and imaginatively. 

The large ensemble of Senegal's 
actors and actresses cannot be 
faulted. Playwright Girish Karnad’s 
Dr. Rao is a strong and commanding 
rescnce. His convictions are not in 
is rhetoric but in bis being. Nasir- 
uddin Shah’s Bhola is astonishingly 
vivid and true. A born leader, he 
delivers his lines with real fire and 
theatrical flair: he gives the film a 
centre. When he Is on, you look. 
And listen. Smita Patil’s Bindu ex¬ 
udes a sultry sensuality and a feel¬ 
ing of explosive rage barely sup¬ 
pressed. And her eyes: cold and 
wary they have seen more abuses 
than she cares to remember. 

There are a few very shaky 


passages in the film. The frothy 
romantic scenes between Anant Nag 
and the Harijan girl scern to come 
from a different film; the sexual mo¬ 
tifs are pure cliches and the Co-op. 
election impasse a little too pat. But 
the sheer power of the subject—and 
Bencgal’s overall craftsmanship— 
carries the film through. 

Manthan is a fitting tribute to the 
500,000 Coop, milk workers in 
Gujarat who helped produce the film. 
But...who are your audiences, Mr 
Benegal? Tf*> peasants and workers 
of. India or its leechlike intelligentsia? 
Maybe that is something you cannot 
do anything about. 

GAUTAM KUNDU 


KHAAS BAAT 


T HE khaas boat of the week 
should surely go down in his¬ 
tory for being such an unprecedented 
event—referring to the Press show 
of Dev Anand’s Des Pardes. One 
went there to be greeted by a strong 
steel shutter rolled down, barring 
the only entry to the preview 
theatre. The mystery worsened when 
one could see a few heads (the 
Nav Ketati publicity guys it tvas 
later revealed) peeking like mice 
behind the curtains at the win¬ 
dows ! A few indignant Press¬ 
men banged on the shutter, which 
was reluctantly opened to reveal a 
dozen publicists lining the entrance 
corridor, each one looking sheepish 
and kind ot dazed ! The theatre it 
seems, was bursting with spectators, 
with not even standing room on the 
sides : there had been some mara- 
mari, according to some passers-by, 
presumably to ward off gate-crashers, 
resulting in the rolled-down shutter, 
which threw off invitees ! Dev has 
always held his shows at a bigger 
theatre in a studio. But this bit of 
badly-managed "show” must have 
been someone’s publicity brainwave 
to pump up the film's popularity. 
Soon one will be hearing of black- 
marketing in invitation cards, like it 
happens at opening shows in public 
theatres ! 

A NEW logical link-up Is on. With 
signs of No. 1 pair Dharam - 
Hema cooling off both professionally 
and personally, there is a search for 
another new hot pair. So who fills 
the bill ? Vinod Khanna, whom they 
say is slowly overtaking even Ami- 
tabh in popularity—and Parveen 
Babi, who is hot on the heels of 
Zftnat Am an I What else could 
happen ? With Vinod’s increasing 
popularity and Parveen’s increasing 
seriousness and dedication to her 
work, the pair should be able to 
churn out a nice refreshing roman¬ 
tic billing ... never mind if it runs 
Into their personal life too 1 

r\IMPLE was stutmed when told 
U that Zeenat quoted her name 


as being the culprit to spread the 
-ummir of the Zcenat-Sanjay Khan 
marriage. Dimple had not read 
the news item and she snorted, 
“What the hell do I gain or lose 
whom Zeenat marries ! Or if she 
docs or not at all ! But anyway, if 
she feels happy blaming me for 
starting the rumour, much joy to 
her !” 

SHA BHONSLE has done a bit 
of one-upmanship over sis Lata 
at her recent concert in London’s 
Royal Albert Hall, drawing a thun¬ 
derous ovation from the packed 
hall. Must say Asha is flourishing in 
a rather extrovert way since she 
left O. P. Nayyar and hitebed-up 
with R. D. Burman. R. D. was 
there with her sharing her glory 
and singing along with her and her 
grown-up kids. The hep, modish 
programme complete with qawwaits, 
pop songs and the rest of the R.D. 
jazz, no doubt brought a lot of 
popular appeal, but it sounds a bit 
of a comedown, considering the 
place was the world-class Royal Al¬ 
bert Hall, where only Ravi Shankar 
and Lata from India, have held the 
earlier distinction of playing to a 
very select, affluent audience. 

T INA is the happiest girl in film- 
dom. now that she has started 
working outside. With a launching 
out from Nav Ketan, carefully 
groomed by Dev, she has been 
taken on by a sought-after director 
like Basu Chatterji, and is in love 
with a handsome young boy like 
Sanjay Dutt. Tina, the youngest and 
the favourite in her family of eight 
brothers and sisters, cannot but be 
ecstatic! Gone is the depression 
she went through preceding her 
Des Pardes release, when she had 
to sit and watch prize roles come 
whistling to her and flying off, be¬ 
cause! of the clause in the Des 
Pardes contract 1 

t 

N OW that Rajeth’s faithful Jeevfes, 
Kabir, who had withstood a great 
deal from the Superstar in his 
season and also opt of it, has left 


him, the Khannas have taken their 
wheels in their own hands. Not 
that Dimple minds driving though, 
she always shoved Ka'uii at the back 
and drove herself anyway! Rajcsh 
drives himself to work and else¬ 
where, Dimple races around on her 
own, like she used to, without a 
driver at the back. The other day 
when he was coming back from the 
Calcutta premiere of Bhola Bhala, 
Dimple drove to the airport to pick 
him up. He hadn’t taken that flight, 
so back she went the next day and 
brought him back! Let me teil you 
she enjoyed the airport duty, what¬ 
ever you may think! 

W HEN Coca-Cola stopped in 
Bombay, one person who was 
greatly inconvenienced was Hema, 
though foi a Southie like her you'd 
think she lives on coffee! As .soon 
us Coke disappeared from Bombay, 
she had stocks (whatever remained 
of them) from Madras. Delhi and 
elsewhere, flown in for her! That’s 
the Hema style! 

T HEN there are some status-quo 
pairs between whom the tuning 
is the same—neither stronger nor 
weaker with the passage of thne 
and films : Shalru Reena Amitabh- 
Rekha, Shashi-Shabana. No, not 
Dharam Hema and R ishi-Neetu — 
there's some uncanny lull in that 
area (before the storm breaks?). 

T HE cold-war between Shabana 
and Vidya Sinha has thawed, the 
ideal backdrop being Russia. It had 
started from Vidya’s side; and this 
is surely an indication that she is 
changing. She seems more placid, 
and not so uppity as before. Must’ve 
realised that she might as well join 
’em, for fighting and showing moods 
(A la Sharmila) was getting her 
nowhere. As for the loquacious 
Shabana, who she finds it hard to 
be unfriendly to anyone, welcomed 
the thaw. What does Shabana have 
to lose? She is on the UP! And 
Vidya, who has called her a lousy 
actress, is rethinking ! 
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MrMasani,why the 


A MIDST* the turmoil that the 
country is going through in 
other fields, the miniature storm 
in the Minorities Commission’s 
teacup should be of little conse¬ 
quence, and not deserving of 
attention. This was my view until 
lately, and when I was asked foi 
comments on my reported resig¬ 
nation from the Commission I 
thought it was sufficient to dec 
lare that my differences with the 
Government were not of much 
public interest, and that, the 
matter being largely personal, I 
found any public discussion of it 
distasteful. 

1 now see that I was wrong.. In 
the absence of accurate informa¬ 
tion, the Press has been putting 
out columns of half-truths; and 
even a person of Mr M. R. Ma- 
sani’s experience has found It 
necessary to give long interviews 
on the subject and otherwise brief 
the Press with his version of what 
happened. I have therefore decid¬ 
ed to speak out. 1 may also add 
that anyone interested in the do¬ 
cuments in the matter can have 
access to them in a file relating 
to it. which is kept in my office 
in Delhi. If the public is at all in 
terested in this, it is entitled to 
the whole truth, instead of edited 
glimpses of it. 

. I do not know why, when Mr 
Masani announced his resignation 
from the chairmanship of the 
Minorities Commission be deemed 
it necessary to append an announ¬ 
cement that I too had resigned. 
He did this on May 29. Two days 
earlier, I had written’to him, ex 
plaining why, though we had sent 
a joint letter of resignation on 
May 9, my stance in the matter 
was different, from his. This letter 
supplemented what I had written 
to him even earlier, on May 22, 

In the earlier letter. I had given 
him the gist of a discussion the 
Home Secretary, at the Prime 
Minister’s suggestion, had with 
me on the matters raised in the 
' letter of resignation, as welt as 
on a matter I had raised In a 
separate communication. In the 
light of this discussion, and for 
reasons I set forth in some detail, 
I had. in both my letters to Mr 
Masani, tried to dissuade him from 
making any final decision to quit 
. I do not know what public pur- 
j page he served by his officious 
reference to my resignation, With' 
but Mentioning these subsequent 

.. :|b • knows 'that ! 

•'.iga, ttseuJaM enough to ten 
■ guMic Whot j ,)m5w^~Mka 


approach in any matter of public 
interest, without his having to 
help out with such announce¬ 
ments. 

In his interview with this jour¬ 
nal (published on July 2), he 
refers disdainfully to a certain 
agony of indecision he observed 
in me. To quote his well-bred, 
condescending prose; “I felt 
rather sorry for Professor John. 

It would seem from the statement 
published on May 31, that lie did 
not know his mind and was un¬ 
happy both at the thought of re¬ 
signing and also at not resigning." 
Set against such vasciilation, how 
wonderful is the cocksureness that 
Mr. Masani embodies. He not only 
knows his own mind, but would 
also make up other people’s help¬ 
less minds for them! I wonder 
whether, in his long public life, 
he has ever been assailed by any 
doubt that he might after ali be 
wrong. One is irresistably remin¬ 
ded of what Melbourne said about 
Macaulay: “I wish I were as cock¬ 
sure of any one thing as Tom 
Macaulay is of everything." 

The immediate provocation for 
our resignation of May 9 is now 
common knowledge. On March 30, 
the Chairman or the Minorities 
Commission wrote to the Minister 
of Education that the Commission 
was studying representations from 
Muslim organisations and indivi¬ 
duals regarding the Aligarh Mus¬ 
lim University Act, and that out 
suggestions may be awaited before 
giving final shape to the proposed 
amendment Rill. There was no 
response to this; instead, it was 
announced iif Parliament on Maf 
4, that the Bill would be introdm 
ced the following Week. Thls.di*- 
urtesy had Cosine on top of seve*. 
_1 difficulties regarding the 
udget, staff and accommodation, 
that the Commission had eiqto;' 
rienced in the first few weeks of 
Us functioning. 

Mr. Masani has insinuated, that, 
in changing my stance^ ttL&gfttlt 
to this discourtesy, I batfe ■'fitted. * 
mixing up the sequence of 'fivefijjfL: 
Or, as he puts it ip Ml eieganC 
idiom, "The ppor man’s , met 
seems to be playing Wm.fijse.’ 

* My opulent friend's jibe has 
‘ever helped to ..refresh 
memory--and what 1 

this: When the ContL.__ 

on May 8, we-drafted our 
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tion, and since the discourtesy 
shown to the Commission earlier 
remained unexplained, and certain 
other points raised in an earlier 
letter of the chairman also remain 
ed unattended to, we signed the 
letter and sent it. Mr. Masanl’s 
own reading of the possible out¬ 
come was tnat, as he put it to me 
while leaving for Bombay, he re¬ 
ckoned that there was a fifty per 
cent chance of avoiding a final 
break. 

I had this expectation in mind 
when, a few days later, I respon¬ 
ded to the Home Secretaiy’s invi¬ 
tation to a discussion of the Com¬ 
mission’s differences with the 
Government, and reported the 
matter to Mr Masani. In the cir¬ 
cumstances, whatever Mr. Masani 
felt, I could not take the view 
that the Government bad dis 
courteously ignored our commu¬ 
nications. The fact that we wcnl 
ahead with our consideration of 
minority rights in regard to Ali¬ 
garh Muslim University was, to 
my simple mind, an acknowledge 
ment that we felt we could influ¬ 
ence the decisions of the Govern¬ 
ment.. We sent in our report on 
AUgarh at the end of May. To 
press for the acceptance of our 
resignation simultaneously was 
not exactly by idea of timing. 

Mr Masani should not feel pee¬ 
ved that I did not accept the role 
of befog an interesting footnote 
to his strident resignation. I accep¬ 
ted- the invitation to become a 
member of the Minorities Commi¬ 
ssion because I felt that the work 
offered challenges of an impor¬ 
tance that I had never confronted 
before. There could be nothing 
nobler than to. assist, in however 
stnall a way, in the ushermg m 
cf a lust society; and nothing 
Moire difficult. The hesitancies and 
In&cfsioa that Mr Masani'. dep- 
to&Sjta me, are perhaps inevita¬ 
ble When one cornea-’to a task 
without all theatUwt-r*. ready, 
nbd When there JjyftMbf'MRr .Mint 
,;,OW^n-,objectiveR^M:;Ss|!fem. .MR * 

.vSfifti*. on* H 

ambivakoc^ M mv iwftd: I 
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Saga of a teacher who 
refused to give up _ 

How Jogesh Bhattacharya has (almost ) won 
a 17-year-long legal battle 


J UNE 12, the offices of the Educa¬ 
tion Ministry, Writers' Building, 
Calcutta. A group of five persons 
led by a court official enters the 
office of the deputy secretary with a 
writ demanding immediate payment 
of Rs 43,673 to a former teacher, Mr 
Jogesh Bhattacharya, or alternatively, 
security against the amount. The 
result is pandemonium. 

Finally, property worth the de¬ 
faulting amount is sealed. Amidst 
persistent jeering from clerks, 200 
chairs, 150 tables, 60 ceiling fans 
(which have to be switched off to 
enable court officials to assess their 
values). 30 typewriters, 10 wall 
clocks, 14 steel almirahs and five 
wooden cupboards are, to use the 
apposite-sounding legal term, croa¬ 
ked. The registrar of the education 
department signs the bond, ceding 
the property, in his personal capa¬ 
city. Court officials return to the 
Alipore courts while two members of 
the group, sons of Mr Bhattacharya, 
return home to tell their jubilant 65- 
year-old father that the case be had 
filed when he was 17 years younger 
has been won. 

Actually, almost won. The Alipore 
gub-judge had ordered that the pro¬ 
perty should be attached till June 
29. If Mr Bhattacharya’s dues were 
not paid till then, the property croa¬ 
ked would be auctioned and the pro¬ 
ceeds given to Mr Bhattacharya. 
Understandably, Mr Bhattacharya, 
father of 12 children and almost an 
invalid, was jubilant: "1 will show 
that even the Government, which 
has such sweeping powers against the 
individual today, can be fought on its 
own terms and vanquished/’ he told 
me. 

June 29 came and went and noth¬ 
ing happened. Two days later, the 
Government filed an appeal in the 
Alipore court, challenging its right to 
attach property at Writers’ Building. 
A saddened Mr Bhattacharya said: 
“So much is said about the rule of 
law but the Government itself vio¬ 
lates it.’’ And tben, in a tone of 
uprightness, added: “It is not as if 
I want the money. My eldest son 
earns two lakhs every year. Nor am 
I concerned with the Government’s 

S uarrel with the court over its juris- 
iction. The point is: the court has 


given me a decree and it should be 
executed.” Then, pushing back a 
lock of grey hair, he dabbed sweat 
on his wide forehead and looked 
emptily, out of the window. Hi* 
struggle would have to continue. 

M R Bhattacharya’s court ordeal 
began in 1961 when his services 
as lecturer in English were termina¬ 
ted at the Government-sponsored 
Motijheel College, Dum Dum. His 



Jogesh Bhattacharya: a lesson in 
pertinacity 


lifelong problems, however, began 
much earlier, when he determined 
that he wouldn’t buckle to either 
authority or money. In 1951 when 
he was the principal of a college in 
Murshidabad district, the owner ahd 
founder of the college, a wealthy 
Marwari businessman, asked him for 
a favour. All that Mr Bhattacharya 
was required to do was exonerate a 
son of one of the owner’s associates 
whom he had expelled for cheating 
in the examinations. He refused. The 
vindictive owner took advantage of 
a loan of Rs 4,000 that Mr Bbatta- 
charva had taken for the marriage 


of his eldest daughter and blew this- 
up into a charge of embezzlement 
The district court upheld the case 
against Mr Bhattacharya and senten¬ 
ced him to four months in jail. Un¬ 
daunted. Mr Bhattacharya took the 
case to High Court and was ‘honou¬ 
rably acquitted*. 

In 1958, after he had recovered 
from a bout of bronchiactisis which 
had kept him bedridden for four 
years, he was offered the post of a 
senior lecturer in English at the 
Motijheel College. The principal, Dr 
II. N. Gupta, assured Mr Bhatta- 
charva that he would soon be put on 
a higher pay scale. Mr. Bhattacharya 
jollied in 1958, but he was not given 
a letter of appointment. 

Some time later. Dr Gupta went 
abroad for studies. That is when Mr 
Bhattacharya's troubles started. Dr 
Gupta left him with the assurance 
that the acting principal, Mr D. P. 
Acharjee. would arrange his letter of 
appointment at the higher scale. But 
Mr Acharjee showed no keenness to 
do so. Instead, Mr Acharjee wrote 
to the director of public instruc¬ 
tion asking for clarification. 

In 1960, a colleague of Mr Bhatta¬ 
charya in the English department, 
Mr Santipriya Chatterjee, was made 
the head of the department. Mr 
Bhattacharya resented this. He ar¬ 
gued that though Mr Chatterjee had 
joined the college earlier, he had 
been appointed on a higher pay. In 
protest, be resigned in August 1960. 
Recalling the incident, he said bit¬ 
terly: "No one opposed the decision 
tin the governing body, because the 
college was receiving a handsome 
benefit of several lakhs a year since 
Mr Acharjee was a former assistant 
director of public instruction.’’ 

Later, persuaded by a friend, 
he withdrew his resignation and re¬ 
joined. His terms of appointment 
were still to be decided but wbat was 
more unbearable than the uncer¬ 
tainty was the petty and vindictive 
attitude adopted by the principal. 
On one occasion, Mr Bhattacharya 
was ordered, not requested, to in- 
vigilatate at an examination, “some¬ 
thing I had never done before and 
even today is not compulsory”. In a 
oetitloB to the president of the gov- 






erning body, Mr Bhattacharya objec¬ 
ted to the peremptory tone of the. 
principal’s letter: 'it is contrary to 
decorum to address a senior tea¬ 
cher without the customary ‘dear’,” 
he wrote. He also spoke of his poor 
health and said it was impossible tot 
him to pace up and down the exa¬ 
mination hall. At the left side of 
the letter, Mr Acharjee had appen¬ 
ded: “Something must be done about 
Mr Bhattacharya, otherwise it will 
be impossible for me to function.” 

It was at this stage, that Mr 
Acharjee was given the power he 
wanted. A letter came from the 
ADPI stating that Mr Bhattacharya 
was a temporary lecturer with a 
fixed salary of Rs 250 and Rs 50 as 
UGC benefit. Mr Bhattacharya, the 
ADPI suggested, should be put 
through an interview before he was 
given an appointment letter. On 
March 31, 1961, the principal sent a 
letter to Mr Bhattacharya saying: 
“Your services are no longer requi¬ 
red " Mr Bhattacharya was then 48, 
and head of a family of 12. His 
younger daughter was learning her 
first alphabets. 

Mr Bhattacharya tiled a writ peti¬ 
tion in the Calcutta High Court, 
l-’rom there, his case was transferred 
four times, finally ending up in the 
Alipore courts. At the Alipore courts, 
the case was deliberately delayed by 
the Government and took 10 years to 
be'decided. “The Government plea¬ 
der Mr Manoranjao Das, even told me. 
that he would never allow the case 
to be decided in my lifetime,” Mr 
Bhattacharya recalled. Ironically, it 
was Mr Das who was the first to die, 
a few days before the judgement 
was delivered. 


The Government then tried to per¬ 
suade Mr Bhattacharya to settle the 
matter out of court. It offered Rs 
25,000 as compensation, "but l refu¬ 
sed”. His court expenses had, by 


then, mounted to Rs 30,000 and 
would have been more, had he not 
got most of his court work done 
through lawyer-friends. 

Financial stringency also preven¬ 
ted Mr Bhattacharya from claiming 
the full amount of his salary. His 
arrears amounted to Rs 1,06,000 but 
for him to claim this through the 
court he would have had to pay Rs 
10,600 as court fees. Mr Bhatta- 
charya could only raise Rs 4,000 for 
court fees and could claim only Rs 
40,000. The judge remarked on this 
fact when he gave his judgement. 

*<1I7HAT do you plan to do now?” 

» V I asked the embattled man on 
July 7. “Tomorrow the court will 
announce the date for the hearing 
of the Government’s case. But be¬ 
fore the hearing can commence, 1 
shall press the judge for a date for 
the auctioning of the Government 
property, which, as long "as the 
Court’s order stands, must be carried 
out. If the money raised from the 
auctioning does not suffice, the court 
ought to give as many croaking 
orders as necessary till I get my 
dues. 1 shall go on reminding the 
court.” Mr Bhattacharya is empha¬ 
tic that the Government’s new case 
is a ridiculous contravention of the 
rule of law : “If they ever did 
dispute the court’s jurisdiction to at¬ 
tach Government property, why did 
they not raise this point imme¬ 
diately after the case was decided in 
1977 ? They were given a month's 
lime to appeal against the judge¬ 
ment.”. Mr Bhattacharya was no 
ordinary teacher. He won the ad¬ 
miration of several eminent educa¬ 
tionists for his academic brilliance. 
His daughter Arati, a professor, in¬ 
sists her father’s ‘persecution’ has 
been a grave loss to the country. 
“And there are many other teachers 
like me who are being put to this 
cruel fate,” Mr Bhattacharya said in 
anger. 

NIRMAL MURA, Calcutta 


No 'sex' please, 
this is Kala Mandir 

Whims override the meaning of words 


sed. It had been chosen as the next 
production of an up-and-coming Cal¬ 
cutta theatre group, Major Chord, 
They filed an application for the 
use of a local hall, the basement of 
Kala Mandir. Saha Babu, the dark, 
bespectacled booking clerk at the 
hall told the theatre group mem¬ 
bers to return the next day. 

On June 15, Sextette's young 
director, Masaedul Huq, was told 
that the hall's committee had raised 
an objection about the name of the 


Saha Babu's stand was firm — 
Mandir could not be used un¬ 
less the name of the play was 
changed. Masood suggested that 
since the title had neither sexual 
connotations nor an obscene angle, 
he would file another application to 
clarify the issue. 

In the second application ho 
wrote : "The English language defi¬ 
nition of 'sextette' according to the 
Chamber’s Dictionary is: A group 
of six players or instruments of 
music or a company of six people. 
It is rather unpractical to consider 
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only the first three letters of tho 
name Sextette and object to it. The 
following words also begin with 
‘'sex” — sexagenarian, sexangle, sex¬ 
centenary, ' sexdigitate, sexennial, 
sexfied, sexfpi), sexisyllabic, scxi 
valent, sexlocular, sexpartite, sextain, 
sextans, sextant, sextiliion. Are all 
the words listed above obscene? If 
we consider their meanings we can* 
not call them obscene.” 


On June 19 he was told that the 
committee had refused to consider 
bis note of clarification. Even his 
suggestion that he be allowed to 
speak to at least one committee 
member was turned aside. Saha 
Babu even refused to tell him the 
names of the members : “You are 
not allowed to meet them. So there 
is no point tailing you the names.” 
Kala Mandir even declined to give 
its decision in writing. 


When I contacted Mr Mishra 
(Manager. Kala Mandir) to get his 
comments on the Sangit Kala Man¬ 
dir Trust’s ignorance of .elementary 
English suffixes and its puritanical 
stand, he told me in chaste Hindi : 
“I have nothing to do with this busi¬ 
ness. Please talk to Saha Babu. I 
am not the one who passes deci¬ 
sions for the Kala Mandir Trust." 


Kala Mandir employees refused to 
divulge the names of the committee 
members. 1 then asked for the add¬ 
resses and telephone numbers of the 
members. That didn’t work either. 
“Journalists could detect the Water¬ 
gate scandal, why can’t you find the 
committee members without us ■ tell¬ 
ing you ?” I was tersely told. 


On June 23, Masood was called to 
Kala Mandir and told that the audi¬ 
torium was not available for August 
7 and 9. Not so very long ago an¬ 
other theatre group bad staged a 
play entitled “No Sex, Please, We’re 
British” in Kala Mandir — perhaps 
the word “No” before “Sex” made 
ell the difference. 


An infuriated,', but calm, Masoo- 
dul Huq said : “It’s high time we 
did something about sex. Either 
way, in theatre, there is hardly a 
choice. We’ve got to have a lot of 
skin and a lot of flesh even to con¬ 
form to the standards of Kala Man¬ 
dir. Otherwise, how do you con¬ 
vince an audience that sex is bad ? 
Whether the play is Sextette, or, as 
some people would have it No 
Sextette, the script is all that mat¬ 
ters eventually. They should have 
asked for a script and read it with 
an open mind before jumping to 
extreme conclusions”. 


SYED NISAR MEHDI ABDI, 
Calcutta 


TN farmers renew 
agitation 


This lime without clothes 

N O bridge-blowing this time; no 
bus-burning either. Tamil Nadu 
farmers resumed their agitation in 
the last week of June in an unique 
wuy. Hundreds of farmers paraded 
around Madras with the barest 
clothing. The elderly fanners were 
a bit reluctant to remove their 
clothes, but the younger ones were 
totally uninhibited. Some marchers 
had garlands of vegetables around 
their necks. 

This was a sequel to the April 
agitation in which nine people were 
killed' in police firing. Following the 
trouble the Tamil Nadu Chief Minis¬ 
ter, Mr M. G. Ramachandran, called 
the representatives of a dozen far¬ 
mers’ associations and held detailed 
talks with them. By the end of 
May, the Chief Minister announced 
many relief measures which will cost 
the exchequer at least Rs. six crores 
annually. The State Government also 
announced that no coercive steps or 
distraint proceedings will be taken 
against the small farmers for reco¬ 
very of'co-operative loans. MGR's 
concessions were well received by 
most of the farmers’ associations.' 

Mr. C. Narayanaswami Naidu’s 
Tamizliaga Vivasayigal Sangham, 
however decided to continue the agi¬ 
tation. The Sangham wants the 
Government to further reduce the 
tariff on power and convert the 
short-term loans into long-term ones. 
When reminded of the financial pro¬ 
blems faced by the State, Mr Naidu 
said that it is for the Government 
to find a solution to the problems of 
the people. “If a child cries, isn't it 
the duty of the mother to pacify the 
child somehow?” asked Mr Naidu. 



This farmer preferred to wear a 
garland of brinjals 


Mr Naidu has now threatened an 
economic blockade, to cut off the 
supply of meat, vegetables and milk 
to the cities. MGR has accused the 
JDMK of helping and backing hawks, 
like Mr Naidu, among the farmers, 
but the DMK has maintained a low 
profile till now. 

ARTHUR PAIS, Madras 


'Banks' which make 
poor poorer _ 

Chhatisgarh sharks back in business 


<DANKS’ which reduce the 
D members of weaker sections of 
the society into virtual kangal 
(paupers) are back in business again 
in the most backward region of 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhatisgarh. 

These ‘hanks' had been operating 
in the area f6r over one ana a half 
decades before the Emergency but 
were dosed down during the 
Emergency- Their main area of 
operation is Basna, Sairapali and the 
areas bordering Orissa in Raipur 
district of MP, In villages where the 
Oriya-speaking population is pre¬ 


dominant. every single resident is 
fully under the clutches of these 
‘kangal banks’. 

The operators of these banks arc 
mostly from Andhra Pradesh. They 
don’t follow any system, neither the 
one followed by co-operative banks 
nor that of commercial banks. They 
have their own system under which 
they charge a weekly interest of Rs. 
1.50 for every Rs. 10 loaned. This 
works out at 780 per cent per annum. 

The clientele of ’kangal banks' 
comprise of petty shopkeepers, 
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vendors and class IV employees. 
Individual loans range between Rs. 
10 and Rs 50. In exceptional cases 
it may be Rs. 100, but never more 
than that. The borrower actually 
(gets Rs. 8 for every Rs. 10 sanction¬ 
ed to him as loan, the other Rs. 2 
being the interest deducted in 
advance. Out of that Rs. 8.00, 36 
paisc are deducted as charges for 
the “loan slip’’. Helpless and rc- 
sourceless villagers depend on these 
banks at the time of an emergency 
such as death or sickness because 
the loan procedures of commercial 
and co-operative banks are cumber¬ 
some- 

The ‘kangal banks’ don’t believe 
in the due process of law for re¬ 
covery of their Joans and never go 
to court. They have their own 
lathi-wielding staff for recovery of 
the loans, though they are more 
interested in realisation of the 
interest rather than the principal. 


. The banks' lathait visits every 
village on the weekly market day 
and occupies a cot strategically 
placed in the centre of the market. 
Every borrower pays him the In¬ 
terest due plus one rupee for the 
‘bank staff' and another rupee for 
his cycle. Defaulters are beaten up 
and humiliated. Tulanand, a class 
IV employee in Saraipali area, com¬ 
mitted suicide to save himself from 
public humiliation. 


When the ‘kangal banks’ are 
convinced that the borrower is no 
longer able to pay any more, they 
seize the borrower’s belongings. 
During the Emergency when the 
police launched a campaign against 
these banks, they recovered cycles, 
transistors and jewellery from the 
“received stock" of these ‘banks.’ 


In 1974, Mr Taxman Satpatliy, the 
then Congress MLA of the area, had 
raised his voice against these banks. 
Mr Puran Batriya, the then superin¬ 
tendent of police, had on his own 
initiative taken executive action and 
made it difficult for these bandit 
‘banks’ to operate. “Non-operation 
of ’kangal bank’ in the village” was. 
the yardstick that Mr Batriya app¬ 
lied to test the station officer and 
this had a magical effect. 36 bank 
owners were put behind bars under 
preventive detention during the 
Emergency. 

The former Chief Minister of MP, 
Mr Shyama Charan Shukla, had 
announced that the Government 
would allot Rs. 500 to every village 
panchayat for emergency loans to 
the people so that they may not 
have to go to these money sharks, 
unfortunately, the announcement re¬ 
mained only on paper. The Janata 
Party Government nas not paid any 
attention to this organised loot of 
poor villagers of Chbattisgarh region, 

M. V. KHER, Raipur 
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Grav e price rise 

Death becomes a life-size problem in Goa 


I aeatn nas become a 

4 hfesize problem. In fact, it al¬ 
ways was. Seventeenth century 
Franciscan fnars, who gave Goans 
the magic ’feni’ formula, and 
were so rutbelessly business minded 
that they would tell the living ‘salt 

the r burial ’ ' f tbey couM not afford 


As in life, so in death, it’s politics 
all the way. Municipalities reflect 
urban contempt for the ruling Maba- 
rashtrawadi Gomantak Party’s rural 
social philosophy. The Government 
has already downgraded four (out of 
eleven) municipalities to mere village 
panchayats, with two more marked 
for retribution in the near future. 
The existing councils are being dis¬ 
ciplined through devious funding 
procedures. Panjim Municipality, 
Asia’s oldest and, once, India’s 
cleanest, is so desperately short of 
funds that it has reached a dead end. 
Outside the Goa Medical College 
Hospital, at Ribandar, crows feast on 
blood soaked gynaecological pads 
carelessly cast on the roadside; in 
the main hospital, in Panjim proper, 
on occasion, stray dogs fight over 
amputated limbs or excised viscera 
dumped in open garbage cans. Un¬ 
claimed bodies—some in a highly 
decomposed condition— lying at the 
city morgue are despatched on hand¬ 
carts. Five or six are sent at a time 
to save on coolie hire and are wrap¬ 
ped in jute waste for their last 
journey to the Santa Ines burial 
grounds. 


Municipal cemeteries are plagued 
by other problems. Pomp-—most of 
it meaningless—and prestige—much 
of it false—are incurable Goan 
fixations. Tradition not only enjoins 
the living to bury their dead, it also 


expects them to buy the grave, ‘first 
class’ preferably, for death in this 
part of the world is no leveller. For 
a time, Panjim Municipality did a 
roaring business—or so it thought 
From one rupee per grave (digging 
and burial inclusive) in 1879, when 
the Santa Ines cemetery was inau- 

f urated (Jose Messias Gomes da 
ilva on 2-1-1879 being the dear de¬ 
parted) it has kept raising prices. 
The latest hike, effective May 15, is 
five fold, and graves 2 meters x 1.25 
metres will now cost Rs. 5,000 
(digging and filling extra), Until re¬ 
cently, graves were graded with 
front rows being costlier, as in any 
live show. A parish priest, Monsignor 
Alfred Fansoca, tried to put the dead 
to good use and raised on the grave¬ 
yard some excellent sugar cane, only 
to lose his temper with the sexton 
(who ‘obdurately* refused to harvest). 
Mayor Dr. Inarcio de Sa estimates 
that in five years there "just won’t 
be any space available” for more 
graves. Municipal officials guess “It’s 
time for free enterprise to take over”. 
The fact is that most of the nearby 
land has been developed by rapacious 
realtors to meet the growing housing 
famine in Panjim (population in 1961 
10,000, in 1978 55,000). What un¬ 

developed land still exists is being 
claimed, comically, under the “land 
to the tiller” legislation by brothel 
kee{>ers operating in the coconut 
groves off the cemetery. “We have 
reached the dead end”, says Abilio 
de Albuquerque, mournfully, the old¬ 
est of the Municipal employees. Re¬ 
adjusts his bifocals and his new den¬ 
tures to highlight his awe and help¬ 
lessness. 


MARIO CABRAL e SA, Goa 


Carrying the dead: The cemetery is the problem 



Search for a pet tigress 


Is Tara a maneater now ? 

I T was "Billy" Arjan Singh who was 
largely responsible for Dudhwa 
forest gaining the status of a 

national park. Today, enveloped in 

his loneliness, he roams the desolate 
trails of that park, armed with 

nothing more lethal than a swagger 
stick. Hd searches for a part of his 
very being—a sleek tigress named 
Tara. 

A little over two years, ago, this 
World Wildlife Fund gold medal 

winner came across a tiny ball of fur 
—a tiger cub that had been separat¬ 
ed from its mother. The cub was 
christened Tara, and Arjan Singb 
lavished all the attention of a fond 
father on her, even cradling her in 
his arms while he slept. Tara res¬ 
ponded with tender devotion to her 
surrogate parent, always trusting and 
never ungentle. Arjan Singh’s farm¬ 
house, “Tiger Haven”, on the peri¬ 
phery of the forest, in the Laknira- 
pur-Kheri district of UP was a home 
for the bachelor as well as his 
‘family”—a dog, a leopardess named 
Harriet and Tara. 

The tigress developed a habit ol 
entering the jungle at dawn and re¬ 
turning only after nightfall. As she 



Is Tara the terror of Gola Gokaran- 
rath'! 


matured, her visits became more and 
more prolonged till on January 16 
this year she went out as usual and 
did not return. Ever since then, 
“Billy” has spared no efforts to try 
and trace the missing Tara. When I 
'met him in February there was 
anguish in his voice when he said 
“My Tara is gone. She has left me." 


There was anxiety as well, for since 
Tara had been reared by man. she 
had not been taught to kill. 

With his balding head bent low 
and his keen eyes scrutinising the 
ground for even the faintest trace of 
the familiar pugmarks, “Billy” has 
continued, with dogged determina¬ 
tion, his search for Tara. In early 
April he spotted what he thought 
were tracks of the tigress, only a 
mile and a half out of “Tiger 
Haven", but there has been no 
further sign of Tara. 

Mr. V. B. Singh, UP State Chief 
Wildlife Warden, says that the 
pugmarks probably belong to another 
female of the species, and added 
“Tara may not even be alive today. 
She may have been killed by a male, 
or succumbed to a fatal disease." 

On the other hand, it may be Tara 
who is terrorising the area of Gola 
Gokarannath, 87 kilometres from the 
national park. Nothing more is 
known about this man-eatei 
except that it is a tigress 
which has a cub in tow The chances 
of Tara being the maneater seem in¬ 
creased by the assertions of park 
officials that she has mated during 
her absence. The human death toll 
now stands at nine, but “Billy" 
continues his search. 

ZAFAR ZORDAN. Lucknow 
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shows how 

Our hire purchase scheme helps 
you own things you always wanted 
Pay a modest amount now 
Rest in easy instalments, 
(You can buy cash down, of course) 

And pick your choice from our 
wide range of products : 



Refrigerators, Water Coolers. 
Geysers. Air Conditioners. Fans; 

T Vs, Tape Recorders. Radios. 

Stereos. Sewing Machines. 
Washing Machines. Pressure 
Cookers. Gas tandoor-cum-ovens; 
Almirahs, Filing Cabinets. 
Typewriters. Calculators, 
Scooters, 
and 

other wide array of appliances for 
office and home. 

Visit our air-condittansd show rooms 
Today. j 
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The ever diversifying 




- A NAME YOU HAVE COME 
TO TRUST 



MANUFACTURERS OF:TEXTILE SPINNING MACHINERY* ROLLING 
STOCK ■ SUGAR MILL MACHINERY ■ WATERTUBE, VERTICAL 
CROSS TUBE, LANCASHIRE, CORNISH AND PACKAGE BOILERS ■ 
PRESSURE VESSELS ■ HEAT EXCHANGERS,REACTORS,COLUMNS 
AND ALLIED EQUIPMENT ■ HYDRAULIC STRUCTURESBCRANES* 
BRIOGES AND OTHER STEELWORK ■ ROAD ROLLERS ■ G. I AND 
STEEL CASTINGS ■ 

REGIONAL OFFICES : 

NEW DELHI • BOMBAY• AHMEDABAD • MADRAS 
COIMBATORE 
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the soothing pleasure of a 
sulphur bath— 

Use 



BENGAL CHEMICAL'S 


SULPHUR 


SOAP 



j 

Keeps you fresh all day long ! 

i 

i 

A toilet soap with very special curative proper¬ 
ties—Bengal Chemical's Sulphur Soap ! You not 
only get a cool refreshing bath—you're also 
fully protected against prickly heat, skin irritation, 
rashes and minor infections! Buy Sulphur Soap j 
today—and you buy protection and comfort, all 
day long ! 


BENGAL CHEMICAL 


.& PHARMACEUTICAL WORKS LD. 

(Management under Government of India) 
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'Not Nehru, my colleagues let me down* 

/ never dreamt of becoming Army Chief: Gen. Habibullah 


MAJOR-GENERAL E. HAB1BVL 
LAH (Retired) sent us the letter 
published below in response to 
Mr Janardan Thakur’s article 
“Our new an chief ” m the SUN¬ 
DAY, May 28 issue. 


I FEEL fluttered by what Mr 
Janardan Thakur has written 
about me in his article on Idris 
Latif. Air Marshal Latif has been 
designated as the next 'air chief, 
but before this Brig Osman and 
Hav Abdul Hamid have already 
laid down their lives for the 
country. To me it is a matter of 
great pride that the son-in-law of 
one of my greatest friends and 
champions of secularism in India 
has become the first Muslim to 
be named the Chief of Air Staff. 
Begum Bilquis Latif is like my 
neice. Her father Nawab Ali 
Yavar Jung and I were together 
in Hyderabad in 1931. She was 
knee-high then and a very cute 
little girl. 

Where Mr Thakur has been 
misled is in saying that it was 
Nehru who wanted me to become 
a Lieutenant Gefleral, but the 
Chief of Army Staff and other ' 
senior officers opposed it for poli¬ 
tical reasons and that it was when 
these intrigues were going on 
that T was asked to go to Malaya 
(now Malaysia) as Commander- 
in-Chief. The offer came because 
Tongku Narang, son of the Mala¬ 
yan Premier Tunku Abdul 
Rehman, had been a cadet at the 
National Defence Academy. 
When he returned to Malaya he 
was found to be a better officer 
than other Malayan boys trained 
at Sandhurst. About the same 
time I was invited, to Saudi 
Arabia for Haj and there the 
Tunku and I were both guests 
of King Saud. He asked me if I 
would Tike to come to Malaya as 
C-in-C. I told him I could do so 
only if I was free from other 
assignments, in India. 

The Tunku must have kept a 
fairly close track of my where¬ 
abouts for when I was about to 
leave the NDA, Gen Thimayya 
himself informed me of a request 
for my services which the Prime 
Minister , was keen about. I felt 
that I should be released from 
the Army and allowed to go on a 
ten-year contract with the 
Malayan Government. The next 
time the General met me he 
told me that. Panditji seemed a 
little upset at my proposal and 
had said: '‘Money ? I know he 
may get more money, but I wont 
him to go on deputation. I want 


him to go in the name of India; 
after all, what is money ?" 

Actually, the assignment was a 
hazardous one, in an - area 
where the British exercised tight 
control. Malaya had only recently 
been freed by the British. Before 
leaving for Malaya I met Nehru. 
He was aware that the British 
might resent my presence there, 
but assured me that the Tunku 
would look after me personally. 

It turned out that my fears 
were well founded. I began hav¬ 
ing difficulties with the British 
there, as a result of which I was 
gradually shunted into hazard¬ 
ous and sometimes idle positions. 



‘I am grateful to Nehru for 
his affection * 


For none of this, however, Nehru 
was to blame. The British still 
controlled the strings in Malaya- 

On my return to India I de¬ 
cided to see the PM. He did say 
that be wanted me to stay on 
but by then Gen Thimayya wars 
. ‘having it • out’ with Mr Krishna 
Menon and Gen Kaul and I did 
not want to be involved in the 
wrangling like many of my 
seniors. 

After Independence, I received 
no military honours. But I wish 

} had given more than I received- 
shall always be grateful for the 
affection Nehru and Gen Rajen- 
dra Singh Ji, the former Army 
Chief, had shown towards me. 

When I was a Staff Officer at 
the Army Headquarters, on 
August 15, 1947. communal riots 
between Hindus and Muslims 
broke out in the capital. My house 
(I, Canning Lane) had been 
marked as a target for assault. 
Before any trouble could occur, 
my Jat gardener warned me in 


advance. 1 rang up Gen Rajen* 
dra Singh Ji at the Head Quar¬ 
ters, Delhi area, and within 45 
minutes a guard of Jat troops 
arrived at ray house. Hie next 
time the attackers came they 
were scared away. When the 
trouble in Delhi became serious, 
Gen. Cariappa had me posted to 
Pune. 1 was soon made Brigadier 
and posted to Assam. This was 
in the teeth of opposition from 
Sardar Patel and Sardar Baldeo 
Singh. Nehru was, however, fav¬ 
ourably disposed to the decision. 


After the death of Sir Akbar 
Hyder, the then Commander of 
the Eastern Command persuaded 
toe Governor to start investiga¬ 
tion of a ‘conspiracy’ which he 
daimed the SP (CTO, Bor¬ 
der) held proof of. The allega¬ 
tion was that Sir Akbar and I bad 
plamned to hand over Assam to 
Pakistan. This must have been 
without the knowledge of Mr 
Bordolol, the then CM of Assam, 
as he would brook no inquiry 
about Sir Akbar who be knew to 
have ’saved Assam’ for India. 
Later, when Gen Rajendra Singh 
Ji heard of the inquiry, he got 
me transferred to Bangalore. 

Nehru was proud of the NDA 
when I was commandant there. 
No foreign visitor ever left 
the country without a visit to the 
NDA. Arnold Toynbee was so im¬ 
pressed by it that when he wrote 
about the secular character of 
the country he cited as evidence 
of this, the fact that a Muslim 
General was commander of the 
country’s defence officer produc¬ 
ing centre. With the appointment 
as air chief of Air Chief Marshal 
Latif, the time has come when 
communal prejudices would be 
dissolved and with the new gene¬ 
ration of officers coming up, many 
of whom were trained by me, the 
ideal of secularism would be con¬ 
summated. 

Clearly, therefore, Nehru never 
found me to be an ‘obstacle’ that 
he bad to put out of the way. It 
was my own fellow officers who 
displayed a weakness of charac¬ 
ter and were jealous and even 
communally prejudiced against 
me. On the other hand, 1 bad 
never wanted or even dreamt of 
becoming the Chief of Army 
Staff, but 1 dare to claim that I 
have bad a greater influence in 
the shaping of the Indian Army 
than anyone ' else, and this has 
brought me satisfaction beyond 
fulfilment of the wildest dreams 
of a Gentleman Cadet. 
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FADE-OUT FOR 
JANA SANGH? 

IT WAS eight in the morning when 
a journalist friend of External Affairs 
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee rang 
him up at bis personal number on 
July 5. Vajpayee picked - up the 
phone : "Kafuye”. “Good morning. 
Sir," the journalist said. Vajpayee 
replied in a saddened voice, “Aire 
bhai ab subah kah&n rah gai hai, ab 
to Sham hi sham hat.” (Where is the 
dawn? There is twilight all around.) 
Vajpayee could not have better 
summed up the. predicament of bis 
former Party, the Jana Sangh. On 
June 30, Vajpsyee even went to the 
extent of asking Charan Singh “not 
to resign from the Cabinet for three 
days and to sit on Morarji's letter” 
He in turn told Vajpayee: “You 
issue a statement on these lines to 
the Press and I will do accordingly.” 

NANA DITCHES 
CHARAN 

JUST BEFORE Morajibhai’s return 
from the U.S-* Nanaji was invited 
for breakfast by Charan Singh at 
Suraj Kund. “Will a peasant never 
be a Prime Minister of India?" 
queried the Chaudhury. Later, both 
men hatched a plan whereby when 
Morarjibbai. returned, the Chaudhury 
would ask for Deputy Prime Minsiter- 
ship and would not object to giving 
up Home. But when Morarjihhai 
returned, he did not visit Suraj 
Kund even once. Instead, events 
moved so swiftly that the Chaudhury 
found himself without even his 
Ministership. And his friend Nana- 
ji switched over to the PM*s camp. 

A furious Chaudhury has let it be 
known that he will have nothing to 
do with Nanaji in any future negotia¬ 
tions or peace talks. He wants 
Vajpayee who he feels is more 
“Atal” (steadfast). 

SPLITS, SPLITS AND 
SPLITS 

THE WAR BETWEEN the Janata 
High Command and Charan Singh 
has seen many interesting somer- 
faults. All of a sudden, many of 
the Chaudhury's detractors are e£ 
landing to him their support while 
tnatoy BLD men are deserting him. 
Last month the Narora camp was 
organised basically against tho 
Cbaran-Jana Sangh gangup. But one 
of the chief organisers of the camp, 
Mr Vijay Pratap, has now come out 
openly against the Janata High 
Command. Vijay Pratap,' a close 
IleUtepsat of Well-known Lolita dig 
Ktshan Patnaik, described the 
rwqptttiti efCharan Singh .and Raj.' 
Nffijn «» “gipet unfortunate” He 


has also urged these two to fight 
urban and big business vested in¬ 
terests by building up a third power 
as an alternative to the Janata and 
the RSS. On the other hand, another 
pillar of Narora, Arjun Singh 
Bhadoria, has gone over to Chandra- 
shekhar. The third alternative has 
spawned still more alternatives. 

CHARAN'S GRUDGE 
AGAINST P.M. 

CHARAN SINGH holds Morarji Desat 
solely responsible for what is gene¬ 
rally regarded as the biggest blunder 
in his 15-month tenure as Home 
Minister—the arrest and release of 
Mrs Gandhi. According to the 
Chaudhury. Morajibhai had carefully 
scrutinised all the CBI charges before 
giving his consent for her arrest. 

But immediately after the actual 
arrest, when Mrs Gandhi successfully 
staged her touching farewell drama 
at 12, Willingdon Crescent, Morarji- 
bhai suddenly developed cold feet. 
Re ordered the public prosecutor not 
to ask the magistrate for judicial or 
police custody and not to insist on 
bail. Tbe result was that the 
magistrate decided that the CBI had 
no case against Mrs Gandhi, and tbe 
former Prime Minister made a 
triumphant exit from the courtroom 
and back to the mainstream of 

C lilitieal life while the Chaudhury 
as forced to take the rap. The 
Chaudhury has never forgiven 
Morarjihhai for his interference. 

CABINET MERRY 
GO-ROUND 

EVEN THE hint of a possible 
Cabinet reshuffle is enough to send 
many MPs’ hearts fluttering with the 
thought of a possible Ministership. 
'Ap kg number aya hai ?” (Has 
your , turn come?) is a frequent 
question in Delhi’s political (Circles 
these days. Even a forgotten name 
like Qr Sushila Nayyar decided she 
had to register her claim and went 
to visit the Prime ’• Minister. 
Chaudhury Brahtn Prakash, MP 
(Delhi rural), had been assured by 
nis new mentor, Janata president 
Cfandrashekhar, of a berth in the 
Union Cabinet. It has been Mr 
Prakash’s lifelong ambition to 
become either the Chief Minister of 
Demi or a Cabinet Minister at the 
Centre. To overcome the bitch that 
Delhi .has already two of its MPs in 
the Cabinet (Foreign Minister 
Vajpayee and Works and Housing 
Minister Bakht) Chandrashekhar 
said : “You will be included in the- 
Bihar quota.” But among the names 
..being--menfesed •• for Ministership, 
one dark horse is being completely 
ignored. Sunder Singh Bhandari of 
the Jana Sangh is slated to get a 


portfolio if there is a reshuffle. Brij-l 
Lai Venn a, Kaushik and Sikander 
Bakht are likely to be dropped. The 
idea, said a high-up, is to induct more - 
“neat and clean” people into the? 
Cabinet. The capital’s political ^ 
parlance is getting more and more,: 
difficult for a layman to understand. 
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Bahuguna: Can teach a lesson or 
two in manners 


SUAVE MR. BAHUGUNA 

MANY MINISTERS would do well 
to take a lesson on their p’s and <q's 
from Minister for Petroleum and 
Chemicals Hemvati Nnndan Bahu¬ 
guna. Bahuguna’s unfailing good 
manners and Uucknowi courtesy nave 
won him grudging admiration even 
in the most unlikely circles. Some 
time ago, Bahuguna addressed 
a public meeting in Bombay which 
was organised by erstwhile Jang 
Sangh workers. Several days after 
the meeting all the organisers Were 
touched to receive personal letters: 
of thanks from the Minister. 
Bahuguna not only expressed grati¬ 
tude for the courtesy shown by hu 
hosts but urged them to visit Delhi, 
and come and stay with him. 

His. unfailing courtesy has aim 
won Bahuguna many friends in the 
Pres* world. Besides, unlike other 
Ministers, he does not hasten to 
automatically deny a story against 
his Ministry if he knows that the 
report in question is true. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN ar 





The betrayal and killing of 
Chandrashekhar Azad 


On July 23 this year, Chan¬ 
drashekhar Azad, the famous 
revolutionary, would hove 
been 72. DHARMENDRA 
GAUR, former Intelligence 
Officer, tells the true story 
of Azad's last few days. 

I N the years following the peaceful 
movement of 1920. the Hindustan 
Republican Association (HRA), of 
which Chandrashekhar Azad was a 
leading member, opted for a violent 
overthrow of the British. On August 
9, 1925, HRA members looted the 
Government treasury from the 8 Dn 
train near Kakori railway station, 
some miles from Lucknow. The 
British Government was stunned into 
action. Officers from CID Head¬ 
quarters (Allahabad) moved in and 
by September 26 arrested almost all 
the revolutionaries of United Pro¬ 
vinces (now U.P.). barring Chandra¬ 
shekhar Azad and Kundan Lai. 

British Intelligence failed to even 
locate Azad. After the Kakori ope¬ 
ration. Azad went to Benares and 
then Jhansi where he lay low under 
ah assumed name. Jhansi CID. 
greatly understaffed, had. no idea 
that Azad was in the dty.‘ Moreover, 
he had taken care to see that he left 
Benares without a trace. 

The trial of HRA revolutionaries 
was held in a special court housed 
in the ‘Ring Theatre’ in Hazratganj, 
Lucknow (where the G.P.O. now 
stands). Justice Hamilton was call¬ 
ed upon to hear the ‘Kakori Con¬ 
spiracy Case’, as it became knovyn. 
The 12 accused were a testimony to 
the all-India character of the HRA: 
the group was made up of Pandit 
Ram Prasad Bismil, Ashfaqullah 
Khan Warsi, Rajendra Nath Lahiri 
Roshan Singh, Sachindra Nath Baxi, 
Manmatha Nath Gupta, Keshav 
CHakruvarty, Murari Lai, Mukundi 
Lai Gupta, Banwari Lai, Jogesh 
Chandra Chatterjee and Sachindra 
Nath Sanyal. 

On April 6, 1927, Justice Hamilton 
gave his judgment. Pandit Ram 
Prasa '% Bismil, Ashfaqullah Khan 
Warsi, ’Roshan Singh and Rajendra 
Lahiri were sentenced to death. It 
was a tribute to Justice Hamilton’s 
loyalty to the Crown, that two of the 
condemned were punished for a 
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crime they had not committed. 
Rajendra Lahiri had been arrested in 
Dakshineshwar making bombs and 
was undergoing ten years’ imprison¬ 
ment when he was tried in the 
Kakori case. Roshan Singh had 
similarly not participated in the 
Kakori operation and was not even 
charged with murder. Three others 
were transported for life, while the 
others received r.i., sentences rang¬ 
ing from five to 14 years. 

HRA was shaken, but Commander- 
in-Chief Chandrashekhar Azad was 
still out and recruiting revolutiona¬ 
ries. Several bomb explosions in 
Dakshineshwar, Lahore, Delhi, 
Chittagong, Machua Bazar, Midnapur, 
and Titagarh shook the British. 

The job of arresting Azad was 
entrusted to Shambhu Nath, then a 
sub-inspector in Cawnpore (now 
Kanpur). Nath was in charge of the 
district intelligence staff and Azad 
was known to operate in Cawnpore, 
Jhansi, Jalaun and Allahabad. The 
services of Tika Ram and Mohamm¬ 
ed Nisar Khan. Nath’s counterparts 
in Shahjahanpur and Allahabad, 
were also recruited and a lavish 
amount of secret service money, 
exempt from audits, was sanctioned. 

The hostel of the D.A.V. College, 
Cawnpore, was known as a centre of 
revolutionary activities in those days. 
The song of martyrs, Sarfroshi kt 
tamanna ab hamare dil mein hai, 
reverberated through its corridors. 
Nonetheless, Shambu Nath, flush 
with funds, had little difficulty in 
creating a fifth column among the 
students. British officers at Allaha¬ 
bad were highly impressed with 
Nath’s flow of information and Nath 
was made an inspector in the 
Special Branch of the CID. 

It was then that Nath's long hands 
reached out to the Executive of the 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Army 
(HSRA). He managed to recruit Vir 
Bhadra Tewari, an Executive member 
of the HSRA as a ‘source’. The two 
had lived in the same house for some 
time in Gilish Bazar, Cawnpore. 
Tewari was paid Rs 200 per month, 
plus miscellaneous expenses, but 
was instructed to live frugally, so as 
to avoid suspicion of his fellow 
revolutionaries. Another officer won 
over a member of the working com¬ 
mittee of the HSRA, Yashpal, (the 
famous Hindi writer who died last 
year) who supplied information to the 
special branch in 1930-31. 


A ZAD usually kept his whers- 
abouts secret, but Vir Bhadra 
and Yashpal were virtual insiders. 
Working on their intelligence, the 
British authorities closed in on Azad. 
The story of the last four days of 
.Chandrashekhar Azad deserves to be 
told in full. 


Tuesday, February 24, 1931: 10 

o’clock on a cold winter night in 
Cawnpore. A tonga coming fast 
from Chunniganj stopped for a while 
in front of the G.P.O. The normal¬ 
ly busy Mall Road was well lit as 
usual, but virtually abandoned. The 
sallow-complexioned. stout tnan of 
medium-build sitting on the back seat 
of the tonga surveyed the road and 
asked the driver to go straight. Near 
the Christ Church College, a stern 
voice asked the driver to go even 
faster. The horse was whipped into 
a gallop and the peace was rudely 
broken. On the cross-roads near 
Memorial Gardens, a martial com¬ 
mand “Stop” rang out and the driver 
pulled the reins harshly. 

The man who emerged from the 
shadows of the tonga was dressed in 
a khaddar payjama and a sadri 
(Jawahar jacket) with a brown 
shawl over his shoulder. He paid 
the driver with a silver coin, darted 
his eyes around and moved towards 
Phool Bagh. Two sergeants of the 
Garrison Military Police passed by, 
proclaiming their British nationality 
by hurling abuses at the native. 
Unknown to the Tommies, the man 
they had abused was so loyal to the 
King that one day he would be 
honoured with an M.B.E. The man 
was none other than Shambhu Nath. 

It was qpiet all around. He took 
the road to Ram Narain Bazar and 
sat for a while on the plank in front 
of Chaubeyji’s harmonium shop. By 
the light of a lamp post, he saw the 
time. It was 10.30. He had another 
15 minutes to wait. 

Precisely at 10.45, a man came 
from the Meston Road side and 
moved towards him. This was Vir 
Bhadra Tewari on his mission of 
betrayal. On hearing the word 
"Master”, he stopped hesitatingly 
> and nearing Shambhu Nath whis¬ 
pered : “Panditji (Chandrashekhar 
Azad) is in Allahabad for the last 
seven days, perhaps in the house in 
Katra.” Shambhu Nath took out a 
bundle of notes and thrust them in 
Vir Bbadra’s palm. They parted And. 
moved away in different directions. 





Wednesday, February 25: Shambhu 
Natb reached Allahabad by the 
morning train and went straight to 
the CID headquarters. He met 
Thakur Bisheshwar Singh, DSP, CID 
(Special - Branch) who immediately 
contacted J. R. H. Knott-Bower, SP, 
CID (Special Branch), P. H. J. 
Measures. SP. Allahabad, and W. H. 
Archbold, ASP, Allahabad. Orders 
were issued for action. Sergeants 
E. M. Harris and J. Titterton of the 
Reserve Police Lines were asked to 
be always ready with 80 armed 
licemen. They were supposed to 
ready for action in three minutes 
and were instructed to make arrange¬ 
ments to reach any part of Allahabad 
in IS minutes. 

It was also decided that Vir Bhadra 
Tewari should also be brought to 
Allahabad. Shambhu Nath pointed 
out that his ‘source’ would be expos¬ 
ed and his life would be endanger¬ 
ed, but the British officers were firm. 
Shambhu Natb went back to Cawn- 
pore and brought back Vir Bhadra 
with him the same night. All 
members of the police who could 
recognise Azad were mobilize^ and 
Katra locality was flooded ' by plain- 
clothesmen entranced by the promi¬ 
ses of rewards and promotion. 

Thursday, February 26: Both Vir 
and Shambhu Nath shifted 
into different houses in Katra. The 
trickle of information turned into a 
flood. Panditji - (Chandrashekhar 
Azad) was in town, Sukhdeo Raj 
and Jagdish were seen at the Hindu 
Boarding House and the University. 
Batuk Nath Agarwal and Jagdish 
were in the Alfred Park with Sukh¬ 
deo Raj for hours yesterday. Sushila 
Pevi arrived from Delhi this morn¬ 
ing. 

Though the house where Azad was 
staying was now known to the 
Police, he was not arrested. The 
collector, Mr Bamford, and senior 
Intelligence officers argued that try¬ 
ing to arrest Azad would be risky 
since it was certain there would be 
shooting. It was known that Azad 
always carried a loaded Mauser and 
several magazines containing spam 
rounds. He was reputed to be a 
crack shot. It was also apprehended 
that people might join the revolu¬ 
tionaries In fighting the British. The 
decision was taken that no attempt 
would be made to arrest Azad: fie 
would be shot dead. 

Friday, Februray . 27: Reserve 
Police Lines, Allahabad. Sergeant- 
Titterton was looking at some papers 
after the morning parade when the 
telephone rang. It was Measures 
calling. Sergeant Titterton was 
ordered to encircle Alfred Park 
within 15 minutes. He was also cau¬ 
tioned that there was every possibi¬ 
lity of shooting. 

The Gorkha bugler sounded the 
call to arms and immediately 40 po¬ 
licemen lined up with ‘410 bore 
muskets and 20 rounds each, An¬ 
other 40 armed themselves with 
lathis. Tittejftpn and Sergeant Harris 



Chandrashekhar Azad, soon after he 
teas shot dead by the police 


loaded their .38 bore Webly-Scott 
revolvers and pouched 18 spare 
rounds each. The contingent jumped 
on to four vans and rushed to Alfred 
Park. 

Yashpal provided a hint to Vir 
Bhadra and the latter confirmed 
that Azad and his group were sitting 
under a tree. He rushed to Shambhu 
Nath to inform him and asked him 
to make haste. Nath rang up Mea¬ 
sures to inquire about the armed 
force. John Knott-Bower reached the 
park in his car. Alfred Park had 
now been surrounded by the armed 
force from three sides. Measures and 
Bamford were waiting outside the 
park. 

It was windy and chilly. Azad, 
wearing no warm clothes and dressed 
in his usual dhoti, shirt and cotton 
jacket, was busy talking with Sukh¬ 
deo Raj. Suddenly. Knott-Bower ar¬ 
rived at the spot and shot at Azad 
even as he was getting out of the 
car. The bullet hit Azad on the right 
thigh, breaking his bone. 

Azad sized the situation Imme¬ 
diately. He asked Sukhdeo Raj to 
slip away and dipped his hand into 
his pocket to take out the loaded 
Mauser when Bisheshwar Singh fired 
a shot which pierced through Azad's 
right hand and damaged his lungs. 
Azad shot with his left hand and 
punctured one of the tyres of Knott- 
Bower’s car to prevent his escape. 
Another. shot shattered Knott-Bow- 
er’s wrist and his revolver went spin¬ 
ning to the ground. In order to make 
Bower’s escape impossible, Azad 
showered bullets on the engine of 
his car. Bower cowered behind a 
‘yarnin' tree. Azad had already fired 
ten rounds and the first magazine' 
was empty. He reloaded with his left 


hand, all the while shouting: “You! 
coward representative of the British 
empire, why don’t you face me like 
a man ? Why are you hiding like a 
jackal before an Indian revolutio¬ 
nary ?” 

By then, on orders from Measures. 
Titterton, Harris and his men had 
taken a ‘kneeling-load’ position. They .i 
aimed their muskets at Azad ana 
waited for the order. “Fire", ’ Mea- 
spres’s voice rang out. Forty mus¬ 
kets roared simultaneously, but not ' 
ail the bullets flew towards Azad. 12 
policemen had deliberately aimed 
wrongly. (They were disarmed after 
the next fall-out and later dismissed 
under section 7 of the Police Act) 

Azad was creeping towards Bower 
when the bullets tore into him. A 
bleeding Azad shouted out to the 
Indian policemen: “Why don’t you 
understand my Indian brethren! Why 
should you fire at me? I am fighting ' 
for your own freedom." 

The policemen had received orders 
for firing the second round. Amidst 
the shower of bullets, Azad again 
roared: “Go on. I won’t kilt my own 
brothers.” 

Knott-Bower was the only target 
left for Azad and Azad rained bub 
lets on him. Bisheshwar Singh again 
fired at Azad, shouting abuses at the 
same time. A furious Azad turned 
around and fired back, shattering 1 
Bisheshwar Singh’s jaw. He would 
abuse no more. O’Connor, the Assis¬ 
tant I-GP, CID, commended Azad 
and remarked: “Wonderful shot!” 

Azad had only four magazine - 
with ten rounds each. His body ha4 
tbeen torn into bits but his mind was 
alert. He had already fired 39 
rounds. With just one bullet left iii 
his Mauser, he put the gun on hi* 
left temple and pressed the trigger 
to end his 32-minute valiant battle, 
against an alien rule. 

Leader, the English daily being 
published from Allahabad’s - English 
daily (now defunct) which had been 
consistently against revolutionaries, 
turned adulatory and headlined the 
encounter: “A brave revolutionary 
Gives Battle to The Police" 

Azad’s Mauser was offered to 
Shambhu Nath, He was made a de¬ 
puty superintendent and awarded the 
title of Rai Bahadur. Later, he was 
honoured with an M.B.E. (member 
of British Empire). The Congress 
rule which followed the footprints of 
the British promoted him to the rank 
of an SP, Alines Branch, CID Head¬ 
quarters, U.P., Lucknow. Vir Bhadra 
received Rs 15,000 and a shadow of 
security. Knott-Bower fled away to 
London where he requested imme¬ 
diate retirement. He was knighted 
by King George V and granted a li¬ 
beral pension. Measures was highly 
commended and in due course pro¬ 
moted to the rank of Inspector Ge¬ 
neral of Police and' posted in the 
United Provinces at. Lucknow. 
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On the newstands now! 



New, action-packed sports weekly 



New! Big, newsy size packed with 
32 pages of exciting reading. 

New! Action pictures and por¬ 
traits in full colour-as no other 
sports journal can give. 

New! Contributions from out¬ 
standing commentators: Jack 
Fingleton, Robin Marlar, Brian 
Glanvillc, John Ballantine, The 
Sportstar’s own Rajan Bala and 
Albert Fernando; and reproduc¬ 
tions from well-known sports 
magazines in the US and Europe. 

New! Wide international cover¬ 
age as never before. 

New! Regular coverage of all 
sports-cricket, football, hockey, 
tennis, table-tennis, badminton, 
swimming, golf, billiards, snooker. 

New! Nostalgic features on mem¬ 
orable sports events and per¬ 
sonalities. 

Plus stories, views, previews and 
interviews. 

From the people who gave you 
Sport & Pastime. 

For just Rs. I‘•50! 

Subscribe now! 

Place your order today with 
your newsagent—or write 
to The Circulation Mana¬ 
ger, The Sportstar, Kasturi 
Buildings, Mount Road, 
Madras-600002 for postal 
subscription. . " 

Subscription through 
newsagent 

Annual—Rs. 72 
Six months — Rs. 37.50 
Postal Subscription 
Annual—Rs. 79 
Six months — Rs. 41.00 


The Sportstar-from the publishers of The Hindu 



Knights at play 


Helmets on the cricket field 
ere gradually becoming a 
more and more common 
sight. DAVID McMAHON 
examines both sides of the 
controversy — the bat¬ 
man's, as well as the 
bowler's. 

I T's coming. The age of Rollerball- 
crickct, when batsmen will lose 
all vestige's of individuality, con¬ 
cealed beneath visored helmets, chest 
protectors and a host of other such 
ingenious innovations. The much- 
publicised bodyline controversy has 
led to many bloody sequMs—re¬ 
member Ewan Chatfield, the Kiwi 
tailender who was almost killed by 
a bouncer that struck him on the 
chest? More recently, there was the 
tragic example of an English village 
cricketer who was killed when hit 
over the heart by a rising ball. 

When Mike Denness’s men pitted 
their strength against Australia in 
1974-75, it was Old and Arnold who 
initiated the spate of loose balls. 
Their barrage was nothing compared 
to the retaliation of Thomson and 
Lillee, whose bouncers were more 
lethal simply because they are the 
faster bowlers. It was from that 
point onwards that international 
cricket became more or less a war of 
bouncers, where the winners were 
those that had the strongest arms. 
It was at that stage that Dennis 
Amiss of Warwickshire and England 
made up his mind to pioneer the 
batsman's crash helmet, similar in 
purpose to that worn by motor¬ 
cyclists. He is on record as having 
said; “When these crash helmets 
have become readily accepted I aril 
sure that they will be seen in greater 
numbers on the county cricket 
scene.” 

He could not have been more 
prophetic. Although helmets arc 
not mandatory cither on the domes¬ 
tic or Test scenes they are gradually 
attracting a larger band of batsmen. 
Former England captain and present 
Packer star, Tony Greig, uses a 
white helmet with an,: attached visor 
—and no wonder. While a high 
bouncer might whistle over the heads 
of other shorter men, in Greig’s case 
(with h(s 67" frame) it is much 
more of a potential hazard. His 
successor, Mike Brearley, has also 
opted for the helmet although his is 
more a skull cap which can be 
snpgly fitted bepeath a doth cap. Or 



No American footballer, this: the 
face behind the barred visor belongs 
to Dennis Amiss, who pioneered the 
idea of helmets f or batsmen 

)ate t though, he complains that his 
batting form has suffered on account 
of his helmet, although no other 
batsman has this complaint. 

It is not often that a batsman will 
receive a clout on the head and later 
joke about the incident. Derek 
Randall deserved the Man of the 
Match Award in the Centenary Test 
not so much because of his marathon 
174 but because of the tenacity he 
displayed in his innings. While 
attempting to hook a delivery from 
moustachioed paCeman Dennis Lillee, 
he miscalculated and instead receiv¬ 
ed a stunning blow on the head 
which most onlookers thought would 
have rendered him hors de combat. 
The victim of the blow bad other 
ideas and returned to the crease 
after a brief break. When asked to 
say a few words on being selected 
the Man of the Match, Randall 
grinned broadly and announced: 
“I’d like to thank Dennis for the 
boomp on my head.” 

A more recent incident was the 
imbroglio involving Iqbal Qasim and 
Bob Willis in the First Pakistan- 
England Test of this series. The 
bareheaded batsman faced Willis 
while ironically, his helmeted 
partner, Sadiq Mohammad, was the 
non striker, A bouncer struck 
Qasim on*tne mouth and when he 
dropped his bat .in pain he was 
lucky it fell away from the stumps. 

It is no secret that the use of 
bouncers is on the upsurge in first 
class cricket as a means of intimida¬ 
ting batsmen. Veteran Michael 
Colm Cowdrey (his father christened 
him so that he would have the in¬ 
itials M.C.C.) maintains that their 
use has trebled. Not a very com 
farting thought for ah inexperienced 


or non-recognised batsman about to 
face even a medium pacer like Ian 
Botham. It is cold comfort to know 
that a bouncer can be dealt with in 
either of two ways—it can be hooked- 
ior it can be prudently avoided. 
However, it is not always that a 
batsman is quick enough to evade 
the trajectory of the hurtling ball. 
Five-and-a-half ounces might not 
sound an impressive weight but when 
a ball comes up off the turf, deliver¬ 
ed by even a moderately fast bowl- 
er, It can give quite a sock on the 
jaw. 

Most batsmen play really fast 
bowling on the back foot in the 
style of Reg Simpson, a reputed 
tamer of “quickies’’. Their objective, 
as was his, is to move back and 
across just before the delivery but 
the recent bouncer barrage has 
scared many batsmen into shifting 
across the crease even before a 
bowler lets fly. Exponents of the 
art of standing still at the crease 
with steady heads are diminishing 
rapidly. 

While the favourite whipping boys 
in the helmet controversy are the 
bowlers, Freddie Trueman puts the 
affair in a different perspective. « 
is the fault of the batsmen, be 
emphasises, who, according to ht» 
theory, get into wrong positions to 
deal with the bowling. In a BBC 
interview, Trueman stressed that he 
looked on the whole thing as being 
“one big comedy”. To substantiate 
his “wrong stance’’ theory, Trueman 
points out that batsmen of the 
calibre of Engineer, Compton and 
Sobers never even wore thigh pad* 
when facing fast bowlers. “Today, 
it looks as if the batsman himself 
gets into a wrong position and makes 
it easier Tor the bowler.” In an in¬ 
evitable contrast between the cricket 
of his day and the brand that is 
standard fare today, he made it dear 
that no bowler would have subjected 
a tailender to bouncers, as has been 
happening all too frequently in the 
recent past. The Yorkshireman, with 
the humour characteristic of his 
county observed wryly : “I would 
probably run up and bowl (a helmet¬ 
ed batsman) under arm in protest.” 

It is noticeable that those who 
sneer loudest at the use of helmets 
are those who probably have never 
faced—or will be called upon to face 
—a rising ball. The instinct of self- 
preservation is, thankfully, still as 
strpng in the twentieth century as 
ever before. So why should a 
detached observer curl his lip at 
men who stand at the crease trying 
to score runs and dodge bouncers at 
the same time? 
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J)udc^ae)^ 


the leader 
in rainwear 


An outstanding protective 
apparel. Distinctive in 
quality and style. 


/ Available in various sizes 
/ and shades. 


BENGAL WATERPROOF WORKS (1940) LTD. 

CALCUTTA • BOMBAY • MADRAS 


j£ with 


Thare comas a time when 
executives wish they had a 
Calculator. That's the time to think 
of ADOR 26. the Calculator with 
a difference. 

It has as many functions as you 
would expect. And many 
more like V7TC, X a , 
change of sign, a dual function 
4 key infallible memory, and 
16 digit approximations. 

That's not all. Should you ever 
need it. there is a six months 
free replacement guarantee against 
manufacturing defects. 



Marketed by: 

AOWkNt-OBRUKON UMITIO 

Ador House. 6, K. Dubash Marg, 
Bombay 400023. 


means reliability. 

, PXAT*rU-*6<l!Wj»'X' 



\ARIETY 


profile 


Portrait of an artist 
as a simple man 


S. C. ANANTHARAMAN 
met Gopinathan Nair, win* 
ner of the national Best 
Actor award, in New Delhi 
recently. 


A couple is walking along a nar¬ 
row, mud road in a Kerala vil¬ 
lage. In fact, the man happens to 
be taking his new bride for a first 
"outing." lie is wearing the only 
good white shirt he has — a present 
from his sister. Just then, a truck 
Speeds by and splashes mud all over 
them. “Ah ! What speed !” remarks 
the simpleton husband, without the 
least trace of anger : there is even 
an admiring gleam in his eyes. 
‘How can we proceed in this dress?” 
asks his wife, quite annoyed. But 
the husband is not in the least 
bothered. “We can always wash 
them,” he replies, innocently. 

The husband is none other than 
Sankaran Kutty Nair, in the Malaya- 
lam film Kodiyettom. In real life, of 
course, he is Gopinathan Nair. a 
science graduate working for the 
Kerala Electricity Board, popularly 
known as “Gopi”, and the recipient 
of this year’s Best Actor award. 
The award was not exactly given to 
him for the notable remark made by 
the husband to his- young wife — 
but for portraying truthfully and 
naturally the character of a simple¬ 
ton in a village, a drifter who Is 
loved by most people, a person who 
helps everyone except himself and 
his family, a man who will do any 
job for anyone honestly and sincere¬ 
ly : in fact, a handy man around' 
the village. 

If you meet Gopi in real life, you 
will pass him by. He does not have 
that kind of personality that attracts 
one’s eye immediately. He does not 
look a film star at all. As in the 
picture, so in life Is he a simple 
man. About 40, his hair is very thin , 
in front but at the back it is flowing. 
He is a devotee of the "Silver 
screen.” 

When I met him in New Delhi, 
where be bad come to receive the 
Best Actor award, he said he Would 
act only in “good” films *— even if 
only in minor roles as long as he Con¬ 
sidered that role portrayed a -reality 
in life and he liked it. He would 
not take justany role that comes by. 
In fact. Kodiyettom was the second 



‘G opi* in "Kodiyetforq” 


film he acted in. The first was 
Swayamvaram ~ where he had only 
a minor role — which also won an 
award. 

Receiving the Best Actor award 
has not changed Gopi in any way. 
He is still the same person. He 
has not taken.' any money yet for 
acting in Kodiyettom, which has 
been produced by a co-operative film 
society headed by Adoor Gopala- 
krishna. Being not only a member 
of - the co-operative but also its exe¬ 
cutive, he has to think of the film 
movement first I forgot to ask him 
what he would do with the Rs 10,000 
given to the Best Actor — would he 
give it to the co-operative or keep 
ft for himself ? But judging from 
the’ hour-long conversation we had 
it 'would not be surprising if he uti¬ 
lised the prize for the promotion of 
dogma. 

Gopi said one of the conditions he 
laid down before marriage was that 
his‘ Wife should not Interfere with 
his atdateur theatre and film acting. 
Gopl’4 wife is herself an employee 
of the Kerala Government — m an¬ 
other department. Gopi’s father 
was a teacher, and the only person 
In the family who encouraged him. 


One can understand this, because his 
father, a school teacher, was him¬ 
self an actor on the stage. Gopi 
says that his father acted as "Katiu 
Khan” in Bankim Chandra’s drama 
Durgeshnandh u. 

When Kodiyettom was being plan-- 
ned, Gopi did not know he was go¬ 
ing to act the main character. He 
was asked by his friends and parti¬ 
cipants in the co-operative, and he 
agreed — because he liked the role. 
The question arose whether he should 
wear a wig. He refused to wear 
one and to be fair to his friends 
they also supported him- He would 
rather appear as he was — with 
only a trimming of the flowing hair 
at the back. No make up, either. 
In fact Sankaran Kutty Nair would 
have looked ridiculous with a 
make-up. 

Gopi says the mentality of the 
simpleton is inherent in all of us. 
He gave me an example : suppose 
four people were sitting talking 
around a table and one person wants 
to put his legs up on the table — he 
would not do it if he is “sophistica¬ 
ted”. But not Sankaran Kutty Nair 
— he would do it without any Inhibi¬ 
tion. Because he feels like doing so. 
And it is this natural feeling which 
makes him a man apart — a charac¬ 
ter worth portraying. Even in the 
first night after marriage, he comes 
home Tate after drinking and eats 
well — and then suddenly discovers 
he has eaten everything his bride 

nas cooked. He wants more . 

'but bis wife says there is nothing 
left, “tfavo you not eaten ?” he 
asks in a timid voice. No answer- 
He does not know what to do. So 
he goe9 to sleep. 

It is the incident in which the 
truck splashes mud which opens 
Sankaran $ eyes to the world of 
speed — from his own world of con¬ 
tentment and sloth. The truck driver, 
to whom he gets attached to as 
cleaner, has nis own world — a 
"keep” at one of those wayside 
spots. But the truck driver also 
stops by at his house to meet his 
own family and give presents to his 
children. Somehow the world of 
speed does somethiog to Sankaran 
Kutty Nair, who also stops by. the 
village home of his wife and starts 
giving presents to his wife and child. 

The simpleton transformed to a 
normal man — that is the theme of 
Kodiyetlom — and Gopi portrays it 
with complete truthfulness. 
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Amul Milk Powder is ideal for tea end ooffee. Make milk 
as above. 


AMUL-YOUr 

Dahiwallah 



Make milk as above and set for curds 
the usual way. as you would 
in the case of fresh milk. 


Amul Milk Powder 

'it’s like having a dairy In your home 

Marketed by: 

Gujarat Co-op.Milk Marketing Federation Limited,Anand. 


Halo Shampoos care for 
vour kind of hair 


m 






Put beautiful body 
and bounce in your hair 
with protein-rich Halo 

Egg Shampoo H 



■* 


The extra-rich 
egg protein 
formula of Halo 
Egg Shampoo 
nourishes your 
scalp and 
conditions your 
hair too. Makes it 
come alive with 
a natural swing, 
a natural glow. 





Halo Hair Care 

for naturally healthy hair 

Halo Cosmetic Shampoo: Diecover 
hew much softer and si fitter your hah can 
be with tWa specially balanced fOrmvila. 
Halo lamon-Fraah Shampoo: Glvas 
oily hair a natural shine... to clean, 
to bright. 

Halo Concentrate Shampoo: Just a 
Irttla gives you oceans of rich lather to 
leave your heir gentle and manageable. 


I nrenegeeble. 


Only Halo Shampoos 
have the perfectly balanced formula 


AADEUS/AMP-I 


KSR.aa.7e 











people 


R ACIAL discrimination is nothing 
new under the British sun. Not 
so long ago it took the form of the 
odious “Paki-bashing” when local 
■ youths thought it noble to hammer 
anyone who looked remotely like a 
Pakistani immigrant. Similar feel¬ 
ings — though on a muted and appa. 
rentiy non-violent note have been 
whipped up by Margaret Thatcher's 
t amings against the Asians trespass¬ 
ing on her land. In the midst of the 
pandemonium there stands the. exam¬ 
ple of an Indian doctor' who has been 
awarded an honorary degree for his 
contribution to race relations. 74- 
year old Dhani Ram Prem received 
the Doctor of Science degree on July 
6 for his distinguished services to 
community relations in Britain. This 
orphan from Aligarh, who was im¬ 
prisoned at IS ior taking part in 
Gaudhiji's non-coopcration move¬ 
ment, was honoured by Aston Uni¬ 
versity, Birmingham. Dr Prem is 
still very much an active General 
Practitioner despite his age, and has 
said that he is thrilled with the 
degree since this is the first time 
that any British University has 
placed community relations on the 
same level as other academic sub¬ 
jects. This, as he says, makes the 
award considerably more than just a 
personal honour. 



According to an Aston University 
spokesman : “We are awarding Dr 
Prem the degree not only to mark 
his great contribution to racial har¬ 
mony, but also for his work with the 
mentally handicapped.’’ He was Bir¬ 
mingham's first immigrant Councillor 
and one of the architects of the 
legislation introduced to ensure that 
coloured immigrants are treated 
equally in Britain. He was a lec¬ 
turer at the National Medical Col¬ 
lege, Bombay, before he emigrated 
to Britain to become a GP in Bir¬ 
mingham. In 1945 he was elected 
to the Birmingham City Council as 
the first ever coloured Councillor. In 
1954 he pioneered the Common¬ 
wealth Welfare Council for the Eng¬ 
lish West Midlands, which provided 
a model for welfare liaison for 
coloured immigrants with central and 
local Government authorities and the 
British communities. He has also 
worked to obtain play group ameni¬ 
ties for children in deprived city 
areas and was a member of hospi¬ 
tal committees specifically concerned 
with the welfare of the mentally 
handicapped. Dr Prem has, in addi¬ 
tion, written 15 books on Indian sub¬ 
jects and 30 scenarios for Indian 
films. 


ttfiHAT, besides the obvious, would 
V* Indian prostitutes be doing in 
an American air base in China dur¬ 
ing the %smd World War? Re¬ 
member the Flying Tigers? They 
were an elite US* iytit based In 


W ITH a mother like the former 
Crave Kelly, the children would 
just have to be smashers. The ex- 
Ilollywood star who married Prince 
Rainier of Monaco did not disappoint 
her fans when she gave birth to a 
daughter, Caroline. The girl grew 
to be a real stunner with a flair for 
attracting publicity:. Naturally, she 
attracted a fair share of males as 
well but made up her mind in favour 
of French financier fhilippe Junol 
who is very much her senior by 
virtue of age. When their engage¬ 
ment was announced the news must 
have broken the hearts of her 


China who painted the noses of 
their fighter aircraft so as to resem- 
• We the snarling mouths of tigers. 
Their comtnander, Brigadier Clair 
Chennault, soon realised that he 
could not expect his hot-blooded 
pilots to amuse themselves for any 

S rolonged period of time in such a 
ead pace. So he took it upon him¬ 
self to provide them with enter¬ 
tainment *— and what belter way to 
do it than to give them women ? 
An aircraft belonging to the U.S. Air 
Force was despatched to India to 
bring back a dozen prostitutes, all of 
whom had to be Certified as “noti- 
diseased”. The task was presumably 
not too difficult and the consign¬ 
ment was inspected, medically 
Cleared and transported back to base. 
The outcome was that the theatre 
commander. General "Vinegar Joe" 
Stilwell, came to hear about it and 
PBtmpUy put bis foot down. These 


myriad admirers and there must 
have been several unaccompanied 
males who went on a binge the day 
the couple were married— Juue 28. 
The jet-set Princess—as she has 
been dubbed by the international 
Press—was wed to the Parisian in a 
15-minute civil service at the Royal 
Palace in Monaco. Louis Roman, 
the President of Monaco's State 
Council, who performed the cere¬ 
mony, observed that the Princess’s 
hands shook as she signed the 
marriage register—was it because of 
emotion or apprehension? 


facts have been unearthed by 
American journalist, Theodore White, 
who observed : “StilWell and Cbeb- 
nault despised each other. I backed 
into the feud inadvertently. Time 
had directed me in early 1945 to 
write a field study of Chennault.” 
White began by asking where the 
conflict had started between the two 
officers. Chcnnault’s reply Was 
brief and to the point : “That 
whorehouse of mine”. He certainly 
had no choice in the matter for when 
Stilwcll ordered something to stop, it 
jolly well stopped — or else. Re¬ 
marked White : "Stilwcll had not 
authorised this and exploded when 
he heard of it. Stilwcll had the 
morality of Oliver Cromwell. He 
was pure, absolutely pure or graft, 
adultery, lying, thieving or any other' 
transgression of the Ten Command¬ 
ments, Chennault had to close down 
the whorehouse.” 
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this India 


priisrs 30 fotths entry given first 


humour in real life 


DELHI: At least 6,000 graduates 
and post-gi odu.des and 30 Ch.Ds arn 
among the 15,381 applicants for recruit 
ment as municipal pnmuiy leathers. As 
many as 2,533 applications have been 
rejetted as the candidates did not have 
the desired qiialihcaliim. It may be re- 
called that tour M.A.s and 30 graduates 
are employed as peons in the corporation. 
Curiously, them is pet baps no Ph.O 
•among the officials ol the education 
department of the corporation — The 
Times of India (O. F. Bajaj, Jabalpur) 


ERODE : Shanmugain (32), a resident of 
Hus locality, was arrested when he offer¬ 
ed a diamond ear-ring worth Rs 4,000 to 
a merchant lor Rs 250. Later he told 
the Police Inspector that he found tho 
jewel at the Karur bus stand a fortnight 
ago — The Hindu (Chandra Manoharan, 
Qotacamund) 

JORHAT: A former Assam Government 
employee received a promotion 11 years 
after he retired from service. The em¬ 
ployee, Ganesh Khound, says he retired 
from the Agriculture Department in 1967 
but recently received a letter from tho 
Government informing him of the promo¬ 
tion while a colleague who retired 0 years 
ago also received a similar order— 
Amnia Bazar I'atrika (Aiu.irendra S. 
Mitra, Assam) 

RANJANA RANSAL, Delhi University 
topper, applied tor a lecturer’s job in 
seven colleges and was called by three 
for an interview but was not found up 
to the maik by any <>t them. Ranjaua 
tupped in MA with 94 per cent marks 
and reilived six awards, including fuur 
gold medals, frustrated but undaunted, 
Ranjaua is doing Iter M.Phil and hopes to 
be “found good enough" for a teaching 
assignment in Delhi University one day 
— 1 hnes of India £G U. Prntap Naidu, 
llassan) 


without .comment 


THE PERSON whom I installed as Prime 
Minister has treated me like a chaprasi 
—- Charan Smgh. 

CAN RAJ NARA1N insult in haste and 
apologise at leisure? — Headline in 
Vrganixer. 

MR. CHARAN SINGH, the departed 
Home Mimstci, is an ancient bearer of 
(undent giuilges Mr, Raj Narain, bis 
departed luiuhinau, is a buffoon. Neither 
is any loss to Janata if the light lessons 
are beaded — Guardian. 

WE WILL go on welding wherever there 
appears a bieak or a crack—Sunder Singh 
flnamlarl. 

I AM a (mutt first and a Chief Minister 
afterwards — Devi Lai. 


GAUHATl; A constable of the Second 
Assam Police RaUalion, who was 
declared dead, has now applied to 
the authorities for his reinstatement in 
service. The constable, in a letter to the 
IGP, said that he was not allowed to 
rejoin his duties after his leave term 
rxpiied last August but was informed 
that he was, in fact, dead and therefore 
was no longer in service. When the 
constable, insisted that hu was alive the 
second in command told him that he 
wmild be allowed to rejoin only after 
an inquiry to this effect — The Assam 
Tribune (Dubirul Islam, Goalpara) 

A TOFFEE-SIZED radio has been deve¬ 
loped by the I’hysirs Department ol 
Pune University, perhaps for the first 
time in India. Tho live by-five cm. radio 
works on the l.equency modulation sys 
tem and ran receive a radio programme 
at a range ot 50 kins --Tho Statesman (B. 
N. Bose. Jameshedpur) 

BIHAR : There ant people who are 
conivcted for committing dacoity and 
rape and ycl have managed to get the 
pensions of Ircedom fighters. Vishwa- 
nath Singh alias Vishnu Single of Sullau- 
gnnj was convicted by the Sessions Judge, 
Bhagnlpiir, lor outraging the modesty ot 
one Mrs Domini. Vishnu was sub¬ 
sequently declared a freedom lighter and 
liis case was ecrlitic'd by an MI.A 
Onlooker (Intikhab A. Aiisari, Oillack) 

HDBLl : A goat has given birth to a kid 
that resembles a human child The 
strange delivery took place, at I’adesur 
village bul the nffspiiug was stillborn. 
The treak child, 15 inches in height, and 
weighing a little over 2 kgs, h>td a human 
face with a mouth, two eyes and a nose. 
The skin was similar tu that ol a human 
child. The mother also gave biitli to a 
normal goat calf and both aie pi ngi css- 
inf! welt Indian Express (K. G. Voukn 
tesh, Bangalore) 


WE HAVE to demonstrate that power 
is not the only cementing lorce — Atat 
Behari Vajpayee. 


INDIAN JOURNALISTS are like whores 
extolling the virtues ol virginity — 
Khushwant Singh. 

WHEN A Government fails to accom¬ 
plish anything, it starts chanting like a 
parrot the slogan ol discipline—Rabi Ray. 


THE JANATA leaders have completely 
forgotten me because they happen to be 
in power now—Acharya J. B. Kiipulani. 

WHAT AM I ? Just a man who wants 
tn win and be happy winning — Bjorn 
Borg. 



A SIGNBOARD advertising the 
latest record by pop group 
“Boney M” reads “Love For Sale 
—only Rs 46. Local taxes extra"— 
D. K. Jeevan Kanth, Kadambathur 



A SIGN at the window of an 
empty shop at Durg reads “These 
premises are now across the road" 
—Ashish Kumar, Bhilai 



A LOCAL tailor's shop displays 
the following hoarding outside 
“Come here. We will cut you to 
size”—Girish Bhandari, New Delhi 



OUTSIDE a popular lunch home, 
there hangs the sign “Devil uneb 
Home”—K. Rahmu, Madras 
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a word or two 


I T’s easy to imagine "a dying 
duck in a thunderstorm”, or 
something rolling off "like water 
oft a duck’s back", A little more 
effort will also explain “a lame 
duck’’—a weak or disabled person, 
especially somebody ruined on the 
stock exchange. A ridiculously 
easy target is “a silting duck"— 
sitting on its nest, that is to say. 
►It’s unsportsmanlike to kill a 
hen-bird In that state. 

Perhaps we have played ducks 
and drakes when we were 
children. You do it by making a 
light stone jump over the surface 
of a pond. The word has come to 
mean idle or irresponsible behavi¬ 
our. One can "play ducks and 
drakes” with public money, or 
with somebody’s future. 

A zero score in cricket is called 
a duck. This is really short for’ 
"a duck’s egg", which looks like 
a zero. Similarly, to “have duck 
for dinner” means to have nothing 



Incidentally, "love" for a zero 
score in tennis has precisely the 
same origin. It comes from the 
French Voeuf, which means “the 
egg", The same process of fancy 
can sometimes be at work in 
, several languages. 

WORDS? INNER , 

itlMttiit’oni/ihi. Bhosin Mil* ■ 


stranger, as we weretelling'you, than fiction 



IE electronic computer is the ’in’ 
thir.g these days. Its votaries draw 
our attention to the amazing speed at 
which it can carry out calculations and 
maintain up-to-date records. They reel 
out the versatility of the computer—it 
can write verses, turn out modern paint¬ 
ings, play chess simultaneously with a 
number of players, control traffic, detect 
the cause of ailments, even help the 
housewife plan the menu. 

All these are true. But it cannot be 
forgotten that the computer is a machine 
and hence occasionally trips. On such 
occasions, the computer becomes erratic. 
It becomes illogical and irrational. Then 
it pops up with amusing or disconcerting 
results. 

A householder in Britain once received 
a intimidatory notice from the electricity 
supply agency that his electricity would 
be cut off unless he paid within 14 days 
a bill for “zero pounds” The con¬ 
sumer pointed out that even according 
to the bill, he owed nothing to the agency. 
The computer did not understand. It 
insisted on the payment of zero 
pounds. It wanted its pound of pounds, 
so to say. The consumer phoned up the 
agency, talked to the concerned officials. 
All to no avail. F.veryone promised to 
look into the matter. And that was all 
that he heard from them. Finally, he 
got a bright idea. He drew up a cheque 
for zero pounds in favour of the agency. 
The computer was mollified. 


the dati into the computer, had mixed 
his name with that of a. female employee 
called Jean Durham, who was pregnant. 
The necessary correction in the pro¬ 
gramme was made. Gene got the job, 
but the computer added a stipulation. It 
was stipulated that he could not become 
pregnant in the first nine months of his 
employment. It was truly a case of data 
going dotty. 

Mathematicians at Cambridge tried, a 
few years back, to forecast the result- iif 
a horse race by feeding all available in¬ 
formation into a computer. After much 
clicking, the computer came up with the 
only certain piece of information it was 
able, to evaluate. The computer announc¬ 
ed confidently: "the winner will be a 
horse." 

More ridiculous was the help offered 
by the computer to a bachelor who 
wanted to find an ideal mate with the 
help of the computer. He set out his 
conditions. He wanted a companion who 
was small and attractive, loved water 
sports and enjoyed group games. The 
computer advised him: "marry a 
penguin.” 

A computer was asked to translate 
from English into Russian a sentence, 
“The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak." The computer promptly came up 
with the translated version. It reed: 
“The whisky is agreeable, but the meat 
has gone bad.” 



Gene Durham, a building construction 
worker, of Dallas, Texas, was the victim 
of a computer’s confusion. The com¬ 
puter decided that he had become preg¬ 
nant. So he was turned down for a job 
for which he applied. Gene Durham app¬ 
ealed to the officials. The officials 
ransacked the files. They agreed that 
since he wee a male, he could not be. 
pregnant. But their agreement, by itself, 
yra? of no use to Gene Durham. The 
officials said they would get the matter 
cleared with the computer. The officials 
finally traced down the cause of the 
error. The programmer, who had fed 


These errors of the computer provoked 
a cartoonist to have a dig at the elec¬ 
tronic marvel. The cartoon showed two 
men standing in front of a computer, 
gazing at a card they bad retrieved from 
the machine. The card carried the 
printed answer to the problem they had 
fed in, an answer which was palpably 
absurd. One man turned to the other 
and commented: “Marvellous! It would 
have taken a thousand mathematicians a 
thousand years to make a mistake of 
this magnitude.” 

R. K. MURTHI 
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vijai SUPER 
Super on all counts. 


Performance 


f 


Designed to international 
specifications, the Vijai Super has 

found wide acceptance in the ) 

U.K., U.S.A.. Italy and many 
other technologically advanced 

The reason ? An obsession for afeSB vSW * 
quality and perfection at every ' I jBif 

of manufacture. Every Vijai Super vD£l£j||jHijfl^ - 

is subjected to as many as 1000 

quality control tests before it ^ §■ 

•eaves the factory. So what you get is " x[ 

A maximum performance scooter with a technologically 
superior engine. r 


Mileage 


Considering the rising cost of fuel, 
you buy a scooter to serve as an 
economical and efficient mode of 
transport—good on speed, low 

Therefore, apart from scoring high 
on performance and aefety, 

> Vijai Super is also a ^fjgpp*BP 

. Maximum mileage scooter—45 km. to a litre. 

Other features 


Safety 


a Unlike most scooters, the 

Super's engine is centrally 
aligned for better balance. 
Also (he scooter * body Is 
composed of a singlo piefee 
tubular frame for better 
resistance to impact—plus 
superior quality horn, headlight 
I brakes add up to make Vijai Super 
a scooter designed for maximum safety. 


Super Stability 
Super New Magneto 

Super Pickup 
Super Comfort 
Super Fuel Economy 


— For maximum safety. 

— Ensures an unmatched performance of 

headlights and hcyn. 

— 0 to 60 kmph in 12,5 seconds. 

— A foot-rest and vertical stepney. 

— Takes you 45 kms. on a litre of patrol. 


Vijw Super-Realty Super! 

£S/ Scooters India Limited 

(A Government of India Enterprise) Lucknow 
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VARIETY 



chess 


bridge 


Continuation of Position No. 12 
A position from m game piaysd in Tashkent 
in 1976 between Agsamov and Chan:— 
r4rk1; IbSpIp; 1 pp5; 8; p4q2; 70; 
PP2BPPP; 2RR2K1. 

White won by 1. R—B4. Q—B3; 2. P~Kt4 
Ch, K—R1; 3. B—03, P-R3: 4. B—Kt0, 
Q—Kt2; 6. B—B2, Q—B3; 6.0-03. resigns. 

Korchnoi’s press conference 
Last week I gave the gist of Spassky's 
conference, more particularly that part of it 
pertaining to Fischer and Karpov. Korch¬ 
noi's conference occurred a little later and, 
despite the injuries he suffered from the car 
accident, he was in excellent, typically col¬ 
ourful form. 

The first question put to him was in 
relation to the epithet Viktor the Terrible' by 
which he was known in Yugoslavia. Who. of 
;all his opponents, inflicted the most terror 
in him? ‘Keres, because I have never suc¬ 
ceeded In winning a game against him.' 

Asked about Fischer he replied, ‘I have 
seen him recently in Pasadena and have 
had a chat with him. Two things about him 
Impressed me most: hie fantastic powers for, 
working and the chess-playing capacities of 
his mind But it is becoming more and more 
difficult for him to return to chess. I have 
always considered him to be a chess genius 
but before he re-enters the arena he will 
have to surmount some vary great crises ’ 

Which chess-player do yog most admire 
and do you see a new Korchnoi among the 
younger ones? „ 

I regard myself as the successor of 
Lasker’ - he told me something like this at 
Sousse in 1966- 'lam his feeble Imitator. As 
tor the young, there's a great difference 
between them and Karpov, i like Mecking, 
Romanishin and Vaganian, but none of 
them is outstanding. Of the Soviet players 
who have most Influenced my style the chief 
Is Bronsteln.' 



Whit* forgot the Quoon-sido 

Played in Hastings 1975-76 
Ruy Lopez, Exchange Variation 
White: Nunn. Black: Bronsteln 
1. P—K4, P—K4; 2. Kt—KB3. Kt—OB3; 3. 
B—KtS, P—QR3; 4. B x Kt. QP x B; 5. 0—0, 
K1—K2; 6. Kt x P, 0-05; 7.0—R5, P—KKt3; 
8. O—Kt5, B—Kt2; 9. Kt—KB3, OxKP; 19. 
R—K1, O—OKt5,11. P—OKt3, P—KR3; (not 
11 . . . BxR; 12 B—R3.) 13. O—K3, B—K3; 
13. B—R3. Kt—04; 14. Q—K2. O-KtS; 15., 
Kt—K5, OxQ; 16. RxO, 0—0—0; 17. 
B—Kt2, KR—K1; 18. P—03. Kt—05; 16. 
R—K3, B—04; 30. P—Kt3, Kt—Kt7; White 
resigns (because of 21. R—K2. B—86; 22. 
KtxB, BxB; 23. RxH. RxR; 24. KxKt 
BxR.) 


Development Is all , t 
A correspondence game played in t963 
Two Knights’ Defence 
White; Schvidenko. Black Leveriov 
1. P-K4. P-K4; 3. K*~KB3, KI-QB3; 3. 
8-84. KI-B3: 4. Kl-Kti P- Q4; S. PxP. 
Kt—OR4; 6, P—03. P-KR3: 7. Kt—KB3. 
P—K8; 8. 0—K2, KtxB, 9. PxKt, B9—B6; 
10. 8-64, 0-0: 11. KKl-02. B-KKt5; 
13. R-K1; 13. Kt-KKl? (better 

B-K3), P-KB; 14.,KlxB. PxP db. ch. 
15. Kx P. 8-K7; 16. 0-81, Kt-KtS ch; 
17. K«Kt1, Q-K2; 19 , Kt-KtS, 8 - 08 ; 
White restgp*. 

HARRY GOLOMBEK 


SOMETIMES I see a problem, either real or 
constructed, and fHe it somewhere, usually 
not thinking it necessary to write down the 
answer. For the life ot me, I could not, for a 
long while, see the point ol this problem 
when I turned it up alter a long interval: 

Dealer, West Love all 


* J 9 7 3 

* K 8 5 

* 7 2 

* K 9 6 3 

♦ 10 led 

* A Q 10 8 2 

* 10 4 

* K 5 3 

* A 8 5 


This bidding was recorded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

— 1* No 26 

2* No 4* NO 

No No 

North’s raise to Four Spades Is on the 
forward side, but in such circumstances it is 
good for partnership morale to make the 
slight overbid rather than leave partner to 
make another borderline decision. 

West leads 4 10. East wins with the Ace 
and returns V 7. West takes the Ace and 
returns the Queen to dummy's King. East 
playing 6. Row should South plan the play? 

The bidding and play so far suggest that 
West has six hearts and East six diamonds. 
West is also likety to hold the guarded King 
of spades. How can South possibly avoid 
the loss of a club trick? 

There are no squeeze chances worth 
considering. South's best hope is to mis- 
lead the defence by ruffing a heart, cashing 
4 K. and exiting with Ace and another 
spade. Suppose that the full hand is: 


* J 9 7 3 

* K 8 5 

* 7 2 

* K 9 6 3 

* K 4 * 6 5 

VAOJ932 ■" *76 

4 10 6 W E ♦ AQJ98 4 

*072 » * J 10 4 

* AO 10 8 2 

* 10 4 

* K 5 3 

* A B 5 


When West is In with * K it will strike him 
that South has not attempted to ruff a third 
diamond and he may place declarer with 5- 
2-2-4 distribution. In which case, better give 
South a ruff-and-discard than open up the 
clubs. ... 

TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


1. Who or what is a Penang 
lawyer? 

i. President Lincoln was shot by 
John Wilkes Booth at Ford's 
Theatre, Washington in 1865. 
What play Was he watching ? 

3. The Sr ut motto Is : Be pre¬ 
pared : .what is the scout slogan ? 
'4 ,What is a log-log? 


5. The Arya Samaj was founded 
by Dayanand Saraswati; the Brahmo 
Samaj by Raja Ram Mohun Roy; 
who founded the Prarlhana Samaj? 

6. In which desert would you 
find Bushmen ? 

7.. What Is common to sea island 
cotton shirts, Moriands Balkans 
and a Walther PPK ? 

8. Who is nicknamed Little Miss 
Icicle ? 

9. Which Indian dancer is known 
as Athai or Auntie ? 

10. What is the national flower ol 
Bangladesh ? 

11. In commerce, what is a 

debenture ? 

12. In 1612 the British established 
their first trading outpost in India, 
at Surat. On what river is Surat ? 

13. Which country won this year's 
Merdeka ,football tournament? 

14. Which explorer tried to reach > 
the South Pole in a ship named 
The Nimrod ? 
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stamps 



THE Latin word fiber, as Macaulay's school* 
boy would surely have known, means '• 
book’ as well as Tree’. Taking its name from' 
the tatter meaning, Liberia was founded as a 
home in West Africa for black people freed 
from slavery in the Americas. After an 
uncertain start the country survived, 
becoming an independent republic in 1847 
and issuing its first Stamps 13 years later. A 
set ot pictorials issued in 1909 included this 
75-cants stamp showing a view of a Liberian 
village in a book-shaped frame with the 
country's name on the spine. As the stamp* 
Were printed in London by Perkins, Bacon 
and Co., the pun may be English In origin. 
The barred postmark indicates that this 
example was remaindered by the Liberian 
Post Office and cancel led-to-order for sale 
below face value. Genuinely postmarked 
specimens are much scarcer. 


C.w. HILL 









A shop for 
Syed Abeer 

Electricity comes 
to a village 


Canara Bank branches have penetrated deep 
into the unmapped villages of rural India, 
taking with them the promise of a better 
quality of life. We are looking out for people 
who need opportunity; situations that need 
improving ; amenities that may be lacking ... 
And finding them. 

Loaning money on differential interest 
rates forms but a part of Canara Bank’s rural 
effort. The whole is a lot more ...a total 
participation in community welfare. 

Sometimes it involves the forming of 
co-operatives-Sometimes the laying of roads. 
Sometimes teaching crafts, skills, thrift. 
Sometimes a literacy campaign ... 

Canara Bank caras for the common man 



CANARA BANK 

(Wholly owned by the 
Government ot India) 


Head Office: 
Bangalore 990 002 


Deposits — over 1073 crores 
Advances - - over 687 crores 
No. of branches — over 1100 
No. of customers — over 68 lakhs 


In hundred small ways, in hundred different places 
Canara Bank is quickening the pulse of change. 




Beginning July 23 

This week the Sun alone Is In Cancer, Mars, Saturn, Mercury and Venus are conjoined In Leo, Rahu Is In VIrao, 

, L i b 2r N8pt 1 n ® aton “ *® in Scorpio, Kethu Is m Pisces, and Jupiter alone is In Gemini. The Moon will be 
moving through Pisces, Arles and Taurus from Aquarius. 



(March 21 — April 20\ A new 
business venture Is in'the offing. 
Try to meet Influential people who 

H_■_ can help make your plans succeed. 

A good period for matrimonial and love affairs, but one of 
anxiousness for businessmen and politicians. Your domes¬ 
tic front will run smoothly. Some unexpected travel Is 
foreseen for you this week, but expenditure will be heavy. 
Good dates: 23, 24 and 2B- Lucky numbers: 5 and 7. 
Favourable direction: South. 



'""■' TrT,r, ' T ‘ (April 21 — May 22) Do not rush 
Into new schemes, plans or con¬ 
tracts. Meetings with elders will 

a» _ not lead to satisfaction. Domestic, 

social and romantic affairs will cause you some anxiety. 
Avoid speculation, gambling and travel. Be cautious In your 
relationships with close associates. Good dates: 24 and 
28. Lucky numbers: 6 and 3. Favourable direction: East. 




s- av- i sar (September 23 — October 22) 

Domestic, social and love affairs 

progress well. An unexpected 

i • ■■ ii i occurrence beyond your control 

will ultimately prove beneficial, but keep a close watch on 
finances. Use your Initiative and you win forge ahead. 
You will receive valuable help from ypungsters and secret 
sources. Good dates: 23, 26 and 28. Lucky numbers: 3 
and 9. Favourable direction: East. 


(October 23 — November 21} 

This week brings good fortune 
your way. An unexpected change 
or reversal will later give way to 
brighter conditions. Provided that errors of judgement are ' 
avoided, a successful and happy week Is foreseen. Act 
upon your own Intuitions but make no Impulsive changes. 
Concentrate on your profession rather than on love and 
pleasure. Good dates: 24, 25 and 29. Lucky numbers: 3 
and 6 . Favourable directions: South and East. 



(May 23 — June 21) Women and 
children will bring you great joy. 
Beneficial changes as well as 

- -.s a travel are foreseen. A secret matter 

will bring you pleasure. You will make steady progress 
in your business or profession. Some people may be 
rewarded with promotion or transfer. Your household will 
run smoothly. Good dates: 23, 24, 28 and 29. Lucky 

numbers: 5 and 9. Favourable directions: South and East. 



SAGITTARIUS 


“ (November 22 — December 22) 

This week promises to be an 
exceptionally successful one de- 
s spite some disputation, but cau- 
dealings with the opposite sex is advised. Choose 
opposite sex with care and discretion. Your 
trials can be successfully overcome by 
Good dates: 24, 25 and 28. Lucky 


tlon In 

friends of the 
difficulties and 
patience and courage, 
numbers: 1 and 3. Favourable direction: North-east 


n 


——- (June 22 — July 22) A busy, 
active and successful week awaits 
you. A courtship or a happy mar- 

-j’ j riage is on Its way. You wifi 

encounter opportunities to augment financial resources. 
Women and children will contribute to your pleasure. Use 
your energy and Initiative to realise all your ambitions. 
Good dates: 23,. 26 and 29. Lucky numbers: 1 and 6. 
Favourable direction: West. 


LEO 



CAPRICORN 


do not neglect your professional interests. You may have 
to postpone a number of domestic duties In Order to guard 
against nervous exhaustion through excessive teal and 
overwork! Beware of attempts to sabotage you t professional 
career. Good dates: 28 and 29. Lucky numbers: 4 and 6. 
Favourable direction: North. 

* (August 23 — September 22) 

Avoid overstrain and exercise 
discretion In ail affairs. Good for¬ 
tune, including benefits through 
elders, may be accompanied by anxiety arid dissension. 
Business matters should be tackled carefully. Do not be 
despondent If progress Is slow and health indifferent. 
Oood dates: 24. 25 and 28. Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. 
Favoureble dlrpcttons: West and North. 


(December 23 — January 20) You 

may expect Improving fortune 
and Increased happiness. Employ¬ 
ers will be helpful, but elders may 
cause some concern. Health improves. Guard against 
quarrels and avoid the disapproval of those in authority. 
Your children and family will enjoy spiralling success. Good? 
dates: 25, 26 and 29. Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Favourable 
directions: South and West. 


- (July 23 — August 22) Avoid con¬ 
troversy and do not be too out¬ 
spoken in family matters. Alert 
yourself to new developments, btit 



• (January 21 — February 19) This 
week mixed influences Indicate 
some success as well as loss and 
—— separation from loved ones or 111- 
health. Oealings with authority, courtship, marriage and 
changes are to be avoided. Make changes only after care¬ 
ful consideration as to their probable outcome. Good dates: 
24. 26 and 29. Lucky numbers: 3 and 7. Favourable direc¬ 
tion: East. 


PISCES 


=«=» (February 20 — March 20) A modi¬ 
cum of success Is foreseen for 
you. Endeavour to avoid giving 
offence to employers and officials. 
Disagreements threaten but attend to business and do not 
let your heart overrule commonsense. Your family front 
will be peaceful. Womenfolk In the family or elders will 
incur medical expenditure. Good dates: 24, 26 and 27 
Lucky numbers: 1 and 10. Favourable direction; South. 

M. B. RAMAN 



































Company Meeting: 


HINDUSTAN ALUMINIUM 
CORPORATION LTD. 

Chairman's Speech at the Annual 
General Meeting on 
20th June, 1978 


Dear Shareholders: 

I welcome you all to the Nine' 
teenth Annual General Meeting ol 
your Company. 

I need not repeat what has been 
stated in the Directors' Report 
about the working of the plant, 
discontinuance in power supply by 
UPSEB, sales, and revaluation of 
plant and machinery of your Com- 

{>any etc. All these are dealt with 
n our Directors’ Report already in 
your hand. In the report, however, 
It was stated that according to us 
the 100 per cent power cut imposed 
by UPSEB was considered to be 
discriminatory and illegal and the 

Sdgment of the Hon'blc Allahabad 
ign Court in the writ petition filed 
by the Company against the power 
cut was awaited. Since then judge¬ 
ment of the Hon’ble High Court has 
been received and I am glad to say 
that the power cut order was de¬ 
clared ultra vires and quashed. The 
UPSEB was asked to supply power 
as per law. However, the UPSEB 
preferred an appeal to the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court against the judge¬ 
ment, and praying for stay of the 
High Court’s Order. The Hon’ble 
Supreme Court, however, directed 
the UPSEB to supply 20 MW power 
(against the contracted supply of 85 
MW) as an interim measure without 
going into the details at this stage, 
till the disposal of the case. With 
the resumption of power supply to 
the extent of 20 MW the production 
of aluminium has increased from 
155 tonnes to 185 tonnes per day. 
The hearing of the Appeal is expec¬ 
ted towards the end of July. 

• The Shareholders may like to know 
about the allegations made by the 
Power Minister of Uttar Pradesh 
against your Company soon after 


the High Court judgment. The dues 
about which the Power Minister has 
made a reference in his statement 
are in our opinion neither payable 
nor legal. I would' like to mention 
that your Company is always 
prompt in clearing lawful dues. It 
was reported that U. P. Government 
had recommended to the Central 
Government that Hindalco should 
be nationalised. This was sub¬ 
sequently denied by the Industry 
Minister of U.P. stating that the 
State Government had not taken 
any such decision. It was also re 
ported that the Minister of State 
for Industries of U.P., Shri Reoli 
Raman Singh recently told newsmen 
that it was not the policy of the 
Government to nationalise efficiently 
run factories. Some other state¬ 
ments have also appeared in the 
newspapers lately on the question of 
nationalisation. 

An Editorial of the ‘Pioneer’ pub¬ 
lished from Lucknow has made some 
pertinent comments in the matter. 
A copy of the relevant portion of the 
Editorial is attached to the cyclo- 
styled copy of my Speech which has 
been distributed to you and thus I 
need not take your time by reading 
it. 

As far as we know it is not the 
Government Policy to take over or 
nationalise industries just for the 
sake of it, as was stated by the 
Prime Minister in the Parliament. 
Hindalco is a financially sound and 
well managed company and is being 
run very efficiently. Our operating 
efficiency can well be compared with 
any other plant, not only in our 
country but in other countries too. 
Whatever production loss is there is 
solely due to non-fulfilment of con¬ 
tractual obligation by the UPSEB by 


not supplying power as per our con¬ 
tract. Disregard of contractual 
obligations specially by autonomous 
bodies like State Electricity Boards 
who are statutorily charged with the 
duty of meeting the power needs of 
all existing and prospective consu¬ 
mers. can lead to disastrous conse¬ 
quences for the country’s economy 
and its industrial progress. Besides 
undesirable controversy in respect of 
an efficiently operating plant is not 
on’y injurious to the particular in¬ 
dustry but to the entire industrial 
growth of the country by creating 
an atmosphere of uncertainty. 

Aluminium industry is acknow¬ 
ledged to be an essential industry, 
proper development of which is in 
the national interest. The country’s 
annual production is hardly 2,00,000 
tonnes against the requirement of 
2,75,000 tonnes. Demand for alu¬ 
minium metal is on the increase 
year after year specially in view of 
the heavy programme of rural elec¬ 
trification and transfer of industries 
to the villages. Thus it is all the 
more necessary that aluminium fac¬ 
tories both in the public and private 
sectors are run on their full install¬ 
ed capacities. It is also necessary for 
the efficient running of the plants 
that a sense of healthy competition 
prevails between the various plants 
in the public and private sectors to 
enable each plant to achieve better 
performance. Since the Government 
policy for Aluminium industry for¬ 
mulated in 1975 has failed to achieve 
Its primary object of ensuring ade¬ 
quate supply of power to both the 
public and private sector plants, it 
is essential that the Government 
seriously re-formulate the policy 
taking into consideration all the 
important aspects, to enable both 



the public and private sector plants 
to run to their maximum installed 
capacity and also execute their ex¬ 
pansion programme in the quickest 
possible time. 

During the last Annual General 
Meeting in April 1977 our Chair¬ 
man had strongly emphasised the 
need of highest priority to be given 
for the development of Power. 
Continuous and uninterrupted sup¬ 
ply of power is aft essential require¬ 
ment for running industries econo¬ 
mically and efficiently. Though, 
there has been a general realisation 
of Die necessity to increase the 
power availability by expansion and/ 
or construction of power plants but 
there is still a substantial gap bet¬ 
ween the actual requirement and 
generation. Every day we read in, 
the newspapers that industrial pro¬ 
duction is suffering considerably due 
to power shortage. The other day, 
our Hon’ble Minister for Industry 
has acknowledged the fact that the 
acute shortage of power has resul¬ 
ted in heavy production loss. As re¬ 
ported in the press, a West German 
team of experts invited by Govern¬ 
ment to study the working of tbo 
existing power plants has submitted 
its report, which states that -there 
is considerable scope of improve¬ 
ment. If existing power plants are 
efficiently operated, the power posi¬ 
tion can be improved to a great 
extent and the country’s production 
can be substantially stepped up. It 
is high time that this subject is 
looked into with all seriousness and 
in greater depth. 

The question, about pricing policy 
of Aluminium is also very impor¬ 
tant and 1 would like to apprise you 
of the same. The Bureau of Indus¬ 
trial Costs & Prices had again under¬ 
taken the studies of pricing of alu¬ 
minium. Its recommendations are 
anxiously awaited. The dual pricing 
policy of aluminium which was an¬ 
nounced in the middle of 1975 was 
based on the supply of full power 
to the Aluminium industry. Conse¬ 
quently the power rates were revis¬ 
ed upward substantially and prices 
of levy metal were kept at an un- 
economically low level. In addition, 
the State Electricity Boards were 
also allowed substantial rebate on 
, every ton of metal purchased by 
them. Unfortunately the State Elec¬ 
tricity Boards have not lived up to 
the expectations. Thereby the alu¬ 
minum industry along with the 

other industries which depend on 
Aluminium as their raw material 

suffered very greatly. There is 

therefore no more justification of 
continuing the dual pricing . policy. 
'We hope a favourable and Just deri¬ 


sion will be taken soon in this res¬ 
pect. 

For the expansion of our Alumf 
nium plant, the Government has 
cleared the imports of required 
equipments and the matter has been 
taken up with the Suppliers. We are 
now requesting the Government to 
grant us the C.G. licence. 

Expansion work of your power 
plant is held up due to the delay ia 
finalising the financial arrange¬ 
ments. Though in principal IDm 
jointly with other financial institu¬ 
tions has agreed to finance the ex¬ 
pansion of the power plant, neces¬ 
sary clarifications from the State 
Government is awaited. The matter 
is being pursued vigorously from 
our side. 

Friends, that sums up the present 
situation of your Company in parti¬ 
culars and the Aluminium industry 
in general. Being an optimist by 
nature I do hope all problems Will 
get sorted out in due course. But. 
of course, as somebody has defined 
PROGRESS as "replacing old prob¬ 
lems with new ones” and this world 
will be a dull place to live in with¬ 
out problems, we are ready for tack¬ 
ling new problems as and when 
they arise. 

Thank you. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE EDITORIAL 
OF THE "PIONEER” 

DATED 3RD JUNE 1978 
HINDALCO RUMPUS 

A democratic government must 
adhere to the rule of law and must 
not allow its prejudices and passions 
to cloud its judgement. It is, there¬ 
fore, distressing to note a defiant 
and aggressive drift towards arbi¬ 
trary action in some of the Janata 
States to punish what the powers 
that be regard as recalcitrant big 
business. The Unspoken dictum 
seems to be "big is bad and small 
is beautiful”. The threatened take¬ 
over of Hindalco which reportedly 
has been recommended for nation¬ 
alisation to the centre, is illustrative 
of a .dangerous trend. 

The industry is neither sick nor 
bankrupt and if it has been resist¬ 
ing payment of certain disputed 
dues to the Government, it has done 
so under the provisions of the Law 
of the land. This has ruffled the 
feathers of some of the queer birds, 
both in the bureacratic and minis¬ 
terial reaches. 

According to a New Delhi message, 
State Power Minister, Mr R. K. 
Shahi has complained to the Centre 
that Hindalco was “creating a lot of 
trouble and wanted to bully the 
Government through unfair means.” 
The Power Minister has got hot 
under the collar as the company has 


made it, so it is claimed, a regular 

B'ice to engage the UPSEB in 
battles to avoid payment of 
bills. It is stressed that payment of 
arrears amounting to Rupees Ten 
Crores has been stayed by the Courts 
or Arbitrators in at least ten cases. 
This, to put it mildly, is an amazing 
stand taken by a democratic Govern¬ 
ment. Any right worth the name 
must be justifiable, that is it can be 
tested freely in a court of law. If 
Hindalco has gone to the court 
challenging or otherwise contesting 
the demands made by the U.P. Gov¬ 
ernment and the court has given 
stay orders pending final disposal of 
the matter, it cannot be threatened 
out of existence by a democratic 
Government. Mr. Shahi has com¬ 
plained of Hindalco bullying his 
Ministry. The reverse seems to be 
the case. It is the Honourable Mi¬ 
nister who is belching fire and 
brimstone at Hindalco for its teme¬ 
rity in seeking the protection of the 
court against an executive decree. 

Admittedly the Government of 
the day claims to be all powerful. 
In fact, as Lord Bryce said about the 
British Parliament, it can do any¬ 
thing except turn a man into a 
woman or a woman into a man, 
Perversely, it is argued that the en¬ 
tire production of the company is 
not being utilised by the Central or 
the State Government and that a 
major portion is being sold in the 
open market with the result that 
the company “has been making 
huge profits”. With strange logic, it 
is claimed that with the nationalisa¬ 
tion of Hindalco, the aluminiuip 
produced by this unit could be uti¬ 
lised entirely in the public sector. 

In view of the unsatisfactory ex¬ 
perience of the Government in run¬ 
ning the National Textile Corpora¬ 
tion, the Finance Minister announced 
in his budget speech that "it might 
be a good idea if the managements 
of more efficient mills were to be 
prevailed upon to take over, as an 
act of social responsibility, some of 
the sick units and nurse them back 
into sound health under conditions 
to be laid down by Government.” 
Here was a frank confession of the 
Government’s inability to take over 
and run sick units with any degree 
of efficiency. And now a State 
Power Minister in his superior wis¬ 
dom has made naked bid to take 
over a healthy profit making and 
flourishing unit for its effrontery in 
standing up to his ministry for vin¬ 
dicating its rights in the highest 
court of the land. Here is a classic 
instance of giving a dog a bad name 
and hanging it unceremoniously in 
one’s backyard. 




'Janata thanas are to aid the 
helpless, not oppose Saklecha' 


India's first ‘Janatu Uiana’, manned 
by a bearded Yuva Janata activist, 
was started in Bhopal on June 15 by 
a dissident Janata Party MLA of 
Madhya Pradesh, VIDYA BHVSHAN 
THAKUR, who said it would help 
the common man when he faded to 
get justice from an indifferent 
bureaucracy. In this interview, Mr 
Thakur tells A.K. that his intention 
is not to set up a parallel adminis¬ 
tration or to run down the Slate 
Government in the public eye. The 
MP Chief Minister , Mr Veerendra 
Kumar Saklecha, has denounced the 
‘thana’ os illegal and calls it a gim¬ 
mick. 


Q: What made you decide to set 
up a ‘Janata thana’ when your own 
Party, in whose running you have a 
say, is ruling in Madhya Pradesh? 

A: The Janata Party’s coming 
into power in the State has not 
meant that people have got relief 
from petty Government servants and 
oppressive policemen. If you are 
poor, do you think your complaint 
is looked into at a police station ? 
No, not at all. The cops just chase 
you away. Justice is given only to 
15 per cent of people who have 
money or connections, the rest 85 
per cent are left to the dogs. The 
‘Janata thana’ is for those poor 
people whose grievances are not 
redressed by the (government. 

Q: WUl your ‘thana’ investigate 
the complaints it received to ascer¬ 
tain if they are genuine or not? 

A: At ,the moment, no. We will 
compile the complaints periodically 
and bring them to the notice of the 
Chief Minister. We will give him an 
ultimatum of three days to get them 
examined. If he doesn’t do this, 1 will 
write to the Prime Minister. And if 
the PM docs not respond either, ,we 
will decide what to do next. 

Q: How many complaints have you 
received at the ‘thana’ till now and 
how have you acted upon them? 

A: In the. first week, the ‘thana’ 
received between 60 to 70 com¬ 
plaints in writing. They were about 
corruption at all levels of the Gov¬ 
ernment—from officials to MtAs 
to Ministers. There were also many 
from poor people who said nobody 
had listened to them in the Govern¬ 
ment. We have not done anything 
about the complaints. As I have 
told you. we will bring them to the 
Chief Minister’s notice. 

Q: What do you have to say about 
Mr Saklecha’s charge that the 
‘thana* la illegal? 
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A: l challenge him to prove his 
statement in a court of law. if the 
thana is illegal, lot the Govern¬ 
ment arrest me. I am prepared to be 
prosecuted. Mr Jayapi’akasli Narayan 
J 9*4 hfld urged the. people of 
Bihar not to. pay taxes to the. State 
Government. Was that illegal too? 
When a Government Tails to respond 
to the hopes of people, people have 
to mobilise themselves to get jus¬ 
tice. Believe me, this ‘thana’ is 
meant to help the Slate Government 
and not to oppose it. 

Q: How did (his idea’ of a people's 
ponce station occur to you? 

I keen thinking of opening 
a thana lor eight months. I road 
our Party’s manifesto, .IP’s ideas on 
total revolution and the writings of 
Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia before de¬ 
ciding on the step. There are scores 
of Janata Party MLAs who have 
welcomed it. 

® u * sin«* your Party and even 
the Prime Minister are taking a 
dim view of the thana’, will you 
wind It up? 


V. K. Saklecha: “It’s a gimmick” 




Vidya Bhushan Thakur 


A: No, under no circumstances. I 
am .sure T will be able to persuade 
skeptical Party men that the ‘thana’ 
will be an asset to the administra- 
tton, which it is. After all, what 
harm is it doing? 


T .. „? ou h " ve P Ian * for opening 
similar i‘thanas’ elsewhere in Madhya 
Pradesh? 


A: Yes. I have been deluged with 
letters from Partymen in various 
districts who want to open ‘thanas’ 
too. We will take a final decision at 
a Yuva Janata conference on our 
line of action. But my feeling is that 
we will soon have ’thanas’ in all 45 
districts of Madhya Pradesh. 


^ these places? 

A: Yuva Janata volunteers. They 
have shown great eagerness to start 
them. 

Q: Do you think your ‘thanas’ will 
^velop to ’such a manner that their 
**•»» "HI be. able to examine com- 
plaints the way ordinary police 
stations do? 

A: Yes. why not. If we have seve¬ 
ral youths 4t a ‘thana’, they will be 
able to do investigative work. 




You can tell class... 

anywhere in the world 
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Erasmic 

LUXURY SHAVING CREAM 

He has the world to choose from ... 
he chooses Erasmic Luxury Shaving 
Cream. The standard Is International. 
The style Is unmistakable. 

Erasmic has unique Ingredients that 
actually improve the performance 
of your blade ... a rich emollient 
lather .... an 
invigorating perfume. 

A range of variants: 

Lavender Spice, 

Antiseptic, Lime-Cool. 
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A Quality Product by HINDUSTAN LEVER 
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SONODYNE 



Latest Technical 
Breakthrough In 

Stereo Hi-Fi Design 


UPEPJET-UNE 

STEREO SYSTEM 


AN ALTOGETHER NEW AMPLIFIER DESIGN WITH DIRECT COUPLED POWER STAGE 
AND FULLY COMPLEMENTARY OUTPUT STAGE TOGETHER WITH A COMPLETELY 
NEW SPEAKER SYSTEM INCORPORATING LATEST AUDIO TECHNOLOGY 
AND MOST MODERN LOOKS. THE SUPER JET-LINE IS THE CHOICEST BUY STEREO 

IN THE MEDIUM POWER RANGE. 
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Who carries the sword that protects ? 
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A 130-member Indian 
delegation comprising 
youth leaders from the 
Janata Party, Congress (I), 
Conqress, CPI, CPI(M), 

Anna DMK, DMK, RSP end 
Forward Bloc has gone to 
participate in the 11th 
World Festival of Youth and 
Students In Havana. Do 
such jaunts serve any 
purpose ? Or do they malign 
the country’s image ? 
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I remember it well 

Y ES, I do remember the Emer¬ 
gency. ("Does anyone remember 
the Emergency ?” by L K. Advani, 
June 25). I recall it each day at 
10 a.in. when l go to the place where 
I work Our organisation was 
ravaged by a couple of petty vindic¬ 
tive-bureaucrats who assumed un¬ 
questionable power during the Emer¬ 
gency. They maintained ‘discipline’ 
to prevent any possible dissent in 
our organisation. I am sure scores 
of other Government and semi- 
Gavernment organisations like the 
one I belong to, were also crippled. 
Now the Janata Government is des¬ 
perately searching for persons com¬ 
mitted to democracy to rejuvenate 
these organisations — among the 
same bureaucrats 1 
Bijay K. Dash, New Delhi. 

IT IS true that the Emergency was 
a rule of terror and the people were 
left groping in the dark. The horror 
of tne Emergency can never fade 
from public memory at least 1 for an¬ 
other century. But in the present 
circumstances, with indiscipline, law¬ 
lessness, strikes, lock-outs, demons¬ 
trations and political wrangles sprea¬ 
ding, one is tempted to believe that 
a step like the Emergency would 
force the country in the right direc¬ 
tion. Who can dispute this ? We 
have lost so many man-hours, and - 
production has declined to such a 
level that the lot of the common 
i man has remained unchanged, ex¬ 
cept for the restoration of freedom. 
We had never known freedom, hav¬ 
ing been ruled by foreigners for so 
long and now a$ pur own elected re¬ 
presentatives rule, we suffer from 
want of bread. 

S. Sridhar, Bangalore. 
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1 BEAD with interest Jawid LaJq's 
“Country ride” in which he touched 
upon those countries where demo¬ 
cracy is supposed to have origina¬ 
ted. It is not really the upholders 
of political morality in Delhi who 
can give democracy its much nee¬ 
ded resuscitation, but the pockets ot 
power at the various levels of reve¬ 
nue administration. If the system 
has run to seed, it is the parasitic 
bureaucrats who are to blame. Re¬ 
venue officials all over the country 
suck up petty and big traders 
and cadge them for everything from 
cigarettes to cinema tickets. They 
rule over their districts as feudal 
lords ruled over their subjects in 
the past. A motor vehicle inspector, 
for instance, considers it his sover¬ 
eign right to ask for a ride to 
wherever he pleases when he comes 
for certification. The conditions of 
the oppressive regime have hardly 
changed. 

P. Radhakrishnan, Salem. 

THERE was no need for an on-the- 
spot survey to show that the tyranny 
of the system today is no less 
oppressive than that of the Emci- 
gency. Mr Laiq deserves to be com¬ 
plimented for bringing out the whole 
truth in black and white. Nothing 
has changed after the Emergency, 
so far as the system of rule is con¬ 
cerned. Senior officers of the Gov¬ 
ernment are indulging themselves 
more than they perhaps did during 
the Emergency. Corruption and 
nepotism continue unabated,, sup¬ 
ported by the new political bases. 
The heroes of the Emergency are 
being given coveted posts and their 
seniors are being superseded. Only 
their allegiance has changed. Wo¬ 
manising and bribery are no longer 
considered within the purview of 
corruption. 

Tarit Debsharma. New Delhi. 


A taste of discipline 

Y ES, the people of India do re 
member the Emergency, but as 
a period of prosperity. After 30 
years of Independence the people 
had their-first taste of a disciplined 
and peaceful life. The trains ran in 
time, there wore less ticketless pas¬ 
sengers, professors and office-goers 
were punctual in attendance, and 
work proceeded without any hitches. 
Women walked in the streets with¬ 
out fear, It is the opposite now, 
Anadi Paul, Nadia. 

MR ADVANI’s book is a biased 
account of the Emergency and I fail 
to see why it should be termed bril¬ 
liant. Whether the declaration of 
the Emergency was justified or not, 
Mr Advani should have at least had 
the courtesy to acknowledge its 
gains. Did the Emergency only 
‘make the peons and babuls scurry 


to office in time” ? Though this in 
itself was no mean achievement, 
everyone is aware of the great sense 
of discipline prevailing during the 
Emergency. If someone today asked 
the police and the army to disobey, 
orders, would the Government re¬ 
main silent ? Rebellion in the coun¬ 
try serves the purpose of none ex¬ 
cept the anti-social elements. Mr. 
Avdani writes that we should not be 

S uactual “at the cost of democracy”. 

ut why not ? Does democracy hold 
any meaning in India where the 
majority are illiterate and uneduca¬ 
ted ? I am sure most people in 
India would themselves favour a 
benevolemt dictatorship rather than 
democracy. 

Amit Bose, Patna. 


THE photograph of the burning rose 
on the cover was a marvellous work 
of art by Dayaram Chawda. Bui 
using it as the visual keynote for the 
cover story was improper. The 
picture is a defilement of the value 
of the traditional rose worn by 
Nehru. But what relation does this 
have to the effects of the Emer¬ 
gency ? 

Utpal. Guha, Calcutta. 


MR ADVANI tries to draw a parallel 
between Mrs Gandhi and Hitler. 
What made Hitler the most hated 
man in history was his planned and 
systematic genocide of the Jews, his 
naked aggression on foreign lands, 
and his starting of a World War. 
Mrs Gandhi committed none of these 
crimes. Undoubtedly she incarcera¬ 
ted her political rivals, but did she 
them to death with the help of 
stonntroopers, as Hitler did ? When 
Mrs Gandhi liberated Bangladesh, 
she pulled out Indian troops as soon 
as possible, something Hitler would 
never have conceived of. . Mrs 
Gandhi called a general election one 
full year before the expiry of her 
term, and gracefully stepped down 
when she lost. Would Hitler have 
done any such thing ? Mr Advani 
should have pointed these facts out 
as the historic opposites between the 
two. 

Dhruva Chaudhuri, Calcutta. 

.YC to Yuva Janata 

'THE REPORT “Canalising youth 
* power” by Hemendra Narayan 
(June 25) should be an eye-opener 
to the Janata High Command. Most 
Yuva Janata workers were actually 
in the Youth Congress during the 
Emergency, and before that, in JP’s 
movement. There is a growing 
number of frustrated youths in 
Bihar and the politicians are using 
them to serve, their own selfish 
ends. I was in Alwalpur to witness 
the Inauguration of the Amrit Sena’s 
project. The officials of the Bihar 






State Construction Corporation were 
overheard complaining: “Now they 
are spending all the money sanc¬ 
tioned for the Hoad Construction 
Corporation. These same people 
will later charge us for corruption 
and' misuse of funds.’’ Like the 
Youth Congress workers, the Yuva 
Janata workers travelled without 
tickets in trains to reach the place- 
Two days before the inauguration 
the kutcha roads there were 
smoothed by road rollers for the 
arrival of the VIPs. 

Bijoy Kumar Khaitan, Patna . 

WE AHE sorry to note Mr Narayan’s 
feelings about the Yuva Janata. He 
is most probably playing into the 
hands of a group of people engaged 
in attacking the progressive and re¬ 
volutionary forces which came out 
of JP’a Bihar movement. The 
Janata Party came to power in the 
1977 elections but they had to work 
with the same bureaucracy which 
functioned during the Emergency. 
This accounts ior the present state 
of affairs. Amrit Sena is not an 
offshoot of the Yuva Janata. Bather, 
the Yuva Janata and Amrit Sena 
are working alongside each other to 
bring self-sufficiency to the villages. 
The Amrit Sena is not attached to 
any organisation. 

The Youth Congress was identi¬ 
fied with Sanjay Gandhi but the 
Yuva Janata has no such idol. The 
former was an organisation to un¬ 
leash terror among the people while 
the Yuva Janata >$, engaged in a 
continuous struggle for social change 
through Total Revolution. While 
the YC was the official youth wing 
of the then ruling Congress Party 
and later became an agency for the 
destruction of democratic norms, the 
Yuva Janata has no such ties with 
the Janata Party. 

Ashok Kumar Smha, Arun Chandra 
Jha, Members of the State Execu¬ 
tive, Bihar Yuva Janata, Patna. 

THERE are two mistakes in Bihar’s 
crime chart published with the re¬ 
port “Who are the criminals?” by 
Arun Sinha (June 25). The total 
number of crimes in 1971 is 48,903 
and not 49,903. The total number 
for 1976 comes to 43,162 and not 
43,162. 

Satya Prakash Das, Bhadrak. 

An addled mind 

'T'HANKS to Bhola Chatterji, once 
A again Mr Jayaprakash Narayan 
("True socialism believes in the good 
of all’’, June 25) has been proved to 
be a confused man. JP was not, 
and is not faithful to any ism and 
ft is not surprising to find his hand 
behind the caste-war. I do not be¬ 
lieve Gandhi favoured the abolition 
of caste. His ideal was Ramrajya 
and under Ramrajya the head of a 
shudra is severed on the order of the 
Maryada Pvershottam Rama. 
Kumaresh Thakur, Calcutta. 

JP IS positively misleading when he 
jays i ^Essentially f am not a politi¬ 


cal being in the sense that I don’t 
aspire to any political position of 
power or influence." It is well 
known that JP had aspired for the 
Prime Ministership and when he 
could not get it, came out with seve¬ 
ral clarifications to the effect that 
be was not interested in the post. His 
speeches and writings betray this. 
Gandhi never sought political office, 
but could anyone say he was not a 
political being ? It is entirely 
wrong on the part of Mr Chatterji 
also to deduce that JP has returned 
to Marxism and has therefore “come 
Full circle". Even JP has denied 
;his. It is clear that JP’s eclecticism 
has led to errors and miscalcula- 
:ions. 

Hrishi Kesh, Kanpur. 

He was out 

A MISTAKE has crept into Dipak- 
Chakraborty’s letter (June 25) 
on Calcutta football. In the last 
Santosh Trophy tournament, Habib 
was not selected to play for Bengal. 
The three outstalion players who 
played for the team were Ulga- 
nathan, Akbar and Shyam Singh 
Thapa. 

Dhruba Jyoti Chaudhuri, Calcutta. 


Comic denial 


D E. NIZAMUDDIN in Delhi 
• Diary (June 25) writes that 
Sanjay Gandhi read only comics in 
jail. I was the person who took Mr 
Gandhi's meals and books to him in 
jail. Among the books he had 
asked for were The Glory and tty! 
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Pream, a political analysis of Ame¬ 
rica by William Manchester, selec¬ 
ted works of Khalil Gibran, a bio¬ 
graphy of Winston Churchill and a 
book on African elephants. I doubt 
if Mr Gandhi has read comics in the 
last 20 years. 

J, N. Mirra, New Delhi. 

Three clear aims 

1 REFER to the two articles »n 
which labour leaders R. J. Mehta 
and Datta Samant say wh'at they 
would do if placed in power 
("Withdraw police support’* ana “I’ll 
fix how much the owner should get”, 
.June 18). 1 am an entrepreneur and 
an employer and started my cont- 
t with three dear objectives : 
it, growth atid selfish material 


benefits. My employment of work 
•rs was ihddental towards these 
objectives. As long as the demands 
of the workers remain within rea¬ 
sonable limits, I concede them. As 
soon as they start to grow posing a 
threat to the attainment of my 
objectives, I eliminate this variable 
and opt for automation. If labour 
is cheap and reliable, I would 
plan my expansion on labour 
rather than automation. This will 
also help in the creation of employ¬ 
ment. 

K. P. Padukone, Pune. 

Funny way to win 

WAS surprised to find that G. R, 
Pratap’s entry in “Humour in real 
life" (June 25) was a reproduction of 
a humorous strip which appeared 
on page 76 of the May 1978 issue 
of tne Reader’s Digest. We do not 
find such plagiarism funny. 

Swapan Mukherjee, JHana. 

Perils of popularity 

I \ “Delhi Diary” (SUNDAY, 
May 21) several allegations have 
been made which, on inquiring with 
the political secretary to the Chief 
Minister Mr Jyoti Basu, Mr Sankar 
Gupta, I found to be baseless and 
motivated. In the first place, the 
West Bengal Government sent no 
policemen to New Delhi to guard 
the CM when he had gone there to 
attend the CPI(M) Politbureau meet¬ 
ing. Secondly, Ministers and Secre¬ 
taries of tbe West Bengal Govern 
meat use the bungalow Mr S. S. 
Ray had constructed for his special 
use only because the Banga Bnavan 
is being demolished. Mr Sengupta 
alleges that Mr Basu is using the 
same Toyota which Mr Ray used 
though the latter had been censured 
for this. The running cost of a 
Toyota is less than that of any in 
digenous car. There is no use in 
keeping it idle and causing unneces¬ 
sary losses to the State exchequer. 
It is also not clear who censured Mr 
Ray for using the car. Lastly, it is 
not correct to state that the air- 
conditioning of the bungalow has 
lately been improved. 

Maahusudan Maji, Puri. 

APROPOS of the item capf 
"Sabotage” I would like to ( 
that the report in connection >t 
my "engineered” posting to tin 
{Rural Electrification Corporation i.- 
txaseless and malicious. 'The facts 
are quite to the contrary, On 
March 20, 1978 I received an offer 
from the State Government for a. 
post in the Corporation as its Mana¬ 
ging Director. Immediately an re¬ 
ceipt of the offer I wrote ha'* to the 
Government saying that since my 
brother was working as the Deputy 
Director, Public Relations in the 
organisation, if would be inappro¬ 
priate for me to accept the offer. 
The insinuation that my brother was 
ibehind this move is absolutely false, 
T. N. Dhar, Pattri. 
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If the Congress in power was bad, the Con- 
grosses in Opposition are worse. Unaccus¬ 
tomed as they are to this fault-finding role, 
the two Congress Parties have not been 
hawk-eyed enough for Ministerial slips as a 
parliamentary Opposition should be. KEWAL 
VARMA examines the reasons for this. 

( < r T'HE trouble is that the Janata Party behaves as if 
* it is in the Opposition and the Congress feels it is 
still a ruling Party," Mrs Gandhi once said, last year. She 
was right to a great extent so far as the performance of 
the two Parties in Parliament is concerned. For instance, 
Mr. Raj Narain, short of moving an adjournment motion 
and no-confidence motion, did what he had been doing 
when he was in the Opposition. On the other hand, the 
leader of the Opposition, Mr. Y. B. Chavan, took the 
deliberations of the all-Party meetings called by the 
Prime Minister as seriously as he took the meetings of 
the Political Affairs Committee when he was a Minister. 


In fact, befitting the role of Mr. Chavan, the Janata 
Government conferred upon him the status of a Cabinet 
Minister, in terms of official facilities. It was for the 
first time in the parliamentary history of India that a 
real Opposition Party emerged after the last General 
Elections. Under the rules, an Opposition Party must 
obtain 10 per cent of the total Lok Sabha seats to be 
recognised officially as an Opposition Party, otherwise it 
is treated as an Opposition group in the Parliament. Yet 
the Opposition could nob'succeed in putting the Govern 
meat on the leash. Despite the numerical strength of 
the main Opposition Party, the Government hardly faced 
a moment of embarrassment at its hand. It was not 
because the Opposition lacked talent. Mr. Y. B. Chavan 
is perhaps the best parliamentarian of this period. The 
only other person who shares this glory with him is Mr. 
Jagjivan Ram. In fact, even in his first speech as the 
leader of Opposition, he displayed his debating skill, 
speaking in a most awkward situation after an 
ignominous defeat in the election. Mr. Chavan in his 
"goodbye to Emergency” speech turned the tables on the 
Prime Minister, when he said : "Now the honour of the 
country is in your hands. Don’t run down all the 
national achievement recorded in the past, you yourself 
have also made some contribution to it,” Mr.. Morarji 
Desai looked a small man. In addition to bis own par¬ 


liamentary skill, Mr. Chavan had the support of 
technocrats like Mr. C. Subramaniam and Mr. T. A. 
Pai as well as the lung power of Messrs Vasant Sathe, 
K. P. Unnikrishnan, Vyalar Ravi, Saugata Roy and K. 
Lakkappa. 


If in spite of all these favourable factors, the 
Congress could not play the role of an effective Opposi¬ 
tion, the reasons are to be found in the political 
situation. The defeat of the Party had a stunning 
impact on the Congress members : they lost their 
bearings. It led to inner soul-searching among many. 
In this situation they went on the defensive while the 
Government spokesmen and ruling Party members 
remained on the offensive for quite some time. The 
latter felt they had been so gravely wronged that they 
had no moral compunction about being motivated by a 
spirit of revenge. Congress members were so demora¬ 
lised that they could not meet the challenge effectively. 
In normal circumstances, the Opposition is better placed 
to launch an offensive and the Congress should have 
realised that offence is the best form of defence. But 
the Congress’s response was just the opposite. It wilted 
and divided under the attack of the Government. 

The main line of attack by the Government was on' 
Mrs. Gandhi and the Emergency excesses. This was a 
clever strategy because instead of uniting, it used to> 
bring out into the open the split in the Congress, even 
before the Congress split in January, 1978. Pro-Indira, 
and anti-Indira Congressmen would start quarrelling 
among themselves and the ruling Party would only 
watch the fun. This way the Opposition’s edge was 
effectively blunted. Even when some opportunities were 
offered to the Opposition on a platter, like the removal 
nf a letter from the files of the Election Commission by 
Mr. Charan Singh and the Belchi incident, it could not! 
put the Government on the mat. The intensity of the' 
Opposition’s attack was not commensurate with the 
gravity of the lapse on the part of the Government 
Whatever little offensive was taken on these occasions 
was not sustained subsequently. Only Mr. C. M. Stephen 
used this opportunity to make his mark as a parliamen¬ 
tarian. At that time, the Congress was not yet split 
and Mr. Stephen was only a second rank leader. In 
this period, the hard core . of anti-Indira Congressmen 
mnsisted of three new "Young Turks", namely, Messrs 
Unnikrishnan, Vyalar Ravi and Saugata Roy. They, 
showed some' 'flashes of brilliance in parliamentary 
debates. On the other side a tall, handsome Vasant: 
Sathe always carried the cram of Mrs. Gandhi. 






















contenders like Mr Want Sathe 
this dime. 


were too junior for 


Y. B. Chavan: ideally suited to a ministerial role 


While, the Congress (I) is now clear about its role 
as the Opposition, the Congress continues to suffer from 
a split personality. “To be or not to be an Opposition" 
is tne dilemma they are facing. Before the split these 
Congress MPs would not come to the defence of Mrs 
Gandhi whenever she was attacked. The attack on the 
Janata was also not all-out but selective. First the 
target of their attack used to be Mr Charan Singh, then 
they shifted their focus to Mr Morarji Desai, attacking 
him mainly on the Kanti affair and his sell out on 
nuclear policy. But the front-rankers in the Congress 
like Messrs Chavan, Suhramaniam and Hitendra Desai 
after their first round of attacks on the Janata retired 
into their shells. Mr Brahmcnanda Reddi and Mr 
Barooah in fact hardly opened their mouths in the House. 
All their energies were, perhaps, dissipated in check¬ 
mating Mrs Indira Gandhi within the Party. 

After the split, the Congress tried to chart out, 
albeit half-heartedly, a new course of a third force in 
Indian politics. But the Congress remained hopelessly 
split between two groups, one pleading that even as a 
third force it should have a distinct pro-Indira tilt and 
the other, though very shy to concede it, wanted a pro* 
Janata tilt However, events began to overtake both the 
groups and compulsions of circumstances made the third 
force increasingly irrelevant and unrealistic. The Maha¬ 
rashtra development has now forced people to make the 
final choice between the Janata on the one hand and 
Mrs Gandhi on the other. In the process the third 
force will be liquidated unless this development hastens 
the realignment of forces within the Janata. 

But the result of the split-personality in the last 16 
months kept first the united Congress and later the 
Congresses politically paralysed. As a result, it could 
not have played the role of an effective Opposition. The 
Congress (I) has now started playing that role and it 
will do It with no holds barred. It will, in fact, 
Imitate the standards set by those who now adorn the 
Treasury benches when they were in the Opposition. 
The extent to which It would go is obvious from the 
blatant manner in which Mr Stephen supported the 
Emergency. It goes without saving that the tune for 
the Congress (I) m Parliament will be set by Mrs Gandhi. 
The Gongress (1) will concentrate its fire on the Jana 
Sangh within the Janata. Tactically, it will be, perhaps, 
relatively soft towards former Congressmen in the Janata. 


Among the, ottmr^0^o >sition groups the largest are 


jnf 

the CPI£M) and 


r WAS after the split in the Congress which Was 
immediately followed by Congress (I) victories in the 
Assembly elections in southern States that a real, un¬ 
inhibited Opposition was born. The electoral victories 
acted as a great morale-booster for the Congress (I). 
They started to take on the Government on every pos¬ 
sible issue. They began launching an all-out attack on 
the Government. In this process tne best m Mr Stephen 
as a parliamentarian came out. Incidentally, Mr Stephen 
before the Congress split, had turned against Mrs Gandhi. 
But when he saw which way the wind was blowing in 
the South during the election campaign, he switched 
sides. Before that he bargained with Mrs Gandhi that 
he would be made the leader of the Congress (I) group 
in the tok Sabba. After the split most of the important 
CshgtesS leaders in the Lok Sabba like Messrs Chavan, 
BratuhananrU Reddi Hitendra Desai, C. Suhramaniam, 
BK. Barooah, Karan Singh and T. A. Pal stayed back 
in the Congress. Mrs Gandhi readily conceded Mr 
and made him the leader. The other 


. . The CP1(M) has become a 

sarkuri Communist Party as tbe CPI had become during 
Mrs Gandhi’s days. It makes all sorts of noises, but on 
critical occasions never lets the Government down. This 
is because, whatever it might say for public consump¬ 
tion, the CPI(M) leadership’s internal understanding is 
that time is not ripe enough to make them a political 
third alternative. It has taken its collaborationist politics 
so deep that even the irrepressible Mr Jyotirmoy Bosu 
condemned the Indira Congress rather than the State 
Janata Government for the brutal Kanpur firing. The 
experience of the last 16 months Is enough to suggest 
that the CPI(M) should not he counted as an Opposition 
Party for any practical purpose. The political situation 
has not changed to warrant a revision of this understand- 
J n i act « with G«ndhi gaining strength, the 
CPI(M) will act more and more as a reserve force of the 
Janata at the national level. The same is the position of 
the AIADMK. Led by a film actor this political Party 
will always try to be on the right side of the Party in 
power at the Centre. In this situation the mantle of an 

on the 
emergence 

_ _ ___crcdit/lf 4 filter* 

native to the Janata, with no buffer in between. The 
Coi sress’s attempt to emerge as the third force has 
ended in smoke. 
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The only Opposition 


... says UPENDRA VAJPEYI, is Mrs Gandhi. 
Her personality and charisma may have 
something to do with it, but the most im- 

f ortant factor is her tact. She is equally at 
ome in and out of power. 


H AVING mastered the art of springing decisions 
without prior warning, in fact, quite often doing so 
contrary to earlier indications, it must be distressing to 
Mrs Indira Gandhi that she is being superseded in her 
game by some members of her erstwhile retinue. The 
Maharashtra developments may be a pointer. 

Notwithstanding stray discomfitures, it must be said 
to her credit that Mrs Gandhi continues to be the most 
outstanding figure in the country’s public life. Her past, 
present and future are responsible to a considerable ex¬ 
tent for determining the strategy of the ruling Janata 
Party. She is acknowledgedly the principal Opposition 
leader. 


A step further, it is possible to argue that outside 
the Janata, she is the only Opposition to the existing 
power structure. She has not only survived, but also 
recaptured part of her lost ground since the March 1977 
I.ok Sabha Elections. To say that her re-emergence 
from the political graveyard has been due to the failure 
of the Janata Party, docs not undermine her status. In 
a way, it re-establishes her capacities as a popular 
operator. It is doubtful if all the Janata stalwarts 
together can match her dexterity in political craft. 



M RS GANDHI knew she could never be punished 
for the principal offence of subverting the political 
system. But, she had to defend herself against the 
possibilities of petty crimes being proved against her. 
While she had taken the usual precautions in the 
normal course, she would not be completely sure if a 
stray thought on this or that file could establish her 
involvement in bulldozing of houses in Turkman 
Gate or the imprisonment of people whose only offence 
was they silently disagreed with her or the killing of 
innocents in Muzzaffarnagar and other places during, 
the campaign to reduce the birth rate. 


When she was thrown out 16 months ago, her get¬ 
ting a foothold again was considered as improbable as 
her exit from power until she announced the General 
Elections. It is still mystifying why she went in for the 
people’s verdict against the spontaneous declaration 
from an organised crowd at New Delhi’s India Gate 
maidan in 1975 that “Indira is India". Perhaps she was 
testing whether democracy and dictatorship were mutual¬ 
ly exclusive or not. Or, she was experimenting how far 
they could be blended. 

Even those who seek to highlight her image as a 
democrat and hail her decision to hold elections as 
conclusive evidence of her being,a democrat, are unable 
to justify all the actions she took in the wake of the 
Allahabad High Court judgement. The Emergency be* 
came an instrument of subversion. No crime was too 
big if it had the patronage, explicit or implicit, of a 
group of persons close to the Prime Minister. The 
whole country was becoming a virtual *jail. There were 
either prisoners, or jail superintendents, warders and 
other jail officials in different forms. The hope that 
freedom would ever reappear, was evaporating. Ordi¬ 
nary mortals were not expected to pass through the 
road on which Mrs Gandhi’s house was situated, except 
when they were brought on trucks to cheer her more 
than hear her. The hearing part was done by newsmen 
and cameramen for the benefit of those who were not 
supposed to have an unauthorised glimpse of her. 

Three months after the Lok Sabha Elections, several 
State Assemblies went to the polls. Not one Congress 
leader anywhere asked her to campaign for the Party. 
None wanted her to be seen anywhere around, She 
observed the phenomenon, waiting for a fresh opportu¬ 
nity. She could very well see that some of the benefi¬ 
ciaries of the Emergency and junior functionaries in 
the authoritarian regime, having got out of her clutches, 
were planning to disown her. The sword of the Shah 
Commission started dangling over her head. 


Tt may not be known to many that her stray 
thoughts play a very important role in formulating her 
strategy. She is very fond of scribbling notes. During 
her Prime Ministership, her office in the South Block as 
well as in Parliament House, the room where she 
presided over the Cabinet meetings, the vehicle she 
would use, every corner of hrr rooms, not excluding the 
bathroom, were expected to be equipped with a memo 
pad and a pen. As one of her biographers has narrated, 
the basis for her talks with President Nixon came from 
a number of points she had noted down on stray scraps 
of paper at various times. 

At a meeting with the former Sri Lanka Prime 
Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, Mrs. Gandhi 
suddenly thought of her impending visit to Canada and 
scribbled a note to the Foreign Office that a part of her 
address to Parliament In Ottawa should be in French (a 
sizeable number of Canadian MPs being French- 
speaking). In the absence of anything worthwhile, she 
may draw a bird or any other figure. While attending a 
meeting,- howsoever important, there would not be many 
occasions when she has taken notes of the speeches 
made by others. Perhaps, the first time her stray 
thoughts acquired political significance was in J969 
when she sent a note to the Congress president, Mr. 
Nijalangappa reaching Bangalore to attend the histone 
session of the AICC. She herself described the 
observations made In the note as “stray thoughts.'* 

The 1978 Congress split is also said to be based on 
stray thoughts. She had been consistently denying that 
there was any intention on her part to cause a split 
Mr. A. R. Antulay and all others were busy repudiating 
there was any such move. Until the neople assembled 
on January I, she did not know wha" Would be the 
response. Her earlier attempts at .capturing the Party 
having failed, she came to the conclusion that she could 
make the breakaway group more viable with the 
resources she commanded. 5|ie proved right. ’ 






The stolid Mr- Brahmananda Reddi, Mr. Swaran 
Singh, Mr. Y. B. Chavan and ail the rest soon found to 
their dismay that their freedom from her captivity could 
not automatically instil courage in them. Having mauled 
their self-respect during the Emergency, she watched 
how demoralised they had become. They were neither 
able to throw her out of the Party for her crimes, nor 
were they finding it feasible to rededicate themselves to 
the service of the former Prime Minister. On her part, she 
could not lose time. She had to emerge as the Opposi¬ 
tion leader in a democratic set up to win international, 
if not national, sympathy to overcome the findings of the 
Shah Commission. 

Her calculations came out considerably true. Her 
whirlwind tours ot Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka made 
her "Hand” sweep the polls. In Maharashtra, she 
managed to get enough seats to collaborate with the 
Chavan-Reddi-Swaran Singh Congress to form a coalition 
Government and engineer a move for the reunification 
of two Congresses under her leadership. In Parliament 
as well as in the States, there were people who felt it was 
safe to be with her if the Janata Government developed 
cold feet in taking her to task. The Opposition leader¬ 
ship passed on from the Congress to Congress (I) In 
both Houses of Parliament The by-election to the Lok 
Sabha from Azamgarh and the two by-elections to the 
UP Assembly in May further confirmed her position. 

And yet, Mrs. Gandhi's stray thoughts told her she 
needed more support. The preliminary probes made 
her feel that if she accepted the pre-splii situation, the 
stalwarts in the official Congress would not recognise 
her as the supreme leader, which position she enjoyed 
in the Congress (Indira). A number of middle-rank 
Congress leaders, including some belonging to the 
Thursday Club which had earlier put up a tough resis¬ 
tance to her renewed ascendancy, started the exercise 
of the merger of the two Congresses. While the move 


was gaining momentum, the more senior leaders were 
Watching how soon the Government would Initiate action 
on the Shah Commission's findings. 

I N the meantime, the Maharashtra developments 
coupled with the CBI move to accord greater 
credibility to law by taking the first step to prosecute 
Mrs. Gandhi, have caused a setback to her. Incidentally, 
the intra-Party conflicts in the Janata Party have not 
gone to her advantage. Presumably, it Is because the 
minority group headed by Mr. Charan Singh wants her 
to be arrested under MISA, which will make the Go¬ 
vernment expedite its action under the normal laws of 
the land. 

If the Janata Party has not split, Mrs. Gandhi 
can substantially take credit for it. She is one of the 
biggest cementing factors. Her overt and covert moves 
would leave no sensible person In doubt that her 
democratic fervour will not come in her way if she hap¬ 
pens to seize power again. The unfinished tasks of the 
Emergency are beckoning her to demonstrate how 
democracy can become an instrument of absolute power. 
She will not commit the mistake of going to polls again. 

If she escapes the clutches of law, she will pose a 
major threat to the present rulers who are more used 
to the ways of Opposition. She may still be kept at bay 
to save the country From recurrence of the dark days, 
if a more reasonable alignment of forces takes place 
in the Janata Party. Her disappearance from the scene 
for a long period on legal grounds may mean a total 
eclipse of her Party, because in her dispensation no one 
else matters. Until then, she will continue to dominate 
the scene, one way or the other. With no buffer in bet¬ 
ween. she will be alone in the field against the Janata. 
The Congress’ attempt to emerge as the third force has 
ended in smoke. 


Indian National Congress, R.I.P? 


T HE Congress is dead, long live the Congress. 

Paradoxically, the process of killing the Party 
started in 1969 when it was sought to be rejuvenat¬ 
ed under the charismatic leadership of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. Even those who harboured reservations 
about her, found it more convenient and desirable 
to be with her. The convenience stemmed from the 
fact that she was the Prime Minister. The desir¬ 
ability stemmed from the negative value projected 
by the decaying stalwarts who seemed to nave out¬ 
lived their utility. With all the mass media at her 
command. Mrs Gandhi successfully campaigned that 
she wanted to undertake several socialistic measures 
which were being thwarted by Morarji-Nijalinganpa- 
S. K. Patil-C. B. Gupta-Atulya Ghosh and r y, 
who were popularly described as the “ 

As if to prove her right and them rong, 

the Syndicate bosses opposed the abolition of privy 
purses. Mr Morarji Desai, who had resigned from 
the Cabinet after being divested of the Finance port¬ 
folio, expressed, serious reservations about bank 
nationalisation also. According to him, social con¬ 
trol,, which he Understood more than he could make 
others understand, adequately fed the purpose. Ex- 

S ert in the craft of propaganda, the GP1 joined 
ahds with Mrs Gandhi and worked out a strategy 
by which it could influence the levers of power, if 
not directly control them. Whatever the claims of 
its promoters in the new situation, as a Party, the 
Congress(O), started steadily moving into oblivion. 
Fdr the people, the Congress led by Mrs Indira 
Gandhi was the Congress. If any additional evidence 
was called for, the Lok Sabha elections of 1971 and 
the Assembly election of 1972 provided It 

The Government having become all powerful, 


the role of Party was gradually eroded — there 
was practically no membership after 1972. The 
main task of the Congress president was not mobi¬ 
lising popular support, but finding out scapegoats for 
the Government’s failures. The invisible CIA began 
unfolding its operations in India to him. 


A completely unexpected situation arose when 
the Party was swept off its feet in March, 1977 with 
Mrs Indira Gandhi herself losing the election. The 
Party failed to rise to the occasion because its lea¬ 
ders had lost all stamina under her overpowering 
personality which left them few options. 

Surprisingly, there is no evidence that the Con¬ 
gress proposes to revise its rapport with the people. 
It is still busy hobnobbing with its old master. Its 
only achievement so far is that it has not surrendered 
itself completely. It i* 'iteresting to note that the 
Janata Party began ■- Mrs Gandhi left off. 


Without any governmental apparatus to fall 
D«ck on, the Congress should reilise that it 
can survive only if it goes tc the people. 
Let there not be over-dependenct on ■ ney- 
bags Avho will automatically go where p.-wer 
I ,es i “ * s time a strategy is worked out 

to Junction as a responsible and.effective Opposition 
which the country has not witnessed since it became 

SSSrU * rom li »c Maharashtra 

debacle. To do so, it will be necessary to develop 

LiK. Sh Sh ' P £" d fs , {ablish meaningful liaison 
youth, working class and kisans: It is not 

w°ik, °o sxsr;?? ,s cmsT!ss 

UPENDRA VAJPEYI 
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Raj Narain: Back to wrestling ? 


After a year-long spell of Ministership, Raj 
Narain is, for all purposes, back in the Op¬ 
position. UDAYAN SHARMA says this ve¬ 
teran of many political battles is now 
once again his former self, thanks to his 
feelings for his 'Guru 1 , Chaudhury Charan 
Singh. 

A S A MEMBER of the Opposition, Mr Raj Narain bad 
the dubious record of being evicted the maximum 
number of times from the floor of the House. It was 
not uncommon to find him on the streets, demonstrating 
along with students against the Congress Government. 
He was the object of terror to many a Congress Mini¬ 


ster and became, in northern India, » living symbol of 
opposition for all that the Nehru jdan stood for. 

It was he who initiated the process of dislodging Mrs 
Indira Gandhi’s regime from the Centre, although, after 
Independence, he spent the maximum time in jail. The 
happiest moment of his political life came on March 21, 
1977 when he defeated Mrs Gandhi at the polls. What 
happened to him after that was a process of reversal. 
He started behaving like a buffoon and his public out¬ 
bursts and irrelevant remarks never did justify bis posi¬ 
tion of authority. He was termed a court jester ana in 
IS months, the real Raj Narain had submerged. He 
spoke nonsense most of the time; so much so that his 
sheerest remarks were treated with suspicion. In his 
brief tenure in office he made a fool of himself. Even 
Mr Chitrangad Singh, his special assistant, began beha¬ 
ving like Mrs Gandhi’s much-maligned Additional PS, 


India's Most Privileged 


A MY Indian of 25 years of age 
and above can constitutional¬ 
ly be the member of India’s most 
prestigious exclusive club, the 
Parliament. But he will have to 
know how to win friends and 
gain popular support. Once he 
can successfully overcome this 
‘but’, he will become an MP 
(Most Privileged). 

Privileged he is. He will get a 
monthly salary of Rs. 500, Rs. 51 
daily allowance {or each day’s 
sitting of Parliament or any of 
its committees, a house in New 
Delhi at a nominal rent, sufficient 
number of free telephone calls, 
free medical facilities for self 
and family, a first class all-India 
railway pass and travel allowan¬ 
ces for attending Parliament’s or 
parliamentary committee’s meet¬ 
ings. The Most Privileged have 
their own quota of cars, best 
quality tea, Delhi Milk Scheme’s 
ghee, butter and ice cream. They 
can have their meals at the 
heavily subsidised Parliament 
canteen, they need not stand in 
queue with the people who have 
sent them to this exclusive club 
for buying their railway or air 
tickets. There is a special coun¬ 
ter for them in Parliament House 
itself. 

If they wish to go for farming, 
they can always jump the long 
queue of tractor-buyers; they 
have their own quota for tractors 
too. The first set of consumer 
products made by any public 
sector unit generally go to them. 

What is more, they can always 
decide their own salary. If they 
have not raised their salary to 
the level of what the Members 
of Parliament in rich countries get 
it is not because they don’t feel 


the need for that to enable them 
to "discharge their obligation to 
the people.” The hesitation came 
because of the apprehended ad¬ 
verse reaction of the people. Jn 
September, 1975, when the news 
papers were under a strict sur¬ 
veillance of the censor big bro¬ 
thers, the members quietly added 
additional privileges for them¬ 
selves which cost the nation Rs. 
500 a month per member. The two 
Houses of Parliament together 
have 750 members. The nation 
was not allowed to know that 
their .representatives have acquir¬ 
ed some more facilities to serve 
them better because the censor 
officer told us that salaries and 
allowances of' MPs are of “no 
concern" to the reading public. 

What are these high and 
mighty people supposed to do? 
Theoretically they are there to 
ventilate the sufferings of the 
Deople they represent and help 
the Government formulate its 
policy through debate and dis¬ 
cussion. Some of them genuine¬ 
ly strive to do so and occasionally 
help in the formulation of the 
policies of the Government Some 
of these alert members do block 
many obnoxious laws, force the 
Government to amend some or at 
least expose to the people 
the implications of such laws 
to the unwary citizens. But 
the percentage of those who uti¬ 
lise their position to serve the 
people in any house of Parliament 
will not be more than 20. The 
bulk of the members are silent 
spectators to the interesting 
drama that frequently goes on in 
the House. Their presence is 
felt only on crucial votes when 
the fate of a Bill, or the Govern¬ 
ment, has to be decided. This 
silent majority hardly bothers 


about what is happening in the 
House; they are there to enjoy 
the rights and privileges offered 
to the members of this exclusive 
club. Tons and tons of valuable 
documents and reports prepared 
laboriously for them to know 
what is happening in the country 
are simply ignored as soon as 
they come out of Parliament 
House. There were allegations 
raised on the floor of the House 
that many MPs even sub-let 
their subsidised houses at an ex 
orbitantly high rent. 

Overtly the members are divi¬ 
ded on Party basis. This is but 
natural in the system of parlia¬ 
mentary democracy we practice. 
But of late, a new line-up is be¬ 
coming evident which cuts across 
Party lines. Of these the most 
healthy one is State loyalty: 
members belonging to different 
political Parties but coming from 
the same State come together 
to press for some genuine de¬ 
mands of the State. Members 
from the southern States, Punjab 
and Maharashtra are particularly 
active In this regard. But there are 
other groups and lobbies to pro¬ 
pagate the cause of a particular 
industry, or what is worse, some 
industrial houses. At one time, 
it used to be said openly that one 
particular industrial house hod 
as many as ISO "friends” in Par¬ 
liament. Their speeches and 
questions is the House, if scruti¬ 
nised carefully, will indicate 
where their loyalty lies. During 
one debate, a member went to 
the scandalous extent of pointing 
out bow a particular automobile 
manufacturing plant had achieved 
spectacular success in manufac¬ 
turing automobile engines indige¬ 
nously. It was apparent whose 
brief he was holding. 
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Mr R. K. Dhawan. It was soon patently clear that Mr 
Raj Narain was not born to be a cog in the Establish¬ 
ment and that he is best suited to the Opposition. 

After being ousted from office, the real Raj Narain 
seems to be making a conscious comeback. He has started 
talking sensibly, his face is brighter; he has regained his 
old- fighting mood. It is also interesting to note that he 
began this comeback on June 25 this year. On that 
day, true to his distinctive style, he sided with youths 
against Mr Shanta Kumar, the Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister. He defied Section 144, challenged local autho¬ 
rities and supported the Yuva Janata workers in Simla. 
For the first time after being inducted in the Union 
Cabinet, he was fighting for the cause which was dear 
to him and was at his best that day. 


Mr Raj Narain and the Opposition are made for 
each other. He cannot survive without agitating and 
(Opposing. The son of a farmer from Motikat in Vara- 
tnasi, he threw himself into politics when he was just a 
student. He was a member of various student organisa¬ 
tions that fought against the British and during the 


Quit India movement he led a group of youths that ran¬ 
sacked the Varanasi railway station. For his part in 
that activity, he spent three years in jail undergoing 
rigorous imprisonment. Thus started his political lif" 
from Acharya Narendra Deo Cuaudhury Outran Singh 
Via Dr Rammanohar Lohia. 


How will he behave in the Parliament now? The. is 
a hypothetical argument, but the mood at his residence 
indicates that he is preparing himself for his original 
role of an Opposition leader. There is pressure on him 
from supporters to join the Opposition and that is pre¬ 
cisely where he can work miracles. In Indian politics, 
nothing succeeds like theatrical exposure mixed with 
some sensible handiwork. For a man with several strong 
qualities as well as weaknesses, he should exploit his 
direct communication with the masses, at which he is a 
pastmaster. He is certainly an authority on religion 
and philosophy and his rustic psyche is capable of win¬ 
ning him lakhs of fans. However, he will have to .shrug 
off his chamchas and his frequent tantrums; his style of 
living is most unsuited to that of the Delhi sahibs. 



New Delhi’s Parliament House: "The bulk of the members 
are silent spectators to the interesting drama that frequently 
goes on in the House.” 


The limit was crossed in the 
now ill-famed TuJmohan Ram 
case. The elderly Member of 
Lok Sabha from Bihar not only 
utilised his good relations with 
Lalit Narayan Mishra, in getting 
a licence for some parties in 
Goa, but he also went to the ex¬ 
tent of forging the signatures of 
some of his parliamentary tea- 
gucs to put pressure on the Mi¬ 
nister in favour of those parties. 
The issue rocked both Houses of 
Parliament for some time. Par¬ 
liament’s normal business came 
to a standstill and demands were 
raised for Mr. Tulmoban _ Ram s 
expulsion from the Parliament. 
The Issue was subse : mntly over¬ 
shadowed by other events leading 
to the imposition of Emergency 
and the total stifling of the voice 
of Parliament. 

Over the last 25 years, the 
exclusiveness of tills prestigious 
club has been considerably erod¬ 


ed. It is no longer the preserve 
•of lawyers whose masterly ora¬ 
tory once used to keep the visitors 
spellbound. The days of illus¬ 
trious parliamentarians, speaking 
from a high pedestal in Oxbridge 
English are over. Their places 
have now been filled with bard- 
boiled politicians with their hands 
on the pulse of the people they 
represent. The Jyotirraoy Bosus, 
Madhu Limayes, Samar Guhas 
and Raj Narains are far away 
from the Shyamaprasad Mooker- 
jees, Jawaharlal Nehrus and Govind 
Batlav Pants of yesteryears. To 
them any stick is good enough to 
beat a non-responsive Government 
with; it is the ultimate results 
that they value. Debates are no 
longer Parliament's finest hours. 
It Is the zero hour, generally bet 
ween 12 noon and lunch break, 
that has become the headline-giver 
for Parliament proceedings. Alas, 
many of the stormy petrels of 
Parliament are today on Govern¬ 


ment benches and this has taken 
away their teeth. Most of the 
debates today have becume dull 
and uninspiring. 

Has Parliament been able suc¬ 
cessfully to iormulate Govern¬ 
ment policies? The answer will 
be “yes” as well as “no”. When 
the Party in power does not have 
a massive majority. Parliament 
has greatly influenced the Go¬ 
vernment’s policies. A recent 
example is that Of the Preventive 
Detention Act following the split 
in the Congress in 1969 when Mrs 
Gandhi's Government had to de¬ 
pend on the support of the Left 
Opposition. The Act had to be 
dropped because the Left Parties 
would not support it. But when 
in the 1971 elections, Mrs. Gandhi 
came back with a huge majority, 
the Act with more stringent 
powers was brought back with 
the new name of MISA, Parlia¬ 
ment’s biggest failure in recent 
time was m allowing the imposi¬ 
tion of internal Emergency. The 
Opposition, Its strength terribly 
depleted with the arrests of many 
of its top leaders, did give a 
fight. But the silent majority of 
the ruling Party lent their sup¬ 
port in approving this measure. 
Many of them secretly expressed 
their apprehension against the 
measure. But it was the fear 
complex and blind Party loyalty 
that made them acquiesce in the 
ushering of a semi-fascist rule in 
the country. Mere constitutional 
protection may not be sufficient 
in preventing the recurrence of 
the 1975 tragedy. The ma¬ 
jority of the members of the 
august Parliament will have to 
be more responsive to the wishes 
and aspirations of the people. 
Only then will this exclusive club 
play its vital role for which it was 
created and for the maintenance 
of which the poor people of this 
country spend so much. 

SUNIL BASU 
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Behind Mr Haj Narain’s buffoonery there is a shrewd 
schemer. He is a well-read politician, who has survived 
on the Indian political scene despite the hatred and 
opposition of others. Mr Raj Narain in the Opposition 
would be a terror to the Janata. Party Government and 
former Congress ministers are well aware of this fact. 
Even Mr Charan Singh had a taste of it in 1969. His 
Close friend from 1969 to 1973, Mr C. B. Gupta also 
had a taste of it when Mr Raj Narain once snatched the 
Gandhi cap from his head. 

Now, if Mr Raj Narain wants to recapture his full 
strength, he must get rid of the Chandra Swamys and 
P. N. Kapoors, for it is these tantrics who have destroy¬ 
ed his fighting spirit. His casual visits to Agra for -a 
dorshan of Sawai Bhava are also harmful to his image. 

While Mr Charan Singh has renounced his own 
posture of defiance, Mr Raj Narain is still very much 
the fighter. On July 13 he readily agreed to come out 
of his house and address a meeting of his supporters— 
farmers who h$d come to Delhi with the intention of 
hearing the Chaudhury speak. When the Chaudhury 


With all his weaknesses and shortcomings, (he be¬ 
lieves in creating problems for his, mentors right from 
Dr. Lohia to Chaudhury Charan Singh), he is still very 
much the idea] Opposition to the Congress cult. His 
challenge to the Congress is unhindered by any impu¬ 
rities. He is the leading figure among a select few 
(two or three only) who never succumbed to the lures 
of Congress rule. He is the only leader in the Janata 
Party who had his legs fractured on several occasions 
during police lathi charges while participating in anti- 
Congress demonstrations. 


His vulgar style of politics has very often over¬ 
shadowed its more positive aspects. Present rulers re¬ 
member that though the Opposition in UP was insignifi 
cant, this did not deter Mr Raj Narain, who was capable 
of disrupting the proceedings entirely on his own. It was 
a common enough feature to see him being carried out 
of the Assembly by the marshals. 

While Mr Raj Narain on the Treasury benches 
looks like a fool, Raj Narain in the Opposition is with¬ 
out parallel. 


What are the Young Turks doing ? 


D URING the crisis days of 1969, names of Messrs 
Chandrashekhar, Krishan Kant, Mohan Dharia, 
and Ram Dhan were splashed all over the media. 
They played the most important role in giving Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi ,a Left radical image. These young 
MPs, who were talking fearlessly on economic issues 
and social problems, were baptized as “Young Turks.” 

This same set of socialists who were responsible 
for building up Mrs. Gandhi’s image in 1969 challenged 
her openly in the early part of 1975. Chandrashekhar 
and company waged a war against the CPI elements 
within the Congress. They tried to nip in the bud the 
authoritarian trends of Mrs. Gandhi. 

In return they got the dismissal of Mr. Mohan 
Dharia from the Council of Ministers. Mrs. Gandhi 
•was determined not to have a dialogue with JP while 
these Young Turks were all out for JP. Some people 
in Mrs. Gandhi’s camp led by Messrs Shashi Bhushan, 
D. K. Barooah, Satpal Kapoor and Raghunatha Reddy 
were demanding the ouster of the Chandrashekhar 
group from the Congress. Mr. D. K. Barooah and Co. 
declared that the Chandrashekhar group was a “bunch 
of reactionaries”. But the Young Turks were un¬ 
deterred. They fought bravely for a change in social 
values and the political system. 

Mr Ram Dhan and Mr Krishan Kant headed the 
war council of Mr Chandrashekhar. Mr Ram Dhan 
was the most blunt among the hawks. During an 
interview in April, 1975, he said that there was every 
possibility of Mrs. Gandhi imposing an emergency with 
the connivance of the CPI. They had fought for Mrs 
, Gandhi against Mr Morarji Desai in 1969. In 1975 
they were fighting against the authoritarian trends of 
Mrs Indira Gandhi. 

What are the Young Turks doing today ? The 
Government has changed but they are still in the 
ruling Party, thanks to the unavoidable circumstances. 
Their roles have changed. Mr Chandrashekhar is 
heading the ruling Party. Mr. Krishan Kant, Mr. 
Mohan Dharia and Mr Ram Dhan are defending the 
same man at whom they threw all sorts of political 
dirt in 1969. Now they cannot talk in an anti-Estab- 
lishment tone. 

Mr Chandrashekhar, who fought against two 
Party presidents, Mr. Nijalingappa and Mr. D. K. 



“Chandrashekhar, who fought against Nijalingappa and 
D. K. Barooah, is compelled to defend hit oum engir.” 


Barooah, is compelled to defend bis own chair. Mr. 
Chandrashekhar is speaking in terms of Party disci¬ 
pline. Mr Krishan Kant Is condemned to praise 
Morarjibhai. Mr Ram Dhan tried to maintain the 
image of an angry Young Turk. But he is in search 
of a new target after the ouster of Mr Charan Singh. 

In the first week of July, when I met Mr 
Chandrashekhar at a dinner, I asked just one question: 
“Netaji, are you sure that you are not repeating 1969? 
You made Mrs Gandhi and she, in 1975, threw you 
out. Do you think the present PM will treat you 
better? Will he ever forgive you for what you did to 
him in 1969?” 

He just smiled. The cOloiir of his face changed 
for a moment. But he was in bis element again. This 
positive aspect of the character of Messrs Chandra¬ 
shekhar, Krishan Kant and Ram Dhan sees them 
through in every turmoil. 


UDAYAN SHARMA 


14 




Pawar Power in Maharashtra 


r pHC slick coup that overthrew the four month and 
1 ten-day old Congress-Congress (I) coalition Ministry 
headed by Mr Vasantdada Patil in Maharashtra was the 
triumph of youth and impetuosity over age and indeci¬ 
siveness. In Maharashtra politics, money plays as domi¬ 
nant a role as caste. It was a fight between sugar barons 

Sharad 
gar facto- 
ipporter Mr Anna- 
saheb Shinde controls Ahmednagar. So they were an 
equal match for the sugar barons that prop the Vasant¬ 
dada group of the Congress. The sugar lobby has always 
played an important role in Maharashtra's Ministry-mak¬ 
ing. 



The inevitable happened. The tenuous coalition with 
a wafer-thin majority that functioned under the ominious 
shadow of 12, Willingdon Crescent, New Delhi, collapsed 
like the Hatha Yogi who plonked into the water tank 
after promising to walk on water. 


While the collapse of the Vasantdada Ministry was 
not as spectacular, it did, however, have the exciting 
element of surprise. Mr Patil had told newsmen on 
July 12, the day Mr Sharad Pawar handed in his resig¬ 
nation. that "I didn’t know about it till 12.45 p.m. today. 
1 had not expected it.” Desperate at the thought ot 
lasing the Chief Ministership for which be had literally 
bartered away his soul to Mrs Indira Gandhi. Mr Patil 
looked for help from the Congress High Command. He 
clung to the Party’s high command over the telephone 
wires like it was the last straw. But naturally the high 
command could not help. He had burnt his bridges with 
them and the high priest. Mr Y. B. Chavan. 


Mr Chandrashekhar is a close friend of the Patils 
and if the Congress coalition did come into existence 
last March it was only due to the dithering of Mr 
Chandrashekhar vis-a-vis bis predelictions towards the 
Patils'. This time Mr Chandrashekhar acted wisely and 
Mrs Shalinitai Patil came back empty-handed. 


Those who act first obviously have greater chances 
of winning and having taken the plunge, Mr Sharad 
Pawar came out the winner. The element of surprise 
completely unnerved the Chief Minister and his Con¬ 
gress (I) deputy, Mr Nasikrao Tirpude. After hectic 
consultations mostly with have-beens and jilted politicians, 
Mr Rajni Patel and Mr A. R. Antulay, Mr Tirpude 
volunteered to pull out of the coalition and support Mr 
Vasantdada Patil’s Congress ministry. He tried to get 
this message across to Mr Sharad Pawar in vain. Ac¬ 
cording to both Congress (I) and Congress circles, both 
Parties had declared that Janata Party was their Enemy 
Number One. Mr Pawar had said this on several oc¬ 
casions add the Congress Working Committee said it 
officially as late as June 18. According to them the 
Janata Party is a Party of capitalists and therefore Pub¬ 
lic Enemy Number One. Mr Tirpude wondered that if 
Mr Pawar’s grouse is that the Congress (I) was under¬ 
mining the strength of the Congress by being in the 
coalition what was he doing with the lanata Party? 
There are no clear-cut answers to such questions. Hiere 
is only one truth, as the late President De Gaulle of 
France said, that there were no permanent friends and 
enemies, only permanent interests. 


OLGA TELUS 


Over the months Mr Patil had persisted in talks of 
unity with Congress (I) to the embarassment of Mr Y. B. 
Chavan, who stomached it because he had not the fight¬ 
ing spirit of youth and he was not sure of his following. 
He left it to Mr Sharad Pawar, to whom he gave his 
experience and advice. As Mr Pawar carried on a voci¬ 
ferous campaign against unity with Congress (I), Mr 
Patil and the ambitious former Chief Minister, Mr 
Vasantrao Naik, however, could see their dusty futures 
only in the clutches of Mrs Gandhi. Besides being op¬ 
portunists and political manoeuverers, they saw the 
spectacular rise of Mrs Gandhi since the last State As¬ 
sembly elections in the southern States as the proverbial 
writing on the wall and decided to jump on her band¬ 
wagon. Unity talks were only a face saving device which 
Mrs Gandhi herself was not willing to provide them 
with. 


The younger Congressmen led by Mr Sharad Pawar 
Were impatient with the unity talks and wanted an end 
to it, but in the Congress Working Committee, where 
such decisions are finalised, they did not have the re¬ 
quisite strength. The issue was clinched only when 
Mrs Gandhi said quite categorically last month in 
Ahmedabad that she was not for unity talks. Besides, 
Mrs Gandhi’s Party in Maharashtra had also started 
losing ground. Congress (I)’s only foothold in Vidar- 
bha, where it was the strongest, was weakened by its 
poor performance in the municipal elections which re¬ 
flect the grassroot support of any Party. 

Shrewd as he is, Mr Patil did redognise this and 
In the first week of July announced that he was no lon¬ 
ger interested in unity talks. Perhaps he had some 
inkling that Mr Sharad Pawar was engaged in talks with 
Janata Party leaders, Mr Chandrashekhar, Mr George 
Fernandes and Mr Madhu Limaye. Mr Patil, therefore, 
sent his wife Shalinitai to Mr Chandrashekhar on a prob¬ 
ing mission. 
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Delhi under Emergency— 
the Jagmohan version 


Former vice-chairman of the Delhi 
Development Authority, JAGMOHAN, 
answers his critics. 


K ULDIP NAyAR’S book, The Judgement, refers to the 
DDA in two instances. One relates to the demolitions 
of the lawyers’ chambers in Tis Hazari and the other to 
“150 deaths in the Turkman Gate incident.” Both the 
references are wrong. The DDA had nothing to do with 
the demolition of lawyers’ chambers in Tis Hazari or in 
New Delhi courts. So far as the Turkman Gate incident 
is concerned, it was caused by a strong emotional re¬ 
action to the family planning campaign. The number 
of rioters killed was six. Five of them had come from 
distant localities. Only one belonged to the Turkman 
Gate area and he, too, was not affected by the clearance 
operation. 

In her book, Two Faces of fndira Gandhi, Uma 
Vasudev relied solely on hearsay evidence. She merely 
put within inverted commas what Inder Mohan told her. 
She did not try to locate any documentary evidence or 
check up the veracity of Inder Mohan's version from 
other sources. 


Inder Mohan goes about as a social worker. He Is 
prone to exaggerations and coins imaginary stories to 
suit his ends. In a write-up in Seminar (June 1977), he 
deliberately gave a false figure of 300 dead in the Turk¬ 
man Gate incident, that is, 50 times the actual number 1 


Inder Mohan has tried to link me and Sanjay 
Gandhi to the Jama Masjid clearance plan by referring 
to the estimates of Bs 1.80 crores for the construction 
of a shopping complex in Painwala. I cannot say any¬ 
thing about Inder Mohan’s discussions with Sanjay or 
his arrpst. So far as Inder Mohan’s story relating to 
me is concerned, it is false and imaginary. He says, 
and Uma Vasudcva quotes him faithfully, that the 
figure of Bs IDO crores was mentioned by me as well 
as Sanjay Gandhi. The facts are that no project with 
any architectural and engineering drawings and other 
details had been formulated. The question of preparing 
any financial estimates, without any basic drawings and 
data, could never arise. The extent to which imagi¬ 
nary stories have been coined by Inder Mohan, and 
used by Uma Vasudev, would be evident from her re¬ 
ference to Inder Mohan’s meeting with inc on Septem¬ 
ber 19, 1975 in my “spacious office” on the eighteenth 
floor of Vikas Minar. She did not know that DDA’s 
office shifted to Vikas Minar in July 1976, that is, about 
nine months after Inder Mohan’s alleged meeting with 
me. Even after shifting to Vikas Minar, my office was 
on the fifth floor. Inder Mohan obviously relied too 
much on his imagination. 


\ Inder Mohan’s hostility to me could be partly due 
to misunderstanding and partly to his frustration. For 
some time, Inder Mohan was friendly to me, and 1 
thought that he was genuinely interested in the social 
welfare work in the. Jama Masjid area. He even persua- 


Edited excerpts from the ‘'Island of 1 
mohan (Vikas Publishing House, IU. 35). 
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ded me to give him a short-term job in the DDA. But 
after some time, I was given to understand that Inder 
Mohan was trying to buikl, for personal and political 
reasons, a pocket of influence among the shopkeepers 
of the Jama Masjid complex. He and his friend, Siraj 
Piracha, started using my name for the purpose. Two 
prominent local leaders and a group of shopkeepers 
protested to me. I thought it prudent to keep Inder 
Mohan and Siraj Piracfa at a distance. I had, 
also started asking the question : if Inder Mohan 
was really interested in genuine social work, 
why was he confining himself to petty politics 
of a few shopkeepers of Jama Masjid staircases alone, 
particularly when some local leaders had started accus¬ 
ing him of political ambitions and doubting his bona- 
lides after the February 1975 riots in Jama Masjid 7 
Why did he not move to various squatter settlements 
where there was a much greater scope for doing social 
work ? 

All these developments seem to have annoyed 
Inder Mohan, and explain his attitude of hostility. He 
has, moreover, a vested interest in justifying all the 
false _ and exaggerated stories he has been circulating 
to his friends in the Press. He and Siraj Piracha 
were seen in the premises of the Shah Commission 
tutoring and prompting witnesses from Turkman Gate 
and Jama' Masjid area. They did everything possible 
to demoralize and defame ine. 


Taking advantage of the vitiated atmosphere and 
knowing full well that I had no access to the Press 
to refute his false and frivolous allegations, Inder 
Mohan published a highly scurriluus article against 
me in Mainstream. The ostensible objective was tio 
create prejudice against me in the minds of persons 
jn authority. He nlso accused me falsely of demolish¬ 
ing Kalan Mahal, supposedly a historic building where 
Shahjahan is rumoured to have stayed. The building 
was not a protected monument. It was in total ruin 
and in occupation of squatters. It was acquired in 
1965 by the Directorate of Education, Delhi Adminis¬ 
tration, for constructing two new school buildings at 
the site. The prejudice of Inder Mohan impelled him 
to accuse me even for the decision which the Delhi 
Administration took as far back as 1965. All that the 
DDA did in the matter was to provide alternative 
accommodation to the slum-dwellers and squatters who 
were precariously perched against the crumbling walls 
of the dangerous and dilapidated buildings. 

The fact that even elementary care has not been 
taken to ascertain the correct position is also evident 
from what Uma Vasudev writes about my awards She 
says, “His controversial role during the Emergency 
finds an ironical twist in the fact that he was awarded 
the Padma Shri for his ‘significant contribution in the 
formulation and implementation of the Delhi Master 
Plan, for playing a pioneering role in the planning and 
implementation of their development projects, and for 
breaking new grounds in the matter of slum clearances’.” 
The award was given to me not during the Emergency, 
but on January 26 1 971. 

Mankekar’s book, Daclrna and Fall of Indira 
■Gandhi, contains, besides the concocted story' of Banjit 
Hotel, stories based upon Inder Mohan’s false and 
slanted versions. Mankekur also made some reckless 




statements. Without giving any details, he says, 
“Hundred of them (squatters) fell sick and died.” I 
can assert with confidence, and on the basis of records, 
that not a single person died due to the shifting. 
From the comparison of the conditions prevailing in 
the pre-resettlement sites and the resettlement colo¬ 
nies, it wogld be clear even to the most prejudicial 
observer that the environments of 'the latter wifere far 
more conducive to healthy living than those of the 
former. 

The manner in which scant respect has been shown 
to the facts would also be evident from the superficial 
observations of Mankekar about Munirka lands. He 
says, “They (landowners) were paid compensation at 
the rate of Rs 2 or Rs 1.50 per square yard. The Delhi 
Development Authority later charged Rs 100 to Rs 150 
for the same land.” 

The facts are that the undeveloped land was 
acquired by paying compensation determined by the 
courts on the basis of market value prevailing at the 
time of notification, and two bed-room flats, with a 
separate living and drawing room, kitchen, bath, lounge 
and a verandah were allotted to the individuals in the 
middle-income group at prices ranging from Rs 40,000 
to Rs 45,000. This included the cost of development, 
of land, provision of municipal services, and commu¬ 
nity facilities like parks and school sites, and construc¬ 
tion of the flat itself. In fact, the boot is on the other 
leg. Whereas the allottees of the DDA flats are paying 
about Rs 400 per month as hire-purchase instalments, 
the prevailing rent in the locality is Rs 600 to Rs 700 
per month. In other words, the allottees are virtually 
earning a premium of Rs 200 to Rs 300 per 
month without undergoing the usual problems 
that a private house builder has to face 

in Delhi. This is a classic illustration 
of the fact that, in oar set-up, those who try to 
solve some basic social problem get brickbats, while 
those who sit back and do nothing either get away 

with their indolence and lack of initiative or at the 

most get a mild, casual, reprimand of a general nature. 

Incidentally, Mankekar himself is a beneficiary of the 
land allotted to the cooperative societies on a no-pro¬ 
fit-no-loss basis. 


What the authors of Emergency books 
have written is not history, not even 
instant history, but a hasty, prejudiced, 
careless and one-sided version salted 
and spiced by sensationalism. 


rySLHJ Under Emergency is another book in the 
eJ same genre. It claims to give an exhaustive, “blow 
by blow” account of the Turkman Gate incident But 
actually it ignores the background as well its vital 
aspects. It is more factual. It speaks through persons 
specially "selected" to say what the authors had al¬ 
ready decided to write. For instance, they present a 
very -dark picture of Mangolpuri Resettlement Colony 
through one Dwarka Prasad. Yet, this is the colony 
which elected a Congress candidate in the Municipal 
Corporation election of June 1977 with an overwhelm¬ 
ing majority, when most of the other constituencies 
Voted against the Congress. I am not concerned with 
the Congress victory or defeat. All that I wish to 
demonstrate is that the account of John Dayal and 
A joy Bose about the conditions of living in the resettle¬ 
ment Colony of Mangolpuri is false. Had conditions 
been as bad as the authors niake out and the resettl¬ 
es so bitter as they want us to believe would they 
have voted so enthusiastically, for. Sajjan Kumar, Con¬ 
gress candidate, particularly when he had whole¬ 
heartedly Supported the clearance-cum-resettlement 
drive ? The truth is that the squatters, who were pre- 
vtagsly living in otter misery in scattered clusters with 
practical^, no civic amenities, were overwhelmed by 


the benefits of resettlement and development and ex¬ 
pressed their gratitude in no uncertain terms. 

Daval and Bose have also made naive observations 
about the DDA’s role and functions in regard to imple¬ 
mentation of the Master Plan and the development 
schemes envisaged under it. I am convinced that like 
other authors, they have not made even an elementary 
study of the subject. The task assigned to the DDA was 
not merely housing, as Dayal and Bose assert, but plan¬ 
ned development of the capital. The residential, industrial, 
commercial, ‘'green,” and institutional components of 
the plan have been earmarked under the statute, and 
the DDA had not developed any commercial slant. It 
has auctioned, as it has been auctioning since 1962, 
commercial sites. So far as residential land is con¬ 
cerned. no more than one per cent has been sold 
through auction restricted to those who have no other 
plot or house in Delhi. The remaining 99 per cent 
residential land has been disposed of at fixed rates, 
worked out on no-profit-no-loss basis. 

Michael Henderson’s book Experiment with Untruth 
is another untrue account based upon the version of 
the story-teller, Inder Mohan, who is the common deno¬ 
minator of all the exaggerations and falsehood. 

David Selbourne, author of An Eye to India, goes 
still further. According to him, 25,000 people are 
understood to have suffered in the suburban relocation 
for which compulsory sterilization was a pre-condition. 
All these observations are based on rumours and not on 
facts. In not a single case was compulsory steriliza¬ 
tion made a pre-condition for allotment of land or a 
plot to those who were affected by the clcarance-cum- 
resettleinent operations. Some additional incentives 
were provided for the family planning campaign of the 
Delhi Administration but in no case was allotment of 
an alternative flat or a plot denied to a person who was 
covered by the DDA’s clearance-cum-resettlement opfe- 
ration. 

It is, indeed, shocking that none of the writers of 
the Turkman Gate story mc.kes it dear that the area 
had been declared unfit for human habitation as far 
back as 1938, that the houses in question were danger¬ 
ous and dilapidated and had been acquired during 
1948-52, that, as was tragically demonstrated by eight 
subsequent deaths due to house collapses, inmates lived 
under constant risk of death, and that against 120 houses 
cleared, about 1,000 alternative allotments had been 
made—200 fiats in a most attractive colony of Ranjeet 
Nagar (Patel Nagar) and Shahdara to bonafide slum- 
dwellers, and GOO residential plots and 200 commercial 
plots to the squatters in the resettlement colonies. How 
unfair it is that no one speaks of the compensation, of 
beautiful flats, or of liberal terms of allotment of plots 
and commercial sites, the market value of which would 
run into several lakhs. Everyone speaks of bulldozers. 
although they were used, as they have been used for the 
last decade or so, for clearing the debris or structures 
vacated by the previous occupants who usually take all 
the salvageable building material on the trucks provided 
to them free of cost by the DDA. 

What the authors of Emergency books have written 
is not history, not even instant history, but a hasty, pre- 

i 'udiced, careless, and one-sided version salted and spiced 
iy sensationalism. To knowledgeable persons, their ac¬ 
counts, to use Gandhi's description of Katharine Mayo’s 
book, Mother India, is like a “gutter inspector’s report.” 


L ET alone the journalists and writers who have 
created a false impression on the public mind, the 
depositions so far made by some persons in authority 
earlier betray a total lack of commitment to truth and 
justice. The statements made by them before the Shah 
Commission are truly amazing. They contradict the 
written records and their own public pronouncements 
made in Parliament or to the media. They have per¬ 
suaded themselves to believe that the easiest way for 
them to escape responsibility for the alleged lapses or 
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excesses is to feign ignorance and to pass on the blame 
either to their seniors or their juniors. Unwittingly, they 
are admitting what poor stuff they were made of. They 
went on doing things against their conscience or belief 
without lodging the slightest protest or stating their point 
of view in writing, or seeking leave, transfer or retire¬ 
ment, 

Kishan Chand, former Lieutenant-Governor of Delhi, 
(who recently died) told the commission that he was 
merely an innocent spectator, while four or five officers 
who had direct access to the Prime Minister “ruled” the 
city. Nothing could be farther from the truth than this 
statement. If any officer was responsible for the alleged 
emergence of a new power structure in Delhi, it was 
Kishan Chand. He bullied and pressurized the officers 
who wanted to work within the limits of administrative 
proprieties or argue their point of view forcefully. 


' The depositions made before the Shah 
Commission by some persons in autho¬ 
rity earlier betray a total lack of commit¬ 
ment and justice. Unwittingly, they are 
admitting what poor stuff they are made 
of.' 


Kishan Chand hardly made any secret of the manner 
in which he proposed to function as Lieutenant- 
Governor of Delhi. Soon after assumption of office, he 
publicly declared that he was a humble soldier of 
Indira Gandhi and had taken up the job to serve her. 
This declaration betrays his mental attitude and his 
general inclination to Matter or please the persons in 
authority. A few days before the Emergency, he openly 
organized the deployment of Delhi Transport Corporation 
buses for transporting people to the rally outside the 
Prime Minister’s house. A Press report of September 
20, 1975 stated: "The true follower (of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi) has virtually converted Raj Niwas to the office 
of Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee; even the junior 
officers say that Shri Kishan Chand is lowering the dig¬ 
nity of the. office of Lt. Governor," 


Kishan Chand even tried to victimize ine for not 
allowing officials of the DDA to join the rally. He was 
anxious to have a massive rally staged and created as 
Navin Chawla described to the commission, a lahar, a 
wave, a movement, in favour of Indira Gandhi. When 
Kishan Chand learnt that I had told my special assistant 
to get the staff intending to go to the rally marked 
absent, he got very annoyed. Soon thereafter, he moved 
the Ministry of Works and Housing for my transfer, 
although the Appointment Committee of the Cabinet 
comprising the Prime Minister, Home Minister and the 
Housing Minister, on the recommendations of all con¬ 
cerned, including the Cabinet Secretary, had approved of 
my _ continuance for another year. A month or so 
earlier, ESCAP, the UN organization for South-East- 
Asia Region, had enquired from the Central Government 
whether my services could be made available to them 
for a period of three months for preparing a report. On 
receipt of this query, A. N. Banerji, Secretary. Ministry 
Of Works and Housing, asked Kishan Chand whether 1 
could be released for a period of three months. He 
replied: “What to speak of three months. I cannot spare 
him for three days." Yet, such was Kishan Chand’s 
regard for principles and administrative propriety that 
as soort as he came to know about my attitude towards 
the rally, he moved for niy transfer and suggested for 
appointment the name of IJ. S. Srivastava who was re¬ 
ported to have helped in the deployment of the Delhi 
Transport Corporation fleet. Since, however, this was 
lower level intrigue and I could not be transferred with¬ 
out the approval of the Appointment Committee of the 
Cabinet, the move fell through. 
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There was nothing wrong In the programme of 
clearance and resettlement ot squatters or shifting non-, 
conforming trade end industry. This was not only id 
accordance with the policy of the Government approved 
long ago- but also in the overall interest of the develop¬ 
ment of the city. But us the programme began to be 
subjected to criticism and aftpr the Shah Commission 
was set up, Kishan Chand, for reasons .best known to 
him, started feigning ignorance and circulating the story 
of being an “innocent spectator.” Actually, it was he 
who initiated the drive by personally ordering the mas¬ 
sive “demolition of old Subzimandi" area in the first 
week of July 1975 while I was in Australia. He was 
also responsible for approving the .demolition of lawyers’ 
chambers in the district courts. 

Kishan Chand presided over a number of public 
functions organized in the resettlement colonics, and 
warmly eulogized the drive of clearance and settlement. 
He himself visited the Turkman Gate area, twice. Soon 
after the Turkman Gate incident, he passed the orders 
on the files relating to the clearance of Sarai Khalil and 
Gali Khan-i-khatla area, and acquisition of some private 
properties in these localities. He also visited, with me, 
the Sarai Rohilla Resettlement complex where,families 
from Sarai. Khalil were accommodated. He obtained 
special notes from me on the subject for incorporating 
them in his speech for the Governors’ conference and 
bis annual address to the Delhi Metropolitan Council. 
He presided over almost all the meetings of the DDA 
in which various decisions connected with the clearance 
programme were taken. In some cases, such as the case 
relating to change of land use of Turkman Gate, he 
personally took the decision after the DDA had resolved 
to leave the decision to him. On a number of occasions, 
and mostly without any justification whatsoever, he 
appeared on television or gave a brief talk to the 
radio praising the programme. He even asked Navin 
Chawla to gel a film made on the subject. The script 
of the film, inter alia, read that under the overall direc¬ 
tion of the Lieutenant-Governor an integrated programme 
for resettlement work was brought about. That Kishan 
Chand was prone to assume power which did not vest 
with him would be evident from the orders issued by 
him in February 1976, requiring that, in future, plots, 
flats or shops would be allotted only to those who had 
restricted their family by undergoing sterilization. He 
wanted these orders to be implemented without making 
any reference to the Government of India. 


Kishan Chand stated before the commi¬ 
ssion, without any hesitation, that he 
was merely a “spectator" and that Raj 
Niwas was a deserted place “in which 
not even dogs barked" In fact, Kishan 
Chand, without any compunction of 
conscience or regard for elementary 
fairness, adopted the attitude of “Heads 
/ wint tails you loose" _ 

Notwithstanding all these facts and connected evi¬ 
dence, Kishan Chand stated before the commission, 
without any hesitation, thaJ he was merely a “spectator” 
and that Raj Niwas Was a deserted place “in which not 
even dogs harked”. For this statement, hardly afiy pre¬ 
cedent can be found in the history of apy administrative 
set-up. Kishan Chand wanted the commission to believe 
that if he had passed written orders, he did so . merely to 
fulfil the statutory obligation, and if he gave oral orders 
or approval, he had been ignored. What was the necessity 
of anyone ignoring him when he would have signed the 
file in my case ? This contradiction in his stand did 
not occur to him. In fact, Kishan Chand, without any 
compunction of conscience or regard for elementary 
fairness, adopted the attitude of “Heads l win, tails you 
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The youth festival tamasha 


i Youth of the 


y f pe 



youth of this country, therefore, see 
{ no anomaly in uniting in the Inter 
| national plane. 

The festival movement began In 
November 1945, when the youth of 
war-ravaged Europe met in London 
and decided to start a movement for 
peace. It was felt that international 
festivals of youth and students should 
be organised every alternate year so 
that international understanding is 
promoted. The first festival was 
held in Prague in 1947. Soon, the 
era of cold war began and the festi¬ 
val movement was identified with the 
Soviet bloc. Today, the Internatio¬ 
nal Preparatory Committee of 
the festival is organised by the 
World Federation of Democratic 


Youth (WFDY) and the International 
Union of Students (1US), which have 
their headquarters in Budapest and 
Prague, respectively. 

Till 1973, only the youth and stu¬ 
dents’ wings of the CPI — All-India 
Youth Federation and All-India Stu¬ 
dents’ Federation — participated offi¬ 
cially in the festivals. To date these 
are the only Indian affiliates of the 
WFDY and the IUS, respectively 
Some stray Congressmen were inclu¬ 
ded in the delegations, provided they 
were labelled “progressives”. In the 
Berlin festival of 1973, the Youth 
Congress, then under Mr. Priya Ran- 
jan Das Munshi’s presidentship, was 
invited to participate officially. With 
the victory of Janata Party in the 


Delegates exchanging badges at the Berlin festival 






Poster of the Havana festival 


T HE llth World Festival of Youth 
and Students is being held in 
Havana, the capital of Cuba, from 
July 28 to August 5. Some 25,000 
young men and women from 
130 countries are participating in 
this festival. A 130-membcr Indian 
delegation headed by Mr. Maya- 
krishnan, president of Yuva Janata, 
has gone to Havana. 

The Indian delegation comprises of 
members of youth and students’ 
wings of Janata Party (Yuva Janata 
and Lohia Vichar Manch), Congress 
(I), Congress, CPI(M), CPI, Revolu¬ 
tionary Socialist Party, Kerala Con¬ 
gress, DMK, Anna DMK, Muslim 
League and Forward Bloc. The 
National Preparatory Committee for 
the festival bad the Janata Party 
president, Mr. Cbandrashekhar, as 
chief patron. Congress(I) leader Mr. 
C. M. Stephen, CPI(M) MP, Mr. 
Samar Mukberjee, CPI Secretary Mr. 
N. K. Krishnan, Janata Party Gene¬ 
ral Secretary Mr. Madbu Limaye and 
AICC General Secretary Mr. Tulsidas 
Dasappa were the other patrons. 

The organisers say that the parti¬ 
cipation of so many political Parties 
In the festival this year is indicative 
of the unity of Indian youth “against 
imperialism, neo-colonialism, racial¬ 
ism, Zionism and apartheid”. India’s 

? outh organisations, which have so 
ar failed to take a united stand on. 
issues of vital importance to the 
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1977 Lok Sabba elections, other poli¬ 
tical Parties were invited to the 1978 
festival. 

The International Preparatory 
Committee for the Havana festival 
initially approached the youth and 
students’ wings of three political 
Parties—Congress, CPI and CPI(M) 
—some time in early 1976. CPI(M) 
was approached because the hosts, 
Cuba, insisted that “all the Left 
and democratic forces” be invited. 
The CPI(M) had been ignored on 
earlier occasions. Mr. Sanjay 
Gandhi’s Youth Congress refused to 
participate along with the commu¬ 
nist youth organisations, saying that 
“we are the only organisation which 
can represent the Indian youth". 
As a result of the confusion created 
by the Youth Congress stand, India 
could not get a seat in the execu¬ 
tive of the International Preparatory 
Committee because no Indian re¬ 
presentative attended the first meet¬ 
ing held in Havana in the spring 
of 1976. 

The organisers kept on approach¬ 
ing the Youth Congress throughout 
1976, but in vain. Youth delegations 
from some two dozen countries at¬ 
tended the Youth Congress meet in 
Gaubati in November 1976. Many 
delegations were keen to know about 
the progress made in this country 
regarding participation in the 
Havana festival. When the Soviet 
Komsomol chief, Mr. Tyazhelnikov 
visited India in January 1977, 
he took up the “matter in his 
talks with Mr. Sanjay Gandhi. The 
then Youth Congress president, Mrs. 
Ambika Soni, was prepared'to budge 
from the adamant stand, but Mr. 



Members of the International Preparatory Committee of the Tenth Festival 


Gandhi was not. Defeat of the Con¬ 
gress and subsequent eclipse of the 
Youth Congress substantially chang¬ 
ed the scenario. Either Mr. Gandhi 
too has changed his mind now, or 
Youth Congress (I) chief Mr. Ram- 
cbandra Rath has iognored him 
while agreeing to the participation 
of Congress(I)’s youth wing in the 
Havana festival along with the 
youth wings of so many political 
Parties. 

'T'HE composition of the Indian 
* delegation is bound to present 
some tense moments in Havana. The 
Indian delegates do not have any 


experience of working together in 
mass movements, which throw up 
lasting bonds of friendship. There¬ 
fore, petty bickerings, so common to 
our national political scene, are 
bound to damage the ountry’s 
image. In West Bengal, for >xample, 
two parallel festivals were ganised 
— one by the CPI and a- her by 
the Left Front Government officially, 
at the behest of CPI(M)'s youth and 
students’ wings. If unity couldn’t be 
achieved at the preparatory stage, 
will it be achieved at Havana ? 

The experience of the 1973 festival 
should have cautioned our Foreign 









Office. The Indian delegation led 
by Mr. Priya Hanjan Das Munshi com¬ 
prised of Youth Congress and CPI 
elements. The Youth Congress boys 
were keen to convince other delega¬ 
tions that India under Mrs Indira 
Gandhi was a “socialist” state. The 
CPI boys were put to a lot of em¬ 
barrassment on those occasions. Most 
of them took recourse to explaining 
their Party’s “unity and struggle” 
thesis. 

Moreover, not all Indian delegates 
to the Berlin festival were up-to-date 
with their history books. When the 
chartered Aeroflot flight carrying the 
200-strong delegation landed in Mos 
cow airport, some CPI boys shouted: 
Lenm hi dharti lal salaam (Red 
salute to the land of Lenin). One 
Youth Congress leader, who was 
then a leading Municipal Councillor 
in Delhi, asked his friends why this 
particular slogan was being raised. 
“Lenin was a great leader of Russia”, 
he was told by a friend. Not to be 
outdone, this Youth Congress leader 
shouted "Hitler zindabad" at Berlin 
airport. 

The conduct of the Indian delega¬ 
tion to Berlin also left much to be 
desired. One youth leader from 
Rajasthan reportedly walked out of a 
store without paying the bill. Mr. 
Das Munshi was confronted with 
many complaints about members of 
his delegation throughout the festi¬ 
val. In the end. he had to order a 


mass checking of baggages before 
the delegation left a youth hostel in 
Berlin, where it was lodged. The 
effort was not in vain. Many dele¬ 
gates had packed up blankets and 
towels “by mistake”. The leader of 
the delegation promptly ordered the 
"unmindful” delegates to unpack the 
“free gifts”. This is what happened 
when youth and students' wings of 
only two political Parties went 
to Berlin, what will happen in 
Havana is anybody's guess. 

H OW many in this country are 
aware of the festival movement? 
Leaving aside West Bengal, Kerala, 
and Andhra Pradesh, where this 
movement is taken seriously by the 
orgaiiisers, in all other States a 
haphazard ‘festival’ is organised as a 
ritual before the international youth 
festival. No national-level festival 
has ever been organised. From this 
an impression may be gathered that 
the festival is nothing but a gim¬ 
mick. But it is not so. In the coun¬ 
tries of Europe (including West. 
Europe) and some countries of Africa 
and Latin America the festival is 
taken seriously and the best talent 
among the youth come forward to 
make the movement a success. 

In the German Democratic Repub¬ 
lic, which hosted the 10th Festival in 
1973, the youth devoted all their 
energy to organising the festival and 
collecting ‘solidarity funds’ for Viet¬ 
nam, Angola, Mozambique and other 


liberation movements. Reports say 
the Cuban youth have not lagged 
behind and their efforts have Been 
directed at making the 11th Festival 
a grander success than the Berlin 
one. The reason behind the success 
of festival movement in those coun¬ 
tries is that the organising is not 
confined to yttea netas. The best 
sportsmen, artistes and students 
come forward to organise the festi¬ 
val. Do Vijay Amritrai, Prakash 
Padukone, Ramesh Krishnan and 
other leading young sportsmen and 
artistes of our country even know of 
the festival movement ? 

It is time that the External Affairs 
Ministry derided to do something 
about racketeering in youth festivals. 
A number of youth leaders go abroad 
every year on one pretext or the 
other — whet is the net result of 
these free trips ? Do they gain 
any experience and do they 

enlighten their hosts in any 

way ? Has the Government 
ever considered the irreparable 

damage being done to our national 
image due to such callous participa¬ 
tion in international meets? After 
all, the youth leaders from the 130 
countries participating in Havana are 
potential national leaders of tomor¬ 
row. What impression will they get 
of our country when such khichhri 
delegations are sent abroad ? 

S.B. and VIJOY K. MiSHRA 
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The life of today's Sindbads 


I N this andent land of ours, there 
is no problem of a generation 
gap—none at all, at the top. The 
son is just behind the father, or the 
mother, as the case may be. When 
daddy goes to the U.K. or the U.S., 
the son follows; when mummy went 
to the U.S.S.R. in her days, the son 
was right there with her. Over this 
swadeshi empire the son never sets, 
be it the regime of Indira Gandhi, 
Morarji Desai, or Jawaharlal Nehru. 

A general theory of ’relativity’ has 
got hold of this country. If the 
uncle is a dealer in groundnut, you 
will find the nephew in the whole¬ 
sale trade of edible oil. It helps a 
lot, you know, when the decision 
tree becomes a branch of the family 
tree. The chief executive of Com¬ 
pany A can quickly get the message 
across to the under-secretary In 
Ministry X if the latter is his cousin, 
for instance. The deputy-secretary 
in Ministry Y can better convince 
the managing director of Company 
B if they are brothers-ia-l.w, de jure 
or de facto. India is run by such an 
extended joint family of politicians, 
traders and officials. 


The common man is remembered 
only at the time of a rally for leaders 
in distress—in the wake of a High 
Court judgment against corrupt prac¬ 
tices, or a dismissal on the ground of 
indiscipline, and such like. At other 
times he is left to himself. He lives 
with so many worries, so many un¬ 
certainties, and against so many 
odds. One misery which erodes half 
the pleasure of his life is the cons¬ 
tant-haunt of a price rise. With a mo¬ 
dest income, It is hard nowadays to 
make both ends meet; even then, 
whatever little he somehow saves is 
eaten up by inflation. Take an open 
or secret ballot; 99.9 per cent of the 
600 million people of India will vote 
against inflation. Only a tiny frac¬ 
tion welcomes the prospects of rising 
prices; in fact it is this miniscule 
minority which makes it. Inflation in 
India is made by certain persons; it 
is not immenent or pre-ordained by 
God. 


Why do prices keep on soaring ? 
Too much money chasing too few 
goods ? But, bow can it be so, when 
you see that prices are going up 
even in the midst of widespread un¬ 
employment, recession, retrenchment 
and acute mass poverty ? Is it then 
due to the workers’ demand for 
higher wages ? This is a pet theory 
of many. But let us look at facts. 
Can you guess the share of the wage 
bill (including bonus, contributions 


to provident fund and welfare ex¬ 
penses for the employees) in the 
total costs of production of goods 
and services ? ■ In medium and large 
public limited companies, it was as 
little as 20 per cent in the year 1950; 
what is more, thereafter it declined 
to 19 per cent in 1955-56, 17 per cent 
in 1960-61, 16 per cent in 1970-71, 

and remained at that level in 1974 75. 
This ratio is a shade lower in the 
case of smaller companies; but the 
trend is just the same—declining. 
These data are taken from the pub 
lished reports of the Reserve Bank 
of India. 


It is utter nonsense to say that 
prices go up because of higher labour 
costs, fn India, the wage bill per 
unit of production has been steadily, 
falling; yet prices continue to move 
upward. The public sector indeed 
covers a significant part of India’s 
industry; and there also prices have 
been raised. Steel plates were avail¬ 
able at Rs. 925 per tonne in 1965; a 
decade later, in 1974, it became twice 
as expensive, at Rs. 2,000 No doubt 
it must have affected the costs of 
production in industries that use 
steel. But let us see carefully what 
happened in those steel-using indus¬ 
tries like, say, cement machinery. 
During the same period the price of 
cement machinery went up as much 
as fourfold, from Rs. 6,000 per 
tonne of machine weight in 1963 to 
Rs 24,000 in 1974. Similar things 
had taken place in a range of other 
industries, which are dominated by 
a handful of manufacturers. Neither 
too much money, nor a higher wage 
bill, has anything to do with it. A 
coterie of profiteers create and pro¬ 
pel the price spiral. If the uncle 
jacks up price in. Company A. the 
nephew, on the pretext of higher 
costs, follows suit in Company B. 
Remember that more than four-fifths 
of the Items of expenditure in the 
list of the nephew are supplied by 
his own near and dear uncles. Profit 
piles upon profit. And at the end 
the nephew quietly passes on the ul¬ 
timate burden to the helpless 
consumers like you and me. 

They have to do so; for they 
operate in a very narrow market, and 
they want their pound of flesh any¬ 
way. Hie market being small m 
size and rather inelastic, they rtake 
up for it by keeping prices high. The 
system of 'administered prices’ perio¬ 
dically gives ex-post official sanction 
to earlier price hikes. 


A good harvest means more pur¬ 
chasing power in the hands of the 


common man; as food prices are 
lower he has more to spare for in¬ 
dustrial goods. The market then 
looks up, and the profiteers momen¬ 
tarily restrain the price spiral; they 
can now make the same volume of 
profit on a larger sale. In the event 
of a poor harvest, the market 
shrinks; the base being narrower, the 
rate of profit per unit has to be 
higher; and hence prices are jacked 
up. Thus, a bad situation turns 
worse and worse, for ordinary citi¬ 
zens. Big capitalists thrive, all the 
same. In this decade of 1970s, in¬ 
dustrial production has remained 
practically stagnant, employment has 
nut expanded, only prices have shot 
up sky high. Rig business houses, 
nevertheless, have neatly multiplied 
their profits and assets; come what 
may. they know how to make money. 


The Indian economy is a grand 
arrangement for the mighty few and 
their hangers-on; it is cruelly oppres¬ 
sive to the vast masses. In such a 
milieu the Boothalingam Commit¬ 
tee addresses itself to the impossible 
task of preparing a draft policy on 
wages, incomes and prices. It puts 
the first emphasis on wages; as for 
incomes, the committee concedes 
that it is extremely difficult to regu¬ 
late or guide the accrual of non¬ 
wage incomes such as profit and rent. 
What is worse, the report of the Com¬ 
mittee nowhere shows any evidence 
of its understanding as to how prices 
in India are manipulated by a power¬ 
ful clique of unscrupulous business¬ 
men, and how wages, prices and in¬ 
comes are interrelated. No wonder, 
the report ends up in confusion, with 
a few irrelevant recommendations 
left hanging in thin air. One need 
not take it seriously. The report, 
however, has accomplished a historic 
feat—it has unified the whole coun¬ 
try; everybody is against it. 


In this country the vicious circle 
of economic stagnation, massive 
poverty, and inflation will persist so 
long as we. much like Sindbad in the 
story of Arabian Nights, carry on 
our shoulder the extended joint 
family of self-seeking politicians, 
cunning traders, and corrupt offi¬ 
cials. Helpless, we shall keep on 
selling our votes for small mercies 
of temporary relief. In the darkest 
days we shall look towards the 
heavens, and yearn for the life, if 
any, that lies beyond this one. The 
show will go on—for a while. But 
it cannot last for ever. 


RANJ1T K. SAU 





DELHI DIARY 


A WEALTHY FAMILY 

THE CONGRESS (I) leaders were 
embarassed by the publication of a 
story that Mrs Indira Gandhi and 
her family’s income during her first 
year out of office had registered a 
big leap. This, in spite of the fact 
that she did not get the solid Rs. 3,000 
per month which she got as Prime 
Minister and her son Sanjay had lost 
a pay packet of Rs 4,500 which he 
claimed as the Managing Director 
of the now defunct Maruti Limited. 

The Congress (I) General Secre¬ 
tary, A. R. Antulay, tried to explain 
away the general increase in the in¬ 
comes of the entire Gandhi family 
but everyone took with a pinch of 
salt his explanation that the rise was 
on account of a sudden spurt in the 
sale of Jawaharlal Nehru's books. 

The real reason, which Antulay 
will not disclose because it is not his 
brief from 12, Willingdon Crescent, 
is that in view of the Janata Party 
Government at the Centre, Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi and her sons and daughters-in- 
law find it difficult to conceal their 
incomes. Authoritative sources in the 
Ministries of Home and Finance re¬ 
veal that the Gandhi family all along 
bad held big shares in certain well 
established companies but these had 

5 one undeclared till the advent of 
anata Government at the Centre. 
These sources assert that certain 
actions of the Indira Government in¬ 
cluding certain concessions given to 
the industry can be related to her 
interest in promoting the companies 
whose shares she or her family mem¬ 
bers held. The subject may come 
up soon for a debate in the Parlia¬ 
ment, an official inquiry cannot be 
ruled out either. 

A CHAMCHA S WOES 

“IF INDIRA was black Morarji is 
no less”, seems to be the logic of a 
few journalist chamchas of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi. For what else does one make 
of the persistent lies being spread 
by the one champion chamcha jour¬ 
nalist not only ot the year but the 
century. 

At cocktails the champion 
chamcha lets himself go, claim¬ 
ing to have been sacrificed at 
the altar of Morarji Desai. Now 
he is spreading another calumny 
that he was under tremendous 
pressure from Mr Desai. The Prime 
Minister, if the champion chamcha 
is to be believed, does not seem to 
have anything to do but ring up his 
popprietors—to abrogate the con- 
<r|ct of a journalist who is as much 
Known for his brilliant cartoons as 
for his dour determination to resist 
authoritarianism in all its forms. 

Incidentally, the chJmcha journa¬ 
list, wbo does not now make any 
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bones about his devotion to Mrs 
Gandhi and ber son Sanjay Gandhi 
is not all that stiff-necked: He did 
attempt to switch camps. After all 
didn’t he make it convenient to ‘run 
into’ Mr Desai at Palam Airport 
within a day or two of the latter 
being sworn in as the Prime Mini¬ 
ster? 

Desai snubbed him and conveyed 
it to him that he certainly can do 
without sycophantic journalists. Does 
the chamcha have any choice but to 
keep on crawling in the same direc¬ 
tion?—This has a fringe benefit too, 
at least he can claim that he is con¬ 
sistent. 

YOUTH FESTIVAL 
SIDELIGHTS 

THE BICKERINGS between the 
Yuva Janata and the Janata Yuva 
Morcha continue. This time it is 
about seats in the Indian delegation 
to the international youth festival 
in Cuba. The Yuva Janata was han¬ 
ded the entire quota of 50 seats 
meant for the Janata Party’s youth 
front. The hosts reportedly hinted 
that the Morcha, which consists of 
Jana Sangb youth, would be misfits 
in .a communist show. The Morcha 
woke up late after the seats were 
already distributed and demanded 
half the quota. The Yuva Janata 
found itself in a dilemma with none 
of its members willing to forego a 
free trip abroad. Embarassed Janata 
Party leaders had to inform the 



Sttbranumtom Steamy : hankering 
after Cuban trip. 


Morcha that they could offer only 
two seats to them. 

The Yuva Morcha president, Subra- 
maniam Swamy, wrote to the Prime 
Minister demanding that the Yuva 
Janata group should be considered’ 
as private individuals and not as 
delegates from the Janata Party. 



C.‘ B. Gupta: appeasing Morarjibhai 


REBUFF FOR 
C. B. GUPTA 

C. B. GUPTA tried to use the re¬ 
cently held national executive mee¬ 
ting of the Janata Party as a plat¬ 
form to appease Morarji Desai. 
Gupta, an old friend of Morarji 
bhai, is trying his best to reestablish 
himself in the U.P. politics. His 
attack on Charan Singh was the bit¬ 
terest in the meeting. He launched 
a personal attack on Charan Singh 
that he had known him for 40 years. 
This prompted Biju Patnaik to inter¬ 
vene to point out that the outburst 
was not of any consequence to the 
current issues. 

“What do you know about UP.?” 
Gupta thundered. "I know that you 
had lost your deposits in the elec¬ 
tions. This shows how far away 
people were from you,” pat came 
Biju Patnaik’s reply. 

HUMOUR IN 
HIGH PLACES 

SOMEBODY PLAYED a practical 
joke with Madhu Dandawate on 
July 10. When he came out of the 
Janata Party’s national executive 
meeting, everybody was laughting at 
him, Dandawate oould not under¬ 
stand the reason behind the laugh¬ 
ter. Then somebody pointed out to 
him that there was a piece of paper 
pasted on the back of his shirt 
which read : Mr Morarji Desai. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Harijan-caste Hindu pilgrims 
clash near Pune _ 

Harijan challenge to ingenious discrimination exposes temple 
authorities, police and bureaucracy 


O N June 28 a few hundred 

Harijans on satyagraha in 
Aland!, near Pune, dashed with 
high caste Hindus. To disperse the 
rival sections, the police had to 
resort to a lathi-charge. Nobody 
was killed and peace was restored 
when the district authorities took a 
firm stand. On the face of it, this 
was a minor inddent, no more than 
a tiny rash on the badly scarred 
face of India’s sodal set-up. Yet, 
the clash and the issues involved 
have touched a raw nerve in every 
sodally-consdous Maharashtrian and 
exploded a few myths. 

Aland!, near Pune, is the point 
where several thousand warkaris— 
followers of the Bhakti cult—gather 
every year to go in procession to 
the temple of God .. Vithoba in Pan- 
dharpur. God Vithoba is regarded 
as the incarnation of love, compas¬ 
sion and universal brotherhood. The 
warkarin cover the 225 kms between 
Alandi and Pandharpur by singing 
hymns composed by poet-saints 
Gyaneshwar, Tukaram and others. 
They also carry a palanquin of Sant 
Gyaneshwar. 

It is in this procession'that Hari- 
jans are separated from caste Hindu 
devotees in an ingenious manner. 
This yfear, some young Harijans who 
joined the procession felt this dis¬ 
crimination must end. They found 
their leaders in Dr. Baba Adhav, 
president of the Mahatma Phule 
Pratisthan, and Mr. K. M. Agwane, 
vice-president of the Pune ZilU 
Parishad. Dr. Adhav and Mr. 
Agwane adopted an uncompromising 
stand and got their demand but not 
before the prejudices of the high 
caste Hindus, the Vithoba temple 
authorities, the district authorities 
and the V. B. Patil Government were 
exposed. 

The order of the procession, laid 
down by a district judgt in 1934 and 
supervised by the board of trustees 
of the Alanai temple, is as follows: 
Three groups of Harijans—known 
as the dmdis of Harijan saints 
Bolt Idas, Chokhamela and Ajamela 
—are placed in the lead. After 
them dome two hob horses, one of 
which is ridden by Sant Gyaneshwar 
—or so the devotees believe—and 
the other carries the jorjpaf Jto 


(religious scarves etc.) The high 
caste Hindus follow the horses, after 
whom comes the palanquin of Sant 
Gyaneshwar. The tail is brought up 
by high caste Hindus. 

This order, in which discrimina¬ 
tion is inherent, is strictly adhered 
to. If any group of Harijans desires 
to join the procession, it has to join 
the dmdis in front of the horses. 
Harijans cannot join the caste Hin¬ 
du dindis behind the horses or the 
dmdis behind the palanquins. Their 
isolation is heightened after the 
procession gets under way. lu every 
town and village on the way to 
Pandharpur a large number ot 
people stop the holy horses and the 
palanquin at the entrance of the 
villages and towns for a darshan. 
While the devotees spend hours 
worshipping the holy objects, the 
Harijans are asked to move on. The 
result is that in a few days’ time, 
they are far, far away from the 
caste Hindu pilgrims. 

*T*HE first rumblings of discontent 
' against this discrimination were 
heard a year ago. The trustees 
of the Alandi temple were warned. 


A few months ago Harijan leaders 
met the Government authorities 
and communicated their deeply- 
felt opposition to the segregation. 
When nothing happened, vouth 
among the scheduled /castes decid¬ 
ed to offer satyagraha in front of 
the Alabdi temple from where the 
horses and the palanquin are taken 
out. Their demand was .that the 
holy horses should lead the proces¬ 
sion and the Harijans should be 
allowed to walk with the caste 
Hindus. 

The district authorities, in an at¬ 
titude _ reminiscent of their encoun¬ 
ter with Dr. Ambedkar more than 
50 years ago (see box), tried to 
persuade the Harijans to postpone 
their struggle. The SP and the 
district collector assured the Mart¬ 
ians that if they put off their strug¬ 
gle by one year, their demands 
would certainly be met. The tem¬ 
ple’s board of trustees turned 
Pilates and said their hands iwere 
tied by the court ruling fixing tha 
arrangement. 

Meanwhile, the D-day was ap¬ 
proaching. Harijan leaders asked 
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Little change in 50 years 



farHBN Dr. Ambedkar had led 
VV agitations against the se¬ 
gregation of Harijans, his experi¬ 
ences with the caste Hindus and 
Hie bureaucracy were very simi¬ 
lar. In 1930, Dr. Ambedkar 
organised an agitation to secure 


entry to the Kala Ram temple at 
Nasui. When the Harijans went 
on a satyagraha, the caste Hindus 
entered into a compromise. It 
was agreed that strong men from 
both the communities would draw 
the chariot of Rama on the day 
of the chariot festival. But, on 
the day of the festivals, the caste 
Hindus ran away with the chariot 
even before the Harijans could 
touch it The Harijans then 
broke the police cordon and 
caught hold of the chariot. A 
free-for-all resulted. 

In 1927, Dr. Ambedkar led the 
“Chowdar tank satyagraha” at 
Mabad, demanding the right of 
Harijans to take water from the 
tank. Then, too, the district 
magistrate had advised and argu¬ 
ed for the postponement of the 
struggle. 







they proposed to take if on the 
day of the satyagraha caste Hindus 
broke the auti-untouchability laws 
openly; The authorities had no 
answer except to say that peace 
should be maintained and that they 
would make efforts to see that in¬ 
justice was not done. 

Joint meetings were held be¬ 
tween the temple’s trustees and 
Harijan leaders but they proved use¬ 
less. Also in vain were the media¬ 
tion efforts of the vice-chancellor of 
Pune University, Df. D. A. Dabhol- 
kar. He conveyed the feelings of 
the Harijans to the State Chief 
Minister and urged the temple 
trustees to take note of the chang¬ 
ing times. The trustees said that 
unless the Government issued spe¬ 
cial orders, they could not do 
anything. 

On June 28, the Harijan satya- 
grahis settled down on the narrow 
road in front of the temple. For 
four hours their satyagraha halted 
the procession. Finally, their patience 
and wafer-thin tolerance exhausted, 
the caste Hindus broke through a 
thin police cordon and plodded 
through the satyagrahis with the 
palanquin. Chaos resulted and the 
police had to resort to a lathi 
charge. 

W HILE the V. B. Patil Government 
can be complimented for rescuing 
the situation from the brink of a cala¬ 
mity, it must bear the blame for let¬ 
ting matters worsen. The plight of 
the Harijans had delineated the true 
character of the Congress-Congress 
(I) coalition Government in Maha¬ 
rashtra. In spite of the fact that 
the Home Minister was a Congress (I) 
leader, Mr N. K. Tirpude (who was 
also the Deputy Chief Minister), and 
in total contrast to the Congress (I)’s 
image of a Party of the downtrodden, 
no action was taken by the Govern¬ 
ment till the matter was precipita¬ 
ted by the Harijans. 

No better was the showing of the 
Janata Party. The Party’s leaders 
kept away from the trouble and a 
Pune daily, an organ of the erstwhile 
Jana Sangh, carried misleading 
reports about the satyagraha. Even 
though the caste Hindus mercilessly 

! iloughcd through the squatting Han- 
ans, the daily failed to mention this. 

It was then that the district autho¬ 
rities hurriedly took the decision to 
change the order of the procession. 
They asked the trustees of the Alandi 
temple to take the horses in front 
of the procession in place of the 
Harijan dindia. Their approach to 
the temple authorities was in the 
form of a request, but nobody had 
any illusions that it was a thinly- 
coated Government -directive. The 
district collector had kept in constant 
tiAich with the mon.tralaya in Bombay. 
It would be a fair guess that the 
late night request to the trustees 
grew out of the collector’s talk 
with the concerned Ministers. 
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Meanwhile, in an attempt to divert 
the flak created by the incident, the 
trustees of he Alandi temple have 
alleged that the district magistrate 
had failed to act on a representation 
made three years earlier that the 
board should be reconstituted to in¬ 
clude one Harijan and one woman. 
Harijan leaders say, however, that the 
trustees are not as progressive as 
they claim. It is the charity commis¬ 
sioner, they say, who asked the board 
to take some Harijan members on 
the board. Had the trustees really 
been progressive, they point out, they 
would have called a meeting of the 
dindi leaders and convinced them of 
the necessity to end the segregation 
in the pilgrimage. 


Harijans have one more complaint 
against the trustees. They say that 
in the villages on the way to Pandhar- 
pur they are permitted to take their 
meals only from Harijans. The 
trustees deny this allegation out¬ 
right. In fact, they claim, several 


M B K. M. Balakrishnan, the dis¬ 
trict collector of Kozhikode in 
Kerala, was more than astounded 
when he received a letter recently 
from the Tamil Nadu Cement Cor¬ 
poration saying that a consignment 
of cement had been forwarded to 
him. Also included was a receipt 
for the sum of money remmitted to¬ 
wards the price of the cement. The 
collector, suspecting foul play, made 
a prompt report to the police. 


Harijans walk with caste Hindus on 
the long march. The State’s religi¬ 
ous leaders have never tired of re¬ 
peating that devotees of Vithoba do 
not observe untouchability. 

The victory of the Harijans comes 
exactly 30 years after they succee¬ 
ded, after a prolonged struggle, in 
gaining admission to the Pandharpur 
temple. In 1348, Sane Guruji, a 
Marathi author and a social refor¬ 
mer, had gone on a fast unto death 
in support of the Harijans’ demand. 
Progressive caste Hindus and sche¬ 
duled castes had launched a State¬ 
wide agitation. Eventually, the State 
Government intervened in favour of 
the Harijans and the temple’s trus¬ 
tees reluctantly gave their consent. 
This year’s struggle has taken them 
one step forward but the ghost of 
the Chaturvamya — the four-tiered 
caste system — still haunts the caste 
Hindus. 

a cpcriAL 

CORRESPONDENT, Pune 


Subsequent investigations revealed 
a deep-rooted racket headed by none 
other than the district’s deputy col¬ 
lector in charge of cement distribu¬ 
tion, Mr P. T. Mohammad, who has 
since been suspended. District author 
rities, meanwhile, went about check¬ 
ing whether the order bad, in fact, 
been placed for the cement, and 
whether any such payment had been 
made. 

It was soon revealed that the 


Dy. collector nabbed 
in Kerala cement racket 

Will the MuslimLeague apply pressure now ? 


cement toad been ordered by a pri¬ 
vate stockist, Mr M. K. Abu baker. 
Over the last two months, about 60 
wagons of cement, addressed to the 
collector, bad arrived and part of 
the consignment had been collected 
on the strength of an authorisation 
letter purported to be from the 
deputy collector. A photostat copy of 
this letter is with the police at 
present. 

A strategy was evolved by which 
evidence was collected about those 
involved in the racket. A 24-hour vi¬ 
gil was kept in a railway goods shed 
and only one top railway officer was 
told about the trap. As soon as part 
of the consignment was lifted, Mr 
Abubaker, who collected the cement, 
was arrested and the goods seized. It 
then transpired that he had already 
taken a total of 6,000 bags — 320 
tonnes out of 1,000. 


Mr Abubaker had deposited Rs one 
lakh in cash with the State Bank 
of India and it was from this amount 
that the money was paid to the 
Tamil Nadu Cement Corporation. In 
addition, he had directly received the 
railway receipts for the cement and 
taken them to the collectorate, where 
the seal of the executive first class 
magistrate was fixed. Police seized 
the seal and arrested Mr Abubaker 
in connection with the, racket. He 
was subsequently released on bail. 


The case is attracting great at¬ 
tention in the Stafe following the 
arrest, and rumours are flying thick 
and fast. An important file con¬ 
cerning the cement transactions 
was reported to have disappeared 
suddenly. The police, according to 
the report, were told by the collec¬ 
torate staff that the file was sent to 
Trivandrum in. response to an ur¬ 
gent requisition. Tne collector, Mr. 
R. M. Balakrishnan, happened to be 
in Trivandrum at the time and it 
was. speculated that he might re¬ 
turn with the file. Another ver¬ 
sion has it that the DSP was asked 
to go on leave, while a third re¬ 
ports that the original letter of 
authorisation is missing. However, 
both Mr Balakrishnan and the super¬ 
intendent of police told newsmen 
that these rumours are baseless. 


Despite these assurances, very few 
actually believe that politicians will 
keep their hands off the case. It is 
stated that the Deputy Collector, 
Mr P. T. Mohammad, as well as Mr 
Abubaker, are supporters of the 
Muslim League- Tne same official 
was reportedly “nearly booked” In a 
sugar muddle in 1972-73 when he 
was saved by political pressure. It 
has been a long-standing practice in 
Kerala for the Muslim League to 
rush to the rescue of any influential 
Muslim who is useful to the Party 
and exert maximum political pres¬ 
sure to saye him. 

G,S. KARTHA, Trivandrum 


A corruption-ridden 
Yogashram 

Dhirendra Brahmachans ouster did not help 


T'HE V.I.P.S’ .yoga centre in New 
* Delhi, Vishwayatan Yogashram, 
is in troubled waters again. During 
Mrs Gandhi’s regime the ashram 
was run by Dhirendra Brahmachan, 
the jet-set yoga teacher of Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi. Soon after the 
Janata Party came to power, the 
Union Government took over the 
ashram. It was expected that the 
yogashram would remain out of 
controversies and scandals, but that 
was not to be. 

Immediately after appointment the 
first administrator was asked to 
quit and the sinecure given to a 
judicial service man from Etawah 
(UP). After that things moved fast. 
The administrator was to look after 
only the administrative work, and a 
post of yoga adviser’ was created. 
The adviser was supposed to look 
after the research and instruction 
aspects of the institute. Swami 
Manuvaryaji of Gujarat was selected 
for the job. But some people close 
to the then Union Health and Family 
Welfare Minister and the adminis¬ 
trator never let Swami Manuvaryaji 
join his post. The post was merged 
with that of the administrator who 
was given complete sway over the 
fls 24 'lakh budget of the institute. 
His only achievement in the field of 
yoga is that he can perform a few 
‘asanas’. 


The work at the attached labora¬ 
tory for research in yoga has come 
to a stand still. The half-yearly and 
annual research reports which had 
been a common feature in the past 
have not appeared since the take¬ 
over of the ashram. Costly equip¬ 
ment like the electro-encephalogogm 
lor reading brain functions, blood 
gas analyser and a cardioscope are 
lying idle for want of personnel. 
The expert services of the doctors 
from the All-India Institute for 
Medical Sciences and Willingdon 
Hospital (now Ram Manobar Lohia 
Hospital), though available, have 
never been requisitioned by the 
ashram for physiological and clinical 
research. The only bdo-chemist 
attached to the institute’s laboratory 
is too inexperienced to make use of 
the costly equipment. 

While hardly any work is being 
done at the yogashram, the adminis¬ 
trator in an attempt to consolidate 
his hold has gone on a hiring and 
firing spree. Nearly 12 employees 
have been fired since he took charge 
and most of them have gone to court. 
A major part of the institute’s budget 
is being utilised for paying legal 
fees. 


ANIL MEHRA, New Delhi 


Double murder for Rs 80 


Mother kills children for telling the truth 


B IMOLI DUTTA’s husband 
Tileswar, a cultivator of 
Nomati village in Upper Assam, 
gave her Rs 100 for safe keeping, 
cautioning her that he would take 
it back when he needed to buy a 
bullock for his farm. When the 
time came and he asked for the 
money she returned only Rs. 20 
with the explanation that the 
balance had been spent 

Their seven-year-old daughter, 
hearing the argument, claimed 
that her mother had given the 
balance to her sister (the child’s 
aunt). An enraged Tileswar slap¬ 
ped his wife and left the house. 
The insulted woman then decided 
to get her own bade on the girl 
and belaboured her with a cudgel 
till A m died. 

The only witness present at the 
time was the victim’s brother, so 
tb silence him, Bimoli killed him 
tea through strangulation and thus 
extinguished the lives of her only 


two offspring. In order to hide 
the gruesome evidence, Bimoli 
then threw both the bodies into 
a neighbouring pool of water. Her 
next move was to go to her 

E arents’ house and announce that 
er children were missing. 

AH this occurred on June 4 
and, with no evidence available, 
the residents of the locality sus¬ 
pected foul play lnr outside 
sources. On June 8, four days 
after the double murder, Tileswar 
and Bimoli invited some of their 
friends to a ceremony connected 
with the deaths. It was at this 
ceremony when Bimoli’s resis¬ 
tance finally broke down and she 
made her confession. Both corpses 
were exhumed and sent for an 
autopsy. Bimoli, arrested and re¬ 
manded to jail custody, is reported 
to have made a confessional state¬ 
ment before a magistrate on June 
10 . 

PRADEEP DASGUPTA, 
Gauhati 
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Raipur DM paid refugees 
to leave Dandak 


Sensational finding of a crack IB team from West Bengal 


Iimo was behind the mass exodus 
W of East Pakistan refugees from 
camps in the Dandakaranya resettle¬ 
ment project ? When the influx of 
nearly 1.3 lakh refugees into West 
Bengal started in March this year, 
this question was foremost in the 
minds of top officials of both West 
Bengal Government and the Centre. 
Top-level teams visited the camps in 
Koraput district of Orissa and Baipur 
district of Madhya Pradesh. The 
Union Rehabilitation Minister, Mr 
Sikander Bakht, personally went to 
Dandakaranya area in order to And 
out the cause behind the unpreceden¬ 
ted exodus. 

What irked the officials most was 
that the deserters were selling oi! 
their personal belongings at throw- 
Bway prices and leaving for West 
Bengal where they believed there 
was surplus ' cultivable land in the 
gunderbans which could accomo¬ 
date all 130,000 of them. When 
West Bengal authorities urged the 
South-Eastern Railway to end the in¬ 
flux by trains, the railway officials 
Informed the State Government that 
as the deserters were travelling with 
valid tickets; it was not possible to 
do so. Then the question arose: who 
was financing the exodus ? 

The West Bengal Chief Minister, 
Mr Jyoti Basu, said on many occas- 
sions that some vested interests were 
behind the influx, which was design¬ 
ed to malign the Left Front Govern¬ 
ment. A crack team of detectives 
from the WB Police headed by a 
senior SP was deputed to investigate 
the issue. The dozen-strong State IB 
team spent a considerable amount 
of time in both Koraput and Raipur 
districts and submitted a 20-page re¬ 
port to the State Home Department. 

The findings of the SIB team were 
shocking, to say the least. Accord¬ 
ing to the report, the district magis¬ 
trate ot Raipur had provided around 
Rs two lakhs for distribution among 
the refugees. The money had come 
from Government funds. This money 
was distributed by an employee of 
the DM’s office along with a bandful 
of dalals. The money was utilised 
by the deserters for buying rail tic¬ 
kets aud hiring trucks. The SIB 
report also states that the dalals 
employed by the Raipur DM had 
enraged the modesty of some refu¬ 
gee women. 

From where did the Raipur DM 
Jet the courage to spend such a big 
amount from public funds ? It is 
obvious that some higher-ups in 
Bhopal must have given the green 
signal. The West Bengal Govern¬ 
ment has sent a strong note of pro¬ 
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test to Mr Sikander Bakht. A 
copy of this note had also been 
sent to the Madhya Pradesh Govern¬ 
ment. Mr Jyoti Basu and the chief 
secretary of West Bengal, Mr Amiya 
Kumar Sen, told this reporter that 
the State Government would not let 
the matter go off lightly. “National 
integration cannot just remain on 
paper," they said. “The State Govern¬ 
ment intends to press for a thorough 
enquiry in order to find out who are 
behind this anti-national conspiracy,” 
they added. 

T17HAT steps are being taken by 
wY by the Centre to ensure that the 
refugees return to Dandakaranya ? 
The refugees have moved in to the 
Sunderbans delta and have set up 
unauthorised settlements. A lot of 
tension has developed between the 
local inhabitants and the newcomers. 
Moreover, due to the callous attitude 
of the authorities in Madhya Pra¬ 
desh, Orissa and the Dandakaranya 
Development Authority (DDA) these 
poor refugees have become shuttle¬ 
cocks in this game of inter-State 
intrigues. 


Mr Sikandar Bakht told newsmen 
in Raipur in the first week of June 
that the “Government bad offered to 
take back all deserters from Danda¬ 
karanya”. The Union Rehabilitation 
Minister also said that the Centre 
was prepared to spend npto Rs. two 
crores for this purpose. Around the 
same time the vested interests in 
Dandakaranya also became active in 
order to ensure that the deserters do 
not return. 

In the past 30 years the West 
Bengal Government has shown little 
interest in the work of DDA or in 
the resettlement schemes for the 
refugees. Mr Jyoti Basu has pro¬ 
mised that from now on the State 
Government will take an active in¬ 
terest in the welfare of East Pakis¬ 
tan refugees settled in Dandakaranya 
by maintaining close liaison with the 
DDA. He has also promised ali-out 
help to refugees who want to do 
farming. 

SUKHARANJAN DASGUPTA, 
Calcutta 


PM's skirmish with jawans 


D URING his visit, to Jammu and 
Kashmir on" July 10, the 
Prime Minister, Mr Mnrarji 
Desai, took time off from politics 
to talk to army and air force 
personnel. 

The jawans were pleasantly 
surprised when after the custo¬ 
mary pep talk the PM invited 
questions from the audience. For 
a while nobody was willing to 
talk. Realising that armed for¬ 
ces discipline was acting as a 
hindrance, Mr Desai looked at 
Lt-Gcn If. C. Rai, General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, Northern 
Command and Air Marshall F.. 
Dhtigara, Air Officer Command- 
ing-iu-Chief, Western Air Com¬ 
mand, and told the Jawans : 
"You have their permission. You 
have to take orders from them. 
They have to take orders from 
me.” 

This opened a floodgate of Ques¬ 
tions on a wide range of subjects 
from politics to service conditions, 
A Jawan came forward and asked 
whether the Government would 
give representation to servicemen 
through nominations in the State 
legislatures to look after “our in¬ 
terests”. Surprised a little, Mr. 
Desai retorted : “This shows 


politics has started entering the 
army, which I do not like.” 

Another Jawan took up the is¬ 
sue of reorganisation of the army 
on caste tines. He said the re¬ 
giments should comprise of people 
from the caste by which the regi¬ 
ment was known. He wanted the 
setting up of an Ahir regiment. 
Mr Desai told him that he was 
opposed to any increase in the 
caste element. But the Jawan was 
adamant. He argued that "from 
the practical point of view, a ‘pure’ 
regiment was better than a 
khichhri regiment.” Mr Desai ent 
him short by saying : “Think 
about it. when you are on leave 
meet me in Delhi and I will ex¬ 
plain further.” 

“Living alone for some Jime will 
be good" was the PM's remark 
when an airman made a plea for 
increased family accommodation 
for servicemen. He agreed to look 
into a Havildar’s complaint that 
servicemen did not get adequate 
accommodation in railway trains, 
but not without a repartee. “I 
cannot assure accommodation in 
the first class, I want the class 
distinctions to go,” the Prime Mi¬ 
nister said. 





The death of Krishan Chand 

The most co-operative Shah panel witness passes away 


ituis soul had died loag ago, the 

*1 remains have been buried 
now.” This was what a family 
member of the former Lt. Governor 
of Delhi, Mr..Krishan Chand, told 
me when I reached 124, Niti Bagh, 
after hearing the news of his alleg¬ 
ed suicide on Sunday, July 9. The 
pale and grim faces of his kin made 
it apparent that they were fed up of 
the police investigations. They were 
convinced that Mr. Krishan Chand’s 
death was a dear case of suidde. 

“How can it be a murder?" asked 
his son, Rohit, who had come to 
Delhi from Bombay only two days 
ago. “Why will anybody murder 
him?" And, after a pause : “He 
was not living, but pulling on. Ho 
was a depressed and humiliated 
person. To my knowledge, he had 
never done any harm to anybody 
during his lifetime— not even dur¬ 
ing the Emergency. But there were 
over-ambitious officers around him.” 

“But why can’t it be a murder? 
Dont’ you think that the persons 
wtio were antagonise.d by his state¬ 
ments before the Shah Commission 
would go to any extent?' I asked. 

“Then put this question to the 
police and not to me. I don’t want 
to say anything else. Please leave 
us alone.” It was not long before 
the police put forward the theory of 
suicide buf they were more cautious 
about this statement than they had 
been in the case of Mr. San jay 
Gandhi’s father-in-law. Col Anand. 
They bad made that observation in 
a hurry and since the missing 
weapon in Col Anand's case is still 
a mystery, people suspect foul play 
somewhere. 

Likewise, there is naturally an 
aura of doubt about the death of 
Mrs. Gandhi’s defected henchman. 
Though all evidence collected in 
connection with Mr. Krishan Chand's 
death points to suicide, there are 
still fundamental doubts. First and 
foremast; what was the immediate 
provocation, assuming that one ac¬ 
cepts the police theory of suicide?” 
There was no cause of immediate 
provocation,” according to Mr.. R. N.* 
Dikshit, senior Supreme Court law¬ 
yer who defended the deceased in 
the Sbah Commission. “He never 
mentioned to anyone whether he 
feared early prosecution in any spe¬ 
cific cash. Nor bad he stated that no 
was asked to be a prosecution wit 
ness in any case.” . 

,It is true that Mr. Krishan Chand 
had aged many years In just 16 
months. A willing witness at the 
Shah Commission Bearings, he, un¬ 
like ethers, haver refused to take en 
oath or co-operate in any way; 
'Though he Was' often the butt of 


sarcastic comments from Justice 
Shah and other prosecution lawyers, 
it was his practice to apologise 
whenever necessary. Yet he came 
under attack in the Shah Commis¬ 
sion’s report fnr bis actions as bead 
of the Delhi Administration during 
the Emergency. The Shah Commis¬ 
sion found him guilty of gross abuse 
of powers and authority in ordering 
the arrest of Vaid Guru Dutt and 
Prabir Purukayastha (the latter a 
student of Jawaharlal Nehru Uni¬ 
versity). He was said to have 
abused his power bv invoking Emer¬ 
gency powers in such cases that 
could have been effectively dealt 
with under normal laws. 

His wife, Mrs. Sita Krishan 
Chand, said iu an interview : “We 
had entered into a suicide pact and 
decided to take sleeping pills but 
later changed our minds." She later 
denied that she had ever given such 
an interview but in the light of what 
has occurred now, her original state¬ 
ment could be true. Last year, Mr. 
Krishan Chand had suffered a heart 
attack. He was under great pres¬ 
sure at the Shah Commission hear¬ 
ings and was being humiliated by 
the Press. So the possibilities of 
his contemplating suicide last year 
were definitely greater than in his 
present state of mind. 


the immediate provocation. Another 
loophole in the suicide angle is : 
Why did he choose a well in such a 
deserted area when there are two 
other wells nearby? In addition, he 
was not physically capable of walk¬ 
ing two kilometres in about 30 or 40 
minutes, as deduced by the time at 
which he is supposed to have com¬ 
mitted suicide. Moreover, such a 
distance would have posed a prob¬ 
lem after sunset sinqe his eyesight 
was failing him. Furthermore, the 
61-year-old former Lt. Governor rare¬ 
ly left his house alone usually he 
was accompanied by either his wife 
or his lawyers. How was it that 
though he left his house at 8 p.m., 
the police were only informed as 
late as 11.30 p.m.? 

The brown shoes, which Mr. 
Krishan Chand was wearing at the 
time of his death, were perfectly 
clean. How was this possible if he 
had walked through dusty kachcha 
roads to reach the well? Certainlv 
a man about to commit suicide 
would not stop to clean his shoes 
before the final act. In addition, his 
spectacles are missing along with 
his watch and pen. While their may 
be a plausible explanation for the 
disappearance of the pen and the 
spectacles, the absence of the wrist 
watch is likely to cause problems. 


There is a change in the suicide 
note left by Mr, Krishan Chand. The 
note, recovered from the well in 
Shahpur Jat village in South Delhi 
contains an interesting alteration. 
According to one of the family 
members, “July 7 was written on it 
but this was scored out and July 9 
written instead.” This would sug¬ 
gest that the original date decided 
on was July 7 but Mr, Krishan 
Chand had postponed it in order to 
see his son, who was to return from 
Bombay on July 7. • 


Ironically enough,.the land around 
the well is the recently-acquired 
property of the Delhi Development 
Authority, of which Mr. Krishan 
Chand was the erstwhile chairman. 
The Congress (I) General Secretary, 
Mr. A. R. Antuley, described his 
death as “The first human sacrifice 
at the altar of politics and publicity 
meted out to the witnesses in the 
Shah Commission.” But none of 
those who regard him as a martyr 
were present at the funeral — there 
were just 40 people at Nigambodh 
Ghat. 


The police have no satisfactory .. _ ... 

answer as to what may have been HARISH GUPfA, New Delhi 



29 


I’ma 

Tiara Beauty! 


TIARA* 


B«our> 

Sf^Oi'npr 


< 


llAHAl 








Hk.i 




SMIKAKAI 

HEWB 

!JHAM!*00 


, LEMON 4 
3> SHAMPOO V 


I A* IP 

W/f 


' f 

\ - Ai 

\5r-t !&■ 


HAH,VmW' * K,) ^ 

MW lA "OlIN j 
E(jG twt « H AWPOO ■ 
SHAMPOO M;| I I 


TIARA 

Shampoos 

Hair care from Helene Curtis: world-leaders in hair care. 
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"l use Tiara Beauty 
Shampoo because 
I fove the luxurious 
feeling of washing 
my hair in oceans 
and oceans of lather. 
It's concentrated 
so a little goes a 
long way. Be a 
Tiara Beauty... 
without denting 
your budget for 
the month.” 

To care for every 
kind of hair, a 
Tiara Shampoo. 

•Tiara 

Egg Shampoo 

with vitamins A 
and D for under¬ 
nourished hair. 

.Tiara 

Lanolin Shampoo 

help for dry hair. 

•Tiara 

Shikakai Shampoo 

with amla and 
brahmi. for hair 
worn long. 

•Tiara 

Lemon Shampoo 

to care for oily bait. 

Aiso available 

Tiara 

Hair Conditioner 


•Tiara 

Ban r Dan Creme 
Jd Shampoo 
[•l.yM ideal for 

dandruff ridden hair 





















V IJAY ANAND seems to have be¬ 
come a millionaire overnight, or 
maybe it’s love and his recent love 
marriage that is responsible for his 
unusual extravagant behaviour. He 
is doing up bis house in Bandra in 
such a fantastic manner. that it’s 
making the neighbours wonder whe¬ 
ther he wants to go down in film 
history as a film! Jehangir who con¬ 
structs a monument of passionate 
love for his filmi Noor Janan (cum- 
niece-cum-wife). You can’t blame 
people for being surprised at Goldie’s 
pranks. Before this, it seems he had 
been a typical bachelor with typical 
bachelor habits—untidiness and lazi¬ 
ness which included things like not 
having a bath until absolutely nece¬ 
ssary, not washing crockery and 
utensils until he ran out of them. 
But all that has changed now. Goldie 
has become meticulously clean and 
he even changes his clothes every 
day: goes to prove that it’s only 
love that can bring about such a 
reformation. 

I S the honoured and revered Shyam 
Benegal turning into another 
Yash Chopra ? Yash has this habit of 
trying to dump in as many top stars 
as he can lay his eyes on into a sin¬ 
gle film, whether they are needed 
or not for such insignificant portra¬ 
yals (and since money and success 
hold the trumps, nobody dares to 
say “no” to Yash). In Junoon it 
seems Shyam Benegal has done 
exactly the same thing. Whoever 
he happened to meet or come across 
while he was planning the script of 
his film, he incorporated into the 
story. The result is that there are 
nearly twelve major stars in the 
film. A surprising recent addition 
is Pearl Padamsee, the stage direc- 
toress-turned-film actress. 

S ANJEEV KUMAR has been out of 
the news for some time. He 
says it’s out of a choice—his. “J was 
getting bored with the kind of pub¬ 
licity I was receiving. All journa¬ 
lists seemed to be interested in was 
writing, re-writing and re-re-writiftg 
the story, in different angles and 
triangles, of my affair with Hema. I 
don’t really mind it on my behalf, 
for 1 suppose the Press folk have to 
earn their living. But I felt that 
maybe Hema would get the mistaken 
Impression that I had nothing else 
to talk about but her in my inter¬ 
views. And she would get a more 
swollen head—if that is possible. 
So he has been playing inaccessible 
to magazinewallahs for the past few 
months. 

A MOL PALEKAR is slowly prov¬ 
ing that success can go to any¬ 
body’s head, so why not his ? Re¬ 
cently, he returned from a trip 
abroad with so many airs and fan¬ 
cies that his old friends could 
hardly recognise him to be the 



Parteen Babi: what was the motive behind KabtPs call ? 


seedha sadha, bmdaas Amol they’d 
known during his theatre days. His 
matter-of-fact air has become more 
of a mattcr-of-an-act one. For ins¬ 
tance, when an old doctor pal said 
casually to him, “Arrey yaar Amol. 
where have you been ? For so 
many days there has been no atta- 

palta of you.”, Amol replied 

airily, “I’ve become a very busy star 
now—up to my neck with shooting 
and films. And then I’d gone abroad 
for a holiday too. I've been to so 

many places.” After which, 

Amol bored the doctor with tales 
of his trip for the rext hour which 
made the latter wi h he’d never 
made bis first casual statement! 

I T really looks as if the whole 
world is against poor Raj Kapoor. 
Why else would they be acting like 
they’ve all conspired to await his 
downfall. Admitted, Satyam Shivam 
Sundaram was not as successful as 
expected, but it isn’t the big flop it 
has been made out to be either. 
It’s just an average runner. Dev 
Anand’s De a Pardes . is an average 
runner too, but the manner In 
which the Press and the industry are 
playing it up will make you feel 
it’s the biggest hit in recent years! 
Just goes to prove that personal 
prejudices and preferences can in 
their own way affect a star’s image I 

S HABANA AZMI is going on her 
annual foreign holiday and 
looking forward to it immensely. 
'‘It’s great fun being a star and all 
that,” she says, “but after a point 
it-gets a bit too much. You cant 
do anything without people recog¬ 
nising you and shouting out to you 
and passing comments. Why, some¬ 
times I wake up in the morning to 


find a crowd of people just outside 
the garden walls of my house, 
waiting to cheer out to me. It’s 
nice to go away from it all for some 
time and that we stars can only do 
by going abroad. There we are 
treated like ‘anybodys or nobodys’.’’ 
However, she is honest enough to 
admit that she wouldn’t enjoy being 
treated like an ’anybody or a no¬ 
body’ for too long. “The minute 1 
start feeling neglected and forgot¬ 
ten, I catch the first plane home!" 

E VERYBODY is talking about the 
Sanjay Khan Zeenat Aman 
romance, but nobody is as vehement 
as Shalrughan Sinha who thinks of 
the nastiest things to say about it. 
Sour grapes? 

K ABIR BEDl has some audacity ! 

He rang up Parveen Babi the 
other day in the most casual man¬ 
ner, chatting about this and that, as 
if they’d not broken up and he’d 
not caused her that big heartbreak 
five months ago. Parveen, it seems, 
was too stunned to react. In her 
own way, she is still quite in love 
with Kabir. And he? He’s prob¬ 
ably just making sure that he has 
a pretty chick to move about with 
when he comes to Bombay (which 
he intends to do shortly). 

A ND the hhaas reconciliation of 
the week is the Amitabh Bach- 
chan-Rekha one. Ma'am has just 
returned from a long holiday in 
London (where she’d gone alone, 
she stresses) and to make up for lost 
time, she has given the first dates 
of shooting for Suhaag, a film where 
she and Amitabh are co-starring! 
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Borg's Wimbledon 


I F ever the final of the men’s 
singles at Wimbledon deserved 
the title "Battle of the Giants,” it 
was this year. For both contestants, 
there was much more than the title 
at stake. For Jimmy Connors, it 
was a chance to prove that, though 
he had lost the title to the Swede 
the previous year, he could still pull 
off a victory. For Borg, there was 
the prospect ot equalling Fred 
Perry’s record of three Wimbledon 
singles titles in successive years, a 
feat unequalled for the last 42 years. 

Connors had an impressive record 
this year. Ever since winning the 
Masters title in January, he had lost 
only three times—to Jeff Borowiak, 
Hank Pfister and, ironically enough, 
Borg himself. On the other hand, 
he had been frustrated in his last 
three attempts to scoop the men’s 
title at Wimbledon. In 1975 he was 
dethroned in the final by Arthur 
Ashe; in 1976 he failed to make the 
finals; and in 1977 he was pipped 
at the post by Borg after having 
drawn level from 04 down, in what 
proved to be the decider. 



Arthur Ashe: his moment of glory 
was the 1975 final when he beat 
Connors 


Borg, on the other hand, came to 
England with both the Italian and 
French Open titles; the latter the 
first step in his quest for the Grand 
Slam (the French Open, Wimble¬ 
don, the Australian and Forest Hills 
titles). Coincidentally, it was Ashe 
who was the last man to register a 
victory over Borg at Wimbledon— 
in 1975. Since then, the Swede 
has registered uninterrupted wins 
at Wimbledon over 20 victims 
including Vilas, Tanner, Gottfried, 
Nnstase, Gcrulaitis, Connors, 
Mayer and Fibak. Thus, with 
his win over Connors in this year’s 
final, Borg not only emulated Perry's 
winning streak, but also equalled 
another record set by the Britisher. 
He and Perry are now co-holders of 
a record 21 matches won in se¬ 
quence at Wimbledon. Another 
similarity is that Perry’s first win in 
that sequence was his only match 
against an Englishman. Borg’s first 
hiatch in his winning bid that began 
two years ago was against Briton 
David Lloyd whom he brushed aside 
6-3, 6 3. 61. 

Certainly the odds were against 
Borg winning the title this year. On 
just three occasions in the last ten 
years did the men’s title go to the 
first seed. Bod Laver won in 1968 
kind 1969 and Stan Smith in 1972. 
In fact Laver thus came close to 
emulating Perry’s feat but he was 
defeated in 1970. Roger Taylor, 
the sixteenth seed, put an end to his 
asj'iv,'Tio>33 with a 4-6, 64, 6-2, 6-1 
mec-l. 


The final itself was essentially a 
contrast in two different styles. 
While Connors is a rhythm player, 
Borg depended much on his heavy 
,topspin returns that make the ball 
dip dangerously. The Swede outdid 
himself to shake off his otherwise 
moderate performances prior to the 
final and his decisive 6-2, 6-2, 6-3 
win was as impressive a blitzkreig 
as .Connor’s annihilation of Rosewau 
in the 1974 final. 

Although Martina Navratilova Is 
officially described as "stateless”, 
there is one place she can truly call 
her own—the coveted Centre Court 
at Wimbledon. 14,000 spectators 
rose to acclaim the first women's 
champion from what is now known 
as "eastern Europe.” The Czech 
girl's main asset is a thumping ser¬ 
vice and a devastating volley which 
she utilised to good effect against 
Evert’s ground strokes. This was 
only Miss Evert’s fifth Wimbledon 
defeat in 44 singles matches—pre¬ 
viously she had lost to Evonne 
Cawley, Billie Jean King (twice) 
-and Virginia Wade in last year’s 
final. After her loss, Miss Evert 
could only admit : “She was too 
good for me. When she was behind 
she played really well; when 1 was 
in front, I couldn't finish her off.” 

What of the other seeded men? 
Vitas Gerulaitis (3) is a potential 
future champion who almost toppled 
Borg in the semi-finals last year. 
He won the World Championship 
Tennis title in May bat lost to Pa- 



Chris Evert: no answer to Martina’s 


C m, even though she beat Mrs 
g and reigning champion, Vir¬ 
ginia Wade 


natta in the first round of the 
Italian Open. Guillermo Vilas (4), 
the big disappointment at Wimble¬ 
don this year, has never been bey¬ 
ond the ({uarter finals in six 
previous Wimbledon outings, though 
he won the maximum number . of 
Grand Prix tournaments in 1974, 75 
and 77. Brian Gottfried (5) has 
yet to impress on grass and in five 
years at Wimbledon has not pro¬ 
gressed beyond the fourth round. 
Boscoe Tanner (6) with his lethal 
serve, came close to scaring Connors 
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The netu women’s champion, Martina 
Navratilova, triumphantly holds up 
her trophy 



Evonne Cawley: has her game lost 
its sparkle ? 


in the John Player semi-final just 
before the Wimbledon tournament 
and has made it to the Wimbledon 
semis three times in the last 
four years. Raul Ramirez (7) who 
lost to Connors in the John Player 
final is a tenacious player whose 
ground game has improved since 
last year. Sandy Mayer (8) at 25 
is seeded for the first time. His 
best Wimbledon singles performance 
was reaching the semi-final in 1973 
after having beaten top seed Nastase 
in an earlier round. Ilie Nastase 
(9) is still among the game’s great¬ 
est “naturals” but sadly lacks 
tournament temperament Dick 
Stockton (10) did well on the WCT 
circuit and reached the semi-final at 
Paris. A steady server, he reached 
the last four at Wimbledon in 1973. 

For Billie Jean King, 1978 must 
have been a disappointment in that 
she failed to win ner 20th Wimble¬ 
don title. Had she and Ray Ruffels 
won through in the mixed doubles 
final, she would have set a new 
record but. that itself wa's not her 
sole aim. It was her partner's 
first-ever Wimbledon final and so 
Billie Jean must have striven the 
harder to beat Frew McMillan and 
Betty Stove. For the champion who 
stasted her Wimbledon crusade in 
1961 as Billie Jean Moffitt, there 
may just be another appearance at 
the All-England courts next year. 

As for our very Vljay Amritrai, 
all that one can put against his 
name is a question mark. Perhaps 
just one overhead in his career 
would have made the vital difference 
—in 1973 when he muffed a smash 
against Jan Kodes In the Wimbledon 
men’s singles semi-final. That shot 
would have given him match point 
and 'possibly even the title, for it 
was none other than Kodes who won 
that year. It was Phil Dent of 
Australia who cut short Vijay's 
aspirations this year in the second 
round. 

The South African combination of 
Frew McMillan and Bob Hewitt 
scored a 6-1, 6-4, 6-2 victory over 
unseeded Americans Peter Fleming 
and John McEnroe to cruise to their 
third title. Hewitt is the elder of 
the duo at 38 and was the first 
player before Nastase to make an 
umpire quail. He and McMillan 
first teamed up in 1966 and perhaps 
one of the reasons that they are 
such a good combination is that they 
are so dissimilar. McMillan at 38 
is the less vocal of the two, though 
his trademark is a floppy white hat 
and a doublehanded style on both 
his backhand and forehand. He has 
worn a cap ever since his first juni¬ 
or tournament in Johannesburg, the 
only difference being that the 
original was a baggy tartan one in 
the colours of the Clan McMillan. 
It Is a pity that they cannot be seen 
on the Davis Cup circuit since South 
Africa has been banned from the 
competition. 

DAVID McMAHON 



Glamour boys of the international tennis ctrciftt; Gerulaitis; Panatta, 
Borg and Connors relax with Dominique Nastase. 



Newcomb* : 1 , age'iave‘ way to youth 


35 


How Indian are Anglo-Indian 
schools ? 


SUNDAY received an avalanche of 
letters, some in praise of and others 
in protest against the two articles, 
"A very English school” by M. J. 
Akbar and "The frightening Don 
Bosco system” by C.G.K. Reddy 
(June 18). Most readers upheld the 
virtues of English-medium education 
but several others came out with 
specific instances to reaffirm the un¬ 
derlying contention of the two arti¬ 
cles that Anglo-Indian schools are ad¬ 
ministering a perverted alien culture 
to their pupils. The views have the 
makings of an engaging debate: 


T APAS Bhadra of Dimapur says he 
too had experienced the bitter¬ 
ness of alienation while studying at 
the Bishop Westcott School, Ranchi. 
He was once asked to come to a 
dance with some girls, something he 
would not have done in his better 
t judgement. Some of the boys in his 
school did not even know the natio¬ 
nal anthem. A student of Calcutta 
Boys’ School, Soumyadeb Chowdhury, 
shares Mr Akbar's views on his 
school and says his criticism was as 
fair as could be. Asha Khauna of 
New Delhi has been a similar victim 
of alienation in a convent school and 
rues that although she is a Punjabi, 
she is unable to speak her mother 
tongue or understand the language 
of the ancient Indian scriptures and 
epics. B. Mukherji of Delhi is aware 
of the anomalies in the manner in 
which he has been brought up, but 
says he cannot do anything about it. 

James M. Paul of Calcutta shares 
Mr Reddy’s indignation of the lot 
of the unfortunate students of Don 
Bosco who try desperately to cope 
with their colossal homework, and 
Navratan Dugar of Madras thinks 
Mr Reddy has actually been very 
polite and considerate m his attitude 
to Don Bosco. The actual situation, 
he. says, is much worse. V. N. Iyer 
of Madras charges Anglo-Indian 
schools with discrimination against 
middle class students, in checking 
answer scripts and Philo G. Menou 
of Koyambcdu alleges that non- 

Christians arc admitted to Don Bosco 
against donations and not on merit. 
Her son was interviewed for the 

Int^er KG dass in the school and 
was found unacceptable because he 
spoke only Malayalam and no Eng¬ 
lish. Her child cannot be expected 
to be a European at three, son 
protests. 

There have been complaints 

36 f 


against other schools as well. Dilip 
Kumar Banerjee, secretary of the 
guardians' association of Kendtiya 
Vidyalaya, at Salt Lake, Calcutta says 
that non-Hindi speaking students in 
that school are not permitted to 
speak their mother tongue or study 
it as a third language. 

There are admittedly some excep¬ 
tionally brilliant minds in convent 
schools, says .Chiranjan Cbakrabarti 
of Calcutta, but the average student 
in them is more interested in im¬ 
proving his appearance and accent 
than in applying his mind to studies. 
Students of vernacular schools are 
more earnest about their studies, 
Interestingly, says Mr Cbakrabarti, 
only two per cent of the country’s 
scientists, professors and engineers 
have passed out of convent schools. 

Nilanjana Mukherjee and Jaya- 
shree Saha of Pratt Memorial Girls’ 
School, Calcutta, agree with Mr 
Alfred Martin, Principal of Calcutta 
Boys’ School, that if a language is 
spoken it is learnt better. But, they 
aver, students do not go to his school 
to study English only. They study 
Hindi and Bengali too. How many 
students are able to speak in Hindi 
fluently ? It is necessary for pupils 
to be able to speak in Hindi to im¬ 
prove their grasp of it. 

Despite the deplorable features of 
Anglo-Indian schools, parents confess 
they have no choice but to send their 
wards to Anglo-Indian schools. S.M. 
Shirodkar of Bombay had to send his 
children to an English medium 
school since his job was a transfer¬ 
able one. He has been happy about 
the standards of discipline, smart¬ 
ness and self-assurance his children 
were trained in but has been worried 
about the compulsory study of Chris¬ 
tian scriptures in these schools and 
the ‘brown sahib’ snobbery they have 
generated. 

S. S. Kolri of Silchar believes the 
article by Mr Reddy was of great 
value to national integration, and 
revealed the real motives behmd 
convent education. “How Jong can a 
system which deceives the people 
last ?” he asks. B. N. Ghosh of 
Asansol gives the final thrust to the 
arguments against Anglo-Indian 
schools by quoting an Englishman, 
Mr Hutchinson, a former editor of a 
Bombay weekly. In a book in 
defence of Indian nationalism under 
the British Raj, Conspiracy in Mee¬ 
rut, he wrote : “Aping the Euro¬ 
peans at the cost of Indians, they 


(Anglicised Indians) have the good 
qualities of neither.” 

S EVERAL pupils, past pupils and 
parents of pupils in English- 
medium schools have, however, equal¬ 
ly strongly criticized the two articles. 
J. Paul says that although he can 
hardly challenge the veracity of Mr 
Akbar’s reminiscences, having been 
in CBS for only one and a half years, 
he deprecates the latter's glib as¬ 
sumption that “the hangover of this 
(perverted Anglo-American) culture 
persists”. D. Cherian of Calcutta 
denies the charge that high fees and 
well-laundered clothes are the charac¬ 
teristic requirements of Don Bosco. 
The requirements apply to many 
other schools, he argues. I. F. Cap¬ 
tain of Calcutta whose son is in Don 
Bosco maintains that Don Bosco’s 
fees are reasonable compared to those 
of some other schools in Calcutta, 
and their uniforms — white shirts 
and grey pants — are not expen¬ 
sive. The majority of boys, she 
says, are from modest homes and 
the school gives preference to child¬ 
ren in the neighbourhood. Don 
Bosco makes healthy, responsible 
citizens of boys, ready to meet the 
challenges of life. 

Indraneel Chatterjee of Berham- 
pore argues that if CBS had impart¬ 
ed a perverted culture to its pro¬ 
ducts, all its pupils would have turn¬ 
ed out to be perverts. He had al¬ 
ways enjoyed the annual Rabindra 
Jayanti (Tagore’s birthday) ceremony 
in the school when he was a student, 
and it is even held now, he avers. 
Whatever the shortcomings of Mr 
Clifford Hicks, who was Principal of 
CBS when Mr Akbar was in the 
school, he was a strict disciplinarian 
and brought fame to the institution. 


A student of CBS in the Thirties, 
Soumendranath Mukherjee says at 
the time of the British there were 


hardly any Bengalis in the school. 
Even then, he supported the idea of 
allowing only English to be spoken 
on the school campus. He quotes the 
late Michael Madhusudan Dutt who 
said that to learn English one must 
talk, write, think and even dream in 
it. It Is natural for schools to teach 
in their own way. But if Christia¬ 
nity is taught other religions must 
also be taught. The Gita and Quran 
are as good as the Bible. There was 
no hostility to other religions in the 
school in nis time. Mr Mukherjee 
recalls an incident when two stu¬ 
dents of the school M4d sung a 
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end were praised, by the principal for 
it. But it is true, Mr Mukherjee 
admits, that he was always told that 
the UK and USA were "the stan¬ 
dard bearers of civilisation". 

D. K. Ghosh of Calcutta refutes 
the charge that the homework given 
to pupils of Don Bosco is heavy. 
His son is in Don Bosco, Calcutta and 
for his entire summer vacations had 
nothing to do. He is, also able to 
regularly take part in extra curri¬ 
cular activities and his school tops 
in the inter-school sports. 


A student of CBS. J. Paul, says 
that despite its drawbacks, the sys¬ 
tem of education in Anglo-Indian 
schools has produced citizens who 
have made positive contributions to 
society. D. Cherian says that stu¬ 
dents who have passed out of Don 
Bosco are justifiably proud of its, sys¬ 
tem of education. The fastidious 
pace the school insists upon among 
its pupils, helps turn out a better 
class of students, who monopolise the 
better paid jobs. These jobs, usually 
in multinational firms and the top 
rungs of the bureaucracy, are ear¬ 
marked for the so-called ‘brown 
sahibs’ — a test for which the Don 
Boscoitcs pass with ease. The coun¬ 
try encourages plagiarism of the 
West. So what should be condemned 
is the social structure of the coun¬ 
try, not schools which turn out pro¬ 
ducts peculiarly suited to its condi¬ 
tions, Mr Cherian emphasises 

r T*HERE are boys from all regions 
* and communities in Don Bosco, 
asserts Prof N. Sanjeevi of Madras. 
Though not very intelligent, the 
boys are ahead of their years and 
make good administrators and exe¬ 
cutives. Furthermore, speaking in 
English and wearing clean clothes 
cannot destroy a person’s ties with 
his own culture, he says. Of late, 
the number of successful IAS can- 
' didates from Tamil Nadu has been 
dwindling. There is no harm if an¬ 
xious parents choose to give their 
children better education to enable 
them to do well in competitive 
examinations, says Prof Sanjeevi. 
Mr. Reddy complains of boys in Don 
Bosco who fail to register progress 
being sent away. "Would he re¬ 
commend them to be retained so 
that the more studious boys are 
deprived of an opportunity to get 
sufficient attention? 1 ’ be queries. 


Why only Don Bosco, even the 
UTs and many other anglicised 
schools transform their pupils into 
‘brown sahibs’, argues Rajesh Ma- 
heshwarl of Howrah. Also, not all 
Don Bosco schools are "matricula¬ 
tion factories", as Mr. Reddy alle ; 

g es. The school Mr. Mahe$hwan 
i In had seven failures and only 35 
first divisions out of a total of 85 
who had appeared in the ICSE exa¬ 
mination in 1977. Mr. Reddy is 
wrong In saying that all Don Bosco 
schools are English medium schools. 
The Don Bosco schools in North- 
East India for instance provide 
instruction in both English and the 
refiiQittl language. 


You're wrong, sir 

M R MARTIN, the present Prin¬ 
cipal of Calcutta Boys’ 
School, says in his letter (Opi¬ 
nion, June 18) : “The boys were 
not suspended for speaking in 
Bengali. It is not correct to 
state, as the report says, that 1 
was in an adjacent room. 1 was 
in an adjacent building and one 
floor higher. I was disturbed by 
the riotous and unruly behaviour 
of the students and the intimida¬ 
tory banging of the school furni¬ 
ture.” This irresponsible state¬ 
ment by him is baseless and 
motivated. He is now trying to 
ut all the blame on the four 
oys who were suspended for 
speaking in Bengali. 

We would like to know if any 
school furniture was destroyed by 
the boys. In fact, Mr Martin 
was having an afternoon nap at 
the time and was not disturbed 
by the boys’ shouting. Rather, he 
war disturbed by Mr N. R. Das, a 
Bengali teacher of the school, 
who reported to h»m that the 
boys were conversing with Mr 
Karmakar, the teacher in. charge 
of the tutorial, in Bengali. And 
if banging the school furniture is 
a crime, so is playing with his 
daughter in the school office. Wo 
congratulate Mr Akbar for his 
bold article. 

We also blame Mr A. K. Bhatta- 
charya. the father of one of the 
suspended students, Partha Pratim 
Bhattacharya, for coming to an 
amicable settlement with the 
Principal. In doing so, he accep¬ 
ted the fact that the Bengali 
language was not humiliated by 
Mr Martin, whereas it obviously 
was. 

Being a Principal, Mr Martin 
should have set an example and 
accepted the truth with calm. He 
should not have distorted facts. 
He should apologise to ail Bengalis 
for humiliating their language and 
culture and also to the students 
and teachers of the school for 
Concealing the truth. 

Students of Calcutta Boys’ School. 


Mrs Captain thinks Mr. Reddy 
has generalised upon all Don Bosco 
schools rather presumptiously. He 
should visit the Don Bosco school 
in Park Circus, Calcutta, to see how 
different it is. Some 1,000 six-year- 
old children appear for an admission 
test in the school every year and 
are selected according to merit and 
the number of vacancies available. 
It is not always that “brilliant" 
children are chosen. "How can the 
authorities make out who is brilliant 
among a large nnmber of children 
of such a tender age?” she asks. It 
is true the students have to cram 
for their examinations, but how else 
can they be expected to sail through 


the vast curriculum laid down by 
the board of education? It is not 
true that the boys live in "toil, tears 
and sheer terror”. They are noisy 
and playful as boys should be, Mrs. 
Captain maintains. Madhu Mittal 
of Patna says it is the whole educa¬ 
tional set up that is to blame, not 
Don Bosco. 

Nag Mani Sharma says there is no 
religious discrimination in his school, 
St Xavier’s, Sahibganj. Muslim 
students are allowed to go to mos¬ 
ques, and he has witnessed fellow 
students praying to Hindu gods 
before the Christian authorities. 
Some of the Christian fathers in his 
school even sing Hindi film songs 
and encourage the boys to sing 
them too. Hindi and Bengali dramas 
are staged in the school auditorium 
and there are also elocution contests 
in these languages. Such broad¬ 
mindedness Is true for most otto 
convent schools in Bihar too, Mr. 
Sharma points out. Sagarika Sen of 
Jamshedpur seems to endorse this 
when she argues that despite having 
been to convent schools, she and 
her friends have not, as alleged, 
turned into ‘pucca memsablbs’. 

Several arguments have been 
cited to dispute Mr. Reddy’s sugges¬ 
tion for neighbourhood schools. D. 
Cherian says neighbourhood schools 
would only result in a more skewed 
stratification : “Imagine a school 
exclusively for New Aliporites or 
Defence Colonists.” The concept of 
neighbourhood schools can never 
materialise unless a uniform stan¬ 
dardised school syllabus for .the 
whole country is evolved, says Man- 
ala Venkataraman. M. B. Ramga- 
ia thinks the idea would be 
chimerical as long as the problem 
of a uniform medium of instruction 
in the country remains unresolved. 
Neighbourhood schools are practical 
in the USA because English is the 
common language of instruction 
there, Mr. Ramgadia argues. 

While admitting that Anglo-Indian 
schools fail to serve the country’s 
needs Felix Raj of Calcutta feels the 
conditions described by Mr. Akbar 
were slightly exaggerated. But the 
blame for alienation is on the 
parents and the students themselves. 
Mrs. Venkataiaman too shares this 
impression : “If the boys are aliena¬ 
ted from their people, it is the fault 
of their parents who encourage a 
superiority complex in their minds.” 
Mr. Raj says he fully supports 
SUNDAY’S desire to root out the 
perverted 19th century Anglo-Ame¬ 
rican culture but points out tbat 
SUNDAY is itself propagating it. 
judging by the cover picture or the 
scantly-glad girl in the J\me 18th 
issue. 

Rajesh Maheshwari takes Mr. 
Reddy’s attack on Don Bosco to be 
in bad taste. Mr. Reddy ought to 
have remembered what Gandhi had 
said : “Wc are here to light a candle, 
not criticise the darkness,” and sug 
gested remedies to bring Wester¬ 
nised schools up to the nation’s 
requirements. 
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Why and how Allende 
was murdered 

By TARIQ ALI 


In the last issue, Tariq Ali had taken the story of the 
failure of the "Chilean Road to SociaOsm’ to the point 
where the Allende regime was being battered by the 
Chilean ruling class, the United States and the Chilean 
army. Allenae’s Government had received a massive 
mandate from the people in the elections held m March 
1973. Yet, Allende's Popular Unity Government refused 
to give more power to the people and continued to be¬ 
lieve that the army was neutral. 

After the election triumph, the Chilean army, hitherto 
a part of the Government, withdrew from it. It wanted 
Allende to concede three demands : 1) the right to main¬ 
tain surveillance over armed groups; 2) the end of the 
executivefs use of legal loopholes to institute social 
reforms; and 3) adoption of a technical and non-polHi- 
cal approach to questions relating to the food supply. 


A LLENDE refused to accept all the demands of the 
military, but his action denoted that his Government 
would make a number of concessions. Hugo Blanco, a 
Peruvian revolutionary in exile in Chile, reported to the 
American Socialist weekly, Intercontinental Press, how 
the power of the JAP was being curtailed. The JAP had 
never been effectively generalised. They functioned most 
effectively inside the shanty towns where democratically 
elected and representative delegates gave them real 
weight. Hie strength of the MIR in these areas was a 
further factor of some importance. Blanco wrote: 
"Once the JAP were permitted wide powers. But, 
following this, their role was restricted, with many of 
their functions being handed over to the police at the 
same time that military, officers were being brought into 
top posts in the distribution system. At their height, 
besides receiving the goods and taking them to the 
merchants, tbe JAP maintained supervision over the 
prices add weighing of products sold over the counter... 
Once things reached this level, the consumers saw that 
Ihfy were ‘unpaid employees of the storekeepers , 
realising that merchants were unnecessary." 

The emasculation of JAP by the introduction of 
police and military personnel was part of the whole 
strategic and political thrust embodied in the “Chilean 
road . This concession to the uniformed despots was a 
clear indication that the Popular Unity would not break 
with the State apparatus of the bourgeoisie. It was this 
as well as conjunctural errors which led to the clash 
inJunel!f! Per mlners a * we ^ as Public sector workers 


Confronted with growing inflation, the public sector 
workers staged a strike for higher wages. The Govern¬ 
ment stupidly branded them as "agents of the Right”, a 
apbriquet also regularly applied to those who "illegally” 
occupied factories and land. The public sector workers 
replied by saying that they were supporters of the UP 
and were prepared to take over El Mrrcurio, the daily 
newspaper which ideologically organised the counter¬ 
revolution and which was owned by the Edwardes family. 
A strike of copper mines was organised by Christian 
Democrats and even by the fascist group "Fatherland 
and Freedom”, and it is interesting to note why the 
strike leaders were so obedient to rightwing initiatives. 
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The Popular Unity leaders could not understand that 
their refusal to go forward was leading to a deterioration 
of the economy. It was patently absurd to ask the 
miners to tighten their belts in a society where the 
bourgeoisie still held the reins of power, an intact State 
apparatus and owned a large section of the economy and 
70 per cent of distribution. Of course the rightwing 
Parties used this contradiction to increase their support. 
A set of bold measures was needed, designed to further 
challenge capital by Institutionalising workers' control 
and factory councils, thus opening up the way to 
generalised organs of workers’ power. The Popular 
Unity Government turned its back on this path, which 
wes -clearly visible. Small bridges leading to this path 
also existed, which the Popular Unity succeeded in dis 
mantling. It may not have realised it, but it was also 
dismantling itself. 

On June 29, 1973 the Second Armoured Regiment led 
an assault on the Moneda Palace. This attempted coup 
did not have the approval of the Military High 
Command. It was prepared essentially by officers in 
league with the fascists, whose organisation, Fatherland 
and Freedom, bad carried out over 500 terrorist attacks 
on trade union and Left-Party headquarters in 1973 
alone. Eighty-three fascists had been arrested, but every 
one of them had been released by Chilels “impartial” 
judiciary. So Sou per, encouraged by the fascists, struck 
alone with his unit. He was clearly hoping that his 
actions would force the hand of the army. It vves no 
secret in the army messes that a coup was being pre¬ 
pared, and Souper was fully aware of the moods of 
senior officers. The attempt was a miserable fiasco. 

/ T'HE most important feature of the abortive coup, 
* however, was the reaction of the masses. It was 
greeted with factory occupations and a strengthening of 
the Cordones Industrials (Action Committees of Work¬ 
ers). Defence committees were further strengthened 
and new ones were established. The Chilean Trade 
Union Congress, however, did not call a general strike 
to prepare the workers for struggle. They asked workers 
to stay inside their factories. There were a few initia¬ 
tives which were independent of the Popular Unity 
apparatus, but these had no national impact. Nonethe¬ 
less the anger of workers at the attempted coup was 
reflected in a massive street demonstration the same 
evening. Nearly a million workers marched through the 
streets and demanded that Allende dissolve Parliament 
and punish the plotters. Allende replied that tbe 
majority of the army had remained "loyal”. The 
“loyal” army was ruthlessly applying the notorious 
“arms law” accepted by Allende, which enabled troops 
to disarm anyone who had unauthorised weapons. The 
situation had all the ingredients of a Greek tragedy: the 
main characters were now aware of the danger facing 
them, but they embraced it with an air of fatalism. 

One of the independent initiatives from the base of 
tbe wbrkers' Parties, which 4id indicate that the more 
advanced workers were becoming conscious of tbe 
necessity of preparing the massea for dvil war, was the 
action of delegates of the Vicuna Mackenna Cordon. A 
joint statement was drawn up and signed in the 
Elecmetal factory on June 29. It is reproduced here in 
full to stress that there were other options even at that 
late stage. 







“We, representatives of the undersigned Leftwing 
Parties, express our total support to the measures taken 
by the Command of the Vicuna Mackenna Industrial 
Cordon in its Instructions Numbers 1, 2 and 3 (a re¬ 
ference to factory takeovers and preparations to defend 
the cordon with all means available at a time when the 
attempted coup had not yet been put down). The 
workers will not allow the Government, installed by us, 
to be overthrown by the bourgeoisie. We will not permit 
the gains we have achieved over long years of struggle 
to be swept aside by a fascist mob. The workers will 
crush sedition; we will make no truce with the 
bourgeoisie, but will crush it once and for all. 


L All plants will become part of the Social Sector of 
the economy; not one plant that is important for the 
workers will remain in the hands of the bourgeoisie. 


2. Workers’ leadership. Production and distribution will 
remain in the hands of the workers, and the people will 
exercise complete control over community territory. 


explain to the masses what was happening, to speak 
directly to the soldiers and sailors over the beads of 
their superiors. That is what a revolutionary leader and 
a revolutionary Party would have done. A pause now 
would be dangerous; a passive marking of time would 
be fatal. Allende failed to seize the moment. Within 
days the bourgeoisie, amazed at the lack of a public 
counter-offensive in the wake of the debacle of the 
attempted coup, resumed their offensive. The rapidity 
with which they did so alarmed Allende’s Cuban friends. 
During bis state visit to Chile several months before, 
Castro had, in a number of subtle speeches, warned the 
Popular Unity of the dangers behind the fascist and 
Rightwing mobilisations. Now he despatched two 
members of the Central Committee of the Cuban Com* 
munist Party to Santiago with a personal letter to 
Allende. In this he wrote: “...and I can imagine that 
tensions must be high and that you want to gain time 
to improve the balance of power in case fighting breaks 
out and, if possible, find a way to continue the revolu¬ 
tionary process without civil strife, avoiding any historic 
responsibility for what may happen. Those are praise¬ 
worthy objectives. But if the other side, whose real 
objectives we are not able to judge from here, continues 
to carry out a perfidious and irresponsible policy, 
demanding a price which it is impossible for Popular 
Unity and the Revolution to pay, which is quite likely, 
don’t ever forget the extaordmary strength of the 
Chilean working class and the firm support it has always 
given you in difficult moments. In response to your call 
when the revolution is in danger, it can block those who 
are organising a coup, maintain the support of the 
fence-sitters, Impose its conditions and decide the fate 
of Chile once and for all if the need arises. The enemy 
must realise that the Chilean working class is on the 
alert and ready to go into action. Its power and fighting 
spirit can tilt the scales in the capital in your favour, 
even though other circumstances may be unfavourable..." 

F IDEL Castro’s advice was late, very late. But what 
it implied was clerr. The Cubans advised Allende 
to mobilise the masses and prepare an offensive against 
reaction. They stressed the independent capacity of the 
working class to act on its own behalf and advised him 
to use this latent strength. But the Popular Unity was 
by now mesmerised by its own political impotence. In 
esorly July the bourgeoisie’s favourite newspaper, El 
Merairio, carried an article entitled “Anti-Communist 
Satisfactions”. Its author wrote; “Travelling through 
anti-communist countries like Brazil oilers profound 
satisfactions for those of us who have had to put up 
with the communists for almost three years. In the first 
place, you find the communists in their proper place, in 
hiding.’’ 

As late as July 31, the Communist leader, Luis 
Corvalan, was still trying to coax the military leadership. 
In a speech he reiterated several weeks later, the central 
theoretician of Chilean Communism said: 


3. Popular Militia. The organised people must protect 
their gains. Create a Defence Committee and arm it in 
every industry and neighbourhood. 

4. The leadership of the defence, and the advance of 
the people will be assured only if they rest in the hands 
of the organised working class." 

Eloy Bustamante, Socialist Party 
Jose Urrutia, Communist Party 
Augusto Alcayaga A-, Radical Party 
Sergion Sotomayor, Christian Left 
Enrique Fernandes, Fourth International 

/I .'HE Popular Unity did not pass the test of June 29, 
A by failing to organise the extraparliamentary 
rcwbilisation of the masses,' the only way they could 
have begun to, reverse the bourgeois offensive. After 
June 29 the workers were prepared to make all sorts of 
sacrifices. This was a late opportunity for the Popular 
Unity Government to convene a Congress of workers, 
peasants end students’ delegates to oppose the rullng- 
class offensive. This was the opportunity for Allende to 
appear on television (as Fidel, had done; hi Havana) to 


“They (the reactionaries) are claiming that we have 
an orientation of replacing the professional army. No 
sir, we continue and will continue to support keeping 
our armed forces strictly professional.” 

The attitude of the leaders of the Popular Unity 
convinced the military plotters that they would confront 
no serious organised or generalised resistance to their 
coup d'etat. In collaboration with the United States 
and the Brazilian military dictatorship, the Chilean gene¬ 
rals began to plan the last details of their takeover. 

On September 4, 1973, over 700,000 supporters of 
Popular Unity marched past the Moneda Palace to com¬ 
memorate the third anniversary of the Chilean experi¬ 
ment. Allende and other leaders were on the balcony 
acknowledging the acclaim of the crowd. In exactly a 
week the Government would be overthrown and its 
leader dead. The mood of the demonstrators was 
militant. They chanted repeatedly : “Allende, the peo- 

S le are defending .you. Hit the reactionaries hard.’’ 

ut there was no response. For a group of leaders 
dedicated to gradualism and compromise it was a cruel 
situation. All the reformist exits were sealed off. It 


Forget the 
itchy, burning 
misery of 
prickly heat! 



wu too late to effect any compromise with the Chilean 
ruling class and its Parties. The only way forward was 
to mobilise the masses. orgtcUse and extend popular 
committees at the base and prepare to resist. Certainly 
this route did not guarantee a victory. What it did, 
however, was to ensure that the masses would not be 
butchered in cold blood — they would not be defeated 
within a struggle. Even when the smell of a coup 
reached the executive committee of the Popular Unity, 
they made no real plans for mobilising the masses. 


O K September 11, the Chilean military struck. It was 
supported by the fascists, the Christian Democrats 
and the entire ruling class. At the Moneda Palace, the 
tragic figure of Salvador Allende resisted them with a 
machine gun in his hand. It was a moral gesture. Be- 
fore he died he dictated a last message to his people : 
"That Is how we write the first page of our history. 
My people and Latin America will write the rest." 


The last few weeks of Allende's life remind one, 
despite the many differences, of the dilemmas and 
choices which confronted Alexander Dubcek, the deposed 
Czech leader. Both men submitted to the “inevitability" 
of their fate and were overpowered, although they both 
desperately hoped that their problems would disappear 
of their own accord. Both knew what was being plan¬ 
ned for them but neither was aware of the exact tim¬ 
ing. Both Allende and Dubcek found themselves power¬ 
less to act and were overwhelmed, the one by Soviet 
tanks and the other by Chilean military fascism. 


They confronted different enemies in different poli¬ 
tical situations, but their ultimate choice was the same : 
should they throw their caution to the winds and issue 
a direct appeal to the masses and prepare a flghtback? 


Allende and Dubcek were both understandably des¬ 
perate to avoid civil war and bloodshed. It is a terrible 
decision for any leader, revolutionary or not. The im¬ 
portance of Lenin, Trotsky and Castro is that they, in 
their different ways, placed their future in the hands 
of the masses. They were all responsive to the slightest 
changes in mass moods. 


'T'HE overthrow of AUende posed a whole set of ques- 
1 tions for socialists throughout the world. Chile 
had been, after all, the country which was cited most 
frequently as an example by Communist Parties 
throughout Western Europe of the most advantageous 
road to socialism. The question which arose was whe¬ 
ther or not the Communist Parties in the West would 
re-evaluate their strategy in the light of the Chilean 
events. The answer was not long in coming. The Ita¬ 
lian Communist Party developed a set of these which, in 
effect, completely excluded the ;;>>ssibility of socialism. 
Instead it advanced the notion of the “historic compro¬ 
mise’" : a coalition Government consisting of the Chris¬ 
tian Democrats and the Communist Party. Communist 
leaders seemed to imply that the main problem with 
the AUende regime was that it moved too rapidly to the 
Left. 


What was inevitable was a settling of accounts with 
the "armed bodies of men” who were defending the 
bourgeois regime. In that sense the offensive of reac¬ 
tion could have been contained much earlier. It was 
not inevitable that the generals should have had the 
initiative. But it is vital to understand that once the 
United States had decided to overthrow the elected 
Government of Salvador AUende (and this is an indis¬ 
putable fact, admitted before the Senate Committee by 
Henry Kissinger and former CIA chief, Richard Helms), 
the only way to prevent a defeat was to go on the 
offensive. 


The Communist Parties argue that the coup could 
have been avoided if more concessions had been made 
to the Right. This view was also expressed in Prawn, 
which attempted to pin the blame on the moves towards 
a coup on the far Left 

Surely the real point is the following : the main 
reason for AUende increasing us electoral support was 



because of the significant reforms carried but by his 
Government. They responded by voting for Popular 
Unity. However, many of these reforms were extremely 
unpopular with Chilean capitalists and landlords. A 
compromise with the Christian Democrats would have 
necessitated a curtailment of a number of important 
reforms. This might have won Allende more time, but 
only at the expense of seriously alienating the social 
base of Popular Unity. The dilemma which confronted 
Popular Unity was that it was a reformist workers’ 
Government which found itself faced with the dialectic 
of the permanent revolution. It started a process which, 
to be concluded, needed a set of decisive blows to the 
head of the enemy, not friendly remonstrations, and 
certainly not concessions. 

On one question amongst others the far Left was 
consistently correct. It pointed out that the fascist group 
Fatherland and Liberty and fascist paramilitary organisa¬ 
tions such as the Rolando Matus Commandos, were in¬ 
volved in regular acts of sabotage and terrorism. They 
demanded that these groups be outlawed. They were 
not. These were to be the ideological outriders of 
Pinochet’s gangsters. 


'T'HIS brings us to the heart of the debate between 
revolutionaries and reformists. It is often assumed 
by reformists that revolutionaries are opposed in prin¬ 
ciple to participation in elections or interventions in the 
domain of bourgeois politics. This is totally false. On 
the contrary, revolutionaries must participate in a whole 
number of institutions which exist under a bourgeois 
democracy, including parliament and local councils. 
This participation, of course, has a goal, which is to 
strengthen and multiply the extra-parliamentary mobilisa¬ 
tions of the working class and other oppressed people, 
with the aim of developing new and more democratic- 
organs of power. The Bolsheviks in Tsarist Russia 
participated in the Constituent Assembly, but they 
always attached morp importance to Soviets or popular 
representative councils. The success of the Russian 
Revolution in 1917 was determined by the fact that the 
Bolsheviks were winning majority support in represen¬ 
tative institutions which were more democratic than 
the Assembly and where fluctuations in mass moods 
were reflected more immediately and accurately. 


The elementary revolutionary lesson of how com¬ 
munists intervene in bourgeois parliament has been com¬ 
pletely inverted by the Communist Parties in bourgeois 
democratic countries. In Western Europe. Japan, India 
and in pre-coup Chile, these Parties used extra-parlia¬ 
mentary mobilisations to focus the attention of the 
masses exclusively on the bourgeois parliament. They 
trained and educated their members in this direction. 


Thus the inability of the Popular Unity to resist 
the coup was not an historical accident, a chance mis¬ 
take — it was a direct reflection of . the fundamental 
flow which characterises reformist poetics : a failure to 
understand that the State in capitalist societies is ulti¬ 
mately a coercive apparatus designed to protect and 
defend the interests of the indigenous ruling classes. A 
total failure on the part of the Popular Unity Govern- 
.rnent to grapple with or even understand this problem 
reverberates throughout the three years it was in office 
Time and again both Allende and Corvalan reitera¬ 
ted their complete faith in the armed forces. The 
most favourable interpretation of their line Is that thej 
hoped that by constantly stressing that the armed forces 
were '‘neutral’’ they would actually transpose their 
hopes oh to the consciousness of the officers and the 
latter would ultimately come to believe that they were 
“neutral”. 


One of the novel lessons of Chile was that we were 
able to perceive the functioning of * workers’ Govern* 
{pent within a bourgeois regime. With the French and 
Italian communists on the threshold of entering Govern- 
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The existence of a workers' Government within, a 
bourgeois State unleashes a more far-reaching extra- 
parliamentary mobilisation of all classes than does a 
strategy of direct moves to dual power, short-circuiting 
the bourgeois-democratic regime. Thus the cordones, the 
occupation of over 1,Q00 factories, the networks of local 
supply committees, were more advanced than anything 
seen in other parts of Latin American, where guerilla 
warfare was used instead. The situation was far more 
precarious than France in May 1968; the extra-parlia¬ 
mentary mobilisation of the bourgeoisie was much 
greater. The bourgeoisie understood how grave the 
force of developing working class consciousness really 
was for the bourgeois order. It is this that makes the 
strategic errors of the workers’ Parties all the more 
reprehensible and tragic. 30,000 trade unionists, social¬ 
ists and communists paid the price with their lives. 
Those who attack the “ultra-Left” just because It believes 
that the State is not neural should ponder the losses in 
life suffered by the masses and the economic “genocide” 
to which they are still subjected. 

The reason Marxists oppose the bourgeois State is 
because it maintains the class division of society. Within 
its framework the majority of the people can never 
exercise real power. Any political Party which attempts 
to implement structural reforms which damage the 
interests of capitalism finds Itself confronting the coer¬ 
cive powers of the State. For while the bourgeois 
democratic State is based on the partial consent of the 
masses, if this consent is withdrawn then coercion be¬ 
comes the only means of maintaining the capitalist ordetf. 


Edited excerpts from T968 and After : Inside the 
Revolution’ by Tariq All (Radha Krishna Publications, 
Rs. 35). 
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The best fire fighter 
is made of 


paper 
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You may take all sorts of precautions against 
fire—and we hope you do. But even then fire could break 
out.. .spread. And while fire-fighting equipment can help to 
reduce the toss, you cannot get tack what is destroyed. 
Unless, of course, you have a Fire Insurance policy. 

So why take chances? Take out a Fire Insurance 
policy right away- To help you recover your losses quickly 
in case of fire. 

You could also go in for general insurance cover 
against theft, accident...almost any unforeseen calamity. 
General insurance costs very little, yet offers you ready pro¬ 
tection in your hour of need. 

Contact any offica of 

• NATIONAL INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

• THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO. LTD. 

• THE ORIENTAL FIRE ft GENERAL INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

• THE UNITED INDIA FIRE ft GENERAL 
INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

Subsidiariat of 


<£> 


General insurance 


irporat 

India 


\m 
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GENERAL INSURANCE— 
the one certainty in an uncertain world 


[inawpub/GIC/2/78 



people 


<< MY CAMPS are the best, big- 
Jrlgest and adequately equip¬ 
ped”, claims Dr Murugoppa Cbmna- 
veerappa Modi. It is no idle boast. 
For the past 31 years, he has been 
touring a wide section of south and 
north India, where he conducts his 
Free Eye Hospital for the poor. 
Since he started his practice in 1943, 
he has performed nearly five lakh 
operations — all free of cost. In 
addition, $ie has also examined mil¬ 
lions of patients to determine their 
problems and has provided glasses 
(or those who need them to aid 
their sight. When asked how many 
operations he could perform in a 
single hour. Dr Modi answered : "I 
can conduct fifty operations, provi¬ 
ded the patients are kept ready for 
the operation on tables 7 ’. It is no 
Idle boast — he has actually per¬ 
formed a record 833 cataract opera¬ 
tions in one day, or rather, 12 work¬ 
ing hours. This feat surpassed his 

J revious figure of 605 operations. In 
ndia, according to Dr Modi there 
are two million totally blind people 
and an additional six million who 
are partially blind thanks to mal¬ 
nutrition and inadequate medical 
aid. He has personally examined 
fifty lakh patients and is of the opi- 
nion that blindness is under control. 
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Jimmy Connors: just no match far the toilet of Bjorn Borg 


Dr Modi: light to the blind 


Though he is a sexagenarian, he is 
still very much a leader in the field 
of eye surgery : “Age has nothing 
to do with my work. My hands are 
steady and my fingers are still qnick. 
}t is perhaps ironical that he him¬ 
self wears spectacles but he stresses 
that he took to using them at the 
age of -42 and now only wears them 
for reading. .He..is known a* "Netra 
Daani” (sight giver) in the Kannada 
dialect ana‘villagers flock to his eye 
camps on foot or ih bullock carta 
is soon as they hear the drumbeats 
that herald his arrival. His sen, Dr 
Amarnath Modi, has also decided to 
Join the cAm'hs end has 10,000 ope- 
rations to jus credit. With their 
mobile eye hospitals, they are sail* 


T^HERE was a new seriousness 
* about Jimmy Connors at Wim¬ 
bledon this year. For a start, he 
ditched doubles partner Illie Nastase 
on grounds that the Rumanian dis¬ 
turbed his concentration. Then he 
went on to win the John Player 
tournament in style and' came to 
the Queen’s Club courts with re¬ 
newed confidence. The draw for the 
men’s singles was certainly lopsided 
— with the lesser-kndwns in Borg’s 
half and most of the dangerous 
customers in the same half as the 
American former champion. The 
left-hander made it to the final 


ted by teams of dedicated workers 
and volunteers ; ‘‘My patients are 
my God, the operating room my tem¬ 
ple, and my surgical instruments my 
sacred bell” Dr Modi uses a knife 
technique that literally lifts, the 
cataract out of the eye — this en¬ 
ables him to perform the operation 
with unbelievable swiftness and with 
minimum damage to tissue. An 
added asset is that he is able to 
perform surgery equally well with 
both hands. Dr Modi was awarded 
with a Padma Shri in 1956, the same 
year Helen Keller described him as 
a light piercing the darkness in 
selfless service”. 

H IS team may not have taken 
home the World Cup. In fact 
tbls was the second time Tunning 
that Holland came into' the final 
only to lose to the host country on 
both occasions. Bat captain Ruud - 
Krol, captain of the Dutch team, was 
not disgraced. Far from it He was 
knighted on his return to Holland 
In a ceremony at Soestdijk Palace. 


where be faced none other than 
Swedish star Bjorn Borg — and 
there collapsed the great edifice 
that had been James Connors. Borg 
demolished him with systematic 
strategy, outwitting the American 
who tried to put paid , to his younger 
opponent through sheer power. The 
tale is too well known now — the 
scoreboard stood at 6-2, 6-2, 6-3 in 
favour of 22-year-old Borg, who thus 
equalled Fred Perry’s record of 
winning the Wimbledon Men’s 
Championship three years running. 
But that will only serve to make 
Jimboo strive the harder next year. 


E£r--a 




Rv-v' 

“w. - WM 

Ruud Krol: honoured by the queen 

by Queen Juliana herself. To be 
awarded a knighthood is recognition 
enough but to receive the honour 
from the queen is doubly so, since it 
Is a very rare occurrence. The Dutch 
captain is seen raising his glass at 
the ceremony after receiving the 
award. 
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VARIETY! 


• this india 


THE DOCTORS and students of the 
Stanley Medical College and Madras 
Medical College feel the pulse of the 
people both figuratively and literally. In 
keeping with the popularity of The Omen 
and The Exorcist, they jointly had a 
seven-minute programme involving a pop 
and cabaret show by skeletons, brilliantly 
accompanied by special effects, psyche¬ 
delic lighting and stereophonic sound. 
The manipulated skeletons rendered a 
sizzling number. A skeleton, placed 
about 10 feet off the ground was the 
vocalist. Others at the rear played on 
the violin, the drums and the guitar to 
the delight of a packed hall watching 
the inauguration of the SMC medical 
exhibition. To top it all, a female 
.. skeleton, scantily clad in see-tbroughs, 
rose front the ground and gyrated to the 
jazzy rhythm — Indian Express (Mrs 
Vijayalakshmi, Madras) 


TIPTUR: Fourteen candidates contesting 
I; for the Vittalpura Panchayat in the taluk 
in a show of "unanimity”, have decided 
; to distribute model ballot papers to 
p voters in advance, to choose any four of 
:y,them they like. The candidates, it is 
. said, wanted to avuid quarrels and dis- 
• pensions among themselves — Deccan 
, Herald (R. C. E. Satyavrata, Bangalore) 

AN UPROOTED peepul tree near the 
, Annapurna mandir, Sitalata, Andul, re¬ 
portedly “stood up". The director and 
: senior officers of the Botanical Survey 
t of India visited the spot and the director 
•aid the tree was not totally uprooted. 

. According to experts, it was alive. The 
/ Upper branches had been sawed of! 

earlier, and experts said the phenomenon 
v was “unusual and interesting” — The 

Statesman, (R. M. Krishnan, Calcutta) 

| COIMBATORE : The local city police 
''recently booked ten private buses for 
: playing. taped music too loudly, under 
: nuisance charges. Playing “canned 

/ music” to lure the passengers is now 

• ■_ • _ 

/ without comment 

CHAUDHURY SAHEB does not quite 
know what Raj Narain has been saying 
and doing — Mrs. Charan Singh quoted 
yin Orgamser. 

if HAVE KNOWN Charan Singh for 40 
/years. It is only resignation politics he 
-knows. He will abuse you and then 
/ resign — C. B. Gupta. 

'If: ■ 

MY FIRST impulse is not to speak — 
"Shyam Nandan Mishra at the Janata 
/Parity's national executive meeting. 

*TRiE FIRST impulse is correct — Piloo 
Mndy to S. N. Mishra, quoted in The 
. Time's of India. 

MORARJI DESAI is ejder. to me. The 



prize it. 30 foi the entry given lirtt 


the current fashion among the private 
bus operators. Formerly it was confined 
to mofussil buses but now It has spread 
to town buses as well. The Coimbatore 
West Town Congress Committee some¬ 
time ago asked the authorities to stop 
playing cinema music in buses as it was 
a distraction to drivers and hence a 
traffic hazard — Sunday Standard (S. 
Nagarajan, Madurai) 

CHANDIGARH: fighting the angry 

Akalis outside the Union Territory 
Secretariat, the Chandigarh Police'found 
an unusual ally—honey bees. The initial 
bursts disturbed the slumber of the 
“winged and stinged” inhabitants of two 
huge hives in the locality. The bees 
swooped on the “battlefield’' and began 
stinging all the people around. According 
to entomologists, bees have a special 
affinity for the colour blue, and thus the 
Akalis, wenring blue turbans, were the 
worst sufferers —Sunday Standard (Ratbin 
Mukhopadhay, Saproon) 

TRIVANDRUM : Believers of Palkulan- 
gara in this city have been worshipping 
a pumpkin, which h?s taken .an elongated 
shape instead of the normal round con¬ 
figuration. A large crowd of botlf 
believers and sceptics gather every day 
to get a glimpse of the pumpkin god, 
smeared with vibhuti and turmeric. A 
fund collection has also been started— 
Indian Express (Nirmala Venkitesan, 
Vallayani) 

BOMBAY: It all began with telephone 
bells and ended with wedding bells. They 
began their romance when they had their 
lines cross-connected. For three days at 
a stretch their persistent attempts to get 
the right number resulted in their gett¬ 
ing “hooked” again and again. Finally 
the “phony love” united them In wed¬ 
lock. The couple is now thankful to the 
Bombay Telephones for its inefficiency— 
Amrita Bazar Patrika (Raja Dipankar 
Talukdar, Pradban Nagar) 


move should come from him — Charan 
Singh. 

THERE IS a need to think big and -act 
big. 1 ain glad that Charan Singh has 
made a gesture of unity — Madhu 
Limaye. 

JAGJIVAN RAM should be made the 
Prime Minister because ha moved the 
Emergency resolution — Charan Singh. 

THE POLITICIANS think that the whole 
nation is a big fool — V. M. Tarkunde. 

INDIRA GANDHI knows the art of how 
and when to hit the headlines. She 
orders the tune Iind the news editors 
* unconsciously are dancing to her tune 
— D. «, Mankekar id Mainstream. 


humour in real life 



AT A sports shop in Bombay 
there is a sign which reads: “I 
give you credit on cash payment” 
—B. B. Madhiwalla, Bombay 



AN ADVERTISEMENT reads: 
“Information for cancer patients. 
Famous cancer homoeopathic 
Doctor A. M. Mathur will consult 
cancer patients from July 1, 1978 
to July B, 1978” — J. V. Deen 
Bandho, Delhi 



DURING A Biology lesson one 
day, our teacher was explaining 
a theory which said that “the <tis- 
use of an organ in the human 
body makes it inefficient and 
wears it away in future genera* 
tions, or else evolution takes 
place.” Just after the lesson, the 
teacher caught one of the students 
talking in class and remonstrated 
severely. But the,boy had a good 
answer ready : “If I do not make 
use of mv tongue, my descen¬ 
dants will not know how to 
speak” — Biswajit Majumdar, 
Calcutta t 
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a word or two 


stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 



P HILOLOGISTS sometimes talk 
about '‘purr-words”. Such 
words bear little precise meaning, 
conveying only a general sense of 
approval, like the purring of a 
cat. 

Top of this list, surely, is nice. 
Yet the word originally had a pre¬ 
cise meaning, and a most disappro¬ 
ving one at that. Derived ulti¬ 
mately from Latin, nescio, “1 don’t 
know”, it actually meant foolish 1 
A little later it came to mean wild, 
rude or even immoral. 

From this unpromising start, the 
word inched its way to its present 
meaning or non-meaning. It was 
applied to fashionable dress and 
thus came to mean smart and trim 
— or rare and uncommon. In any 
case, it acquired an aura of fasti¬ 
diousness and even effeminacy. 

For a long time, the principal 
meaniug of nice was fastidious — 
perhaps in a good sense. This led 
on to meaning strict and meticu¬ 
lous, and hence subtle and intelli¬ 
gent. In'fact, the word was given 
a whole set of agreeable associa¬ 
tions, so that ultimately they blen¬ 
ded into a big vague blur of mild 
praise, 

WORDSPINNER 



r PHE darts of Cupid create ceaseless 
longings; they also impel the lover to 
gift a token of his infatuation to the 
beloved. Countless are the ways in which 
a man may express his emotions in amo¬ 
rous matters. A poet honours Jus inamo¬ 
rata by creating a mellifluous ditty; a 
painter by pouring his emotions onto can¬ 
vas. No lover will ever equal the stature 
of Shah Jahan for the world Is perhaps 
not destined to have another Taj Mahal. 
The common man, however, has at his 
call the hoary, though very convenient, 
custom of presenting a ring. 

Starting from an unidentifiable point of 
antiquity, the ring has marked sacred, 
temporal and historical milestones of 
man’s recorded existence on earth. Like 
the circle, the rotundity of the ring defies 
solution of its beginning and end and 
thus denotes fusion and constancy of 
mutual love and affection. The early peo¬ 
ple of Ireland translated these senti¬ 
ments when a custom was developed of 
a man presenting a bracelet of his hair 
to bis sweetheart. The woman accepting 
the bracelet pledged herself irrevocably 
to marry the conferror. 

. Exchange of rings has served to set a. 
seal on the unwritten pledge of betro¬ 
thal throughout history. This was the 
custom in the Middle Ages in England 
and Europe. Nearer home, the episode of 
the gift of royal ring by Dushyanta to 
Shakuntala, Immortalised by the incom¬ 
parable Sanskrit poet Kalidasa in his 
play Abhigyan Shakuntalam, served to 
reunite the lovers, but not before the ring 
had had a chequered run of destiny. 

Over the ages, different materials have 
been employed in shaping the ring. The 
Romans are reputed to have used iron 
for ring-making in keeping with the 
strength of the metal and their own 
reckoning of prowess. The lowly, medie¬ 
val peasantry, however, adopted leather, 
wood and rushes to express their dotage. 
From the very humble material of 
human hair to gold and platinum, stud¬ 
ded with diamonds, rubies and a myriad 
other precious stones, the ring continues 
to emit the unchanging zeal of love. As 
a legend would have us believe, the 
radiance of the diamond stems from 
the fire of love, thus accounting for its 
invariable use in the fabrication of the 
wedding ring. No less, however, is the 


importance of the human hair in tfcjf 
use of the ring by the Irish; nothing 
could be held to be more sacred ant 
thus sentimentally valuable than thi 
crowning glory of man, his head. (Th< 
imaginative reader is requested not 
stir a controversy by raising the quei 
tion of bald-headed lovers.) 

English women in the time of Eliza 
beth I are reputed to have embellisher 
themselves by wearing ornate rings oi 
their thumbs) Every time they put tbei 
thumbs up, they might have been heral 
ding the generosity of the donor o: 
craftsmanship of the goldsmith. Never 
theless, the fourth finger of the Jpf 
hand has traditionally been the prow 
limb for sporting the wedding ring. J 
fclksy belief links that finger’s vejqi 
with the seat of love, the heart. Oho 
the veins are ensconsed with a lovetf 
gift, the heart must also have beei 
thought to come under his control I i 
perverse school of thought reckons tba 
the use of left hand for wearing tb 
wedding ring was chosen on purpose 
The left hand, they argue, stands f« 
inferiority and slavery and thus wonsfe 
ensured and perpetuated their subservi 
ence to man, the master. The utilitarian 
rebut the argument on considerations p 
lesser comparative use of the left hand 
thus ensuring reduced wear and prolor 
givity of the love-symbol. The propdsl 
tion has added logic. Eve does care t 
guard the wedding ring against damage 
wearing it on tbe ring finger affords th 
needed protection in contrast to fit 
Elizabethan custom of thumb-wear. Eve 
wearing the ring on the little finger o 
either hand would not counter the col 
tention. 

Varied combinations of symbols, letter 
and art-forms, have been inscribed Q> 
rings and signets. Inscription of to 
names of the couple has been the mbs 
popular form. The initials of the name! 
m an intertwined fashion, have been th 
rage lately. Yet none of the ingeauit 
of the zealous couples has matched tit 
early Greek inscription, deciphered l 
HONEY, which most truly reflects th 
profound measure of love a moder 
Romeo would stake his all to equal As 
time. 


S. K. AHUJA 
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chess 



PobWoa No. 1 



With this position we begin the 77th 
series ol a solving competition designed to 
teat and, I hope, entertain the combinative 
powers of that host of Intelligent chesa- 
piayenrwho read The Observer and also my 
chess column. When I devised the competi¬ 
tion a dozen years ago my intention was to 
do some indirect teaching in the field of 
combination, since I knew that of all the 
various s ec t ors Into which the game of 
chess is divided that dealing with combina¬ 
tions is the e as iest to teach 

It would be wrong to state definitely that 
one cannot team combinations through the 
study of chase problems since there are 
certain types of problem that do contain 
playing themes (I remember that when, a 
mere SO years ago, I was London Boy 
Champion, my predecessor aa chess corres¬ 
pondent of The Observer, the late Brian 
Harley, published a game f had played with 
the query—'Is Mr OoTombek also among the 
pro b lem l ata'—since I had uaed a problem 
theme to finish off my opponent). Neverthe- 
teee it is true that, on the whole, the basic 
aet-up of the problem Is too artificial to be ol 
much uae to the practical player. 

Hence there wlH be no chess problems In 
ths competition, but every position will be 
taken from actual play. This means that the 
competitor is not required to look for a sat 
mate in a fixed number of moves and in fad 
ha is not necessarily asked to find or bring 
about a mating finish. Just work out the 
series of moves necessary for forcing a 
resignation or, it neither side has a winning 
advantage, a drew. 

The way to set about it is to fmagin* that 
you are playing a game and this position 
has arisen in the game. You can rest 
assured that, except when I have over¬ 
looked something (which happens about 
once in every two competitions, l.e. once In 
26 times), there is a definite cteercut finish 
for you to lino. So, analyse the position, 
decide what is the bast course of pfsy end 
give it In your entry, along with any main 
variations that may arise. 

K ie to your advantage to be as brief and 
as deer as possible in your entry. Economy 
of effort is a great virtue in playing chess 
and there Is also the chance that if you ere 
tong-winded and/or obscure in your anal¬ 
yses then you may so muddle me that I will 
tot award you your proper marks. 

- Marks up to s maximum of 10 ere 
awarded for each entry. Please do not wait 
for next week’s position so as to send two 
weeks’ entries at on# fall swoop. For the 
danger then exists that I may overtook one 
ofthe entries since the postcards (cards not 
letters please) ere filed according to the 
number of positions. 
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First prizewinners from the previous com¬ 
petition are handicapped six medal end the 
remaining prizewinner* three marks. The 
competition lasts three months and at the 
and of this time the top three c ompetitors 
receive ES book tokens, the next three £3 
book tokens end the next five C2 book 
tokens. 

Continuation of Petition No. 13 
This position was taken from a game played 
in Moscow teat year between Qutop and 
Klundehi: 4r1k1; Iktplrlpp; 

1p1p1q2;6Kt1: 1 P3P2; 4ROP1. ZP; 
4R1K1. 

White can win a pawn by 1. R x ft, R x R; 2. 

R x R. Q xR; 3. O x Kt, but then comes 3__ 

Q—Kfl ch with s drew by perpetual check. 

So, Instead he plays 1. 0—R5, P—Kt3; 2 . 
QxRPch, RxO; X RxRch. K—Kt2; 4. 
R(K1)—K7ch, K—R3; B. RxR mate. 

HARRY GOLOMBEK 

t -—---- " - -— -. — 

bridge 


TO JUDGE from hte numerous successes in 
heats of the Philip Morris Cup, with a variety 
tof partners, Peter Menhantt of Austria Is the 


equal of Karl Schneider and other great 
players ot ths past. This deal is from the 
Israel tournament. 


Dealer, North. Game all 

* AKJ9 

U 6 

* At 

* K9B762 

401042 *5 

0 JB43 2 N a 10 7 

♦ 103 W 1 e KQJ757 

• J 8 * 10 843 

* 10 7 3 

a AKQ8S 

* 864 

* AO 
The bidding went: 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

— 

— 

1* 

No 

1* 

No 

1* 

2* 

3* 

No 

4* 

No 

4NT 

No 

6* 

No 

6NT 

No 

No 

No 


West led the 10 ot diamonds. At aggi*- 
gato scoring it would probably be right to 
duck this, in order to rectify the count for e 
possible squeeze, but such a manoeuvre 
would be foolish In s pairs, beca u se there 
are obvious chances to meks 13 tricks. So 
Menhanft won with the Ace of diamonds, 
end played off Aoe end Queen of dubs. 

As neither Iheoluba nor the hearts break, 
it is not easy to see st first where the Iw el f tn 
trick wBI come from, but Menherdt rattled 
off the cards in a few seconds. He ran the 10 
of spades, repeated the finesse, then took 
three top hearts, followed by a third spade- 
With the lead In dummy, the position was: 

* A 

to — 

* 9 

* KB 

a j® * a - 

♦ 3 w e ♦ ko 

* — 8 * 10 6 

* — 

a a s 

♦ BB 

* — 


East must throw sNemcnd on toe Ace of 
spades end Is toon to room in. 


As Peter Pigot remarked when reporting 
toe deal In the I.B.PA buHottn, the lead Of a 
low diamond instead ofthe 10 prevents this 
end-ptey. Some c on t tn entei pteyers do teed 
low from e doubleton of partner's euM. 
holding that this method hoe various advan¬ 
tages. 

TERENCE REESE _ 

quiz _' 

1. Traditionally what would you 
find at Transyllvania ? 

2. its old name was Fredericks 
Nagar; what is It known as now? 

3. In Japan, in World War II, a 
group of Air Force pilots were 
known as kamikaze, for the suicide 
attacks they would launch What 
does the word kamikaze mean ? 

4. What is 7X ? 

6. In secret service slang, who is. 
a shadow man ? 

6. Where in India will (he Asian 
Schools Football championships be 
held in December ? 

7. What Is a parallax error? 

8. What is the name of the only 
poem Tagore wrote directly In 
English ? 

9. What is common to Lex Barker, 
Gordon Scott and Dara Singh ? 

10. Which body is empowered by 
Indian law to readjust the alloca¬ 
tion of seats In the Lok Sabha for 
the States ? 

11. Which U S. State is called 
The Mother of Presidents? 

12. What Is the motto of the 

Indian Posts and Telegraphs 

Department ? 

13. What Is the name of Mickey 
Mouse's dog ? 

14. Jamshedpur Is at the junction 

of two rivers; one Is Kharkhai, 

what Is the other? 

15. What Is Jimmy Carter’s middle 
name ? 
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VARIETY 


Sunday week 


Beginning July 30 

This week the Sun alone is In Cancer. Saturn, Mercury and Venus are conjoined in Leo. Rahu and Mars are in Virgo, 
Uranus is in Libra, Neptune ia in Scorpio, Kethu alone Is in Pisces and Jupiter is in Gemini The Moon will be 
moving through Gemini, Cancer and Leo from Taurus. 



(March 20 — April 20) This week 
a new friendship brings happiness. 
Avoid arousing the hostility of 
employers and all those in author¬ 
ity. Curb erratic 'tendencies in business, as well as in 
domestic and social matters. Check extravagance and be 
careful so as to avert financial loss. Health will improve. 
Good dales: 30. 31, 1, 3 and 5. Lucky numbers: 4 and 6. 
Favourable directions: South and West. 

(April 21 — May 22) Exercise dis¬ 
cretion in all dealings with mem¬ 
bers of the opposite sex — this 

_ . will ensure you a fair measure of 

happiness. A new S-omance is probable. You will need 
plenty of rest in order to assure you peace of mind. The 
results of your activities will not measure up to the amount 
of energy you expend. This will generally prove to be a 
dull week for you. Good dates: 30, 2 and 3. Lucky numbars 
2 and 11. Favourable direction: West. 




• (May 23 — June 21) Events over 
which you , have no control tend to 
cause major changes, but you 

__ should have no .difficulty adapting 

yourself to the flux. Matters concerning business, love and 
domestic affairs occasion anxiety and should be tackled 
with a clear head. Financially, a norma! week for you. You 
will be rewarded for devoted service rendered* during the 
week. Good dates: 2, 3 and 4. Lucky numbers. 4 and 9.' 
Favourable directions: North and East. 



(June 22 — July 22) One of the 
womenfolk in your family may cause 
unexpected anxiety while others, 
however, contribute to your well¬ 
being and happiness. People in authority benefit you finan¬ 
cially — a fortunate- week In the main. Success will depend 
entirely on your own exertions and Initiative. A good week 
for women to make costly acquisitions. Good dates: 30, 
31, 2 and 4. Lucky, numbers: 3 and 5: Favourable direc¬ 
tion: East. 



(July 23 — August 22) An active, 
happy and successful week is fore¬ 
seen. Push your affairs to the 

___, utmost — do not be afraid to take 

risks. A favourable time for dealings vylth finance, property, 
insurance, elders, agents and lawyers when you must stand 
your ground. A meeting with a high-ranking official Is 
necessary. A journey Is likely to be a solution to a major 
problem. Good dales: 2, 3 and 5. Lucky numbers: 4 and 6. 
Favourabla direction: North-east. 




(August 23 September 22) 

Dealings involving property, inherit¬ 
ance or legal matters may cause 
you initial anxiety, but bn the 
whole, this will be a successful and happy week. Health 
will Improve despite frenzied activity. Your financial position 
improves. Lovft and matrimonial attains progress well. 
Letters from distant places will give you new scope for 
progress. Good dates: 30, 31, Jl and 3, Lucky numbers: 1 
bpd 9. FavourAbfe <&r*etfon: South-west, 


(September 23 — October 22) 

A week of mixed fortune is fore¬ 
cast for you. Business qains may 
_be depleted by unwise invest¬ 
ments and dealings with property, law or elders. Shun 
gambling and all forms of unorthodox business. Safeguard 
health out exercise circumspection in dealings with the 
opposite sex. Take care of your own health as well as that 
of children. Good dates: 30. 31, 2 and 3. Lucky numbers: 
1 and 9. Favourable direction: North. 



mm 


— (October 23 — November 21) 

Make fullest use of the favourable 
vibrations now assisting vour pro¬ 
se fesslonal, domestic and social 

activities, but euro erratic Impulses Children progress 
apace, bringing you much joy. Hopes and ambitions will be 
realised. Push all your affairs to the utmost and do not 
hesitate to seek favours. Good dates: 30, 1 and 3. Lucky 
numbers: 4 and 5. Favourable directions: South and West. 


mm 


(November 22 — December 22) 

Your affairs make some progress 
and an. unexpected benefit may 
be expected, but deal tactfully 
with those In authority.. Some, disputation and deception 
threaten you at the same time. Refrain from hasty deci¬ 
sions and aettons — defer changes and watch finances 
closely Your home front will run smoothly. Good dates: 
31. 2. 9 and 5. Lucky number*: 1 and 3. Favourable direc¬ 
tion: East. 


(December 23 — January 20) An 

unexpected event brinqs gain, 
but do not let your attention be 
diverted from business. Employers 
and officials generally may prove uncoooerative. Defer 
requests as well as olans tnvolvlnq courtship and marriage. 
Avoid all legal matters. You will wade through a lot of 
problems, but will not find it difficult to make both ends 
meet. Good dates: 30, 2 and 3. Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. 
Favourable direction: North-east. 
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(January 21 — February 19) Your 
fortunes revive In unexpected 
ways. Dealings with property snd 

|_« speculation lead to satisfaction. 

Do not be afraid to adopt original methods in business, but 
exercise caution in love affairs. Matrimonial problems also 
disturb you, but take plenty of rest so as to regain peace 
of mind. A journey is likely to be a solution to a major 
problem of yours. Good dates: 1, 3 and 5 Lucky numbers: 
3 and 5. Favourable direction: South. 


(February 20 — March 20) This 
week brings you a fair measure 
of success and happiness. Women¬ 
folk may cause anxiety or provoke 
displeasure. This will later give place to more pleasant 
conditions, however. Push business affairs to the utmost 
and eschew doubtful speculation and pet-rich-quick 
schemes. There is a chance of promotion and change oi 
place. Good dates: 30. 2 and 3. Lucky numbers: 6 and 7 
Favourable direction: South-west. 

M. B. RAMAN 



































THE WORLDS 
LARGEST SELLING 
SANITARY TOWEL 
IS ALSO INDIAS 
NO.1 
BRAND 
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txtra ahsoihent. 
o xtr.i soil. so liijht 
you (:,m loudly fuel 
it's them with no 
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In i omit id you eithei 
And most impoi t.mt 
Comfit is 1 11!,1 1 iy 
liyi|ioni(. made in 
stoi ilt* conditions in 
India s most modem 
, iiid .111 1 (him tu, plant 
m col laboi a t inn with 
Climdine Hiiili'n of 
Sweden 

Use Comfit and 
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cares for you 






| IN THE SALUTATION OF A 
| LETTER, THE PROPER 
ujordanp SPELLING of 
THAT UIORP IS "PEAR'-' 


saw _ 

J&JtlA, OAX. ^4-tAMtUdL 

4Vtn&d'. 

A r-\ -— 1 — 


I'M SORRV...I DIDNT REALIZE 

vou ljere uniting about 

PEER... I APOLOGIZE.. 




WELL, I SHOULP HOPE SO! IT 
5EEM5 TOME THAT A LOT OF THE 
PROBLEMS IN THIS DORLP ARE 

causep by people who criticize 

OTHER PEOPLE BEFORE THES'KNOW 
WHAT We TALKING ABOUT.' 









science 


VARIETY! 

Ways to sound(less) sleep 


T HE Nobel Prize for medicine is 
awarded for sophisticated re¬ 
search work but many married per¬ 
sons, particularly among the fairer 
sex, would happily award it to any¬ 
one who could find a cure to snoring. 
While many people are able to put 
up with the noise of traffic or in¬ 
tense illumination in a room while 
sleeping, they usually find it impossi¬ 
ble to sleep when their spouses are 
snoring. They have no alternative 
but to lie awake helplessly, awaiting 
able 



the next rattle, rumble or roar. 


Businessmen have always tried to 
capitalise on the popular aversion to 
snoring. In fact, there are more 
than 400 patented devices and gad- 
gets to reduce the number of de 
bels of ‘ “ ‘ " —- 


„ _ .. ded¬ 

uct* vi snoring. But if seen as a 
problem id Physics, it is possible to 
fluid a means of relief and even cure 
from snoring. 


tive pressure develops around the 
constriction. By this same principle 
the wings of an aeroplane help to 
keep it aloft. So the appropriate 
thing to do would be to look for the 
obstructions that cause the inspired 
air to rush through the nostrils and 
mouth at a faster clip. 


Snoring is the result of inspired 
air flowing past the relaxed soft 
palate and the uvula, a cone-shaped 
tissue suspended from .the palate at 
the rear of the mouth. When the 
ejr passes through, they flutter like, 
mgs V in the wind. According to 
Bernoulli's theorem, a principle in 
physics, when ait passes through a 
constriction there is an increase in 
the flow-rpte and as a result, a nega¬ 


One obstruction is a deflected 
nasal septum. Another is the swell¬ 
ing of nasal tissues due to allergy. 
Dry and swollen mucous membranes 
are also a barrier, so also tonsils and 
nasal polyps. But the most common 
in pc 


cause In persons above 60 and In 
some cases younger people, is a col¬ 
lapsed ‘alae nasi, the flaring expan¬ 
sion that forms the outer side of 
each nostril. As these wings are 
drawn ip on breathing, the increa¬ 
sed negative pressure causes the 
nasal mucous to swell with tissue 
fluid, causing more obstructions. The 
collapse may be got rid of by simple 


massage of the nostrils and the 
avoidance of sniffing. However, there 
is no need for an operation bn the 
nostrils or the palate. Rather. It 
would be advisable to abstain from 
smoking and drinking for about 
four months. Also, steeping by turn¬ 
ing to one side can help, as, most 
people snore when they are lying on 
their backs. Adjusting a number of 
pillows into position may be a way 
out- Devices to keep the mouth shut 
during sleep cap also be worth 
using, provided, of course, they 
allow a sufficiently large nasal air¬ 
way. 


If none of these methods help, 
finally, it would be advisable for the 
non-snoring spouse to go to sleep 
first If tiu* too fails, the only, and 
perhaps unfortunate course is to 
sleep in separate bedrooms. 


SAMIR KUMAR GHOSH 
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Karpoori's Govt has not done 
much: Bihar Janata chief 


SATYENDRA NARA1N SINHA, the 
chairman of Janata Party’s Bihar 
unit, had unsuccessfuly opposed Mr 
Karpoari Thakur in the contest of 
Chief Ministership in June last year. 
With Mr Karpoori Thakur backing 
Mr Charan Sungh in the Janata 
leadership tussle at the Centre, Mr 
Sinha has gone closer to the Prime 
Minister. Though he does not see 
any immediate danger for Mr 
ThakuPs Government, he is “not 
very much impressed” with the State 
Government’s performance, Mr Sinha 
spoke to S. P. SAGAR on July 9. 


Q: It Kern* Delhi to In the grip 
of political instability. Have yon 
done anything to ease the situation? 

A: I don’t think there is any 
political instability. It’s all owing 
to some personal differences. The 
Prime Minister has made it clear 
that there is no instability nor is 
there any apprehension of it We 
support the Prime Minister's stand 
and there is no question of our 
doing anything since 1 think every¬ 
thing is all right. 

Q: Who to responsible for the 
current tension — Morarjibhai or 
Charan. Singh? 

A: The background will show 
who is wrong. Chaudhury Saheb fell 
ill and Morarjibhai started looking 
after the Home Ministry. Morarji¬ 
bhai purposely did not like to con¬ 
sult Chaudhury Saheb because ten¬ 
sion generated on any account would 
not have been good for his health. 

Scrutiny of the Shah Commis¬ 
sion's report was going on. The 
final decision in any case would have 
been taken by the Cabinet. The Law 
Ministry was opposed to the idea of 
setting up a special court. Even the 
general feeling inside and outside 
the country was that such a court 
cannot function under the ordinary 
course of law and that a special 
enactment was necessary. 1 

Mr. Dcsai also did not not favour 
the idea that such a court be consti¬ 
tuted solely to deal with Mrs. 
Gandhi’s case. But there was still 
sctipe for a different decision on it 
after discussing the whole thing in 
^detail. At this point the kind of 
TStatenient Chaudhury Saheb made 
from* Suraj Kund went against all 
norms of a cabinet form of govern¬ 
ment. 

Q: Hie dissidents in Bibar have 
suddenly become active after the 

50 



Satyendra Narain Sinha 


Delhi incidents. Is there a threat to 
Mr. Karpoori Thakur’s Ministry? 

A: As far as my knowledge goes, 
no special activity is discernible 
among the dissidents and the kind 
of symptoms that are obvious show 
that at the moment there is no dan¬ 
ger to the present Ministry in Bihar. 

Q : Now or in the near 
future, to there any possibility that 
the dissidents may unite with the 
erstwhile Jana Sangh MLAs and try 
to force a change of leadership in 
the Bihar JLP ? 

A : I do not have full knowledge 
in this connection. To the few 
people whom I have met in these 
days, my advice was not to do a 
thing which may violate Party dis¬ 
cipline. 

Q: As the chairman of the Bihar 
Janata Party, how do you view the 
working and achievements of the 
State Government in the past one 
year? 

A: Let me tell you frankly that 
I am riot very much impressed. In 
fact I am unable to present any list 
of achievements. The Government 
has not done its work with the speed 
it should have and one reason is the 
spate of statements and counter 
statements which has- been going on 
in Bihar until now. Wc have got too 
much involved in the law and order 
affairs, A lot of our energy has been 
lost in fighting this problem. 

Q: Critics of Mr. Karpoori Tha¬ 
kur’s Government say that there has 
been considerable deterioration in 

■ ■ g - 1 


discipline, crime situation, etc. What 
to your opinion ? What could be the 
reaaons for this? 

A: I can base my opinion on the 
statistics given by the Government. 
On the basis of the statements issued 
by the Chief Minister, it seems there 
has been no deterioration in the 
crime situation. But at the same 
time, many people come and tell me 
that the administration is moving 
very slowly. But the I.G. of Police 
also has held that relatively the 
crime situation in this Stale has not 
deteriorated. I am, therefore, unable 
to say anything authoritatively ex- 
rept that I have tn support what the 
Government says. 

Q: One of the objectives of the 
JP Movement was to abolish corrup¬ 
tion. Allegations of corruption 
against top people in the State have 
become a daily affair. What have 
you done In thu respect? 

A : I did not have occasion to talk 
to the Chief Minister in this connec¬ 
tion till now. A coordination com¬ 
mittee ‘lias been formed in this res 
pect, but since 1 was out of India all 
these days, no meeting of this com¬ 
mittee could be held 

Q: How many times have you been 
abroad in recent months ? On what 
missions? What impression did you 
find there about the Janata Govern¬ 
ment and the Party ? 

A: Between January and June ( 
had to go abroad thrice. Twice to 
participate in meetings of the Spe¬ 
cial Commission on Violation of 
Human Bights of Parliamentarians, 
and once as the leader of a parlia¬ 
mentary delegation. I went to 
Europe, Mr. Desai’s straightforward 
diplomacy has created a good im¬ 
pact there. 

Q: What do the European lea¬ 
ders feel about Mrs. Gandhi? 

A : They expressed surprise over 
the victory of her . Party in the 
Assembly elections. Tney were 
watching the developments with 
deep interest. The day (June 30) 
the Cabinet decided to issue the 
letters to Mr. Charan Singh and Mr. 
Raj Narain, I was in London. There- 
was general appreciation of the step 
taken by the Prime Minister. They 
felt India has got an effective lea¬ 
dership and they feel this Govern¬ 
ment will indeed do something. But 
it cannot be denied that consider¬ 
able interest has been' aroused in 
Europe about Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
also. 






























Only if you want the best & no compromise! 

SONODYNE 

OFFERS YOU AN OUTSTANDING NEW TV OF 

ALL SOLID STATE DESIGN 

NO TV SET PRESENTLY AVAILABLE IRRESPECTIVE OF PRICE 
CAN BE COMPARED WITH THE CORONATION DELUXE FOR 
PICTURE SHARPNESS, CONTRAST & SOUND QUALITY. 

What else could you want in a TV? 



* 51 CM PICTURE TUBE * HI-FI 
AUDIO CIRCUIT WITH BASS AND 
TREBLE CONTROLS & MATCHING 
DOUBLE SPEAKERS * SUPERB 
PICTURE QUALITY * LOW POWER 
CONSUMPTION * PROFESSIONAL 
QUALITY COMPONENTS FOR HIGH 
DEPENDABILITY » ATTRACTIVE 
CABINET OF LATEST INTERNATIONAL DESIGN WITH 
DOUBLE ROLLING SHUTTERS & LOCK. * OUTPUT 
FOR DIRECT TAPE RECORDING 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING TV DEALERS 
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Make your baby’s fi 

Nestum 

baby cereal 

cream of rice 


f#' 


contains 
11 vitamins 


r^r 
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Ppur pre-boiled milk 






Add ttotum & mix 




















Hair is your image. 


And that’s where 
Keo-Karpin comes in. 

A hair oil of distinction 
Non-greasy • Non-Staining 
Delightfully 
perfumed 
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Music is closely woven into the fabric of Indian society with 
a tradition of over three thousand years. Just as a 
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Pantexre. All you need to look really beautiful. It styles and sets 
your hair for houro on end. 

Regular use of Pantene also ensures strong, healthy hair. Because 
‘Panthenor its unique Ingredient helps stimulate and normalise 
healthy blood circulation. That’s why Pantene Is the first eesentlal 
to overall good grooming. 

PANTENE 

THE MMGREASK GROOMING AIDTHAT CHECKS HAIRWSS. 








The nourishment that builds resistance, 
safeguards health day after day. 


Horlicks, taken regularly, 
gives your family the 
nourishment that builds up 
their resistance and keeps 
them full of health. Health that 
means success and happiness. 
Health that keeps you fit and 
active and builds security. 

Horlicks...It's the only one 
that doctors all over the world 
recommend. The only one that 
gives so much nourishment 
because its rich, pure 
ingredients are combined by 


the unique Horlicks process 
which retains their natural 
goodness and makes them 
easy to digest. 

That's why Suchitra has 
made Horlicks a part of her 
family's life. She knows that 
Horlicks gives them health 
protection. 

Like Suchitra, give your 
family Horlicks every day and 
watch them grow in health and 
strength through all the years 
ahead. 


^Horlicks is a prim* source of 
nourishment. It hat givan 
consistent goodness through tin 
years, t recommand Horlicks to 
build up your family'* resistance 
and kaep them healthy end active 
day after day." 



HORLICKS 
The Great Nourteher. 

Horlicks is a Registered Trade Mark. 
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garlic 

. the dig csl ' vC 

ReR ular and $ 

»nd cough.Oas 

original garlic pearls 

Completely eliminates the offensive odour of raw 
garlic and benefits you in more ways than one by, 

# Reducing cholesterol # Improving your 
digestion # Relieving gas # Purifying the blood 

# Helping to clear persistent long standing 
coughs 

Hum comes to you in a convenient 

odourless transparent soft capsule capturing 
garlic's intrinsic qualities. 

New freely available at leading chemists and better 
stares in your tews 

Thomas Pharmaceuticals Private United 2iHimamsm*8on^wn;t 
















Effortless Sewing 

with a SINGER’ 

Motor Set 












The Singer 
Motor Set 
eliminates the | 
strain and puts 
the fun back in! 


It leaves both hands 
free to guide the fabric and 
concentrate on high 
quality sewing. 

Even an expectant mother 
will find sewing with a Singer 
Motor Set completely safe and 
totally free of any strain or effort. 

The Motor has a special speed 
regulator to give you absolute 
control and comfort. Slow or fast 
according to your needs. 

What's more, this Motor Set can be 
used with ail brands of domestic 
sewing machines. 

Contact the nearest Singer 
Shop or authorised dealer 
for a free demonstration. 




wmmmym 




i Special Discount offer of Rs. 20/- on cash 
i purchase of every Singer Motor if you fill in 
J this coupon and bring it with you. 


Address...J| 


ts no secret. 

We taught the world to sew. 


| Brand of Sewing Machine owned. 

i Brand of Needles normally used. 

| Brand of lubricating 
l l 0 ' 1 normally used. 


Singer Sewing Machine Company 
207 D.N. Road. Bombay 400001 

•A Trademark of TheSljiasr Comp 


8 














VOLUME q 
ISSUE 21 
RUPEE ONE • 

AN ANANOA BAZAR PUBLICATION 



The South has always claimed that it is neglected, that 
decisions are Imposed by an arrogant North upon it. 

The major Issue of debate between the South and the North 
has been, and will continue to be, Hindi. In many ways, 
the South does seem a different country from the North. 
SUNDAY alerted Its correspondents in the major cities of the 
South, and sent down AJA.Y KUMAR from the main office, 
to report on these special problems of the South, and throw 
them Into national focus. We interviewed the Chief Ministers. 
8hd obtained analyses from alt our bureaus to bring you this 
special cover story 


Few organisations have moved so rapidly trom strength 10 
strength and developed such vast worldwide ramifications 
in a period of trial as the Ananda Marg. A Patna court 
finally decided that Mr. P. R. Sarkar, the organisation’s 
founder-leader who was thrown behind bars by Mrs. Gandhi 
is not guilty of any criminal offence. But the present 
Government Is stilt unwilling to release him from jail. 

How culpable are the Ananda Marg’s activities? Does it 
' have a noble purpose or Is it simply a band of fanatics ? 

B. MOHAN finds out. 


Not oniy is it impossible to 
say exactly what happened 
during the Indo-American 
exchanges on the nuclear 
question during the PM's 
visit abroad; it is also 
erroneous on the part of 
Mr. Desai to say that 


nuclear explosions are not 
necessary for military 
purposes. Moreover, 
according to A. G. NOORAN1. 
President Carter’s assurance 
to mainhfih supplies of 
enriched uranium Is 
meaningless. 


August 6,1978 
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First step to progress 

'T'HE Prime Minister Mr Morarji 
* Desai made his first valuable 
contribution to national progress by 
asking for the resignation of Mr 
Charan Singh and Mr Raj Narain 
from hf$ Cabinet. It is wrong to say 
that Mr Desai got Mr Charan Singh 
out of the Cabinet because the latter 
is a popular leader. Mr. Singh is 
popular only among certain castes 
because of his eastelsm. Most people 
have welcomed the resignations of 
both the Ministers. Two Janata 
members, Mr Rabi Ray and Mr R. 
K. Amin, resigned their posts in pro¬ 
test. But do they remember the un¬ 
derhand manner in which Mr Charan 
Singh and Mr Raj Narain procured 
the ouster of Mr S. P. Malaviya in 
UP, who was an efficient and sincere 
Minister? Mr Desai merely paid the 
two Ministers back in their own coin. 
Sita Sahi, Lucknow . 

THE COVER story “Crisis in Janata 
Party” by Kewal Varma (July 2) 
unclothed the Jana Sangh faction’s 
unscrupulous strategy of having ‘no 
lasting friendship and no lasting 
enmity’. The Jana Sanghis have 
assiduously created tension in the 
Party and are now supporting the 
Congress group against the former 
Home Minister who was one of the 
founders of the Party. It seems 
the Desai-Chandrasekhar group have 
won the first round of the battle by 
ousting Mr Charan Singh and Mr 
Raj Narain from the Cabinet. The 
Congress group is making a bid to 
capture the Government and the Jana 
Sanghis are supporting them with 
the hope of bagging the Party 
president's post. But their ultimate 
aim is to turn the tables on the 
Congress group after capturing the 
leadership of the Party. Mr Atal 
Behari Vajpayee’s proposal to quit 
the Government and work for the 


Party is a further indication of 
these plans. But it seems unlikely 
that the Jana Sangh faction will 
succeed. The Congressmen may in 
all probability, pre-empt their de¬ 
signs. Old habits, after all, die 
hard—with the Congress, specially. 
Bansidhar Prasad Rukhatyar, 
Hazaribagh. 

ONE point that emerges from the 
cover story is that the crisis in the 
Janata Party is far from over. The 
main battles—not centred on the 
Chaudhury and Mr Raj Narain, but 
for supremacy in the Party—are yet 
to be fought, between the adherents 
and opponents of the Jana Sangh 
faction. 

K. Govind. Kuttipuram. 

EVER since Its formation, the 
Janata Party has been considered a 
hotch-potch, and the present crisis 
proves this. It was obviously a 
union of convenience and not of 
commitment The question "After. 
Nehru who?” now seems parti¬ 
cularly relevant. Indeed no person 
is indispensable to the nation and a 
vacuum created by the disappear¬ 
ance of a leader is always filled up. 
But is this the price we nave to pay 
for a new leadership? It is true all 
was not well with the Nehru regime 
but there was at least political stabi¬ 
lity. Today's politicians are pre¬ 
occupied with intra-Party tussles, 
allegations and counter-allegations, 
and old Party affiliations. One won¬ 
ders how much time Ministers and 
politicians devote to the work they 
are supposed to do. In fact, do yre 
need politicians at all? We have 
had too much of politics and too 
few concrete results. 

B. B. Madhmalla, Bombay. 

WHAT we are witnessing today is 
only a pointer to the debris that 
accumulated from the tension and 
unease of the months of April and 
May, when Mr P. C. Sen and Mr 
Kumari Anandan were disenchanted 
and decided to go their own ways. 
Now with things coming to a head, 
a lot of drama may yet unfold. 

M. K. Srivastava, Bokaro Steel City. 


MR VARMA’s remark that the 
Communists broke away from the 
Congress after Independence is in¬ 
correct. The CPI existed even during 
the British rule and the Party has 
always had a separate identity. Mr 
Varma is also wrong in saying that 
the Congress promoted the interests 
of “all classes, all castes and all 
religions" in the pre and Post- 
Independence periods. Since its in¬ 
ception, the Congress was always a 
plaything in the hands of capital¬ 
ists, despite its pretence to promote 
the interests of the intermediate 
and backward classes: It never 
implemented its so-called progres¬ 
sive socialistic plans. Malice between 


different classes of society deepened 
during its rale, hence the recent 
communal riots and caste wars. Mr 
Varma describes the Congressmen as 
“lesser evils”, but how can this be 
said of them after the horrible ex¬ 
cesses of the Emergency? The 
Janata rule may be bad but the 
Congress’s was worse. 

Mr Varma says: “He (the Chau¬ 
dhury) has managed to get his poli¬ 
tical base consolidated. But does 
Mr Charan Singh really have any 
base? The supporters of the former 
Home Minister—the intermediate 
castes of the Hindi-speaking belt*- 
have been decisively defeated in the 
Janata’s internal tug-of-war. Mr 
Charan Singh was thus compelled 
to resign. As the erstwhile BLD is 
itself a conglomerate of various fac¬ 
tions like the BKD, Bangla Con¬ 
gress, etc., Mr. Singh can never 
hope for undivided support from 
the group. 

Abhijit Chatterjee, Agartala. 

MR VARMA’s assessment of the 
crisis in the Janata was clearly 
biased in favour of the Congress. 
His view that “even today, a ruling 
Party which has imbibed the Con¬ 
gress ethos can provide a stable re¬ 
gime in the country” is hardly 
tenable. If by stability he means 
pampering big business, perpetuat¬ 
ing the stranglehold of multi¬ 
nationals and maintaining the status 
quo. I would still have no quarrel 
with him. But I strongly resent his 
statement: “It is only the Congress 
which learnt the art of bringing eco¬ 
nomic change peacefully.” 
Ramakrishna Upadhya, Bangalore. 

Blatant gimmick 

'I'HE Minorities Commission was 
A more of blatant publicity 
gimmick than any attempt to study 
the problems of minorities. It was 
crudely unceremonious of the Prime 
Minister not to have shown the 
courtesy of replying to Mr Masani’s 
communications. The fact that the 
Commission is housed in an adjoining 
block of the Home Secretary’s office 
complex is enough indication of the 
Government’s regard for it. To make 
it meaningful, the Government 
should immediately confer pn it 
statutory authority, besides allotting 
it a separate office with facilities. 
M. Matik Feroze Khan, Tiruchi. 

I READ with interest • Mr Minoo 
Masani’s interview to Olga Tellis 
(“The Janata believes in benign 
neglect” July 2) and the follow-up 
interviews with other Muslim leaders 

We regret that in our report on 
Mr K. Natwar Singh (Delhi Diary, 
April 16) certain inaccuracies in¬ 
advertently appeared. Our pole v 
a<l lM — 
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ob the subject of minorities. It 
seems prominent Indian journals are 
playing up the issue of minorities at 
the expense of the so-called majori¬ 
ties. In the interview Mr Masani 
stated that the Janata believes in a 
policy of benign neglect but had not 
singled out Muslims for having been 
the victims of this policy, as was 
written on the cover. 

P. K. Sood, New Delhi. 

I DO NOT chime in with Mr. 
Sikander Baku's answer to Udayan 
Shorma’s first query about the 
treatment of the present Govern¬ 
ment towards Muslims (“I do not 
agree with Mr Masani’’, July 2). I 
understand that the Janata Govern¬ 
ment, in a relatively short period 
has done well to set up a Minori¬ 
ties Commission and instal Air Mar¬ 
shal I. H. Latif as the air chief. But 
this will not satisfy the Muslim com¬ 
munity. The previous Government 
too had appointed Muslims to im¬ 
portant positions like those of the 
President and the Chief Justice. Did 
this solve the problem of Muslims ? 
The present Government’s attitude 
towards Muslims is akin to that of 
the previous regime. 

Liakal Ali, Gauhati. 

I DIFFER with Nawab Sayyatt 
Murtaza ("Sheer neglect”) when he 
says that "every Muslim has the 
same problems and aspirations that 
any other common Indian has’’. 
The problems of Muslims are quite 
different from those of other people. 
They are not given employment in 
the public and private sector and 
there is discrimination against them 
at all levels. The proportion of 
Muslims in the public services is 
negligible. Muslims are not treat¬ 
ed as common men. 

Ejaz Ahmad, Giridhi. 


Corruption everywhere 

A JOY BOSE did a good Job in 
bringing to light some of tho 
devious ways of corrupt politicians 
and businessmen in Delhi (“Crooked 
biles from the Rajdhani”, July 2). 
However, he would have done 
better to mention at least some of 
the names of the shady characters. 
What Mr Bose stated is .true not 
merely of Delhi but of the adminis¬ 
tration ef each and every town and 
village in India. At Bokaro, which 
is supposed to be the pride of 
India’s steel industry, corruption is 
eating into the vitals of the dty’a 
life. It is rampant in all branches 
of the administration, from the 
transport system to the police force 
and the public are being constantly 
put to needless harassment. 

K. P. Rajagopalan, Bokaro Steel City. 


Versatile and vulgar 

A FTER : going through A< s. 

Raman's Note on iata Man- 
geahkar'TPdre famous than the PM” 


(July 2) 1 searched Roget's “Thesau¬ 
rus” for an appropiiafe adjective 
to describe her voice. There Was 
none. Unlike her male counter¬ 
parts, her voice is more versatile 
and can express a variety of moods 
and sentiments. Her voire trans- 
cends the silver screen and eater, 
tains slum-dwelleis and sophistical 
ed babus alike, thanks to Viviiih 
Bharati, But it is high time this 
49-year-old prodigy desisted fu.ui 
singing any more vulgar Hindi film 
songs. After listening to her sing¬ 
ing as Madhubala, one can tolci.de 
her singing for Hema Malini, but 
not a Tina.Munim or Neetu Singh. 
Her songs are now losing their 
charm because of their vulgar pie- 
turisations. She should concentrate 
more on her idyllic bhajans which 
even avowed atheists are enrap¬ 
tured by. 

Koneti. Cuttack. 



MR. RAMAN is wrong in saying 
that every Indian is familiar with 
the name of Lata Mangeshkar. Be¬ 
ing a Tamilian, he should have 
known that a number of illiterate 
Tamilians and other South Indians 
do not know of her at all. 

C. Udaya Kumar, Madurai. 


spirit itr.d puriiv' .< in danger of 
i«■:>■.g subverted i- - --it. .thing that 
can nc.-.-r be com * v< «* er m 
dream! of Evet.y wp-tdisi-tioa de.i- 
mteiy has iu ddricnit times but the 
R.'imakrishna Mission «s far from 
being in a state uf ‘danger’. Its 
survival fur a whole u titufy all 
... r the globe, with flawless attri- 
i.tiies. is sufficient proof of this. 
Mom and more people all over the 
globe me being draw;: into its fold. 

Incompetent management causes 
the collapse of societies and whole 
nations. Has this been tiue of tho 
Mission ? It has survived through 
a whole century without dislocation 
and disturbances of any nature, 
for the last 30 ye,us that I have 
been associated with this Mission I 
have witnessed its progressive ad¬ 
vancement only. Such spiritual in¬ 
stitutions should iny. be criticised. 
Mr Sen would do well to go through 
the treatise “Eicciul valves in 
changing society" by Swami Ranga- 
nathananda of the Ratnakrishna 
Order published by the Bharatiya 
Vidya Bliavan of Bombay. I am sure 
the book would change his mind 
completely. This Mission is and 
will always remain unswayed in 
future by problems and will never 
be. in danger of ‘subversion’ or ‘in¬ 
competent management’. 

Fonchqnan. Pattanayak, Balangir. 


Through a mirror 

HTHE article under 'Stranger than 
* fiction’ about crossword puzzles 
(July 2) is a transcription of Achal 
Mehra’s article in Mirror. February, 
1978. 

K. Nagarartjan, Coimbatore. 

THE answer to questions about the 
postal code system in America in quiz 
(July 2) is wrong. ZIP m the USA 
does not stand for Zonal Improve¬ 
ment Plan but Zonal Indication 
Plan. 

Shiv Kumar. Bangaw.i 


THE title of the article was in¬ 
appropriate. It is not proper to 
compare an artist with a politician 
In popularity. Perhaps Mr Raman 
only listens to Lala’s songs. If he 
tuned in to the various news bul¬ 
letins over the radio and TV he 
would be in a better position to 
judge who was more famous- the 
PM or Lata Mangeshkar. 

Jyotindra Nath, Patna. 

Successful mission 

T^HE allegation by Bhaskar Sen 
* (Opinion, July 2) that the Sri 
Ramkrisbna Mission "is now in 
danger of being subverted by in¬ 
competent management” is painful. 
It is evident that Mr Sen is hot at 
all associated with this Mission. 
Hla view is hypothetical and not 
actnat The idea that the Rama- 
krighna Mission—with its undaunted 


Auditocracy 


'THE plight of a promising teacher 
* who was ousted (“A blind 
teacher’s crusade", by M. Narayanan, 
July 2) would not surprise anyone 
familiar with the working of the 
system that I call ‘Auditocracy’. 
While auditing has its own value, 
the Government’s auditing teams of 
three or four people who visit 
colleges, enjoy weeklong VIP treat 
ment on college expenses, assess the 
colleges for grants, and even fix the 
pay that professors are eligible for, 
are indeed pernicious. If the 
management and the audit team of 
the college wanted to help the blind 
teacher Mr Suresh Kumar, they 
could have easily; If Mr Kumar 
was so near to being superfluous, 
how was he rewarded with a fellow¬ 
ship under the Faculty Improvement 
scheme ? 

V N. Vedanta, Madurai. 
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The South s Special 
Problems 


What were the issues discussed at the first-ever meeting of the Southern Chief 
Ministers ? Did the meeting sort out issues affecting only the South or did it set 
up a confrontation with the Centre ? A JAY KUMAR toured the South to find out. 


M ADRAS, July 16. Looming above 
the motley crowd waiting for 
the Southern Chief Ministers to 
arrive is a wooden hoard listing all 
the 18 Chief Ministers of Tamil 
Nadu, starting with Thiru (Tamil foi 
Shri) Subbarayulu Pcddiar, 1920-24. 
As -befitting the oldest State in the 
South, Tamil Nadu’s Chief Minister, 
M. G Ramachandran, is the host for 
this first-ever meet of all Ihe live 
Chief Ministers of the South. 

The first to arrive is S. Ramas- 
samy of Pondicherry. He comes up 
the stairs and disappears into the 
office of his Party’s leader, MGR. 
After a few minutes, MGR, dressed 
in a lungi and a silk kurta and 
wearing a pair of sunglasses several 
shades darker than Ramassamy’s, 
comes out and moves down the stairs 
to greet his guests at the door. 
Devaraj Urs and Channa Reddy 
arrive together. Greetings are ex¬ 
changed in the only language common 
to all States, English. The spotlight 
is on the portly figure of Urs who 
is asking about Antony. MGR says 
he will be coming and they move 
ahead. Antony comes a njinute later, 
but MGR is already half way up the 
stairs. 

In the Cabinet room upstairs, 
places are taken around the 16-seat 
table. Tamil Nadu has a eight- 
member team of Ministers and 
officials. Ramassamy and his Chief 
Secretary are on the side of the 
table which seats two. One position 
is . vacant and facing MGR are Urs 
and Channa Reddy. Antony is on 
the other corner. Urs takes out his 
pipe immediately on sitting down 
and waits for the photographers to 
finish their chore. Once they leave, 
the conference begins. 

The ritual before the conference 
has already established that the 
three men to watch are MGR, Urs 
and Channa Reddy. The Press con¬ 
ference in the evening at which the 
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cyclostyled resolutions are given out 
confirms that what was mouted as an 
anti-Hindi conference has been turn¬ 
ed into a preparatory meet for an 
eventual showdown with the Centre. 
The politics of confrontation has 
begun. 

The first resolution notes that all 
the CMs 'strongly oppose attempts 
in certain Ministries of the Union 
Government to covertly impose 
Hindi’, contrary to the assurances 
given by all the Prime Ministers 
from Nehru to Morarji Desai. The 
statement is based on facts, hut 
facts have been distorted. When 
Nehru gave his assurances in Parlia¬ 
ment in 1959 that English would 



continue as an associate language 
till the non-Hindi States were willing 
to accept Hindi, he did not visualise 
that Tamil chauvinists would throw 
out the three-language formula in 
1967 and the ruling Party in Tamil 
Nadu, whether the DMK or the 
A-IADMK, would make "Hindi never” 
a populist slogan. Nehru’s assurances 
are only as sacrosanct as independent 
India's policy to switch over to 
Hindi eventually and Tamil Nadu, 
the only State in the South follow¬ 
ing the two-language formula can 
never even pretend to be inclined 
towards Hindi as long as the DMK 
Parties have each other to contend 
with in their anti-Hindi tirade. 

The reference to Morarji Desai is 
a blatant distortion of facts. In a 
letter to the Finance Minister of 
Tamil Nadu, Mr K. Manoharan, in 
April this year, the Prime Minister 
did say that there would be no 
‘imposition’ of Hindi but he also 
pointed out that the increase of 
Hindi in Government of India 
work was bound to go up. 


uevaraj urs gives the game away 
when he says at the Press conference 
that the ‘imposition’ of Hindi started 
after the Janata took over, This 
again is a travesty of the truth. If 
ever. Hindi was sought to be impos¬ 
ed, it was during the Emergency. 
In February ‘76, attempts were 
started to ’pressurize’ officers above 
the level of Deputy Secretary belong¬ 
ing to non-Hindi speaking regions to 
learn Hindi. The Vaigai Express bet¬ 
ween Madras and Madurai started 
during the Emergency, for which 
coaches were built in the Integral 
Coach Factory in Tamil Nadu, had 
signs only in Hindi and English. All 
announcements at Madras were alsq 
made only in English and Hindi., 
The Railway Minister then was 
Kamlapati Tripathi. 

‘ None of the other States si 
Tamil, Nadu’s Win^ anti-EU tdl ^ 





Channa Reddy is on record as hav¬ 
ing said that Hindi poses no problem 
foe him as he is very fluent in it. 
Antony too has no complaints on 
this score and in fact when MGR 
sent the original proposal for an 
anti-Hindi meet, Antony insisted that 
other matters would have to be dis¬ 
cussed before he would come. Prag¬ 
matic Kerala has Arabic taught in 
over 2,000 Government schools. And 
Urs, inspite of the political points 
he attempts to score on the anti- 
Hindi platform, makes sure that 
Karnataka, like AP and Kerala, 
follows the three-language formula. 

The pity is that Tamil Nadu’s 
chauvinistic policy harms only the 
poor people. The upper classes send 
their children to private schools or 
Central schools where Hindi is 
taught so that their wards can take 
up jobs outside the State. And even 
the English taught in the State 
schools is so poor that students 
from these schools have no option 
but to take up jobs in Tamil Nadu. 

I TlE second most important re¬ 
solution demanded that the rice 
subsidy he increased from the pre¬ 
sent four paise per quintal to match 
the Rs 23.19 given for wheat. For 
the rice-growing South the two sets 
of figures have great emotive appeal. 
Even Antony, the sincerest of the 
GMs. gave his exuberant support to 
the proposal to end this discrimina¬ 
tion in the letter It* wrote to MGR 
on July 10. 

But if this seeming discrimination 
were to be ended tomorrow who 
would it benefit ? The answer accord¬ 
ing to Channa Reddy, who is believ¬ 
ed to have brought up this topic, is 
the rice grower in the North, not 
the South. An unusually frank 
Channa Reddy told me that “scienti¬ 
fically” an enhanced rice subsidy 
would benefit the ricc-grower in 
Punjab and Haryana because in the 
last few years these two States had 
left Southern States far behind in 
supplying procured rice. And the 
subsidy relates only to the procured 
rice. Dr Reddy added that "political¬ 
ly” the issue had become a North- 
South one. 

The other resolutions at the meet¬ 
ing were: a request to increase the 
share of States from Union taxes to 
75 per cent; a reminder to the 
Centre and the States to protect the 
interests of linguistic minorities; call 
for a meeting of the Labour Minist¬ 
ers of Southern States to discuss a 
regional wage policy; enhancement 
of the price of sugarcane to Rs 125 
per tonne. Kerala, with few sugar¬ 
cane growers, disagreed with the 
proposal on sugarcane, and placed 
itself firmly with the consumers. 

A scrutiny of the proposals reveals 
that only one regional jssup, the 
wage policy, was taken up. And on 
that, no progress was made. Antony 
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Antony and Channa Reddy at the conference: Is 
by Chmna Reddy and Devaraj Urs ? 


being used 



Kanyakumari district of Tamil Nadu. 
Kerala’s coir industrialists have been 
slipping over raw coir into Tamil 
Nadu. Whereas Kerala enfdrces the 
minimum wage of Rs eight per day 
rigorously, child and woman labour 
is available aplenty in Tamil Nadu 
for as low as Rs 2 a day. This issue 
has been discussed several times at 
the officials and Ministerial level, but 
the conference resolved to have 
another meeting of Labour Ministers, 

The most glaring omission of the 
conference Was the Cauvery water 
dispute. The Cauvery crosses the 
three Slates of Karnataka, Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu. The only agree¬ 
ment on sharing the Cauvery waters 
was signed in 1924 and it expired 
in 1974. Since then, TN has had to 
continously plead to Karnataka for 
Cauvery waters to save its standing 
crops in the Thaniavur delta. Asser¬ 
ting Karnataka’s rights over the 
Cauvery, a Congress (1) MP recently 
declared: “If we want, we can stop 
supply to Tamil Nadu.” In Kerala 
too the cry “vellam kurukuvilla 
Tamil Nadu” (No water for Tamil 
Nadu) is common. This, inspite of 
the fact that Kerala will not have 
the money to build the power pro¬ 
jects for which it claims it needs 
the Cauvery waters for another 15 
years. And if Kerala were to divert 
the flow of some of its rivers to TN, 
not only would it be saved from 
annua) floods but TN’s food output 
could easily be doubled. It is a 
poignant comment on the lack of 
co-operation in the South that 
Coimbatore, which receives its water 
from Kerala, gets drinking water on 
only two days a week. 

r T*HE clue to what the conference 
* was about lies in the build¬ 
up to it. In April MGR first 
proposed a conference of Southern 
Chief Ministers, just as a wide spread 
farmers’ agitation was sweeping 
across TN. Antony wrote back ask¬ 
ing why the issues were only Hindi 
and the South. MGR dashed off let¬ 
ters to. Jvoti Basu and Sheikh Abdul¬ 
lah, Sheikh Abdullah wrote an acid 
letter to MGR affirming his commit¬ 
ment to Hindi. Jyoti Basu wanted 


Centre-State relations to be made 
the main issue. 

Meanwhile, Congress (I) leaders 
met in a conclave at Nandi Hills in 
Karnataka. Talk of the imminent 
arrest of Mrs Gandhi was thick and 
the conclave, attended by Urs, Cha¬ 
nna Reddy and C. M. Stephen, deci¬ 
ded on the strategy of protest to be 
adopted by the Party in case Mrs 
Gandhi was arrested. More impor¬ 
tant, according to a senior Congress 
(I) leader, the conclave also decided 
to 'secure’ the South for Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi. “We will show Morarji that 
the South is behind Mrs Gandhi," 
this leader said. , 

In the two months between the 
Nandi Hills conclave and the confe- 
rence, Urs, Channa Reddy and MGR 
met over half a dozen times. MGR 
was still the hosl hut the initiative 
had been usurped by the Congress 
(1) leaders. Channa Reddy prepared 
a paper on Centre-State relations, in 
spite of the fact that Kerala has 
done the deepest study of the issue. 
Urs, along with Channa Reddy and 
MGR, attended the marriage recep¬ 
tion of film star Saroja Devi's daugh¬ 
ter and made a remark to reporters 
about a “solid South”. The confe¬ 
rence was twice postponed before It 
was finally held. 

All four Chief, Ministers came to 
Madras with different motives. MGR, 
according to ‘Cho’ Ramaswamy, Js 
hounded by the thought of Kantaa- 
nidhi stealing a march over him on 
the only issue that sells among the 
language-conscious Tamilians, anti- 
Hindi. Besides he needs to be in 
the good books of whoever is a 
force at the national level, Janata or 
Mrs Gandhi. Channa Reddy and Urs, 
both highly ambitious men, are pre¬ 
sently content to do the bidding of 
Mrs Gandhi. Antony came in the 
mistaken notion that this was going 
to be a substitute for the now de¬ 
funct Zonal Council meetings. Loom¬ 
ing large over the conference was 
the unseen image of Mrs Gandhi. 
What shape the September meeting 
at Hyderabad takes may largely de¬ 
pend on the political fortunes or Mrs 
Gandhi in the interregnum. 
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Controversial Channa Reddy 



people had very high ex 
* pectations of him when he 
became the Chief Minister, but he 
has not been able tu come up to 
their expectations,” said a journalist 
of a national newspaper who covers 
Andhra Pradesh. “Vengala Rao, 
who was only a zilla parish ad chief 
when he became a Minister, showed 
far more common sen.se," chipped 
in a local journalist. "Oh, he is a 
very dynamic and confident man," 
gushed his special assistant who 
uncomplainingly puts in 12-hour 
Working days and has enthusiasm 
enough to applaud when the CM 
Speaks even when nobody else does 
so. "This problem of land reorga¬ 
nisation has been pending because 
of lack of political will but now that 
you have come, sir, I am sure it 
will be done," a Secretary of the 
Government tells Dr Reddy, “My 
father goes to sleep at 2.30 a.m. and 
gets up at 5.30 a.m., never goes un¬ 
prepared for anything and still has 
time to remark about my room if it 
is untidy,” said Shashidnar, the se¬ 
cond son of Dr Reddy. “Oh, he 
became the Chief Minister because 
there was no other senior leader. He 
is a very lucky man " drawled an 
ex-Congressman who has known Dr 
Reddy for over three decades. 

Any discussion about Andhra Pra¬ 
desh today centres on the persona 
lity and performance of its 59-year- 
old Chief Minister* Dr Channa Reddy. 
Dr Reddy, a MBBS graduate of '41, 
quit the medical profession in ’45 to 
take up politics full time. Nobody 
else in Andhra Pradesh can today 
claim to have been in the public eye 
as long. All other stalwarts of 
Andhra Pradesh — Sanjlva Reddy, 
Brahmananda Reddy and, now, Ven¬ 
gala Rao—are on the political side¬ 
lines. And the irony of it all is 
that Dr Channa Reddy is an unwill¬ 
ing Chief Minister. Not that he 
neglects the State’s problems—he 
Jtas too much ambition and drive 
Sor that—but his eyes are on the 
Centre^ as he himself confessed (see 
Interview). A “peculiar set of cir¬ 
cumstances”—as he put it—made 
him the Chief Minister even as he 
was confiding to a journalist before 
the Assembly elections last year that 
having tasted Central politics, he 
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considered the State Chief Minister- 
ship an insipid prize. 

t t'T'HE total politician" — as a 
* Janata MIA called him— was 
horn in the family of an agri¬ 
culturist of Hyderabad district Am¬ 
bitious and pragmatic, he took up 
medical studies to stabilise himself 
in life before he took up politics as 
ii profession. 

tu '40 when Ihe struggle against 
the Nizam brought repression, Dr 
Reddy fled to Vijaywada where he 
edited a Telugu weekly, Hydera¬ 
bad. His critics say the capitula¬ 
tion is typical of the man, and point 
out that Dr Reddy never went to 
jail but Dr Reddy says he had guts 
enough tu tell his senior leaders 
then that if they followed a policy 
of submission there would be no 
difference between them aitd a rick- 
shawallah. 

In the years that followed, said 
an ex-Congressman, Dr Reddy show¬ 
ed what political somersaults he 
could take. In ’52 _ Dr Reddy sided 
with the conservatives in the factio¬ 
nal light against the liberals and 
became a Minister, He was a hawk 
in his attitude towards the Commu¬ 
nist led Telengana peasant uprising. 
In ’57 when G. B. Pant united the 
two feuding factions in A.P., a side¬ 
lined Dr Reddy raised the issue of 
a separate Telengana. When his can¬ 
didate for the Chief Ministership, 
Mr Gopal Reddy lost out to Sanjiva 
Reddy, Dr Reddy started the Krishi- 
kar Lok Party with other arch- 
consei vatives of A,F. like Professor 
N. G. Ranga. Two years later, Dr 


Reddy became a founder-member of 
the Swatantra Party. At a speech in 
Vijaywada, recalled this ex-Congress 
man, Dr Reddy said: “Better than 
staying in the Congress is to die in 
the Krishna.” 

A year later. Dr Reddy was bade 
in the Congress in response to the 
Chief Minister D. Sanjivayya’s need 
for a leader from the Reddy caste, 

A month later, the ex-Congressman 
continued. Dr Reddy had' joined the 
United Front that an incensed 
Brahmananda Reddy had farmed in 
the Congress Party against the 
Harijan Chief Minister, D. Sanjiva- 
yya. 

Dr Reddy displayed the same kind 
of opportunism when in 1969 Telen¬ 
gana students started their agitation. 
What initially started as a students’ 
agitation against interference in 
Union affairs by Chief Minister 
Brahmananda Reddy, snowballed in¬ 
to an agitation for a separate State. 
Dr Reddy was asked to take over the 
movement and the chairmanship of 
the Telengana Praja Samiti, Gra¬ 
dually, the Samiti gave up its de¬ 
mand for a separate State and sett¬ 
led for more money for the Regional 
Committee. However, the Samiti . 
proved its popularity in the "71 elec¬ 
tions by winning 10 Lok Sabha seats, 
even though Dr Reddy cbuld not 
contest because of the election case 
in 1969 which debarred him from 
contesting ah election for six years. 
Soon after the Samiti’s thumping 
victory, Dr Reddy rejoined the Con¬ 
gress. “Many of the students who 
passionately believed In Telengana 
have never forgiven him," said a 
journalist. 



Channa Reddy: Honest enough to 
admit that thedemand. for more fie* 
subsidy is not a ‘tcimtlfit? but it 
‘political' demand x«■ 


After three years as a Governor 
in U.P., Dr Reddy came back to 
active politics in October 77. While 
he consulted with his colleagues, 
feelers were sent out to both the 
Congress and the Janata. According 
to one report, he proposed to the 
Janata that he would join them if 
they made him the leader. The 
Janata showed interest, but balked 
at the prospect of handing over the 
leadership. 

Eventually, Dr Reddy got the 
State leadership of the Congress (I). 
Dr Reddy claims he was instrumen¬ 
tal in the Congress split, but an ex- 
Congressman said Dr Reddy was not 
among the six Andhra leaders Who 
attended the convention where the 
split was engineered. This group of 
six Andhra leaders, one of whom is a 
Minister in Dr Reddy’s Cabinet, Is 
nbw believed to be smarting under 
the take-over of Dr Reddy. But it isn’t 
i that there fa any challenger to Dr. 
I Reddy. There is no ether leader in 
A.P. who can- even, lay .-Claim to the 
' chief' Ministership,:.; W 
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trow Ms office for the day’s first 
engagement, his brisk pace is arres¬ 
ted by two women. One is a frail 1 
woman in her forties whose com¬ 
plaint is a ‘very irregular' pulse beat. 
The other, a villager, complains of 
having been disposseaed of her land 
While she is handing over her peti¬ 
tion, her husband prods her to fail 
at Dr Reddy’s feet. When we reach 
the car, a man separates himself 
from the crowd milling around 
and comes to the window. When 
we move away, the Chief Minister 
remarks : “Would you believe it : 
that manr is an MP ?’’ 

At the conference of the Co-ope¬ 
rative movement. Dr Reddy sits re¬ 
laxed and yawning while others 
'-peak. Later, speaking extempore, 
Dr Reddy ridicules impressive figures 
of Co-operatives thrown at him and 


says heatedly : “What has happen¬ 
ing in the Co-operatives in the last 
three months has been very annoy- 
fng. People have lost confidence in 
Co-operatives.” 

The next engagement is the in¬ 
auguration of the Hyderabad office 
of the Telugu Film Producers’ 
Council. In the car, a Minister 
hands over a petition for a transfer 
/ to Dr Reddy, The Chief Minister 
banters with the producers who have 
all come from Madras : "The films 
have not come, but the producers 
have ’’ Serious discussion is held in 
the evening in the Secretanat. Dr 
Reddy dominates the discussion and 
in return for the persistent'demand 
of producers for subsidy, pins the 
producers down to correlating sub 
sidy with developing the wtrastruc- 
ture “If we are interested, you 


must accept that you too arc interev 
ted,” is bis argument. 

We go back to his office, the walls 
of which are adorned by portraits of 
all the Prime Ministers and Presi- 
rots, with Mrs Gandhi the only living 
leader so honoured It is now 7 p.m. 
Dr Reddy pauses over the files, 
while his two grandchildren Krishna 
(6) and Kcdan (3) prance around 
the office Even while Krishna picks 
up all the four 'phones ine by one 
to ring up his father, Dr Reddy 
goes on working. When he leaves 
to go home, he watches indulgently 
as Kedari insists on pressing the 
lift button Dr Reddy is on his way 
home where lie will meet visitors 
and see flics till one a m. 


AK 


'The Centre is a better place 


to work in' 


r T % Hh appointment until Dr Channa 
1 Reddy was fixed at hi* office at 
.9 30 a m There was same confusion 
-- his staff thought the appointment 
was at his house, “Greenland#” — 
and D i Reddy t ame to the office 
evarllt) after my half an hour ran 
out. Eventually, the interview was 
held between II SO pm and 100 
a rn 


Even at that late hour, there were 
visitors fm Dr Reddy Earlier, Dr 
Reddy used to work in his office on 
the ground floor of the house after 
dmner hut when the constant bad 
qermg o/ visitors became too much 
of a hindrance, he took over his two 
sons’ study on the fust flout of the 
house and converted it into an 
office Once he went up, people 
were told he had retired for the 
night 


That night, he went up at a quetr 
ted past ten for hts dinner, a strictly 
family affair where he was joined by 
hts wife. Savtlhr! Dev*, hts second son 
Shashtdhar and hts family, and the 
two children of his daughter, Krishna 
and Kedan. His grandchildren stay 
gd with Dr Reddy when he was m 
Lucknow and converse only m Hindi 

Ravmdra Reddy, eldest son of Dr 
Reddy , talked with me while we 
waited for him. A portly 35, Ravin 
dra tuns a unit making packaging 
materials and looks after the family 
farms. ' 


Our interview was interrupted 
once, when Dr Reddy’s wife Savkhri 
Devi—-short, bespectacled and resem¬ 
bling Mrs Padmai a Naidu «**• looked 
m io remind Dr Reddy of the visitors 
for kip Twime Dr Reddy 
r, hfa *fc gnd. 

Wf&pW* 




Dr Channa Reddy being sworn in as the Union Steel Minister »« 1967 
by the then President S. Radhakrishnan: A-P.’s Chief Mnuster still feels 
the Centre is a better place to work tr 


and a handsome 29 — talked about 
their family life. Dr Reddy and Savi 
thn Devi are first cousms. Dr Reddy 
having married his maternal unde’s 
daughter. Shashidhar was glad to 
do his M.S, in Agriculture to the V S 
since it gave him an opportunity la 
prove that his high marks had Utile 
to do with his father. Of hts father’s 
work, he related a few instances 
When Dr Reddy was the Governor 
of UJP., he used to be so busy that 
to savd time at breakfast his wife 
and daughter would pour out the tea 
m two saucers. Another time, he 
remembers, the wife of a former 
Chief Minister, then a zilla parishad 
chairman, came to Dr Reddy with a 
list of problems When Dr Reddy 
took decisions on the items on the 
spot, the lady exclaimed “And I’ve 
been waiting for these decisions for 
the lust turn years,” momentarily 
forgetting that her husband had 
been the Chief Minister then. 

(Below are excerpts from the «nler- 
view with A. K) 

Hgve yog been in State poii 


Iks all along? 

A: No, I was elected to the pin 
visional Parliament in 1950. 

Q: Then you came awa‘y from the 
Centre to become a Minister In 
1952? 

A: Because 1 was the driving * 
torce in my group and my group 
never wanted me to go there My 
choice has always been the (» ’tr« 
The Centre is a better place to work 
Within a week in Parliament 1 bt 
fcame the Party Whip. Again, in 
1967 I went to the Centre but 1 bad 
to come back again because of the 
pressures in my group. But State 
politics—there is not much scope for 
working. 

Q; Do you still feel that? 

A: Even now. Now I feel that 
much more. (Laughs). The Centre 
is better because one, you are away 
from the constituency. Two, the 
subjects are so wide and varied- 
national and international policies, 
fiftul and economic policies, all kinds 
of things. You have a vast horizon. 
Here, what is there—some in spec- 



tor’s transfer, an assistant engineer’s 
transfer (Laughs). 

Q: How did you feel when you 
were the Governor of U.P.7 

A: Why, I used to lead a very, 
very active life. I think I had more 
grip on the administration than even 
the Chief Minister. 

When I accepted (the U. P. Gov¬ 
ernorship), 1 said: “I've decided to 
take an very active interest in mat¬ 
ters, but I shall not interfere.” There 
is a thin line between active invol¬ 
vement and interference and thanks 
to being in public life for more 
than 30 years, f know where to draw 
the line. I used to go to the dis¬ 
tricts,. meet the officials and the 
people, just like a Chief Minister 
and leave it there. And 1 used to 
come back and, I remember, some¬ 
times I sent some 20 typed sheets 
of notes to the Chief Minister. Chief 
Secretaries used to tell me that they 
got more information from my notes 
than from the district collector’s. 

Q: You could have no love lost 
for Brahmananda Keddy, I am sure. 
(Brahmananda Reddy was the Chief 
Minister and it was said that he 
had helped to ensure that Dr Cha- 
sna Reddy lost an election petition 
against him in 1969). 

A: Why, 1 helped him after that, 
but Brahmananda Reddy is a pecu¬ 
liar man. He knows how to play a 
foul game with only those who help 
him. 

Q: Dr Reddy, would you give 
more credit for your victory in the 
Assembly elections to Mrs Gandhi? 

A: Ccrtgiply. The way she attrac¬ 
ted crowds was nobody’s business. 
It was just because of her personal 
impact. 

Q: It ia said that one time yon 
had decided to join the Janata. 

A: No, never. What happened 
was that because of Brahmananda 
Reddy many of my colleagues joined 
the Janata In the March elections. I 
let (my own) decision evolve. T 
wanted to be free. Congressmen 
came, Janata people came, friends 
and colleagues came in their hun¬ 
dreds and thousands. When Indiraji 
came I went to the airport, even 
though I had not decided then. 1 
had to take my colleagues with me. 
My friends who have worked with 
me should at least have the satis¬ 
faction that they were consulted. 

i said unless she settles her 
account with Brahmananda Reddy, 

I shall not come and join her. 
When Kamlapati Tripathi said at the 
convention, (on the last day of De¬ 
cember) that we have come to sub¬ 
mit a memorandum to Mr Brah¬ 
mananda Reddy, I was furious and 
I got up in the meeting and said; 
•What ao you mean by that? We 
have come here to see that the Con¬ 
gress is divided.” 

My stand was that I had three 
alternatives—Congress, Janata and 
a regional Party. I did not expect a. 
development like this' in the Con¬ 
gress Party. I was only wdrking for 
developing a regional Party. 1 wan¬ 


ted Mrs Gandhi to make a clean 
break from Brahmananda Reddy 
before 1 joined her. 

Q: What are the special prob¬ 
lems of Andhra Pradesh? 

A: Right now my first priority is 
industrialisation. Our per capita po¬ 
wer consumption is only 79 units, 
whereas the highest is Punjab at 
240 units. Yet we have a power 
surplus of one. million units. 

Q: Did you receive a good legacy 
from the previous Government in 
this regard? 

A: Well, things had started, I 
was the Industries Minister at one 
time. I took about 10,000 acres 
around Hyderabad and developed it 
tor the first time. 

Q: Your critics say that you have 
not been able to maintain the mo¬ 
mentum generated by Vengala Kao's 
Government. 

A: (With a trace of irritation) 
On what? 

Q: The momentum of economic 
development. 

A; I think we have increased the 
momentum. I've gone out to the 
industrial areas, and tried to solve 
the basic problems. And I ain going 
in for the steel plant at Vishaka- 
patuam which 1 had pushed through 
as the Union Steel Minister in 
1967. After taking over (as the C.M.), 
within a month t took a team of 
officers to Vizag where there is an 
office of the Steel Authority and 
asked them what their requirements 
were. I did not want to give them 
the opportunity to say that we wan¬ 
ted to start but there was this 
bottleneck and that problem. I ask¬ 
ed them, when do you start con¬ 
struction? How much power do you 
need, how much water? I agreed to 
provide all they wanted if they star¬ 
ted construction in December. This 
is the real way of building up tempo. 

In the meanwhile, Mr Patnaik had 
been issuing some fantastic state¬ 
ments that (the proposed eteel 
plant) could be located either at 
Mangalore or Pradlp. Then I wrote 
to him asking him to confirm what 
I had read. There are apprehensions 
among the people of Andhra, what 
do you say? He said we will discuss 
this issue. That gave me all kinds of 
suspicions. Then I took this up in a 
joint session of the Assembly and 
the Council while the President was 
here. There, the procedure I evolved 
was that the Chief Minister would 
welcome him and the President 
would address the House. In that 
welcome speech I talked about the 
steel plant. That made a big head¬ 
line. I deliberately wanted to make 
a noise. Then I wrote to Mr Patnaik, 
the Prime Minister and the Presi¬ 
dent. Now, I get a letter saying no, 
no, the location is pucca, no change. 

The general feeling is of stabi¬ 
lity. This is because by conviction I 
am with the poor people and the 
weaker sections but the middle 
classes- also have conpdencein me. , 



I S he setting his sights on the 
Prime Minister’s gaddi ? Before 
his grand design can click is he 
seeking the all-important spring¬ 
board in the South ? Do his fre¬ 
quent visits to Bombay, Madras and 
Hyderabad signify something more 
than mere peregrinations ? Where 
does he place himself vis-a-vis Mrs 
Gandhi ? Are they using each other 
to further their own ends or does 
Mrs Gandhi see in him her politi¬ 
cal heir ? Or will he ditch her be¬ 
fore heirdom can be considered at 
all ? Is he a saint or a sinner ? 
How real is his corruption ? 

These are only some of the ques¬ 
tions which are being asked about 
Devaraj Urs, the burly, thick-set 
Chief Minister of Karnataka who 
despite his 63 years and a chequered 
career still looks the wrestler he once 
had been. Right now, the spotlight 
is very much on him. The more he 
exposes himself around the country 
the more of an enigma he is becom¬ 
ing. Different people size him up 
differently, but no matter what this 
assessment ends up as, one thing is 
certain—Urs is very much in the 
news. 

He raised many eyebrows by his 
stunning victory in the February 
Assembly elections in the face of a 
fierce fight put up by the Janata 
Party. Though some of his more 
rabid admirers did go about making 
tall claims, Urs himself had virtual¬ 
ly bargained for a marginal defeat 
since he had to lead bis Party to 
the polls sans power. 

But he came out victorious. Two 
major factors had worked Urs' way 
— his political arithmetic of ' repos¬ 
ing faith in the numerically formid¬ 
able weaker sections and the infight¬ 
ing among the major communities, 
regarded as the backbone of the 
Janata Party. 

After the Assembly poll Urs 
stature as a politician shot up pheno¬ 
menally, Besides making the Con* 

t ress (1) a formidable force in the 
tale, Urs played a discreet role iri 
Maharashtra in forging an alliance 
between the two Congresses so that 
. his Party did hpt ; aj^getherlose 
gower in th« economic .gateway, or 




With his long Innings as Chief 
Minister for six years and his proxi¬ 
mity to Mrs Gandhi as associate and 
adviser, the time had come to build 
up his own credibility as a leader 
of national potential. The pre-poll 
split in the Congress having flushed 
out many top leaders to Brahma- 
nanda Reddy's sjde, there was a 
vacuum in Indira's camp crying to 
be filled and who could fill it with 
distinction except Urs ? A politician 
with a sense or timing which is as 
uncanny as Mrs Indira Gandhi's, 
Urs quickly established himself in 
the national context. 

His enormous self-confidence 
coupled with his passionate loyalty 
for the Congress threw him into the 
forefront of the recent unity efforts. 
Urs was asked several times, even in 
the Legislature, whether he was not 
spending more time outside Karna¬ 
taka than inside it and whether he 
was not spending more time in 
politics than in looking after the 
administration. Urs did not mince 
his reply. The country, he said, was 
at the crossroads and he had his 
role to play at this critical juncture 
There was nothing for him to be 
apologetic about. 

Urs’ over-involvement in tha 
affairs of the Corigress arises hot 
only out of his own total Indentifl- 
catlon with the Parly hut also out of 
his conviction that ihe Janata Party 
cannot survive long. Besides, he is 
smarting under the affront of the 
Janata appointed Grover Commission 
inquiring into charges against him. 

tTrs is only too willing to enter 
into a game of wits with the Janata 
on the issue of the follow-up to the 
Grover Commission. He makes no 
bones about political Parties in 
power having to accept funds from 
the haves. He revels in being un¬ 
ethical. He has shown the gumption 
to weight the law courts against 
public opinion and has expressed 
strong views about the courts’ diss 
missal of progressive measures in. 
their attempt to interpret weather¬ 
beaten laws. 

Some of Urs’ closest associates 
today are excise barons. He has 
often been asked tauntingly how he 
; reconciles this, with his concern for 
“ the have-nots. He says his closeness 
to liquor barons docs not make a 
whit of a difference either to his 
political philosophy or his concern 
for the poor. Snow me one instance 
where this so-called close association 
with tycoons has hurt my objectivity 
as an administrator, he challenges. 

E'VEN- |ii». worst critics agree, at 
E* least privately, that he has been 
4We to ‘do sontething for them,-Land 


Peoples’ Courts (Land Tribunals) 
have, by and large, lived up to the 
hopes he reposed in them and allega¬ 
tions of corruption against the 
tribunal members (1500) have not. 
cut any ice at the hustings. Urs’ 
accent was not so much on dis¬ 
tributing surplus land among the 
landless (in any case the surplus 
land was only 1.5 iakh acres) as on 
making the tenant the owner of the 
land. Thousands of impecunious 
tenants in the land-locked districts 
of the State are grateful to him for 
this. The Debt Relief Act, abolition 
of bonded labour and the extremely 
generous educational and service 
concessions his Government has 
announced for the backward classes 
have benefited as much as 72 per 
cent of the population. 

In Implementing all these measures 
ruthlessly, Urs has alienated the 
f.rmly-entrenched upper castes who 
have controlled the reins of power 
all along. His theory is that in 
India, caste is synonymous with 
class and so the cumulative outcome 
of all these measures is a class war. 
He is happy having sowed the seeds 
of this war. 

Resistance to this trauma in the 
body politic of the State manifested 
itself In the form of dissensions in 
his own Party soon after Urs became 
the Chief Minister in 1972. Urs' 
fight with the dissenters assumed 
epic proportions. His high-caste 
adversary, K. H. Patil, had to draw 
a blank in the end. despite the fact 
that at least in the initial stages 
Patil had Indira Gandhi on his side. 


• i. 


* • -f.- 

lii 



A FORMER colleague of the pre¬ 
sent Janata stalwarts, Nijalin- 

m a, Veerendra Patil and Rama- 
na Hegde, Urs was merely 
tolerated bv them. Urs, an ambi¬ 
tious man, has never forgotten this. 
He bided his time though often 
the prospects looked so bleak that he 
even toyed with the idea of going 
back to his village. 

The real breakthrough came on 
the wings of the Congress split In 
1989. It was then that Karnataka 
witnessed the phenomenon of a 
person who represented only 0.5 
per cent of the population, who 
had no communal or caste backing 
whatever and whose real potential 
was never realised even by his close 
associates, soaring to the highest 
office in the Stale. 

, Easily one of the best-read politi¬ 
cians in the country, he has a strong 
Sens e of the soil which he has even 
tilled with his own hands for years. 
After he lost his father when he 
Was just nine, he became the arbiter 
11 disputes in his little village of 
khalli about 50 km from Mysore. 


Devaraj Urs: His anli-liindi stance 
is purely a political posture 

Though essentially a rural-based 
man, Urs has since acquired a large 
measure of urban sophistication and 
is credited with Epicurean tastes. 
The pipe clutching constantly at his 
broad lips only symbolises this. Time 
was when he was a panama addict 
but he has now settled for a much „ 
more expensive brand of cigarettes. 
Yet, he knov/s every nuance of rural 
life and as a legislator with an 
unbroken stint in the Assembly from 
1932 and a Minister off and on, he 
has administration at his fingertips. 

A persuasive speaker, he establishes 
an instant rapport with the rural 
masses whose idiom he speaks with 
relish. 

Urs’ constant election victories. In 
the rural sector in the face of rankl¬ 
ing campaigns against him in the' 
bigger towns on various counts, be 
it his brother Kemparaj Urs or his 
controversial son-m-law. M. D. 
Nataraj. both of whom he has, been 
held guilty of favouring by the 
Grover Commission, has developed In 
him disenchantment and scorn for 
the urban intellectual. This perhaps 
is a weak streak in his personality 
for he is one of those rare politicians 
who can Join issues with any intellec¬ 
tual. His main quarrel with in¬ 
tellectuals is that they have shut 
their eyes even to proven realities. 
One Issue yet to be settled Is 
whether he will go along with Indira 
Gandhi all the way. After all, Urs 
is the first-ever Karnataka politician 
who has made it to the national 
scene in a big way. But he has in 
him an element of unpredictability. 
He is a person who has always plav 
ed his cards close to the chest and ■! 
in Mrs Gandhi he has an equal foil. 


A CORRESPONDENT 
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Kerala: Strange bedfellows 



A K. ANTONY, the only remain- 
• ing Congress Chief Minister, 
heads an uneasy coalition of 94 
MLAs in a 140-member House. His 
main partners are the CPI, Kerala 
Congress, Congress and the Muslim 
League, in that order of strength, 
and it is only a matter of time be¬ 
fore this coalition is reshuffled and 
either of two coalitions comes into 
power: CPI (M), Congress, Kerala 
Congress, Muslim League with, may¬ 
be, the CPI; or Congress (I), Kerala 
Congress, Muslim League and a sec¬ 
tion of Antony’s Congress. The ke> 
and the problem, 1 as the pragmatic 
Congress (I) leader K. Karuna- 
karan said, are the two communal 
Parties—the Kerala Congress of the 
Christians, and the Muslim League. 

Antony was a compromise Chief 
Minister when Karunakaran’s three- 
week-old reign was terminated by 
the Rajan exposures last April. Then, 
a local cynic had remarked: "Ke¬ 
rala has 14 Ministers and one appren¬ 
tice Chief Minister.” The apprentice 
has had his share of problems, and 
today he is being mercilessly criti¬ 
cised by all the “power centres" in 
our society for those problems he has 
not been able to solve. Antony's natu¬ 
ral caution, the presence of Parties 
in his coalition which do not share 
his commitment to programmes, cor¬ 
rupt advisers, and his faith in people 
who should know their job better, 
have spread the impression that 
either lie is incapable of action or 
when he acts, he blunders. The 
stillborn take over of the Mavoor 
unit of Gwalior Rayons was a hasty 
-act which, instead of making him 
popular, has made him look too raw 
to be trusted. Somebody in the office 
of the Advocate-General has bung¬ 
led, but a strangely loyal Antony 
still defends his advisers and .says: 
“It is a matter of interpretatioft. The 
court chose to interpret against us." 
No one denies his personal integrity 
and simplicity, but as a bureaucrat 
said: “He fails to inspire.” Karuna- 
karan points out that while Antony 
himself is not corrupt, he puts up 
with corrupt Ministers. What is more 
significant, Antony’s qualities of 
|:adcr.ship are being doubted by his 
Own Parlymen. A senior Congress 
Minister said pointedly: “The Con¬ 
gress lacks leadership at the top. 
Collective leadership is just a lot «>t 
words. No Party can he run without 
a General. A realignment of forces 
in Kerala cannot be ruled out. And 
while the .CPI (M) has the maxi¬ 


mum political support today, the 
only alternative at the national level 
is Mrs Gandhi. And wc must think 
of things at the national level." This 
Minister is a former Congress (0) 
leader who was jailed by Mrs Gan 
dhi for four months during the 
Emergency, and later refused to 
join the Janata Party because of the 
Jana Snngh. Today, he asks: “Why 
should Mrs Gandhi be arrested? If 
the Janata arrests her, how will 
Morarji be any different from her? 
Politicians are not ordinary criminals. 
And how can people like Barooah 
criticise her when they supported 
her in 1969 and misused her power 
and position for their gain? I can 
criticise her, but how can tljey?” he 
concluded heatedly. When we poin¬ 
ted out that Antony too had sup- 
norted Mrs Gandhi in 1969, he said: 
“I don’t have that problem.” 

Antony, on the other hand, Is 
looking for a “third force” of Left 
and democratic elements, .which is 
an open invitation to the CPI (M) 



Antony: How long will lie Iasi? 

to join him. Out CMS is posing 
problems. In the Assembly, he has 
been demanding that Antony should 
face the electorate since the victory 
of his Ruling Front was due to the 
“gains” of the Emergency and the 
image of Mrs Gandhi, on both of 
which Antony has since turned his 
back. To join Antony’s Government, 
EMS wants a stiff price: One, the 
Chief Ministership, of course, for 
who else can claim to have been 
the Chief Minister twice like he can? 
Two, if the CPI is to be in the coali¬ 
tion. it must apologise for toppling 
his Government in 1969, and for its 
role during the Emergency. 

Congress (I) leader Karunakaran 
proved his muscle after the January 
split when be drew out 18 MLAs 
from the ruling front. As he sees it, 
the alignments in Kerala will change 
after the panchayat elections m 
October. “Today, we and the CPI 
(M) are the only two Parties with 
mass support. I urn confident that 
we wilt prove in the panchayat elec¬ 
tions that we have more support 
than the Marxists,” Karunakaran 
says. 

K arunakaran, ei and in poli¬ 
tics for 42 years now, has not 
lost any support among the admint- 


svration because of the Rajan epi¬ 
sode. He says he still does not 
know how it all happened ("they 
usually cover up well”), but his 
decision not to help Rajan’s father, 
he said, was because Rajan's father 
wanted him to ensure that his son’s 
case was not investigated along with 
the Naxalites’ and this he could not 
do. He believes a Minister should 
not interfere in any police investi¬ 
gation. It was, thus, not sur¬ 

prising to hear a Secretary in the 
Government, an IAS officer, say: 
“Karunakaran was among the two 
top Home Ministers that Kerala has 
had. He was a man who could take 
decisions and he has the ability to 
carry people along with him.” This 
officer, a self-confessed admirer of 
Mrs Gandhi (“the exams were held 
on time”) was very forthright in his 
criticism of the Antony Government: 
"Antony is incorruptible but in¬ 
effective. He is incapable of taking 
a decision. Every Minister runs his 
Ministry, like a personal empire, and 
will brook no interference by any 
other Minister, including the Chief 
Minister. This is probably because 
he knows that if he interferes the 
coalition will break down. The Mini¬ 
sters arc only bothered about trans¬ 
fers and getting their chamchas in. 
You cannot discuss a serious issue 
with a Minister because he has time 
only for Party politics.” 

T^HE State is ruled by anomalies. 
* The two main Parties, the Con¬ 
gress (T) and the CPI (M) are in 
the Opposition. Antony’s entire 
political life has been spent in oppo¬ 
sition to the Church, the Muslim 
League and the Marxists, and now 
he rules a coalition which includes 
communal forces, and wants another 
with the Marxists. Both Opposition 
Parties, opposed to each other on all 
fronts, are united in demanding that 
Antony seek a fresh mandate be¬ 
cause he owes his existence in power 
to Mrs Gandhi. 

The industry in Kerala with the 
maximum growth rate, is that of 
“political fronts”. They all look alike. 
K. M. Mani, a former Kerala Con¬ 
gress Minister who was unseated by 
a court decision, wants a “front of 
all who arc downtrodden”. Karuna¬ 
karan wants a front against “all wha 
are reactionaries." The CPI wants 
a “front of all progressive, demo¬ 
cratic forces". Antony wants a “front 
of all forces wedded to the basic 
values of the Congress”. EMS wants 
a "front of all forces opposed to Mrs 
Gandhi". 

The situation in Kerala was best 
summed up by Pickwiek, the satiri- 
caV magazine edited by “Cho": “In 
Kerala, it Is not politics which makes 
strange bedfellows; It Is strange bed- 
fellows that makes politics”. 

AJAY ' 




All powerful,but no miracles yet 


"Listen to what the people 
have to say," said ex-Chief 
Minister Karunanidhi, when 
asked about MGR's perform¬ 
ance. So* ARTHUR PAIS ask¬ 
ed many people, and they 
were not too unhappy. 



S OON after Mr M. G. Ramachan 
dran was sworn in as the Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu, a slogan- 
shouting group of students from 
the Madras Law College demanded 
to see him. MGR resisted the temp¬ 
tation of ordering the police to 
throw them out. Instead, he asked 
his secretary to help the students 
.draw up a list of their demands. 
Within 20 minutes he was with the 
students. He went through their 
grievances, sympathised with their 
genuine problems and promised to 
get the Vice-Chancellor to consider 
their demands. One student wanted 
to know if MGR still stood by his 
earlier assurance that the police 
would never be allowed to use high¬ 
handed methods. “Don’t misquote 
me. 1 had only promised that the 
police wili not forcibly quell peace¬ 
ful agitations. I will not tolerate 
violence," was MGR’s curt reply. 

Student leaders claim that the 
police have often been high-handed, 
out also add that MGR's Government 
has not acted as brutally as the pre¬ 
vious DMK regime acted under Mr 
M. Karunanidhi. “Do you remember 
what happened in Falayamkottai 
and Madurai when Mr Karunanidhi 
was the CM?” asked a teacher- 
politician. “When a student drown¬ 
ed after being chased by the police, 
Mr Karunanidhi is said to have re¬ 
marked 'how can the police know if 
one knows how to swim or not?’ 
This Government has been rather 
careful in its dealings with the 
students" 

A firebrand trade unionist belong¬ 
ing to the CITU, Mr V. P. Chintan, 
said: "There is no corruption at the 
ministerial level and ft is not a 
mean achievement. But how preci¬ 
sely does it help the common man? 
MGR's Government should take 
action against the civil servants, 
doctors, members of the judiciary 
and other departments, who are cor¬ 
rupt." 


Soon after MGR was sworn in, 
TVS, a large industrial undertaking, 
was paralysed by violent, lengthy 
labour unrest and the company sac¬ 
ked some workers and declared a 
lock-out. MGR counselled the TVS 
management to take back the sac¬ 
ked workers. “When they refused, 
MGR said he will withdraw the po¬ 
lice protection given to them,” re¬ 
calls Mr Chintan, whose union was 
actively involved in the strike. “On 
three occasions, MGR condemned the 
attitude of the management It's 
quite a rare thing; imagine a CM 
openly criticising the biggest mono¬ 
poly house in Tamil Nadu”, he said. 
Mr Chintan, however, feels that 
MGR won’t be able to perform mira¬ 
cles on the labour front. "He has to 
work within a particular framework. 
And in that framework, there is 
very Httle intended for the wor¬ 
kers”, he said. When the State 
transport workers decided to go on 
a strike, the Government refused to 
concede their demands and MGK 
had an ordinance promulgated. “That 
was a highly undemocratic thing to 
do,” says Mr Chintan. “But he had 
enough good sense to sit with us 
and make concessions—in spite of 
the ordinance,” the trade unionist 
added. 

“Tamil Nadu is a paradise,” says 
Mr Dinesh Kamat, a journalist who 
has just returned from Bihar. “Only 
when one goes to UP and Bihar does 
one notice the mindless chaos pre¬ 
vailing there.” 

The farmers' agitation which re¬ 
sulted in nine deaths made many 
onder if the AIADMK Government 
ad reacted fast enough, and sensi¬ 
bly enough. "MGR always thought it 
was engineered by the DMK and 
the landlords,” says a CPI leader. 
"He did not realise that the small 
farmers too have a number of 
genuine problems". 

Despite his announcement that 
he was resuming his film career, 
MGR hasn’t faced a movie camera 
since his ‘‘comeback vehicle” Unnai 
Veedamatlai was launched on April 
14 with a song recording. Probably 
he will start acting after he returns 
from his US trip. It’s interesting 
to note that MGR announced his 
return to films soon after his 
Maduraiye Meetha Sundara Pandi- 
yvn crashlanded. The film was direc¬ 
ted by him. "Its failure clearly 
shows MGR’s popularity has plum¬ 
meted,” a DMK worker said. “He 
wants to go .back to films iu order 
to regain nil popularity,” the DMK 
worker added. 

.Asked to comment on AIADMK's 
one year in office, Mr Karunanidhi 
wryly said: “Look around you. Listen 
to what people have to say”. The 
former CM has levelled a number 
of charges against MGR’s Govern¬ 



MGR: has hk popularity reached an 
all-time low? _ 


ment. The charges range from alle¬ 
gations of squandering the money 
collected for flood relief to extorting 
money from film people. But he has 
not substantiated any charges. Mr 
Karunanidhi alleged that the pre¬ 
sent Government was “foisting false 
cases” against the DMK leaders 
and workers so as to crush the 
Party. “The Party will wait for jus¬ 
tice from the people at the time of 
elections,” he added. 

“Farmers voted for MGR after 
seeing him in the role of a peasant 
in a popular film and now they have 
realised their fault,” said Mr Karu¬ 
nanidhi. He is also not convinced 
that MGR can fight the imposition 
of Hindi. Chief Ministers from the 
neighbouring States were not really 
against the imposition of Hindi, he 
said. 

Mr Cho Ramaswarny, editor of 
Tuyhlak said: “The presence of the 
Government is not felt. The Chief 
Minister is passionately interested in 
prohibition and yet liquor is availa¬ 
ble in plenty. Only last fortnight 
there was a violent fight between 
two sets of bootleggers.” MGR has 
a unique opportunity, Cho believes. 
“All Chief Ministers are answerable 
to their Partymen. But here is a 
CM who’s all-powerful. Yet he 
hasn’t used that power to improve 
the situation. 1 know he can't per¬ 
form miracles but there should have 
been some indication of progress.” 
Cho is concerned about the "piling 
up of files.” It's an authentic com- 

C laint, he said. "The relationship 
etween the CM and the civil ser¬ 
vants is not all that smooth as you 
think. It’s possible that his (MGR's) 

f loor English has caused this prob- 
em, since most of the files are in 
English. Even then, Kamaraj, who 
knew very little English, managed 
to run the show.” Cho is convinced 
that MGR is incorruptible. '“I don’t 
think he'll ever become corrupt His 
Ministers are clean but I wonder 
how long he can keep them that 
way.” 
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The superstar does not drink, 
smoke, gamble or swear, re' 
port J. M. MENEZES and G. 
RAVICHANDRAN. But can 
he live up to his screen 
image in the CM’s resi¬ 
dence ? 


B LEEDING from a bullet wound 
and badly shaken, the aging 
film hero was wheeled into the 
emergency ward of the Madras 
General Hospital on a warm May 
afternoon. Minutes before, he had 
been involved in a shoot-out that 
could have come right out of a 
thriller movie-script: the bad guy 
pulls the gun on the hero and fires 
at close range; the hero, through 
some miracle, is only wounded; he’s 
rushed to the hospital in an 
ambulance and the gunman, himself 
wounded in the scuffle that follows 
the shooting, is sped in another 
vehicle to the same hospital. 

Even before the evening dailies 
could headline this sensational event, 
the news spread through Madras 
like a wildfire with a tail wind. As 
the doctors worked on the fair, 
balding actor, simply known as 
MGR. his fans besieged the hospital 
in their screaming thousands. The 
police, sensing the dangerous mood 
of the crowd,; moved in to guard 
the assailant: M. R. Radha, a 
leathery actor well known for play¬ 
ing the villain in Tanjil films. When 
the medical team announced that 
MGR was out of danger, his waiting 
admirers, nearly forty thousand 
strong, broke into a relieved cheer. 
Their hero, as he’s shown time and 
again in his movies, had once again 
proved invincible. M. R. Radha, 
after a long hospital stay and a 
turbulent court trial was sentenced 
to seven years’ rigorous imprison¬ 
ment. 

Today, eleven years after t(je 
attempt on his life, Maruthuf 
Gopala Ramachandra Menon still 
gets the same kind of public 
adulation. His success story does 
not really read like a fairy tale; he 
had to fight hard for success. 
Though no discerning critic can call 
him a talented actor, MGR’s popula¬ 
rity as a film hero has no parallel. 

M GR was officially born in Kandy, 
Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon) on 
January 17, 1917. But this is a con¬ 
troversial date; some people say that 
MGR was born at least seven years 
earlier. His elder brother, M. G. 
Chakrapani, himself a retired actor 
and producer, is certain that MGR’s 
actual’ .date, of birth cannot be off 
by more than six months, either 
way, from the official date. 



Amul put up this hoarding after MGR’s 'Unnai Vida matter" (I won’t 
leave you) was launched. It reads"Vennaiyi (butter) Vidamatter“ 


It’s an interesting contradiction 
that MGR, a Malayalee, should 
have risen spectacularly Within the 
DMK—a Tamil chauvinist Party. 
But ihe fact that his mother tongue 
is Malayalam, and not the allitera¬ 
tive Tamil he practises on political 
platforms, was largely forgotten— 
till his rivals raked up the issue in 
1973 when he broke away from the 
DMK and formed his own Party. In 
alt tairness, it should be said that 
Tamil is the only language MGR 
can read, write and speak fluently. 

As with his birth date, the 
question of what his father did for 
a living gets conflicting answers. 
Was he a magistrate? Or a college 
principal? A tea plantation labour¬ 
er? Chakrapani himself doesn’t re¬ 
member, but he’s inclined to accept 
the popular version: that his father 
was a junior civil servant. What¬ 
ever he was, MGR’s father didn’t 
leave any savings behind. After his 
death, his family—bereaved and 
rupeeless—was brought to Palghat, 
a town in Kerala, by an uncle who 
left the widow and her three 
children, the first of them a girl, to 
their own devices as soon as they 
reached Palghat. "We never saw 
our uncle again," says Chakrapani. 
‘ Nobody knows what happened to 
him after he reached us to Palghat.” 

The days in Palghat were worse 
than the days in Sri Lanka. The 
only person whom the family knew 
well enough to trust was a retired 
police constable Velu Nair. An old 
friend of MGR’s father, he arranged 
for the family to stay with his" 
sister In Kumbakonant, a town in 
Tamil Nadu. Knmbakonam did not 
.result, in any miracles; Velu Nair’s 
sister was barely making a living 
herself and feeding a family of four 
was just beyond her meagre means. 
Vein Nair realised his mistake soon 
enough and moved the family to a 


separate house. And in spite of his 
age and indifferent health, he took 
up a job to support the three 
children and their sick mother. 

MGR, around seven then, ahd 
Chakrapani were studying in a 
Government school when Veil) Nair’s 
employers were forced into bank¬ 
ruptcy—and the family slid from 
poverty to plain starvation. Pro¬ 
visions and food ran out a few days 
after Velu Nair lost his job, and the 
boys knew they had to choose 
between getting an education and 
getting a job to keep the family 
eating. MGR still remembers those 
terrible days. Last year, when his, 
political opponents played up the 
allegation that he knew little or 
nothing about managing government 
finances, MGR said: "1 may not 
know the intricacies of high finance 
and l don’t claim to be a pundit tn 
economics. But what I do know is 
hunger and starvation. I have felt 
them for days on end when my 
mother had nothing to offer us 
children when we returned home 
from school. I also know how it, 
feels to be without work, without 
the money it brings in. I have gone 
up and down countless steps looking 
for a job and 1 have heard a 
thousand tiroes the dreaded words, 
‘no vacancy’. I’ll do everything 1 
can so that mothers in Tamil Nadu 
don’t suffer as my mother did years 
ago.” That wasn’t the first time be 
said that, either. For years, MGR 
has been turning his past poverty 
into a powerful political weapon. 

A travelling drama troupe, quaint¬ 
ly named Madurai Original Boys’ 
Company, Was camping then at 
Kumbakonain and playing to pack¬ 
ed houses from ten in the night to 
four in the morning. MGR and his 
brother, the former being; only ten, 
went backstage one day and were 
immediately hired as apprentice 
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actors. “In those days, young boys 
were in great demand by travelling 
troupes since young girls and women 
refused to go on stage," recalls 
Chakrapani. "Boys were dressed up 
in colourful sarces and were taught 
to play all kinds of female roles 
with impunity—if they had a trilling 
voice that could pass off as a girl’s." 
The young boys, fair and handsome, 
saw some hope at last. But their 
brief luck ran out when their voices 
‘broke’ and took a deep, manly ring. 
They couldn’t siug or deliver high- 
pitched marathon monologues any¬ 
more, and they were politely shown 
the way out. 

Bent on a stage career, MGR 
soon landed himself a man-sized 
acting job in another company. 
Quite different from his earlier song 
and dance routine, the new act 
demanded a lot of mock-fighting and 
fairly dangerous stunts. Doggedly, 
MGR learnt all the tricks of the 
tumbling trade. Chakrapani, who 
also found a job for himself in the 
Same company, says: “Many people 
wanted to learn the stunts 
but most of them found the 
training very rigorous and quit the 
company in no time. MGR is one of 
those who stayed till the end.” 

So good was MGR, when the 
company toured Burma, entertaining 
the Tamil settlers, MGR was given 
star bjlling. Returning from the 
tour, MGR went back to the old 


company and played mote adult 
roles. When a popular play Stuff 
Leelavaii was made into a film in 
the early Forties, MGR got his first 
movie break—with a minor role 
lasting a few screen minutes. Over 
the next few years, he continued 
acting in costume plays—and in 
listless movies. Iu 1947, MGR acted 
in Rajakumari, a film that lifted him 
from the obscurity of an ‘extra’ to 
authentic stardom. 

M GR had started taking interest 
in politics by the time Raja¬ 
kumari bad hit the silver screen. 
Like most Indians of that time, 
MGR’s political awareness was limit¬ 
ed to admiring Mahatma Gandhi 
and Nehru. Sharing the prevailing 
feeling of patriotism, he was briefly 
attracted to the Congress Party, and 
attended a few meetings wearing 
homespun kbadi cloth. But it was 
E. V. Ramaswamy Naicker (EVR), a 
“blasphemous” rabble-rouser, who 
stirred MGR’s political imagination. 
A Brahmin-baiter and a loud-thinking 
atheist, EVR initiated the ‘self- 
respect’ movement that sought to 
liberate the low castes from the 
tyranny of ostracism practised from 
the upper castes. EVR’s militancy 
extended to accusing the Aryan 
North of imposing their rule on the 
Dravidians. Dravida Kazhagam, 
EVR’s Party, was more interested 
in reformation than in politics; it 
attracted many talented young men 
and women, prominent among them 


were Annadural and Khruaaxriflbfc 

MGR was close to Aanadufai; the 
friendship lasted till Anna died in 
’69. But when Anna and other 
friends quit the Dravida Kazhagam, 
following EVR’s marriage to a 
person 25 years his junior, MGR too 
decided to join the newly formed 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK). 
“There were several reasons why 
we walked out of the Dravida 
Kazhagam,” recalls Chakrapani. 
“EVR had violated one of his own 
pet social codes that old men 
should not marry girls several years 
younger. And then EVR was not a 
bit autocratic; he also did not want 
participation in the politics of 
elections.” 

MGR’s movie career started mov¬ 
ing upwards iu the Fifties. Action- 
filled capers like Ali Baba and the 40 
Thieve* and Malaikallan kept the 
box-otfice full for weeks at a stretch. 
Annadurai and Karunanidhi had just 
then realised the importance of 
celluloid politics and MGR was only 
too happy to drum up popular sup¬ 
port for the DMK through many ol 
his films—a line here on Anna’s 
political strategy, a song there on 
the Party symbol (the rising sum. 
When colour came to Tamil films, 
MGR often wore a red shirt tucked 
Into black trousers, with more re¬ 
gard to his Party than the costume 
designer’s feelings; black and red 
are the two colours of the DMK 
flag. 
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himself in twashbuc 
like Raj akumari and Ponjifcotto 
Voifean, he was. drawn towards 
social themes during the second half 
of the ratios. Through these socials, 
he preached; the socialism he talked 
about has been bitterly criticised as 
"lollipop socialism”, the kind of 
socialism preached by Raj Kapoor 
and Manoj Kumar in 81ms like 
Shri 420, Awtra and Rott Kapda Attr 
Makaan. That his films were loud 
and garish did not worry MGR. 
What was important is that they 
clicked, and his fan-associations gave 
him such sobriquets as "Puratcbi 
Nadigar” (Revolutionary Actor) and 
"Makkal Thilagam” (People's 

Darling). 

No one can accuse MGR of 

preaching "immorality” in his 

movies. For starters, ne does not _ 
drink, smoke, swear or gamble—on 
the screen or off. Women merit his 
undivided respect; even though you 
see him indulging in hectic ro¬ 
mance in any number of films, one 
does not remember any film in 
which he has gone further on the 
logical road. Even when a wicked 
plot drives him into spending a 
lonely night with a young woman, 
MGR would rather curl up with a 
book written by Anna than make 
amorous advances. Or he would 
suspend a makeshift curtain (with a 
red and black border, perhaps) bet¬ 
ween himself and the "temptation.” 

For older women, especially his 
screen mothers, MGR reserves an 
equally solicitous attitude. He's all 
that any mother would ever hope 
for in her son: loving, responsible, 
reverent—and so obedient, he’s 
always sacrificing his own happiness 
for their sake. 

MGR’s concern for mothers has a 

J iersonal parallel; his mother lived 
ong enough to see him succeed as 
an actor-—but not long enough to 
see him as a superstar. His popula¬ 
rity rose to stupendous heights only 
in the '60s. MGR still cannot help 
feeling that life dealt his mother a 
raw deal: the early widowhood, the 
death of her first surviving daught¬ 
er—MGR’s sister who died of tuber 
culosis when she was just 20. 

T>UR-CAPPED (because he’s bald), 
r and wearing dark glasses all the 
time, MGR is a demi-God dispensing 
promises of happiness to thousands, 
women in particular. His public 
meetings get as many women as 
men; in some rural pockets, the 
women outnumber men. Young 
toothers bring in their new-born 
babies to be named MGR, hoping the 
tMima will have a bright future. 
Housewives cheer him lustily when¬ 
ever he airs his life-long aversion to 
alcohol—tndpromises to keep Tamil 
Nadu dry. -Though MGR’s popula¬ 
rity as a rotoantic hero-cura-do- 
geOder is still alive, he does not 
nave tin support of one category of 
today’* *®0eie. Jgirto.. 
Younger heroes like Ktmalahasan 



The big three of the South: Urs, MGR and Antony. The TN Chief Minister 
wears a fur cap to hide a bald head 


and Rajnikant are their favourites 
now. 

Too. heavy around the midriff and 
too old to be dashing, MGR never¬ 
theless has teamed up now- with a 
number of teenage girls. The hero¬ 
ines of old MGR films, Bhanumati, 
Saroia Devi, Padmini and E-V. 
Saroja, have ceased to play roman¬ 
tic roie3 a long time back. But 
MGR has never faced a problem 
getting young heroines: he has 
Manjula, Latha and Padmapriya. 
Among them Latha has become his 
favourite. (Ironically, Latha may 
not be in the forthcoming 
films of MGR as she's too 
busy with two dozen assignments 
right now). When a journalist asked 
MGR about the possible miscasting, 
MGR had a ready answer: “1 only 
act with them,’’ he told the Bombay- 
based journalist. "I don’t marry 
them.’’ It’s believed the producer of 
MGR’s current assignment linnet 
Veedamattai (shooting hasn’t begun 
as yet) is grooming a new star, yet 
another teenager, to play opposite 
MGR. 

On the screen, of course, MGR 
wooes and marries his heroine with 
much fanfare. Colourful, with a 
fairly good musical score, MGR mo¬ 
vies have featured him in a medley 
of roles: factory worker, farmer, 
rickshaw-puller trade union leader, 
village bumpkin, CID officer, land¬ 
lord, boatman and poet. MGR plays 
each role to a Robin Hood formula 
—champion of the underdog, who’s 
truthful, generous and totally hon¬ 
est. 

MGR’s ffifst marriage was short 
lived; even the second marriage did 
not last all that long; both wives 
died. His third-wife Janacki, a for¬ 
mer actress, divorced her husband 
GaRapati Bhat, to marry him. None 
of them could give him a child. 
When MGR decided to set up his 
own political outfit, the DMK 
sought to tell people that a man 
who hasn't had a child is not fit to 
be a . ruler. A cruel thing to say. 


Equally cruel was calling him 
,Ramachandra Menon (referring to 
his Malayalee origins) when he form¬ 
ed his own Party. 

W HAT was the precise reason 

MGR and Karunanidhi fell 
out? It is believed that both men 
had always harboured an intense 

dislike for each other. Karunanidhi 
was called a "world poet” by his 
admirers. And MGR was famous as 
“revolutionary actor.” Both have 

been active in films; Karunanidhi 
as story and dialogue writer 

helped many films become hits. 
Karunanidhi’s first term in office 
was non-controversial, and no one 
really worried about the differences 
between the two. During the se¬ 
cond term, however, the DMK was 
rocked by faction fights, squabbles 
and corruption charges. MGR, it 
is believed, asked Karunanidhi for a 
berth in the Ministry—and was re¬ 
fused. Movie glamour and execu¬ 
tive responsibility, Karunanidhi 
might have thought, can’t go too 
well together. Trouble erupted when 
MGR, the DMK treasurer then, 
came out in the open and hintea 
broadly that all was not well with 
the way Party funds were being 
spent. An affronted Karunanidhi 
asked for a public apology; instead 
of backing out, MGR demanded an 
account of the funds; he was 
promptly suspended, a move that 
eventually ruined the DMK. 

MGR's suspension from the DMK 
was as sensatioua) as his brush 
with death a few years ago. In 
hundreds of towns in Tamil Nadu 
and also in Bangalore, MGR loya¬ 
lists protested. They sent telegrams, 
wrote letters and called him on the 
telephone—pledging their allegiance.. 
In Coimbatore, a young man killed 
himself and left a note that said 
he couldn't live to see the DMK 
without MGR, When the split 
came, almost every senior DMK 
leader stayed back with Karuna¬ 
nidhi. But MGR believed, and how 
right he was, that the masses were 
with him. 
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The call for discipline 


C . G. K. REDD Y _ 

'T'TIE current call for discipline 

* has a familiar, but distressingly 
unpleasant ring. It was only three 
years ago that Mrs Gandhi screa¬ 
med for discipline, and in its 
name declared what has now been 
established to be an illegal Emer¬ 
gency. Discipline, it was said, was 
the need of the hour. Discipline, 
it was claimed, made a 
nation great. In the name 
of discipline, hundreds of thou¬ 
sands were jailed, thousands were 
maimed, and hundreds were kill¬ 
ed. Discipline also required the 
destruction of democracy and the 
extinction of all Fundamental 
Rights. No discordant voice, noth¬ 
ing that was not pleasing to the 
ear of the dictator, no activity 
that could even remotely affect 
her position or power and no one’s 
freedom that was potentially dan¬ 
gerous to her supremacy was 
permitted. 

Today, we hear the same call. 
Indiscipline cannot be tolerated. 
Discipline is not negotiable. 

It is sad indeed that the Party 
which swore to restore democracy 


and freedom and claims to have 
restored them, and, the Prime 
Minister, who invited people to 
tweak his ears whenever he went 
wrong, are now calling for the 
destruction of freedom and demo¬ 
cracy within the Party. Sadder 
still is the almost total absence 
of recognition that the present 
bears a dangerous resemblance to 
the days immediately prior to 
June 25, 1975. The orchestration 
of opinion recalls to us the high 
drama and propaganda that were 
unleashed then. The Prime Mini¬ 
ster, like his predecessor in 1975, 
has no dearth of supporters from 
among his Cabinet down to the 
level of taluka Party functiona¬ 
ries, who have come out strongly 
condemning indiscipline, and those 
who were said to De guilty of it. 
And the Press, as then, has duti¬ 
fully reported the orchestra and 
has generally supported the need 
for discipline. The politician, the 
intellectual and the journalist 
have once again failed to recog¬ 
nise the danger. Most, apparently, 
are unable to sense it. Some are 
willing agents for the perpetra¬ 
tion of the deception that what is 
being demanded is discipline, not 


implicit obedience to authority. 

Reactions to the call for disci¬ 
pline and failure to see the game 
In Its true light, are natural. Most 
peoples of the world—we, espe¬ 
cially, nurtured as we are in the 
worship of authority, respect dis¬ 
cipline. How often do we talk 
sadly of the prevalent indisci¬ 
pline? But we see it only among 
the youth, the students, the woi> 
kers, and the general run of the 
people—never among the power¬ 
ful and the privileged. As if the 
latter are never guilty of indisci¬ 
pline, if we mean by that term 
improper conduct which is not 
oondudve to good order and the 
wellbeing of all. But this is not 
what we mean. Discipline means 
obedience. To superior authority. 
Maybe, it sometimes means obe¬ 
dience to rules and a code of 
conduct. But the rules and codes 
are drawn up by the privileged 
and powerful, who are also those 
that are empowered to impose, 
them and punish the alleged 
offenders. The politician, the in¬ 
tellectual and the journalist are 
the privileged, and are either 
occupying positions of power, or 


The many kinds of discipline 


SHAMIM AHMED SHAMIM 


P ARADOXICALLY, the dirty 

word of the Emergency, 
‘'discipline” had become so very 
popular with the traders of poli¬ 
tical jargon during the past few 
weeks that one was tempted to 
draw comparisons with the bad 
old days. Unlike the Janata, Mrs 
Gandhi had no problems of dis¬ 
cipline within her Party, and she 
used the word to describe and 
denigrate all opposition, peaceful 
or otherwise. The Janata leaders, 
on the other hand, used and ms 
used it against their own 
comrades, much to the delight of 
Mrs Gandhi and her Emergency 
caucus. 

After a 15-month holiday, the 
Janata Party suddenly awoke to 
the earamount need for discipline. 

1 am all for discipline and it is 
my firm belief that no Party and, 
more so, no Government, can 
run without discipline. But what 
is surprising is that the Janata 
Party and its Government both 
have been running without a mo 


dirum of it for the last 15 months 
Nobody, in fact, bothered about 
indiscipline, till the redoubtable 
Mr Raj Narain started question 
ing Janata chief Mr Chandra- 

shekhar’s qualifications for being 
the Party’s president. In other 
words, if Mr Raj Narain had not 
chosen to question and criticise 
the Janata chief, there would 

have been no problems of indis¬ 
cipline. 

1 HOLD no brief for Ghaudhury 
Charan Singh on his alter 

ego Mr Raj Narain, and I believe 

both of them have committed 
gross acts of indiscipline. But 
how can we be selective in 
punishing “some” and ignoring, 
in fact, encouraging, others, who 
have been at the game from the 
day the Janata Government and 
the Party .have come into 
existence? 

How would Prime Minister 
Desai explain his uncalled-for 
remarks about “annexation of 
Sikkim”? Was it an act of indis¬ 
cipline or not? According to all 
known norms of Government, it 
was not only an act of indiscipline 


but a very serious indiscretion on 
his part. In any other country 
the Prime Minister would have 
lost his job. How can Mr Nanaji 
Deshmukh, a general secretary of 
the Party, justify his call to all 
the leaders above 60 to retire 
from Government and take to 
constructive work? However 
laudable the objective may have 
been, a Party , secretary is not 
expected to announce his plans 
and proposals in a Press con¬ 
ference rather than at the Party 
forums. Wasn’t Nanaji guilty of 
gross violation of Party discipline? 

How did Mr Subramanium 
Swamy get away with 
his call to abrogate Article 
370 of the Constitution 
when the External Affairs 
Minister, Mr V-ajpayCe had cate¬ 
gorically stated that the con¬ 
troversial article would neither 
be amended nor abrogated. Mr 
Swamy made this demand at a 
time when the Janata Party was 
locked in a serious electoral 
battle in .. Kashmir with Sheikh 
Abdullah and his National Con¬ 
ference, the Sheikh made the fill- 
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are on their way to them. Natu¬ 
rally. they all admire discipline 
and insist on its observance. Ex¬ 
cept, when they get the short end 
of the stick from someone higher 
in the ladder of privilege and 
power! 


W HAT has happened during 
the last few weeks within 
the Janata Party reminds me of 
the doings in the Praja Socialist 
Party during 1954 and 1955, which 
ultimately led to the split and the 
founding of the Socialist Party by 
Dr Lohia. The scenario is exactly 
the same, except that, regrettably, 
Mr Charan Singh and Mr Raj 
Narain raised the fundamental 
issues only after what appeared 
to be a factional fight emerged. 
Dr Lohia exposed the indiscipli- 
ned behaviour of the PSP leader¬ 
ship in refusing to act according 
to the Party’s objectives, and its 
sneaking desire to get close to 
the ruling Congress Party. He 
also insisted on his right to go to 
the people with these issues, be¬ 
cause he believed quite lightly 
that an open and democratic Party 
must involve the peopie In its 
decision-making process. Cornered, 
the PSP raised tne bogey of disci¬ 
pline—the comraorf view of disci¬ 
pline comfortable to those in autho¬ 
rity. It expelled Mr Madhu Limaye, 
just as the Janata Party took 


action against Mr Raj Narain, not 
against Mr Charan Singh, and for¬ 
ced the exit of Dr Lohia and his 
followers. No doubt, the PM and 
others in authority in the Janata 
expected, indeed wanted, Mr Cha¬ 
ran Singh and his supporters to 
quit. 

Then, as now, the Party leader¬ 
ship was clever in launching an 
attack against the manner in which 
the issues were raised, rather than 
answering the issues themselves. 

It is sad and yet significant that 
some of the staunchest followers 
of Dr Lohia who were victims of 
the PSP leadership’s conspiracy 
are now the equally staunch up¬ 
holders of ‘discipline’. Power 
makes nonsense of ideology and 
beliefs. Power also sanctifies dis¬ 
cipline to the exclusion of all else. 

It is time, therefore, for politi¬ 
cians, intellectuals and of course 
newspapers to work out the con¬ 
notation of discipline, and the 
correlation between discipline and 
democracy. Is inaction over the 
pursuit of a Party's objectives and 
its promises to the people indisci¬ 
pline, or criticism that the Party 
and its Government have failed 
in this regard, the greater Indisci¬ 
pline.? Have members of an open 
democratic Party the right to take 
issues to the people, or must 


lest use of Mr Swamy’s utteran¬ 
ces, arousing State people’s sus¬ 
picions about the ‘real’ intentions 
of the Janata Party and Its 
Goevroment Why wasn't any 
action taken against Mr 
Swamy, whose irresponsible 
statements were the one 
single factor responsible for the 
Janata Party’s rout in the Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir Assembly elec¬ 
tions in July 1977? 

The top Party leaders, 
Chaudhury Charan Singb, Babu 
Jagjivan Ram, Mr H. N. Bahu- 
guna and the Party chief Mr 
Cbandrashekhar, have been 
shadowboxing on the pages 
of two tabloids publish¬ 
ed from Bombay for more 
than a year. Babuji did not even 
hesitate to express his controver¬ 
sial (contemptuous?) views in Mrs 
Maneka Gandhi's Surya. Wasn’t 
it indiscipline, and why was no 
notice taken of these highly 
objectionable and controversial 
statements which have damaged 
the image of the- Party beyond 
repair? 

Only a few days before the Raj 
Narain episode acquired serious 
dimensions,... Hie Janata Party 
treasurer, Mr C. B. Gupta, die-’ 


closed at a Press confe¬ 
rence at Lucknow that he 
was thinking in terms of 
bringing all Congressmen (old and 
new) together, and be had shared 
his thoughts with Prime Minister 
Desai. Can one think of a more 
serious breach of Party discipline 
than this one? 

A hundred and one instances 
of indiscipline by the highest to 
the lowest of the Janata Party 
can thus be quoted to prove that 
the latest concern for lack of dis¬ 
cipline in the Party had more in 
it than met the eye. Was it a 
camouflage for the battle of 
supremacy being fought within 
the party? Was it the first back¬ 
ward step to denigrate and 
demoralise'the genuine dissenters? 
Was it a mere strategy to gel 
rid of a few recalcitrant and in 
convenient individuals in the 
Party and the Government? Was 
it a conspiracy to break the Party 
and pave the way for Mrs 
Gandhi’s return? Was it a mere 
ruse to avoid certain inconvenient 
and embarrassing investigations? 

Now that everything has ended 
well, all these questions and 
queries are irrelevant; but only 
up to the time the Party is faced 


fundamental Issues of vital inte¬ 
rest to the people be debated and 
decided in secret conclave by the 
Party caucus? Would not the lat¬ 
ter path lead to authoritarianism 
and the destruction of democracy 
within and without the Party? 
Are only those who have relati¬ 
vely less power liable to discipli¬ 
nary action, not those who enjoy 
greater power and authority, and 
their friends? This issue is rele¬ 
vant because the Prime Minister 
has exercised what he claims to 
be his prerogative in expressing 
views and acting on various mat¬ 
ters without the issues being 
debated and decided upon by the 
Party or the Cabinet. 

The Janata Party may settle 
its internal differences by a patch- 
work compromise, and its Govern¬ 
ment may somehow muddle 
through its term. But unless the 
fundamental issue of democracy 
versus discipline is settled, the 
compromise will remain preca¬ 
rious to the detriment of the 
functioning of Government. What 
happens to, and within, the Gov¬ 
ernment is not the concern of the 
Janata leaders alone. As Acharya 
Kripalani points out, it is of vital 
concern to the people. i J 



with another crisis (which cannot 
be far away). Before the Party 
leaders prepare themselves for 
another bout, let them change the 
definition of ‘'discipline" and fix 
the limits of indiscipline. Let 
them resolve that the meaning of 
the word “discipline" and the 
content of "indiscipline” will be 
decided either by consensus or by 
arbitration. The students of both 
the English language and political 
science, in this country will have 
to unlearn a lot to learn a few 
things from the Janata stalwarts 
of today. 
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Is your hair dull lifeless ? 

New Halo Tonic Shampoo 
makes it bounce back to life 
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With every passing >enr vour scalp 
set fetes less nrstur.il oil, Shis can lead to 
problems like dull, limp, lifeless hair. 

New Halo Tonic Shampoo acts where 
hair problems start Its special ingredient 
Allantone acts like a tonic to help restore 
the natural oil balance of your scalp... 
gives hair roots better nourishment. 

New Halo Tonic Shampoo revives 
the healthy shine in your hair by . 

lifting away dulling film... makes your 
hair lustrous, full of body and life. fit 
New Halo Tonic Shampoo has AW 
a rich, bubbly lather to leave vour hair «*£ 
sparkling clean. You'll love its delicate. 
refreshing perfume. rf* 

Get New Halo Tome Shampoo and ! 

bring voui hair back to life 

New Halo Ionic Shampoo 
gives new life and lustre to dull hair 
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Vital facts about Colds and Flu 
and how to fight these ailments 
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‘7 find 
Ancicin of 
great help”, 
says Nurse 
Angela 
Fernandes. 



Nurse Angela Fernandes 
Find:-. Anacin strung 
enough i ■ give ijuick 
relief free*: me aches and 
pains vf colds and flu- 


What causes colds 
and Hu? 

Air-borne viruses from 
infected persons spread 
colds anti Hu. Normally, 
(be body resists these 
viruses. But over-exer¬ 
tion or under-nourish-' 
ment weakens the body 
and lowers resistance 
to infection. 

What are the symptoms? 

Bodyache, heaviness in 
the head, sneezing and 
a runny nose. Flu is 
often accompanied by 
shivering, discomfort 
and sweating. Cough, 
sore throat, loss of 
appetite and fatigue 
may follow. 

Can it lead to 
complications? 

Neglected cases may 
lead to pneumonia and 


infection of the upper 
respiratory tract. 

How does Anacin help? 

Anacin relieves the 
misery of colds and 
flu. Anacin is strong— 
it contains more of the 
pain-reliever doctors 
most recommend all 
over the world. Anacin 
is trusted by millions. 
It is a combination of 
medicines like a 
doctor’s trusted pre¬ 
scription. So at the first 
signs of cold or flu take 


Anacin four times a 

day. 

What else should 

you do? 

o Drink plenty of 
fluids, boiled water, 
orange or lemon 
juice 

• Eat nourishing foods 

• Rest adequately 

• Gargle with anti¬ 
septic or salt water 

• Keep rooms properly 
ventilated 




India's moat popular pain-reliever 
From the Anacin Division of Geoffrey Manners 
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KHAAS BAAT 


-OOW does Randhir Kapoor main- 
attain such on extravagant life¬ 
style?” a young heroine (who has an 
axe to grind with him because of 
his constant barbs directed at her 
and her "non-existent” talent) wan¬ 
ted to know. She says, “None of 
his films that have been released 
have done well, and nowadays the 
only films he gets on hand are 
multi-starrers. Everybody knows 
that stars earn very little from 
multi-star films. So tell me, how 
does Daboo get his lolly?” Well, for 
the lady’s kind information, as far 
as the money scene goes, Randhir 
hardly needs to ‘work’ for a ‘living’. 
Father Raj Kapoor has seen to it 
that none of his children are ever 
faced with the risk of turning into 
paupers. Randhir, Chintu and their 
youngest brother Chimpu, have 
large ‘partnership shares’ in all 
films produced under the R. K. ban¬ 
ner, and in the earnings gained 
from R. K. Studio. This alone is 
enough to keep them going as long 
as the film industry exists, since 
R. K. Studios is considered one of 
the best in Bombay, and since all 
of Raj Kapoor’s earlier films bring 
in a lot of money in their runs and 
re-runs at theatres. Besides, Ran¬ 
dhir has also been sensible and 
started a distribution concern in 
film-crazy towns in and around 
Delhi and U.P. Everybody knows 
that the distributors are the ones 
who mint the most money in the 
industry! 


'T'HE funniest part of the flopping 
I of Satyam Shivam Sundaram, 
is that now, theatres which had tak¬ 
en the risk of buying the prints of 
the film for months and months, 
just don’t know bow to keep it go¬ 
ing. So they think of all kinds of 
stunts and ploys to get the audi¬ 
ences to the theatres. For example, 
you have this Bhanu theatre in 
Kalyan which carries huge ads. 
saying, “Come and relax in an air- 
conditioned theatre”, etc., Only in s 
small, insignificant comer of the ad. 
is mentioned, in very very small 
type, that Raj Kapoor's Satyam 
Shivam Sundaram is being shown 
there. You can imagine Raj’s an¬ 
noyance when he saw that ad.! 


S AW AN KUMAR may have sepa¬ 
rated from his wife Usha 
Khanna. but that doesn’t stop him 
front exploiting her name as much 
as possible for his forthcoming film, 
Saajan Rina Suhaagan. I had 
been in Usha's place, 1 would have 
issued violent protests in all ways 
possible (film magazines, trade 
journals, etc.), bat usha is playing 
the mgrtyr fastead. I guess she’s 
still In love with her no-good hus¬ 
band... 


XTOtOA MESRA's mother is thrill- 
V ad v to pieces with her new 



bahu, Meena. And so naturally, 
since Meena is not too happy to see 
Moushumi tripping in and out of 
Vinod’s flat as if it is her house, 
Mrs Mehra too has been behaving 
in a cool, rather reserved manner 
towards Moushumi, as if to tell her, 
“We don’t need you now, so why 
do you continue to come here?" If 
I had been in Moushumi’s place, 1 
would have just quit the scene 
which, in any case, has turned quite 
boring since Meena’s arrival. Not to 
say that Vinod at any stage was 
exciting, but now, with an equally 
boring wife, he has turned into a 
‘double bore’! 

R ISH1 KAPOOR wonders and 
wonders what is lacking in him 
that makes his career stop short of 
real success. Well, here if is. Rishi 
looks too effeminate and is too 
shbrt to portray anything other 
than a juvenile delinquent. In fact, 
films in which be has tried to play 
a typical grown-up hero have all 
flopped miserably, the crowning 
flop being Doosra Aadmi. 

rfAHEKRA recently returned from 
L* a trip to the States. She and a 
lot of other young stars had gone 
there to perform for the Indian 
audiences who simply long for such 
entertainment tinged with nostalgic 
memories of their homeland. It 
ail sounds very nice and noble of 
the young artistes to have made 


the attempt and the time for such a 
show—but Zaherra is sorry that she 
went It seems that in spite of big 
promises made to them before they 
left India, the artistes weren’t 
looked after properly abroad, and 
what was worse is that they weren’t 
paid for their work. ‘‘Wherever I 
go,” wails Zaheera, "people try to 
cheat me. Is the whole world like 
that?” No dear lady, only the parti¬ 
cular world you have opted for! 

R E ENA ROY is so fed up of her 
skin trouble that she has gone 
on an extended vacation abroad 
during which slV; hopes the foreign 
doctors and specialists will com¬ 
pletely cure her of her terrible ail¬ 
ment. When her family here is 
questioned about Reena's present 
whereabouts, they answer evasively, 
"She is shooting abroad for a 
foreign film.” What is all the big 
mystery about, I wonder. After all, 
it's not a crime to have some skin 
trouble 1 

A ND the khaas boat fo this week 
is that after the disastrous re¬ 
ception given to Bhola Bhala 
(starring Rajeth Khanna) wherever 
released, distributors have decided 
it’s better to back even a Vinod 
Mehra film rather than a Rajesh 
Khanna one! 


SHIRJEE 
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Race for nudity 



Raj Kapoor's 'Satyam Shivam 
Sundaram' and Dev Anands 
'Des Pardes' have set a new 
trend in Indian film-making 
says VIJAYA IRANI 


I N JUST about a year, the entity 
multistarrer has begun to stale 
and lose the exciting connotation it 
carried before the assembly-line be¬ 
gan rolling out the multistar bonan- 
r.as. Sholay had set the pace and 

the snowballing movement has 

caught such momentum that one 
wonders, however optimistically the 
problem Is viewed, how successful 
(and how long) the same bunch ot 
top stars and writer-director teams 
are going to be. in trying to keep 
their individuality and credibility. 

While some filmmakers arc carri¬ 
ed away to join the herd, by what¬ 
ever is the current or chaalu 
trend which has proved a hit, there 
are some, fortunately for the dis¬ 
cerning, who stubbornly stick to 
their own inspirations, idealisms and 
self-taught filming-style. The din and 
clamour of the multistar masala 
films scream out from hoardings and 
box-office collections (if the collec¬ 
tions have been good). There are 
yet the loner showmen, Raj Kapoor 
and Dev Anand in particular, who 
refuse to join the stampede: they 
shake their fists (their one-man 
shows) and get themselves heard 
right through the existing clamour. 

Raj Kapoor’s Satyam Shivam 
Sundaram stirred up a storm of 
controversy right from its making 
stages. The storm had not subsided 
well over six weeks after the film’s 
release. Dev Anand’s Des Pardes 
followed and its success has seated 
a popular wave in the showbiz, put¬ 
ting Dev back high on the motion- 
picture-making scale. 


The common thread between the 
two films is that they are both 
adult themes (with *A’ certificates) 
one-line story ideas woven by the 
screenplay into palatable confec¬ 
tions, to feed the masses and class¬ 
es: The loner-showmen's answer to 
the loud star heavy, "special-effects” 
drugged films. 

I 

fretting down to s verifies for the 
subject at band, the main “weapons” 
which fight the big films, are in this 
case, the two sexy heroines, Zeenat 
Aman of St ay am Shivam Sundaram 
and Tina Munim of Des Pardes. 


os, accentuating the bareness of the 
body. Take for example the bath¬ 
ing scene in which Zeenat in a white 
saree leaves nothing to the pee¬ 
ping Shashi Kapoor’s and the audi¬ 
ence’s imagination. Then of course, 
there is Shashi bathing and Zeenat 
singing and bathing, and leading 
him on like Radha in the Krisbna- 
Radha folklore, ending in a passio¬ 
nate love-scene. 

The filmmaker’s argument is that 
the film is like a lyric—artistically 
created, with a true Indian folklora 
flavour. Agreed that the bared body, 
via the blouse-les—bra-less sari Of 
Zeenat is no fabrication of the film¬ 
maker, but actually a garment 


Zeenat, the reigning sex-symbol, 
leads in the race to baredom with 
her ‘‘never before seen ou the 
Indian screen” kind of bareness, 
sexuality, and thanks to the creat¬ 
ive fantasy of her director, an 
eroticism which not only scorches 
out her appreciably improved act¬ 
ing talent, but has managed to lead 
astray the entire theme of the film, 
such as its maker Raj Kapoor bad 
first declared it to be in articles and 
reports about the film, before and 
after its Telease. 

A religious, spiritnaUy-based 
theme on the purity and.beauty of 
the soul, has been overpowered by 
the very obviously titillating came- 
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worn by certain village-belles. but 
the : otiuihent for realism weakens 
under the influence of Zeenat’s 
unsbakeable, in-built sophistication 
and glamour and of course, sexi- 
ness—mind you, even in this, her 
most unglamnrous role. 

The statement of the Film Censor 
Board’s chairman, Mr K. L. Khand- 
pur, in defence of passing the film 
for an ‘A* certificate without a cut, is 
a welcome development. At least* it 
has come about that erotic or love- 
sceues—one supposes these are 
blanket-terms for kissing and nudity 
—can be passed, if done artistically 
and aesthetically. Whereas this 
condition bad remained a mere line 
in theory, Satyam Shivam Sunda- 
ram via Zeenat has created a prece¬ 
dent. 

The merits and demerits of the 
film have been delved into by every 
paper and magazine, and in any 
case, is not too relevent here. It is 
sad too, that the film has been 
bandied about in discussion, both 
among the crass (crude) and the 
class segments: Obscene jokes play¬ 
ing around the title have arisen 
even among certain respected gent¬ 
ry including the Press. 

“This one long Zeenat-filled fanta¬ 
sy,” as one filmmaker known to be 
comical, put it, “has shown us 
whatever there Is of Zeenat to 
see—now she needs only to send a 
representative to act in her films". 
That is filmi humour off-screen for 
you! 

Zeenat herself has declared that 
she will do no more scenes of such 
exposure—Raj Kapoor’s film was 
Raj Kapoor’s film. But she has 
unknowingly created a trend, which 
will surely catch on the trend 
which will turn into a race. And the 
race has already begun. A few 
weeks behind Satyam Shivam Sun 
daram was Dev’s Des Parties and 
Tina Munim. 

If you put the clock back a hit, 
you see that it was in Dev’s Hare 
Rama Hare Krishna that Zeenat baa 
portrayed the thoroughly westernis¬ 
ed woman—a hit-visualisation by 
her discoverer Dev. Similar nuances 
are caught in Des Pardes where he 
has presented Tina, first as an inno¬ 
cent, religious-minded young girl 
from rural Punjab. As a rustic 
though shown briefly, Tina convin¬ 
ces and appeals. Then .the transition 
from the rustic, shy girl to a mo¬ 
dern young lass in London forms 
the parallel attraction to the main 
theme of illegal immigration to the 


Dev. it must be stressed, has not 
let the freshness, the innocence 
and the untouched tangy sexuality 
nf Tina go waste, but'amther has be 
tRadd it. the alkonsumiag ingredi¬ 
ent, sweeping the story away to in- 
cr* 4iMe proportions, tile fact that 
ha has cast himself in other unbeHe- 
vabfc situations like some Amitabb 


Bachchan in his fifties, crashing 

.through glass-doors and dishum- 
dishummg his way through a horde 
of strong-men, etc., is another story. 

Scenes of Soho, with posters of 
porn-photos, have been left alone by 
the censors. Once again, in the 
name of realism, one could say that 
every other aspect of the Iudian 
life in London has been tackled 
with the same authenticity. 

Then there is the one single scene 
where Tina is shown in a very re¬ 
vealing bikini, swimming in a tiny 
barrel full of wine. The bare facts 
collected from general opinion arc 
that Tina has as good, if not belter 
a torso, for all her youth, than 
Zeenat in SSS. The quality of fresh¬ 
ness (newness) once again takes 
priority. 

In fact, even in some of the dress¬ 
es she wears, not necessarily reveal¬ 
ing, but well-tailored and mod, she 
exudes a delicious sex-appeal. So. 
it does not really have to be a bra- 
less, micro-sari which gives off the 
lidy’s vital statistics. 

Some years ago, Dev Anand bad 
released a film called Prem Pvjan 
which had to feature several war- 
scenes. In a particular scene. (he 
had told the Press at the release), 
he was confronted by censor-trouble 
where be showed a woman nursing 
her baby, and when the area is 
bombed, she panics and runs with 
her baby, leaving an exposed breast. 
In this case, there was no question 
of obscenity or vulgarism, but a 
very realistic situation. Yet, Dev 
had to chop that scene, for it was 
found “objectionable”. 

So it looks like we have arrived 
at a more rational point, now that 
our equally fussy filmmakers, who 
used to carry a fad about ‘A’ certi¬ 
ficates, like it were some stigma, 
are also beginning to accept this, 
so long as they are able to keep 
their “realistic” scenes. Maybe girls 
like Zeenat and Tina will not do 
any other film with so much physi¬ 
cal exposure, but the race has most 
definitely started. 

The important question, which is 
perturbing, is will the following 
herd, which will take on die trend 
of baring their heroines to the far¬ 
thest possible limits, be qualified to 
do so? In Raj or Dev's case, the 
filmmakers have a certain filming 
discipline, sophistication and quality 
which save their bared heroines 
(and their films) from appearing 
pornographic. 

We will wait and see. The pre¬ 
sent censor policy which seems 
rational will hardly allow porn to 
sprout around the place. And then 
will the ensuing heroines, willing to 
join the race after Zeenat-Tina, he 
as qualified for bare show as these 
two ex-model* with their profession¬ 
al poise and studies grace? Heaven 
help the audiences. 











are wondering what shade of 
lip-stick suits them best, Tracy 
Austin is a familiar figure on the 
international tennis circuit. At four¬ 
teen, she made her debut at Wim¬ 
bledon last year, and this year 
created history at the All-England 
courts. As the number 9 seed in the 
Ladies’ Singles event, she is the 
youngest ever player to be accorded 
seeding honour. However, despite 
the fact that she is tender in years, 
it looks as if she may grow into 
•something of a tantrum-specialist 
who has modelled herself on the 
lines of Tanner, Nastase and Bob 
Hewitt. Her court manners are not 
exactly and she is on record recent¬ 
ly as having branded some senior 
women players as bitches. Hardly 
the way to win the hearts of fans. 
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D EFECTORS have always been ahdi 
and will probably continue to 
be, legion. There are a variety of 
reasons behind their actions but the 
case of Mikhail Baryshnikov is pr<y 
bably unique. He defected from 
Russia’s Kirov Ballet in order to 
find, in his own words, “artistic 
freedom” which he sought, predic¬ 
tably, in America. Despite problems 
caused by the pronunciation of his 
name, Baryshnikov is now working 
in a role in the Eliot Feld Ballet’s 
production of Santa Fe Saga. It was 
during a rehearsal that this colour 
transparency was taken. He has 
plans for the future which entail a 
number Of shifts— all within the 
boundaries of the United States of 
America, though. 







Laldenga's ouster: MNF doves 
overcome hawks 


Biakchhunga outmanouvres guerilla chief 

A HUSH tell on Bengvama Centre, The seven-member MNF nationa 
a oro-Laldenga overground orga- council not only stripped Mr Lai 


an a pro-Laldenga overground orga¬ 
nisation, at Aizawl’s bustling area of 
Mission Veng on June 30 when the 
news of Mr Laldenga Ralte’s ouster 
from the presidency of the rebel 
'Mizo National Front (MNF) by the 
■national council of MNF reached the 
hilltop capital town. The chieftains of 
the different segments of the pro-Lai 
denga faction of the MNF including 
Mizoram’s Robin Hood “Colonel' 
Kawi Vela scrambled to Aizawl from 
various parts of the Union Territory 
on hearing the ominous news and 
herded into discreet and gloomy con 
daves at an MNF liaison office in 
Aizawl’s Thakthing Bazar in the first 
week of July. Only tears were shed 
for the ousted chief and pious pled¬ 
ges firmly reiterated there. 


. \ Y l ; 


The seven-member MNF national 
council not only stripped Mr . Lai 
denga of the presidency but also 
denuded him of three prestigious 
assignments in MNF hierarchy he 
was concurrently holding— the presi¬ 
dent of the Party wing, foreign 
secretary of the rebel "Government’' 
and commander-in-chief of the rebel 
“Mizo Army”. In the major shake 
up. announced by the national coun- 
dl on June 28, two more pro-Lal¬ 
denga heads also rolled. They are— 
MNF vice president, Mr Tlancnhuaka, 
a Kuki tribal from Manipur, and 
charismatic general secretary of the 
MNF Party, Mr Zoramthanga, an 
honours graduate in English from 
Imphal’s Dhana Manjari College. 

The national coundl, the apex ded 
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Deposed MNF president Laldenga 


sion-making body of the MNF, swung 
into an emergency session in ^ mid 
April this year to review in depth the 
role of Mr Landenga and his few 
chosen cohorts in the tangled web. 
of peace confabulations between the 
MNF and the Government of India. 
This was after the termination of the 
peace dialogues by the Union Govern¬ 
ment on March 21, 1978 following 
what Is described by a Union Home 
Ministry note as “impossible demands 
made by Mr Laldenga apparently for 
his personal ambitions’ during the 
talks. The national coundl’s session 
began at Chhangtlang, the headqoar 
ters of the MNF situated in the fores 
ted Chittagong hills tract in Bangla¬ 
desh and dragged on with intermit¬ 
tent breaks till the first week of June 
when the venue was shifted to a 
hilltop hamlet near Parva, a Mizoram 
village on the trijunction of India. 
Burma and Bangladesh. The national 
coundl was set up byMr Lald enga 
himself fai August 1976 and acorn- 
ding to “Cotonfcr Vanthanga, the 
Union Territory commander of me 
Mizo Army, the rebel supremo han¬ 
ded over all his powers to the 
national coundL Except Mr Zoram 
thanga. aU the members of the 
national coundl attended the crude! 
sessions culminating in the purge w 
the MNF. 

The prized post of the MNF presi¬ 
dent went to “Brigadier GeperaT 
Biakchhunga who unfurled his ban 
ner of revolt against JMr Laldmig* 
early this year and ralfied round hfla 
r formidable array of MNF leaders 
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and activists In a show of superb 
organisational prowess and military 
precision. 

That the national council would 
attack Mr Laldenga and his trusted 
comrades-in-arms was a foregone con 
elusion with reports of continued 
differences between the rebel chief 
and the national council swirling 
round the grapevines at Aizawl. The 
differences cropped up when Mr 
Laldcnga refused to heed a National 
Council resolution asking him to come 
to Aizawl from New Delhi in January 
17 for meeting the council members 
in a bid to solve the deadlock ovei 
the implementation of July 1, 1876 
agreement between the Union Gov¬ 
ernment and MNF. 

The national council resolution was 


carried to New Delhi from Aizawl 
by Mr Zoramthanga and Mr Lai- 
denga's ADC, “Major” Tawnluia, on 
December 23, 1977. The National 
Council was also Irked when its draft 
scheme, finalised in October 1977, to 
establish peace camps in Mizoram to 
secure surrender of rebels with arms 
as per provisions of the July agree 
ment was scoffed by Mr Laldenga 
later. It was "Major” Tawnluia again 
who carried the draft scheme to New 
Delhi from Aizawl on October 14, 
1977. The proposal of Mr Laldenga 
for an MNF-dominated interim Gov¬ 
ernment in Mizoram contained in his 
communication to the former Union 
Home Minister, Mr CUaran Singh on 
November 14, 1977 failed to product 
any positive response from the na 
lional council. It rejected the pro 
oosal of Mr Laldenga even before 


the Government of India informed 
(he rebel leader in a letter on Janu¬ 
ary 16, 1978 that “formation of an 
interim Government was not possible 
under the Constitution of India.” 

Mr Laldenga’s ouster completes 
the parting of ways between the 
Laldenga and Biakchhunga factions 
of MNF. The genesis ot the present 
split in MNF can be traced to the 
'sacking” by Mr Laldenga of the 
three stalwarts in the “Mizo Army” 
last April. They are—“Brigadier 
General” Biakchhunga, “Colonel" 
Vanthanga, Union Territory comman¬ 
der and "Captain” Lai Sangliana 
Sailo, Aizavl’s town operational com¬ 
mander. Sitting at a rebel hideout at 
Aizawl’s Thakthing Bazar overlooking 
an imposing Presbyterian synod, 
Mr Landenga’s link represen- 


Biakvella's arrest-further setback 
for Laldenga's men 


‘ Mizo Army' official nabbed under Passport Act 


I T was an anti climax to the 
career of “Colonel” Biak- 
vella, “Adjutant General" of the 
Mizo National Front, that he was 
arrested in the house of a woman, 
Monarchi. A ekisc associate of 
outlawed MNF leader, Mr Lai 
denga, he had come near to a 
settlement with the Government 
of India on two previous occa 
.sions. His inability to make up 
his mind with regard to the com 
promise eventually led to his de¬ 
tention under the Violation of the 
Passpoit Act by the Burmese 
authorities. 

Mr Biakvelia had been a rebel 
when he served as an NCO in the 
2nd Assam Regiment during the 
late Fifties. Following a mutiny 
within the regiment, the ring 
leaders, including Mr Biakvelia, 
were court-martialled and. the 
unit disbanded 

Mr Biakvelia, however, was the 
sole exception. He was not taken 
bark and so, along with a former 
colleague, an ex-Havildar clerk, 
he began organising the Mizo 
National Front towards achieving 
‘independence’ for Mizoram. Dur- 
>ing the 1966 revolt, Mr Biak¬ 
velia played a key role as “com 
mander" in the thrust on Aizawl, 
of which a large area was under 
the occupation of the rebels for 
more than a week. 

Despite the tact that he was 
regarded as a fearless and eoura 
geous “commander of the MNF, 
Mr Biakvelia never registered 
much success in bis encounters 


with the Indian Army. Even the 
records maintained by these “com¬ 
manders” revealed nothing spec 
tacular about his leadership. His 
only recorded claim to lame was 
a “successful retreat of 700 MNF 
soldiers” from what was then 
known as East Pakistan. Aftei 
the fall of Dacca, in December. 



Biakvelia the caplire rebel 

1971, he led his men through 
Mizoram to the Chin hills ot 
Burma. 

As a front-ranking MNF leadei 
Mr Biakvelia was soon regarded 
as a prize captive It was he who 
led over 100 MNF boys to China 
to receive military training and 
to bring in arms. At the same 
time another rebel Mizo, Mr 
Demkboshe Gangte, who had gone 
on a political mission to China, 
decided on his return to make a 


settlement with the Government 
of India. Along with his followers, 
he handed over his aims on June 
30, 1975 to the Governo 1 - of north 
eastern States, Mr L. P. Singh 
When Biakvelia leturned to Mual 
vialup on the Jndo-Burmese bol¬ 
der, it was whispered that he too, 
might negotiate with the Union 
Government but nothing of the 
sort happened 

It was then that Mr Biakvelia 
took shelter in the house of the 
woman, Moparchi, who belongs 
to an evangelical society and 
claims to have visions of God. 
Nothing is known for sure ab.ut 
the girl except that she was a 
member of an MNF organisation, 
Committee on Political Affairs 
(COPAS). This was a scheme 
envisaged by Mr Laldenga where 
by tribes of the same ethnic 
origin would be brought together 
under one Government At the 
head of this schema was Mr 
Lalminethanga, the. MNF “For¬ 
eign Minister". 

Mr Biakvelia, who knows nc 
English and is iust about able to 
express himself in Hindi, wat 
handed over to the Indian Army 
by the Burmese authorities on 
June 30. 1978 at the border town 
of Moreli. He is now in Gauhati 
and faces trial on grounds of s n di 
ion. An additional charge is that 
of violation of the Passport Act 
while the Assam Government has 
some criminal cases against him. 


K. C. CHOUDHURY.Imnhal 


35 






tative at Aizawl “Captain” Zaider- 
zauva, showed me in last May the 
letters signed by Mr Laldenga dis¬ 
missing the three commanders. The 
letters were dated April 14 and bore 
the stamp of the MNF “Govern¬ 
ment.” The numbers of the letters 
were M/I/78/24 to 26. 


The peace talks also aggravated 
substantially the simmering end. 
While the Biakchhunga faction wan¬ 
ted to put a seal to insurgency by 
bidding farewell to arms, Mr Lal¬ 
denga was blowing hot and cold— 
sometimes dangling the olive branch, 
sometimes presenting a volte face. 


Regarding the implementation of 
the July accord, “Brigadier General 
Biakchhunga made his position dear 
during a rebel army commanders' 
conference at Aizawl in the second 
week of September 1977. 

The present shake up in the MNF 
according to observers, is likely to 
lead to the end of the 12-yeor itch 
of Mizo insurgency. While termina¬ 
ting the peace talks, the Union Gov¬ 
ernment did not ring the curtain 
down on the further confabulations. 
“Though the Government of India 
have been compelled to call off talks 
with Mr Laldenga, it does not imply 
that the process of restoration of 
peace in Mizoram has come to an 
end”, a Union Home Ministry note, 
prepared last March, stated. The 
Biakchhunga faction is committed to 
the resumption of deadlocked peace 
talks. In a signed statement on May 
8. 1978. Biakchhunga’s trusted confi¬ 
dante “Colonel” Vanthanga, comman¬ 
der of the "Union Territory com¬ 
mand" and “Lion Brigade”, declared 
“Let us carry on our talks with Union 
Government without forgetting that 
we are for the people and we have 
to work unitedly with patience for 
the achievement of the task ahead 
so that we may make Mizoram a 
peaceful place to live in”. 


SANTANU GHOSH, Silchar 




THE BUDDHA 

AND FIVE AFTER CENTURIES 
by Dr. Sukumar Dun with foreword by Dr. Nihar Ranjan 
Roy. Dr. Dutt visualizes early evolution of Buddhism and 
discusses some of its crucial problems. Reprint of 1957 edn. 
published in U.K. Pp 286. 33 Artptates. (Rs. 40 00) 

2 BOOKS ON FREEDOM STRUGGLE 

THE ROLL OF HONOUR 

by Kslicharan Ghosh with foreword by Dr. Jadugopal 
Mukherjee. Almost a'Dictionary of Martyrs'with historical 
background, Pp856, 4 56 pages of Artplates. (Rs. 40 00) 

THE FOOTPRINTS 

ON THE ROAD TO INDIAN INDEPENDENCE 

by Kalicharan Ghosh with foreword by Or. Ramesh Chandra 
Majumdar. This is a 'Political History made-easy All 
important political events during 1756 to 1947 arranged 
chronologically. Pp 168. (Rs. 1500) 


SAHITYA SAMSAD 
32A, Acharya P. C. Road. Calcutta-700 009 
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St Xaviers (Calcutta)-for Adults only 


Another male bastion falls to women 

O NE OF tbe last bastions (as the It Is in 
cliche goes) of the male popu- the idea 


VS cliche goes) of the male popu 
lation in Calcutta is succumbing to 
the pressures of the modern era. 
After a century of segregation, St 
Xavier’s College has thrown its 
huge, wrought iron gates open to 
women. The rather sudden decision 
has come as a pleasant surprise to 
most Xavierans, the common feeling 
in the canteen being, "It’s too good 
to be true”. 

The first hint this correspondent 
got of the impending change was 
when sitting in the college canteen 
I heard that new common rooms 
were being built. For who? “Oh, 
those will be for the girls," said, my 
informant with a big grin. On the 
college board was confirmation: girts 
would be allowed into the B.A., B.Sc,. 
and B.Ed courses. 


What do I 
ex-Xavierians 


It Is impossible to say since when 
the idea of a co-educational St 
Xavier’s is being discussed, but what 
is certain is that two women's col¬ 
leges in the vicinity (Loreto and 
Lady Brabourne) prevented serious 
discussion on this point. But when 
Paleble, the annual college magazine, 
conducted a survey on this subject 
in 1978, it found that while the stafi 
members were unanimous that girls 
should be allowed into the college, 
the students were bitterly divided 
on the advisability of ladies distur¬ 
bing their peace. 

The reasons for Calcutta St 
Xavier's decision lie in very practical 
problems. In the 1977 B.A. Part I 
examinations of Calcutta University, 
there were 10,668 girls out of 14,060 
candidates. The proportion of girls 
in colleges has been going up stea¬ 
dily, and in the humanities, parti¬ 
cularly girls are beginning to out¬ 
number the boys. St. Xavier's is 
known for the strength of its huma¬ 
nities and commerce departments, 
and it could not possibly afford to 
ignore this trend. In its science 
departments, the college was faring 
a different problem: A good number 


of students were leaving the college 
after gaining admission to join 
medical or engineering institutions. 
Last year, 68 per cent of the science 
students left without completing 
their courses. One of the ways of 
solving these problems was admit¬ 
ting girls. 

Obviously, this measure has ied tu 
its share of wisecracks. Students 
remember a crusty Jesuit teacher 
who has become an institution u> 
the college, remarking long ago on 
this subject: “If at all St Xavier^ 
becomes co-edufcational, the ponce 
station opposite the college (there Is 
one) will become a maternity ward. 
Students have started a round of 
jokes which naturally step across 
the borders of respectability, stu¬ 
dents being what they are. A com¬ 
paratively polite joke says: Love 
will not remain the only four-letter 
word on the campus." Another stu¬ 
dent points out that the colleges 
canteen pillars will come in handy 
for film-style duets. 

SYED NISAR MEHbl ABOI 
Calcutta 


Mr Jyoti Bant, Chief Minister 
of West Bengal: -’It Is something 
new but nothing strange at all 
It was expected for quite some 
time.” 

Mr Neil A. O’Brien. Member 
of West Bengal Legislative Assent" 
bly and deputy general manager 
of : Oxford University Press: “It 
came as surprise ta me-~5ome- 
thing I didn't think; would bap" 
pen nas. happened. But. >t. is good 
that St. Xavier’s has opened its 
■ doors to girls. Two; years ago: 
girls became eligible for ino 
abodes ..scholarship; The tradi¬ 
tional university colleges abroad 
are all gradually opening their 
portals to women. May the new 
St Xavier’s prosper." 

Mr BUI* Abraham. News Edi¬ 
tor pf The Statesman, Calcutta: 

“I think it is a major break¬ 
through. I shall watch it with 
great interest—-and that’s the 
truth." .. ' , 

'^Mr UtgMT>ett, nofe(t adtmrjgnd 
theatre-personality: “Sincerely I 
have no time for this”. 

Frttee Anjutn Quader, great 
-grandson of Wajid AU-Sbah i- The : 
introduction Of cp-aducatlon in-Sf. 
Xnvier’s Cdlege is definitely a 
Mm leap from the medieval to 
Ihd modern., l^wiSh I could bo 
dn:j»»ie^'.hoy:'r 


New industrial strategy 

7-8% growth planned to meet demand trends 

I RKED by the growth rate during 
the first year of Janata power. 


the Union Industry Minister, Mr 
George Fernandes, has initiated an 
action programme aimed at achiev¬ 
ing a seven to eight per cent growth 
rate in industrial production during 
1978-79. This would be double tbe 
1977-78 growth rate of three and a 
half per cent. The increased growth 
rate would be consistent with the 
current demand situation in the 
country, according to Industry 
Ministry sources. 

The Ministry has carried out a 
detailed analysis of demand, capacity 
and output levels of some 150 indus¬ 
tries, which together account for 
more than 90 per cent of industrial 
output in the country. .These ex¬ 
ercises show that a seven to eight 
per cent growth rate is feasible 
during the current fiscal year. 

In order to insure that production 
is not hampered due to non-availa¬ 
bility of essential inputs, the eco¬ 
nomic ministries at the Centre have 
been holding extensive consultations 
among each other. The target for 
coal output has been put at 113 
million tonnes. Power generating 
capacity Would be augmented hy 
3,800 megawatts during the year. The 



George Fernandes: Faster grvieih, 
pi ease! 

power generation figures during 
April, May and June this year were 
14, 18 and 14 per cent higher, res¬ 
pectively. than the figures for the 



1977. 

Tamil 


corresponding months of 
Punjab Haryana, Gujarat, Ta . 
Nadu, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala 
Orissa and Bihar have comfortable 
power situations, while West Bengal, 
Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka and 
Rajasthan continue to have power 
cuts. 


The action programme envisages 
advance planning of imports and 
buffer stocking of crucial Inputs in 
order to insure that disruption of 
production in one unit does not have 
a chain reaction, like in the case of 
a prolonged strike in an explosives 
manufacturing unit in Gomia (Bihar) 
last year. Work in coal mines were 
seriously affected due to non-avail- 
ability of explosives during that 
strike, which lasted well over a 
month. 


distances. Though the railways 
feave agreed to increase the altoea- 
Hon of wagons, the Ministry has 
advised units located near coal fields 
to move coal by road. 

Higher output targets have been 
fixed for selected industries. Twenty- 
one million tonnes of cement is 
planned to be produced this year. 
This will mean cent per cent 
capacity utilisation by the cement 
plants compared to 69 per cent last 
year. Similarly, production of paper 
and paper board would be raised to 
10.3 lakh tonnes from 9.7 lakh 
tonnes. An encouraging aspect is 
that most of the extra output is 
proposed to be achieved through 
small paper units, who would be 
beneficiaries of governmental help 
and guidance. 
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Considering _____ 
former side mills and that their 
output—mostly coarse cloth-—is a 
common man’s consumption item, 
tins plan is bound to have far 
ranging results. In addition to the 
above, the Ministry’s action pro¬ 
gramme also envisages increasing 
the production of commercial veht- 

^nnA 0 ! 60 ’.^ in M* 78 - 79 « against 
41,000 in the previous year. Pro- 
duction of railway wagons tob is to 
be raised to 13,000 from 8,500 at' 
present. 


1n£ that these* units are the 


These are the promises. We shall 
wait for the results, with some 
hope, and some cynicism. 


The Ministry plans to make 
greater use of road transport for 
moving coal, cement, etc., over short 


Production of textiles at the mills 
run by the National Textiles Corpo¬ 
ration is planned to be raised to 
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Mrs GANDHI WOOS 
FOREIGN PRESS 

THE NEW DELHI-BASED foreign 
Press that was generally persecuted 
by Mrs Gandhi’s Emergency media- 
masters, is now being assiduously 
cultivated by the ex-PM and her 
minions. In fact, as far as the Press 
is concerned, the wheel has come 
full circle. While she mastered the 
Indian Press largely by bully, and 
jn a few cases by bestowing special 
favours like giving exclusive inter¬ 
views to couple of journalists, ahe 
kept the foreign Press at an arm’s 
length during her Emergency rule. 
It is now the Indian Press that is 
being treated as “untouchable” 
though some friendly journalists are 
still welcome. An illustrative exam¬ 
ple is her one hour and twenty 
minute interview to the most well- 
known West German weekly, Dot 
Spiegel■ Its India correspondent. 
S. P. Sinha was one of the first 
victims of Mrs Gandhi's assault ot( 
the Press. He was stripped of -his 
accreditation, had his phone discon¬ 
nected, and was told by a senior 

f alice official, who during the 

mergency ran the Information 
and Broadcasting Ministry, to leave 
his job with the foreign magazine, oi 
faae the consequences, facts fully 
Corroborated by the Das report on 
media excesses, and the Shah Com¬ 
mission. But, unlike the Indian 
Press barons who did her bidaing.- 
the foreign Press did not let down 
its correspondents. Mr Sinha retain¬ 
ed his job. and was posted to Katn- 
Lmandu by Spiegel during the Emer 
;'gency period. 

Sinha was under tremendous 
pressure from Mrs Gandhi’s self- 
appointed Press agents, including a 


prominent journalist to do this in¬ 
terview. Eventually, he agreed, and 
as he describes, in those eighty 
minutes Mrs Gandhi “lied and lied 
gloriously”. She trotted out her 
familiar line that she did not have 
a ghost’s idea about the excesses 
against the Press. She defended 
Sanjay’s record, and solemnly affir¬ 
med that nothing at all was done 
by the Government to help him in 
bis small car Tehture But Sinha was 
not impressed. In the interview, 
which appeared in Der Spiegel of 
July 17, Mrs Gandhi harped on her 
familiar theme that she lost the 
gaddi because of false and malici¬ 
ous propaganda launched by the 
foreign Press during the Emer¬ 
gency: “Correspondents like you, 
and the foreign press, like the 
Spiegel, were responsible for my de¬ 
feat”. 

To continue her wooing of the 
democratic West, Mrs Gandhi is 
likely to send some of her Party- 
men abroad. She had sent a whole 
lot of her unofficial ambassadors, 
journalists, abroad during the 
Emergency, but that was at the 
previous Government’s cost. Whc 
will pay the bill tWs time? 

CHAUDHARYS 

DILEMMA 

CHARAN SINGH'S supporters (no! 
the- MPs or MLAs but the common 
people), are feeling let down by 
their leader. A majority of his sup 
porters consists of hawks who are 
ready to launch a political onslaught 
against the Prime Minister, and they 
are in an angry mood now. “sain 
jhota unka no sakta hoi, homaru 
kaisap hogal hamay to rot galiyati 
khani poati ham,” the say. Their 


main complaint is the cancellation 
of the Kisan Rally. The doves in 
the Charan camp are led by his 
family members, who want to see 
him back' in the Union Cabinet at 
any cost. But, after the failure of 
the talks between Charan Singh and 
Morarji Desai. the hawks are once 
again active. They are pressurising 
Charan Singh on two two issues: 
(1) he must take a stand against the 
RSS, and (2) the rally must be held. 
According to reliable sources, these 
elements are planning to organise a 
Kisan Raliv on October 2—the 
birthday of Mahatma Gandhi. Judg¬ 
ing by their mood, it is easy to see 
that even Chaudhary Charan Singh 
climbs down, the peasantry will not 
compromise with the. present leaders 
of the Janata Party. 

POLITICAL BUSINESS 

THE NUMBER of recommenda¬ 
tions a politician gives to all and 
sundry for all kinds of things, 
from getting an out-af-turn permit 
for a car, to getting a job fixed, 
can be endless. A senior Janata 
Party leader (from the organisa¬ 
tion side) is really the limit. Go 
to eny Government department, and 
if you have the confidence of the 
official concerned, he will tell you 
how sick and tired he is of receiving 
recommendations from this Janata 
officebearer. 

Incidentally, one of, the few fol¬ 
lowers of this leader has organised 
for himself a lucrative labour ex¬ 
port trade. The disciple is flush, 
with money, exporting labour to 
West Asia. 


D. E. MZAMUDDIN 
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The motor rally bug 


T’HERE i$ never much activity on 
* Theatre Road, Calcutta, at 6.30 
in the morning but on Saturday, July 
8, the area was a focal point for 
rally enthusiasts. 72 cars and teams 
—an all-time record, double that of 
the previous year—were lining up 
for the start of the Annual Calcutta- 
Jamshedpur Monsoon Rally. Route 
cards had to be collected, watches 
to be synchronised and sealed. There 
was a carnival atmosphere that in¬ 
fected even the casual passers-by 
who stopped to watch the procee¬ 
dings. 

The prayers of the organisers were 
answered and there had been a 
steady drizzle since 5 am. Though 
the rain had stopped by the time the 
first car was Ragged off at 6.30 the 
skies above were still leaden and 
heavy. Cars moved off at two-minute 
intervals to the cheers of the crowd 
that formed a tunnel through which 
the drivers had to make their way, 
horns blasting. 

The rally was organised by the 


Calcutta Motor Sports Club (C.MLS.C.) 
who deserve all credit for a memo¬ 
rable event It was evident that they 
had been to great pains to chart the 
course for the event which, while 
calling for alertness on the part of 
the crews and roadworthiness on 
the part of the cars, was not a tire¬ 
some one, The balance had been 
struck well between the require- 
ments of the course and considera¬ 
tion for the drivers and their wuriit 
nes. 

The route in what the competi¬ 
tors simply called “the Jamshedpur 
rally” meandered through villagers, 
dirt tracks—and only occasionally 
on the highways. There were sec¬ 
tions that made some of us bold 
our breath although it must be 
added, in all fairneas to the organi¬ 
sers—that the speed limits on such 
stretches were very low. At no stage 
was the impossible asked for, either 
on the part of the cars or the crews. 
Possibly the worst stage of the route 
was the 40 km Chakulia section, 
where the road was, in some places, 
literally a quagmire. Driving rain 


and the wheels of cars that had 
already passed that way had turned 
the dirt road into a mud-lovers’ 
paradise and even the prescribed 
speed of 25 kms per hour could not 
be adhered to at some places. 

The checkposL, for which Mr 
Kalyan Bhadra and his assistant^ 
were responsible, were all located at 
nts where they could not possibly 
seen in advance, thus denying 
drivers the chance of making up or 
losing time as necessary. They were 
hidden behind bends and below the 
crests of hills and many a driver had 
to stand on his brakes to come to a 
halt and race with his route card to 
get it stamped by the marshals. 

The tabulation was done by Mr 
Bhadra and the results published on 
July 20. Three teams tied for first 
place—those led by Mr Arindam 
Ghosh. Mr Dinesh Nandy and Mr 
Cbitrak Mitra, while first place in 
the Ladies’ section went to Miss 
Vivien Peter and Mrs Arlene Work¬ 
man. 
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Ananda Marg: rebirth? 


Everyone talks about the 
Ananda Marg, but who 
knows what it stands for ? 
Will the Patna High Court 
judgment acquitting P. R. 
Sarkar lead to a regenera¬ 
tion of this force ? B. 
MOHAN meets Marg and 
Proutist leaders to find out 
their views. 


Anandamurtiji on the untenable 
evidence of an approver "who spoke 
nothing but lies’’. There was no 
other evidence, either documentary 
or circumstantial. The Patna Hign 
Court had quashed the committal 
proceedings against Anandamurtiji 
in September 1974 on the ground 
that the approver’s confessional 
statement contained “many con 
updirtions, inconsistencies and dis¬ 
crepancies”. But the Bihar Gov 
eminent launched a fresh prosecu 
uon under pressure from New Delhi 
The accused were convicted when 


I ^HE acquittal of Mr P. R. Sarkar, 
alias Anandamurtiji, head of 
the Ananda Marg, by the Patna 
High Court on July 4 has caused ex¬ 
pected jubilation among his follow¬ 
ers. They see the High Court judg¬ 
ment as the triumph of truth and 
justice. They claim that the judg¬ 
ment has exposed the conspiracies 
of the Indira Gandhi Government to 
crush Anandamurtiji by involving 



the conditions of the Emergency 
were at their worst in November, 
1976. 

Acquitting Anandamurtiji and his 
four followers of all murder charges, 
the High Court in its judgment on 
July 4 also made an observation 
about the approver similar to the 
earlier one. Mr Justice Sibesbwar 
Prasad Sinha and Mr Justice Chou- 
dhary Sia Saran Sinba, who deliver¬ 
ed a concurrent judgment, said: 
“The approver admitted to having 
practised deception, hypocrisy and 
pretension”. They further said: Tho 
approver was a totally unreliable 
witness and for that reason also it 
was not safe to accept the story 
narrated by him in his evidence”. 

The CBI had involved Mr P. R. 
Sarkar in a number of cases with 
what the Ananda Margis see as "the 
sole intention of ensuring that he was 
never released from jail”. The most 
important case was the one in which 
the Patna High Court acquitted him 
of all charges. Three more cases 



him in a number of false cases 
because he wanted to brings about, 
with _ the help of his worldwide 
organisation, definite social, economic 
and political changes through 
revolutionary means. 

foe Ananda Marg has all along 
maintained that the CBI had, at 
(he instance of the Indira Gandhi 
Government, registered a number 
of false murder cases against 



are pending against him. In two of 
them he has been granted bail. In 
the third case, known as the Ranchi 
Bomb Case, he was likely to get. 
bail at the moment of writing. Bis 
followers said about two lakhs of 
them would gather in Patna to 
accord him a grand reception if be 
was released. Though he is believed 
to have consumed only lossi 
since April 1, 1973 when he went 
on an indefinite fast in protest 




against the refusal of the Govern¬ 
ment to hold a judicial inquiry into 
the attempts made to poison him in 
, jail on February 12, 1973, and has, 
as a result, grown very weak, he is 
likely to regain his health and once 
again begin travelling to different 
j»rts of the world to progagate his 

TfflE acquittal of Anandamurtiji 
A and his imminent release, and 
the great impetus it would provide 
to his organisation which has set up 
hundreds of centres all over the 
world, does not seem to have arous 
ed the kind of interest it should 
have in the country’s social, eeo 
nomic and political circles. Apart 
from prominently displaying the 
news about, the acquittal no national 
paper has, surprisingly, bothered to 
assess the implications of the re- 
activisation of the Ananda Marg 
which has fought against heavy 
odds and survived, and of the active 
propagation of Anandamurtiji’* 
socfo-economic and political ideas. 
There are still few who can claim 
to have understood the ideas and 
aims of the Ananda Mara correct!*. 
It would be more sensible for both 
the Government and the people to 
study in depth these objectives r 
organisations like the Ananda Marg 
cam only be tackled ideologically and 
by debate, not by coercion, which 
only fosters greater cohesion in the 
organisation’s ranks. 

According to Achat^a Jagdish- 
Waranand Avadhoot, public relations 
secretary of the Ananda Marg, what 
gives the members of this organisa¬ 
tion hope for the future is the 
strong base of the organisation that 
has not only remained intact but 
has also expanded all over the world 
in the last seven years. It is said 
that when Anandamurtiji was 
arrested on December 29, 1971 in 
the Ranchi Bomb Case and later 
involved in a series of murder cases. 
Ananda Marg bad its centres in only 
five countries—Canada, USA, West 
Germany, Australia and the Phili¬ 
ppines. The organisation continued 
to receive the inspiration and 
guidance of Anandamurtiji qven 
From jail. Today its centres, it is 
claimed, cover about 85 countries. 
There are 30Q acharyas working in 
foreign countries most of whom 
were trained as wholetime workers 
during the most critical period for 
the organisation — the Emergency. 

There are two other categories pf 
workers, called local full timers 
(LFTs) and local part timers 
(LPTs). The centres in foreign 
countries publish about 40 magazines, 
including 15 in America, four in 
Australia, three in Argentina, four 
io Manila, and one each in Istanbul, 
Tel Aviv, Hong Kong, Tokyo, 
Djakarta and Kuala Lumpur. The 
dumber of meditation centres where 
training is ifoen in; the tantric cult 
is about 300 all over the 
world, excluding India. Two wings 
at the . Ananda Marg, Education. 
; Hidlef:;i”-|Bd-..;'- Welfare ■ Section 



Close associates of the Mara leader, 
Ranjan Dwivedi and Ms American 
wife Palricw ,: wddded to a philo¬ 
sophy ___ 

(ERAWS) and Writers and Artists 
Welfare Association (RAWA), in 
addition to their work in India 
are also believed to be work¬ 
ing abroad providing education 
facilities to children. They also 
undertake relief and welfare projects 
and work for the “inner transforma¬ 
tion” of the writers and artists on 
the cardinal principle that "human 
sodety is one and, therefore, in¬ 
divisible”. According to the 
principle, human sodety when form¬ 
ed was classless hut not primitive 
as Karl Marx would have us believe. 
The class system was created to 
serve clannish interest. No ‘ism’ 
should be allowed to divide sodety. 
Even the concept of internationalism 
is an obstacle in tbe way of man's 
realisation of full freedom and 
liberation. Only universalism helps 
man liberate himself from tnr 
bondages of division. 

In India also, it is claimed, tho 
organisation has a very powerful 
base. It has 1,600 meditation and 
yogic centres all over the country 
and is running 400 schools induding 
some higher secondary schools and a 
university in West Bengal. It has 
set up about 40 medical clinics and 
about 200 homes for children, and 
<ild men and women It also runs 
cooperatives at several places 
because it believes in what is 
described as the “cooperativisation 
of the economy”. From all centres 
in India small magazines and news 
bulletins are brought out though 
their drculation remains confined to 
followers and workers. 


Perhaps only a few persons know 
that the Ananda Marg has two 
parallel bodies of male and female 
workers. And both bodies do the 
same work in their spheres through 
ERAWS and RAWA. According to 
Acharya Jagdishwaranand Ava¬ 
dhoot, there are about 700 male 
Acharyas in India, besides hundreds 
of LFTli and LPTs. They look after 
the activities of ERAWS and RAWA 
and propagate the spiritual cult of 
Tantric Sadhana. The number ot 
female acharyas aH over the world 
is about 100. Fifty per cent ot 
them are in India alone. There are 
also local full timers and local part 
timers in the women’s wing. 


A SKED why Anandamurtiji should 
strike fear in the minds of 
certain sections of peuple, his 
followers give two reasons: his 
sodo-spiritual philosophy and eco- 
nomko-political ideology. The 
socio-spiritual philosophy seeks to 
bring about an inner transformation 
in every man through the practice 
of Tantric Sadhana based on the 
truth that man has emerged from 
the Supreme Being and throughout 
his existence seeks to merge into 
Him for eternal happiness, which he 
mistakenly tries to find in mundane 
things. In other words, Tantric 
Sadhana (intuitional practices) helps 
one to adjust the subjective and 
objective sides of one’s life and then 
get rid of caste and creed pre¬ 
judices, idol-worship, and exploitative 
rituals. It also creates a belief in 
the oneness of human society. This 
philosophy has provoked anger 
among those who believe in class, 
caste, creed, idolatry and religion, 
which only separates man from 
man. Since the leaders of these 
sections of society cannot face tbe 
challenge on ideological grounds, 
they hurl dirty abuses and malici¬ 
ous charges at Anandamurtiji. The 
orthodox Hindu leaders and those 
who have a vested interest in the 
continuance of the social tensions 
caused by caste and creed are strong 
opponents of this organisation, say 
the Ananda Margis. 

» 

But, for them, the most powerful 
opponents are the communists who 
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The flat in the railway colony in Jamalpur, near Patna where Mr P. 
R. Sarkar first conceived of the Ananda Marg. Mr Sarkar was an 
employee in the railway workshop in Jamalpur : the house still stands 


•‘want to discredit the religious and said PU had nothing to <to with the 
spiritual heritage of the country to Proutist Universal Revolutionary 

prepare the ground for the establish- Federation which is believed to have 
ment of a totalitarian communist issued the threats. The threats 

regime in India". It was when the seem to be the work of the “enemies 

CPM was sharing pqwer with other of PU who want to turn the people 

Parties in West Bengal in 1S87 and against it”. But he did not rule out 

Mr Jyoti Basu was Deputy Chief 'he possibility of some frustrated 

Minister that an organised violent members and followers of PU having 

attack was launched on the head- joined some violent body to seek the 

quarters of the organisation in West early release <»f Anandamurtiji. 

Bengal’s Purulia district on March 

5, 1967, killing five sanyasins. The Asked ..omit front's aims, the 
court judgment sentenced for life Acharya said it was based on five 

a BDO and seven others for fundamental principles: 1) No indivi- 

organlsing the attack. This is why dual should be allowed to accurnu 

the Ananda Marg followers say that late any material wealth without 

the ban placed on the Ananda Marg the clear permission oi the collective 

and some, other religious and social body; 2) There should be maximum 

organisations by Mrs Gandhi in 1975 utilisation and rational distribution 

was inspired by the Soviet Union. of all mundane, supru-immdane and 

spiritual potentialities of the uni 

M ORE important than the soefo- verse; 3) There should be maximum 
Spiritual philosophy is the eco- utilisation of the physical, meta- 

nomico-political ideology of Ananda- physical and spiritual potentialities 

murtiji, known as the Progressive of the unit and the collective bodv 

Utilisation Theory (PROUT) that has of human society; 4) There should 

caused a considerable flutter among 6c proper adjustment of physical, 

some groups of people. The metaphysical, mundane, supra-mun- 

followers of Anandamurtiji, who are dane and spiritual utilisations, and 

not necessarily Ananda Margis, have 5) The method of utilisation should 

set up an international body, known vary in accordance with changes in 

as the Proutist Universal, to pro- lime, space and person, and the 

pngqte the ideology through debates, utilisation should always be of a 

seminars, public meetings, talks and progressive nature, 

magazines. PU leaders nave divided 

the whole world into nine sectors. Prout, it is claimed, seeks to 

The. sector including India and some evolve a group of persons to be 

other Asian countries has its head- known as Sodvipras (great mora 

quarters in New Delhi. Its members lists). They would not constitute .i 

vehemently deny that they have any class in the sense warrious, intellcv 

links with the Ananda Marg. iuals ( businessmen or workers do. 

Acharya Tadbhavanand Avadhoot, Sadvtpras will possess the qualities 

General Secretary of PU, with his of all the. four main classes men 

office at Copenhagen, met me in his turned above. It is these Sodtnprns 

New Delhi office when I went there who will constitute the collective 

to* the details of this story. He body for the governance of suciety 

claimed that the PU is an entirely according to the fundamental prin 

separate organisation and has no ciples mentioned. They will only 

Thufe:wtlh Aband Marg Ho denies framr; policies based on the princi 

Ihat PU ttbaany hand id Ute recent pics and their execution will be the 

responsibility of some boards. 


Prout also does not believe in the 
dominance of the State, class oi 
caste over the social structure, The 
Proutist set-up can be created only 
through a revolution brought about 
by the Sadvtpras. If the warriors 
are in the forefront of the rcvolu 
tionary movement, there may he 
violence and this may result in the 
establishment of a benevolent dicta¬ 
torship. If the. leadership is in the 
hands of intellectuals it would be 
peaceful and the governmental set 
up can be called compartmentalised 
democracy. And if the revolution is 
led by those with Vaishya’s qualities 
the revolution may be peaceful but 
the government formed would be 
dominated by economic interests 
which may begin exploitation oi 

man if not kept strictly under check 
by the Sadvtpras. 

Prout is being opposed, according 
to Acharya Tadbhavanand. both by 
the capitalists and the Marxists 

though they avoid open debates and 
discussions with Prout followers. 
The Acharya says that while cap! 
talism declares profiteering as its 
motive power, Prout believes maxi 
mum consumption is Its motive 

power. Prout eliminates all possibi¬ 
lities of c-conomic exploitation which 
is the main feature of capitalism. 
Unlike as in capitalism, monopoly 
is discouraged and concentration ol 
wealth not allowed in a few hands 
in the Proutist economy. Maximum 
consumption serves as an incentive 
io growth, which helps keep prices 
within the purchasing capacity ol 
ihd common man. Man s hunger ol 
he infinite is channelised through 
increase in intellectual and spiritual 
activities, and man is led from a 
materialistic outlook to cosmic con 
scimiMiess. 

There are some major differences 
with Marxism also. Prout is based 
on spirituality, unlike Marxism, 
which is based on materialism 
Prout stands not only fur the aati- 
exploilation sentiment but the cos 
mic sentiment as well. After treeing 
man from all kinds of exploitation 
it leads him to the cosmic senti 
ment where progress is unlimited 
Marxism also talks about freedom 
from exploitation but does not say 
how the society will progress then. 
Statelessness or absence of militia 
advocated by Marxism brings ait 
human progress to an end. say the 
Proulists. Prout believes that in the 
spiritual realm all men are equal 
but in physical and physiological 
spheres they are not equal. This fact 
should be borne in mind while 

planning development 

Arharya Tadbhavannud strongly 
resents any suggestion that Prout 
is an amalgam of the good princi¬ 
ples of all the economic theories ol 
ilie world: "Give us an opportunity 
and we will show that it is an origi¬ 
nal philosophy.” Adam Smith's, 

laissez-faire and Marx’s dialectical 
incterialism are the only economic 
theories that the world knows oi 
. The third is Prout. he proudly says 




The unclear nuclear future 


A. G. NOORANI _ 

r is hardly possible to' draw up a predse score-card of 
the Indo-American exchanges on the nuclear question 
that took place during the Prime Minister's visit to the 
USA. But a fair approximation to the net result is 
certainly possible. One can say with certainty that 
charges of a “sell out’’ are patent lies. 

Mr Morarji Oesai categorically turned down the 
American demand for full-scope safeguards on all our 
nuclear installations and did so in language hot and 
blunt. “Will the- US Congress open all nuclear installa¬ 
tions in the US to inspection ?” he asked during a 
nationally televised'interview. He has made it very plain 
that if the US stopped nuclear fuel supplies, India is 
“competent enough to look for alternative sources of 
supply’’. Tarapur will not close down. “We cannot be 
prevented by any country from going ahead with using 
nuclear power for peaceful purposes,” he said in San 
Fransisco on June 10. He insisted on America’s compli¬ 
ance with the 1963 agreement on nuclear collaboration 
regardless of its later domestic legislation, the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Act, 1978. “Must India be singled out 
for disfavour by a friendly country like the US throngh 
an unilateral modification of its contractual obligations ?” 

It would be unfair to deny the Prime Minister credit 
for all this. It would be equally unrealistic to ignore 
the fact that he has made a concession he need not and 
should not have made: that he has made some state¬ 
ments which tend to obscure the otherwise clear stand 
he has taken; and that the Americans have begun to 
nibble away at the Indian stand in the calculation that 
such a manoeuvre will be more successful than outright 
opposition and seem very hopeful of success, too. 

Every one of these statements can be substantiated 
from the record. First, the concession. Mr Desai told 
the Special Session of the UN General Assembly on dis¬ 
armament on June 9 not only that we are ‘'unilaterally 
pledged” not to manufacture nuclear weapons, but “we 
have gone further and abjured nuclear explosions even 
for peaceful purposes”. Ibis is precisely the assurance 
which both the super powers had been seeking from 
India since the Pokharan explosion in 1974. 


Mr Desai ought not to have made such a categorical 
declaration (“abjured”) without the authority of Parlia¬ 
ment or at least a national debate. Nor was it even 
necessary for him to give the assurance. The Americans 
received a far more restricted assurance in 1974 that 
the fuel they supplied for Tarapur would not be used 
for a nuclear explosion. Mrs Gandhi was prepared to 
give a similar assurance to Canada in 1976 for the dura¬ 
tion of its supplies of material for the second reactor in 
Rajasthan (RAPP-II). The Russians eventually secured, 
from both Mrs Gandhi and Mr Desai, a much wider 
assurance against nuclear explosions in respect of their 
supply of heavy water for RAPP-II. Mr Desai has now 
gone fux-ther and given a blanket assurance abjuring 
nuclear explosions fqr peaceful purposes altogether. 

i. This is in direct contradiction to his assurance to 
the Lok Sabha on July 13, 1977. His statement that 
“there is no question of any other explosion now for 
peaceful purposes” was objected to by Mr Y. B. Chayan 
•who asked, "Have we given it up for all time only to get 
certain things from the American Government?’’ Mr 
Desai replied. “I agree with him that I should not make 


a commitment for all future time. I cannot say that I,. 
know everything about the future or even everything 
about the. present, but as far as I have understood the 
question, I have come to this conclusion that no explbsion 
is necessary for a peaceful purpose or for use of atomic 
energy for peaceful purposes. 

Mr Samar Guha intervened to point out that explo¬ 
sions for peaceful purposes were made in the US and 
the USSR- and they are now using nuclear engineering 
for a variety of purposes. Our Atomic Energy Commis¬ 
sion has expressed the view that nuclear engineering 
can be used fruitfully for developmental purpose?. To 
this the Prime Minister reacted .in these categorical 
terms: “I have said very clearly that no' authority in 
the world can prevent us from doing what we want or 
if we think it is necessary to use atomic energy and 
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes.” Why, then, 
has he “abjured” nuclear explosions, now ? 

M R Desai is altogether wrong in expressing the view, 
as he did at his Press conference on June 17, that 
nuclear explosions are necessary only for military pur¬ 
poses and not for the use' of nuclear energy for peaceful 
purposes. This is precisely the view which the 
Americans and the Russians have been pressing upon us 
and which we had hitherto rejected. The Atomic Energy 
Commission’s pronouncements are in direct contradic¬ 
tion to this view. 

Another point worth noting is that when Mr Shyam 
Nandan Mishra pointed out the correct legal position in 
the Lok Sabha on July 13, namely, that India is concerned 
only with the 1963 agreement with the US and is not 
bound to recognise the US Nuclear Regulatory Commis¬ 
sion, Mr Desai agreed with him. “There is no question 
of the Regulatory Commission being recognised by us. 

It is not for me to keep the Regulatory Commission or 
not to keep it. I have not signed (sic.) it and I am not 
going to sign it.” 

Indeed, India is not concerned with American legis¬ 
lation at all It is a recognised position in international 
law that domestic ’ legislation is no excuse for the non¬ 
performance of obligations under an international agree¬ 
ment. But at his Press conferences, in San Frandsco on 
June 10 and in New Delhi a week later, Mr Desai went 
out of his way to excuse the US for its breach of the 
1963 agreement in not maintaining a regular supply of 
enriched uranium on the ground that President Carter 
was bound by the law. The law was sponsored by the 
President himself. He had raised the issue in his cam¬ 
paign speeches in 1976 and specifically dted the Indian 
explosion as justification for severe curbs on the nuclear 
"have-nots”. Neither legally nor morally can he be 
absolved of responsibility for non-fulfilment of America's 
commitments to India. 

■ » 

Unfortunately, in the joint communique issued on 
June IS, Mr Desai agreed to the reference to “statutory 
requirements affecting the continued supply of enricbed 
uranium from the United States” — which are utterly 
irrelevant — and to President Carter’s meaningless 
pledge to maintain the supplies “consistent with.; 
American law”. In his public pronouncements earlier 
the Prime Minister, had maintained that India is not 
concerned with the US law of 1976 but only with its P«<ft 
with India of 1963. Why dilute this position in the joint 
communique T 

In sum, nothing has been gained at aU. An import¬ 
ant concession has been made and. many ir point in oar 
favour obscured. There jis. isiMt /.■; 




uninterrupted supply of enriched uranium in the near 
future. Ambassador Nani P&lkhivala summed up the 
result: “Fuel for the balance of the 24-month grace 
period (provided by the US law) is likely. Shipments 
after the grace period are possible.” The highly quali¬ 
fied manner in which the Senate Foreign Relations Com¬ 
mittee approved the overdue shipment of 17,000 pounds 
of enriched uranium, on June 20, tells its own tale. 

Under the 1963 agreement India is entitled to re¬ 
process the spent fuel from Tarapur subject to 
America's concurrence through a "joint determination" 
of the reprocessing plant. The plant was built with US 
approval but the US has arbitrarily refused to give the 
formal clearance in breach of the agreement. Mr Desai 
could not persuade the US to change its position. But 
nor has he made an issue of it as he should have. 


r E most disturbing part nf the discussions is the 
new American approach — the salami tactics — 
reported by an Indian correspondent in the US, Mr T. V. 
Parasuram of the Indian Express (June 16): “Among 
the assurances the United States representative, Mr Nye 
gave Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Dr Sethna 
recently is that full-scope safeguards are not necessarily 
a permanent measure. India could terminate it any 
time unilaterally or agree to IAEA (International Atomic 
Energy Agency) inspection for a specific period." Read 
this with Mr Easwar Sagar’s report in The Hindu on the 
same day and the picture becomes clearer. A new 
scheme has been presented by the US “which India 
appears to have agreed to consider”. The whole thing 
is "being kept very hush hush” but "there is a ‘pro- 
American group’ which favours a conciliatory approach.” 


What is the new scheme ? "The US would ‘declare’ 
that witjiin a certain time schedule it, together with 
the Soviet Union and^the UK, would halt all under¬ 
ground weapons tests "and agree to reduce their present 
nuclear arsenals under SALT II, III, etc. India for its 
part would declare, also voluntarily, pursuant to its 
own devotion to non-proliferation principles, that it was 
placing one or more of its presently unguarded unclear 
facilities (the Hyderabad fabrication complex, the Tara¬ 
pur reprocessing plant and the research reactors at 
Trombay) under IAEA safeguards there would be no 
reference to full-scope safeguards as such. 


“The understanding would be that if within the 
agreed time frame, say three or four years, the US, the 
USSR and the UK were not able to keep to their end 
of the bargain, India would be free to withdraw from 
safeguards the plants it has agreed to put under 
inspection voluntarily.” 

This means a complete reversal of the Indian posi¬ 
tion which demands that the armed nations should dis¬ 
arm first before asking the unarmed to disarm. The 
American scheme uses the continued supply of enriched 
uranium and the “joint determination” of the Tarapur 
reprocessing plant — both of which it is bound to give 
under the agreement anyway — as baits for India's 
acceptance of full-scope safeguards for a limited period. 
But as the French saying goes, nothing lasts longer than 
the temporary. The option to abandon the safeguards is 
an illusory one, One nuclear programme will have 
suffered a serious setback. 

It seems incredible that India should agree even to 
consider such a plan at all. The anxiety to have an 
accord with a friendly country is understandable but 
national interests are more important and America 
must be squarely confronted with the implications of its 
resolve to abrogate solemn agreements with several 
countries by its domestic legislation. We are not alone, 
The French ere up against the American law with tacit 
support from the Germans and the British. Even Japan 
has Jij^iBedrits Jnten ^is of going ahead .with repro- ; 

f# running in our favour, jfohly we 
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Delhi under Emergency— 
the Jagmohan version 

We continue our excerpt from Jagmohan's “Island of Truth" in which the former 
vice-chairman of the Delhi Development Authority recounts the machinations 
behind the terror unleashed on the capital during the Emergency. 


'T'HE posture adopted by former municipal commis- 
1 sioner B. R. Tamta before tbe commission is equally 
amazing. A sudden realization seems to have dawned 
upon him that clearance of the demolition was an evil 
to which he was drawn under the threat jaf MISA. 
Nothing could be more untrue or hypocritical. Tarata’s 
stand is wholly contradicted by bis attitude and behavi¬ 
our before the Emergency and also by the documentary 
evidence and his voluntary statements during the 
Emergency. 

It is a matter of common knowledge that Tamta 
belonged to the new emerging class of officers who re¬ 
lied more upon their political, or what they considered 
popular, posture than on their ability. Short-term gain 
was considered more important than long-term interests 
of the civic administratipn and planned development of 
the capital. He was^ appointed commissioner of the 
Delhi Municipal Corporation against the wishes of the 
Mayor and the Lieutenant-Governor. Soon thereafter, 
he let it be known that he had joined the corporation 
to finish the Jana Sangh. This is exactly what happened. 
The corporation was superseded. Tamta became the sole 
administrator, enjoying vast powers of the deliberative 
and executive wings. 

Tamta’s disposition to exceed tbe. set norms of ad¬ 
ministrative propriety was evident even before the 
Emergency. A Press report of June 19 1975 clearly 
reveals that Tamta was present in the crowd outside 
the Prime Minister’s house, an area outside the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the corporation, and was seen shouting slogans. 
Was he afraid of MISA at that time too? On Decem¬ 
ber 14 1975. Tamta joined, as is indicated by the Press 
reports of that day, the birthday celebrations of Sanjay 
Gandhi. Would he have been punished had he not joined 
the birthday celebrations? Those like me who kept 
aloof from such meetings were not persecuted. 

What Tamta started voluntarily during the Emer¬ 
gency is equally revealing. It demonstrates to what 
extent he is capable of the volte-face. He was fond of 
holding Press conferences and issuing Press notes regu¬ 
larly. In one such Press note, Tamta claimed theft in 
the matter of the removal of encroachments, the Muni¬ 
cipal Corporation of Delhi had taken a lead In the 
country. Another Press note of July 24 1975 announced 
that “in the biggest ever clearance operation, the demo¬ 
lition squad of the Delhi Municipal Corporation went 
into action against 709 unauthorised establishments at 
Tilak Nagar Chowk”.. Likewise, the Press note of 
January 2, 1976 stated, that, “in a major clearance ope¬ 
ration in the rural zone, about 200 unauthorised shops 
and encroachments on public lands’ were demolished 
hear Village Samalkha and Kapeshora". In respect of 
Clearance from the staircase of Jama Masjid, it was the 
corporate* which, took the action. In the two Press 
rio^es-: fashed by *he Corporation It was, .inter alia,. stated. 
that this :eration was personally supervised by Tamta, 

deputy commissioner. 


< -. ’.Su 


1 would, however, like to dispel tbe impression that 
the DDA is trying to shelve its responsibility. The 
correct position is that the major role in regard to the 
redevelopment of Jama Masjid area was played by the 
DDA. All that 1 am trying to clarify is that, so far 
as the clearance from staircases, pathways and passages 
is concerned, it was the legal responsibility of the cor¬ 
poration to take action, and the corporation did so. 

In June 1976, a coordination committee comprising 
the chief secretary, Delhi Administration, deputy com- 
missioner, representatives of the home department of 
the Delhi Administration, Delhi Police, the Municipal 
Corporation, the Delhi Development Authority and the 
New Delhi Municipal Committee was constituted. AM 
important decisions were taken by this committee. In 
the meeting of the committee held on May 25, 1976, 
Tamta pointed out that there were about 25,000 jhuggies 
within the local jurisdiction of the corporation and urged 
that the DDA should be asked to shift them tq its re¬ 
settlement colonies. On this request of Tamta, th«“ co¬ 
ordination committee decided to bring the matter to the 
notice of the vice-chairman immediately and advise him 
to take necessary steps to shift the squatters. Again, 
in the meeting held on June 10 1976, Tamta irfdicated, 
in response to a query from the chief secretary that 
although the slum clearance work had been transferred 
to the DDA, the Chawri Bazar Scheme would be handled 
by the corporation and also financed by it. Tamta 
stated that the scheme had been explained to the public 
and there were no repercussions. 

The above two instances clearly show that officers 
like Tamta not only actively participated in the meet¬ 
ings but also took the initiative to get the clearance 
done. Now it is these very officers who want tbe com¬ 
mission to believe that they were pressurised to do cer¬ 
tain things, and what is still more morally reprehensible, 
that other officers were responsible for what happened. 

7 can assert with confidence that not a 
single person died due to the resettle - 
merit/ _ . 

attitude of officers like the chief secretary, deputy 
I commissioner, and the inspector-general of police 
Was not very different. They actively participated in 
the decision-making process and supported the various 
measures taken. In a number of cases, they even pres¬ 
surized the DDA to carry out tbe clearance on the 
priority basis. For instance, in 53 cases, the secretary 
of lands and building department of the Delhi Adminis¬ 
tration of which the chief secretary is in overall charge 
pressed the DDA hard for immediate clearance of the 
sites. Likewise, the chief secretary was keen that the 
scheme to clear Mangolpuri village and lands near 
Milan cinema should be speedily executed. 

I wish to make it dear to the commission that by 
citing the above instences I am not implying that I was 
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not associated with the decisions or that anything wrong 
was done in clearing areas and resettling squatters in 
the manner it was done. All that I am trying to em¬ 
phasize is that it is both administratively and morally 
wrong on the part of other organizations and senior 
officers to disclaim total responsibility. This reflects not 
only on the quality of their deposition before the com¬ 
mission but also on the nature of commitment they had 
to their work. 

In his deposition before the commission, Mohsin, 
Deputy Home Minister in Mrs Gandhi's Ministry, adop¬ 
ted an attitude critical of the DDA and stated that he 
went to the. Turkman Gale on April 23 or 24 1976 and 
met the deputy commissioner (slums) H. K, Lai. He 
did not make it clear to the commission about why he 
did not get the work stopped if something wrong was 
going on, or why did he not speak to the Home Minister 
or Minister of Works and Housing. Evidently, he 
either did not think anything wrong was being done 
or lacked courage of conviction to say what he really 
felt and thought. 

M OHSIN also told the commission that President 
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed was unhappy. His unhappi¬ 
ness, in fact, was due to the wrong picture presented 
to him. Towards the end of May 1976, H. K. L. Bhagat, 
former Minister of State for Works and Housing, and 
I met the President. He was in a relaxed mood. 
With a grace and charm peculiarly his own, he talked 
informally. 1 explained to him what bed been done in 
the Jaina Masjid complex and what was proposed to be 
done further. I also showed him a few photographs. 
The President was visibly happy over the delightful 
environment created around Jama Masjid and he spoke 
of the significant improvement that had been brought 
about around the historical mosque of Idgah where 
Aurangzeb used to say has prayers. The President 
himself had been performing his annual Id prayers in 
Idgah, and was full of praise of the garden and the 
lawn which the DDA had developed after clearing the 
junk shops and stores. The President expressed the 
hope that visitors to Jama Masjid would not now see 
the slums and insanitary conditions which previously 
prevailed in the area.' 

' The President was rather surprised that 
no one had told him either about the 
commercial allotment or about the Panjit 
Nagar flats.' __ 

Apparently, the President had not been correctly 
informed about our allotment schemes. He seemed to 
have been given the impression that shopkeepers had 
been sent miles away. 1 informed the President that 
all the shopkeepers had been accommodated in the 350 
shops built in Urdu Bazar in the Jama Masjid complex 
itself, and that only workshops, lathes, and factories 
which had no real link with the Jiuha Masjid complex, 
either by way of cultural heritage or by way of con¬ 
forming industries, had been allotted alternative sites 
in the newly developed complex in Mayapuri where 
thousands of industrial and warehousing units had been 
shifted from the Motia Khan iron merchant market and 
Idgah spare parts and Kabari markets. 1 also told the 
President that a number of persons carrying out work 
around Jama Masjid on “teh bazarl” licence of about 
3 or 4 sq. yds. only had been given plots of hundred 
sq. yds. in Mayapuri, where the average price at the 
time of allotment was Rs 1,000 per sq. yd. In other 
words, each of the allottees had got a plot worth Rs 
1 lakh. If the allottees took the initiative and made 
use of the valuable allotments made to them, they 
could definitely carve Out a bright future for them* 
selves and their children. In the Jama Masjid com¬ 
plex, they were condemned to perpetual misery with 
no scope for future improvement. They had only a tern-, 
porary licence of 3 or 4 sq.yds. and were at the mercy 
of the local body. AW these revelations came as a 
surprise to the President. No one had given him the 
facts. 


In respect of the Turkman Gate area, too, I ex¬ 
plained the entire background of the case which appa¬ 
rently had been kept away from the President. 1 told 
him how the scheme of slum- clearance had been con¬ 
ceived as far back as 1938, how the properties had 
been acquired in 1948-52, how the dilapidated and dan¬ 
gerous houses were collapsing, how the occupants were 
living under fear of death, now the corporation’s reso¬ 
lution had provided for allotment only to the old slum- 
dwellers, how the DDA had liberalized these provisions 
and made allotments even to the squatters and fresh 
entrants, aud how against 120 houses cleared, about 
1,000 alternative allotments, including 200 flats in Ranjit 
Nagar (Patel Nagar) area, 400 residential plots and 200 
commercial plots had been made. The President was 
rather surprised that no one had told him either about 
the commercial allotment or about the Ranjit Nagar 
flats. The President made pleasant remarks about the 
manner in which the DDA had carried out the shifting 
in Sarai Khalil area. He also talked about the general 
scheme of- redevelopment of Shahjahanabad and desired 
to know about what happened to the recommendations 
made in my book about reservation of the entire land 
in the Mata Sundri Road complex for building a second 
Shahjahanabad. H. K. L. Bhagat informed the Presi¬ 
dent that he was taking special steps to ensure that the 
land in ciuestion was made available for the purpose. 
The President wanted Bhagat to keep him informed 
about the progress in the matter. 

These facts may be kept in view while evaluating 
the evidence of Mohsin and others who have referred 
lo'the alleged unhappiness of the President. 

U NFORTUNATELY, even in respect of cases of re¬ 
location for the benefit of the allottees, a commu¬ 
nal slant is being given by vested interests. How un¬ 
fair this accusation is can be seen from the fact that 
the DDA has spent over Rs 1.5 crores in the redevelop¬ 
ment of the Jama Masjid complex and another Rs 89,000 
in the renovation of two mosques in Turkman Gate. 

The Press has had its own share of a convenient 
conscience. For instance, this is what Blitz, which is 
now talking of the black deeds of ‘‘clearances” of the 
Emergency, published on April 3, 1976 after its special 
correspondent visited the Trilokpuri complex : 

“Never has so much been achieved in such a short 
time. This, more or less, sums up the stupendous feat 
of providing 70,000 squatter families, living in small, 
dingy, unhygienic hovels scattered all over the capital, 
permanent housing sites in well developed colonies in 
less than eight months. 

"Six months ago, Khirhripur and Patparganj were 
small, sleepy villages across the river. Hundreds of 
acres of land there were lying barren, though notifled by 
the DDA and kept for future use. But where Blitz 
visited the area last week, it was bustling with activity... 
the entire Trilokpuri colony was studded with poles fit¬ 
ted with tube lights. Thus, the basic necessities like 
electricity, water and other public conveniences are 
available well before the fresh batches of jhuggi fami¬ 
lies arrive. 

“Simple, easy-to-follow lay-out plans were available • 
at the D.D.A.'s office on the site and the engineering 
staff was posted there to provide on-the-spot know¬ 
how. Besides, sample houses in all three phases have 
been built for’ the people to have an idea of the type of' 
construction they have to go in- for.” 

I am reminded of a story. Before Independence, a 
Rai Sahib used to praise the British Government. After 
Independence, he started praising the new Government, 
Someone asked Rai Sahib why he had suddeftly changed, 
“I have not changed, it is the Government which has 
changed,” replied the Bai Sahib. 

Edited excerpts from the "Island'of Truth" by Jag- 
mohan (Vikas Publishing House, Rs. 35). 
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Beginning August 6 

This week the Sun and Jupiter are in Cancer, Saturn and Mercury are In Leo; Rahu, Venus and Mara are conjoined 
In Virgo. Uranus is In Libra and Kethu alone is In Pisces. The Moon will be- moving through Virgo, Libra and 
Scorpio from Leo. 






ARIES (March 21 — April 20) This week holds 
ill-fortune in the form of a sudden toss and 
quarrels with those who are close to you. 
A brighter side Is foreseen in an unexpected 
Journey coupled with financial gain. Care 
should be taken in all dealings with members of the oppos¬ 
ite sex and in negotiations with elders. Do not hesitate to 
adopt new methods in business but effect changes care¬ 
fully. Good dates: 8, ? 8 and 9. Lucky number*: 2 and 6. 
Favourable direction: South-east. 

TAURUS (April 21 — May 22) All plana for 
courtship, marriage and love affairs should be 

S temporarily postponed. Success through your 
own efforts will be matched by help from 
_ elders and secret sources. Matters on the family 
front may cause some anxiety, but these problems should 
not deter you from your profession. A journey Is In the 
offing. Good dates; 7, 9, 10 and t2. Lucky numbers: 2 and 
6. Favourable direction: South. 

GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) This is generally 
an unfavourable week for speculation, court¬ 
ship and love affairs. Business matters should 
be given top priority at all costs. Correspon¬ 
dence should be attended to with care and all 
legal affairs avoided. Do not Indulge in impulsive decisions 
or actions end deal tactfully with those In authority. Good 
datee: 8 , 9 and 10. Lucky numbers: 4 end 5. Favourable 
directions: North and East 

CANCER (June 22 — July 22) Exercise greet 
care in all dealings with members of the 
opposite sex and treat all correspondence with 
equal emphasis. Your financial situation 
improves rapidly and at the same time, you 
will make several new friends. Beneficial changes are on 
their way. Good dates: 6, 7 and 12. Lucky numbtre: « and 
8. Favourable directions: North and East. 

LEO (July 28 — August 88) You will undergo 
beneficial changes In your professional career 
while your health will Improve greatly. Your 
affairs in general prosper, thanks to the aid 
ol employers and those in authority. Matters 
with business should be treated with great care, 
inds cause happlnese and your family front proceeds 

_ You will make greet strides in your social life 

Good dates: 6, 7, 8 and 10. Lucky numbers; 1 and 9. 
Favourable direction: West. 

VIRGO (August 23 — September 22) Your 
fortunes Improve; often unexpectedly. Dealings 
with property 1 and speculation should bring 
you success. Concentrate on business expan- 

_ slon and do not hesitate to make changes in 

your professional life. A pleasant financial bonus is m 
store for you this week although you will not find alders too 
cooperative. Health will cause some anxiety although new 
friehds win be at hand to offer advice. Good dates: 8, 7 
8and"IC Luekjf numbers: 3 and 5. “ 
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LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) A number 
of domestic duties may have to be postponed 
this week. Avoid any controversies that come 
.. your way and do not be too outspoken In 

’Aw family matters. Watch new developments 
closely and do not neglect business interests. Opportunities 
for financial improvement will bring you joy. Good dates: 
8, 9 and 11. Lucky numbers: 1 end 6 Favourable direc¬ 
tion: West. 

8CORPIO (October 23 — November 21) Try 

and meet as many people in influential posi¬ 
tions as possible since they are most likely to 
bring success to your plans. An unexpected. 
Journey Is In the offing as well as a tot of un¬ 
foreseen expenditure. Womenfolk and children In your 
family circle will contribute to your haoplness. A secret 
matter progresses while your ventures proceed well. Good 
detea: 8, 7, 9 and 11. Lucky numbers: 3 and 5. Favourable 
direction: South. 

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 — December 22) 
Avoid speculation and gambling and shun 
travel as well, if possible. Be cautious In your 
dealings with business associates and do not 
rush Into new schemes, plans or business con¬ 
tracts. Your domestic affairs run smoothly this week. Good 
dates: 9 and t2. Lucky number*: 4 and 6 . Favourable 
direction: South. 

CAPRICORN (December 23 — January 20) 
Attend to business matters with care. Do not 
let your heart over-rule your decisions — this 
will ensure a modicum ol success. Make a 
conscious effort to avoid offending elders and 
employers. Treat all those In authority with respect. Tackle 
your difficulties resolutely and do not be drawn into 
dubious transactions. Beware especially of false promises. 
Good datee: 6 , 7 and 10. Lucky numbers: 5 and UQ. 
Favourable direction; North. 

AQUARIUS (JAnuary 21 — February 19) Your 
Ingenuity and persistence will prove Invaluable 
in solving business problems successfully 
Beware, however, of a deception that may be 
_ In the offing. Your domestic front run* har¬ 
moniously but unexpected expenditure may crop up, Plans 
involving courtship, marriage and changes should be deter¬ 
red. Good dates: 8, 10 and 12. Lucky numbers: 1 and 3 
Favourable directions: North and East. 

PISCES (February 20 — March 20) An un¬ 
expected event or change beyond your con¬ 
trol will prove ultimately to be beneficial 
although finances should be watched closely. 
Domesfic and social affairs progress wel). and 
women and children contribute to your happiness. A 
sudden change of place may be probable. Use your initia¬ 
tive to fulfil your ambitions. Good dates: 6. 7, 8 and ti. 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Favourable direction: East. 
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TRUCHI: Two women constables have 
(splayed remarkable courage and devo- 
on to duty by chasing, and catching 
flld of a pickpocket. The latter had 
ried to run away after picking the 
otkpt of a bus passenger travelling to 
‘hillainagar, The victim, a BHEL 
gineer had shouted to draw attention 
1 the escaping pickpocket and the two 
men PCs, who were travelling in the 
me bus, got down, caught the culprit 
d handed him over to the police 
tion—Indian Express (V. Balakrishnan, 
dursi) 

MBAY: Police have arrested a fake 
torney. They allege he appeared in 
e Supreme Couit and lower courts 
lile posing as an Attorney at Law. He 
s since been charged with cheating, 
personation and practising law without 
mg an advocate. The police said that 
e accused was one J. R. Pandey. He 
a matriculate from the Basti district 
£ Uttar Pradesh who had worked as a 
on in a local textile mill—Indian 
ess (B. N. Ganguli, Varanasi) 

|ADRAS: The City Police claim to 
Live detained a “notorious rapist” who 
Lid been involved in a number of cases. 

operated in the vicinity of cinema 
■iiuses and his modus operand! was as 
Hows: he would accost unwary young 
, >uples returning from late night shows, 
;rd them at knife-point into nearby 
f^ms and criminally assault the women 
Bfore disappearing into the darkness— 
St* Hindu (S. Bbanumati, Madras). 

pMBAY: A young housewife, who 
items to have hit on a novel method to 
$tle dues, lias been arrested here. S. C. 
yjpta, an interior decorator, undertook 
I contract to decorate Mrs Kamal Roy’s 
|t at Juhu Road for Rs 65,000. She had 
Iked Gupta to come to her residence. 
|ie is then alleged to have locked him 
", her flat and told him that the con- 
itort had been only for Rs 37,000 and 
At she had paid him Rs 60,000. Sha 
'.‘Bit compelled him to sign a declaration 


Without comment 


pricers. 30 tor the entry given last humOUf if) TBSl itffi 


at knife-point that he was handing over 
his car to her until the dues were settl¬ 
ed. Gupta was released after 36 hours 
and went straight to the police and com¬ 
plained. When he returned home he 
found his house burgled—Indian Express 
(K. Gopal, Salem) 

BANGALORE: One or two pegs of rum 
should be provided daily to drivers in 
order to increase the efficiency of the 
Karnataka State Transport Corporation. 
This idea was suggested by Mr G. 
Chandrashekhar, a Congress (I) member. 
A CPI member intervened to oppose tbe 
suggestion and said it was surprising that 
the members were advocating consump¬ 
tion of liquor while on duty —Times of 
India (B. Dominic, Secunderabad) 

PUNE: About 100 demonstrators parad¬ 
ed tbe streets on July 9, demanding the 
banning of the film Satyam Shtvam 
Sundaram, now being screened in the 
city. They shouted slogans deprecating 
the “unholy” semi nude exhibition of the 
rural woman —Times of India (Raghu 
Ram Pannala, New Delhi) 

THE POST OPFICE may not only fail to 
deliver your letters but may penalise 
you as well. Mr Gulam Mohammad 
Abdul Gaffur of P@was village received 
a letter he himself had written about 15 
years ago and was asked to pay a fine 
of 18 paise. The cost of the postcard 
when mailed on May 27, 1963, was six 

? aise. Now as the cost has increased to 
5 paise Mr Gaffur had to pay double 
the difference — Free Press Journal 
(Moban Hamchandani, Indore) 

TRIVANDRUM: For tbe first time in 
the history of the Kerala Legislature a 
bill has been published in Malayalam. 
The bill—the Kerala Forest Produce 
(Fixation ot Prices) Bill, 1978—stands in 
the name of the Forest Minister, Mr 
Kandalot Kunambu, who does not know 
English. He hud insisted on getting 
Cabinet papers supplied in Malayalam— 
Indian Express (Sneila Suresh, Imphal) 
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AN ADVERTISEMENT in a 
medical journal announces: 
“Vacancies exist for two female 
physiotherapists. Varied work 
embracing in-patients and out¬ 
patients”—Krishna K. Seksaria 



I WAS travelling by a packed bus 
during the Emergency and the 
cramped passengers were doing 
all they could to dissuade others 
from boarding it. At one stop a 
villager asked where the bus was 
going. The answer he got from 
one exasperated commuter was: 
“Towards the golden tomorrow”— 
Mahim Swami, Allahabad 
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A MATRIMONIAL advertisement 
in a local paper reads: “For 
Srivastava bachelor IPS officer 
(36), fair, stout, 187 cma, a 
kayastha, educated, very beautiful, 
homely, unemployed and sweet- 
tempered girl. Girl main con¬ 
sideration” — Rakesh K. Sinha, 
Rajendranagar 

A SIGN outside a tailor’s shop 
reads: “Here is available Ratan’s 
brassiere, a soothing comfort for 
women’s breasts of all multiple 
atoM." — Chandrauath Adhikarl. 
Sbyamnagar 
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a word or two 



T'HE police force Is the subject 
*■ of many interesting phrases 
and nicknames. A policeman 

may, for instance, be called a 
copper, because he “cops" or 
catches people. More allusively, 
he may be a bobby or a peeler, 
after Sir Robert Peel, When Si 
Robert was Secretary of Ireland 
m the nineteenth century, he set 
up the Irish constabulary. Later, 
was the brain behind the 
‘Ondon Metropolitan Police Act. 
ft’s only fitting that policemen 
should be given nicknames after 
their founder. 

Nobody's quite sure why a 
Prison van should be a Black 
Maria. People have tried to find 
out if some actual woman might 
have lent her name to the 
vehicle. It seems, however, to 
be a simple piece of personifica¬ 
tion. 

I - . 

p We know more clearly why 
handcuffs should be darbies, it 
seems there was once an infam¬ 
ous money-lender called Darby or 
Derby. In any case, a particular¬ 
ly .rigid contract for money- 
lending. nutting the borrower 
firmly Jn the usurer’s grip, would 
be colled "Father Darby’s bond" 
or "bands”. These "band#’, of 
course, were purely metaphorical; 
but She name was transferred to 
actual handcuffs at fetters. 


■ w ..i Lv . 




stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 


F the next time an elderly relative of 
yours gets a headache and you tell 
him it’s because of his age, you are, in 
all probability, more wrong than right 
Generally, younger people are more sus 
ceptible to headaches than the old. This 
Is merely a broad generalization and it 
cannot be said with absolute surety 
whether one kind of people have more 
headache problems than the other kind. 
But the general tendency has been for 
headache problems to decrease as a 
person grows older. This fact and many 
more interesting ones have come to 
light mainly due to the pioneering re¬ 
search work done on headaches by Dr. 
David Coddon and his associates at the 
Headache Clinic at New York City's 
Sinai Medical Centre. By 1976, these men 
had established a solid base for further 
studies in the field of headache-cure. 

The number of headache victims is on 
the increase. The sole and primary rea¬ 
son for this is the increasing amount of 
environmental stress that human beings 
are subjected to in this tension-packed 
world. Every action of ours calls for a 
small battle with at least one harmful 
environmental factor and many people 
have to virtually fight a war. And yet, 
paradoxically, it is when a person rela¬ 
xes that the headache strikes him, ju't 
when he least expects it. A hard-wo-t 
ing, hard-driving person, who works with 
the clock, rarely has time to afford a 
headache! But even such a person need 
relax, say after a week or fortnight, 
and it is then that he pays the price of 
over-exposure to stress. 

Why should relaxation bring on a 
headache? The head, containing as 1’ 
does the maximum number of pain 
sensitive nerve-endings, has the maxi¬ 
mum supply of blood. When a person 
ceases to work after a strenuous period, 
there is a drop in his blood-flow (some¬ 
thing different from blood-pressure). This 
results in a lesser supply of oxygen to 
the head. The nerves react by sending 
a, numbing pain over any one region of 
the head. This is known as the vascu- 
lar-fWw type of headache. 

Another type of headache is migraine 
which is hereditary and effects ten to 
twenty per cent of the world's popula¬ 
tion. A patient of migraine is usu,-|l’ ,, 
sensitive to light nr sound, or both, and 
will prefer to He down in a dark room- 
all to avoid any additional stress on the 
nerves. Surprisingly, people above the 
age of 55 or $0 very seldom complain of 
migra(ne. The most unusual, and also 
the most disabling, tyne of headache is 
the “cluster headache”. It is characte¬ 
rized by pain in the region of one eye 
which lasts for IS minutes to an hour. 
A person may suffer every day for 
three Weeks or three months and then 
it suddenly stops—hence the name “clus¬ 
ter headache”. 



Even a breakfast of such seemingly 
innocent items as milk, bread, cheese 
and potato chins can cause a headache 
if, that is, you have allowed your tongue 
to get very friendly with the cheese. 
Nuts, pork, fishr and cheese contain an 
excess of amino acid tyramine which 
causes the headache commonly referred 
to as ‘dietary migraine’, i.e„ migraine 
caused due to overlooking the contents 
of one’s diet. 

A warning to alcoholics: Have a cou¬ 
ple of pegs of whisky and you will be 
all right. But have a glass of beer 
after having a peg of whisky and you 
are guaranteed to contract a headache. , 
Mixing alcoholic drinks leads to an im¬ 
mediate headache. Drinking champagne 
is a sure means to obtain one because 
something chemical in the fermentation 
process is harmful for the nervous sys¬ 
tem. Having issued a warning, it is only 
fair to suggest a method to counter it. 
A dose of three asoirins after drinks is 
one sure way to get un the next morn¬ 
ing without-the notorious “hangover”, 

A change in air pressure too can causes 
a headache—but it is usually a mild? 
one and can be driven away bv hsv ! "g 
a Jiot shower and not. as is normally, 
the practice, by placing a moist cWhft 
over the forehead. Dr. Coddon applies,; 
the term "barometric headaches” tO ! 
such headaches. 

Surprisingly, headaches which elders 
suffer from are lesser portents of danger 
than those which children suffer from, 
Prequent headaches in a child are indi¬ 
cative of, maybe, the presence of ft 
tumour or an equally hazardous body, 
(or bodies). It is. therefore, wise Tor 
parents to give immediate medical atten¬ 
tion to a child frequently complaining 
of headaches. 

Contrary to general belief, there lies 
an inherent danger in the taking of 
drugs to ward off headaches because 
many of these medications. a$ in the 
case of ergot-preparations, lead to addic¬ 
tion. What Starts off as a purely medi¬ 
cinal procedure may end up as a habi¬ 
tual handicap. Interestingly, acupunc¬ 
ture does not help in curing headaches. 
Hypnosis and psychotherapy have been 
tried blit the positive numbers of results 
were negligibly low. 

ATUL MATHUR 





(He found Singapore by mistake) 


But did you know that KLM has been flying to 
Singapore for the last45years? 



Example. 

Now we link 
Singapore direct to 
Delhi by Boeing 747-M 
aircraft every Monday. 

Singapore—’Instant 
Asia' and cross¬ 
road to the 


Far East, where oriental 
food blends with superb 
sightseeing. Play golf or 
visit the House of Jade, 
swim in crystal seas or 
revel till the early hours 
in exclusive nightclubs. 
Shop for everything 
from antiques to 
cameras, electrical 


Call us at Bombay 
At 297233,Calcutta441221 
to carpets. At Delhi 343998, Madras 
prices that are amongst 8(3355 4 

the lowest in the world. Qr contact travG i 
Or do good business aae nt 
and make your profit. y 

So, can you do 
better than Marco 
Polo ? Decidedly. 

Because we won’t let 
you make any mistakes ! 



Business and pleasure mix well with KL. 

The reliable airline of Holland 


CAS-532-B-1 
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WMb' to ptoy to r •houkt toe gam* go? 

World championship diaOengtr 

We at) know that grandmaster Viktor 
Korchnoi, once one of the leading chess 
players of the Soviet Union and certainly 
then and now one of the world's leading 
players, has been so inconsiderate of his 
former country's welfare as to have won the 
right to play the World champion, Anatoly 
Karpov, tor his title. Had he still been a 
Soviet citizen and merely a dissident then 
matters would not have been so bad as far 
as the prestige of USSR chess is concerned. 

But he Is now stateless and”) expect many 
people in the party in the USSR are praying 
to Kart Marx that Karpov will defeat Kor¬ 
chnoi in the match for the world tilte. 

They, like the res* of us, will be busy 
studying (he games by which Korchnoi has 
forced his way through tha series of Candi¬ 
dates' matches. Very useful for this purpose 
is the book of the final match which has 
been published with such commendable 
promptness tbis year': Korchnoi vs. 
Spassky: Chess Crisis, by Raymond Keens 
(George Allen & Unwin, 124 pages, £1.95). 
Those unacquainted with the stresses and 
strains of modem match-pisy will tend to 
raise their eyebrows at the extravagant 
behaviour of the players. But. Indeed, using 
this as a sort of souroe-book for a play one 
could come up with a tragic farce that could 
have been written by Ben Jonson and Kafka 
In concert. As for humour, Ray Keane was 
quite right to leave Kazic’s felicitous 
Englleheae, ‘just as it was wrote'. For 
tragedy there is the disintegration of Spass¬ 
ky's character. 

Whatever may ba said about the happen¬ 
ings away from the chess-board if must be 
admitted that aome very fine games were 
played In tha match. Take, as an inatanot, 
tha fourth game, which the author rightly' 
terms 'a superb tactical duel'. 

White: Spassky, Black: Korchnoi 
French Defence 

1. P— K4, P—K3; ft P—04, P-Q4; 
i. Kt-rOfB, 6-Ktt; 4. P-K5. P-Q64; 
5. P—QR3, BxKt ch; 8. PxB. Kt—K2; 
7. P-QR4, &-Q2; 8. Kt—B3, Q-R4: 

». 8—02, <Jk*-63; 1# 8~«2. P-B3; «• 

P—B4, 0-S2; 13. KPxP, KtPxP; 15. 
BPxP. KtfKMxP: 1*. P—83, 0—0—O; 
HS. 0—0, KP—Ktf; Id. R—K1, P—K4; 
IT, P—64, B—R6; Id. B-K81, Kt-Kt3; 
«. p-oa, KtkBP; ao. PxKt, QxP; 
tl. |k—Kt3,. BxB; 22. -RxB. P-K5; 
U. O-KO. 0-0*: 34. 0R-B1, KtxB; 
IS. KtxKt, OxKt: M. RxP oh, K—Ktl; 

a- 


Q-Kta, R(Q1>—02: M. O-Ktd on. R-Of; 
34.0—Kt3, R(Q1>—02: Drawn by repetition 
of position. 

HARRY GOLOMBEK _ 

bridge 


HAVE you ever heard of a no-count, no- 
entry squeeze? Hands that appear to pre¬ 
sent a new form of play have an Irresistible 
fascination for bridge writers. This one la 
reported from a team event in Canada: 

dealer. North. Game all 

* A K 8 7 5 

9 K Q 10 9 7 

♦ * 

* 4 2 

40J63 *10 9 

* ® 9 J 3 3 

4 A Q 4 W E 4967532 

* J 9 7 8 . s *85 

* 4 2 

9 A 6 5 

4 K J 10 

* AKQ 10 3 

After North has opened One Spade, it is 
sufficient for South to force with Three 
Clubs and follow with 3NT. However, many 
players would go too high, and it is not 
surprising that South propelled himself into 
6 NT. Although there are only 29 points in 
tha two hands, the contract Is not unreason¬ 
able. requiring only a normal break in the 
two long suits, hearts and clubs. 

With no vary attractive lead. West chose e 
heart. South discarded a spade on the 
fourth round of hearts, and this was the 
position when the fifth heart was led from 
dummy. 

* A K 8 7 6 

9 10 

* 8 

* 4 2 

* Q J 6 „ * 10 9 

* _ N v 

♦AO W E *98752 

* J 9 7 6 s *86 


* 4' 

. V _ 

* K J 10 

* AKQ 103 

What is South to discard on the lost 
heart? Obviously not a club, since he hopes 
to bring in the Milt, and the diamonds may 
be needed, ao.he parts with another spade. 

" his last communication with the dummy. 

West, meanwhile, threatened by the 
extended menace in each black suit, dis¬ 
cards the Queen of diamonds. Declarer* 
cashes one spade (hot essential) and exits 
with a diamond to the 10 and Ace. Whether 
Watt now leads s spade or a club. South 
m*kes tha rest of the tricks. 

TERENCE REESE 


1. Which Dtanet has two satellites 
named Demos and Phobos ? 

2. Who directed ‘Battleship 
POtemkln'? 

3. James Bond's chief was M; 
< woo had a chief called R ? 

4. Who is the founder of scientific 
surgery? 

5. The Arctic Ocean is iolned to 
the Pacific Ocean by which stretch 
of water? 


6. Where would you find the Dewy 
Decimal System in use ? 

7. Who gave the world the slogan 
‘Tha medium is the massage ? 

8. Who was the first British classi¬ 
cal architect? 

6. The second triumvirate in 
Roman history comprised Octavius 
Caesar, Mark Antony and Lepidus. 
What was the first triumvirate ? 

10. What does the acronym 
UNITAR stand for ? 

1 1 . Whet is the new name of 
Cambodia ? 

12. Tulamarlne Airport Is in which 
city ? 

13. What is Kalyan Sona ? 

14. With whom or what would you 
associate the Cavern Club at 
Liverpool ? 

16. What are the two cities in 
Dlcken's ‘A Tale of Two Cities'? 
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stamps 


FRANCO BR IT iSHBXHi StTtON ] 





THE Franco-Brltish Exhibition, which was 
opened at the White City- Shepherd's Bush, 
on 14 May 1908 bythe Prince of Wales, later 
King George V, was not marked by the issue 
ol commemorative stamps. Collectors had 
to be satisfied instead with a stamp-like 
publicity label showing Marianne being wel¬ 
comed by Britannia and the City of Condon. 
Moot visitors, of whom there were well over 
8 million, were happy to buy picture post¬ 
cards of the dazzling white pavilions, and 
die ornamental lake, and to have them 
postmarked at one of the exhibition post 
offices. The postcards are still common buf 
the labels are now quite scarce 

C.W. HILL 
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Latest 
Breakthrough In 

Stereo Hi'Fi Design 


SONODYNE 


UPEIRJET-LINE 

STEREO SYSTEM 



AN ALTOGETHER NEW AMPLIFIER DESIGN WITH DIRECT COUPLED POWER STAGE 
AND FULLY COMPLEMENTARY OUTPUT STAGE TOGETHER WITH A COMPLETELY 
NEW SPEAKER SYSTEM INCORPORATING LATEST AUDIO TECHNOLOGY 
AND MOST MODERN LOOKS. THE SUPER JET LINE. IS THE CHOICEST BUY STEREO 

IN THE MEDIUM POWER RANGE. 
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SONODYNE 


CUiONtCii <;n PVT l»0 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING MUSIC DEALERS 
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The poor man's satellites 

I NDIA is the fourth country, after conditions and, like balloons, th 
the United States, the United are filled with a gas lighter th 


* the United States, the United 
Kingdom and France, to embark 
upon the development of an appro¬ 
priate technology of tethered bal¬ 
loons, described light-heartedly but 
not too erroneously by scientists as 
a poor man's mini-satellites. 

The technology, being developed 
at the Space Applications Centre of 
the Indian Space Research Organi¬ 
sation, Ahmedabad, aims at using 
the tethered balloon as high altitude 
platforms for communications and 
remote sensing. 

According to Prof. Yaab Pal, 
director of SAC, when this techno¬ 
logy is perfected, the tethered 
balloons can be used for the same 
applications for which high towers 
and satellites are used. These uses 
would include TV and FM broad¬ 
casting, meteorology, coastline 
management, pollution monitoring 
and even forest management. A 
tethered balloon might prove espe¬ 
cially useful for the study of 
atmospheric phenomena dose to the 
earth because of the ease with 
which the altitude of a tethered 
balloon can, be varied. 

Such. fealloQaa are often known as. 

like kites, they too 


conditions and, like balloons, they 
are filled with a gas lighter than 
air, such as hydrogen, to provide 
added buoyancy. Also, like kites, 
tethpred balloons can be raised or 
lowered at will, with a time lapse 
of faalf-an-hour only. 

The Ahmedabad skyline these 
days is marked by a huge kytoon 
flying at about 500 metres. Indeed, 
this makes it the tallest “tower” in 
the country, about 200 metres 
higher . than the nearest competitor, 
the tyhrli tower in Bombay. 

This experimental balloon, deve¬ 
loped by the SAC in collaboration 
with the Tata Institute of Funda¬ 
mental Research, Bombay, and with 
theoretical support from the Indian 
Institute of Science, can fly at a 
height of 1,500 metres. However, 
owing to dvil aviation constraints 
it is flown at a much lower altitude 
at Ahmedabad. 

At its ceiling of 1,500 metres, its 
range of visibility will be around 
140 kilometres. In addition, it can 
cover an area of about 60,000 square 
kilometres through FM broadcasts 
or television relays, One limitation 
at the moment is that the balloon 
has the capacity to carry a payload 
of Only 50 kilograms to a height of 
1.5 kilometres, but can withstand 


winds up to* 80 km an hour. 

Prof. Yash Pal said that though 
the initial efforts have shown very 
encouraging results, much more 
work is necessary before the 
technology can be transformed into 
an operational system for larger and 
regular use. 

The nature of the tethered 
balloon technology is particularly 
suited to Indian engineering and 
industrial capacities. Its potential? 
uses are diverse and the flexibility 
of the system gives it a great, 
advantage. 

Emphasis has been placed on the 
development of an entirely indige¬ 
nous technology and the extent of 
indigenous content in the experi¬ 
mental balloon and its attendant 
equipment is about 99 per cent. 
The cost is estimated at about Rs. 5 
to 6 lakhs a balloon, which is low? 
in comparison with a TV transmis¬ 
sion tower. Among the problems 
that are yet to be tackled- are the 
development of more suitable mate¬ 
rials, some variations and improve¬ 
ments of aerodynamic designs and 
stabilisation of the balloon even in 
windy conditions. 

SHANKAR BHATT 













‘Cong, alone can’t fight authoritarianism’ 


A. Kurien Antony was horn 38 
years ago m a Roman Catholic fa¬ 
mily in Shertala. in Central Travan- 
core in the then Travancore-Cochin 
State. His father was a rebel against 
the Church and when he died, the 
family did not get permission to 
bury him m the Christian cemetery, 
ft is said that Antony’s answering 
opposition to the politicking Chur¬ 
ches in Kerala dates back to this 
episode. Young Antony joined the 
Congress in his student days, attrac¬ 
ted by the Congress platform of 
democracy, secularism , socialism and. 
non-alignment, and the charisma of 
Jatvaharlal Nehru. He was successi¬ 
vely secretary of the State Congress 
students wing, the Youth Congress 
and the Congress, and then the 
President of the State Parly. 

Short and stocky, he is still a 
bachelor ("no time from politics"), 
and a man of extremely spartan 
habits. He wears a khadl lungi and 
kurta, and gladly eats just two chap- 
patis and fried tomatoes for dinner 
every night, tor the firs t few months 
hs the Chief Minister, he continued 
to live iu a small room in the State 
guest house, until for security rea¬ 
sons and for the sake of visitors he 
moved to “Ajanta Bungalow”, the 
former residence of the ADC to the 
Governor. A solitary guard stands 
at the gate. The short drive to the 
portico is bordered by grass prow- 
ing wild. It is altogether an mean 
sptcuous house and after seeing it, 
I ceased to be surprised that the 
receptionist at my hotel did not 
know where the Chief Minister liv¬ 
ed. The interview that follows was 
held at this house and on the flight 
from Madras to Trivandrum. When 
: we landed at Trivandrum, the recep¬ 
tion party made no attempt to take 
Antony’s small briefcase from him. 
Another Minister, who was on the 
flight, ungrudgingly gave his brief¬ 
case to an aide. Antony answered 
every question with a smile and 
refused to be provoked. 


Q: Would it be correct to say that 
the Southern Chief Ministers' confe¬ 
rence was basically an anti-Centre 
meet? 

A: This is not correct. You can 
see for yourself the letter 1 wrote to 
Mr Ramachandran before the mee¬ 
ting. (the letter, written on July 10, 
starts “Dear Shri Ramachandran’’ 
and‘raises five issues: Hindi, the 
question of ‘sons of the soil’ (“a 
dangerous development”), linguistic 
minorities, a regional wage policy, 
and rice subsidy). 

58 



Q: It is said that yon are being 
used by DevaraJ Urs and Chenna 
Reddy for their own personal ends. 
Do you have any reason to feel this? 

A: I am not being used by Urs 
and Reddy. We met to discuss some 
common problems and to guard 
against divisive tendencies in the 
country. The meeting was cordial 
and certainly not anti-Centre. 

Q: What are these divisive ten¬ 
dencies yon refer to? 

A: The real danger to the coun¬ 
try comes from the authoritarian 
tendencies nurtured by both the 
Congress (I) and the Janata. I have 
nothing personal against Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi, but many people around her, 
like Sanjay Gandhi, have misused 
her authority. In the Congress (I) 
people like Sanjay Gandhi represent 
the inherent fascism in the Party. 
And as for the Janata, its backbone 
is the Jana Sangh and the RSS is 
the backbone of the Jana Sangh. So 
while the Congress (I) represents a 
threat to democracy, the Janata is a 
threat to secularism. 

Q: Can the Congress fight these 
two forces? 

A: The Congress alone cannot 
fight authoritarianism. That is why 
we need a ‘third force 1 —a Left and 
democratic alternative. Today, the 
fight is to preserve democracy. The 
basic values of the Congress are in 
danger, and that is why we need a 
•third force', not merely to capture 
power. 


change its stand and link up with 
progressive forces at the national 
level. In Kerala, it has to give up 
its sectarian outlook. (Antony was 
presumably referring to the dose 
links that the CPI (M) has in Kerala 
with the community of Ezhavas, who 
were once backward but have now 
prospered). 

Q: What is your reaction to tf>e 
CWCs decision on Maharashtra? 

A: It is good that unity talks have 
broken down. The Congress must 
keep its separate identity, and realise 
that hard work among the masses is 
the only way to build the Party. We 
must forget we were ruling all these 
years. These temporary setbacks 
should not make us forget that the 
Congress has a distinct role to play. 

Q: What have you been able to 
achieve In Kerala? 

A: Our problems are many, but 
we have been able to do something 
for all sections. We have set apart 
Rs five crores for a support price, for 
paddy and tapioca growers. The 
minimum bonus was announced in 
Kerala even before the Central Gov¬ 
ernment took the derision. We are 
giving Rs 400 per year to 2,5 lakh 
youths who have been unemployed 
for three years. Widows have been 
given Rs 1,000 for the marriage of 
their daughters. We are hying to 
avoid the middlemen, and are sett¬ 
ing up public sector corporations to 
deal in titanium, cement and coir. 

Q: Why is the Kerala Government 
opposed to mechanisation In the cotr 
industry? Is it true that your Gov¬ 
ernment strongly protested to the 
Tamil Nadu Government for allow¬ 
ing a mechanized coir unit in Tamil 
Nadu? 

A: The coir industry employs 
over 10 lakh people, and mechanita 
tion would make all of them un¬ 
employed- Mechanization cannot be 
immediate. One industrialist has set 
up a mechanized factory in Tamil 
Nadu (Antony was referring to Ravi 
Karunakaran, who has reportedly got 
the licence to start a plant in Ksaya- 
kumari district in Tamil Nadu). We 
feel the Centre should not have 
given the licence, and we have pro¬ 
tested against this. 

Q: D« yon fool yen are giving the 
people what you pranked? 

A; I am doing my best. 


Q: What are the chances of a 
‘third force' being forged? 

A: A ‘third force’ is historically 
inevitable, though it may take up to 
four more years for this to be reali¬ 
sed. The CPI (M) will have to 


Q: Aren't yon having to compro¬ 
mise too mndtf 

A: Life’s is a compromise, but 
you can only do yonr best. ; 

AJAY KUMAR, 
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prepares you 
for another day 

To cope with today's world, 
you need the extra stamina 
Viva gives you. Not only to see 
you through each day, 
but to nourish you through 
the night as well. 

Viva builds up & 

stamina for the day I 

Viva's modern formulation has 
more energy-giving malt 
and more tissue- building 
proteins. These build up 
your body powers for wo#k \ 
and play. 

Viva 

restores you at night I 

A hot cup of delicious wfljdV 
Viva at bedtime helps you wMm 
relax into the proper rhythm pTp 
of sleep and nourishes you 
until you wake up- 
restored I 
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DID YOU KNOW? n 
Doctors say that sleep 
provides a period of 
renewal. Physiologically, 
sleep promotes 
building-up processes. 
Body repair work is 
accomplished every time 
there has been wear 
and tear due to mental 
and physical activity. 



Science shows sleep as • 
a series of curves. { 
Viva helps you relax intoi 
the proper rhythm of ! 
sleep. Gives you the j 
nourishment you need ! 
during the night, so that | 
you wake up refreshed, i 
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color and black and white, SPAN, the 
American magazine for India, is a feast for 
the eyes as well as the mind. 
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Whoevei* ordained lo 
mankind the sublime 
experience of sex meant 
it to be a preserve of 
neither Adam nor Eve. Yet 
man's attitude to sex has 
consiEtenty differed from 
woman’s. For ages, women 
were enslaved by men and 
had to yield to their desires 
Being the weaker sex, they 
could hardly revolt. Today 
circumstances are dilferenl. 
Education and increasing 
economic Independence 
among women have led, 
necessarily, to changed ideas 
on their relationship with 
men. But how far has 
this affected the sexual 
attitudes of women in India? 
Or, are their sexual attitudes 
any different? 

Dr GIRIJA KHANNA and 
MARIAMMA A. VERGHESE 
discover their elusive answers. 



Few eflruaitrtta. 

. with ttifc. ConMltuttHY .... 
The tatest amendri^t /o^ 

he^fiboui lfte ^rpwfg^n 


Maharashtra has a new 
Chief Minister, Sharad 
Pawar. How different is he 
from his predecessors and 
what course is he likely 
to chart for the State ? 

OLGA TELUS writes a 
profile of him and a note on 
the political repurcussions 
of the Janata-Pawar alliance. 
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ill-paid Indians 


* < INDIA in West Asia” (July 9) 
*■ by M. J. Akbar made an excel- 
lent survey of the fine work being 
d ine bv Indians in the Arab coun- 
<- ier.. There is, however, one aspect 
< f tiie. Indian presence in these 
'gions which is completely over- 
- oked. Among the experts working 
’here are also ITEC (Indian Techni¬ 
cs Economic Cooperation) personnel 
•doctors, teachers and engineers, 
ihf shabby treatment meted out to 
'hero by our embassies and the 
Ministry of External Affairs would 
put '‘.von the most unscrupulous 
contractors to shame. In many cases 
salary of an ITEC doctor is lower 
than that of an expatriate nurse in 
Uv employ of 'the host Government, 
the salary of an ITEC university 
lecturer is half that of a fresher 
3 &i{u(-yod by the host Government 
k direct contract, and the salary of 
; qualified and experienced engine¬ 
er is less than that of a skilled 
worker, 

T. 5. Joseph. Jamalpur.' 

IT WAS a great pleasure to go 
through ‘‘Success story” by Shekhar 
Bhatia (July 9) which traces the 
phenomenal career of Mr. Sadhan 
C. Dutt, chairman and managing 
director of Development Consul¬ 
tants Pvt. Ltd. (DCPL). It is 
remarkable that an Indian engineer 
should have been so resourceful and 
enterprising to have succeeded in 
taking over a foreign firm, Kuljian. 
which has extended its operations 
to various parts of the world, parti 
cularly West Asia. It also gave mr 
immense pleasure to see my owr 
grandson, Mr. Amresh Mohan Jalali 
on the cover of the issue, 

J.LK Jalali, Srinagar 

Hut- AKBAR’s article The price ■. 
making money" EUriv fri :.ne; 
r.'slimah' ■"» ■; ' ri -- 


Asia. The facts are misconstrued 
to win the sympathy of the readers. 
Regarding the workers of Som Datt 
Builders Pvt Ltd. in Iskandriya, 
Iraq, I have this to say that: 1) No 
instance of labour unrest has occur- 
ed during the timely execution of 
the contract. (The workers em¬ 
ployed number 700). The inference 
from this is that they are paid on 
time. 2) The scale of payment has 
been prescribed by the Ministry of 
Labour of the Government of India 
and is favourable compared to 
those of other agencies operating in 
West Asia. 3) Mr. Akbar visited 
the site when the contract had been 
fully executed. The housing site at 
the works was handed over to the 
Iraqi authorities, who had pulled 
down the labour houses. Alternative 
accommodation was arranged by the 
company and not Engineering Pro¬ 
jects India Ltd, as reported. 4) In 
the absence of electricity (which 
was to be provided by the clients) 
the provision of amenities was bey¬ 
ond the capacity of the company. 
5) Mr. Akbar’s fancy observations 
and conclusions could be detrimental 
to the interest of a company in the 
private sector, whose execution of 
various contracts has been held in 
high esteem both by the clients and 
the Governmental authorities. We 
regret our shortcomings but are 
proud of our achievements. 

Asha Handa, Public Relations Officer 
M/s Som Datt Builders (P) Ltd. 
Calcutta. 


Editor’s reply: There is, unfor 
tunately, very little that is 'fancy’ 
about my observations and con- 
elusions. Ms Asha Handa says 
that rw instance of labour unrest 
has occurred. True, because no 
labour unrest is allowed m these 
societies, and penalties for such 
activity are severe. The discon¬ 
tent among the workers of Ms 
Som Dutt Builders (P) Ltd was 
too obvious, and too justified, for 
anyone who saw it to ignore it. 
However, none of the managers of 
this company thought it necessary 
to worry about the inhuman condi¬ 
tions into which these workers we 
met were throum. As for the al 
tentative accommodation which 
this company shamelessly takes 
credit for now, it was only provi¬ 
ded when we raised this issue on 
the site, and insisted that the wor¬ 
kers be looked after immediately. 
It was then that the managers of 
EPI Ltd., who were accompanying 
us and saw the plight of the work 
ers for themselves, made the 
alternative arrangements on their 
oum initiative. Hopefully, they 
mjtde Som, Dutt Builders Pvt. Ltd. 
my t<rr the arrangements. Such 
shortcomings” can hardly bv 
ignored by the. Press. Ms Honda 
should be a little more careful 
r-h-rr-.: nshut Plant* like Honey' 


Democratising 

democracy 

C OLONEL Qadhafi’s ideas in the 
extract from his Green Book 
“Democracy is a fraud’’ (July 9) 
make an analytical study of demo¬ 
cracy. He views the democracy of 
our variety as a true form of Party 
tyranny. Was it not Shaw himself 
who said that democracy is the ap¬ 
pointment of the incompetent few by 
the un-understanding many ? Col 
Qadhafi suggests ‘popular congresses’ 
and ‘people’s committees’ to truly 
democratise democracy. The results 
of his experiments In Libya speak of 
the benevolence of direct democracy. 
As for us in India, we are fed up 
with the oft-quoted definition of 
democracy as being ’for the people, 
of the people and by the people’ - 
without any substance, 
ft. N. Swamy, Madras. 

IT WAS interesting to read Col 
Qadhafi’s unusual political ideas. 
According to him : “Political strug¬ 
gle that results in the victory of a 
candidate with 51 per cent of the 
votes leads to a dictatorial govern¬ 
ing body disguised as a false demo¬ 
cracy, since 49 per cent of the elec¬ 
torate is ruled by an instrument o! 
governing they did not vote for, but 
tad imposed upon them.” But then, 
popular congresses’ too arc likely to 
be undemocratic in that they too 
embody ‘people’s committees’ whose 
members are chosen by the people, 
the choice being not necessarily un¬ 
animous. Dissent cannot be ruled 
out as Col Qadhafi conveniently does 
in this case, to make his point. 

S. I. Khan, Allahabad. 


NEXT WEEK 

Special 

SASTHI BRATA 

Writes a profile of 

SATYAJIT RAY 


MUCH of what Col Qadhafi says is 
riddled with contradictions. Even if 
we allow ourselves to be convinced 
by him, our attempts to find a gov¬ 
ernment that would fit into his con¬ 
ceptions would prove abortive. No 
political Party in history can claim 
to have polled all the votes, and any 
government can be discarded by, as 
he says, adding up the votes polled 
by those who received less votes. 
Even in the ‘popular congresses', the 
only substitute he offers, there is 
scope for the existence of different 
segments, a tendency which would 
lead invariably to a classed society 
with ideological disputes. 

Amitobh Sorbic. Oorrnng Panburc 





necessity 

'T'HE article “Pregnant women: 
* beware of X-Rays" by Dr K. S. 
Parthasarathy (July 9) was of great 
value to the common people who 
know only of the benefit of X-Rays 
and not their radiological hazards. 
Alopatbic doctors use the X-Ray as 
a routine medical measure for diag¬ 
nosis and are least concerned about 
its harmful effects. It is thus up to 
the patients themselves to minimise 
the number of exposures to this in¬ 
jurious necessity. 

Shambhv Prasad Singh, Bokaro Steel 

aty. 

THE article seemed to have strayed 
mistakenly into SUNDAY. It deser¬ 
ved a place in some medical or pro¬ 
fessional journal. The writing on 
the whole was uninteresting for the 
layman. It was woefully assembled 
with boring excerpts from the papers 
of renowned medical authorities. The 
only redeeming features were the 
beautiful colour photographs and the 
interesting captions. 

Kuldip Singh, Ranchi, 

Award, or no award 

S HIRJEE is not fair to a singer of 
the calibre and versatility of 
Asha Bhonsle when she writes 
(Khaas Baat, July 9) : “Asha Bhon¬ 
sle simply loves getting awards (It’s 
a pity she does pot get enough 
awards).” For the author’s informa¬ 
tion, Asha has received as many 
awards as one can aspire for : the 
Filmfare award six times, Sur-Singar 
Sawsad award four times, the Maha¬ 
rashtra Government award four 
times. Lion’s Best Singer award 
thrice, and many others. Of course, 
she did not get the Padma Bhushan, 
only because, free, frank and fearless 
as she is, she did not feel the need 
to run to Delhi time and again, like 
{-ata, *9..convince the award-givers of 
her brilliance. No award can do her 
voice justice. Shirjee might know, 
as well, that she once did not even 
bother to collect her PUmfare awards, 
Manohar. New Delhi. 


The weaker sex 

S HAKUNTALA DEV! deserves 

thanks for pointing out that all 
successful women in the present day 
world are seen as ‘freaks’ (Opinion, 
July 7). Since mathematical abilities 
in women were questioned, another 
point needs to be made.' Sociologists 
like H. A. Witkins and D. M. Levi 
have observed that over-protected 
boys tend to develop intellectually 
like girls, by which they meant the 
development of a relative deficiency 
In analytic thinking. The so-called 

S witness in mathematic! in girl! Can 
u* bo explained by the fact that 
sine put qf every ten girls are 
brought up under ten . times more 
.air brothers. 



We don't kick 
each other 

r iE statement that players 

are involved in infighting in 
“The East Bengal eclipse” (July 
9) was irresponsible. Such critical 
statements should be backed by 
sufficient evidence. The author’s 
attempts to relate the mediocre 
performance of the team to its 
factional squabbles is banal. My 
teammates are sane enough to in¬ 
dulge in more delightful pastimes 
than duplicity. We players do not 
expect such concocted statements 
from sports journalists. I hope 
such false reporting will be avoi¬ 
ded In future because it is likely 
to create serious misapprehensions 
among the, readers. 

SurajU Sehgupta, Calcutta. 


Labour pains 



r PHE interviews of Mr R. J. Mehta 
A and Dr Datta Samant with Olga 
Tellis ("Withdraw police support" 
and “I’d fix how much the owner 
shouty get”, June 18) carry numer¬ 
ous erroneous and misleading state¬ 
ments, especially, concerning Premier 
Automobiles Ltd. Mr R. J. Mehta is 
stated to have alleged that in 
Premier Automobiles Ltd employers 
just do not want to talk with 
accredited representatives of the 
employees. This is not true since in 
all the three plants of PAL, at Kurla, 
Dombivli and Wadala, the company 
has always been dealing with the 
recognised trade unions. Such re¬ 
cognition is based on the majority 
commanded by the union. 

The installed capacity of PAL in 
the early Sixties was 7.200 cars and 
7,500 commercial vehicles per annum. 
By utilising the truck capacity for 
production of cars and by investing 
about Rs 3 crures for renovation, 
modernisation and expansion of the 

{ riant, the installed capacity has been 
ncreased and modified to 18,000 cars 
and 6,000 commercial vehicles per 
annum now. This is also recorded 
in the Government's licence. In fact, 
the production of commercial vehicles 
is far below even the adjusted in¬ 
stalled capetcity. All these factors 
Have helped the attainment of higher 
production. To attribute the increas¬ 


ed production to the efforts of work¬ 
men alone, would, therefore, be 
totally incorrect. 

The price of the car has gone up. 
but there has been a phenomenal 
increase in the cost of all inputs. 
This has been further aggravated by 
the steep and multiple levies of 
taxes on the passenger car industry. 
The higher price of the car, there¬ 
fore, does not mean any larger profit 
for the company. In fact, tne entire 
passenger car industry is in dire 
straits solely on account of the un¬ 
economic price restriction by the 
Government for a long time under 
which the manufacturers are being 
compelled to sell cars at prices app¬ 
reciably lower than their ex-works 
costs. Due to these price control; 
the industry has accumulated losses 
of more than Rs 500 lakhs. This is 
the reality, whatever Dr Samant may 
think or believe. 

The allegation that PAL purchases 
components at highly inflated prices 
from ancillary units owned by the 
Directors is totally false and malici¬ 
ous. Several committees appointed 
by the shareholders as well as the 
inspection wing of the Department 
of Company Affairs have gone into 
this issue and have come to the 
conclusion that the facts are just to 
the contrary. Radiators purchased 
from Bharat Radiators are purchased 
at a cheaper price than the price 
charged by other radiator manu¬ 
facturers, and they are also of the 
highest quality. The majority of 
consumers prefer the radiators manu¬ 
factured by Bharat Radiators. 

C, P. Shah, Deputy General Manager 
( Finance) and Secretary. The Premier 
Automobiles Ltd. Bombay. 

What he didn't say 

W E have been rather taken aback 
by the published version of the 
interview your correspondent Nantoo 
Banerjee had with our Bank’s Chair¬ 
man and Managing Director, Mr R. 
C. Shah in "Is your money safe in 
the bank?” (June II). Mr Shah is 
reported to have said that the 
Emergency improved the productivity 
and efficiency of banks. Further, he is 
alleged to have said that much of 
the overtime in banks was necessitat¬ 
ed by the deliberate shirking of 
work by the employees during the 
scheduled hours of work. In fact. 
Mr Shah had said that there was, 
during the Emergency, an artificial 
increase in productivity and efficiency 
due to the atmosphere of apprehen¬ 
sion. He further said that if the 
employees could be self-motivated to 
do additional work, overtime pay¬ 
ments could be reduced. 

Mr Shah is stated to have said 
that the Government had no business 
to tlx targets in respect of priority 
sector advances. It appears that the 
paraphrasing of Mr Shah's comments 
has given rise to misunderstandings. 
This could have been avoided, had 
we seen the interview transcript. 

R. B. Vase, Secretary to Chairman 
and Managing Director, Bank of 
Baroda, Bombay. 
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The woman's 
attitude to sex 


What is the attitude of Indian women to sex ? Do they enjoy sex ? Are they 
particular about being sexually satisfied ? These and other questions are answered 
by Dr GIRIJA KHANNA and Dr. MARIAMMA VARGHESE. (Excerpts from 'Indian 
Women Today', Vikas Publishing House, Rs. 50) 


IITOMEN’S biology, being more intimately linked with 
VV maternal functions, follows a different pattern from 
men regarding sex and sexual satisfaction. She carries her 
biological role more intimately in her physical make-up, 
temperament and moods. She has a definite onset of sexu¬ 
al maturity with menarche and an abrupt decline of her 
biological maternal functions with menopause. The period 
between menarche and menopause consists of over 30 
years and is dominated not only by her sexual urges as 
a human being, but also by her strong maternal instincts 
which often overshadow her sexual instincts. Many wo¬ 
men are happier playing their biological role rather than 
overindulging in sex purely for greater sexual gratifies) 


tion. This is because the effect on sexual behaviour of 
upbringing, tradition and cultural background cannot be 
easily wiped out. They leave deep furrows in the human 
psyche which are difficult to erase. Keeping this in mind 
it would be worth understanding the Indian woman’s atti¬ 
tude to sex. 


SEX KNOWLEDGE 

Over 60% of Indian women have no knowledge 
about sex before they are married. Knowledge about 
sex is closely related to social status and education. Tlie 








better the «otial status, the better Informed a woman is 
on sex matters. While over 58% women of the higher 
strata know about sex. onlv around 14% of women 
belonging to the lower strata know of it. With educ¬ 
tion, Knowledge about sex increases, irrespective of the 
sodo-economic structure. Educated women have greater 
access to sex knowledge through books and other lite¬ 
rature. They are less inhibited and make an effort 1 to 
learn the facts of life. Moral norms change and an 
educated woman feels that the bitter informed, she is 
about such matters “the more progressive she is. 

In some Indian women there is not even a strong 
desire to know about sex. They feel the proper time 
to know about it is after marriage. Some even feel 
indifference and wonder if there is anything worth 
knowing before the wedding night. Most youngsters 
with education are less inhibited. They know about 
sex and are better prepared on such matters before 
marriage. 

Mrs. Nalini Sastri, a lecturer in economics, said a 
woman who is busy with work and leads a normal 
family life has no time For such talk. Sex is a personal 
and intimate matter, and one cannot make it common¬ 
place by discussing it with others. Any woman with a 
certain maturity of mind will not waste her time discus¬ 
sing sex. 

When we consider less educated women in all the 
three different social groups, we find that women from 
the middle and-low socio-economic strata are more 
frank than women in the higher group. Girls with a 
low educational level in the higher economic strata come 
from very conservative families where sex is never 
discussed. 

MIXING WITH MEN 

H OW free is the Indian woman with man? Does the 
conservative .pattern of living, which is dominant 
even in cities, give women the freedom to mix with 
men? Is a woman mentally prepared to shed her 
inhibitions in the company of men? In Ute overall 
interrogation of 1,000 women, nearly half followed a 
middle course. They mixed with men occasionally. 
They said they were uninhibited with men who were 
close family friends or near relatives. They had no 
special interest in mixing with various types of men. It 
was not expected of them nor had they any desire to do 
so. 


Mrs. Chowdhury, who comes from a fairly 
conservative family, said that when her husband $ 
business acquaintances or personal friends come home 
she stays away. Only when very dose friends or near 
relatives come do she and the other women in the house 
join the menfolk in conversation. Even this is a great 
leap forward for Mrs. Chowdhury. In 1 her mothers 
time a woman did not enjoy such freedom. The women 
in the family observed purdah and there was no question 
of women sitting with men and chatting or enjoying a 
joke in their company. Mrs. Chowdhury md not 
observe purdah but always covered her head in front of 
her elders. 


Over 20% of the women stated clearly that they 
never mixed with men. They did not know the 
company of any man other than their husbands, 
brothers, younger brothers-in-law, or fathers. Male 
company is taboo as it was not customary for women to 
mix with men. Women have to be contented with 
female companions, Once a girl attains puberty she 
stops talking and mixing with boys. Even with ctose 
mam family members she has to observe a certain 
decorum and distance. More than 30% however *d 
no problems in mixing with men, whether It was at a 
function, a dinner, or a visit to a Wend. They joined 
. the company of men without reservations. 

Sanctnta,, a second year college student, said that in 



Smita Patti and Nasiruddm Shah in Shyam Benegal’ti 
"Bhumika”. The film is based on the life of a Marathi 
actress in the Forties who had several affairs in her 
quest for security. The results of the authors’ survey 
show that the lifestyle of “Bhumika's" heroine would 
still be considered very shocking. 


her grandmother’s time girls of her age hardly ever 
mixed with boys. She comes from a well-known tradi¬ 
tional Bengali family where, till two generations ago, 
women observed purdah. It was a sign of sophistica¬ 
tion for a woman to keep female company. Now i t Is 
the other way round. Progressive women mix with 
men. In her family a daughter now enjoys as much 
freedom anti liberty as the sons. 

The pattern of mixing with men is closely related 
to the socio-economic status and educational level of a 
woman. The better her status the more at. ease she is 
with men. From over 53% of women in the top cate¬ 
gory who mixed freely with men, the figure drops to 
27% in the middle social strata, and to 14% in the lowest 
strata. 


DISCUSSING SEX WITH HUSBANDS 

Sex is seldom discussed by a woman even with her 
husband. At a higher social level, however, there is no 
taboo and what Is read in books, what is seen 00 the 
screen, or what happens in one's own sex life or that of 
others is often the subject of conversation. 

There is a close relation between the freedom a 
woman feels in discussing sex with her husband and her 
sodo-economic background. The average Indian female 
does not particularly relish discussing sex. Sex is a 
personal habit which she might or might not enjoy. Sh, 
is more interested in knowing about pregnancy and 
childbirth. The very thought or discussing intercourse 
even if it be with the husband, appears new and strange. 

Mrs. Anand expressed her dislike of it thus : "What 
is there to talk about sex? Words do not Increase the 
enjoyment. Its pleasure is spontaneous and it has to 
be treated that way.” Many women said they felt 
embarrassed talking about it with their husbands. Mrs 
Mani was of the opinion that sex is not a subject to be 
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torn to shreds. Many things in sex are just tinder 
stood, not taught or learnt. 

Mrs. Hingorani said that when they were much 
younger, she and her husband sometimes did talk about 
sex but not now, after 15 years of marriage. 

Mrs. Kamal Kaur a middle aged Punjabi woman put 
it aptly : “For me and my husband sex is for pleasure, 
not for talking." 

Kanti Ma, a domestic servant, gave a loud laugh 
when asked whether she spoke to her husband about 
what gave her enjoyment or him pleasure. “What is 
there to say?" She said, “Only fools would waste their 
tiipe talking about what others do in bed and what one 
does oneself." 

Rani Bai appeared hurt when she was asked 
• > - t- - ’ng together with her 


husband. “We may be poor but we are not vulgar," 
she said. “We talk about the children, the money, need 
to buy the ration, or the meal to be cooked, but sleeping 
together We never discuss." 

Younger women, especially the educated, said that 
they were absolutely free with their.husband* and dis¬ 
cussed sex wjthout any embarrassment. Mrs. Dey, a 
young bride said; “My husband asks me after inter¬ 
course whether I felt an orgasm. He has even asked 
me to describe what 1 feel 1 make sure that he enjoys 
what happens to me by talking to him freely.” Vimi 
admitted her ignorance : “My husband does most of the 
sex talking. I just listen. After all he reads more 
than me." 

The great majority go through the sex experience 
spontaneously. They do not analyse the experience. 
Sex is something to fie enjoyed, not a subject for acade- 




What they do in the wild West 


TfHE Western woman is no femme fatale. Nor, on 
a the other hand, is she a vestal virgin who 
shrinks and blushes every time a presumptuous male 
makes a pass at her. Apart from a difference in 
akin pigmentation, the only other distinction Between 
the western woman and her counterpart of the 
opposite Hemisphere is a much more lusty and 
straightforward attitude towards the grand old insti¬ 
tution of sex. What might be condemned as immo¬ 
rality on the part of a woman in Eastern society 
would pass off in the West as an everyday occur¬ 
rence. 

A leading British daily conducted a survey ear¬ 
lier this year on the sexual whims of girls in the 



"ll'i tell ltd, Ihtn .. ■ 

Wt can htil iirtT on* vt ble *»#, ncrfi 
you fdnV Ml lM pnuj-aueH hint ) 1 Thomson and 
lean t ball that imdrt-asMd 
BUI tredtrukl,” 


school-going age braoket. While some stated cate¬ 
gorically on which date they would allow their 
escorts to bed them, others displayed ingenuity in 
their bait for males. One particular girl announced 
that she spent a small fortune every Saturday to 
have her hair permed and lacquered. Thus prepared, 
she would dress so as to attract maximum attention 
and then go sit in a pub. If' she happened to see 
a men whom she thought good-looking, she would 
smile invitingly at him in the hope that he would 
ask her out. 

Certainly the biggest fillip to the sex boom came 
in the form of the Pill, coupled with the anything- 
goes spirit that took such deep root in the West in 
. the Sixties. Free sex became more practised than 
; talked-about. Women burnt their bras and stepped 
out brazenly on the march to sexual equality — a 
quest perhaps typified by the ambiguous slogan : 
‘'Women deserve the top position”. Campus sex be¬ 
came something dangerously more than a cliche and 


at least one American university experimented with 
the idea of co-ed dorms. 

In another survey conducted among Western 
women, it was found that the majority found the 
prospect of a permanent double date most appeal¬ 
ing though they admitted that such a situation would 
not work out smoothly. Another section of women 
decreed that they would each prefer to live with a 
number of men. Some had no fixed number in mind 
while others thought two men would be ideal. There 
were some adventurers who had no objections to 
living with three or four men—the only stipulation in 
such a case was that the men wouid have to possess 
totally different personalities. These women agreed on 
one thing, however—that the men concerned would 
have to be normal; homosexuals were rejected out¬ 
right as prospective lovers. 

A common enough situation is that of a man and 
woman living together under a mutual agreement 
whereby both of them are free to take temporary 
diversions with others. Such sexual norms are 
agreed to by both partners whereby they are 
free to move in with others who take their fancy. 
In the words of one woman who is quite content 
with this arrangement; “Sometimes a few weeks 
go by, neither of us sees anybody else. Other times, 
we’re barely ever home, so active are our loye 
affairs.” 

The introduction in the West of street-corner 
sex shops services the curiosity of even a casual 
observer. These places do not, however, sell raw 
sex as such. They provide literature on the subject, 
as well as intriguing contrivances guaranteed to 
enhance the pleasure of the sex act. Such institu¬ 
tions are not the exclusive domain of males. Chris¬ 
tine’s Sex Shop in Amsterdam is, as the name im- 

{ •lies, the brainchild of a very liberated — and high¬ 
s' successful — twentieth century Western woman. 

Another innovation is the Swingers’ Club which 
is peculiar to the USA. A clandestine business till 
very recently, it is now a booming trade where 
members go around divested of ail clothing and have 
the option of sex in lockers, in a special orgy room, 
or even In swimming pools. A single woman pays 
$10 to enter but unattached males are not allowed 
under any circumstances. It speaks volumes for the 
attitude of Western women to such sexual experimen¬ 
tation that they deign to venture alone into such 
places. 

DAVID McMAHON 










gprtTUDE TO SEX 

Every woman accepts sex and over 30% have a 
healthy attitude towards it and enjoy it thoroughly. Sex 
and its enjoyment are a part of growing up from girlhood 
to maturity and motherhood. The less sophisticated the 
female, the more unquestioning she is about sex. Her 
responsiveness is determined by the demands of the 
mam and there is usually a synchronisation between the 
two. 

With the educational level improving there has been 
a sudden change in women’s attitude to sex. The modern 
female is becoming incre asingly conscious of her expecta¬ 
tions and fixes a standard to be achieved. The natural 
urge is replaced by certain fixed ideas she may develop 
about what ‘she wants from sex, 

m When Sbarada, a mother of four, was asked how she 
revealed to her husband her inclination for sex, she 
laughed and related an episode. “One afternoon 1 was 
• eading a Hindi novel and suddenly felt very excited. I 
took the book and went to my husband and showed him 
the page. He smiled and understood me.” When we 


dreaded another pregnancy as her health was very poor 
and her husband’s income as a peon was insufficient to 
run the household. In such cases the struggle to exist 
takes priority. Sex becomes a matter of routine about 
which the woman has verv little choice. 


‘I am more interested in sex than my 
husband. My husband does not fully 
satisfy me. But I am not the type who will 
go around looking for fun. I know he 
loves me very much though he is not able 
to satisfy me.’ 


Joythirshrec, a midwife, had no interest m sex for 
other reasons. She was sterilised so she did not fear 
pregnancy but with two grown up girls and a job she 
had many other things to preoccupy her mind She has 
occasional sex with her husband, purely to oblige him. 

Among educated females, those with a college level 



asked what happened, Sharada blushed and replied 
“What bad to happen happened. By husband took the 
hint and walked with me to the bedroom “ 

&*«When women of the lowest educational level say they 
not at all interested in sex, it reveals their passive 
approach to such a relationship. When they were asked 


‘We may be poor, but we are not vulgar. 
We talk about the children, need to buy 
the ration, of the meal to be cooked, but 
sleeping together we never discuss.’ 


whether they showed any desue to sleep with their 
usband, nearly 42% said they had no special desire, 
gainst 10% of the educated women who said they were 
[different to sex. Hie unlettered, simple woman gives 
what the man asks or wants. It is not for her to 
consider her own desires. It is her husband’s need 
which must be fulfilled. As most women with less than 
primary school education come from the lower classes, 
their preoccupation with domestic chores engulfs them. 
They have no servants to help them* They are in 
monetary distress and most of the time in, or just out 
of, pregnancy. For these women belonging to the lowei 
strata of society who have no idea about family planning 
methods, sex means another pregnancy ana delivery 
This fear of repeated childbirth removes most of the 
inarm Of sex. Poor health is another major factor which 
decreases a woman’s interest in sex. 
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Kaushalya, a Bengali mother of six though hardly m 
her thirties, said the was least interested in sex. She 
' husband because he wanted it. She 


education are most interested in sex and its various 
ramifications. They are aware that sex is as much a 
woman's concern as a man’s. Among women with 
college level education, nearly 43% declared that they 
were interested in it. The educated woman is a Me to 
enjoy intercourse as much as her husband. When there 
is greater communication between man and wife and 
more understanding, interest in sex grows. The woman 
is less scared of unwanted pregnancies as she is better 
informed about family planning methods. And the woman 
who comes from a more enlightened strata of society 
has more leisure for enjoying a full sex life. 

We observed that there was a drop in the professional 
woman’s desire for sex. Preoccupation with professional 
interests, outside jobs, domestic responsibilities, and 
often a lack of time sap her energy. Non-professional 
educated women are more, likely to be carried away by 
romantic motions created by advertisements, women’s 
magazines and modern fiction. There is an adite 
desire in snch women to live up to the sex ideals 
created in the West, and they search for something 
which is always elusive 

The average illiterate female does not display any 
such interest, for her sexual behaviour is something as 
natural as eating or suckling an infant. When her 
husband needs her, she is aroused. She gives in. 
Sometimes she enjoys it and sometimes she does not. 
But she does not stop to think about sex. 

The educated woman’s attitude to sex changes 
because of her intellectual involvement and her desire to 
get more and more out of the act. Sex, she feels, is not 
a routine but something from which she and her partner 
can derive great joy by greater understanding and better 
methods. With education, sex thus becomes a volitional 
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vijai SUPER 
Super on all counts. 


Performance 


Designed to internal ional Jy jgjvWt*?? 

apeclfications, the Vijai Super ha* ngif*' _ 
found wide acceptance in the eg*. - - 

U.K., U.S-A.. Italy and many 
other technologically advanced 

The reason ? An obsession for /' 

quality and perfection at every stag JBBSWWlMp I 

of manufacture. Every Vijai Super 
is subiected to as many as 1000 

quality control tests before it |B 

leaves the factory. So what you get is ^ 

A maximum performance scooter with a technologically 
superior engine. 


Safety 


KJflJJSjr Unlike most scooters, the 

feSjryW Super's engine is centrally 

L* > iB aligned for better balance. 

|ViB Also the scooter's body is 

composed of a single piece 
tubular (rams for batter 
resistance to impact--plus 
superior quality horn, headlight 
^^^Band brakes add up to make Vijai Super 
A scooter designed for maximum safety. 


Mileage Jgm* 

Considering the rising cost of fuel, 
you buy a scooter to serve as an 
economical and efficient mods of 
transport-good on spaed, low 

Therefore, apart from scoring high 
on performance and safety, 

» Vijai Super is also b 

. Maximum mileage scooter—46 km. to a litre. 

Other features 


Super Stability 
Super New Magneto 

Super Pickup 
Super Comfort 
Super Fuel Economy 


— For maximum safety. 

— Ensure* an unmatched performance of 
headlights and hprn. 

— 0 to 60 kmph in 12.6 second*. 

— A foot-rest and vertical stepney. 

— Takes you 46 kms. on a litre of petrol. 


Vijai Super-Really Super! 


Scooters India Limited 

(A Government of India Enterprise) Lucknow 
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Mt fetog at maximum enjoyment. It is important that 
ewy educated woman realise* that It is not toe quantity 
•ax pat matters but the richness of the experience. 



iONG Indian women, interest in sex decreases with 
- age. Most men and women after some years of 
marriage gradually come to a convenient understanding. 
With the early romanticyeaft of marriage recsdlag ana 
newer responsibilities ana concerns coming into life, the 
two subconsciously assign a secondary place to sex. It 
often happens that if the roan and woman are of a 
religious temperament, the process of giving precedence 
to other family obligations becomes relatively easy. 


of her happiness in marriage. However, only the mode¬ 
rately interested get the most out or marriage. When a 
woman displays excessive libido her marital life becomes 
less happy than in the case of a woman who is mode¬ 
rately interested. 

Mrs. Jagadesh’s case is a typical instance. She felt 
she was very sexy and passionate unlike her husband 
Who was matter-of-fact and reserved. She said she was 
fed up of being the active partner for the last 10 years 
of her married life. She was convinced that her warm 
character in contrast to her husband’s reserve in sex 
matters was the cause of marital tension in her life. 


Ffom 38% in the 15-24. age bracket, the percentage 
of women showing interest in sex drops to 8% in women 
over 45 years. The Indian woman passes through the 
various stages of life from menarche to marriage, 
motherhood to menopause with few emotional upheavals, 
as her obligations as mother frequently override other 
considerations. She matures gracefully after marriage. 
Her concern for her family and children often gets 
priority even over her sex Mfe. With an increase in age 
a woman’s expectation changes, and enthusiasm for sex 
decreases. 1 


Mrs Sud indicated how during the first few years of 
marriage sex was very much a part of her life. Practi¬ 
cally every other day or sometimes daily she bad im 
tercourse with her husband. He was the passionate type 
and could never get a good night’s sleep unless he had 
nad sex. Now, sometimes even weeks pass Without sex 
and she does not seem to miss it so much. Very often, 
due to heavy pressure of work, her husband is too tired 
£ a "y advances to her at night. She too has more 

i wor u kl w,t £ four Bowing children, which 
completely exhausts her. 


It is, however, interesting to note that at all age levels 
half the women remain Interested in sex. In the youngest 
age bracket the majority are always interested in sex. 
rhus we see that, unlike her western counterpart, who 
is often neurotic about sex, the Indian woman takes a 
more sober attitude. 


SEX AND OCCUPATIONAL STATUS 

The woman who takes up employment is more 
progressive She takes an active interest in all her 
personal achievements including sex. She gets greater 
opportunities for meeting men than a housewife. She 
is more exposed to sex magazines, literature and tin- 
inhibited conversations. However Indian women rarely 
display overt interest in sex. 


Mrs. Bose, a sprightly young lady in her early 
twenties, also had a similar grudge against her husband. 
“I am more interested in sex than my husband. Most of 


‘I have never enjoyed it with my husband 
because he likes to have sex only after a 
drink and 1 cannot stand the smell of 
alcohol. I have obliged my husband mecha¬ 
nically for the last six years without getting 
any pleasure.’ 


the time he is tired or loo concerned about his office 

g roblems. In fact my husband does not fully satisfy me. 

ut I am not toe type who will go around looking for 
fun. I know he loves me very much though he is not 
able to satisfy me.” 

Sex is one of the many factors contributing to 
marital happiness, and even those women who are not 
fully satisfied realise this. In this the Indian woman 
shows an unusual maturity of character which allows her 
to consider the other values of life as well- Mrs Amrit 
explained how her values in life had changed out of 
necessity. ”1 used to be interested in sex but not any 
more. I have learnt to take an Interest in many other 
things and find happiness in them. My husband gives 
me everything, except sex. About five years ago he lost 
Ms sexual strength. It may be related to the fact that 
he is a diabetic. Though I have not enjoyed sex for toe 
last five years, I would say my married life is happy. We 
are building a small flat He is extremely nice and 
obliging to me and my daughters. We go once in two 
y ttfira to Punjab to visit my parents. And when time 
permits, I do a bit of sewing and knitting for others. 1 
do not think I am an unhappy person because I do not 
nave any sex. After all, don’t I have the love of my 
husband and children?” 


When considering a lack of interest in sex it was 
surprising to find that many more working women show¬ 
ed a lack of interest in ■sex than housewives. While only 
19% housewives were not interested in sex, 27% work¬ 
ing women said they were not interested’in it at all. 

If the working woman has met with a serious dis¬ 
appointment in love her attitude to sex becomes coloured 
by it. Madhumati, who was working as a secretary, 
developed a strong dislike to sex because she had loved 
and lost. “'Love and sex are .the greatest obstacles a girl 
has to overcome when working because men are always 
eager to exploit working gtrls,. I have come to hate men 
and sex because of my own experiences.” Housewives 
are more balanced in their attitude as over half of them 
fit into the in;between category of being moderate!' - 
interested in sex. * 

SEX AND MARRIED LIFE 

Though marital happiness is related to the interest a 
wife shows in sex, it is worth noting that over 46% of 
•" Who .are-, hafipy ip marriage ate .only neutral. ' as 
far te tlteir sMt interest is. concerned. Another 13% of 
woaacn who have no interest are also happy, in marriage 

-.’to woman, interest in aex U * true index 


This strength of character is something unique in 
Indian women. They have a tremendous capacity for 
overlooking personal problems in the interest of others. 
This is something which they do, not as an obligation, but 
as an inner conviction that is part of their mental 
make-up. 

F OR an Indian couple sexual closeness is not the only 
or the strongest factor in a marriage partnership, 
Though it plays a ve{y vital role in maintaining the 
charm of the early years of marriage, it unobtrusively 
takes a less important place as more and more respon¬ 
sibilities enter married life. The concept of excessive 
sexual indulgence as an index of marital harmony is 
not accepted by most Indian couples. Romantic love, 
which dominates the concept of male-female relation¬ 
ships, especially in the West, is often subordinated to 
other considerations amoftg Indian couples. 

As age Increases, the frequency of sex for toe 
Indian female diminishes.. From over 70% of women 
in the age bracket 1S-24 years who have intercourse 
three to five or more times a week, the precentag*- 
drops to about 47% in the 25-34 age bracket, to 20% 
in the 35-44 age group, and to a low 2% in women 
above 45 years of age. Sexual frequency is directly 
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related to ut bl th® case of moat Indian women 
Around 80% women lave frequent sexual intercourse. 

In spite of the sexual restraint which comes with 
-the increase in years more then one-third of women 
over 45 years have sex from once a week to twice a 
month. Over 60% of even the elderly have sex 
occasionally, though sexual frequency decreases with age 
and u the marriage advances. 

Mrs Maffick laughed when she recalled that during 
the first few years of marriage she and her husband 
had coitus practically every day. Now it Is different. 
Though their love for each other has grown. Interest 
in sex had dwindled. She could attribute this only to 
the numerous responsibilities that had come into their 
lives plus the fact that they were both growing older. 

The decrease in sexual frequency as a marriage 
accumulates years is often accessed in a natural way. 
Mrs Puri put it jokingly: “When the children are as 
tall as we are, how can it be possible to have sex 
every other day ? We would be mad to think of it” 
Mrs Sandhi, mother of four, said that sile went to her 
husband at least 10 days in a month as otherwise her 
husband became very irritable and shouted at people. 
However, irrespective of the decrease in desire with 
the advancement of age which women usually experi¬ 
ence, they normally adopt a pattern of sexual frequency 
which suits the husband’s likes and temperament 

Housewives have sex more frequently than work¬ 
ing women. Preoccupation with work fives the work¬ 
ing woman less time for the demands of marriage. 
The work itself, commuting to and fro, and the lack of 
domestic help physically and mentally tires a working 
woman, and she is often left with no energy for sex. 

Mrs Narasimhan works as a clerk in the railways. 
She explained her problem. “It so happens that half of 
the days in the week my husband is tired and exhaus¬ 
ted. When he is in the mood I am too tired and fagged 
out So days pass*without our having slept together. 
We only blame the complicated life which we all have 
to live. ’ Some working women are too independent 
in thought and action to give in easily to their hus¬ 
bands’ wishes. The housewife who is completely 
dependent on her husband economically is liable to 
comply more readily with her husband’s wishes. This 
brings a big change in routine sex life. 

For the housewife, sex enjoyment becomes an Im¬ 
portant diversion and she looks forward to a night 
with her husband. She accepts sex in marriage as an 
integral part of the partnership without , questioning. 
A working woman, who playa a multifarious rue, has 
to adjust her married life to her other interests and 
diversions. 

In some cases, external factors prevent a normal sexual 
relationship between husband and wife. Some women 
mentioned that due to lack of privacy they seldom had 
sex with their husbands, more so in a joint family with 
insufficient accommodation or where the woman was fre¬ 
quently separated from her husband due to his being 
away on work. In such cases sexual frequency was in¬ 
frequent in even a young couple. Kanaka, though 
married for over a year, said she could not have inter¬ 
course with her husband more often than once a week 
because he felt that frequent sex was debilitating. Mata’s 
problem was different though not unusual. Married six 
»«tha ago she had intercourse with her husband 
only e dozen times. Her mother-in-law thought her son 
Was too young to be a father and she did not allow Mala 
to share a bedroom with her husband. 


the fear of pregnancy for many illiterate couples re¬ 
moves the charm of sex, and they deliberately abstain 
to avoid pregnancy, Sam conservative men and women 
practise sex control as a part of religious discipline. 
There am certain days in the week or in the month 
when they do not induce in it. 


There are also certain unusual situations where a 
woman rarely has sex with her husband because she 
has to share her husband with another woman. Asha 
Gupta's is such a case. Her husband married her be¬ 
cause his first wife could not bear a son. Asha narrated 
her‘story, “fihabiji and I are friends. We live under 
the same roof with one husband. We even have fun at 
night deciding whose turn it is to go to his bedroom. 

I usually sleep about 10 times a month with my hus* 
band.” There were other instances also of women shar¬ 
ing their husbands with another wife. 

SEXUAL SATISFACTION 

Most Indian women are satisfied with Sex—36% 
always and 58% sometimes. It is also interesting to 
note that 38% of the women who do not find satisfaction 
continue their marriages although adjustment is made 
more difficult on that account. Unlike their Western 
counterparts who make a great issue of it, 25% of those 
who never get sexual satisfaction do manage to adjust 
easily. This speaks a lot for the Indian woman’s healthy 
attitude to sex. However, now with greater freedom, 
opportunities, physical comforts and privacy, marital 
adjustment is becoming more difficult. 

We found a definite correlation between marital ad¬ 
justment and sexual satisfaction. Though there are 
numerous other factors which influence adjustment, a 
happy sexual partnership forms the basis for a happy 
marriage. 

Mrs Pinki Lai complained, "My husband does not even 
bother to find out whether I am satisfied. He cares only 
for his own needs. How can 1 be happy in marriage 
when from the very first week my husband showed no 
consideration for my needs. When he wants it, I have 
to give in. If he does not, I will just have to go to bed 
and sleep.” Usually women are satisfied with whatever 
they get. They feel that sexual satisfaction is a man’s 
prerogative. It is their duty to give in to their husbands’ 
pleasures, whims and fancies. 

Mrs Banerjee is unhappy in marriage because she 
hardly gets sexual satisfaction and this has caused ten¬ 
sion. She said : “My husband enjoys oral sex because 
he is not satisfied in the normal way, and I give in to 
him with disgust This has stood in the way of compa¬ 
tibility in marriage." 

Mrs Jha could never adjust to her marriage because 
of her dislike of sex “I have never enjoyed It with my 
husband because he likes to have sex only after a drink 
and I cannot even stand the smell of alcohol I have 
obliged my husband mechanically for the last six years 
without getting any pleasure.” Though some women‘go 
through the semblance of sex with their husbands, such 
women can be deeply hurt when then the man compels 
her without regard to her needs. Bakul’s story was a 
typical one. “How can I enjoy myself with my husband? I 
know he comes to me only when he has no other alter¬ 
native. He keeps a woman much older than me and 
goes to her regularly. When he is broke and has no 
money, he comes to me. I hate to steep with him. I 
have never known any happiness in marriage.” 

Some women, even if their sexual relationships are not 
satisfactory, compromise and find the other kinds of 
happiness mat come with marriage. Some exceptional 
women efface their personality so completely that they 
think only of their husbands. Mrs Bajaj was one such. 
She remarked : “I feel most happy when he is satisfied.” 
Such women, who have completely renounced their 
feelings and think only of their husbands can be happy 
in marriage in spite of not enjoying sex in the usual 
sense of the term. To re com.™** 
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Miss Universe 


E VERY flight was crammed to capacity and an estimated 50,000 
visitors were accommodated in Acapulco’s hotels during the Miss 
Universe competition held recently in that city. The contest lasted, a 
full month, longer than any others held previously. During the actual 
judging, all preferences seemed to point out Judi Anderson of the USA 
as the potential winner. Miss Anderson, 20, a blonde, blue-*K«I model 
hailing from Honolulu, certainly caught the eyes of the judges during 
the preliminary rounds but evjsntually last out to Miss South Africa. The 
surprise winner was 18-year-old Margaret Gardiner, a statuesque brunette 
who is 5'lO i j” tall and whose vital statistics are 38-28-38. Mas Gardiner 
told the 4 JOO-strong audience that she likes. writing poetry and that she 
admires surgeon Christian Barnard. The final was televised on an inter¬ 
national network to approximately 600 million viewers. Miss Gardiner won, 
in addition to the title and accompanying adulation, a total of $ 10,000. 
Her runners-up were Miss Anderson (USA), Guillermma Ruiz (Spain), 
Shirley Saeru (Colombia) and Cecilia Rodhe (Sweden), in addition to 
her cash prize. Miss Gardiner also stands to gain art additional $40fi0ti 
and is obligated to a year’s programme of personal appearances through¬ 
out the world. Perhaps the only feature that marred the whole event 
was the bickering an the part of the organisers and complaints among 
the contestants themselves that they were being badly treated by the 
Mexican Press. Miss Peru was accused of having been married and 
being the mother of a baby —a report which both she and the organisers 
denied. Miss Argentina was also quoted as having said that she was 
going to seek political asylum in Mexico but this report was also denied. 




From left to right: Andrea Leslie 
Eng (Miss Canada). Seija Pcakkola 
(Miss Finland) and Billurl Luttiye 
Bingol (Miss Turkey ) at the rational 
costume competition in the contest. 








Harold ( 
awards t 
MathH ot 


president of the Miss Universe inc 
»a mka.Jor th# b«t national dress to 


wun Sod o( Seoul, cs the winner of Blinky Bill was the envy of every male, when Miss 
m India wow on. Costa Rica rubbed cheeks with Mm. 
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The best protection 

today weighs 
just a few grammes. 

Accident. It could happen anywhere. In your 
own home, on the street.. .So how do you protect yourself? 
Certainly not with the armour of yesteryear. But with effective, 
lightweight equipment: Personal Accident Insurance. To take 
care of hospital bills, loss of income while you recover, or 
lump-sum payment in case of permanent total disability. 

So takeout a Personal Accident Insurance policy 
right away. It is the type of protection you need. 

You could also go in for general insurance cover 
against fire, theft... almost any unforeseen calamity. General 
insurance costs very little, yet offers you ready protection in 
your hour of need. 


Contact any offica of 

• NATIONAL INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

• THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO. LTD. 

• THE ORIENTAL EIRE & GENERAL INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

• THE UNITED INDIA FIRE & GENERAL 
INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

Subsidiatias of 


< 2 > 



(jteri&cal 3n.sucan.cg 
Corporation. 
of 3a6tq 


GENERAL INSURANCE- 
the one certainty 
in an uncertain world 






Today Bom bay, tomorrow Delhi? 


Is the alliance of the Janata Party and a sec- 
tion of the Congressmen in Maharashtra a 
forerunner of the line*up at the Centre? 
OLGA TELLIS, reporting from Bombay, put 
this question to the partners of Mr. Shared 
Pawar's Ministry. 


*</^OOD grief”, as Charlie Brown in SUNDAY’* cartoon 
Vr strip would have said, what was all this toppling 
about? One day there is the Congress-Congress (I) coa¬ 
lition and the next day it is replaced by the Progressive 
Democratic Front (PDF) Government consisting of a 
coalition of a group of the Congress, the Janata and the 
Peasants and Workers Party. The Marxists stayed out in 
deference to the wishes of their politbureau. 

Will this be the shape of things to come? Will this 
be the pattern of Government at the Centre too? “No,” 
says Mr S. M. Joshi, the doyen of the Janata Party in 
Maharashtra. “The events in Maharashtra are peculiar 
to Maharashtra alone. Social forces here were ripe for 
such a happening,” explained Mr Joshi. “The change of 
Government here is the starting of a new process, a new 


departure from the old system. For the first time non- 
Brahmins and non-Marathas arc asserting themselves. 
The aspirations and urges of the Mahars, Telis, Malis, 
etc. are making themselves felt. For example, when we 
were fighting for our freedom, our limited aim was to 
throw out. the British. Later certain types of people 
took a big share of the Government. So first we had 
the Brahmin domination, then came the non-Brahmin, 
Maratha domination and finally this change thpt has 
occured has seen the rise of the non-Brahmins and non- 
Marathas. The reason why this social transformation 
cannot take place in the Centre is because the situation 
in the North is not ripe for it. There, the situation is 
the same as was in the Maharashtra of the Twenties and 
early Thirties when there were serious class tensions. It 
has still to evolve in the North. That’s wbv change will 
not come there so soon. Maharashtra will, of course, 
set the trend for a new configuration of social forces. 
The aspirations one witnessed in the change over are 
not merely for a change in the Government but for a : 
complete social transformation, a change in the prevail¬ 
ing social conditions and social structure. The teeth of 
exploitation should be knocked out.” 

“People ask us,” he continued, “why we want to 
cooperate with the Congress. I would like to go back 
to the time for the Assembly elections early this year 
when I was keen to have an alliance with the Peasants : 
and Workers Party (PWP). I insisted that we should 
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Portrait of a shy Maratha 


r FHE emergence of Mr Sharad Powar on the poli- 
I tical scene is part of the new breeze blowing 
over the Sahyadris and scattering seeds of change 
over the State which has been m the stranglehold 
of Congress bossism ever since its formation fn 1960. 
Though Pawar, a six-footer, shy and winsome, is a 
Congressman and insists that he is still one despite 
his expulsion, he is not from the common mould of 
the traditional Congress leadership. The traditional 
bosses came from the executive of the zilla pari- 
shad or the district cooperative banks, the sugar 
cooperatives and other such power centres fostered 
by the Party over the years to maintain its strangle¬ 
hold. 

Pawar was nurtured in the Congress youth move¬ 
ment in the State and under the mantle of Mr Y. 
B. Chavan who considered him his “Manas Patra". 
He comes from >a family that has its roots deep in 
the Left-wing Peasants’ and Workers’ Party. His father 
was in the Party and his brother Vasant, a lawyer, 
is a functionary in the PWP. His mother, Shardabai, 
who died two years ago, was a very dynamic lady 
and has had a deep and abiding influence on ber six 
children. She was the first lady corporator in the 
Baramati Municipal Corporation and a PWP acti¬ 
vist. Brought up in an atmosphere of political con¬ 
sciousness. Pawar couldn’t but react to his surroun¬ 
dings and Baramati, his home town, provided the 
surrealistic scenario where he could translate into 
practice the ideas he was exposed to. As one of his 
close friends said : “As a political worker, he insists 
on trying out political theorfes in the fields.” 

Baramati, which is also his constituency, has 44 
villages of which 20 enjoy the benefits of the river 
Nirak and 24 are in the rain shadow belt and, there¬ 
fore, drought-prone. Tt's a strange contrast between 
haves and have-nots. The 20 villages have lush irri¬ 
gated lands growing money-spinning sugarcane and 
flaunting picturesque; sprawling vineyards that bring 
in tax-free wealth. The end product of nature’s 
bounty are the rich farmers who are so conscious of 
their wealth, and the status that comes with it, that 
they will never give their daughters in marriage to 


the sons of the families in the 24 drought-prone 
villages. Their children go to the best convent 
schools in nearby Panchgani and Bombay and they 
themselves live in posh bungalows designed by tbe 
best architects that money can command. 

Out of political exigency, to some extent arising 
from the need to have a political base and out of 
a commitment to the downtrodden Pawar took upon 
himself the challenge of changing the fortunes of 
the people in the 24 poor villages. The immediate 
need was to provide these villages with 200 percola¬ 
tion tanks with about 100 acres brought under each. 
It was a well organised effort with the help of for¬ 
eign trusts, two Christian missionaries and a group 
of devoted workers from small agricultural families. 
He founded a trust which advanced loans for dig¬ 
ging wells and at the same time entered into arran¬ 
gements with sugar factories which would buy the 
crop that grew in these areas. Thus a link was for¬ 
ged between the credit and marketing agencies. 
Pawar also floated the Vidy'a Foundation, an edu¬ 
cational trust. It got donations in the form of land 
instead of money and from the cash crops grown on 
this land got an income of Rs 2 to Rs 3 lakhs annu¬ 
ally. 

All this made him very popular with the result 
that even the former Chief Minister’s wife, Shalinitai 
Patil, who is said to have engineered the defeat 
of many a Congressman whom she saw as a threat 
to her husband's continuance as Chief Minister, could 
not get Mr Pawar out of the way. It is said that 
she started two of her Jijamata hospitals on the out¬ 
skirts of Baramati but was unable to erase the 
goodwill built up by Pawar through his own work in 
the area. 

P WAR’S first contact with the Congress was in 
1963 and his rise was meteoric. In 1967, at the 
age of 27, he contested his first election from the 
Baramati Assembly constituency and won by a thum¬ 
ping majority. His main rival was Shambajirao Ka- 
kade who belongs to the family who are traditional 
rivals of the Pawars. The Kakade family Is one of 



Sharad Pawar with some of the other Congress leaders who joined the PDF; Will then dare 
to take on the haves? 





the 92 Maratha families who form the Maratha 
royalty. It 1$ a family of “Sahukars” while the 
Pawar family falls in the small farmer category. In 
fact Mr Vasantdada Patii and his group tried to play 
on this rivalry when they floated the story that Mr 
Kakade, who is a Janata MP, would walk out of the 
Janata if the Janata bad any truck with, Pawar’s 
group. But nothing of the sort happened. 


be liberal and give them a fair number of seats. Had 
some of my colleagues listened to me, we would have 
been returned to power with a fair majority and there 
would have been no Congress-Congress (I) coalition. 
Some of my colleagues didn't 1 understand the configura¬ 
tion of social forces in the country. The choice before 
us last month when the Government was collapsing was 
either to support or cooperate in a coalition Ministry. 
President’s rule was not acceptable to either of the 
Parties. We didn’t want the totalitarian forces to stren- 


Pawar was made the secretary of the Maha¬ 
rashtra Pradesh Congress Committee in which capa¬ 
city his influence and contacts spread over the State. 
He had the immediate respect and confidence of the 
people because he was known as the trusted lieute¬ 
nant of Mr Y. B. Chavan. And in the Sixties and 
early Seventies Yeshwant Rao Chavan was the un¬ 
disputed “King” of Maharashtra; many even spoke 
of him/ tongue-in-the-cheek, as Shivajl the second. 
Pawar's first major challenge came when he orga¬ 
nised the 1972 elections, which of course wasn’t all 
that difficult with the Indira wave blowing all over 
the country. After the Congress came to power, he 
was made the Home Minister “under the Chief Mini¬ 
stership of Mr Vasantrao P. Naik. 

Later, as Agriculture Minister under Mr Shan- 
karrao B. Chavan he was inspired enough by the 
latter’s sincerity to be able to fake Maharashtra 
from a State deficit in foodgrains to self-sufficiency. 
However, it must be said that Mr Pawar enjoyed 
being in the limelight, always basking in the glory 
of Mr Y. B. Chavan. With the. waning fortunes of 
Mr Chavan in Maharashra, Mr Pawar was virtually 
side-lined. 

He showed his fighting spirit only after the 
recent Assembly elections and the formation of the 
Congress-Congress (I) coalition Ministry. His position 
was challenged by Mr Vasantdada Patii who wanted 
all his would-be competitors out of the field. Mr 
Pawar had the yohth on his side and they were his 
stormtroopers whenever he needed to show his 
strength. 

On the whole. Pawar manages to keep a low 
profile and the dynamism he showed in cutting the 
umbilical cord that bound him to Mr. Chavan, rarelv 
shows through his starchy kbadi-clad simplicity. All 
the 6ame, he has successfully embodied the impa¬ 
tience of youth, its frustrations and disillusionment 
with the corruption that grew and flourished under 
Chief Ministers like Messrs V. P. Naik and Vasant¬ 
dada Patii. So corrupt was the image of Mr 
Patil’s 1977 Ministry that everyone jocularly called it 
“Ali Oada and the forty thieves”. It was a 40- 
member Ministry, Mr. Pawar included. 

Mr. Pawar’s twin challenge will be to provide a 
clean Government and to liquidate the challenge 
offered by the power centres that have hitherto 
manipulated the administrative machinery to serve 
the interests of the commerdal-industria 1-kulak class. 
The winds of change are blowing in favour of an 
assault on this parasitical class and Mr. Sharad 
Pawar’s sincerity towards the have-nots will he tested 
on whether he chooses the soft option of pleasing 
both, the haves and the have-nots to the ultimate 
advantage of the haves, or whether be will serve the 
Interests of the have-nots at the cost of the haves. 
Undoubtedly, he will be pushed into making this 
choice because a strong section of the Janata Party 
and the PWP, which Constitute his Progressive 
Democratic Front Government, have already 
announced their intention to make the State -‘riminls- 
tration more responsive to the 60% of the State's 
population that lives below the poverty line. Mr. 
Pawar can ignore this only at the cost of sharpening 
the Inherent class differences that characterise the 


gthen and in life yon have to choose the lesser evil.” 

The fall of the Congress coalition has its own poli¬ 
tical advantage. “We have made a dent into the South 
that Mrs Gandhi has always claimed as her exclusive 
preserve. Maharashtra is a bridge between the North 
and the South and we have now crossed this bridge. To 
that extent we have curtailed the sway of Mrs Gandhi,' 
Mr Joshi added. 

Mr Nihal Ahmed, one of the Ministers of the Pro¬ 
gressive Democratic Front Government, is in agreement 
that this change is not a forerunner of political develop 
ments and change at the Centre. The Congress Party, as 
a Party, can never be a partner of the Janata. It has 
neither a line nor a definite programme. From the 
beginning it has been a patchwork Party and it still Is a 
Party of subedars and has no national leader which 
could give it a definite image. 

The change could come only in Maharashtra because 
the situation was ripe for it, Mr Ahmed said. *in 
Andhra and Karnataka, for instance, even if there was a 
desire on behalf of Congress (I) leaders to take a stand 
independent of Mrs Gandhi, they would not be able to 
cause any imbalance because the Party is too strong 
there." 

The PWP Minister in the PDF Government, Mr G. 
A. Deshmukh, is the softspoken theoretician of the PWP 
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and belong to the shepherd community. H« sees the 
change or Government and Us Party’s alignment with 
the Janata as the end of the politics of corruption foste¬ 
red by the Congress Party. He feels me change of 
Government will be the starting point for tackling the 
Drobfems of exploitation, corruption and Harijan baiting 
in irrigation and agriculture which bad deprived the 
poor of this State of the fruits of economic development. 
The people wanted a change in Government, he said. 
Talking about his constituency of Sangolda, near Shola- 
pur, Mr. Deshmukh says: “Sangolda is in the rain shadow 
and the soil is so poor that even if rain did fall it would 
take a generation for anything to grow. People have 
never got any justice here and now they are happy that 
the Government has changed. Time will show whether 
this change will bring in the freshness required to solve 
their problems. The Leftists in the Government wit] 
have to start thinking afresh.” Mr Deshmukh also feels 
that what happened in Maharashtra will not he repeated 
at the Centre. 


'T'HE former Congressmen who walked out with Mr 
1 Shared Pawar are In two minds about anything like 
this happening at the Centre. Not too sure of the future, 
a spokesman of the Pawar group said: “This could be the 
first step of what could be a nucleus for future polarisa¬ 
tion. The commg together of disparate Parties with in¬ 
herent contradictions under the banner of the Janata bad 
been tried in a different way before without success. For 
instance, in 1967 Dr Lohia tried to unite all the Parties 
and failed. In 1972 it was tried again with no success, 
So it is unlikely that the 1977 experiment will succeed ” 
There are men in the Janata who still have a following 
in the Congress These Janata men believe in the 
Nehruvian model of development, namely working through 
consensus, avoiding class conflicts, and at the same time 
taking measures, like land reforms, to alleviate the plight 
of the people For instance, when Nehru had invited 
Jayaprakash Narayan to join the Cabinet, one of JP’s 
Conditions was that banks should be nationalised. Nehru 
told him to first join the Cabinet and he would then try 
and convince all sections of his Party to agree to bank 
nationalisation. “We must carry all sections of the 
people with us We mustn’t force them to do any¬ 
thing,” he tlol JP. 

Writing m “Foreign Affairs” (New York) Nehru 
said: "Means are more important than ends. We be¬ 
lieve that any change should come about through oui 
own volition as a result of our own experience and that 
it should not be foisted on us through any kind of force 
or pressure.” Several people in the Janata Party in¬ 
cluding Mr. Morarji Desai and Party President Mr. 
Chandrashekar subscribe fervently to this line of action 
and have no difficulty in identifying with a section of 
the Congress that upholds the same. 

The Pawar group do not rule out the possibility of 
the two groups trying to come together at the Centre. 
In fact, according to political observers here, Mr, Sharad 
Pawar’s action was originally planned to have been 
only a follow-up of Mr. Chavan’s action at the 
national level. But Mr. Chavan’s move in con¬ 
cert with Mr. Morarji Desai did not materialise 
thanks to the swift discerning powers of some 
Janata stalwarts like Mr. Madbu Limaye. It is said 
that when Mr. Desai summarily dismissed Mr. Charan 
Singh and Mr. Raj Narain he expected the entire BLD 
group to walk out The vacuum created would be 
filled by Congressmen of the Chavan variety. It would 
also help to maintain the status quo that was sought 
to be unbalanced by the radicalism of a section of the 
Janata Party. 

Mr. Sharad Pawar’s precipitate action upset the 
applecart and has reduced Mr. Chavan's bargaining 
power with the Centre. For the time being the expert 
ment in Maharashtra will stay confined to the borders 
of the State and to the extent that it will succeed or 
fail, tbe repercussions will be felt by tbe downtrodden 
of this State alone, Infighting and power struggles 
among the ruling elite will only former postpone eco¬ 
nomic development 










Janata growth target unrealistic 
Planning Commission Member 


PROFESSOR RAJ KRISHNA, Member, Plann- 
ing Commission, talks to BHOLA CHATTER- 
Jl about the negative and positive aspects 
of the Janata's economic policies. 


Q : Has the role of the Planning Commission be 
come more important now than it was under Mrs 
Gandhi 1 

A : In the previous regime, the power and res¬ 
ponsibility of the Planning Commission had certainly 
been scaled down. The composition of the Planning 
Commission was changed from time to time to suit the 
political whims of the Government. The present Plan¬ 
ning Commission has so far been working with a great 
deal of autonomy. Its responsibilities have increased. 
We have frequent consultations with the finance Minis¬ 
try on important policy issues. And the Deputy Chair¬ 
man, Prof. D. K. Lakdawala. attends every Cabinet 
meeting. Some suggestions were made soon after we 
took over to take away some of the functions of the 
Commission. But these proposals were abandoned 
after some discussion. 

Q : Are you really free to restructure the economy 
so that the Janata Party’s election pledqes may be ful¬ 
filled? 

A : I can only say that we share the objectives of 
the Government and the emphasis on some of the 
.objectives which the Janata Government has laid. Now. 
in working out the detailed quantitative and policy im¬ 
plications of the bias in favour of employment, rural 
development, small industry, minimum needs, and 
redistribution, we have had no directives from the 
Government dor any of the Ministries, but we have 
been able to get their agreement to our proposals em¬ 
bodied in the Draft Sixth Five Year Plan. But as in 
the past, what really happens will depend upon the 
efficiency with which the Government implements the 
recommended policies. Implementation of policies is 
not our responsibility. Like most other thinking peo¬ 
ple, we remain quite sceptical about the prospects of 
better implementation in the coming years. Without 
structural reforms the allocation of massive resources 
in favour of rural areas or small industries may not 
bring about the desired reduction of poverty and un¬ 
employment 

Q : The impression seems to persist that the Janata 
Government has no economic policy , and that the Gov¬ 
ernment’s economic projections are determined by its 
heterogeneous political constitution. Is this correct ? 

A : Well, the Planning Commission's thinking and 
the Janata Party's thinking need not be same in every 
detail. We were nof consulted when the Janata Party's 
policy statement was made. There was no need to 
to consult us. The policies that we have recommended 
in the Draft Plan are clear and concrete, and signi¬ 
ficantly different in some respects from the policies 
pursued in the past. In some other respects continuity 
■4 maintained Quite apart from any ideological ques¬ 
tion, the basic reason for a shift of strategy is that 
though past policies succeeded in achieving 3.5 per cent 
growth, import substitution, export capability and tech¬ 
nological development, poverty and unemployment have 
increased. Therefore, a policy shift is required to re- 
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Raj Krishna : Pessimistic about land reforms 


duce poverty and unemployment. Redistribution of 
purchasing power, particularly in rural areas, is neces¬ 
sary even for the further growth of the modern sector. 

Q: Where did the idea of a rolling Plan origi¬ 

nate ? What was found wrong with it ? 

A : The concept originated somewhere in the 
Prime Minister’s secretariat. It did not originate in 
the Planning Commission. This is widely known. But 
the Planning Commission was certainly thinking at the 
same time about alternative ways of introducing the 
needed flexibility in the allocation of resources. This 
flexibility is necessary. One reason is that many of our 
industries are now suffering from excess capacity. 
Secondly, when a country has significant reserves of 
foreign exchange it has to decide from year to year 
whether particular demands will be met out of domes¬ 
tic capacity or out of imports. And these decisions 
may require some adjustment of domestic production 
targets. If the need for flexibility is accepted then 
the rolling Plan will merely give the Planning Commis¬ 
sion the freedom to change a few targets when neces¬ 
sary. The impression that all targets or most of the 
targets will be changed every year, and, therefore, 
great uncertainty and confusion would be created, is 
completely wrong. 

Q: It has been said that the Janata Government 
has grafted some of the ideas of Dr Rammanohar Lohla 
for "cosmetic” effect. Do you deny this ? 

A : You may be interested to know that my own 
friendship with Dr Lohia as well as JP and my close 
association with them was based on a paper I wrote 
about 20 years ago called “Human Values and Techno¬ 
logical Change” in which the importance of small-unit 
production and the regulation of the process of techno¬ 
logical change were emphasised. It has taken the 
country a long time, a long period of growing unem¬ 
ployment and poverty an<l relative neglect of rural 
areas, to realise that the process of conventional in¬ 
dustrialisation needs modification in the Indian setting. 

Q: So, the Janata Government’s economic policy 
is centred upon agricultural development, decentralisa¬ 
tion of industries, small-scale and cottage industries as 
opposed to the Congress Government’s heavy-industry- 
oriented approach ? 

A : This statement is partly true, but I would 
point to a much greater emphasis on rural develop¬ 
ment rather than mere agricultural development. This 
emphasis comprises not only a record expansion of irri¬ 
gation, credit and extension but also larger fisher?, 
forestry, animal husbandry and rural industry, pro¬ 
grammes which alone can taring » reasonable.■»issfin» V-,- 






. tacome to the tandtfess and 'At minKarmera. The 
populfriy posed - conflict between the claims of agricul¬ 
ture and industry is quite phoney. The Planning Com¬ 
mission is not against large industry or heavy industry. 
To the extent that heavy industries are necessary for 
basic self-reliance and for producing machines and 
other inputs for small-scale consumer goods industries 
and for agriculture, they must continue to exist and 
grow. Similarly, where the cost of production in small- 
scale consumer industries is prohibitively high, a part 
of the output must be produced by large-scale consu¬ 
mer industries until more efficient small-scale tech¬ 
niques are discovered. In fact our calculations show 
that to support 3»j to 4 per cent growth in agriculture, 
6 to 7 per cent growth in a large number of industries 
is absolutely necessary. How can we have rapid rural 
growth without industry producing bricks for buildings, 
cement for roads and irrigation systems, steel for 
pumps and farm equipment, fertilizers and pesticides 
for the farm, power generaton and transmission 
equipment for rural electrification, paper and stationery 
and furniture for schools, medicines and equipment for 
dispensaries, pipes for water systems, vehicles for 
transport, and basic metals and chemicals for all uses ? 
And how can agriculture grow rapidly if industries which 
process agricultural output do not grow equally fast, 
namely, food processing, cotton textiles, sugar, edible oil 
and jute ? 

All that will happen in the coming years is that 
in those heavy industries where because of past poli¬ 
cies excess capacity has been created, new investments 
will be slowed down for some time. But if later, say 
iu the Seventh Plan period, shortages begin to show 
up in critical heavy industries the Commission will 
again propose necessary investments in them. The 
choices of the Planning Commission are based on 
objective necessities • they are not based on a super¬ 
ficial notion of a conflict between rural development 
and industrial development, light industry and heavy 
industry. The auestiou is not: this or that? The 
question is : how, much of this, and how much of that? 

Q : What is the difference between the Congress slo¬ 
gan of ''growth with social justice", and the Janata's 
emphasis on “growth for soohil justice” 7 

A : Let us not get into semantic quibbling. The 
bard statistical truth is that there has been an increase 
in poverty, in some indices of inequality, in the concen¬ 
tration of corporate capital in the hands of big business 
houses, and in the incidence of unemployment. In part, 
this outcome was due to honest intellectual errors about 
what a conventional industrialisation process can do in 
the Indian demographic situation. The income and 
employment multiplier effects of this process were 
wrongly assumed to be quite high. But the outcome 
was also due to the universal phenomenon of the 
propertied classes not allowing redistributive measures 
to become effective in spite of adult franchise. Given 
this experience, any new Government has to be more 
sincerely determined to implement redistributive mea¬ 
sures. 

Redistributive measures which are a must arc well- 
known — land reforms, ceilings on the household 
ownership of urban and corporate property and a 
phased work-guarantee programme in the allocation of 
all agricultural inputs like credit, fertilizer, tubewells, 
canal water, etc. Also, the small farmer must be 
given preference and the public distribution system 
must be expanded. The big question is whether the 
administrators and social workers are prepared to use 
the resources provided with a genuine redistributive 
zeal 

Q: Does the J Omit a Government have the political 
will to put through land reforms ? 

A : All that I can say is that a few Chief Minis¬ 
ters and a few senior administrators are more sincere 
about land reform than others. And they are trying 
to carry it' out in a few States. I .won’t like to name 
them.- t on the whole l remain quite pessimistic 
; about their success because these well-meaning admi¬ 


nistrators and politicians are more or less certainly 
going to be frustrated by a majority of their colleagues 

Q: Do v<m think the Janata’s target of a 7 per 
cent growth rate can be achieved ? 

A: l can only say that the idea of 7 per cent 
growth is utterly unrealistic. I really don’t know who 
advised the Janata Parly High Command to put down 
this rate in ’ their resolution. There are important 
structural and other constraints preventing even 5 or 
5.5 per cent rate of growth in the immediate future. 
The main constraints are the irrigation constraint, the 
demand constraint and the organisational constraint. 
So far, the recorded rate has been 3.5 per cent, al¬ 
though the Planning Commission 'has been proposing a 
5>j per cent rate of growth in many live Year Plans. 
But if the new strategy begins to relax constraints, the 
rolling Plan system would enable us to raise our sights 
laler on. 1 must emphasize that if the credibility of 
the planning process is to be restored the Planning 
Commission should not promise rates of growth which 
are clearly unrealistic. 

Q: Last question. Has JP’s concept of Total 
Revolution any relevance to the Janata’s philosophy of 
planned development ? 

A : 1 am personally most interested in one aspect 

of the concept of Total Revolution. Without this ele¬ 
ment all our planning cannot produce distributive just- 
tier. That aspect is the peaceful but militant politiciza¬ 
tion and unionization of the rural and urban poor. I am 
certain that no matter what is intended to be given to 
them it will not be given to them — whether il is land 
or fertilizer or credit or pumps or services — unless 
they organize themselves and demand it. If they know 
what is being allocated for them but not reaching them, 
and if they demand it as an organised but non-violent 
force they will begin to get it. But if this political 
revolution does not occur then mere good intentions at 
the top will not improve the distributive situation. 
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Habib : King of the Maidan 


Who is the uncrowned king 
of Calcutta soccer this sea¬ 
son ? According to ARIJIT 
SEN, it is none other than 
MOHAMMAD HABIB, whom 
the great Pele singled out 
for special praise. 


IjkfHEN Chuni Goswami was warm- 
W ing the hearts of thousands of 
soccer fans, Calcutta had a great 
bunch of stars. While one was pri¬ 
vileged to see the master craft of 
P. K. Banerjee and Balram in attack, 
there was also the spectacle of one- 
man fortresses in the shape of Jar- 
nail Singh, T. A. Rahman and Arun 
Ghosh in defence. They were foot¬ 
ballers loved on their own soil and 
respected in arenas like the Olympics 
and the Asian Games. 

But the days of super stars have 
radually begun to slide into memory, 




and Surajit Sengupta as weak re¬ 
minders of a dying species. For very 
brief periods, they have stood like 
giants among the Lilliputian hordes 
of competent but dime-a-dozen 
players. Each year one, or at best 
two players approximate superstar 
status, judging by the degree of de 
pendability their presence lends to 
a team and the adulation they re¬ 
ceive from soccer fans. If there is 
a Subhas Bhowmik for East Bengal 




Habib with brother Akbar in a relaxed, frame of mind after a game 


one year, there is sure to be a 
Subrata Bhattacharjee for Mohun 
Bagan, the next. 

Over the last few seasons the 
superstar mantle has fallen on 
Mohammad Habib. And this year, 
he certainly stands as a colossus on 
the Calcutta maidan. His transfer 
matiou into a hero has been gradual, 
almost imperceptible, very unlike 
players of the calibre of Subrata 
Bhattacharjee. The latter suddenly 
traded his snarl for a Smile. A smile 
o' confidence. Supreme and unaffect- 
e’• The angry, brash young man 
has mellowed into a stolid, depend¬ 
able defender who combines the 
gusto of a Jarnail Singh with the 
uncanny anticisation of an Arun 
Ghosh. 


The fourth son of a Hyderabad 
school teacher was not born with a 
silver spoon. But Mohammad Ibra¬ 
him had fathered three children al¬ 
ready, the eldest of whom was already 
a big name in Indian football when 
little Habib first blinked in the sun. 
Football was in the veins of his 
three elder brothers, Azam, Moin and 
Farid Siddiqui. In time, two other 
would-be footballers were born into 
the Family—Akbar and Jaffar. His 
football prowess at school got him 
into the Hyderabad City College 
Old Boys’ team when he was just 
thirteen. A natural follow-up was 
the State junior side. By then, 
Habib was a familiar name In the 
dty. He soon reached the Mecca 
of Indian football—Calcutta. 
















Habib displays the skill that won him 


praise from Pels 


He readied the city in 1966, to 
play for East Bengal. Calcuttans 
taw a star born to entertain—a 
player whose entire being was gear¬ 
ed to football. Good football. The 
kind that was slowly fading out 
with the exit of Chuni Goswami and 
company. 

In those days, Habib played in- 
side-rightin the five-forward forma¬ 
tion. From the beginning, he was 
marked out as a player with speed, 
thrust and intelligence. He gained 
hi Stature' with each passing year— 
Until East Bengal, Mohun Bagan 
and Mohammedan Sporting placed 


their first preference in Hie transfer 
fnarket on Habib—a situation that 
remains unchanged even today. His 
association with his brother Akbar 
began in the early Seventies—and 
has continued uninterrupted since. 
To accommodate him, Habib switched 
to left striker in the four-forward 
combination. 

Over the years, Habib has played 
for all the three big teams—almost 
by rotation. But wherever he has 
been, he has played his heart out. 
The secret of nis success has been 
his serious approach to the game. 
Mot because he knows this is his 
.bread, butter and jam (Habib today 
is a prosperous young man) but 
solely due to the fact that he loves 
the game. He has sacrificed a lot 
for ft. He has suffered several 
serious injuries, and suffered the 
tragedy of not being able to see 
his mother for the last time because 
the East Bengal Club authorities 
did not inform him of her death, so 
that he could remain available for 
the next crucial match. He has for¬ 
saken the company of a girl he 
married five years ago and to this 
day does not have a job, because, 
he believes that football needs un¬ 
divided attention. 

Dedication of this nature fs like 
a flower in a wasteland, where the 
slightest hint of success gets Into 
the marrow of lesser beings. His 
passion for football is so contagious 
that it takes hold of his teaipmates 
every time he really gets going. Of 
course he has had patches like every' 
other great player, but these are 
very few. 

What took Habib a decade to 
achieve the status of a superstar 
was this very singlemindedness. His 
game was soi unobtrusive that the 
only label he got for his labour was 
"useful”. This speaks volumes for 
the level of appreciation of the 
game in its most popular centre. 

Actually, Habib was, and still Is, 
a veritable dynamo—an indefatigable 
footballer who seems to be every¬ 
where at once. Habib the striker 
becomes Habib the stopper when 
the going is rough. But his magic 
lies in converting - that defensive act 
into one of attack — with just one 
incisive pass. 

Habib has the ability to bold an 
entire team together. He has culti¬ 
vated this very assiduously — under¬ 
standing the nature of each player 
and capitalising on his capabilities. 
He has been doing this year in and 
year out, in team after team. He 
tries to keep the midfield as his 
domain, from where he can direct 
operations. Time and again, one 
has seen him start a movement from 
almost his own penalty area and 
then race across the field to inter¬ 
cept the. last lob in the opponents’ 
goal area! 

This year Habib has been instru¬ 
mental w laying on at least a .dozen 
of the goals that Akbar has scored 


—and the latter is the highest 
scorer this season. More than that, 
he has been steering Mohun Bagan 
to stupendous victories, match after 
match. Forced into playing a medio 
after Gautam Sarkar was injured, 
Habib has shaped into an outstand¬ 
ing linkman. He has often strayed 
into the attack, but this is more by 
design than by habit! And it has 
always been with the aim of egging 
others on to score. 

Today. Habib is a name to con¬ 
jure with. Diminutive, square-jawed, 
with hooded eyes and an unsmiling 
face, Habib is a terror to any opposi¬ 
tion. His only failing is his quick 
temper, fanned by anything from a 
push to a kick on his shin. An 
enraged Habib is a liability to his 
side. Off the field, too, he finds it 
difficult to keep his cool if he feels 
he has been wronged (This writer, 
too, has felt his wrath after an 
article published in SUNDAY). 

But he has been given a raw deal 
by officialdom. After assisting the 
State for about ten years, Habib 
was axed in the Patna Nationals 
last year. But the worst blow came 
early this year, when he was not 
even considered for the squad. And 
this time, the Nationals were In his 
own beloved Calcutta! On another 
plane, players of lower caliber and 
with far less talent have been 
accorded Government recognition in 
the form of the Arjuna award. It is 
indeed strange that Magau Singh 
was considered for this honour whea 
Habib is still on the scene. How 
many players of his caliber have 
there been in since he arrived on 
the scene? How many are there 
today? 

But this gifted player seems to 
have no complaints. He is happy 
with the adulation he receives. And 
this has been showered on him so 
often and so profusely this year 
that he could spend a lifetime just 
reliving those heady moments. The 
price on his limbs keeps on escalat¬ 
ing, despite bis advancing years. And 
the uncrowned king of Calcutta foot¬ 
ball doesn’t seem to ever say die. 
His stamina continues to match his 
skill—to the delirious chant of 
“Bade Miya” (as the elder of the two 
brothers in Mohun Bagan) from 
thirty thousand throaty Twice 
every week. Week after week. 

Mohammad Habib, to his fans, is 
the embodiment of all that makes a 
great placer. The taciturn man 
shnigs it off, but not conceitedly. 
Only once did be smile—when Pele 
singled him out after the Cosmos- 
Mohun Bagan tie. It was a shy' 
smile, almost apologetic But foot¬ 
ball lovers have erected a pedestal 
for him—so mdeb so that he Is 
mobbed every time-he is seen on the 
streets. Habib is a superstar, 
though somewhat of a Johnnv-come* 
lately. And for at least two more 
years, there doesn’t seem to be 
anyone who can take that tag away 
from him. 
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'THERE are reasons and reasons 
A which make different stars 
accept invitations to these trips and 
tours abroad. But I can’t think of any 
reason which could account for 
Rishi Kapoor's accepting an invitation 
to be part of a group that went to 
entertain the Indians living abroad. 
It couldn't be that Risbi was in need 
of a free ticket to foreign lands, 
because, even if Risbi is not (actua¬ 
lly be is) doing all that well in films, 
be still has his rich, affluent father 
to finance his needs. It couldn't be 
that Rishi wanted to have a slight 
break from excessive work, because 
Rishi isn’t that overworked really 
and he gets enough of rest periods 
during the long intervals between 
his shooting days. So then, what 
made Rishi accept, where many other 
actors declined. A very little bird 
tells me that it was because he wan¬ 
ted to enjoy a small, secret holiday 
with a cute, unexpected star. Do 
you know that Zanna Wahab accep¬ 
ted a ticket for the same tour for 
the same reason that Rishi did? 


T INA MUNIM has developed such 
airs and fancies that it’s difficult 
to believe that she's the same sweet 
little girl who made the industry 
rounds clinging to Dev’s arm last 
year. Now that Tina is on her own, 
minus Dev’s influencing presence, her 
real self seems to be coming to the 
fore. Immediately after Des Parties 



was released and Tina declared a 
success, she torgot the faces of all 
old friends and acquaintances. For 
instance, when she came across a 
young starlet whom she used to 
roam about with until recently, 
Tina looked blankly through the other 
girl. The latter thought Tina had 
not seen her and so she continued 
to shnut ‘Hi’ to Miss High-N-Mighty 
and finally she even clutched Tina's 
arm excitedly. Tina shrugged her off, 
said an ice-cold “Oh, hello" and wal¬ 
ked away. Could there be a clearer 
way of giving a message? 


A S for Manoj Kumar, many people 
are curious to know just how 
Shashi Kapoor managed to pacify the 
furious Manoj. Manoj had signed 
Shashi for Kranti, but later, because 
Shashi was playing too hard to get, 
Manoj dropped him and there were 
even rumours that Shashi would be 
replaced by Vinod Khanna. That is 
why people were shocked when it 
was Shashi and not Vinod who re¬ 
ported for the recent schedule of 
shooting. Obviously Shashi has been 
able to cool down tbe angry Manoj 
......at Vinod’s expense! 


R AAKHEE says that Trishna will , 
prove to be one of her finest 
performances to date. But then. Rap- 
khee says that each time a film of 
hers is being released. 


F s surprising how the rival camps 
were able to so successfully 
spread the rumour that Saira Banu 
was retiring trom films and had no 
wish to sign any future film. Pro¬ 
ducers believed the stories and none 
of them bothered to approach Saira. 
But when 1 met Saira the other day 
and asked her about the ‘retirement’, 
she looked sad and bewildered. “Who 
says so?” she asked. It’s a pity that 
the actress is being forced into a pre¬ 
mature retirement, for in her own 
wav, she had quite an individual 
style. Considering that she did not 
really interfere with other people in 
the industry, 1 can’t understand how 
she could have made any enemies. 
Perhaps people are only jealous of 
her because she had managed to 
book the most eligible bachelor of 
the time. 

R EENA ROY, who previously hod 
never been for a summer holi¬ 
day beyond Borivili (because she and 
her family were too poor to be 
able to afford such luxuries like 
vacations !) how goes abroad at least 
twice or thrice a year. And it has 
become such a routine thing for her 
that she forgets about it as soon 
as she returns. I met her the day 
after she’d returned from her most 
recent trip, : and so naturally the 
first question I asked her was about 
the trip. She looked at me blankly 
for a moment, and then arid, “Oh, 


the trip. Oh, that was all right. As 
usual”. She said it with the right 
bored voice. Well, well, well, was all 
I could say. But I don’t really hold 
Reena's attitude against her. Nobody 
has worked harder for stardom than 
she has, and now it’s only fair that 
she should enjoy the fruits of her 
labour ! 

H EMA MAUN I lost her 65-year-old 
father under very tragic circums¬ 
tances. It is said that a thief en¬ 
tered Hema’s bedroom after mid¬ 
night and when she cried out for 
help, her father rushed to her room. 
The intruder had two knives which 
be brandished before making a get¬ 
away. The old man suffered from 
shock and died soon after. V. R. S. 
Chakravarthy who was eclipsed by 
his famous daughter and ambitious 
wife Jay a, was a respected scholar 
and author of Philosophy of Sri 
Ramanuja. 

And the khaas award for the big¬ 
gest show-off of the week goes to 
Sulakshana Pandit who probabbr be¬ 
cause she is feeling left out of the 
news (naturally, since all her films 
keep flopping!} tries to attract at¬ 
tention by doing all kinds of under¬ 
water tricks in the Holiday Inn swim : 
tning pool! 

SHIRJEE 
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How the Constitution has been 
abused 


By A. G. Noorani 

HTHE experience of nearly three decades of the working 
■* of the Constitution has amply demonstrated that 
some of its important provisions have been consistently 
abused and have, indeed, lent themselves all too freely 
to abuse. They have been implemented in a manner com¬ 
pletely opposed to the intentions of the framers of the 
Constitution. But there is not even the vaguest sugges¬ 
tion about their amendment or reform. 

The 45th Constitution Amendment Bill, now before 
Parliament, seeks to amend the Emergency provisions to 
guard against their abuse. It is welcome so far as it 
goes. It, however, does not go far enough to implement 
fully the Janata Party’s election pledge to rescind the 
42nd Amendment Act which was pushed through 
Parliament in 1976 to institutionalise Mrs. Indira Gandhi's 
dictatorship. 

The point is that even the total repeal of the 42nd 
Amendment will not be enough. What is needed is the 
amendment of those provisions of the Constitution also 
whose persistent abuse under Congress rule became 
almost sanctified as constitutional practice. It was all 
totally opposed to the letter and spirit of the Constitution 
and to recognised constitutional norms and conventions. 
Where is the guarantee lhat those practices will not be 
emulated by the successors of the Congress regime? 
Already in at least a couple of cases the Janata Govern¬ 
ment has abused certain constitutional provisions clearly, 
palpably. To wit, Governor Govind Narain s dismissal of 
Urs Ministry in Karnataka and the recourse to ordinances 
when there was no great urgency. 

It is necessary then to go beyond the complete 
repeal of the 42nd Amendment and tackle those con¬ 
stitutional powers and offices which have been most 
easily abused. Some of them come to the mind 
immediately—the Governor's office, the power to impose 
President’s rule; inroads into the autonomy of the 
States; ordinances; preventive detention; parliamentary 
privileges and transfer of High Court judges. 


The Governov occupies a pivotal position under the 
Constitution. He is appointed by the President, which 
means the Central Government, and holds office during 
"his pleasure”. He can be removed without assigning 
cause. Small wonder that so very many of them have 
functioned as “agents" of the Centre in the States. On 
the other hand, the Governor is the head of State in a 
parliamentary system and on his impartiality depends 
the proper functioning of parliamentary democracy in 
the States. If there was the slighest hope that the 
Governors would perform their dual and delicate roles 
properly, some of the early appointments by Jawaharlal 
Nehru—none else—shattered it. They were defeated 
election candidates and mediocre old Congress faithfuls. 
It seemed to "work” because there were Congress 
Governments at the Centre as well as in the States. 
Congressmen, Nehru included, do not seem to have 
envisaged any other contingency. As Sri Prakasa 
testified, “I know of one Governor who thought he 
could continue to be a member of the All-India Congress 
Committee even as Governor. I know of other Governors 
who used to go to their Stales and undertake political 
tours.” The Congress debacle in the 1967 elections ex¬ 
posed the strains to which the office is subject. Mrs. 
Gandhi removed the strains by removing the duality and 
making them agents, good and proper. 

This is completely opposed to the intention of the 
Constitution makers. Addressing the Constituent 
Assembly, T. T. Krishnamachari said: "I would at once, 
disclaim all ideas, at any rate so far as I am concerned, 
that we in this House want the future Governor, who is 
to be nominated by the President, to be in any sense an 
agent of the Central Government. I would like that 
point to be made very clear, because such an idea finds 
no place in the scheme of Government we envisage for 
the future.” He was a member of the Drafting 
Committee. 

fj 1971 a Committee of Governors appointed by the 
President expressed the same view—no agents wc, but 
men charged with a duty under the Constitution. It was 
a fatuous exercise because none of them was an authority 
on the Constitution. All were Congress appointees. One 




' of lb* members, B. Gopala Reddl, had blatantly acted as 
in agent during the ministerial crisis In U.P. m October 
1670 Only a few weeks before the Committee was 
appointed. 

Mr. K. Subba Rao, former Chief Justice of India, 
suggested that "the Governors should be appointed by 
the President not in consultation with Ministers but on 
the advice of a high-powered body...and he should be 
removable only on the basis of a verdict of misconduct 
pronounced by the Supreme Court. A Governor so re¬ 
moved should not be eligible for any Central, or State 
Government position." The best course, perhaps, is to 
give the Governor a fixed term in office and make him 
removable only for proven misconduct. This will make 
him far more independent than he possibly can be today 

No words need be wasted to prove that the power 
to impose President’s rule in the States has been grossly 
abused. Here the fault clearly lies with the Constitution 
makers. They reposed too much confidence in the go6d 
intentions of the Central Government, as if it was to be 
run by angels and not by politicians. 

The Chairman of the Constituent Assembly's Draft¬ 
ing Committee, Dr Ambedkar, conceded the possibility of 
abuse of these wide powers. "But that objection applies 
to every part of the Constitution which gives power to 
the Centre to override the provinces.” He went on to 
add that, if at all the provisions were "brought into 
operation, I hope the President, who is endowed with 
these powers, will take proper precautions beiore actually 
suspending the administration of the provinces. I hope 
the first thing he will do would be to issue a mere 
warning to _ a province that has erred that things were 
not happening in the way in which they were intended 
to happen in the Constitution. If that warning fails, the 
second thing for him to do will be to order an election 
allowing the people of the province to settle matters bv‘ 
themselves. It is only when these two remedies fail 
that he would resort to this article.” 

Is this at all the manner in which the power lias 
been used? On the contrary, it has been used largely to 
promote and protect the interests of the Congress All 
that the 45th Amendment Bill does in the main is to 
restrict its duration initially to six months and to one 
year in all, ordinarily. Why not make Dr Ambedkar’s 
assurance of a prior warning to the offending State a 
constitutional requirement? Mr. H. M. Seervai suggests 
that. “It must be made obligatory to publish the Union’s 
warning to the State Governor’s Report if any, and the 
State Government’s reply: in short, all documents relat¬ 
ing to the imposition of the President’s Rule.” The 
State’s electorate will then decide in the elections 
whether Presidenl’s Rule was justified or not 

THIHE power to promulgate ordinances is as unique to 

our Constitution as it is necessary and liable to 
abuse. The Constitution empowers the President and 
the Governors, on the advice to their respective Cabinets, 
to legislate as fully as the legislative itself can. The 
only restriction on this power is that the legislature 
must not be in session. 

In one case even this restriction was violated, so 
ingrained is the habit to rush in with an ordinance. Tnie, 
there is another and equally Important restriction, besid¬ 
es. The Head of State, whether at the Centre or in the 
States, must be “satisfied that circums¬ 
tances exist which render it necessary for him 
to take immediate action”. The courts have consistently 
ruled that his mere subjective satisfaction ia final. But 
the Banks Nationalisation Case the Supreme Court 
and it is not. This Implies that the courts can consider 
whether the action is bona fide. The 42nd Amendment 
clbsed this opening. The 45th Amendment Bill re* 
opens it, Result? The courts will be free to consider 
whether the ordinance i* made mala fide—but no more 
than that 




The point i» that neither the American President, 
Pip Crqwm nor the head of my other democratic 
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December last: Misuse of the powers of the Governor 
has not stopped under the Jana tg 


State enjoys this powei. it is simply a case of a 
mindless ropyiug of the Government of India Act. 1935. 
The Abdul Chafoor Ministry in Bihar depended on the 
misuse of this power for its very suivival It should be 
shed like a suit of shabby old clothes. 

In the field of Centre-State leldtions, too, one wit 
nesses the same phenomenon—acquisition of power by 
the Centre at the expenses of the States The Study 
Team on Centre-State Relations, headed by Mr M. C. 
Setalvad, pointed out that “as a result of planning the. 
three horizontal layers of administration represented by 
lists of Central, Concurrent and State subjects have been 
vertically partitioned into plan and non-plan sectors and 
that within the plan world, the compulsions and conse¬ 
quences Df planning have tended to unite the three 
horizontal pieces into a single neai monolithic chunk 
controlled from the Centre although opeiatcd in respect 
of Concurient and State subjects in the States. It would 
not be wrong to describe this as a distortion resulting 
from discipline enforcing structures m which the 
demonstrable weaknesses are so numerous as to call for 
a review of the system.” (Italics mine) 

The Administrative Reforms Commission’s Report on 
Centre-State relations recognised that ’’with the under¬ 
taking of economic and social planning—a subject in¬ 
cluded in the Concurrent List—the Centre has taken on 
an active role in the formulation and the overseeing of 
the execution of plan programmes in fields which also 
include subjects which fall in the State List The role 
of the Central agencies which had. prior to the advent Of 
planning, been to function as observers, co-ordinators 
and advisers, has expanded greatly and tended to outstrip* 
its legitimate jurisdiction" 

The Report noted that “the main grievances lie In 
the financial field” and conceded that “there is weight 
in the argument that as the Planning Commission is a 
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body established by the Central Government under an 
executive order, it would be desirable for another body 
created by law to be entrusted with the responsibility of 
formulating the principles for the allocation of plan 
grants. Accordingly, we have recommended that the 
Finance Commission should be entrusted with this res* 
ponsibility." The Report was submitted in June 1969. 

Can anyone honestiy say that matters have improved 
since? Rather, the process of centralisation has been 
accentuated. President N, Sanjiva Reddy, in a recent 
Press interview, recognised that “the federal structure 
as envisaged in the Constitution has been eroded some¬ 
what". He remarked that a "State Chief Minister cannot 
undertake even the small things, a health scheme or a 
forest development scheme or something like that. 
Officials from the Centre think they have to go from 
here to do even such things”. This is, surely, not what 
the authors of the Constitution envisaged. It is a 
distortion of their scheme and should be rectified in 
consultation with the States. 

B UT nowhere else has abuse been more pronounced 
than in regard to the power of preventive detention. 
It is conferred, ironically, by a provision (Art. 221 which 
occurs in the Part embodying the Fundamental Rights. 
India is the only democratic country whose Constitution 
sanctions preventive detention in times of peace. It is a 
hangover from the days of the East India Company with 
its Bengal State Prisoners Regulation III of 1818. In a 
study published early this year entitled The Emergentig. 
Future Safeguards and the Habeas Corpus Case, Mr H. 
M. Seervai opines that "there is no justification for re¬ 
taining preventive detention in times of peace”. He 
rightly points out that “sabotage or subversive activity 
or violence are not peculiar to India". The British tried 
it for a mere four years—against our 30—in Northern 
Ireland and gave it up. It is time the power to imprison 
persons without trial in times of peace is given up 
altogether. 

A singularly unsatisfactory provision of the Constitu¬ 
tion which MPs, regardless of Party labels, prefer not to 
talk about, is that concerning parliamentary privileges. 
The Constitution enjoined Parliament to define Its 
privileges "by law” and went on to add that “until so 
defined, (they) shall be those or the House of Commons 
at the commencement of the Constitution". To this day 
the law has not been made. Why? Because that law, 
like any other law* will be subject to fundamental 
rights. Without it, the privileges will be those of the 
Commons which are conveniently uncertain and, possibly, 
not subject to fundamental rights. 

In 1959. the Supreme Court ruled in the Searchlight’s 
case that since the British Parliament’s power is not 
curtailed by a written Constitution, the same holds good 
for our Parliament as regards parliamentary privilege*. 
This was watered down in the U.P. High Court Judges’ 
Case where the Supreme Court ruled that parliamentary 
privilege is subordinate to the fundamental right to 
personal liberty (Art. 21). But the position as regards, 
the fundamental right to freedom of speech (Art. 19) is 
still vague and, therefore, perilous. 

Since a similar provision exists regarding the privileges 
of State legislatures, the freedom of the Press Is to this 
day under constant threat from the sensitivities of the 
people’s representatives. They can be judge and pro¬ 
secutor rolled into one where their own privileges are 
concerned. In 1955 the Press Commission referred to 
the “over-sensitiveness on the part of the legislatures to 
even honest criticism”. But they have the power to act 
on such Over-sensitiveness. The power has been acquired 
by ignoring the constitutional duty to codify their 
privileges by law. It is unlikely that they will shed the 
power readily. 

Therein lies the challenge to Indian democracy. The 
unsatisfactory features of the Constitution, listed above, 
all add to the power of the state over the citizen. Only 
public opinion can force the executive to shed its power 
and enlarge the area of liberty. 
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Dentists say 


Regular Brushing of Teeth 
and Massaging of Gums 

Check Gum Troubles and 

Tooth Decay 

Forhan’s users say of their own accord 


“...I find no trouble 
to my teeth...” 

“For the last fifteen years I am 
regularly using your Forhan’s 
Toothpaste, and I am quite 
satisfied with the use of it. 

...Since I have started using 
Forhan’s Toothpaste, I find no 
trouble to my teeth nor any 
tooth decay... 

I would be ever grateful for 
your Forhan’s Toothpaste, 
and Forhan’s Double-Action 
tooth brush...” 

(Sd /-) P. Nagesh Kamath, 
Andheri, Bombay 

(Photostats of these 
and other such letters 
can be seen at any office of 
Geoffrey Manners & Co. Ltd, 




...About ten years ago 
I had gum trouble...” 

‘‘About ten years ago I had gum 
trouble and I then switched over to 
your ‘Forhan’s’ Toothpaste and I am 
very happy to inform you 
that I am now a proud 
possessor of strong and 
healthy teeth. I congratulate 
you for bringing out a 
toothpaste of this superb 
quality.” 

(Sd/-) B. S. Jayantf, 

Monlali, Hyderabad. 


For proper dental care, 
brush your teeth correctly and 
massage your gums night and 
morning with Forhan’s. 

And insist on Forhan’s 
Doable-Action Tooth-brush, 
specially designed to massage 
giums while it cleans teeth. 


/JMTA'Cw* of your teeth 
and gums’’. A colourful, informative 1 

booklet on dental care. Please write ■ 
with 20 P. stamps for postage, to: I 

Fortran's Dental Advisory Bureau. I 

Post Bag No. 11463, Dept. T 148-179, * 
Bombay 400020 § 

Mention the language wanted. _ 



the tool 
created by a dentist 
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Harijan massacre in Tamil Nadu 

Yet another shocking variation on the same theme 


A YOUNG Harijan woman with 
well-rounded breasts went to 
the vegetable market in Viliupuram, 
160 kilometres from Madras in 
South Arcot district of Tamil Nadu. 
She was looking for some tomatoes 
to prepare lunch for her itinerant 
truck driver husband who was ex¬ 
pected home for lunch on Sundav, 
July 23. As she bent over the heap 
of tomatoes arranged in a pyramid 
by Kaliamoorthy a caste Hindu, in 
the local vegetable market, her bul¬ 
ging breasts, almost popping out of 
her tight blouse, sent shivers down 
his groin, and his hands reached for 
the inviting breasts. The matter 
should have ended there for Hari- 
jans are not expected to protest 
when caste Hindus take such liber¬ 
ties with their women. After all. 
what are they but playthings in their 
masters' homes? 

When the young woman narrated 
this market incident to her husband 
Sukumai, he kept quiet. His heart 
was not in the tomato curry his wife 
had lovingly prepared. He was rather 
morose and left his meal unfinished. 
His wife was upset and blamed it on 
the inadequacy of her culinary art. 
Her anticipation of a happy reunion 
turned out to be a day of brooding 
and introspection as her husband left 
suddenly, without even saying good¬ 
bye to her. 

The irate husband was not going 
to accept such indignity as a fact or 
life, least of all in Viliupuram. And 
he was not alone in entertaining 
such “radical" ideas. By a quirk of 
destiny, the deputy superintendent 
of police in town was a Harijan. So 
was the revenue divisional officer 
(RDO). as well as the superintendent 
of police in nearby CuddalorS, the 
district headquarters. The presence 
of their kith and kin in high places 
had given new hope, particularly to 
the younger generation of Harijans, 
who were not prepared to submit to 
the old order meekly as their elders 
had done for generations. Earlier in 
the month, a Harijan youth had 
slapped a bus conductor for rude 
behaviour, and got away with it. 

Encouraged by this new climate, 
the ^brooding truck driver collected 
a few spirited young men from Pe- 
riya (big) Colony, the main Hari- 
janwada of Viliupuram, and made 
a beeline for Kabamoorthy’s house 
and gave a good thrashing to the 
lecherous tomato vendor. Their un¬ 
spent fury was directed at the rest 
of the inmates, comprising Kalla- 


moorthy’s innocent wife and child¬ 
ren. 

Beating up of caste Hindus by 
“untouchables” is just not a done 
thing. The business community, 
which includes a sizeable chunk of 
Muslims, decided to teach them a 
lesson by observing a hartal on July 
24. 

The Harijans in Viliupuram are 
either coolies or rickshaw pullers. A 
workless day for them means star¬ 
vation for their families. The busi¬ 
ness community, in fact, threatened 
to extend the hartal indefinitely un¬ 
less the Harijans came on their ben¬ 
ded knees apologising for “defiling” 
Kaliamoorthy’s home. 

Alarmed by the turn of events, a 
conclave of Periya Colony elders on 
July 24 evening decided to pul a 
halt to the galloping events, lest 
their children starve. After a good 
deal of persuasion, they made the 
five young men who stormed Kalia¬ 
moorthy’s house the previous day 
surrender before the town police. 


After registering a case, the men 
were let off. 

r PHIS act of the police, in the 
1 opinion of the business commu¬ 
nity, was nothing but blasphemous* 
They felt that it was time they took 
the law in their own hands. And thus 
began a spree of killings, arson and 
looting. The first target was Ferfya^ 
Colony where over 500 dwellings 
were razed to the ground. The Hait¬ 
ians launched their counter-attack 
on the main market, the adjacent 
dry fish market considered to be 
the largest in Tamil Nadu, and the 
nearby timber depots. Shops on the 
main street, named after Mahatma 
Gandhi, were the scene of pitched 
battles. 

It is a sad reflection on society 
that all the dead, numbering 17, 
were Harijans. The “battle of Viliu¬ 
puram” was between the Harijans 
and the “rest” in which the "rest” 
had all the advantages, in terms ol 
men and resources. 
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' ' When Ms hoeae r mw» set on fitt, 
12-yeari4d Stkthi could only thtsfe 
of salvaging a cracker, a legacy from. 
last Diwali. Clutching it firs%. 4a. his 
bands, be ran for nis life front Pe- 
riya Colony. The townsmen, who ■ 
bad taken leave of their conscience, 
at least temporarily, caught held of 
him, tied ids hands and legs to a 
tree and boat him till he dropped 
dead. A 19-year-old Hariian youth, 
who went to the rescue or his kins¬ 
men in the nearby Anna Colony, was 
the victim of a tug-of-war. A rope was 
tied round his neck and was pulled 
by two groups until death claimed 
him. Two of the 17 bodies brought 
to the Viliupuram Government Hos¬ 
pital were charred, one a 20-year-old 
woman and the other, a 25-year-old 
man, apparently victims-of arson. 

Even as Viliupuram was burning, 
the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Mir 
M. G. Ramachandran, hero of dam¬ 
sels in distress on the silver screen, 
and his Cabinet colleagues, were 


busy wkh the MadUrai COrporatidn 
elections. Only after the victory 
celebrations on Thursday (July 27>, 
three days after the eruption of vio¬ 
lence, two of his Ministers visited 
the town, only to be told by. the 
aiigry business community that un¬ 
less the Harijan DSP and ADO were 
transferred/ normalcy would not re¬ 
turn to the troubled town. For a 
Ministry subscribing to the dictum, 
“if. you can’t beat them, join them," 
as it did on the day of the general 
strike on July 18 called in sympathy 
with the TVS workers on strike, it 
would not be surprising if these Hari¬ 
jan officials who had given self- 
respect to the community are trans¬ 
ferred or even suspended on charges 
of “dereliction of duty”, as made out 
by caste Hindus and Muslims. That 
would indeed be a> sad day in the 
march of progress of Harijans in 
India. 

A CORRESPONDENT 
Madras 


Vengal Rao quits politics 

Former CM takes opponents by surprise 

O N Saturday July 21 former Chief 
Minister of Andbre Pradesh, Mr 
Jalagam Vengal Rao, resigned from 
the State Legislative Assembly and 
announced his retirement from poli¬ 
tics. Charges levelled against him in 
the report of Vimadalai Commission, 
set up by the Centre to investigate 
charges of misuse of power by him 
prompted Mr Vengal Rao to termi¬ 
nate his four-decades-old political 
career. 

Soon after the commission's re- > ; Jgg|aa | 

port was published, the former Chief ; 

Minister obtained a copy from the 

office of United News of India in 'weSiiL: 

S rderabad. Though he disagreed 
th the findings, he promptly wrote MBgSMr . 

a cryptic letter to the Speaker of KHBr vreB 

Andhra Pradesh Vidhan Sabha, vaca- £>£'•*. 
ting his seat The Vimadalai panel ;• 

held that Mr Vengal Rao went out „ , _ . . .... 

of his way to accord u “royal? 3 vH- Penpal Rao: goodbye to politic* 

come to Mr Sanjay Gandhi when 1 1 " o" - " 

the former Prime Minister’s son setting up the probe. Political « 

visited the State in December, 1976. vers here say "hat Jr Vengal 

The former Chief Minister was also decision to quit -ha-, taken the 

held guilty of misusing official nfachi- out of bis opponents’ sails, 

aery to curry favour with Mrs Indira. 



Mr Vengal Kao’s swift move has 
given Mm the aura of a hero, if not 
a martyr. Many .have hailed his 
decision as exemplary. An observer 
smtU “Mr Rao has set a healthy pre¬ 
cedent in the State’s Millies ty res¬ 
pecting die findings Of * commission 
of an Inguityi" 

of poKtidens visited Mr 
to oo£.f?stulate him on 
They included leaders 
; Par@, whose meao- 
lo the Rvii of Mlnister^w ■ 

0 *S\ was li^SSStal ta 


me Congress In tbe 1977 Lok Sabha 
polls. 

Mr Vengal Rao started his poli¬ 
tical career es a village Sarpanch. 
He . was the president of Khsnunam* 
tiUa parisbad for a number of year*. 
He became a Minister in Mr Sram- 
hananda Reddi’* Cabinet in 1968. He 
represented bis home constituency-— 


setting up the probe. Political obser¬ 
vers here say "hat Jr Vengal Rao’s 
decision to quit ha?, taken the wind 
out of bis opponents’ sails. 

Mr Vengal Rao is sore that the 
Centre decided to set up the com- 
mission during his tenure as the 
Chief Minister without consulting 
the State .Government. -When this 
correspondent met ' Mm soon after 
be •" ■ ettB«aJS«ad ■■ his retirement, Mr 
Vengal .Rao said that there was 
nothing in the inquiry report to sug¬ 
gest, that he had done anything for 
oh personal gain. An inquiry with¬ 
out- establishing a prima fade case 
was soHtically motivated, he said. 
There were no traces of anger or 
■ b m p m eia in the former CM’s face 
/: HM|lgbe;;has been unhappy *t flte 
tara M events tance the^ dsfeat of 


Sattupalli— in the State Assembly. 

He became the Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh in tbe belpit #f ne 
Andhra-Telengana agitation in 1972. 
He was a close associate at Mrs 
Gandhi in those days. Even bis cri¬ 
tics give him credit for handling the 
situation with tact and thereby. aav- 
ing the Telugu-speaking State fr«» 
disintegration. His five years as the 
CM were marked by a spurt in the 
developmental activities m Andhra 
Pradesh. Mr Vengal Rao proved 
that to be an administrator of high 
ordfer it was not necessary to be on 
academician or be endowed with 
great charisma. 

In his youth Mr Vengal Rao was 

£ led by the Nizam’s regime. He 
s been a sworn anti-communist 
throughout Ms political career—he 
admitted this to me when he recall¬ 
ed with amusement his detention 
during the 1949 Telengana uprising 
on the grounds of being a Commu¬ 
nist sympathiser. He fights shy of 
political arguments and abhors those 
who talk of socialism ad nauseam. 
He feels socialists are Idle people 
who Eve off others. 

Mr Vengal Rao is still unhappy 
because of his parting of ways with 
Mrs Gandhi. He attributes his diffe¬ 
rences with the former Prime Mini* ' 
star to the mlsunderstat^lings crea¬ 
ted by the people around her- When 
Mrs Gandhi backed the candidature 
of Mr Brahmenanda Reddi for AICC 
presidentship in Mgy, 1977, Mr Ven- , 
gal Rao had supported Mr Siddar- 
tna Sankar Ray and sent In ms ? 
resignation from Chief Ministership 
to the Congress High Command 
after Mr Reddi’s victory. “When she 
wanted to make Reddi the Congress 
president 1 told her that she would 
be cheated”, Mr Vengal Rao be¬ 
moans now. Yet when the 
came in January this year, he stayed 
back in Mr Red®’* Party because, 
as he says, he does not believe in 
defections. He is not bitter With Mrs. 
Gandhi, though he does not approve 
of all her actions. “She had made, 
me the Chief Minister and sae .hid 
all confidence in me for a long time. 

I am only sorry that she listened to 
motivated stories which created bad 
blood”, Mr Vengal Rao said, 

Mr Vengal Rao's first love is 
agriculture, to which he intends JO 
devote himself now. He told me that 
he took to voracious reading after 
he was freed from the responsibili¬ 
ties of Chief Ministership. “1 have 
read, ten: volumes, on Saraar PatsK£. 
he told me proudly. “I greatly ad- 
mire toe Saraar", he adoed- More 
than Nehru? t asked. “Yes", aadd 
Jalagam Vengal Rao. 

D. SITARAM, Hyderabad 
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people who never overcharged 
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Trust Omron—the calculator 
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Dudhwallah 
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Put 2J heaped tablespoons of Amul Milk Powder into a 
1 litre tumbler. Stir into a smooth paste with a little warm 
water. Add hot water up to top and stir. Your child's glass of 
milk Is ready. (For detailed instructions sea tin). 
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Amul MHk Powder is ideal for tea and coffee. Make milk 
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Amul Milk Powder 

it's nke having a dairy in your home 
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Filling the 
'cola gap' 

A small bottler s big fizz 

W TH the on$et of the monsoon, 
the major soft drinks bottlers 
in the country have withdrawn from 
the battle-ground of the market and 
retired to their respective board- 
rooms to lick their wounds, gloat 
over their triumphs and chalk out 
their strategies for the future. The 
peak summer season of 1978 
witnessed a fierce struggle between 
about 20 large and small-scale cola 
manufacturers vying to fill the 
vacuum left by the exit of Coca- 
Cola. 

While the big three—Campa-Cola, 
Tbums-Up and ‘77’—used every stunt 
in the book in the ruthless gajne of 
one-upmanship, for many of the 
newly-launched small-scale bottling 
plants it was a time to learn how 
to survive. And survival in the 
soft drinks context isn’t just a case 
of breaking even financially. Doing 
too well could prove equally dis¬ 
astrous for the small bottler; he 
would then be muscled out by one 
of the giants through the simple 
technique of choking off his supply 
of bottles. At least one small 
bottler who made -his mark in the 
market this summer was squeezed 
dry and eventually bought over by 
one of the big league manufacturers. 

There are, however, a few small- 
scale new entrants who have jumped 
on the cola bandwagon and have not 
merely made a modest profit but 
also maintained enough of a low 
profile to be ignored by the “big 
fish". One such enterprise is the 
Pep Bottling Company which 
entered the arena in January this 
year • and did well enough to 
embolden its owners to think in 
terms of selling franchise for bottl¬ 
ing Pep Cola and Orangeade in 
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and 
Bajasthan. franchise deals havo. 
already been clinched with bottlers 
in Muzaffarnagar and Boorkee and 
negotiations are under way with in¬ 
terested parties in Karnal, Jaipur, 
Bareilly and Chandigarh. 

In the cold drinks business, 
building up a good product image 
is the only way of finding a place in 
the sun. Pep’s fast-talking; USA- 
trained managing partner, Mr Ashok 
Sol, has erected well-lit display 
panels- behind the snack bars of 
most of Delhi’s elite movie 
ball* and hired hoarding space in 
select areas In south Delhi. One of 
bis ad lines goes like this: "See no 
evil, bear no evil, drink no evil— 
drink Pep, it fills the col# prohibi¬ 
tion gap t 
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Are Co. deposits safe ? 


SUNI)A Y investigates a poor depositor s complaint 


TNDO-AMERICAN Electricals Limi- 
1 ted (IAE), which has its office at 
21, Old Court House Street, Calcutta, 
has nothing to do with the United 
States of America.. As one goes 
through the spotless glass door and 
reaches the reception desk in the 
visitors’ lounge, the view is dazzling: 
fluffy carpets and a profusion of red 
and gold motifs. Beyond this lies a 
row of slick cubicles where hali-a- 
duzen business executives sit and try 
to mollify impatient depositors who 
come by the score to claim their 
matured deposits. Only a fraction of 
these depositors are able to meet the 
men who matter. Most are uncere¬ 
moniously turned away by the lady 
at the reception desk or the unifor¬ 
med peon. 

Mr Baldev Lai Chugh, an ex- 
serviceman from Bangalore, penned 
down a sad story in a tetter to 
SUNDAY. He had made a fixed depo¬ 
sit (No 2361) worth Rs 1,000 an April 
11, 1974 with the company for three 
years. The deposit earned an interest 
rate of 13 per cent. The policy matu¬ 
red on April 11, 1977 but the com¬ 
pany neither refunded the money nor 
the interest earned on the principal, 
Mr Chugh claimed. Mr Chugh, who 
wanted the money for bis dependent 
sister’s mariiage. wrote some 30 re¬ 
minders to the company but to no 
purpose. 

When this correspondent reached 
the IAE office to investigate Mr 
Cbugb’s case, there were ho less 
than 1G disgruntted depositors wait¬ 
ing on the premises. Everybody wan¬ 
ted to meet Mr Paitho Pal Chow- 


dhury, secretary and finance manager 
if IAE. Mr Upendrahath Sen of 41 
B, Bararjee Para Street, Uttarpara, 
(near Calcutta) said that he had made 
a three-year fixed deposit worth Bs 
1,000 (FD 4087) on July 28, 1976 
with th% IAE. According to the terms 
of the policy, the company was to 
pay him interest every six months. 
When it failed to do so, Mr Sen 
approached the company, The replies 
given were never concrete. He would 
be told to wait in the lounge, then 
after some time a peon would inform 
him that Mr Pal Chowdhury was 
‘very busy”. “ "Come another day’ is 
the standard reply one receives at 
the IAE” lamented the bespectacled 
Mr Sen. 

Mr Chugh claims that he has not 
been paid He has received neither 
his principal nor hts interest due to 
him, There is not much that a de¬ 
positor in his situation can do when 
a company refuses to pay the depo¬ 
sits. If they complain to the police 
they are reminded that the case is 
outside the bounds of police juris¬ 
diction. The average depositor can¬ 
not go to a court of law even if he 
waflts to, because he cannot afford 
the money required for litigation. 
The only other alternative left is to 
file a complaint with the Reserve 
Bank of India or the Company Law 
Board in New Delhi. At the RBI or 
the CLB, the procedure is too long- 
winded end time-consuming Most 
depositors have little choice but to 
leave things to fate. 

SYED NISAR MEHDI ABOI, 
Calcutta 


Rs 3.5 lakhs turn into mud 

Faulty dam construction shatters Adivasis ' dreams 


TX) the adivasis of Sihava, a tribal 
A development block of Raipur 
district in Madhya Pradesh, the 
Kottha DOngari Dam was a godsend. 
It meant that they could lay ambi¬ 
tious plans for their khanf crops 
thanks to the extra 500 acres of 
land that the dam would irrigate. 
Drought was a receding fear that 
had caused many a furrowed brow 
In previous yeags. 

It was a fear, however, that 
became a reality once again when 
the dam was washed away in tho 
fifst week of July. Ironically 
enough, the very land that the dam 
was supposed to irrigate, was in- 
.stead inundated by the flood. 50 
acres of land were submerged when 
'23 feet of the earthen dam csllaps- 
«d suddenly, reducing the Ra. 35 


lakh project to mud. 

Although immediate round-the- 
clock work was started on repairs to 
the dam, the general intention Was 
to hide the facts from those in 
authority in Bhopal. However, the 
arrival of Mr Madhav Singh Dhruv, 
an Adivasi Parliamentary Secretary 
in the State Cabinet, put the whole 
affair in a different perspective. 

Mr Dhruv had contested the polls 
the previous year as a student and, 
found a seat in the Government only' 
this year. Despite the fact that he 
is regarded as non-interfering, there 
were objections—albeit unsuccessful 
—against his nomination on the 
grounds of his age, A group of 
Janata Party leaders of the Sihava 
area had told him at the dam 
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collapse and the subsequent efforts 
to hush up the proceedings. A 
heavy shower of rain did not deter 
him from his intended investigation 
and he reached the site of the 
breach along with a photographer. 
The weather was so had at the time 
that an attempt to use a flashlight 
with the camera proved futile. Mr 
Dhruv, after walking through knee- 
deep slush, found that repair work 
had already commenced. 

The irrigation department officials 
had several explanations but it was 
not at all difficult to conclude that 
the sluice gates of the dam had not 
been opened when the water level 
started rising. Only when the level 1 
had risen to an uncontrollable height 
were the gates opened but by then 
the damage had already been done. 
Fields had been converted into silt 
due to the 25-foot breach which has 
rendered the dam unserviceable, at 
least for the duration of this kharif 
season. 

Mr Madhav Singh Dhruv was not 
satisfied with what he saw during his 
inspection and asked labourers to 
dig up a part of the dam which was 


Intact. Instead of finding the type 
of powder earth which Is normally 
used in such a construction, all that 
was found was loose lumps. Labour¬ 
ers working on the dam voiced their 
grievances to Mr Dhruv, among 
which the most popular was that 
they were not paid their wages re¬ 
gularly, At the same time, some of 
the labourers told him about the 
reported collapse of the neighbour¬ 
ing Achoori Dam, six kilometres 
away. This dam was in its prelimi- 
. nary stages of construction and an 
attempt was made to persuade Mr 
Dhruv that the loss was negligible. 
He refused to be sidetracked and 
decided to visit the dam which is 
the only means of irrigation in the 
forest area. 

The approach to the site was 
unsuitable even for jeeps, but Mr 
Dhruv went on foot, accompanied by 
some officials and a group of Adivasi 
farmers. The Achoori Dam had 
suffered the same fate as its Konha 
Dongari counterpart. The nolo on 
which it was being constructed had 
been prematurely blocked off and 
the first showers of the monsoon 
had reduced the dam and the fields 


around to mud. 

Mr Dhruv immediately ordered 
the attachment of the office of the 
SDO and the overseer iq charge of 
the Konha Dongari Dam and has 
directed the superintending engineer 
to probe into the affair. It will 
certainly cause a precedent if the 
Saklecha Government accepts his 
suggestions to make good the losses 
incurred by the farmers, officials 
and the state exchequer, which is 
estimated at Rs one lakh. 

When Madhya Pradesh’s Minister 
for PWD (Roads and Buildings), Mr 
Jabbar Singh, transferred 700 PWD 
officials—most of them overseers— 
several of them approached him to 
cancel their postings. However, he 
turned each one down on the 
grounds that every overseer and 
most of the officers were sleeping 
partners in the Government jobs 
carried out by contractors. The 
same rules may be applied in this 
scandal as well—who can say how 
long the other earth dams of 
Madhya Pradesh will survive? 

M. V. KHER, Raipur 
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VVe begin here serialisation of the epic 20th Century 
Fox film "Star Wars" which has broken all 
f>ox-office records. The film stars Mark Hamill, 
Carrie Fisher and Peter Cushing and is written and 
directed by George Lucus. In 1977, "Star Wars"won 
seven Academy Awards for best visual effects, 
original score, art direction, film editing, costume 
designs, sound and a special award for its vivid 
depiction of alien forms and robots. 


IT all happened in an unknown 
*'■ galaxy thousands of light years 
from earth. The worlds were 
'uniquely different from our own— 
and yet it was a world which had its 
heroes and its villains, a world in 
which people fell in love and where 
goodness strove valiantly to triumph 
over evil. 

Perhaps Ben Kenobi understood 
more than anyone else jqst what sort 
of world it was. There was no evil 
in this gentle man. But did he win 
in his lifelong struggle against the 
Cvilness of that day? Luke Skywalker 
would say he did and so, probably, 
would that brash but bold young 
captain, Han Solo. Certainly Princess 
Leia had no doubt in her mind that, 
despite everything, Ben iKenobi 
triumphed in the end. 


with enough power to destroy an 
entire planet. 

The brave and beautiful Princess 
Leia was custodian of the stolen 
plans and she knew so much depend 
ed on her succeeding in getting them 
back to her home. Of course she 
knew the journey would not be with¬ 
out dangers; the Empire’s agents 
were in hot pursuit as she and her 
friends made their way back in her 
starship. 

"I can save my people,” she kept 
saying to herself. ‘‘More than that 
—I can restore freedom to the 
galaxy." 

Around her ship many planets 
within the galaxy could be seen. 
Huge, luminous balls stretching to 
eternity. Below the ship one planet 
loomed closer than the others — Al- 


by lasers from the chasing spaceship 
manned by the Empire's agents. Fire 
burst out in one of the long corridors 
within the ship and the two robots 
were thrown off balance as they 
wandered helplessly around by steel- 
lined passages. Around them, rebel 
troops prepared for the attack which 
they now knew would come. 

“They’ve shut down the main 
reactor,” gasped Threepio. “This is 
madness. We’re doomed.” As more 
lasers struck the ship, other rebels 
gathered for the expected attack. 
‘'There'll be no escape for the 
princess this time,” Threepio groaned. 

As he said it a smaller ship landed 
on the underside of the rebel’s craft 
and dozens of the Empire’s men 
spilled out armed with space guns. 
They made for the main door to the 
larger ship and soon flashing lights 
and explosions blazed across space 
as an assault was made. Laser guns 
flashed and more explosions rocked 
the ship as the main door was torn 
down and troopers in white with 
masks over their faces poured into 
the ship headed by Darth Vader. 

As the Empire’s men took over 
the ship, killing many of the rebel 
soldiers, ArtooDctoo and Threepio 
fled along the corridors. As they 
made their way. Princess Leia 
spotted them. Swiftly and silently 
she made after them, trying to avoid 
being spotted by her enemies. Luck 
was with her as she approached 
Artoo-Detoo and placed a card into 
the opening on the robot’s head. 
Lights flashed on the robot’s dome 
nnd he beeped furiously. It was as 
if, like n human, he realised the 
importance of the message he had 
received. 

Meanwhile, one of the rebel 

soldiers was captured by the deadly 
Vader. With hands of steel, he 
gripped the rebel by the neck. 

“Where are those transmissions 
you intercepted?” he demanded. 

“What have you done with those 
plans?” 

“We intercepted no transmissions,” 
gasped the rebeL “This is a Con¬ 

sular ship. We’re on a diplomatic 
mission.” 

Vader was too clever for him. 


It was a period of civil war. Rebel 
spaceships, striking from a distant, 
hidden base, had won their first 
victory against the evil Galactic 
Empire, an empire which boasted 
such monsters as Grand Moff Tarkin, 
the wicked governor of the Imperial 
Outland regions, and Lord Darth 
Vader, the malevolent Dark Lord of 
the Sith. 

The rebels were quite willing to 
jay down their lives in their battle 
against the Galactic Empire and, 
indeed, many had done so. In the 
recent battle they had, however, 
managed to steal secret plans to the 
Empire’s ultimate weapon, the Death 
'Star—an armoured space station 
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dcraan. Princess Leia’s home. 

Aboard Leia's starship—-and well 
aware of the danger they were in 
—were two vital ‘characters’ in our 
story: See-Threepio (C3PO) and 

Artoo-Detoo (R2-D2), two lovable 
robots. See-Thrcepio, wilh the app¬ 
earance of a metal map, was an 
intelligent robot who spoke much 
the same as an ordinary human, but 
Artoo-Detoo was shaped like a dome, 
had many lights which flashed when 
he got excited, and spoke in a series 
of beeps which only his friend, 
Threepio, could understand. 

As the ship made its way home, 
it suddenly rocked as it vyas struck 


“If this is a Consular ship, where 
i$ the Ambassador?" he demanded. 

The man in his grips sobbed in 
pain as the pressure on his throat 
increased. Then, with tremendous 
strength, Vader picked him up by 
the neck and squeezed the last 
breath out of him, flinging him dead 
against the walls of the ship like a 
small toy. 

“Commander," he shouted to one 
of his men, “tear this ship apart. I 
wartt those plans—and bring me the 
passengers. I want them alive.*’ 

Methodically, 'Vadcr'K -men scotch* . 
ed every inch of the ship, th*3r; 








did, little robots scattered in fear, 
trying to avoid the blazing guns. 
Princess Leia knew it would only b« 
a matter of time before they found 
her. 

In another part of the ship, 
Threepio . was getting more and 
more puzzled by the excitement of 
his friend. 

"Stop bleeping," he snapped 
“What’s all this about a secret 
mission. Plans, you say. What plans? 
What are you talking about?” 

Soon it became obvious to Threepio 
that Artoo-Detoo wanted him to 
follow him through a door of the 
ship and into another chamber. 

“Hey, you’re not permitted in 
there,” warned Threepio. “You’ll 
be deactivated for sure." 

Even so, he followed the smaller 
robot and climbed into a capsule 
with him. Soon the capsule was 
launched into the galaxy. 

“Hold your fire,” ordered one of 
the Imperial’s men who had spotted 
the small ship take flight. “There’s 
no life forms. It must have short- 
circuited.” 

As the two robots made their 
^ escape, Princess Leia was finally 
captured and taken to Darth Vader. 

"Only you could be s<£ bold,” said 
Leia scornfully and showing no fear. 
“The Imperial Centre will not sit 
still for this! When they hear you've 
attacked a diplomatic ship...” 

"Don't act so surprised," replied 
Vader. “You weren't on any mercy 
mission. Several transmissions were 
beamed to this ship by rebel spies. 

I want to know what happened to 
i>Jthe plans they sent you.” 

“I don’t know what you are talking 
about,’’ said the Princess defiantly. 
“I’m a member of the Imperial 
Senate on a diplomatic mission to 
Alderaan.” 

“You are part of a rebel alliance,*', 
said Vader. "And a traitor! Take 
her away.” 

As Leia was hustled out of the 
chamber, one of Vader.’s command- 
i ers came up to him. 



Their conversation was interrupt¬ 
ed as trooper burst into the room. 

“Lord Vader the battle station 
plans arc not aboard this ship,” he 
said with some certainty. “An 
escape pod was jettisoned during 
the fighting. But no life forms were 
aboard.” 

“She must have hidden the plans 
in the escape pod,” said Vader 
thoughtfully. “Send a detachment 
down to retrieve them. See to it 
personally. There’ll be no one to 
stop us this time." 


T HE escape pod carrying Threepio 
and Artoo-Detoo landed in a 
vasi terrain similar to a desert, 
Threepio looked around him and 
was dismayed. 

"What a desolate place this is,” 
he said.. 

To rrpl^, Atroo-Detoo beeped and 
various tights oh his dome flashed. 


“A transport,” he said delighted¬ 
ly. ‘I’m saved. Over here! Help, 
please help!” 

Meanwhile, as Artoo-Detoo made 
his way across the rocky terrain, he 
did not realise he was being watch¬ 
ed. From dark caves to one side of 
the desert, yellow eyes peered from 
the darkness. Then, quite suddenly, 
dozens of black cloaked creatures 
emerged. from the cavo9. Artoo- 
Detoo beeped with fear as they came 
towards him and one raised a 
strange looking gun. The gun fired 
and struck the little robot, shorten¬ 
ing his mechanism and causing him 
much pain. 

The little robot struggled to keep 
going but the effect of the shot 
was too much tor him. He popped a 
few times, his dome stopped spinn¬ 
ing, the lights faded and he fell 
forward as if dead. The Jawas—for 
that is what these hooded creature* 
were called—had struck. 

Artoo-Detoo and Threepio—both 
prisoners of the Jawas—were re¬ 
united aboard the sandcrawler, a 
vast machine with a large area in 


“Holding her is dangerous," be "What makes you think there are the centre in which various robots, 
said quietly. "If word of this gets settlements over there," said Three- most lifeless, were strewn about 

out, It could generate sympathy for pio in reply. Having got Artoo-Detoo aboard, the 

the rebellion in the Senate/’ Jawas plugged him to an electrical 

Artoo-Detoo beeped again. circuit to energize him. 

Vader was pot impressed by . 

argument. “Don’t get technical with me,” Threepio was delighted to see hn 

snapped Threepio. “What mission friend but very frightened of what 

“I have traced the rebel spies to are you talking about? I’ve just lmd the future might hold for them in 

her," he replied. "Now she is my enough of you. If you want to go the hands of these strange creator- 

only link to finding their secret base. that way then go. You’ll be nialfunc- es. 

tioning within a day, you short- 

“She'll die before she’ll tell you sighted sorry pile. And don’t let nip Although at one stage Threepio 
anything,” insisted the commander, catch you following me, begging for feared that they might be melted 

“f-eavethafeto^ help-*you won’t get it," down, it soon became obvious that the 

•'."Send aifcstress signal and , then ' Jawes collected stray robots which 

^v^ - At that moment, Threepio spot- they repaired and then sold for What- 
Ifijs* fciHeiL’ \,.V. • ted a sandcrawler on a distant dune, ever price they could get. And it so. 
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happened that on this particular day 
■ a young and handsome man 

; called Luke Skywaiker, along with 
f bis uncle, Owen, came to inspect 
What was available. 

The Jawa leader showed Lake 
various robots and the intelligent 
young man looked them over with a 
critical e.ve, - At first Luke was most 
interested in a red robot but then 
he spotted Threepio. He Went over 
to him. 

• “You,” he said, pointing at Three¬ 
pio. “I suppose you are program¬ 
med for etiquette and protocol?’* 

“Protocol?” replied Threepio. 
“Why, it’s my primary function, sir 
I am well versed id all customs.” 

"I have no need for a protocol 
droid.” said Owen. 

“Of course, you haven’t, sir,’’ 
said Threepio. “Not in an environ¬ 
ment such as this. That, is Why 1 
have been programmed ... ...” 

“What I really need,” interrupted 
Owen, “is a droid who understands 
the binary language of Moisture 
Vaporators.” 

“Vaporators, sir,” replied Three¬ 
pio. “My first job was programming 
binary load lifters, very similar to 
your vaporators in most respects.’’ 

"Cao you speak Bocce?” asked 
Owen showing, interest. 

“Of course I can,” said Threepio. 
“I'm fluent in Bocce.” 

Owen pointed to Threepio and 
Artoo-Detoo. 

“Take these two over to the 
garage/’ he said to Luke. “I want 
them cleaned up before dinner.” 

“But I was going to Toshi Sta¬ 
tion to pick up some power conver-, 
tei-s” said Luke with some 
disappointment. 


“You can waste your time with 
your friends when your chores are 
done,” insisted his unde. 

As they were cleaned up, Luke 
and Threepio struck up a friendship. 
Threepio soon learned that the 
young man was frustrated and bored 
with his life on the planet. 

“We've seen quite a lot of action, 
sir," said Threepio when Luke re¬ 
marked on the carbon scoring on 
his body. “What with the rebellion 
and all.” 

“You know of the rebellion 
against the Empire?” asked Luke. 

“That’s how we came to be in 
your service," explained Threepio. 

. \ - , . 

While Luke was repairing some 
damage to Arlo-Detoo something 
strange happened, A short from the 
robot knocked the boy off his feet 
and suddenly a small, misty figure 
was projected from Artoo-Detoo ... 
the figure of Princess Lefa, 


“Help me. Obi-wan Kenobi,” 
pleaded the figure in a breathless f 
voice. “You’re my only hope.” 

“What’s this?” asked Luke amaz¬ 
ed. 

Threepio questioned Artoo-Detoo. „ 

“It’s not Important,” he told 
Luke. “Merely a malfunction. Old 
data.” 

But Luke was bewitched by the 
figure of the girl with her dark hair 
and fine complexion. 

“Who is she? She’s beautiful.” 

“I'm afraid I’m not sure, sir,” re¬ 
plied Threepio. “I think she was a 
passenger on our last voyage. A 
person of some importance, 1 be¬ 
lieve.” 

As they spoke, the figure repeat¬ 
ed again and again the same words: 
"Help me Obi-wan Kenobi. Ybu’re 
my only Hope.” 

“Is there any more to this mess¬ 
age? . asked Luke. 

.Threepio questioned the robot. 

■i '• •'*, 

“He says he’s property of Obi-wan , ; 
Kenobi,” said Threepio. 

"He’s a resident of these parts 
and it’s a private message for him. 

“I wonder if he means old Ben 
Kenobi,” said Luke thoughtfully. 

“He lives out beyond the dune sea. 
He’s supposed to be just a crazy ,t\ 
old roan.” 

it was while Luke went to tell his 
uncle Of the strange message that 
came froth the robot that Artoo- 
fhJt .) disappeared. Luke was furi- 
OUS but he knew it would,be unwise 
to go in search of the robot until 
the next morning. 

To to CMthfnMb 
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You don't have to choose between 
an oily hair style... 



Now you can get today’s "no-oil" hair style and more... 
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Dr Bendangtosht: mammoth wed¬ 
ding reception for 5,000 people 


{ t certainly was a mammoth affair. 

Prior to the wedding, 5,000 invita¬ 
tions had been distributed by the 
groom’s mother. Nobody can pos¬ 
sibly say that Nagaland’s Minister 
for Medical, Public Health and 
Family Welfare, Dr Btendangtoshi, 
was not married in style. The wed¬ 
ding took place on July 26. in Moko- 
chung Aongla, the 22-ycnr-old 
bride, is the daughter of Mr Nok- 
sang Ao and the niece of Dr T. Ao. 
The latter was Independent India’s 
first football captain who led the 
Olympic team in 1948. Dr Bendang- 
toshi, who is himself a qualified 
medical practitioner, is the eldest 
son of the late Dr Imkongliba, the 
leader of the Naga delegation that 
signed the 16-Point Agreement whir 
the Government of India in 1960. 
Dr Bendangtosbi ha? been following 
in the steps of his father, whom 
Pandit Nehru described as the foun¬ 
der of Nagaland and a great pat¬ 
riot The young Minister is an in¬ 
fluential youth leader and a great 
political force. After qualifying 
from the Jabalpur Medical College, 
he served with the Indian Air Force 
for a number of years. 


A S it is, the world of Indian sport 
is in a miserable condition. To 
add to our problems, our star ath¬ 
lete T. C. Yohannan [ThiadathuvMa 
Chandra Pillai Yohannan, to give him 
his full name) seems to be out of 
action for an indefinite period which 
every sports fan hopes will not prove 
permanent. The man who has been 
representing India since 1971 in 
various international arenas disloca¬ 
ted his kneecap while practising at 
at Patiala training camp. An Arjuna 
Award winner in 1974. Yohannan 
inds himself pitted against all kinds 
af odds.' The reaction of the AFA 
(Amateur Athletics Federation) offi¬ 
cials has been remarkably casual — 
in fact, the only official who visited 
Yohannan was Mr Buta Singh who. 


the athlete recalls, said “You get all 
right. If you need any help I’ll give 
It to you." But, reports Onkar 
Singh, Yohannan said “He did not 
offer any financial assistance. As 
far as I know nothing has been done 
about it. Telco, my employers, are 
paying all the expenses incurred. 

My general manager was kind 
enough to write to me and assure 
me not to worry about money. I 
feel very sad. I definitely deserve 
much better treatment than is be¬ 
ing meted out to me. I have won 
about 10 gold medals for India in 
the face of stiS competition, besides 
the national records that I hold. Yet 
I am getting this shabby treatment. 
But for my employers 1 don’t know 
if I would have been able to afford 
these medical expenses. The AFA 
officials can do the needful if they 
really feel inclined to do so but 
someone bas to be there to push my 
case before anything is really done.’ 
When asked how he had sustained 
the injury, he answered “Probably 1 


misbalanced myself and fell down. 
I run about 40 to 50 yards before 
taking a jump. A nail of my jump¬ 
ing spikes was bent and it was pro¬ 
bably due to that bent nail that 1 
miscalculated mv steps in the final 
run-up. Though I cannot say for sure 
that this is the primary reason for 
my injury it is certainly one of the 
many reasons for my present state. 
I sustained the injury at about 5.30 
in the evening and it took us about 
45 minutes to reach Rajendra Hospi¬ 
tal. By the time Suresh Babu and 
I arrived, all the doctors had left. 
We had to go to the residence of 
Dr Mittal. He gave me some pres¬ 
criptions and asked me to get an 
X-ray done. His attitude was most 
casual and he left for Chandigarh 
that day, leaving me to my fate. I 
think the Government of India 
should provide free medical treat¬ 
ment in cases like mine and also 
give us financial assistance. How¬ 
ever. I am hopeful that I’ll be able 
to get back in action and represent 
my country.” 
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this india 


prize rs. 30 for the entry given first 


A RAILWAY engine, parked in the 
Kalyani loco shed recently vanished. The 
railway authorities have ordered « 
(borough probe —Current (B. Mabanta. 
Jorhat) 

NO LICENCE fee will be charged for 
radios owned by persons who are blind 
or “technically blind”, according to a 
decision taken by the Ministry of Infor¬ 
mation and Broadcasting —The Statesman 
(Pranab K. Ghosh, Calcutta! 

KANCHEEPURAM: A wedding-eve binge 
has cost a bridegroom his bride. Finding 
the boy returning to the marriage house 
late in the night after a spree, the girl 
flatly refused to marry him and a sub¬ 
stitute groom had to be found. The girl 
was particularly annoyed and angered at 
the groom's arrogant and insolent behavi¬ 
our while he was under the influence of 
liquor —Deccan Herald (G. R. Pratap 
Naidu. Hass an) 

NALBARt: The people of the locality 
are astonished at the decision of the 
Assam State Electricity Board to fill up 
the pond at the power house campus at 
a cost of Rs 2.5 lakhs. It may be point¬ 
ed out that as a result of filling up this 
pond, the ASEB will get only about four 
bighas of land, the market price of which 
would be about Rs 80,000 — Assam 
Tribune (Dhruba Nath. Dhekiayuli) 

NEW DELHI : A glass of water lying 
on a Minister’s table at his residence 
was found to be a breeding ground for 
mosquitoes. This was revealed by the 
NDMC president, Mr Omesh Saigal. When' 
asked who the Minister was, the presi¬ 
dent said that he was a “former Minis¬ 
ter”—Raj Narain. Mr Saigal also added 
that a team of NDMC officers had gone to 
the same Minister's residence and had 
found a glass of water that contained 
larvae National Herald (A. U. Khan, 
Jaipur) 

ALLAHABAD: Two 50-year-old bath¬ 
rooms in the Allahabad High Court are 
being converted into courtrooms to pro¬ 
vide space for the newly-appointed jud¬ 
ges. With the new increase in the num¬ 
ber of judges, lack of courtrooms be- 


without comment 


came the stumbling block in speedier 
disposal of cases — Times of India 
(Laxman Nihalchandanj, New Delhi) 


MANDYA : Mod! Ramanna, said to be 
a magician of Tarikere, and Gowramma, 
reportedly bis accomplice, were arrested 
here and handed over to the police for 
further investigation. Ramanna is 
alleged to have stolen jewellery worth 
Rs 6,000 from the house of one Ran- 
gappa at Tarikere. After impressing 
the famUy members of Rangappa with 
his so-called magic powers, be applied 
a black ointment to the eyes of the 14- 
year-old daughter of the House. When 
the girl was found to be in a trance, 
he bolted from the house carrying with 
him all the family jewels — Deccan 
Herald (K. L. Ranganath Rao, Gorur) 


KANPUR : A dead principal of an In¬ 
termediate college has been asked by 
the office of the district inspector of 
schools to immediately withdraw his 
pension amount otherwise the same 
would be deposited in the treasury — 
Northern India Paprika (B. N. Ganguli, 
Varanasi) 

AURANGABAD. Mr B. Y. Kulkarni, local 
Cong. (1) president was arrested under 
the Untouchability Act and later releas¬ 
ed on bail by a judicial magistrate. The 
charge sheet said that he bad objected 
to and obstructed Mr T. B. Suryavanshi, 
then Tehsiidar of Ambad who belonged 
to a backward class, when the latter had 
wanted to perform puja at the Matsio- 
dari Temple — Tones of India (B. D. 
Mucbandlmath) 


MADRAS : Over 3,000 bags out of 
11,000 bags of Punjab wheat unloaded 
from 46 wagons at the Royapuram goods 
shed have been found in a damaged 
condition due to exposure to moisture. 
The wheat in many of the bags has 
sprouted and in a number of others it 
has been found in a caked condition. 
The consignments have been sent to .the 
Food Corporation of India by the Punjab 
Civil Supplies Corporation on the Govern¬ 
ment of India account — Times of India 
(S. Karaala Kannan, Madras; 


THE SHARAD PAWAR episode is nei¬ 
ther a case of pure defection nor revolt. 

, It epitomises the present day realities 
of Indian politics — Nlkhil Chakravartty 
in Mainstream. 

THE R.S.S. on the religious ground and 
the Indira-Sanjay axis on political ground 
are further cultivating fascist tendencies 
in t|e country — Priya Ranjan Das 
MunsOi. 

THERE ARE elements in the Janata 
Party who find it difficult to give up 


their own posture on a series of pet 
foibles like prohibition, and yet others 
who .have accepted Gandhlii’s pro¬ 
grammes without studying their rele¬ 
vance—Piloo Mody. 

I NEVER did (smuggling), who says so ? 
—Haji Mastan Mirza quoted in India 
Today. 


I THINK be (Morarji Desai) had ana¬ 
lysed a woman very well — Mrs Maya 
Ray. 


humour in real life 



WHILE I stood in the queue at a 
booking counter of a cinema hall, 
I heard a commotion in front or 
me. On investigation, I found 
out that it was caused by a group 
of villagers who were clamouring 
for a discount because they had 
bought eight tickets together — 
Mani Saha, Calcutta 



DURING A TRAIN journev, the 
high spirits of my friends did not 
amuse a Punjabi gentleman who 
shared our compartment. When 
we stopped at a station and he 
got off to take walk, we decided 
to teach him a lesson bv eating a 
bunch of grapes that lay on his 
seat. After we had done so, we 
woke up the only other occupant 
of the compartment and beseeched 
him not to tell our victim that 
we had eaten his grapes. Our 
sleepy fellow-passenger groaned 
and explained that the grapes 
were his and not the property of 
the Punjabi gentleman — Rabin¬ 
dranath Ghosh, Kharagpur 

MY NEIGHBOUR'S child swal¬ 
lowed some poison by mistake 
and was hastily admitted to hospi¬ 
tal. After frantic efforts on the 
part of the doctors, it was an¬ 
nounced that the child was out 
of danger. “Thank goodness my 
child Is safe”, exclaimed the 
mother with relief. But the doc¬ 
tor had the last word : “Thank 
goodness the poison was adultera¬ 
ted* — Durgaprasad Rant, Bans- 
pur 
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a word or two 


stranger, as we were tilling you, than fiction 



J UST like paper tigers, there are 
a lot of dictionary bulls. A 
papal bull, for instance, is really 
a decree or edict from the Pope. 
The Latin word bulla means a 
round object. It was thus applied 
to an official seal, and hence to 
a document bearing such a seal. 
The name for male cattle comes 
from a different source altoge¬ 
ther — Teutonic, not Latin. 

Different again, of unknown 
origin, is bull meaning a laugh¬ 
ably selfi-contradictory statement, 
it is sometimes thought to be a 
specially Irish trait. “If you see 
three cows sitting in a field, and 
one of them is standing up, that’s 
an Irish bull.’’ But in fact, bulls 
were known long before anyone 
ascribed them to Irishmen. 



The bull on the stock exchange 
really takes its name from the 
animal. To bull in stock is to 
speculate in the hope that prices 
will rise; to bear, on the other 
hand, is to hope they will fall. 
The latter is really the earlier 
term. It originates in a piece of 
trapper’s slang — "To sell the 
bearskin before one has caught 
the bear.” That, metaphorically, 
is just what such speculators do. 
They, promise to sell stock at a 
certain price at a future date, 
hoping that in the meantime 
prices will fall; allowing them to 
make a profit. 

WORDSPINNER 


IUu«f»|ion«/Aht Bhusan MahV 


A BUSE comes in different forms. But 
when men of letters start hurling 
slander at one another, literature gets a 
new sparkle and words get a new mean¬ 
ing. Authors are convinced that for 
economy and subtlety there is nothing 
like abuse. In some examples, we dis¬ 
cover the hand of a genius, while in 
others there is a good deal of boastful¬ 
ness. 

It is natural for a literary artist to 
view the creations of his fellow men 
with a degree of envy and jealousy. As 
a matter of fact, they are ever willing 
to venture a nasty opinion on their con¬ 
temporaries and their works. 

Quarrels among authors were as fre- 
uent in indent times as they are to- 
ay. But why do authors fight among 
themselves ? It was Aristotle who said 
that poets, like potters, hate one an¬ 
other. By “poets" he evidently meant 
authors in general. But when a potter 
fights his comrade and bruises him. the 
wound heals in time without publicity. 
In the case of authors, both tile parties 
being themselves writers, the incidents 
become part of literature and provide 
interesting reading. 

Thomas Carlyle was the best example 
of a literary hater, an expert in the art 
of abuse. He did not- like the writing 
of Charles Lamb, whom he labelled 
“insane” because, according to him, his 
work lacked depth and knowledge. He 
also observed that Macaulay was a “poor 
creature” with his dictionary literature 
and erudition. 

We, in this age, smile rather at epi¬ 
thets employed by Carlyle describing his 
contemporaries. He censured Glade- 
stone by calling him “one of the con- 
temptfbfest whom men ever look on". 
On Herbert Spencer be dropped the big¬ 
gest brick-bat: that he was “the most 
unending ass in Christendon". 

Perhaps nobody employed literary in¬ 
centive and abuse more aesthetically 
and with greater effect than Dr Johnson. 
He called Fielding a “blockhead” and a 
“barren rascal”. Swift he denounced in 
unequivocal terms. His most notable 
piece of incentive involved Sterne. In a 


deprecatory tone he wrote : “When 
once you have thought of big men and; 
little men, it is easy to do all the rest'*? 

Tolstoy judged literature from the 
point of view of human welfare. He 
complained against the Odyssey, because? 
of its absence of any moral idea. He? 
regarded Uncle Tom ’a Cabin as a great? 
work of art, but he was of the view thatg 
not even a single poem of Les Fleur d#| 
Mai could be understood and appreciated 
with great efforts. 

Lord Byron was another master in the 
art of slander. In his attack on men. 
he was never detached. About Words 
worth, he writes : 

“A drowzy frowsy poem called ‘The 
Excursion’ 

Writ in a manner which is my aver . 
sion." 


The quarrel between Tolstoy and Tu 
genev is well known to students of lib 
rature — Tolstoy was so excited that b 
challen ged Turgenev for a duel. He wi 
determined to fight to death but ti 
timidity of Turgenev averted a shot 
down. 

No other author in our century di 
played a fighting spirit as did Erne 
Hemingway. After Hemingway publis 
ed some novels, Max Eastman, his frien 
reviewed them by pointing out that tbei 
was an unnatural boasting about man 
power, which was used as a ruse 
cover some weakness in himsef ■■■ 
Hemingway became excited after rea 
ing the criticism but for nearly foi 
years, the two friends did not me< 
One day, Hemingway came face to f* 
with Eastman, when he visited Chari 
Scribners fc Sons, the publishers. Wi 
him was the literary adviser of Stri 
iters. Maxwell Perkins. Hemingwi 
flew into a rage, and fell upon at Mi 
Eastman. Both of them struggled wi 
eadh other. 

With great difficulty did Perkins se|; 
rate them, to Eastmans relief. 
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On the newstands now! 



New, action-packed sports weekly 



New! Big, newsy size packed with 
32 pages of exciting reading. 

New! Action pictures and por¬ 
traits in full colour-as no other 
sports journal can give. 

New! Contributions from out¬ 
standing commentators: Jack 
Fingleton, Robin Marlar, Brian 
Glanville, John Ballantine, The 
Sportstar’s own Rajan Bala and 
Albert Fernando; and reproduc¬ 
tions from well-known sports 
magazines in the US and Europe. 

New! Wide international cover¬ 
age as never before. 

New! Regular coverage of all 
sports—cricket, football, hockey, 
tennis, table-tennis, badminton, 
swimming, golf, billiards, snooker. 

New! Nostalgic features on mem¬ 
orable sports events and per¬ 
sonalities. 

Plus stories, views, previews and 
interviews. 

From the people who gave you 
Sport & Pastime. 

For just Rs. 1-50! 


Subscribe now! 

Place your order today with 
your newsagent—or write 
to The Circulation Mana¬ 
ger, The Sportstar, Kasturi 
Buildings, Mount Road, 
Madras-600 002 for postal 
subscription. 

Subscription through 
newsagent 

Annual—Rs. 72 
Six months —. Rs. 37.50 

Postal Subscription 

Annual—Rs. 79 
Six months — Rs. 41.00 


The Sportstar- from the publishers of The Hindu 



VARIETY 


Sunday week 


Beginning August 13 

Thie week the Sun and Jupiter are conjoined in Cancer; Saturn and Mercury are in Lao; Rahu, Mars and the 
debilitated Venue are conjoined in Virgo. Uranus is In Ubra, Neptune alone is in Scorpio and Kethu is in Pisces 
The Moon will be moving through Sagittarius and Capricorn from Scorpio. 



AMES (March 21 — April 20) Despite the 
fact that you will be beset by certain unexpect¬ 
ed difficulties, you will surmount them 
successfully. You will have to draw on your 
own courage, resourcefulness and enterprise 
ae well as the help of women friends and strangers. Be 
wary and shrewd in all dealings with elders but proceed 
with all plana concerning children and young colleagues. 
Do not make hasty changes unless you consider the out¬ 
come. Health may possibly cause you some anxiety. 
Good dates: 13, 16 and 17. Lucky numbers: 5 and 10. 
Favourable directions: West and North. 



TAURUS (April 21 — May 22) Any success 
will depend entirely on your own 
actions. Avoid friends whose loyalties to you 
are questionable and be wary about heeding 
wrong advice. Do not indulge In speculation. 
Watch finances very carefully and taka care of your health, 
especially your nerves. Do not make any hasty decisions 
or actions. Postpone any changes and treat all matters 
on the family front with great care. Good dates: 18. 17, 
18 and 19. Lucky numbers: 4 and 7. Favourable direc¬ 
tion: East. 


GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) Avoid any actions 
that you might regret later. Exercise caution 
and discretion In all your affairs. Avoid legal 
matters and defer changes and haste In 
general. Peruse all correspondence carefully 
and tone up your nerves. Pay close attention to the advice 
of elders which may prove to be of help. Good dotes: 13, 
14 and 15. Lucky numbers: 1 and 10. Favourable direction:. 
West. 




CANCER (June 22 — July 22) Do not make 
any imprudent decisions or take any hasty 
actions singe these will only mar your chances 
of success. Eschew gambling and all dubious 
get-rleh-quick schemes. Conserve your re¬ 
sources. Good fortune comes your way but take care In 
all dealings especially it they involve , legal matters or 
Involvement with property or elders. Good dates: 16, 18 
and IB. Lucky numbers: 3 and 8 . Favourable directions: 
East and South. 


S LEO (July 22 — August 22) This week will 
bring you both sides of the wheel of fortune — 
good as well as bad. However, do not bring 
more difficulties upon yourself by either Impul¬ 
sive decisions or actions. Concentrate on busi¬ 
ness expansion, rather than on romance and pleasure. Do 
not be sffaid to adopt new methods In business but exer¬ 
cise ears in all dealings with matters Involving property 
and Inheritance. Good dates: 13, 14. 15 and 18. Lucky 
numbera: t and 9. Favou ra ble direction; South-east. 


VIRGO (August IS — .Septe mb er 22) This week 
wiB bring you better fortune*. Forge ahead in 
«ll matters, making the fullest use of favour¬ 
able Influences but beware of financial trickery 
on the pffl of people who might want to cheat 
TV- Do not be oaroieee Injnatters related to your busi- 
necs and profcesJon ^ keep e close watch on finances 



LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) Pleasant 
new friendships will come your way this week, 
as well as courtship and perhaps marriage as 
well. A measure of success and good fortune 
is promised to you but this period will be 
accompanied by unexpected delays and annoyances. Social 
affairs proceed on a more or leas normal key although 
medical expenditure la foreseen in your family. Good 
dates: 15, 16 and 17. Lucky numbera: 3 and 6 . Favourable 
di rect ion : North-west. 



^ 4 -^ 8CORPIO (October 23 — November 21) Use 
all your tact and discretion when deating with 
officials and elders. Avoid erratic decisions 
and actions, despite any provocation. Watch 
business. New friends make for success and 
happiness. Changes and travel are foreseen, while dealings 
with legal affairs and secret sources are favourable for you. 
Good dates: 13, 14, 15, 16 and 19. 

7. Favourable direction: West. 



Lucky numbers: 2 end 


8AGITTARIU8 (November 22 — December 22) 
Grasp every opportunity as it presents itself. 
Make changes only it really necessary and 
make a Journey If you get the chance. Avoid 
all matters dealing with speculation since they 
may lead to severe loss. Womenfolk generally prove to be 
helpful although some financial friction Is Indicated. Good 
dMas: 13, 18 and 17. Lucky numbera: 2 and 7. Favourable 
(BraeEon: West 



CAPRICORN (December 23 — January Mi) 
This week your fortunes maintain an even 
keel although health may need extra care. 
Success will depend largely on Important deci¬ 
sions that you will have to take. Secret plans 
progress apace and social activities proceed well. Do not 
be deterred by the opposition of an elder who my try to 
Interfere In your plans. Good dates 13, 16, 18 and 19. 
Lucky numbera: 1 and 4. Favourable direction: South. 




AQUARIU8 (January 21 — February 19) Happi¬ 
ness wilt be brought about by an Improvement 
In health, while pleasant new friendships are 
foreseen this week. An auspicious period on 
the whole, when domestic and social activities 
show a marked Improvement Do not hesitate to make 
changes. Take great care in business affairs and all deal¬ 
ings with others. A short Journey Is in the offing. Good 
dates: 15, 16 and 17. Lucky numbers: 3 and 5. Favourable 
direction: North-west. 



PISCES (February 20 — March 20) This week 
wilt bring some domestic upheavals as well as 
a Journey and the possibility of a change of 
place. Financial gains will improve your pros¬ 
pects, but circumspection and care are advo- 
In dealings with elders and members of the opposite 
Health should be guarded against Affairs within 
social and domestic circles proceed harmoniously. 
14, 16 and 17. Lucky numbera: 4 and 9. 
dfcrcetion: East. 


M B. RAMAN 
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bridge 


Poftton No. 3 
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Black to play h ow ahtmU A* gam* go? 


Continuation of Position No. 1 

This occurred in a game played in the US8R 
In 1976 between Smirnov and Rotstsin: r 2 r 
1 b k 1; 3 q p 2 p; 3 p p 1 p 1; f , kt 2 Kt 1; 2 
Kt30 1;BP4PI;P4PP1;2H3K1.. 

While won by 1. Kt—Kt6, Kt x Kt; a. R—B7. 
O x R; or 2 ..O-KI; 3. Q x P ch, K—R1; 4. 
R xP, Q x R; 5. B—KI2ch,Q-KI2;6. Kt—B7 
oh. K—Ktl; 7. Kt—R6 ch. K—R1; 8. Q—Kta 
mate. 

3. Q x P ch. K—KI2; after 3_, K—R1; 4. 

8—Kt2 ch. 8—Kt2; we get the wolf known 
smothered mate by 5. Kt—87 ch, K- -Ktl; 6. 
Kt—R6 db. ch, K—R1: 7. Q—KtB Ch. etc. 

4. B—Kt2 ch. K—R3; 2 Qr-PO ch. KxKt; 
6. P—B4 mate. 

The dub player’s library 

The latest addition to the library Is Aaeeee 
Your Chees Fast by Alberta O’Kelly da 
Gelway (228 p. paperback £2.95). tt 1$ oom- 
mendabiy without frtlla and it a trifle old- 
fashioned is none the worse for that In 13 
lessons’, according to the blurb ion the bock 
cover, you can Improve your ptay to master 
standard. I shall believe this when I sea It 

I am not all that fond of the pinchbeck 
title, but otherwise I think the Count has 
done well. Many games are annotated In 
depth and It would be a very stupid person 
Indeed who failed to gain profit from this 
work. 

It Is nice to see O'Kelty giving due weight 
to the magnificent technique of Capadanca 
In Chapter 12 (on Ideas). In this chapter too I 
found tha following highly entertaining 
game which was played in tha Studante 
Team Championship in 1962. 

White: Gufatd. Black: Kavatok 
Ruy-Lopex 


1. P—K4, P-K4; 2 Kt—KBS, Kt—083: 2 B 
Kt5, B—B4; 2 P—83. P—B4; 2 P—CW, 
P x KP; 2 Kt—KB 5 , B-KI3; 7, P—06, P—K6; 
2 Kt—K4, O—R5; 2 0-83, K»-B*; t2 
KtxKt ch. PxKt; 11. PxKt. PxP Oh; 12 
K—Q1. OP x P; 12 B—K2 B—K3:14. Q—R5 
ch. 0x0; 15. BxQch, K—K2, 1*. P—OKI3, 
B—04; 17. B—«3 ch. K—K3; 12 B—KM ch, 
P—64; 12 B-R3 K KR—KKtl; 22 K1-Q2, 
BxKKtP; 21. 8x8. RxB; 22 R—KB1, 
R—01; 33. K—K2, RxKt oh; 32 KxR! 
P—K5; 82 B—82 P-B6; 32 P—KM. 
R—Kt4; 37. B—-B6, RxB; 32 Pali, BxP; 
32 OR—Ktl, P—66; 32 R—KM. K—84; 21. 
R—84, 8xR; 32 P*R. K—BS; 32 RxP, 
P-K8 Oh; 12 K—4(1, PxR oh; White 
rssigna. 


MARRY QOLOMBEK 


RIPOHTINQ this deal from a hast of the 
PhHIp Morris Cup In Hungary, a Romanian 
writer Mamas Waat tor allowing South to 
maka his contract of Pour Hearts doubled. I 
Stink moet people would agree that East 
should taka tha Marne In an approximate 
ratio of 99 to 11 


Dealer. West. Qame all 


A A Q 10 7 
tf 5 

♦ 0964 
4 KJ83 

AKJ8532 

» 4 

♦ J 6 2 
4054 


W E 
8 


A 94 

* K J 9 2 

♦ A K 7 3 
A A 7 2 


A 6 

A A010S763 
A 10 8 
A 10 9 6 


South played In Pour Hearts doubled after 
West had opened a weak Two Spades. 

Waat led a spada and dummy's Queen 
held the first trick. Declarer discarded a 
diamond on A A. than finesasd tha 10 of 
hearts sucossstulty. Judging that the hearts 
were probably 21, he did not play another 
round ot trump* but led the 8 of clubs and 
put in dummy's 8. East won and the position 
was now: 


A 10 7 

* — 

♦ 0984 

A K J3 


A K J 8 3 

A — 

♦ j 6 a 

A 05 


N 

W E 
8 


A — 

tr k j 9 

A A K 7 3 
A 7 2 


A — 

V AOB763 
A 10 
A 10 9 


East played off Ace and King ol diamonds. 
This gave South the chance for a triple 
trump reduction. He ruffed the second 
diamond, finessed 4 J, and ruffed another 
diamond. After a dub to tha King he ruffed a 
spade, which brought him down to te A Q 8. 
Exiting with a low heart, he made the 
contract. 

As ths reporter remarked, West even 
after his unfortunate lead, could have 
defeated the contract by the blocking play 
ot tha Queen of duba on the first round of 
the suit True, but consider 'East's man¬ 
oeuvres. We will excuse the double, in a 
pairs toumamant though this probably 
m i lt e d the declarer. But (a) It was not 
good play to win with the Ace of duba: (b) 
having won with A 2 In the diagram poto- 
Bon he la right to cash one diamond but 
guffs wrong to play a second round, helping 
South to reduce nls trumps. 

TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


1. What would you cal! a person 
who, believes that the State Is an 
Intrinsic evil? 

2. What would you be studying II 
you were studying exobiology ? 

3. What was the make of the air¬ 
craft which crashlanded near Jor- 
hat airport with the Prime Minister 
on board? 

A. What la dog Latin ? 

8. What people would speak a 


language called Romany ? 

6. Who Is a karateka ? 

7. LOFT Is a technical acronym; 
what is Its full name ? 

8. Why was King Arthur's round 
table round ? 

9. Where are the headquarters ot 
the Survey of India ? 

10. Which year was observed as 
the International Women's Year ? 

11. With what sport would you 
associate the Calcutta Cup ? 

12. Where did Japan formally 
surrender In World War II ? 

13. Which was the first talkie film 
produced In India ? 

14. What would you understand 
by the term ‘noble metals'? 

15. How many strings does a 
veena have ? 
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stamps 



A PORTRAIT of Edward Jenner, the English 
pioneer of modem vaccination, forms the 
design of a 50-francs stamp Issued in the 
West African republic of Togo to publicise 
the World Health Organisation campaign to 
eradicate smallpox. When the campaign 
was launched In 1967 there were estimated 
to be between 10 and IS million cases of 
smallpox in various parts of the world, and 
the disease was considered endemic in 33 
countries. The Horn of Africa is now its last 
reservoir, with a few cases reported from 
Somalia In October last year. The W H O 
achievement Is also being marked by the 
issue of four United Nations stamps in 
symbolic designs. 


C.W. HILL 
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"Negative votes helped Zia win" 


MOHAMMAD TOAHA, one of the 
founders of Bangladesh’s Awami 
League and for a number of years 
one of its two joint secretaries, the 
other being Sheikh Mujib, now 
leads one of the eight Maoist fac¬ 
tions operating in Bangladesh. His 
Party, Bangladesh Samyabadi Dal 
(Marxist-Leninist) although weak¬ 
ened considerably following a split 
r» September last year when he was 
in Peking , is still the most active 
among the Maoist groups. One 
reason is that most other groups 
have preferred to stay underground 
while Md. Toaha has chosen open 
politics as his vehicle for promoting 
hie ideas. TOOSHAR PANDIT re¬ 
cently talked to him at his JogbiagUr 
residence in Dacca to find out what 
he feels about the political situation 
in Banaladesh, the future of indo- 
Rax.p iwesh relations and his future 
plans. 


Q: What do yon think about 
Major General Zlaor Rahman’s 
Government f 

A: There is nothing worth 
being enthusiastic about. This 
Government cannot be any different 
from the previous governments. 
It has retained the same old 
administrative system. The system 
that is designed to benefit 
only the feudal and the capitalist 
classes. I do not think this Govern¬ 
ment can bring about any funda¬ 
mental change in the socio¬ 
economic structure. The people arc 
also aware of it. 

Q: How do you then explain the 
Overwhelming victory of Gen. Ziaur 
Rahman in the recent elections? 

A: People preferred Zia not be¬ 
cause they Felt that he had the 
answer to all their worries, anxie¬ 
ties and sufferings but because they 
feared if the other candidate won 
it would bring more miseries for 
them. Ziaur Rahman certainly got 
some positive votes. People have 
come to think of him as an honest 
and able administrator; a person 
who has been able to check crime 
and violence. But mostly it was 
negative votes that contributed to 
his massive victory. 

Q: So, it was a case of choosing 
between the devils? 

A: I would not like to go that 
far. But, the fact remains that 
people still think that if the Awami 
League-backed candidate wins, it 
will be bke going back to square 
one. Resurrection of a one-Party 
Government; mortgaging of the 
country to India and the Soviet 
Union; corruption, violence, and se¬ 
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cret killings. A11 the deadful dreams 
that they had dreamt of Sheikh 
Mujib’s rule coming back. Indeed, 
we also backed Zia on the same 
consideration. 

Q: But was not your support 
rather lukewarm ? At one time yon 
had been such a vocal supporter of 
Zia. I believe it was till the time 
you left for Peking in September 
1977. After yon returned in Nov¬ 
ember you seemed to have lost 
much of your earlier fervour. You 
did not join the political front form¬ 
ed to support Zia. Was It because 
you feel that you have been let down 



"Zia has been rather soft in his 
dealings with the Awami League* 


by Zia, or was it because he had 
taken advantage of your China con¬ 
nections and built up his own chan¬ 
nel? 

A: This is not right. I have my 
connections. His connection is as it 
should be . between two Govern¬ 
ments. But, I certainly feel that 
Zia has been rather soft in his deal¬ 
ings with the Awami League, still 
dominated by the elements working 
for the resurrection of the fascist 
rule. He has released so ma'ny 
Awami Leaguers while many of our 
Partymen and progressive elements 
imprisoned by Sheikh Mujib are still 
in jails. Our views on this subject 
are very clear. We believe (hat 
the Awami League is a puppet at 
the hands of India and the Soviet 
Union and (thereby they have for¬ 
feited their right to be in the poli¬ 
tical scene of this country. 

Q: What, according to you, is the 
ideal Government for this country ? 

A: We want a people’s demo¬ 


cratic Government if there is to be 
any qualitative change towards social 
and economic justice. 

Q: This sounds quite familiar to 
me. In West Bengal, the CPI(M) 
too had been saying this. What then 
Is the difference between your Party 
and the CPI(M) ? Are we to un¬ 
derstand that yon have discarded, 
the concept of armed revolution? 

A: Frankly speaking, I can’t 
make head or tail of the CPI(M)’s 
policy. They seem to have reconciled 
themselves to the idea that they can 
seize power through the bourgeois 
parliamentary system. Well, here lies 
the difference. We do not think this 
is possible. 

Q: But you too have preferred 
open politics to underground activi¬ 
ties. Yon are also taking interest 
in the elections, the Parliament and! 
such other institutions that accord¬ 
ing to yon, cannot deliver the goods. 
I certainly fail to see the distinc¬ 
tion. 

A: The point is this that we are 
not against Parliament or the elec¬ 
tions. But we consider them to be 
just the means for the end we have 
in view. In fact, we will use ali 
possible tools available to us to 
reach our goal. It is a part of our 
strategy to seize opportunities offer 
ed by Parliament or the elections. 
To the CPI(M), they are morn an 
end than the means. 

Q: Would you participate in the 
Parliament elections in December? 

A : We have not yet made up our 
minds. But we are certainly trying 
to unite all the Left and democratic 
forces. My reading is that in the 
coming election the polarisation of 
political forces will be in three 
clearly defined camps. Ziaur Rah¬ 
man and his followers will be in one 
camp, the rightist camp will be 
under the leadership of the Awami 
League, and the Left and democra¬ 
tic forces will form the third camp. 

Q: I believe you were once a 
great admirer of the Indian Naxa- 
lite leader, the late Charu Mazum- 
dar. Do yon still hold Mm in the 
same esteem as before? 

A: I want to set the record 
straight. Our Party was born in 
1966, two years before Charubabu 
fathered the CPI(ML). However, 
Charubabu certainly affected us 
considerably. We still think that 
his idea of armed peasants’ revolu¬ 
tion was right. However, we do 
not endorse his tilt towards jndivi 
dual terrorism, that became increas¬ 
ingly manifest in the later stages of 
his movement. Our present Une it 
the one followed by the Chinese. 
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Even before a child is born, his 
■d f teeth and bones begin to 

f form. From infancy through 
the growing years, calcium 

If your child does not get 
"“sufficient calcium at any stage 
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of his growth, it could be too 
fate. Start him on Calcium- 
Sandoz. Today. 

Four tablets a day of 
Calcium-Sandoz 
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provide essential calcium 
through the growing years and 
build strong teeth and healthy 
bones. Fortified with vitamins 
C, D and B12, Calcium-Sandoz 
tablets have a delicious 
vanilla flavour which 
children love. 

Calcium-Sandoz —the 
world’s best calcium 
developed by Sandoz in 
Switzerland. 


Calcium-Sandoz 

For strong teeth A 
and healthy bones /V4 
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Like Wills Filter. 
Filter and tobacco 
perfectly matched. 
Taste that truly 


time after time. 
Millions of smokers 
wouldn’t have it 
any other way. 

Wills Filter. Once 
you’ve tried it—you 
stay with it. 


'I' if' . 




filter cigarette 



and 



STATUTORY WARNING : CIGARETTE SMOKING 














The Marriage 
from 

Grindlays 

Grindlays 
Cash Certificates 

The ideal gift 
for happy times. 

On a happy occasion like 
marriage you need to give a 
gift that is as significant as 
the event. An endurable, 
memorable gift. Like Grindlays 
Cash Certificates-good, 
sound, safe investment. 

Grindlays Cash Certificates are 
available for Rs.1000/-, 

Rs. 5000/- and Rs.10,000/-, I 

for one, two and three years. J 

Come and see us at Grindlays I 

for more details. You might M 

find you want to make a gift M 

to yourself I 


Grindlays 
Bank 
Limited . 



You can also achieve Success 
by reading 

competi tion 

NnfiliKSRKI review 
Here is what IAS Topper says: 


competition 


review 
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(i) Ssnutionsl discount of fls.22/ on 1 year Subscription plus |ii) books 
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I ENGLISH MUNTHLY j 

SINGLE COPY : Rs. S-00 


GENERAL 
KNOWLEDGE! 
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SINGLE COPY : No. 7-80 


NEWS STANO RATES 

COMPtTITIOS succm MVtIW. 
OIMRSl KNOWLEOU TODAY 0 

coMPimum succm mvhw 

It ■ ANNUAL t HAS Ha IS 

COMPETITION success MVHW 
b CENTRAL RN0WU0SI TODAY 
t TEAR Ns. 77 

COMPETITION SUCCESS MVHW 
1 YEAR • If. IS 


•/ find Competition Success Review to be e pood 
megatine, it it useful while prepering for the 
IAS examination, particularly for the cofnpultory 
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You don't have to choose between 
an oily hair style... 





"No-Oil" Style 

Now there's Code 10 Tonic Hair 
Dressing. With Panthenol and LO-7, 
For the natural "no-oil" look. 
Without the problems. This is how. 

Your hair stays in place with 
Code 10. Naturally. The way you 
want it. Without feeling sticky, oily. 

And your scalp and hair get all 
the care they need with Code 10. 


Anti-Dandruff Action 

Panthenol ateo has an anti-dandruff 
action which is strengthened by 
LO-7.. a proven anti-dandruff agant. 
It helps clear dandruff, and stays 
qn the scalp to keep it away. 

Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 
does all this for your hair.. .without 
costing the earthl 


*Glfv?r Open 
until stocks lost 


The natural choice for the natural style 
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Getyourself a Dynamicand Powerful Body 
results you can see in only 14 days— 
or you pay nothing! 


Standing in front of your bedroom 
mirror, it's to easy to foal youraelf 
a bout your physicalcondjtion. Do you 
honestly have a physique that some 
men anvy and others admire. If not, 
here's news that will astound you. An 
utterly revolutionary new kind of 
body-builder has been designed to 
give you the kind of physique you've 
always want ad-.-in a matter of only 
weeks I Imagine yourself with steel- 
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hard muscles ... powerful man-sized 
biceps ...thighs like massive tree 
trunksi Now you can lurn it into 
reality! This new device is called 
Bullworker. It simply uses the latest 
scientificlaotonicrUomatricprinciples 
to pack dynamic new strength and 
vigour into your whole body./neny 
times faster than conventional techni¬ 
ques. AND you can prove it for your¬ 
self in only 14 days! 


BUILT-IN POWERMETER 

MR 


means you can 
actually watch 
your muscle-power 
G-R-O-WI-N-G 
day by dayl a 
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CHALLENGE! 

Try eB-mlnute workout with Butt 
worker every day for 14 days'. If. 
after that, you do not LOOK and 
FEEL stronger, tougher, more 
dynamic, simply return the Bull- 
worker to us and It will not have 
cost you a patsal 

JUs It set allti /•»' ost ettsrt n min l 
PnttSt ousts NDW uOist turn must i feu 'B 
Stott nairuo fomtHl 
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Britannica Publications 


JUST ARRIVED 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

BRITANNICA 

1978 EDITION 

in 30 Volumes 

to make tts contents mors accessible. by topic as wall as alphabstl- 
calty. than aver before, the Britannica has been re-wrltten, re-edlted 
and up-dated In scholarship to reflect the radical changes that have 
taken place in the organisation and substance of human knowledge. 
Presented In three integrated parts, the newest Britannica provides 
basic factual reference information for those who need it quickly: 
comprehensive essays lor those who want to undertake a mors 
leisurely study: and the first systematic statement of the ten Helds of 
human knowledge and their inter-relationship This edition contains 
30 volumes. 33.500 pages, 41 millinn words and 26.000 Illustrations, 
over 6.000 of which are in full coloui 

Be 6,900 



ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 
NATURE AND SCIENCE 
30 Volumes 
Value Rs 450 


is FREE 

WITH EVERY SET OF E.B. 

FOCAL ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
OF PHOTOGRAPHY 
2 Volumes 
Value Rs 480 


Fnt Offer Open Till Stock, loin 


BRITANNICA GREAT BOOKS OF THE WESTERN WORLD 

54 VOLUMES 

Modem master toy to 3,000 years of wisdom—74 authors. 443 works—25,000.000 words. 

32,000 pages—all Indexed for you under 3,000 topics and 10? basic ideas In the amazing Syntopicon 


1 The Great 
Conversation 

2. The Great Ideaa l 

3. The Great Ideas II 

4. Homer 

5. Aeschylus 

6. Herodotus 

7 Plato 

8 Aristotle l 
9. Aristotle II 

10 Hippocrates 

11 Euclid 

12. Lucretius 

13. Virgil 


1977 

YEAR BOOK 
OF THE 
SCIENCE AND 
THE FUTURE 

Rs-148/- 


14 Plutarch 

15 Tacitus 

16. Ptolemy 

17. Plotinus 

18. Augustine 

19. Thomas Aquinas I 

20 Thomas Aquinas II 

21 Dante 

22. Chaucer 

23. Machlavetlt 

24. Rabelais 

25. Montaigne 
26 Shakeepeare I 
27. Shakaspaare II 


28. Gilbert 

29. Cervantes 

30. Frsncls Bacon 
31 Descartes 

32. Milton 

33. Paacal 

34 Newton 

35 Locke 

36. Swift 

37. Fielding 

38. Montesquieu 

39. Adam Smith 

40. Gibbon I 

41. Gibbon n 


42. Kant 

43. American State 

44. Boswell 

45. Lavoisier 

46 Hegel 

47 Goethe 

48. Melville 

49. Darwin 
50 Mark 
51. Tolstoy 

52 Dostoevsky 
53. William James 
54 Freud 

Ms 4,900 
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with every set ot 

Great Books ol the Western World 

The International Webster New 
Encyclopedic Dictionary ot the English 
Language 8 Library at Useful Knowledge 
(Extra large format Pages 1456 Value Rs 200) 
, Free Offer Open Till Stock Lucre 
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BRITANNICA ATLAS 

• 556 pages 334 in Full 
colour 

,• 196 full-colour political 
physical maps 

• 61 additional full-colour 
maps ft charts. 

• Essential statistics for 
•II countnoi 

R*. 450/- 


WEBSTER’S THIRD 
NEW INTERNATIONAL 
DICTIONARY 
(Includes a seven 
language Dictionary) 
1976 Ed.-3 Volumes 
R$, «o/- 


S. CHAND & COMPANY LTD 

Ram Nagar, New Delhi-110055.Phones : 517531-32 

Bangalore - Bombay - Calcutta - Cochin - Hyderabad Julfundur - tucknow - Madras - Nagpur - Patna 


IN THE SERVICE OF THE NATION SINCE 1917 


TRENDS 






VOLUME 6 
ISSUE 23 
RUPEE ONE 

AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 



The first film-maker to be feted by Oxford University with 
an honorary doctorate of letters was Charlie Chaplin; the 
second is none other than SATYAJIT RAY. SASTHI 
BRATA profiles the man who works out his schedule to 
the smallest detail well In advance, and whose accent Is 
more American than Indian Ray has come a loop way 
since his first film, "Pather Panchall", was shown at the 
Cannes Film Festival 21 years ago. It was then that the 
“New Statesman” announced confidently ‘‘Satyajit Ray, 
making his first film, goes straight Into the ranks of born 
film makers.” GASTON ROBERGE provides a searching 
study Into Ray’s cinema art. 


One of Aldous Huxley's worst 
fears of the future seemed 
more real than chimerical on 
July 25 when an English 
housewife begot what Is now 
popularly called the test tube 
baby. The baby, a girl, was the 
product of years of patience 
and persistence on the part 
of two doctors who transplan¬ 
ted an artificially rertlllsed 
human embryo In the woman’s 
uterus. They had failed In a 
hundred previous attempts, 
but succeeded this time. What 
Is the event going to lead 
mankind and civilization to? 
Huxley's answer was catas¬ 
trophe. But ho;v right was 
he? PATHIK GUHA gives us 
an idea. 


In the second Instalment of 
"Star Wars", the sensational 
20th Century Fox film, ter¬ 
ror mounts and battle lines 
are drawn for the ensuing 
galactic war between the 
forces of the oppressive Em¬ 
pire and the couraqeous 
rebels. Four pages of the 
thrilling story, with exciting 
pictures to complement. 


How did two alleged criminals find their way into Oelhi 
Administration’s Advisory Committees ? 

Witt corruption charges wreck the Janata Minishy in 
Gujarat? 




SUNDAY SPECIAL ; Khush- 
want Singh writes a farewall 
piece on leaving the ‘Week¬ 
ly’. His son, Rahul Singh, 
says his father was sacked. 
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Fight while the 
people starve 

'T'HE quarrelling among the coun- 
* try’s top leaders is disgraceful. 
Each day thousands of Indians go 
to bed without food, do not receive 
elementary education, drink from 
ponds, while our leaders tussle 
among themselves. The people had 
removed Mrs Gandhi from power 
because she imposed a dictatorship 
on them. How can they be expect¬ 
ed to tolerate the shameful behavi¬ 
our of the Janata leaders? 

P. C. Mishra, Convener, State Unit, 
Hindustani Andolan, Bhubaneswar. 

UDAYAN SHARMA’S- cover story 
(July 16) relates the internal squab¬ 
bles in the Janata Party to the 
possible effect they may have on 
the various constituent factions. His 
comment on the Jana Sangh is 
correct; Chandrashekhat ana his 
group will find it difficult to expel 
the Jana Sanghis who are now free 
of the communal stigma. 

Abhijit Chatterjee, Agartala. 

THE Janata Party's internal bic¬ 
kerings have belied all the promises 
made to the people of India. We 
can only expect more bickering in 
the future. 

Kumud Mehrotra, Kanpur. 

INDIAN voters have begun doubt¬ 
ing the choice they made last year. 
With every passing day, unibn 
leaders seem to be inventing new 
patterns in mud-slinging and black¬ 
mailing their opponents. In this in¬ 
fighting, the main motivating, force 
s not political difference; the con¬ 
flict revolves around political perso¬ 
nalities engaged in displaying their 
strength and power. These squab¬ 
bles reveal the intrinsic character of 
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our political barons. 

Rita Jha, Bombay. 

MR. SHARMA’S article has one 
shortcoming. His comment: “No¬ 
body thinks of taking the Brahmin 
vote away from Mrs Gandhi, be¬ 
cause they feel the Brahmins are 
totally committed to her,” is 
thoroughly misleading. If a few 
Brahmins have proved to be Con¬ 
gress stalwarts it does not suggest 
that the entire community blindly 
follows Mrs Gandhi. There are a 
number of Brahmin MPs and MLAs 
in the Janata Tarty. Though Dar- 
bhanga, Madhubani and Samastipur 
are predominantly Brahmin, they 
have two Janata MPs and several 
Janata MLAs. 

Prashant Kumar Chowdhvry, Muzaf- 
farpur. 

CHAUDHURY Charan Singh’s 
assertion in his interview to Mr 
Sharma, "I will continue to fight 
corruption,” (July 16), and that he 
is ready for any enquiry against any 
of his family members should come 
as an eye-opener for the PM Mr 
Morarji Desai. Mr Desai should 
promptly appoint a commission to 
go into the allegations levelled 
against Mr Kanti Desai. We expect 
this from a Gandhian leader. 
Biswanath Ghosh, Calcutta. 

NOTHING failed like the Janata 


method of relaxation, which counter¬ 
acts the process by which the nervous 
system accumulates stress. It is a form 
of rest deeper than sleep. Stress 
raises the oxygen intake, while TM 
lowers it to a level less than that 
during sleep. There have been several 
other experimental findings which 
show that TM has an exciting poten¬ 
tial as an effective and easily applic¬ 
able solution to the problem, of stress. 
Kamala Raman, New Delhi. 

THE article was an oversimplifica¬ 
tion. The role of the hypothalamus, 
or pituitary adrenals is not unknown 
in causing stress, but very little 
about the patbo-psychology of the 
body, for instance the congenital and 
inherited diseases, autoimmune dis¬ 
eases and tumours, etc, can be 
explained this way. Even in the case 
of bacterial infection, it is not the 
chemical Imbalance but rather the 
toxins produced by bacteria which 
cause inflammation. 

Dr D. K. Bhattacharya, Darrang. 

Sad error 

r PHE compiler of ‘quiz’ (June 11) 
* is probably not aware of the fact 
that ‘Holocaust Day’ in Israel is.an 
occasion of sad remembrance and is 
thus ‘observed’, not ‘celebrated’. 

K. J. Singh, Chandigarh. 


Party. C.G.K Reddy’s brilliant piece 
“Janata has been a total failure” 
(July 16) is a reminder that nothing 
has really changed in the corridors 
of power: it is the old Congress in 
the new Janata. 

Mukteswar Chaudhury, Cuttack. 

UDAYAN SHARMA’S description 
of the CPI(M) and the DMK as re¬ 
gional Parties la a gross mistake. 
The Election Commission has given 
the CPI(M) the status of a national 
Party as it won Lok Sabha seats 
from a number of States. On the 
other hand, the DMK only repre¬ 
sents a single State. If the CPI(M) 
is a regional Party because it is 
stronger in the eastern region, then 
the Janata too is a regional Party 
powerful in the northern States. 
Reena Chatterjee, Calcutta. 

THE July 16 issue of your magazine 
had a glaring factual error: Mr 
Charan Singh’s wife is not Girija 
Devi but Gayatri Devi. 

S. K. Dey, Allahabad. 

Meditating, for a cure 

(<HPHE mechanics of stress” by 
G. A. Easwar (June II) was in¬ 
teresting. Overload causes physio¬ 
logical abnormalities. The only way 
to avoid accumulation of stress or 
neutralise accumulated stress is to re¬ 
lax both physically and mentally. 
Transcendental meditation is one 


Let me help 

O N SEEING the cover picture of 
the June 4 issue, I tore off two 
buttons from my shirt and sent them 
to Zeenat Aman to save the chastity 
of an Indian woman. In the picture 
she poses for the film“Salyam Shivam 
Sundaram”. It is shocking, tbe things 
money can do! 

E. Quppam, Madras. 


The limits of obedience 

rvyRING the high-drama sittings of 
the Shah Commission, practically 
all the officers interrogated resorted 
to an. invariable pattern of defence 
that they had merely carried out the 
orders of the higher-ups or had been 
acting in compliance with Govern¬ 
ment orders. If and to what extent 
their pleas are tenable is a ticklish 
legal question. It is perhaps relevant 
to peruse in this connection Sections 
76 and 79 of tbe Indian Penal Code- 
This penal code does not protect even 
a sepoy who opens fire under orders 
of a havfldar and kills people. The 
law does not sanction bund obed¬ 
ience; it requires the sepoy to exer¬ 
cise his judgement During the 
Emergency, did the high-ranking 
officers use their judgement? Did 
they exercise that high degree of 
discretion, which was expected of 
them ? Did they make bonaflde errors 




without knowing the consequence of 
their actions ? 

Krishna Kumar, Miuaffarpur. 

A word on death 

r WAS “interesting to read some 
expressions which denote death 
(“A word or two,” July 16). Probably 
one of the best descriptions of death 
is the one used by P- G Wodehouse 

who wrote “.handed in his dinner 

pail and retired.” 

C. B. Srikant, Madras. 


Help us heal 


W B ABB researching upon the 
possibilities of developing spirit¬ 
healing as a medical science and 
would like to contact persons interest¬ 
ed in, or informed about the subject, 
who would be willing to help us with 
books, material, and authentic, veri¬ 
fiable facts. We would be immensely 
grateful if any person who has some 
first-hand healing experience with the 
Harry Edwards Spiritual Healing 
Sanctuary, Guildford, the Birmingham 
Healing Centre, the Divine Power 
Research and Service Society, Bom¬ 
bay, kindly contact us. Identities 
would be kept strictly confidential 
wherever desired. 

R. M. Shah, 12, "Shradhanjali”, Sir 
Vilhaldas Nagar, North Avenue, San- 
tacruz (West), Bombay-400054. 

Facts about bankmen 

'T'HERE has been a misrepresenta- 
* tion of facts in D. Aich’s letter 
(July 16). The .starting salary of an 
officer in the State Bank is ordinarily 
Rs. 1,416, except for those working 
in selected centres. By the time an 
employee becomes eligible for pro¬ 
motion to the officers’ cadre he earns 
no less than Rs. 1,000, including over¬ 
time allowance, for which only non- 
supervisory staff are eligible. Mr. Aich 
also makes no distinction between 
academic and professional qualifica¬ 
tions. A junior officer is appointed 
only after he qualifies in a written 
test and interview, and that too with 
seven years’ experience in the 
clerical cadre. Mr. Aich should note 
that the disparity of incomes betwwdn 
officers and clerks exists in all Gov¬ 
ernment establishments, irrespective 
of employees’ educational qualifica¬ 
tions. 

Dilip Das, Gauhati. 

Ambiguous suppositions 

T HE essay by B. G. Sidharth “The 
Rig Veda knew what Coperni¬ 
cus proved” (June 11) is replete 
with presumtuous parallels. To 
.start with, the title was wrong. 
Copernicus did not prove the helio¬ 
centric theory. He resurrected it 
from Aristarchus and the theories he 
propounded remained hypothetical 
until Foucault, in the 18th century, 
establishedempirical proof of the 


Back to barbarism 


I REFER to Gopal Misra’s report 
“Mystery surrounds dacoit 
oueen’s death” (July 16). Whe¬ 
ther or not Haseena and her 
companions were killed in an 
’encounter’ or murdered will be 
known after the enquiry com¬ 
mittee submits its report But 
the manner in which Haseena’s 
naked body was displayed in 
public by the MP police indi¬ 
cates a level of obscenity un¬ 
thinkable in civilised society. It 
was also an insult,to the dignity 
of women. It is certain the act 
was not committed without the 
consent of the authorities and it 
is astonishing how no one said a 
word in protest. We are critical 
of General Zla-ul-Haq’s medieval 
methods of dealing with crimi¬ 
nals like flogging and amputa¬ 
tion. Are we any better? 
Nabarun Ray, Calcutta. 

THE Government should have 
take strong steps to prevent 
cold-blooded murders by the 
police under the cover of ‘en¬ 
counters’. The MP police's beha¬ 
viour was truly shocking. By dis¬ 
playing Haseena's naked corpse 
before the public they committed 
an unpardonable crime. 

Asit Kumar, Dkanbad. 

DOES the beast in man come out 
in the open sometimes? So it 
seems, for how else can the look 
of casualness and gaiety among 
the people assembled to witness 
the pregnant woman’s stripped 


corpse be explained ? There were 
many women in the audience; 
did they not consider the display 
an affront to their honour ? The 
people, far from being repulsed, 
seemed to be enjoying it like a 
nautanki. 

S. K. Maaundar, Calcutta. 

THE police were dastardly 
enough to kill Haseena after she 
had surrendered to them. They 
should have spared her at least 
for the sake of her child-to-be. 
They did not even respect her 
dead body. Surely, this will go 
down in history as one of the 
worst stigmas on the Indian 
police. 

P. Rahul, Hyderabad. 

IT IS difficult to even imagine 
how such shameful acts as the 
killing of a pregnant woman 
after she had surrendered to the 
police, the parading of her dead 
body before the public with a 
man holding her head by the 
hair, can be committed in civilis¬ 
ed society. The story showed 
the unprecedented levels of bar¬ 
barism to which we can sink. 

K. Ramanujam, Norih Arcot. 

THE photograph betrays not the 
triumph of the police but their 
devilry. It reminded me of what 
Tolstoy said about the rulers in 
Tsarist Russia. They were: “people 
who consider that there might be 
circumstances in which human 
relationships may not necessarily 
be between human beings”. Any 
society that tolerates such a bar¬ 
baric police force is degenerate. 

C. V. Subba Rao. New Delhi. 


earth’s rotation with his famous 
pendulum. Mr Sidharth dies the 
Rigvedic assumption of the helio¬ 
centric revolution of Mercury 
and Venus as evidence of its ad¬ 
vanced ideas. The phenomenon 
was so apparent that all astronomers, 
beginning with the Babylonians, 
realised this. The heliocentric revo¬ 
lutions of Mercury and Venus is an 
integral part of the Ptolemic 
theory. Besides, the contents of 
Ptolemy’s Almagest were definitely 
known in India by the time the 
Rigveda was written. 

The author’s interpretation of the 
"five-spoked wheel” is fandful. A 
wheel can hardly be considered a 
sphere. The five spokes may well 
have meant the pancha bhuta,,, 
earth, water, fire, air and the 
void. Also the gaseous nature of 
the sun is so recent a discovery 
that it is impossible to conceive 
that people in the first millennium 
knew of it. Gas would be equated 
with air and the sun would be con¬ 
sidered a ball of fire. How could 
sages be expected to have identified 
them with each other ? There is no 
reason to consider the Rigveda 
ahead of its time. The reasons Mr 
Sidharth gives for his views are 
ambiguous suppositions about a reli- 


f ious work. He reminds one of 
rad ley’s definition of philosophy as 
the finding of bad reasons for what 
one believes by instinct. 

Sreerup Ray Chaudhuri, Calcutta. 

Good news for the mad 

A NIL GROVER’S “The sadness of 
madness” (June 11) made inter¬ 
esting reading. I was touched by 
the human feeling that pervaded 
the article. 1 am glad to point out 
that the Times of India of February 
2, -1978 had reported that the Union 
Government had decided to replace 
the outdated Indian Lunacy Act, 
1912 by comprehensive legislation 
defining mental health. Terms like 
’lunatic’, ‘idiot’, 'insane' and 'luna¬ 
tic assylum’ are sought to be. sup¬ 
planted. It shall now be possible 
for a patient to voluntarily ask for 
admission to psychiatric hospitals. 
The legal rights of the inmates of 
such a hospital will be protected, 
and in case of involuntary deten¬ 
tion, appeals will be permitted. In 
suitable cases, the cost of mainte¬ 
nance will be borne by the Govern¬ 
ment and even legal aid will be pro¬ 
vided in deserving cases. 

Sumjn Gupta, Calcutta. 
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COVER STORY 


THE 

CLASSICIST 

Satyajit Ray is the second film-maker to 
be honoured by Oxford University with an 
honorary doctorate of letters; the first was 
Charlie Chaplin, 16 years ago. SASTHIBRATA 
met the director when he went to England 
recently to receive the honour. 


'THERE is nothing very Indian 
l about Satyajit Ray’s looks except 
the colour of his skin. Both his 
height (over six feet) and his aquiline 
features set him apart from fellow 
Bengalis. Sporting a dimple on his 
chin, the scraggy face reminds one 
of the early Auden, while the deep 
resonance of his George Sanders 
voice suggests an inherited as well 
as a self-earned confidence. The 
accent has a slight Indian inflexion, 
overlaid by American. The brood¬ 
ing brown eyes can be deeply intros¬ 
pective one moment and full of fun 
the next. 

His handshake is warm and firm. 
There is an unhurried dignity in 
ever}' movement he makes, the way 
he lights his cigarette, the manner 
in which he puts his feet up on the 
bed. Even his walk across the room 
to open the door and let in the photo¬ 
grapher is nothing leas than majes¬ 
tic. You are suitably awed. Only 
later, after several hours in his com¬ 
pany, do you discover that the man 
is both pliant and human. 

I had telephoned him the previous 
day and he had agreed to spare me 
an hour. In the event, he allowed 
me three. Later, I was to learn that 
he had had to cut short a couple of 
other dates and drop one altogether 
on my account, although there was 
not the smallest hint that he was do¬ 
ing this during our interview. “It’s 
very characteristic of him," said 
Marie Scton, Satyajit Ray’s biogra¬ 
pher (Portrait of a Director). "He is 
very like Renoir in that way. Al¬ 
though he works out his schedule 
down to the smallest detail well In 



advance, he is also very flexible. 
He never appears to be in a rush, 
whatever he may be .doing." 

Who then was this man whom Miss 
Seton wos comparing with Renoir 
and whom Oxford University ranked 
alongside Chaplin? Well, to go 
back some 21 years, when his first 
film Pother Panchali was shown at 
the Cannes Film Festival, Lindsay An¬ 
derson called it “a new masterpiece 
of poetic cinema”, and the New 
Statesman said that the film stood , 
somewhere between Louisiana Story* 
and The Childhood of Maxim Gorky* 
and went on “but essentially it is it¬ 
self. Satyajit Ray, making his first 
film, goes straight into the ranks of 
horn film makers”. 


Since then Ray has made over two 
dozen other films and won several 
prestigious international prizes. Re¬ 
viewing his eleventh film, The Big 
City, in 1967, Time magazine said : 
"The harrowing beauty of Satyajit 
Ray's film is a quality both evanes¬ 
cent and palpable, as if the Indian 
director had found a way to take the 
lens off his camera and allow life 
itself to touch the raw film. Whe¬ 
ther or not it is his best is beside 
the point; each of his works is a 
version of perfection." To creat<n 
these “versions of perfection” Ray nor 
only directs the films, he literally 
commands the whole show. Starting 
from the script, to costume designs, 
sets, music, operating the camera, 
mixing and finally editing, Satyajit 
Ray does it all himself. I think 1 
am the only director in the world 
who has total freedom." 

OO, how did it all begin? Ray 
O conics from a highly artistic and 
intellectual Bengali family. His 
grandfather was a famous painter, 
musician and writer, one of whose' 
short stories he has made into a 
film. His father wrote nonsense 
poems on the lines of Edward Lear 
and Lewis Carroll, and founded the 
Nonsense Club in Calcutta in 1911. 
His mother’s side was very musical. 
His family had close ties with 
Rabindranath Tagore. 

"Rut,” says Ray, “I i?arnt my craft 
from watching American films. And 
at the age of 15 I became terribly 
interested in Western music.” Weeku- 
after week he collected records: 
Beethoven, Bach, Mozart and Brahms. 
At College he read Economics. From 
there he went up to Santhdketan In 
rural Bengal to study Art with the 
avowed intention of becoming a com¬ 
mercial artist. “In 1942, when-the 
Japanese started bombing Calcutta, 

1 felt terribly cut off and isolated 
from things up in SantiniketanSo, 
returning to his home town without 
an Arts degree, he started doing 
free-lance work. 

"I used to play the gramophone ini 
those days and once there was g 








knock on the door. When I opened 
it there was ah embarrassed-looking 1 
American GI standing outside, who 
said that it was such an unexpected 
sound coining from a Bengali house. 

S t was Beethoven’s 9th, I think’). 

ct GI turned out to be a musician, 
he played the clarinet." At about the 
same time, He met an RAF intelli¬ 
gence officer, with whom he shared 
an interest in chess and Western 
music. Film-in a king was still no¬ 
where on the horizon. 

Then he got a job with a British 
advertising agency in Calcutta and 
rose to become its Art Director. His 
book jackets were creating quite a 
sensation. "I had succeeded in intro¬ 
ducing something new to advertising 
art as a result of my training in 
Santiniketan.” Meanwhile, in 1949, 
he had met Renoir who was out in 
India hunting for locations to shoot 
The River. Ray had confided his 
ambitions to make a film some day 
and talked a little of what he had in 
mind, Renoir encouraged him. Then 
Ray’s firm sent hirti to England and 
lie lived with his friend in Hampstead 
for six months. It was during this 
period that he developed an obses¬ 
sive interest In films. "I had already 
co-fouiided The Calcutta Film Society 
in 1947, but by the time I came to 
England in 1950, I was an addict. I 
saw over one hundred films during 
my stay.” 


On his way back from England by 
ship, he wrote the first treatment of 
the film that was to launch his 
career/ And from this point on, the 
story takes on the character of a fairy 
tale. "I produced a book of wash 
drawings, describing the scenario of 
the film, but none of the producers, 
from top down, wanted to know. All 
the professionals . I approached said 
it couldn’t be done. It was, you can’t 
work on location, you can't shoot in 
the rain, you can’t do this, you can’t 
do that. So I derided I would have 
nothing to do with the so-called pro¬ 
fessionals and put together mv own 
crew, including the actors." This he 
did but not before five more years 
had gone by. The initial capital 
came from loans against two life 
insurance policies, a total of about 
Rs 15,000 in 1950. when Ray was 
about to cross into his thirtieth year. 
Then he sold his art books, later his 
records, and finally. Ray pawned his 
wife’s jewellery. 

the film was cut and edited in 
record time, to meet a deadline set 
bv the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York, To meet this deadline, 
Ray and his editor put in tremendous 
work. "It was the first time I dis¬ 
covered that it is possible to work 
for JO days and 10 nights without 
a wink of sleep, if vnu are suffi¬ 
ciently committed. I fell asleep with 
my elbow on the counter as I was 


handing over the film to the girl at 
Pan Am." 

"I didn't really expect the kind of 
reception that Pother Panchali finally 
got. On the first night in New York, 
I was there outside the cinema just 
before the picture ended and I saw 
people coming out with tears stream¬ 
ing down their faces. It was an ex¬ 
traordinary sight. There were whites 
and Ne'groes, young people, old peo. 
pie, middle-aged people and there 

they were.so visibly moved by 

this Bengali film." 

About his first effort William 
Whitebait, the eminent film critic 
wrote, "Satyajit Ray has the gift of 
seeing things and people as they are, 
and making them — without viola¬ 
tion — beautiful." At Cannes, 
Pother Panchali won a special award 
in 195C and Satyajit Ray was firmly 
on the map of internationally acclaim¬ 
ed film directors. Since then many 
more awards have come his way, from 
Venice, Manila, Moscow, Japan and 
Sweden. But he still lacks a large 
Western audience; his films have 
never been on general release in 
France. Nor have they been shown 
in Pakistan or Bangladesh. Critical 
response in India has often been 
petulant, when not downright male¬ 
volent. His latest film, The Chess 
Players, has not yet opened in Cal¬ 
cutta. and up to thn time of writing 
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D URING Mrs Gandhi's Emergence. 

“I got the usual telephone call 
from Delhi and I told them ‘you will 
be sorry because I shall make a very 
bad propagandist. I am onlv a story¬ 
teller.’ In fact I was one «,f the few 
•directors in India who did not make 
a Government sponsored film sup¬ 
porting her 20-point programme,” said 
Ray. I asked him about the cons¬ 
traints of censorship and lack of re¬ 
sources. He. said resources' were of 
two kinds. The first was financial. 
“The barrenness ot means. . . forces 
us to be economical and inventive, 
and prevents us from turning crafts¬ 
manship into an end in itself. And 
there is something about creating 
beauty in the circumstances of shod¬ 
diness and privation that is truly 
exciting.” The other kind of resour¬ 
ces had nothing to do with money. 
"I envy Bergman’s stock company. 
In Bengal, or even India for that 
matter, we don’t have professionals 
of that calibre, no one like Bibi 
Anderson or a Liv Ullman. They are 
brilliant virtuoso performers and 
Bergman can devise parts for them, 
where they can show the subtlest of 
emotions and the strongest outbursts 
of passion We don’t have actors o| 
that calibre. So, stories like Persona 
or Scene* from a Marriage are out. 
My films are more like ... I use 
the analogy with painting. .. Bonnard, 
where the human figure has not much 
more importance than the table,, the 
fruits, the Sowers, the landscape, the 
window, the door. . . It’s aU sort of 
a blend, very dose to some Japanese 
directors." 

But what about censorship ? For 
although his films are extraordinarily 
sensuous, sometimes even managing 
to Intinuate smell and texture, they 
are never ever erotic. Was this the 
result of external restrictions or was 
it self-imposed? "I have generally 
tended to avoid stories which would 
require explicit scenes of love-mak¬ 
ing because dilution would spoil it 
Because of censorship, such scenes in 


Indian films have therefore been re¬ 
duced to a formula of clasping hands, 
longing looks, and vapid, supposedly 
amorous verbal exchanges — not to 
speak of love duets sung against 
artifldal romantic backdrops. It is 
the deadweight of ultra Victorian 
moral convention which reduces even 
the best directors to take refuge in 
these devices.” 

But behind these formal denuncia¬ 
tions of the Indian censorship code, l 
sensed Ray’s personal ambivalence, as 
when he made disdainful noises about 
Bertolucci’s Last Tango in Paris. 
Surrealism, avante garde films, 
rococcoart and explicit sex on screen 
Were somehow not quite palatable, 
just as beef and alcohol were not so 


much forbidden as distasteful 

He certainly feels the traditional 
Bengali gentleman’s revulsion to the 
seamier side of ‘the permissive 
aodety*. Behind the sophisticated 
vocabulary o! boredom’ and ‘aesthe¬ 
tic lassitude 5 , there is the Victorian 
horror of overt statements about the 
more private parts of life. In his 
latest fiiff'., when one of the chess 
players is inveigled to visit hi$ wife’s 
bedroom try. means of a ruse (a 
feigned headache) and she plead.-; for 
his body with her glances, a blanket 
is discreetly drawn over the couple 
as they begin to attempt copulation. 
Naturally-, the man cannot perform, 
since his mind Is on the other game 
and he is keeping his friend waiting. 


_ But Ray has continued to make 
films of superlative distinction. The 
Apu Trilogy, of which Pother Pan- 
chali is the first, is widely regarded 
as being his best, easily ranking him 
with giants of the cinema, such as 
Bergman, Kurosawa and de Sica. 
About The Coddeu (made In I960) 
Penelope GilUat wrote in The Obser¬ 
ver : “It seems marvellous that he 
should have been able to register 
such sweetness of spirit in a film 
without allowing a trace of softness, 
and look so harshlv at the devastating 
effects of superstition without ever 
mocking the roots of it. It is the 
achievement of an integrity as clear 
as a piece of glass.” Though he has 
made several films which make ob¬ 
lique political points, such as Com¬ 
pany Limited (1971). The Adversary 
(1970) and The Middle Man (1975), 
Ray admits he is no good at dogma. 





Ray draws a laugh or two from his 
audience as the chess player springs 
out of bed, announcing to his wife 
that he will demonstrate his undy¬ 
ing love for her on the morrow by his 
performance on the marital bed, 
when there will be no chess board 
and his friend won’t be waiting for 
him. 

But coupled with this relatively 
sedate attitude to sex, there is the 
old-world grace as well, courtesy, 
charm and the more outmoded virtue 
of chivalry. "Satyajit always opens 
the door for a lady," said Marie 
Seton. "And in all these years, I 
have never heard him swear. He has 
lost his temper only twice in his life. 
And then he starts chewing up hand¬ 
kerchiefs. The last time he came 
anywhere near exploding, there were 
two whole hankies in shreds.” 

Talking to his 55-year-old producer, 
Suresb Jindal, who graduated with 
an engineering degree from UCLA ; 
one glimpses another side of the 
personality. "His height does inti¬ 
midate,” said Jindal, "and people are 
sometimes put off by what they see 
as his arrogance. But he is really a 
very modest man.. And very hard¬ 
working. He doesn’t say, 'Oh, I am a 
genius, ao I don’t have to care.' He 
works everything out in advance, 
down to the smallest detail It is an 
enormous pleasure working with 
him, a terrifically learning expe¬ 
rience." 


But bow did this urban man create 
(in the Aptt triology) what has been 
called ‘the encyclopaedia of Bengali 
village life’ ? When he went to the 
village, says Ray, he didn't know 
what to expect “To one born and 
bred in the dty, it had a new 
flavour, a new texture and its values 
were different. It made you want to 
observe and probe, to catch the re¬ 
vealing details, the telling gesture, 
the particular turns of speech. You 
wanted to fathom the mysteries of 
‘atmosphere’. Does it consist in the 
sight, or in the sounds ? How to 
match the subtle difference between 
dawn and dusk, or convey the grey 
humid stillness that precedes the 
first monsoon shower ? Is sunlight 
in spring the same as sunlight in 
autumn ?” 


In this be was neatly helped by 
Renoir who showed him how to ob¬ 
serve his surroundings. While shoot¬ 
ing The River when Ray accompa¬ 
nied him, the master would point out 
a banyan tree or a kite flying over¬ 
head, and remark, “that is India, you 
won’t get that anywhere else”. 

“And so the more you probed the 
more was revealed, and familiarity 
bred not contempt but love, under¬ 
standing, tolerance. Problems > of 
film-making began to recede into the 
background and you found yourself 
belittling the importance of the 
camera. After all, you said, it is 


only a recording instrument The 
important thing is truth. Get at it 
and yon’ve got your great bunumist 
masterpiece. 

But 'the terrifically learning expe- ' 
Hence’ that Americanised* Jindal 
talked about, was not an instanta¬ 
neous business as Ray soon dit- 
covered......“how wrong you were. 

The moment you are on the set the 
three-legged instrument takes charge. 
Problems come thick and fast Where 
to place the camera ? High or low ? 
Near or far ? On the dolly or on the 
ground? Is the thirty-five okay or 
would you rather move back and use 
the fifty? Get too -close to the 
action and the emotion of the scene 
spills over; get too far back and the 
thing becomes cold and remote. To 
each problem that arises you must 
find a quick answer. If you delay, 
the sun shifts and makes nonsense 
of your light continuity.” 

And at the end of the day, while 
producers and distributors haggle, 
film (nogulrshut their doors, as you 
hunt around for a financier to back ' 
a ‘fantasy’ you want to make, what 
thoughts pass through the mind of 
the one great and unequivocal genius 
that India has produced in this half 
of the 20th century: "Is your own 
satisfaction the final test or must 
you bow to the verdict of the majo¬ 
rity ? You cannot be sure. But you 
can be sure of one thing: you are a 
better man for having made it.” 


TARIQ ALI 


who became the leader ol the tnternetlonal revolutionary 


movement in 1988 writas In his lataet book: 


1968 & AFTER 
INSIDE THE 
REVOLUTION 


A significant 
book of 
'reminiscences ohsn\ 
active revolutionary,! 
foreseeing 
the possibilities 
of the days 
to come / 


"Ton years after the tremore of 1988, the 
political and economic situation (in most 
countries of the world) can, by no stretch of 
imagination, be described ee stable. (Many 
countries) have a severe politieal crisis at 
governmental level. The task of revolution¬ 
aries is. In those circumstances, to concentrste 
on agitating for a workers’ government 
committed to a wide-ranging aeries of socia¬ 
list measures.” 
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The only true-to-life 
image maker 

SATYAJIT RAY is, according to GASTON ROBERGE, an 
image maker whose watchword is truth. The‘author, a 
Canadian priest of the Society of Jesus, is Director of 
Chitra Bani, Calcutta—a ma ss media institute. He has 
published several, books on Communication and Film, in 
which subjects he has degrees from UCLA. He is also a 
visiting lecturer at the Poona Film Institute and NID, 
Ahmedabad. 


TH a second honorary doctorate 
conferred upon him (the first 
was trom Harvard), Satyajit Ray is 
now established still more unquestion¬ 
ably then ever as one of the most 
highly rated contemporary film 
makers by international academic 
circles—a fact which can only deepen 
the sense of inadequacy one experi¬ 
ences when seeking to formulate a, 
response to Ray’s voluminous body 
of films. 

This new token of recognition, no 
doubt to be followed by others, will 
further isolate Ray at home. There 
are not very maqy persons in local 
filmdom with whom he can dialogue 


on his art. Film criticism here is 
of very little help to film makers. 
While film making is one of the most 
difficult professions, one which very 
few exceptionally talented persons 
master, nearly everyone feels quite 
competent to criticise the work of 
the film tnakers. But from the criti¬ 
cisms often hostile, rarely construc¬ 
tive, which are addressed to him Ray 
can gain very little. His most out¬ 
spoken critics are rarely known for 
having themselves contributed to the 
art or making films or to the more 
delicate art or thinking about them. 
Like S. M. Eisensteln, who once com¬ 
plained that the students of his films 
were not cultured enough, Ray may 


feel at times that his critics often 
seem to lack a basic film culture if 
not simply culture. 

Ray borrows most of his .film ideas 
from existing novels, but when it 
comes to transferring these into films 
he is left to himself. This isolation 
is a consequence of his being what 
the French have called an auteur, 
that Is, a film maker who is lalone 
responsible for his films. A film 
auteur creates private imaginary 
worlds absolutely needed for the col¬ 
lective life of the society. Ours be¬ 
ing a cinema of scarcity, we have too 
few auteurs, and this means again, 
too few opportunities for Ray to ex¬ 
change at his own level. An auteur 
needs to be in constant dialogue with 
the widest possible range of people, 
otherwise he runs the risk of losing 
touch with the ever-changing sensibi¬ 
lity of his milieu. This is not happen¬ 
ing to Ray, fortunately : Few pei- 
sons are as well informed and as 
sensitive to contemporary life as Ray 
is. 

However, over the years a certain 
radicalisation has taken place among 
film audiences and film makers in 
India as elsewhere in the world. At 
home Ray's audience is increasingly 
polarised. While some reject all Ray 
films, others praise them all. In 
either case not always for very pro¬ 
found reasons. At the basis of this 
polarisation is a shift in sensibility 
which is growing ever more accen¬ 
tuated and may well be irreversible. 
A dialogue should take place about 
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K.amu Mukherji and Ajoy Banerji as the villainous pair in Hay’s magni 
ficertt colour film "Sonar Kella (The golden fortress): Fun, suspense and 
art 


this phenomenon among film pebj. , 
artists, intellectuals and persons co 
cerned with cultural life. But tbet^ 
is no forum that I know of for such 
a dialogue. 

It Is in this context that I' wish 
to ponder over some of the options 
which I feel may be open to Ray. ’ 
do not doubt that he has already cot , 
sidered them and has even made hi l 
choice. But as we felicitate Ray on] 
the honour bestowed on him by 
Oxford University a reflection on the 
Indian film scene may help the bet¬ 
ter to appreciate Ray’s achievement. 
First, however, I must discuss the 
question of sensibility to films. 

An excellent example of differeu^ 
in sensibility was provided by Ha^ 
himself when in the course of an 
Interview he gave me in 1970 he ex¬ 
plained his attitude towards some of 
Tagore’s writings : 

“Certain stories of Tagore are 
quite Victorian in their feeling. 
Take the Postmaster: At the end 
of the original story, the post¬ 
master is supposed to leave and 
the little servant girl falls at his 
feet and says, ‘Please, don’t leave 
me alone, please take me with 
you.’ This struck me as being 
sentimental. I could not express 
that because it was an emotion I 
don’t feel, being a man of the 
twentieth century, being bro’ -«fe h 
up in certain surroundings, beirp 
exposed to certain influences. So 
made the ending of the story more 
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dry, yet moving in its own way. 
I made it into the opposite of 
what it was. The girl in the film 
hides her grief instead of display¬ 
ing it. She ignores the potsmaster. 
She is so hurt that she does not 
even want to tell this man that 
she is unhappy. You see her 
weeping by the well from which 
she is drawing water. But 
moment he calls her she wipes 
tears. She walks past him canid 
ing the bucket of water and 
Ignores the tip that he was about 


to offer her. That was my inter¬ 
pretation as a twentieth century 
artist working in 1960. The pur- 
ists object to these changes. Well, 
I made them because I also am an 
artist with my own feelings. ] 
was using Tagore's rendering of a 
story as a basis, and this was my 
interpretation of it" 

M 

S OME persons who otherwise nave 
a great admiration for Bay may 
feel differently than he does in res¬ 
pect of some of his films. For ex 
ample, a couple of years ago I atten- 
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belonged to a group of sophisti¬ 
cated film critics could apt fail to 
notice Ray's brilliant direction and 
Subrato ultra's extraordinary camera¬ 
work. Yet, he positively disliked the 
film. Not diet he found it a “bad” 
film. But, as I understood later on, 
Marcorelles was then fascinated by 
a totally different type of cinema, 
the so-called ‘dndma direct’, and so 
deep a change in his sensibility, had 
taken place that he could not find 
Charulata an interesting film. 

This sort of difference in sensibility 
was illustrated recently by Tarkov¬ 
sky. In his film Andrei Rublev Tar¬ 
kovsky had two contemporary image 
makers dialogue on their art : Theo¬ 
phanes the Greek and Andrei Rub¬ 
lev. The iconographers of old were 
the precursors of modern film mak-. 
era and, of course, through their 
dialogue Tarkovsky discusses his own 
social function as a film maker. 
Theophanes argued that there was so 
much evil in the world, causing peo¬ 
ple to experience so much suffering, 
that he felt impelled to paint icons 
of the last Judgement to remind peo¬ 
ple of the impending wrath of God; 
that would make them mend their 
ways, he hoped. Rubley, on the other 
hand, said that he also witnessed his 
people’s suffering, but be could not 
paint the image of the last judge¬ 
ment any more; he could only paint 
a figure of Christ, the “Compassio¬ 
nate Lord". He felt that people did 
not need to be /eminded of their 
sins and of the terrible judgement of 
God. What they needed was to ex¬ 
perience the compassion of the Savi¬ 
our and regain faith in life add in 
themselves. Rublev loved Theo¬ 
phanes who was senior to him and 
was then at the peak of his career. 
Yet, however pained he was at this 
necessary parting of the ways, he 
had to paint in a different manner 
than Theophanes did. In retrospect, 
it is possible to argue that both the 
types of Images, those of Theophanes 
and those of Andrei, had their role 
to play in the life of the iconogra¬ 
phers' society. One type of picture 
was not exclusive of tne other, and 
it was best that the image-makers be 
true, each one to his spontaneous 
response to contemporary life. Had 
they not been so, the collective life • 
of their people would have been im- 
proverished. 

I can well imagine, in some dis¬ 
tant future, an Indian Tarkovsky mak¬ 
ing a film on image-maker Satyajit 
Ray and staging a dialogue between 
Ray and another image-maker —-a 
veteran like Ritwik Ghatak or Mrinat 
Sen, or a younger dndaste like 
Sfavam Senegal, Ksul or Sahanl. 
(Historical situations never ' quite 
duplicate themselves 1 Renee, I’d 
rather not be too specific as to the 
counterpart chosen for the dia¬ 
logue..,) Ray would in all truth say 
that he sees his people’s sufferings 
and that be feels impelled to des¬ 
cribe them all. Is there any other 
Indian film maker who has dealt 
with a* may aspects of Indian life 
-4 social, Cijnsri^ poUtical, economic 


—as Ray did ? According to his 
sensibility Ray makes true-to-life 
images which he . offers to the on¬ 
lookers for them to reflect on and to 
react to if they so want. Evidently, 
this is not the only type of image one 
can create starting from the same life 
situations. Another film maker will 
ihout his distress, another will teach 
some way out. Correspondingly, a 
particular onlooker will resent as a 
lack of commitment the reserve with 
which. Ray depicts unbearable situa¬ 
tions. Yet another will hold that the 
time to “do something about it” has 
long come and he will question the 
usefulness of making “statements” 
about sordid aspects of our lives. 
Good. But to- declare that this or 
that approach is wrong and another 
one right would be sheer dogmatism. 

I am afraid I have to say that such 
dogmatism is rampant in film milieux. 

It may be appropriate to describe 
the change in attitude which I myself 
underwent with regard to the Ray 
films. The first Ray films I saw were 
the three Apti films : I was fortu¬ 
nate to see the entire trilogy in one 
sitting in New York, of all places. 
That was in 1961, the night before 
I was to leave for India for the first 
time. Of course, I was in a very par¬ 
ticular state of mind. But 1 must 
say to those who fear that Father 
P anchali, if shown abroad, may give 
a “wrong” image of India that this 
was not the case with me. The Apu 
trilogy revealed to me an extraordi¬ 
nary people whom I longed to meet 
with great respect and humility. For, 
as a young missionary, if I at all 
shared the arrogance and paternalism 
so common among Westerners, no. 
thing could have helped me more 
than the experience of watching the 
Apu films, to realise that there were 
lots of things 1 would have to learn 
from the Indian people before 1 could 
dream of being of help to anyone of 
them. 

There was yet another aspect to 
the experience. If the Apu trilogy 
introduced India to me, it also show¬ 
ed me what cinema can be. That was, 
in fact, my third “discovery” of the 
cinema, the first having been while 
watching Eisenstein’s The Battleship 
Potemkm when -I was 16, and the 
second while watching; Robert Bres¬ 
son’s l In condemns a mort s’est ech- 
appe. And then came the Apu films. 
I was absolutely swept away. Never 
before had I seen or noticed such 
cinematography as that of Subrato 
Mitra. But it was only after some 
tune when, having learnt Bengali, I 
could read Bibhuti Bhusan Rando- 
padhyay’s two novels from which the 
film trilogy was made, that I under¬ 
stood how deeply revolutionary Ray’s 
Apu films were. 1 do not think that 
people abroad perceive this aspect of 
the trilogy, ana 1 am not so sure that 
most Indians are conscious of it. As 
for myself, a comparison between 
Bandopadhyay’s book and Ray’s film 
, made me see that Bandopadhyay’s 
world Is a changeless, timeless, repe¬ 
titive world whose symbol is .the ever 
flowing river on which specks of bay 


drift aimlessly, one after the other... 
Kajal after Apu. Ray’s world, on the 
contrary, Is dynamic, time bound. 

Its symbol is the train. In Ray’s 
world irreversible changes take place. 
From childhood to manhood Apu 
reaches to enlightenment. And be¬ 
cause of Ami’s struggle-, Kajal’s life 
will be different from that of his 
father. 

Thus, the importance of the Apu 
trilogy in 1955 did not derive solely 
from its aesthetic excellence. The 
Apu films broke away from a certain 
ideology and put forward another 
one, no less Indian — that of the 
struggling individuals who believe 
changes are possible and have a will 
to bring them about. In fact the 
very aesthetic excellence of the Apu 
films results from the ideology which 
Ray has injected in to the material 
provided by the book which he used 
in his own words as an encyclopae¬ 
dia of ruralia. Ray’s Apu is indivir 
dualistic and has no social concerns, 
it is true. He nonetheless, is a strug¬ 
gling individual who attains pen 
sonal freedom and becomes capable 
of literally shouldering (Kajol on 
his shoulders) his social responsibi¬ 
lity. A parallel may be drawn here 
between the endings of neorealist 
film Bicycle Thieves' and Ray’s Apur 
Sensor. While in Da Sica’s film the 
son of the poor vanquished man is 
brought down to becoming a partnei 
in his father’s ineluctable defeat and 
degradation, in Ray’s film the son is 
elevated and introduced by his father 
into a life of self respect, joy and 
liberty. 

I mentioned earlier that to me the 
most.cinematic of all Ray films from 
the Trilogy to Charulata (1964) was 
Charuleta. Later on, when Aranyer 
DmrRatri appeared in 1969 I felt that 
this film was the best Ray film thus 
far, better still than Charulata. 1 
liked Pratidwandi (1970), of course, 
but I believed Aranyer DinRatri to 
be better cinema. Later on, how¬ 
ever, the Ray films appeared to me 
less interesting. I liked Sonar Kella 
(1974) but disliked Ashani Sanket 
(1973). Since it was the same Ray 
and since-Ashani Sanket was definite¬ 
ly a “good" film, what was happen¬ 
ing to me? Paradoxically I liked 
Sonar Kella for its apparent irrele¬ 
vance and 1 disliked Ashani Sanket 
for its obvious relevance. I had 
reached a point when a “statement”, 
however true and courageous, about 
as relevant a fact as the West Ben¬ 
gal famine was to me irrelevant and 
even Irritating. To my sensibility, a 
much more questioning approach was 
required, appealing more to the mipd 
than to the heart. The film, 1 felt, 
should have thrown at least some 
light on the social mechanisms 
which brought about the famine. In 
my opinion, the very relevance of 
the film called for a much less con¬ 
templative approach- On . the other 
haqd, I thought that Sonar Kella , 
which did not seek to be topical, 
was relevant to the need for dean, 
intelligent entertainment. I would 
not wish all films to deal in depth 
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is that at the time I had become 
increasingly interested in ‘cinfema 
direct'—somewhat like Marcorelles— 
and when I decided to make a tele¬ 
vision documentary dim in 1870, it 
was in the direct cinema style that 
I spontaneously chose to make it. 
Naturally, I greatly appreciated The 
Inner Eye (1973). But it was not 
only its direct dnema touches which 
I liked. What I appreciated most in 
it was the ability of Satyajit Ray to 
put his own medium at the service 
of another art. At last I saw a film 
on painting which did not destroy 
the paintings in order to recreate 
them into a film ! I felt that only 
a great artist could thus bring some¬ 
body else’s art to the fore without, 
if I may say, “stealing the show". 
Unfortunately, I have not yet seen 
Balasarasu/ati (1976) or rather I mis¬ 
sed it once. For the film was shown 
when Ray’s book, Our Films, was 
launched by Orient Longmans. 1 was 
invited to the function and I readily 
joined. But I was so annoyed at 
Orient for making their invited 
guests pay the full Rs 60 for pre¬ 
autographed copies of the book that 
being anxious to read it, I paid, took 
my book and walked out. I wish I’d 
stayed, of course. I have not seen 
the Sikkim film either. But on the 
basis of seeing Tagore and The 
Inner Eye 1 believe Ray to be a first 
class documentary film maker in 
addition to being a master feature 
film maker, which medhs he has a 
total control over the film medium 
in most of its applications. 

1 HAVE not yet seen Shalranj Ke 
Khilari (1977) but I am sure that 
Ray’s first film in Hindi will prove 
as important as his Father Panchali 
was over 20 years ago. The initial 
difficulties in releasing Shat ran.) Ke 
Khilari are perhaps ap index that 
the film does disturb the established 

S attern. After all, Pather Panchali 
id encounter difficulties too. 

This then was my own response 
to the Ray films. I should like to 
emphasise while concluding that a 
shift of sensibility in favour of a 
certain typa of Aims does not make 
of these films absolute models. All 
film is fiction, and all fiction is 
loulded on a particular ideology, 
ence the ‘cinema direct’ of the 
irault, Rouch, or Leacock types is 
not the last word in film making. 
Nor do cinema direct films invali¬ 
date other types of films. The pitfall' 
of many critics who search for 
radcialism is to dogmatically erect 
a particular approach to film as the 
ultimate and only valid one. Mar¬ 
corelles, for instance, did just that 
in his book Living Cinema- 

If, beyond any matters of sensibi¬ 
lity, one wishes to militate for a 
certain type of cinema pt the ex¬ 
clusion of other types one has to 
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question film making at a much 
deeper level. One has to raise the 
issues of the modes of pictorial re¬ 
presentation and the modes of nar¬ 
ration as ideologically determined 
and thus as either progressive or 
reactionary. Moreover, the debate 
has to be set in a much wider con¬ 
text than that ot film making, be¬ 
cause it involves all the “media of 
a society, its particular structures, 
Its modes of material and spiritual 
productions, etc While this debate 
is desirable it is also difficult to 
sustain. And the militant, Often 
aggressive, attitude of those who 
engage in it, causes them to discuss 
issues with more assertive force 
than rational arguments. 

Unless one is satisfied with shout¬ 
ing slogans to reassure oneself in 
the night of one’3 solitude, one has 
to take stock of the particular mo¬ 
ment of history one lives In. For 
instance, to want all cinema to do 
away with story telling overnight is 
tu- live in no history at all—past, 
present or future. Secondly, while 
jt may be quite reasonable to dis¬ 
agree on ideological grounds with 
a particular type of film making, one 
has to acknowledge that perhaps in 
a particular circumstance another 
type of film making is possible. How 
to expect the film establishment to 
pay for the making and distributing 
of films which directly challenge its 
existence ? I do not wish to say 
that differences in sensibility aro 
purely formal and of no ideological 
importance. What I mean is that 
these differences are perhaps the 
only ones which can be accommodat¬ 
ed within a particular set up. How¬ 
ever, the fostering of certain sensi¬ 
bilities positively prepares radical 


changes in social structures, while 
other forms of sensibility tend to 
make existing structures more ac¬ 
ceptable. Beyond this, film making 
offers little scope for revolutionary 
activity. It is only by encouraging 
subtle shifts in sensibility that films 
can prepare social changes. To ask 
more than this from films in our 

E resent socio-economic situation may 
e brave but is sadly unrealistic. 

Ray. of course, is well aware of 
all this. It seems to me, therefore, 
that the questions he has faced and 
—as his, steady work indicates— 
answered can be summarised as fol¬ 
lows : (a) whether he ought to ad¬ 
just his approach to the sensibility 
of a group which, although increas¬ 
ing, is still a minority of bis audi¬ 
ence; (b) whether the film establish¬ 
ment would permit such an adjust¬ 
ment on his part and; (c) whether, 
given the relative value of film 
styles and approaches and their 
short span of life, he should not 
keep to his own versatile approach. 

Whatever his choice, present or 
future, Ray continues to be looked 
upon as a leader by younger film 
makers. All may not wish to fol¬ 
low his approach. (Surely, all would 
not be able to follow it). But the 
attitude ofi all may be summed up 
in these few words a young film 
maker told me recently : “I do not 
agree with all the Ray films, but him 
I respect. I believe that in this young 
film maker’s respect there were per¬ 
haps a little bit of awe and cer¬ 
tainly a great deal of admiration and 
love. 

Ray, of course, is well aware of 
love. I thought that was right. 
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Nurse Angela Fernandes 
finds Anacin strong 
enough to give quick 
relief from the aches and 
pains of colds and flu. 


What causes colds 
and Hu? 

Air-borne viruses from 
infected persons spread 
colds and flu. Normally, 
the body resists these 
viruses. But over-exer¬ 
tion or under-nourish¬ 
ment weakens the body 
and lowers resistance 
to infection. 

What are the symptoms? 

Bodyache, heaviness in 
the head, sneezing and 
a runny nose. Flu is 
often accompanied by 
shivering, discomfort 
and sweating. Cough, 
sore throat, loss of 
appetite and fatigue 
may follow. 

Can it lead to 
complications? 
Neglected cases may 
lead to pneumonia and 


infection of the upper 
respiratory tract. 

How does Anacin help? 
Anacin relieves the 
misery of colds and 
flu. Anacin is strong— 
it contains more of the 
pain-reliever doctors 
most recommend all 
over the world. Anacin 
is trusted by millions. 
It is a combination of 
medicines like a 
doctor’s trusted pre¬ 
scription. So at the first 
signs of cold or flu take 



Anacin four times a 

day. 

What else should 

you do? 

• Drink plenty of 
fluids, boiled water, 
orange or lemon 
juice 

• Eat nourishing foods 

• Rest adequately 

• Gargle with anti¬ 
septic or salt water 

• Keep rooms properly 
ventilated 


Strong and trusted 

MANNERS 

PtHAC/y 


India's most popular pain-reliever 
From the Anacin Division of Geoffrey Manners 

*n*0d.TM 


BODYACHE CONE 
WITH A GLASS Of 



20 


R* 1 1 59 A 


A-16-4/77 




Heil Fascism ? 


S TRANGE things are happen¬ 
ing these days. 

On June 25, Mrs Indira Gandhi, 
Mr Oevara] Urs and other Con- 
gress(I) leaders descended on the 
serene ashram -at Paunar and 
had an audience with the vener 
able A chary a. Thereafter, they 
told the waiting Pressmen that 
their Party’s programme for the 
uplift of the poor was discussed 
and that Viooba Bhave had bless¬ 
ed it all. 

On July 15, Mr Bal Vijay Tem- 
bekar, the Acharya's private secre¬ 
tary, issued a Press statement 
denying it all. The Party’s 
political programme was not even 
mentioned during the meeting 
with Acharya Bhave, let alone be¬ 
ing b lo ssed, he said. 

But that is not the main point. 
What surprises us most is this : 
why so many tears for the poor ? 
Every politiciau of every Partv 
seems to brave such intense feel¬ 
ing for the poor ! Gwe him five 
minutes to speak and he will cry 
himself hoarse oh the plight ot 
the downtrodden. There is hard¬ 
ly any other issue in this Coun¬ 
try on which everybody agrfees. 
Why then do the poor become 
even poorer ? Some 40 per cent 
nf India's population were below 
the poverty line a decade ago; 
uow there are many more. 

India is one of the richest in 
the world in her natural resour¬ 
ces. Its arable land per head is 
five times that in Japan, and 80 
per cent higher than China’s. 
Our mineral reserves, such as 
coal, iron ore, manganese, mica, 
etc., are enviable % any stan¬ 
dard. The calibre of our scien¬ 
tists, engineers, doctors, econo¬ 
mists, pnilosophers (and politi¬ 
cians) have been recognised the 
world over. Check the annual 
results in the universities of Cam¬ 
bridge, Oxford, London, Chicago, 
Harvard; you will find the names 
of Indian students among the top 
10. India’s workers ana farmers 
are no less hard working than 
their counterparts in say, the 
United States, or the Soviet Union; 
in fact, they work much harder. 
Yet, In this country the poor be¬ 
come poorer, and the middle 
class sinks deeper into the dregs 
nf poverty. Certainly, God can¬ 
not be blamed for all this. Nor 
can it be Called the penance of 
800 million Indians for gins com¬ 


mitted in an earlier incarnation. 
There is simply not enough space 
in this earth for us to commit 
all the required sins. 

Every year the number of un¬ 
employed persons is going up. 
The economy does not absorb 
even the fresh entrants to the 
labour force; the backlog of un¬ 
employment end under-employ¬ 
ment piles up every day. This 
is the story of the last 30 years. 
Yet, the Prime Minister has 
solemnly announced that within a 
decade the scourge of poverty 
and unemployment will be Banish¬ 
ed from this land. It is not clear 
where thie evils will be banished 
to, or how. There are, of course, 
a few indications in the Draft 
Sixth Plan; and let vs hope the 
Planning Commission knows what 
it is talking about. 

The Draft Sixth Plan proposes 
to give a subsidy to producers to 
promote labour-intensive indus¬ 
tries This is a good idea; how¬ 
ever, it needs deeper analysis. 
The plan, as it is, implies a sub¬ 
sidy of about Rs 20 per worker 
per dhy. If so, it would be a 
highly lucrative business to open 
private employment exchanges. 
Hire a person, pay him Rs 10 a 
day, get the subsidy of Rs 20 
from the Government, and you 
make a clean profit of Rs 10 with¬ 
out any investment. You may 
think it absurd; but remember 
this is a country with hundreds 
of ghost companies, and scores of 
“workers” who exist only on pay¬ 
rolls. The lure of such a colos¬ 
sal subsidy will attract all kinds 
of racketeers. Besides, please do 
the simple calculations and find 
out how much it would cost the 
Government annually to subsidise 
even one-tenth of the 49 million 
to be given jobs. 

E VEN then, let us suppose the 
problem of unemployment is 
somehow taken care of. Does it 
mean the end of poverty in 
India ? Not exactly. About 10 
per cent of the labour force is 
unemployed, whereas as much as 
60 per cent of the population are 
below the poverty fine. Obvious¬ 
ly, a large number of families of 
the persons who are already em¬ 
ployed do hot get enough to eat. 
Their earnings are too low to 
provide two square meals a day. 
That is to say, employment at 
the prevailing rates of earnings 
is not enough to eradicate their 
povertv. Full employment at 


mucii higher wage rates is the 
only solution to Indio's massive 
poverty. 

It , is doubtful whether this can 
be done unless a profound trans¬ 
formation of the social, political 
and economic set-up is accom¬ 
plished. Wages, corrected for 
price changes, have remained 
virtually stagnant, if not declined, 
during the last 30 years; any sub¬ 
stantial improvement on this score 
seems to be out of question in 
the near future. 

Three-fourths of India's culti¬ 
vated land remains idle for most 
of the year; excess capacities in 
industrial plants and machinery 
stare at us while unemployed men 
and women roam around in search 
of jobs. The economic system 
has failed to make the best use 
of our human and natural re¬ 
sources. This is the opportune 
moment for fascism to raise its 
head and to claim itself as the 
only viable alternative, distinct 
from capitalism and socialism. 
With hungry mobs, unemployed 
youths and the frustrated middle 
class marching behind him. thn 
“Fuehrer” comes to capture power. 
He promises a bonanza but suc¬ 
ceeds only in getting the trains 
running on time 

Fascism is degenerated capital¬ 
ism caught in the grip of an 
acute crisis. There comes a time 
in the life of a society when the 
strifes among classes, castes, and 
tribes reach a stalemate, the war¬ 
ring gToups being exhausted in 
the course of prolonged struggle 
and momentarily lost in the criss¬ 
cross of firing. At such times the 
social institutions become clouded 
by the swirling dusts of the bat¬ 
tlefield. »The judiciary, the legis¬ 
lature, and the entire battery of 
traditional moorings which has 
kept our society in place so far, 
all crumble to pieces or disappear 
slowly. 

Is India today in the throes of 
such a social disintegration? ! 
do not have the complete answer. 
What I have are just a few sim¬ 
ple questions. Why is such a 
potentially rich country like India 
in such a mess as it is today ? 
Why do some 400 million Indians 
have to live on the brink of 
starvation ? If our half 

penny politicians with their empty 
talk are no longer going to be to¬ 
lerated. should we rather opt for 
a firm, decisive, charismatic, 
shrewd, fascist dictator who can 
get things done by hook or by 
crook ? Or, is there any other 
way ? 

RANJIT K. SAU 





A wonder is born 


A revolution has overtaken 
science. On July 25, two 
British gynaecologists, after 
being repeatedly frustrated, 
finally succeeded in materia¬ 
lising a human child from an 
artificially fertilised embryo 
in a laboratory. Where will 
this event lead civilisation 
to 7 P A T H I K GUHA 
explains. 


i t A SMALL step for a human 
being, but a giant leap for 
mankind,” was how Neil Armstrong 
described his emotions when he set 
foot on the moon. Most people 
would have thought the same when 
nine years later, on the night of 
July 25, Mrs Lesley Brown gave 
birth to a baby girl after an embryo 
was transplanted in her uterus 
from a test tube at Oldham. Hospi¬ 
tal, Britain. Mrs Brown was appa¬ 
rently barren and had almost lost 
hope of motherhood, until a medi¬ 
cal experiment made all the differ¬ 
ence. But to scientists the world 
over, the birth means much more. 
It is the invasion of technology 
into one of nature’s most jealously 
guarded preserves: childbirth. 

Discounting all the fanfare and 
publicity about the so-called test 
tube baby, christened Louise, little 
•s known about the work done by. 
Oldham Hospital's two gynaecolo¬ 
gists, Dr Patrick Steptoe, 65, and Dr 
Robert Edwards, 52, who helped Mrs 
Brown’s dream of a baby come true. 
And those who know about tbe ex¬ 
periment do not want to talk. 
Associated Newspapers Ltd., who 
own the London Daily Mail and 
London Evening News are reported 
to have peid the Browns £325,000 
(Rs. 52 lakhs) for the world syndi¬ 
cation rights of the story. So keen 
were the interested parties on keep¬ 
ing the matter a secret that it was 
not until July 15 that Associated 
Press (AP) were able to unearth 
the name of the woman involved. 
AP were pursuing a story about a 
bomb hoax in Oldham Hospital 
following which Mrs Brown is report¬ 
ed to have been evacuated from her 
ward. To protect her from the atten¬ 
tion of newsmen Dr Steptoe said, 
••afore childbirth: “It must be recog¬ 
nised that in the weeks ahead an 
atmosphere of total calm is vital 
to the well-being of the mother and 
her child-to-be. So we request the 
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news media not to put any pressure 
on the patient.” He also said that it 
was they who had advised the happy 
couple to make a special arrange¬ 
ment with a syndication service in 
order to relieve the pressure on 
them and also “secure a financial 
future for their child". 

Only the extremely gullible would 
fail to see why Mrs Brown was no 
ordinary patient and why the doc¬ 
tors were against publicity. Dr 
Steptoe and Dr Edwards are the 
very same doctors who had failed 
in a hundred previous > experiments 
with test-tube conceptions. The 
first woman they tried it on in 1966 
was able to host the embryo for 21 
days. Carl Wood of Monash Univer¬ 
sity, Victoria, Australia had reported 
doing a similar experiment, also with¬ 
out success. How the two Oldham 
gynaecologists succeeded in this 
attempt, where all previous efforts 
had ended, in miscarriages, will not 
be publicly known until they publish 
full details of their work. But a 
rough idea can be had. 

Since it was confirmed that Mr* 
Brown’s failure to conceive was due 
to a defect in her fallopian tubes the 
doctors extracted an egg from Mrs 
Brown’s ovary and used sperms from 
her husband to fertilise it in a test 
tube containing culture medium. 
After four and a half days the ferti¬ 
lised egg was inserted into Mrs 
Brown’s womb. This, of course, is 
easier said than done. In earlier 
experiments it was found that egg- 
cells taken out of the Mother’s womb 


were not ready for fertilisation. 
Another difficulty was that the 
sperms are not as effective in. vitro 
as in vivo. Apparently, they undergo 
some- kind of ‘capacitation’ in their 
natural environment But even after 
these.difficulties had been overcome, 
it was seen that the fertilised egg 
failed to grow normally before and 
after implantation in the uterus. 

Mrs Brown was the first Woman 
not to miscarry within a few months 
of. the implantation, as happened in 
all other cases. Her successful con¬ 
ception and delivery proves that the 
two doctors managed to create the 
correct hormonal conditions for ira- 

lantation. To this end Mrs Brown 

ad to be fed hormones regularly 
twice: first to make her ovary pro¬ 
duce an egg at the required tune, 
and second, to make her womb 
accept and host the nascent embryo 
from tbe test tube. The embryo's 
brief stay outside Mrs Brown’s womb. 
Was the most difficult part of the 
experiment The - growing embryo 
was kept in total darkness and 
examined periodically under the 
microscope to ensure Hut its cells 
were multiplying at the proper rate. 
When the doctors were satisfied 
there were no abnormalities in the 
embryo they transplanted it in the 
mother’s womb. 

This method might be an answer 
to apparent infertility in women. 
Even women who are wholly infer¬ 
tile might become mothers if they 
can accept the implantation of a 
fertilised egg from a donor woman. 


ilkisirajion : Arup Das 






















Stages in the fertilisation of human eggs in vivo (by natural process). 
The sequence from upper left shows an unfertilised egg with the first 
polar body, and sperms in successive stages of penetration. From lower 
left: a sperm just enters the cytoplasm of the egg; the sperm head 
enlarges soon after fertilisation begins . and on egg with two pronulcet 
and polar bodies. Some of these illustrations were provided by Dr 
Edwards and Dr Steptoe themselves. 


Quite possibly, the stage Is now set 
for the breeding of a whole new 
generation of test tube babies—a 
proximation of Huxley’s paranoic 
vision of human beings being pro- 
duced in ‘baby factories’; 


T HE possibility of ’creating’ human 
life In the test tube has long 
fascinated and repelled scientists and 
laymen alike. Because of the pro¬ 
gress in manipulating embryos in 
artificial conditions, many believe 


that this possibility, with all its ethi¬ 
cal, and legal dimensions, will be 
realised in the near future. But 
some pertinent questions are bound 
to be raised: Is vitro fertilisation of 
human egg-cells a valid means of 
alleviating the agonies of infertility? 
Is it dehumanising and an unaccept¬ 
able violation of natural processes? 
True, infertility due to faults in the 
oviducts has other remedies, one of 
them being an operation for the 
reconstruction of the organ. But why 
should man overtly tamper with 
nature? From our rudimentary 
knowledge of genetic engineering it 
is known that the biological fate 
a child is determined at the time 
when its parents’ cells unite to form 
the embryo. Is there any assurance 
that by the test-tube technique there 
may not be an imperfect fertilisa¬ 
tion, resulting in the development of 
of a deformed or handicapped child? 
Of course, all conception is fraught 
with such risks. But it will have to 
be determined whether fertilisation 
in vitro is more risk-prbne than nor¬ 
mal fertilisation in vivo. 


Scientists of the ‘test-tube dub’ 
have their answers ready for this 
debate. One of the issues raised is 
the social and legal approval of abor¬ 
tion. It is also pointed out that in 
every case of conception, the foetus 
poses a risk to the mother. If it 
becomes a threat to her mental and 
physical health, the risk takes the 
form of a conflict. Growing the em¬ 
bryo outside her system, in vitro, 
obviates such hazards. Moreover, 


Can anyone have a test tube baby ? 


H OW exactly did Dr Patrick 
Steptoe and Dr Robert Ed¬ 
wards go about the experiment? A 
woman produces egg-cells once a 
month; so, the first step in the ex¬ 
periment is to observe and make 
a precise record of her ovulation 
timing. Shortly before ovulation, 
the doctors locate the greatest 
bulge in the ovary, which is the 
most mature follicle containing 
ova with its membranes and fluid. 
The woman is then subjected to a 
laparascopic examination, i.e., 
examination under a' long, narrow 
microscope with special luminary 
aids, front the slit in the navel. 
The procedure consists in putting 
a needle through inside and from 
the biggest bulge in the ovary, 
fluid is aspirated under vision 
When all the fluid has been aspi¬ 
rated and seen under the micros¬ 
cope, it shows the ova. The 
method of course, is highly tech¬ 
nical and exacting. 

The aspirated fluid is then de¬ 
canted into a test tube in which 
the atmosphere of the fallopian 
tube Is simulated. After all the 
- natural conditions for fertilisation 


have been met, the husband’s 
sperms are brought into contact 
with the ova in the fluid. This 
enables a sperm to break through 
the membrane and fertilise an 
egg cell. In a normal preananev. 
the fertilised egg travels down the 
fallopian tube and settles in the 
lining of the uterus where it is 
implanted and starts life. This 
marks the onset of pregnancy. 
But in the test tube, when ferti¬ 
lisation occars, the fertilised egg 
has to be observed closely every 
day to ensure that it undergoes 
the necessary changes It would 
have undergone while travelling 
down the fallopian tube to the 
uterus. These changed consist in 
the division of the fertilised cell 
into six to eight segments. If these 
changes occur in the test tube, the 
fertilised egg is implanted through 
the opening of the prospective 
mother’s uterus into her uterine 
cavity. For this purpose the ute¬ 
rine cavity must be sufficiently 
conditioned by the external admi¬ 
nistration of horrssenes, to prepare 
the uterine lining. This must be 
done approximately four to seven 
days after fertilisation has occur¬ 


red. While fertilisation is relati¬ 
vely easy to manipulate, the im¬ 
plantation of the egg in the uterus 
ts the most difficult and anxious 
period in the experiment. Re¬ 
search on the possibility of test- 
tube babies has been going on 
for ten years now, and this is the 
first time that a fertilised egg has 
been successfully implanted and a 
full term pregnancy has ensued. 
Even if the Implantation is suc¬ 
cessful, it is still virtually impos¬ 
sible to predict whether a full 
term pregnancy will follow, as it 
did with Mrs Brown. 


The wide publicity given to the 
test-tube experiment may have 
brought cheer to every childless 
couple. But it should be realised 
that the technique is applied only 
to those women who have a defect 
in their fallopian tubes, which is 
preventing conception. If there is 
any other cause for the lack of an 
offspring, the technique, sadly, is 
hot of any value. 


OLGA TELLIS 
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ARTIFICIAL 

INSEMINATION 

T HERE scorns to be increasing 
public awareness in recent 
times of the use of artificial in¬ 
semination for treating barren 
couples. The process entails no¬ 
thing more complicated than in- 
.iectinfi semen in the uterus of a 
barren woman. The practice of 
artificial insemination is now wide¬ 
ly applied throughout the world 
in cattle-breeding farms. The 
establishment of sperm-banks was 
a major breakthrough in this 
direction. • In these banks, semen 
from the male reproductive organ 
is stored in a liquified medium at 


artificial insemination and fertilisa¬ 
tion by the test-tube method is under¬ 
taken only on the express consent ot 
the married couple. 

The British Medical Association's 
central ethical committee early in 
July, gave its sanction to the test- 
tube technique. The secretary of 
the BMA Dr John Dawson said: "I 
think that it (the experiment) is a 
miracle of modern science." But the 
hostility with which the experiment 


was criticised back in 1971 lingers. 
Several other scientists attacked Dr 
Edwards and Dr Steptoe for the 
enormous dangers of their technique; 
Nobel laureate Dr Max Perutz of 
Cambridge University said the two 
doctors would have to bear a terrible 
guilt if the test-tube method result- 
e jUP **irth o{ 8 sin * le abnormal 
child. Even the noted geneticist Dr 
James Watson who lauded the two 
doctors for their “very great accom¬ 
plishment” had warned them in 


a constant temperature of 190 
degrees C. Taking recourse to this 
system, a woman can be impreg¬ 
nated with sperm either from her 
husband or from a donor. Before 
vasectomy, a husband can present 
his sperm to the bank for freez¬ 
ing, thus preserving it indefinitely. 
Should the couple decide to have 
more children, the frozen sperm 
guarantees that the wife can still 
have her husband's child by artifi¬ 
cial insemination. 

CLONED CHILD 

in botany, clones are a group of 
plants produced from one original 
seedling. In genetics clones are 
an exact replica of a plant or an 
animal. It is seen that traits arc 
transferred from the parents to 
the progeny; the child inherits the 
attributes of both parents. The 
reason behind this is that at the 
time of fertilisation the father's 
sperm only contributes half of a 
total of forty chromosomes — the 




tics. The other half is contribu¬ 
ted by the mother’s egg cells. 
This is fusion as opposed to clon¬ 
ing. Cloning can best be described 
as copying. To achieve this, the 
nucleus of the ovum is replaced 
by the nucleus of "a somatic cell 
(no! sex cells as they contain 

. anly twenty three ihromnsomes) ol 
the father. This i, ;h«n left to 
grow in the womb of lb-- mother. 
Cloning has b. -u Jutiy 

fri-'i on frogs ami i >w . 
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Two doctors and 
a woman 

L ESLEY BROWN (30) and her fed-up and 1 
husband Gilbert John mav ful birth shi 


Lj husband Gilbert John mav 
well go down in history as the 
second Adam and Eve pair: they 
are harbingers of a new genera¬ 
tion of homo sapiens. She was 
till recently, yet another common 
earthly woman » rendered barren 
by a pair of damaged fallopian 
tubes. Her husband Gilbert John 
(38) is perfectly normal and has a 
17-year old daughter by a pre¬ 
vious marriage. Lesley and Gil¬ 
bert remained childless for nine 
years in their Bristol home before 
a twentieth century miracle 
afforded them a healthy progeny. 

Lesley is an attractive woman, 
just topping 5'5" with a cherubic 
face and shoulder-length, brown 
hair. She is a constant smoker 


fed-up and fat”. After the success¬ 
ful birth she told a Daily Mail 
correspondent : “I realise that this 
is scientific miracle. But in a way 
science has made us turn to God. 
We were not religious people. 
But when we discovered that all 
was working well and I was preg¬ 
nant. we just had to pray to God 
to give our thanks.” Since »he 
entire operation was controlled in 
a test-tube. Dr. Steptoe had even 
determined the child’s sex from 
chromosomal inspection. However 
Leslev insisted that this news- 
should not be broken to her : I 
have been waiting too long for 
this to be denied the surprise of 
learning whether the baby is a 
boy or a girl”. 

The two doctors involved in the 



Dr. Steptoe (left) and Dr. Edwards (standing) at his lab M Cam bridge 


though Dr. Steptoe apparently 
warned her that too many ciga¬ 
rettes would adversely affect her 
pregnancy. In the fluorescent blue 
special ward she wore a loose fit¬ 
ting housecoat, its brown motif 
matching her hair. Her bedside 
radio and television kept hei 
constantly informed about the 
storm she ' was raising in her 
country and abroad. Crossword 
puzzles, knitting and embroidery 
took up her leisure hours. Her - 
daily menu was nothing specta¬ 
cular: bread, butter and jam, 
steaks, pies and fruit salads. Re¬ 
ported a nurse: “She just feels 
like any other mother-to-be: tired. 


historic experiment, Edwards and 
Steptoe have a fantastic record in 

E * ological and gynaecological 
respectively. Ghubby-faeed, 
with a pair of bright roving eyes 
behind thick-rimmed glasses, Dr 
Patrick Steptoe pioneered the use 
of laparoscopy—an ingenious 
technique of examining the abdo¬ 
men. Equally industrious is his 
colleague, Dr Robert Edwards, 
soft-featured and gifted with a 
musical voice. He is a zealous 
experimenter; during his early 
days in Cambridge he is known to 
have scaled walls at night and 
stole into his laboratory to see it 
fertilised eggs were alive. 





News of the 
century 

S urprisingly, the first new* 

report on the birth of a test 
tube baby in Britain appeared in 
the New York Post. On April 19 
this paper ran a full length story 
drawing Its facts from Dr Patrick 
Stepoe. This set the ball rolling 
ami soon Oldham’s General Hos¬ 
pital was teeming with news- 
hounds from all over Britain. The 
scramble to Oldham soon assum¬ 
ed international proportions. True 
to the proverb, the Japanese were 
not far behind the English and 
Americans. A team of indcfa- 
tiguable Japanese photographers 
took to photographing every preg¬ 
nant woman in Oldham. In this 
mad rush journalistic ethics sub¬ 
served to all sorts of ingenious 
and devious methods. While Bri¬ 
tish tabloids engaged in this un¬ 
precedented rat-race, the more 
serious dailies denounced the 
whole affair as “unfortunate 
cheque-book journalism”. Time 
warned that the spate of publicity 
might prove detrimental to the 
child. 

Faced with these unexpected 
developments, Lesley and Joho 
Brown bought the services of a 
lawyer to help them in the “news 
auction’’ which came as a logical 
corollary. With over a dozen 
news agencies, newspapers and 
television networks shouting 
themselves hoarse to get the best 
bargain, only the Daily Mail 
emerged successful: on July 9, 
the Browns sold world print 
rights to Associated Newspapers, 
the. owners of the Mail, for 
$000,000. It, of course, recovered 
part of the investment imme¬ 
diately by selling North American 
print rights to the Enquirer. The 
Mail soon took steps to keep 
away other news reporters: a 
guard was stationed outside the 
pregnant mother’s room in Old¬ 
ham. Henceforth, other British 
tabloids had to content them¬ 
selves with second-hand reports. 

Comments emanating from the 
prestigious British dailies make 
Interesting reading. Peter Pres¬ 
ton. editor of The Guardian could 
not conceal bis pique when he 
wrote: “The research, the doctors 
the hospital—all were funded by 

S e taxpayer. It's as if the Prime 
blister said: ‘For 350 quid I will 
give you a private briefing'.” 
Express Editor Janeson in a 
grapes-are-sour tone blurted out : 
“This story is bigger than man 
connuering the moon. For the 
Mail to insist thev had the exclu¬ 
sive—that's like buying up Louis 
Pasteur and then saying you can 
ralv buy antiseptics through the 
Dcilti Mad syndication depart¬ 
ment!" 



The fimbrial extension and the preovulutory follicle m the ovary seen 
during laparoscopy on the 14th day of the menstrual cycle. The bulge 
appears to cover that part of the ovary containing the follicle (upper 
left). The remainder of the oviduct extends through the lower part of 
the picture. Blood vessels can be seen on the surface of the folUde. 
The picture is from Dr Edwards himself. 


1971: “You can only go ahead if you 
accept the risk of Infanticide”. 

The objection on the ground of 
infanticide, it is anticipated, will be 
strongest against a particular tech¬ 
nique of the test-tube method by 
which the sex of the offspring is 
sought to be predetermined. Since 
the growth of the embryo is very 
slow and gradual, embryologists be¬ 
lieve it may be possible to choose its 
sex. To this end, the development 
of a number of fertilised eggs will 
be watched at a stage when their sex 
can be determined. When it is time, 
an egg of the desired sex would then 
be implanted in the uterus of the 
mother. But since the fertilised eggs 
to be discarded shall be embryos at 
a fairly advanced stage of develop 
ment. throwing them away could 
possibly amount to ‘infanticide’. 

Artificial insemination with the 
sperms of an unknown donor is no 
longer news today. The other day, 
three Michigan newspapers carried 


an advertisement seeking maternal 
adoption for a childless couple. Two 
hundred women replied agreeing to 
artificial insemination, for fees vary¬ 
ing from 200 to 10,000 dollars. A 
similar appeal had also been issued 
in London. Us eventual result is a 
typically human footnote to the 
marvels of science. A childless 
couple eager to have a baby made an 
arrangement with a prostitute 
whereby she would be artificially in¬ 
seminated with a sperm of the hus¬ 
band’s in exchange for a fee of 
$5,500. But after the birth of the, 
child, the mother refused to part 
with it. Litigation followed. The 
nrostitute told the court that her 
love for the baby had compelled her 
to forsake the, degrading profession 
two mice were, at least for a short 
time, wandering about with human 
chromosomes functioning inside them. 
The experiment was the work ot 
Karl Illumensee of the University of 
Geneva, peter Hope and Carlos Croce 
of Wister Institute, Philadelphia at 
the Jackson Laboratory Maine, Their 
main object was to study the changes 
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in the activities of human -gehes 
during the course of their develop- 
merit. 

Knowledge of human genes is now 
going to establish that not biological 
traits alone, the behaviour of man 
too is determined by his genetic 
constitution. As society is unlikely 
to always allow a wedding between a 
scientist and a whore, scientists are 


keen to see what their offspring 
would be like if they ever married. 
So they indiscriminately create and 
destroy blastocysts (embryos three to 
four days after fertilisation) with the 
excuse that the embryo in its early 
stages, is hardly visible to the naked 
eye and not worthy ofl protection, 
like other microscopic forms of life. 
It is thus up to theologians to ask 
them for assurances that their tech¬ 


niques will not be used to the detri¬ 
ment of mankind, to question their 
authority to determine the quality 
of the human race, and discriminate 
in the process, between different 
human qualities. Bernard Shaw once 
lamented : “hater on liberty will not 
be enough; men will die for human 
perfection, to which they will sacri¬ 
fice all their liberty gladly.” Let 
posterity sit in judgment. 


Tomorrow's 'equal' society 


I RA LEVIN’S The Boys from Bra¬ 
zil took the world by surprise 
with a detailed account of a cons¬ 
piracy that was afoot to ‘produce’ 
a duster of cloned Hitlers. It was 
fiction, of course, but fiction 
rooted in a distinct possibility. 

We had another Ira Levin lately 
— Mr David Rorvik, formerly of 
Time, who authored a book, In 
his Image (Lippincott & Co; $8.95). 
The book was published as non- 
fiction but in it Mr Rorvik speaks 
of a 15-month-old baby boy who 
is cloned from an eccentric, aging 
millionaire, and hence his genetic 
duplicate, and alive and well. 
However lightly reatleis might 
choose to dismiss it as another 
cock-and bull yarn, Mr Rorvik 
claims : “I have *seen the child 
since his birth. He is alive, heal¬ 
thy and loved today.” 

Mr Rorvik gave details of the 
experiment that led to the cloned 
child. He first got together a 
team of brilliant bio medical scien¬ 
tists and bound them to secrecy. 
The doctors managed to replace 
the nucleus of an ovum with the 
nucleus of a spenn of the Cali¬ 
fornia millionaire. A “sultry 
Oriental woman’ 1 , according to Mr 
Rorvik. was then persuaded to 
carry the cloned embryo. Nine 
months after the successful ini- 
plenation, the woman delivered a 
blue-eyed baby boy whose genes 
tallied with those of the million¬ 
aire. For the sake of the child’s 
privacy and welfare, Mr Rorvik 
uses only pseudonyms in the book. 

Soon after the publication of the 
bt:ok, there was a furore in the 
world’s scientific circles. While lay¬ 
men doubted the authenticity of 
the story, scinetists. being well 
aware of the biological impedi¬ 
ments involved, question its very 
possibility. Some scientists even 
thought the book unworthy of dis¬ 
cussion and were convinced the 
people would themselves discard 
its contents as trash. Others 
thought fit to protest, and 
reacted sharply to it. Their 
comments were more forth¬ 
right than the review Image 
received in the New Yank Times : 



the book is “stupefyingly dull” 
and its narrator “dimwitted" 
Among the critics were such not¬ 
ables as geneticist Clement L. 
Market and cancer researcher 
Beatrice Mintz. Mr Market said: 
“I flatly disbelieve the claims,” 
and charged Mr Rorvik with “mis¬ 
leading advertising”. Ms Mintz 
called the book "unquestionably, a 
work of fiction”, and dubbed Mr 
Rorvik a “fraud and a jackass". 


Interestingly, despite being invi¬ 
ted twice to substantiate his claim. 
Mr Rorvik did not show up before 
the House Sub-Committee on 
Health and environment in Wash¬ 
ington. Moreover, Mr Rorvik had 
granted an interview to a Montana 
paper in which he had spoken 
about a novel be intended to write. 
He told the interviewer the book 
would be entitled “The Clone” 
and added : “It is a pornogra 
phic science fiction thriller based 
on current medical possibility.” 

Patricia Calarco, a specialist in 
early mammalian development at 
the University of California, San 
Fransisco, summed it up aptly : 
“It is incredibly unlikely that 
human cloning could have hap¬ 
pened already. We all think the 
story is a hoax to hike up book 
sales.” 

Rorvik’s book was followed by a 
spate of bone-chilling disclosure. 



about clandestine underground 
cloning. “As research in cloning 
and recombinant DNA proceeds, 
cloning factories will spring up for 
fabrication of standardised beings 
(clones) from genetic blueprints. 
These plastic beings frightening 
for their sinister potential, will 
fulfil, with unparalleled efficiency, 
any task assigned to them.” This 
was part of the editorial in the 
inaugural issue of Clones, a new 
magazine published from the USA. 
The magazine, dated “Summer, 
1978’, makes such feverish revela¬ 
tions as : “A coalition of world 
leaders has been cloned to lead 
forever”. Under the zany head¬ 
line : “Are cloning mills spring¬ 
ing up all over the world ?” ap¬ 
pears an exclusive interview with 
a 30-ycar-old defector from a Mid¬ 
west group engaged in the mass 
production of dunes. “People 
figured something was going on... 
I mean here are all these preg¬ 
nant women and no husband visi¬ 
ble,” he remarks. Further dis¬ 
closures go on to prove there are 
even ways to have a wife of one’s 
choice and spare parts for oneself 
rfoned and there are humans with 
programmed clones. A dire warn¬ 
ing is also issued to prepare for a 
possible clone revolt. When the en¬ 
slaved majority rises, it is pro¬ 
phesied. “surprised humans would 
be slain in offices, streets and 
houses.” 

P.G. 
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IIAR 

WARS 

************1 

In an unknown galaxy, thousands of light years from 
earth, it is a time of civil war. The rebel princess Leia, 
aided by two intrepid robots, See-Threepio and Artoo- 
Detoo, has managed to steal plans to the ultimate 
weapon of the evil Galactic Empire : The Death Star, 
an armoured space station with enough power to 
destroy a planet. The Empire's agents, however, cap¬ 
ture Leia. The two robots in the meantime escape 
with a cryptic message from the princess to Ben 
Kenobi in a distant planet. Here the robots are cap¬ 
tured by strange-looking hooded creatures who sell 
them to the handsome Luke Skywalker. Luke stumbles 
on the message while repairing a damage to Artoo- 
Detoo but is unable to decipher it. That evening 
Artoo-Detoo disappears. 



L UKE and Threepio set off from 
the homestead early the next 
morning. Uncle Owen was none too 
pleased because he had jobs that 
he wanted the boy to do. Luke, 
however, was more interested in 
finding the missing robot and when 
the scanner on his speeder—a fast- 
moving land craft—picked up a 

droid his excitement mounted, very 
soon they spotted Artoo-Detoo and 
pulled up alongside him. 

“Master Luke is now your right¬ 
ful owner,” Threepio explained to 
the robot. “We'll have no more of 
this Obi-wan Kenobi gibberish.” 

It was Artoo-Detoo who gave them 
warning of something approaching 
from the south east. 

“It could be sandpeople — or 
worse,” said Luke. “Come on, let’s 
go!” 

But they were too late. Suddenly 
they were surrounded by a group 
of the evil-looking sand creatures 
and Luke was knocked unconscious 
to the floor. If it hadn’t been for 
the timely arrival of Ben (Obi-wan) 
Kenobi. anything might have hap¬ 
pened. Both Threepio and Artoo- 
Detoo were terrified. However, as 
Ben, a proud, hooded figure, appear¬ 
ed on the scene, the sandpeople 
dispersed. 

Ben, an old man with a grey 
beard, was a most dignified figure. 
His eyes were blue and clear and, 
despite his age, he looked a power¬ 
ful man. Now he stooped by Luke 
to see what damage had been done. 
Not far away, Artoo-Detoo beeped 
excitedly. 

“Come here, my little friend," 
said Ben kindly. “Don’t be afraid. 
This boy will be all right. He’s for¬ 
tunate to be all in one piece.” 


Hideous-looking Jawas zero in on the craft carrying Threepio and Avtoo- 
Detoo 


When Luke regained conscious¬ 
ness, he looked up at the old man. 



“Ben Kenobi!” he gasped. “Boy, 
am I glad to see you!” 

“The Jundland wastes are not to 
be travelled lightly,” said Ben. “Let 
if be a warning. Now, tell me young 
Luke, what brings you out this far?” 

“This little droid,” explained Luke, 
gesturing towards Artoo-Detoo. “I 
think he’s searching for his former 
master. I’ve never seen such* devo¬ 
tion in a droid before. He claims to 
be the property of Obi-wan Kenobi. 
Is he a relative of yours?” 

Ben looked curiously at Luke. 

“Obi-wan," he said quietly. “Now 
that's a name I’ve not heard in a 
long time.” 

“I think my uncle knew him," 
said Luke. “He said he was dead.” 

“0! he’s not dead,” said Ben 
with smile. “Not yet.” 
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A Tuslan Raider, a vicious desert bandil, cm his beastly vehicle 


"Do you know him?’’ asked the 
boy. 


“Oh, I know him,” said Ben. “He’s 
me!" 

At this Avtoo-Detoo beeped excit¬ 
edly and Luke gasped. 

"t haven’t gone by that name 

since . oh, before you were 

born," said the old man. He looked 
at Artoo-Detoo. “I don’t seem to re¬ 
member owning a droid. Anyway, I 
think we better get back indoors. 
The sandpeople are easily startled 
but they'll be back soon—and in 
greater number.” 

They found Threepio lying near 
by with a badly injured arm. 

“I don’t think I can make it,” he 
said as he saw the damage. Wires 
were' ripped and it looked very bad. 
"You go on, master Luke. There’s 
no sense in your risking yourself on 
my account. I’m done for.” 

“No you’re not,” said Luke and 
he helped the robot to his feet. 

As they made for safety, Luke 
learned that Ben—like his father— 
had been a Jedi Knight. They were 
the guardians of peace and justice 
in the old days before the dark 
times had come to the galaxy. In¬ 
deed, Ben and Luke’s father had 
been close friends. 

At Ben’s domed house, Luke went 
to work on Threepio’s arm and, 
while he did so, Ben chatted away. 

”1 have something for you,” said 
the old man. “Your father wanted 
,Vbu to have this when you were old 
enough but your uncle wouldn’t 
allow it. He feared you might follow 
old’ Obi-wan on some damned fool 


idealistic crusade like your father 
did.” 

From an ancient-looking chest, 
Ben pulled out a Jong, shining 
sword-shaped weapon. 

“Your father’s light saber,” Ben 
explained. “This is a weapon of a 
Jedi Knight. Not as clumsy or ran¬ 
dom as a blaster. An elegant weapon 
for a more civilised day. For over a 
thousand generations the Jedi 
Knights were the guardians in the 

old republic . before the dark 

times, before the Empire. Your 
father died when a young Jedi 
named Darth Vader, who was a 
pupil of mine, turned to evil. He 


helped the Empire hunt down and 
destroy the Jedi Knights. He betray 
ed and murdered your father. Now 
the Jedi are all but extinct. Vader 
was seduced by the dark side of the 
Force.” 

“The Force?” queried Luke, 

“The Force is what gives the Jed! 
his power,” explained Ben. "It’s an 
energy field created by all living 
things. It surrounds us, and pene 
trates us. It binds the galaxy toge¬ 
ther.” 

Luke told Ben about the figure of 
Leia which had appeared from Artoo- 
Detoo. 

“I saw part of the message,” he 
said. 

Ben turned his attention to the 
robot, He patted the robot’s head 
and a projected light and a holo 
gram of Leia appeared. 

“I seem to have found it,” said 
Ben. 

Transfixed, they watched the tiny 
figure. 

“General Kenobi,” it began. 
“Years ago you served iny father in 
the Clone Wars. Now he begs you 
to help him in his struggle against 
the Empire. I regret that I am un¬ 
able to present my father’s request 
to you in person but my ship has 
fallen under attack and I’m afraid 
my mission to bring you to Alderaan 
has failed. 1 have placed informa¬ 
tion vital to the survival of the 
rebellion into the memory system of 
this R-2 unit. My father will know 
how to retrieve it. You must see 
this droid is safely delivered to him 
on Alderaan. This is our most des¬ 
perate hour.” And then the part of 
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the message Luke had seen before. 
“Help me, Obi wan Kenobi, you’re 
my only hope.” 

The figure disappeared from view 
and the men considered what I.eia 
had said. 

“If you are to come with me to 
Alderaan,’’ said Ben, “you must learn 
the ways of the Force." 

“I'm not going to Alderaan,*’ 
laughed Luke. 'Tve gotta get home. 
It’s late. I’m in for it as it is.” 

“I need your help,” said Ben. "She 
needs your help. I’m getting too old 
for this sort of thing.” 

“I can’t get involved," insisted 
Luke. ‘Tve got work to do. It’s not 
that I like the Empire. I hate it. 
But there’s nothing I can do about 
it right now. Look, I can take you 
to Anchorhead. You can get trans¬ 
port there to wherever you're going.” 

“Of course you must do what yon 
feel is right,” said Ben sadly. 

T HE huge spacecraft called Death 
Star hovered above a planet. 
Inside it, in the Death Star confe¬ 
rence room, the generals and 
senators were having a vital meet¬ 
ing. 

General Taggi of the Imperial 
Force, an impressive but evil-looking 
man, was speaking. 

“Until this battle station is fully 
operational we are vulnerable,” he 
said. “The rebel alliance is too well 
equipped. They’re more dangerous 
than you realise." 

"Dangerous to your starfleet, 
Commander," interrupted another 
general called Motti. “But not to 
this Battle Station.” 

“The rebellion will continue to 
gain support in the Imperial Senato 
so long as.” 

Taggi was again interrupted—this 
time by General Tarkin. 

“The Imperial Senate will no long¬ 
er be of any concern to us,” he said. 
"I’ve just received word that the 
Emperor lias dissolved the Council 
permanently. The last remnants of 
the old republic have been swept 
away." 

"That's impossible,” said Taggi 
aghast^ "How will the Emperor 
maintain control without the bureau¬ 
cracy.” 

“The regional governors now have 
direct control over their territories,” 
snapped Tarkin. “Fear ... will keep 
the local systems in line. Fear of 
this Battle Station.” 

“And what of the rebellion?” ask¬ 
ed Taggi. “If the rebels have obtain¬ 
ed a complete technical readout of 
this station, it is possible, however 

30 


unlikely, that they might find a 
weakness and exploit it.” 

For the first time Darjh Vader 
spoke. 

“The plans you refer to will soon 
be back in our hands,” he assured 
the meeting. 

Motti did opt seem to think this 
was important. 

“Any attack made by the rebels 
on this station would be useless no 
matter what technical data they’ve 
obtained,” he said scornfully. “This 
station is now the ultimate power 
in the universe. 1 suggest we use it.” 

"Don’t be too proud of this tech¬ 
nological terror you’ve constructed,” 
warned Vader. “The ability to des¬ 
troy a planet is insignificant next to 
the power of the Force.” 

“Don’t try to frighten us with 
your sorcerer's ways, Lord Vader,” 
put in Motti. “Your sad devotion to 
that ancient religion has not helped 
you conjure up the stolen data tapes 
or given you clairvoyance enough to 
find the rebel's hidden fortress ...” 

“Lord Vader will provide us with 
the location of the rebel fortress,” 
said Tarkin. “By that time this sta¬ 
tion will be operational and we will 
then crush the rebellion with one 
swift stroke.” 


M EANWHILE something terrible 
had happened which changed 
completely Luke’s plans for the 
future. Returning to his home they 
came across the debris of what had 
been a sandcrawler. Around it were 
dead Jawas. 

“It looks like sandpeople,” said 
Luke. “Look, here’s gaffi sticks, 
Bantha tracks — but I never heard 
them hitting anything this big be¬ 
fore." 

"They didn’t," said Ben wisely. 
“We are meant to think that they 
did. These tracks are side by side. 
Sandpeople always ride single file 
to hide their numbers.” 

Then Luke made a frightening 
discovery. 

“These are the same Jawas that 
sold us Artoo and Thrcepio,” he 
exclaimed. 

But Ben was busy studying the 
damage. 

“And these blast points too accu¬ 
rate for sandpeople,” he said 
thoughtfully. “Only Imperial storm- 
troopers are so precise.” 

"But why would Imperial troops 
want to slaughter Jawas?” asked a 
confused Luke. Then a terrible 
thought struck him. “If they traced 
the robots here they may have 
learned who they sold them to... 
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Luke returns to find his home obliterated: what changed his plans 


and that would lead them back ... 
home!” 

With that thought in his mind, 
he ran for his speeder. Together 
with Ben, they raced towards his 
home. 

One look at the place told him 
the terrible truth. The whole area 
was devastated. 

“Uncle Owen,” he shouted. “Aunt 
Bern!” 

But it was no good. They were 
dead. Only some smouldering re¬ 
mains were left. 

W ITH his aunt and uncle dead 
and his home destroyed by the 
Imperial troops, Luke knew what he 
had to do. 

“I want to come to Alderaan with 
you," he told Ben. "I want to learn 
the ways of the Force and become a 
Jedi like my father.” 

“First we must go to Mos Eisley 
Spaceport," said Ben. “But I warn 
you, you will never find a more 
wretched hive of scum and villainy 
than at this place. Wc must be 
cautious. But there we can find a 
pilot who will take us to Alderaan. 
Most of the best freighter pilots 
can he found at Mos Eisley 
Spaceport.” 

With Tbreepio and Artoo-Dctoo 
following faithfully, they set off for 
the Spaceport. On arrival Luke 
could see what Ben had meant about 
the place being a hive of villainy. 
Going into a bar, Luke saw to his 
horror that it was filled with hideous 
looking creatures ... snake-shaped 
figures; green leathery-skinned ani¬ 
mals; creatures covered with hair 
and with blazing red eyes; frog-like 
things; bird-like shapes...and amongst 
them one or two humans, all drink¬ 
ing and listening to music being 
played by a band that looked as if 
it had been born of some chamber 
of horrors. 

Ben did not seem to be put off by 


the creatures. Instead he busied 
himself talking to an odd creature 
which, later, Luke learned wa$ 
Chewbacca, from a race called 
Wookiee, tall, anthropoids with quasi- 
nionkey fares and large, blue eyes. 
After a chat with the creature, Ben 
turned to Luke. 

"Chewbacca here is first mate on 
a ship that might suit us,” he said. 
“The captain is over here.” 

They walked through the vile 
atmosphere of the bar to a quiet 
table at which was seated a good- 
looking young man. After a moment’s 
conversation between the man and 
Chewbacca, the man got up. 

“I’m Han Solo," he said. “Captain 
of the Millennium Falcon, a Corellian 
pirate starship. Chewie here tells 
me you're looking for a passage to 
the Alderaan System " 

“If it’s a fast ship,” said Ben. 

“Fast ship?" said Solo with a 
cynical chuckle. “You’ve never 
heard of the Millennium Falcon. It’s 
the ship that made the Kellel run in 
less than twelve par secs! ‘I’ve 
outrun Imperial Starships, not the 
local bulk-cruisers—I’m talking about 
the big Corellian ships. She’s fast 
enough for you, old man. What’s 
the cargo?” 

"Only me, the boy and two droids 
—and no questions asked.” 

“Local trouble?” asked Solo. 

“Let’s say we’d like to avoid any. 
Imperial entanglements,” replied Ben 
cautiously. 

“Well, that's the real trick, isn’t it? 
And it’s gonna cost you something 
extra.” 

“We can pay you two thousand 
now and fifteen when we reach 
Alderaan," said Ben. 

“Seventeen, uh?" said Solo. "Okay. 
You guys have got yourself a ship. 
We’ll leave as soon as you’re ready. 
Docking Bay Ninety-four.” 

They raised the two thousand by 
selling Luke's speeder and then they 
were ready to go. 

To b« continued 
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about a venture be is working on. 
Even enthusiasm should have its 
limits. lust because Des Pardes has 
done better than he expected, Dev 
has gone into his next film (Loot 
Maar) with typically fllmi extra- 
ance, which is exactly what be 
ing Hare R 
Krishna's success (he made a disaster 
called lshk lshk lshk): Success and 
failure, instead of turning Dev wiser, 
seem to turn him front filmmaker to' 
folly-maker. He never learns from 
his mistakes 1 

I T’s not often that a character-actor 
gets the chance to be so amus¬ 
ing and so when it does happen, it’s 
hat we highlight it. David 
has announced his retirement from 
films. You might ask what retire¬ 
ment since, in any case, he was 
receiving barely two offers in three 
years. Perhaps it’s the disillusion¬ 
ment of it all that has made David 
decide to emigrate to Canada. That 
is called a total disappearance ! 

I T looks like Raj Kapoor will never 

get tired of making films.and 

publicity stunts. His Sixty am . 

overexposure doesn’t seem to have 
taught him to be cautious (for no¬ 
body can deny that it was over-publi¬ 
city that murdered* the enthusiasm 
that people might have had to see 
the film)—he’s at it again. He is 
deciding to make another film, but • 
be has not yet got it clear iu his 
mind what kind of a film and with 
whom (you can bet it won’t be with 
Zeenat Aman !). njt even while 
thinking, the Kapoor camp is busy 
dishing opt rumours about Raj’s new 
venture. Same say he is going to 
make a film with newcomers alto- 

S " ;r (like he made Bobby with 
and. Dimple), others say he 
wants to make a film with Rishi, 
Daboo and Chimpu (his youngest son), 
and there are still others who say 
that he wants to cast Rajesh Kbanna 
and Dimple in a film. Why doesn’t 
Raj leave the gossip mags, to do aif- 
the rumour-ing end concentrate on 
making better films ? 

P ERSIS KHAMBATTA was in town 
recently... presumably to let the 
Cat out of the bag. What I’d suspec¬ 
ted would happen, seems to be hap¬ 
pening (Plm not claiming to bt a 
magician. I’m merely saying I know 
these film people better than they 
know, themselves 1) — Kabir and she 
are drifting apart. And though she 
tried to cover it all by saying things 
like, “I have known all along that 
Kabir’s career comes first with him”, • 
fact remains that! Persis had hoped 
that sh(* would be the permanent at¬ 
tachment in Kabir’s life. It was silly 
of her to have imagined such things. 
What does she think she has that 
Ptotima and Parveen don’t ? 




Jaya and Amttabh: No matter how hard Rekha tries, she will never 


P OOR, poor Zeenat Aman. Every¬ 
body is so nasty towards her and 
almost without reason. She does go 
out oi her way to be nice to people 
but they seem to be instinctively 
catty towards her. For instance, the 
latest rumours being spread about 
her are that she has gone into hid¬ 
ing because she is so ashamed of all 
she did for Saiyam Shivam Sundaram 
(and all that it didn’t do for her !). 
And you would almost think that 
the rumours are true because Zeenat 
is not in town right now, and is 
likely to be away for quite some 
time. But she has not gone into 
hiding. Actually, she is as busy 
working as before — she has gone 
abroad to shoot for two or three 
films simultaneously. "Instead of 
understanding my plight and sym¬ 
pathising with me because I am 
overcrowded with work, people seem 
happy only to criticise me" said 
Zeenat sadly. She says she can’t 
figure out what she has done to de¬ 
serve such animosity,... 

I WONDER what exactly is the hold 
which Amitabh Bachchan seems to 
be having over Rekha. It couldn’t 
be love, since both have been too 
much a part of the world of game* 
and fun (and love doesn't belong to 
such a world !). And It couldn't be 
career or ambition (since none of tho 
films in which the two have been 
starred have been successful). So 
what continues to keep them toge¬ 
ther ? Rekha confesses that she her¬ 
self doesn’t know. "I don’t even 
think about it. I just let myself 
drift along. I leave it in God’s hands. 
What has to happen, will happen.” 


If she’s hoping that a divorce (bet* 
ween Amitabh and Jaya) will be the 
thing that will happen, she’s being 
terribly foolish. Jaya will always be 
the only woman Amitabh loves even 
though he doesn't realise this him¬ 
self ! 

E ITHER the producers, or the 
directors, or the stars themselves 
are getting more and more blood¬ 
thirsty. And by that I don’t mean 
they are tuurning into desi Draculas, 
but they seem to be getting a tre¬ 
mendous kick out of making more 
and more gory films depicting a lot 
of bloodshed. One such film — 
Khoon Kharaba — is reported to be 
so crowded with horrifying shots of 
bloodshed and revenge that it turn* 
your insides out ! 

I WONDER what Eeros has that is 
missing in his brother Sanjay. 
Because, as far as I can see, both 
the Khans are almost identical in the 
way they maintain their image, main¬ 
tain their relationships, and bain 
their way through the screen. And 
yet Feroz is far more successful in 
his career. Whereas Sanjay has only 
the films he Is himself producing on 
hand, Feroz has his own film plus a 
dozen outside assignments I 

A ND the khaaa presumption of the 
week is that Sharmila Taaore 
has come to Bombay to sign new 
films in spite of the fact that she is 
six months pregnant. What does she 
think — that producers are that 
desperate ? Or that she is that 
sexy ? 

SHIRJEE 
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Farewell 


After a unique nine years, 
KHUSHWANT SINGH left the 
editor's chair at the 'Weekly'. 
In this exclusive piece, the 
man who caught magazine 
journalism by the scruff of its 
neck and shook it awake, re¬ 
members, with pain, the joy 
and the laughter. 

I TOOK over as editor of The Illus¬ 
trated Weekly of India in June 
1969. At the time 1 had no inten¬ 
tion of staying at the job for more 
than two years. I found Bombay 
too large, too crowded and dirty. 
I deliberately avoided making 
friends so that the leaving would 
not be painful. I have been here 
nine long years; 1 thoroughly enjoy¬ 
ed my job and despite my resolution 
not to get too close to people; I 
made deep emotional attachments, 
the closest being to my journal 
which I nurtured as my own child. 
And now the time has come to say 
farewell. I am unable to put on a 
false smile to say it. 

I have no illusions of having been 
a “distinguished" editor; the epithet 
is willy-nilly attached to everyone 
who holds the post. All my pre¬ 
decessors and 1 have done our jobs 
to the best of our abilities. 
Nevertheless each one left the 
stamp of his personality-on the jour¬ 
nal. Under tbe English editors it 
was a society magazine with a lot 
of tittle-tattle of cocktail parties and 
,the goings-on in the brown sahib’s cir¬ 
cles. Under its first two Indian 
editors it became a vehicle of Indian 
culture devoting most of its pages to 
art, sculpture, classical dance and 
pretty pictures of flowers, birds and 
dancing belles. It did not touch con¬ 
troversial subjects, was strictly a- 
political and a sexual (save occasional 
blurred reproductions of Khajuraho 
or Kouarak). It earned a well-de¬ 
served reputation for dull respect¬ 
ability. 1 changed all that. What 
was a four-wheeled victoria taking 
well-draped ladies out to eat 
the Indian air I made a noisy, 
rumbustious, jet-propelled vehicle of 
information, controversy and amuse¬ 
ment. I tore up tne unwritten 
norms of gentility both visual and 
linguistic. The initial reaction was 
like that of a maiden whose modesty 
had been outraged. Many represen¬ 
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tations, were made to the manage¬ 
ment to sack me, the journal was 
blacklisted by many institutions and 
irate parents wrote to tell me that 
they were embarrassed to leave It 
lying about the house lest their chil¬ 
dren were corrupted by its contents. 
Mercifully, the denigrators were vast¬ 
ly outnumbered by those who were 
stimulated by the change. And cir¬ 
cumstances took a fortuitious turn 
and there was no one who could 
have sacked me earlier. By then I 
was able to establish rapport even 
with my detractors. However harsh 
and unmerited their criticism, I pub¬ 
lished it. And slowly the circulation 
built up. till the Illustrated did be¬ 
come a weekly habit of the English- 
reading pseudo-elite of the country. 
It became tne most widely read 
journal in Asia (barring Japan) be¬ 
cause it reflected all the contending 
points of view on every conceivable 
subject : politics, economics, religion 
and the arts. My own views I con¬ 
fined to the one page which I re¬ 
served for myself. I did not say 
anything of world-shattering import¬ 
ance. Some readers were amused, 
some irritated — most ignored It. It 
was my ambition to make the Week¬ 
ly into a national institution with a 
readership running into tens of mil¬ 
lions. And I was supremely confi¬ 
dent I could and would do that. 
Alas 1 that was not to be. 

What more is there to say in a 
speech of farewell ? Ah 1 yes, I 
will miss Bombay—the sun coming 

up over Elejphanta and lighting the 
harbour with its ships and sailing 
boats; the spectacular display of 
lights from Malabar Hill round the 
Bay to Nariman Point and beyond; 
tbe turbulent angry sea during the 
monsoons with waves dashing over 
Marine Drive; the jingle of dancers' 
bells practising into the late hours 
for the Ganpati immersion; the sun¬ 
drenched lawns of Azad and Cross 

Maidans with cricketers in white 

flannels like confetti on the 

green. The full moon shim¬ 
mering on a placid sea. All these 
sights and much more : The men and 
women I cross on my way to the 
office. We do not know each other, 
no smiles of recognition are exchang¬ 
ed, but if I don’t cross them at the 
usual point, I feel something will go 
wrong that day. It will be the same 
with mian bhais from whom 1 buy 
my fruit and p aan, the Makapaw 
from whom I buy my pa on and 
undo, the Baumji who presses fresh 
papaya juice and the old Sardar who 



’Weekly’* t,lot n ° lan ° er hums in the 

fries fish on the pavement. I will 
miss the ladies and pimps of the 
Colaba lanes whose bawdy language 
has enriched my vocabulary and the 
pi-dogs who wag their tails when 
they see me. 

Then there are my colleagues with 
whom I have spent most hours of 
the day. All of us became members 
of the Weekly joint family of 
which I was karta for all these years. 
I will recall their sense of belong¬ 
ing and dedication with nostalgia 
for it was they more than I who 
took the Illustrated Weekly from the 
doctors’ - dentists’ - barbers’ waiting 
rooms into tbe homes of people who 
matter. I wish I was with them 
when the journal celebrates Its cen¬ 
tenary in 1980. 

And l will miss my readers. Their 
letters of abuse, criticism and praise 
were my daily sustenance. It Is 
curious that though I got to know 
only a few personally I was aware 
of their censorious and, applauding 
presence all the time. Whatever suc¬ 
cess the Weekly achieved was large¬ 
ly due to the readers feeling that it 
was their magazine and they could 
say whatever they liked or disliked 
about it. 

The old order ebangeth, yielding 
place to new, and God fulfils himself 
in many ways lest one editor perpe¬ 
tuate himself beyond the years pres¬ 
cribed to him. I had a good innings 
for which I give thanks to those who 
let nte play it, 1 opened my score 
with an invocation to tbe god of 
auspicious .beginnings Sri Ganeshaya 
Namah; I end with a reminder from 
the Mahabharata : “As two pieces 
of wood floating in the ocean come 
together at one time and are again 
separated, even such is the union of 
living creatures in this world.” 

i- ... . 

So farewell 1 I switch off the 
bulb in which I have sat with my 
Scotch and my scribbling pad. 





Sacking of 


He lived controversially; and 
h«f left in a burst of contro¬ 
versy. RAHUL SINGH, his 
son; reports. 


O N July 25, one of the most 
shameful episodes in Indian 
journalism took place. At around 
10 a.m. on that day, the personnel 
manager of the largest newspaper 
chain in India—the Times of India 
group—walked into the office of 
Khushwant Singh, editor of the 
Illustrated Weekly of India, and 
handed him a letter. The note, 
signed by the general manager, 
Ram Tarneja, asked Khushwant 
Singh to leave “with immediate 
effect". Mind you, Khushwant Singh 
was due to retire on August 1 m 
any case. But for reasons best 
known to them, the Times of India 
management was determined to 
humiliate the man who more than 
any other, except perhaps Frank 
Moraes, brought a new stature to 
Indian journalism. 

On receiving the letter. Khushwant 
Singh got up, collected bis umbrella 
and, without saying a word to his 
staff; quietly walked out In the 
Bombay rain. Meanwhile, M. V. 
Kamalh, the Times of India's former 
correspondent in Washington, was 
summoned from the floor below and 
installed with due ceremony in the 
editor’s chair. As if this abrupt and 
unexplained dismissal was nut 
enough, thf knife was twisted fur¬ 
ther: Kamath was pressurised into 
“killing” Khushwant Singh’s farewell 
editorial to Weekly readers—thereby 
ensuring the new editor’s subser¬ 
vience to the management. What’s 
more, word was sent around that no 
farewell parties were to be given to 
Khushwant Singh. 

Thus came to an end Khushwant 
Singh’s nine years’ as editor of the 
Illustrated Weekly of India. Curing 
that time the circulation of the 
magazine rocketed from a paltry 
65,000 to over 400,000. And from 
being a losing concern, it started 
earning huge profits—last year it 
netted Rs. 39 lakhs after taxes. 
With his lively editorials, eye-catch¬ 
ing pin-ups and the series on the 
country's various communities, 
Khushwant Singh evolved a hugely 
successful formula. The Weekly 
became a trend-setter and its editor 
something of a cult figure. He 
loved being outrageous and icono¬ 
clastic, and his readers lapped it up. 
The Times of India management 
basked in his glory and fawned on 
him. Ram Tarneja called him his 
“elder brother". Virtually all of 
Khushwant Singh’s demands were 
conceded by the admiring manage 
silent. 

The pattern did not change with 
the Emergency If anything, the 
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proprietors were even more grateful 
to Khushwant for his support to the 
Gandhi family and they used him to 
ingratiate themselves with the dicta¬ 
torial regime. Of the four major 
papers In the country, the Times of 
India became the most closely iden¬ 
tified with the Emergency. And 
when Sham Lai was due to retire, 
one of the proprietors went to ask 
Mrs Gandhi whom she would like 
appointed in his place 1 (After the 
elections, the same man wept and 
clung to an embarassed JP’s feet 
while begging him for forgiveness.) 

Even the Janata victory did not 
change matters. Unlike the other 
senior journalists of the Times of 
India who did a neat acrobatic flip- 
flop and proceeded to tell the world 
that, in reality, they had all along 
opposed the Emergency, Khushwant 
Singh continued to plough a lonely 
furrow. The management did not 
mind, since the new Government 
seemed to tolerate Khushwant’s 
attacks on them and the Weekly’s 
cash register continued to ring 
merrily. Then, about six to eight 
months ago, there came a percep 
tible change. And this is where the 
story gets murkier. When the time 
for tne renewal of Khushwant’s 
contract came up, the management 
responded with a deafening silence. 
At the same time, "elder brother” 
Ram Tarneja started showing a cer¬ 
tain coolness towards Khushwdht 
Singh. 

The contract had been enthusias¬ 
tically renewed in the past. What 
had gone wrong now? 

'Tiie cat came out of the bag 
when Ashok Jain, the Times of India 
proprietor, confessed to Khushwant 
Singh that the Prime Minister him¬ 
self had asked him to find a new 
editor. And being a businessman 
first, he had no option but to 
comply. 

Mr. Desai has subsequently denied 
that he put pressure on the Times 
of India not to renew Khushwant 
Singh’s contract. Bui before accept¬ 
ing his word, let’*! have a look at 
what was happening on the political 
stage when these goings-on were 


taking place. The Times of India 
management’s frostiness towards 
Khushwant Singh coincided with the 
sudden revival of Mrs Gandhi'? 
olitical fortunes with the fiasco of 
er arrest and her successes in the 
three State Assembly elections. The 
Janata Party could afford to put up 
with Khushwant Singh’s support fot 
the Gandhi family—and thereby dis¬ 
play their support of Tress freedom 
—when It did not matter. But now 
that it was badly hurting them (the 
Weekly's circulation had not drop¬ 
ped), well, that was something else. 

The conclusion is therefore in¬ 
escapable: the- Janata Government 
must have had a hand la the sack¬ 
ing of Khushwant Singh. Consider¬ 
ing that the Weekly was doing so 
well financially, no other explana¬ 
tion is possible—and none has been 
given. The Times of India manage¬ 
ment’s treatment of Khushwant 
Singh pales into insignificance 
against what is surely a massive 
blow to the freedom of the Press. 

As the son of Khushwant Singh. I 
cannot obviously be totally objective 
on this issue. 1 have disagreed 
violently with my father for what 1 
fee] is his pohtiral naivety and 
gullibility. Others, too, were sick¬ 
ened over his crass support for 
Sanjay Gandhi’s Maruti project and 
the intellectual sustenance he gave 
to a shabby dictatorial regime. But, 
however/- naive and foolish he may 
have been, he believed sincerely In 
a particular cause and, throughout, 
acted honourably. 

The point at issue is not the man; 
it Is freedom of expression. Which 
is why his story must be told. Ex¬ 
cept for Debonair, Blitz and Sunday, 
no other major publication has cared 
to publicise Khushwant Singh's dis¬ 
missal—and dismissal it was, though 
the Times of India management will 
dishonestly make it out that he had 
himself asked to go. It is perhaps 
too much to expect the big names in 
the Times of India itself—Girilal 
Jain, Inder Malhotra, K. C Khannj 
—to protest. “You saw what hap¬ 
pened during the Emergency,” savs 
one of their Junior colleagues, “do 
you expect anything from, to borrow 
Charan Singh's now famous phrase, 
a pack of impotent men ? They 
will just sit at their cosy editorial 
conference and laugh at how Khush¬ 
want had it coming to him.” 

But what about George Verghese, 
C. R. Iiani. Sri Mutgaonkar, Sundar 
Rajan, Kuldip Nayar—journalists 
who courageously fought for the 
freedom of the Press during its 
darkest hour ? Why are you ppo- 
ple so silent ? Don’t you recall how 
during the Emergency silence be¬ 
came the great ally of tyranny ? 
It’s true that the editor whom the 
Government and the Times of India 
management combined to fire was 
politically poles apait from you. 
But, remember, that with his going, 
the bell tolls for von. too 
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EXTRACTS 


Women and family planning 


In this concluding extract from "Indian Wo¬ 
men Today" (Vikas, Rs. 50), Dr. GIRIJA 
KHANNA and MARIAMMA A. VARGHESE 
survey Indian women's attitudes to family 
planning. The authors discover that while 
women enamoured of tradition choose to 
resign themselves to 'fate', the young and 
more informed show a deep concern for the 
size of the family. 


OUGH family planning was given official recognition 
in 1951, the programme started in real earnest 
only a decade ago. It is encouraging to note that the 
idea of family planning has been sold to the average 
Indian woman. The attitude of a woman to family 
planning is influenced, to a certain extent, by age. The 
percentage approving of family planning decreases as 
the age group increases. But acceptance is about two- 
thirds even among the older age groups. This clearly 
shows that the great majority of Indian women approve 
of family planning, irrespective of age. Our survey 
showed that the percentage of women who do not 
approve of family planning is less than 10% in the 15-24 
age bracket. The figure increases with age to reach 
56% in women above 45 years. 

Women gave innumerable reasons for favouring 
family planning. The economic distress of the urban 
poor and middle class was reason enough for 
desiring it. The immediate thought was: if there are 
more children, it will be impossible to bring them up 
well, considering the limited income of the family, 

Kavita put it in a nutshell. “When we cannot 
feed even the three children we have, why should we 
want more?" Vimal Devi said, “I have six children. 
Now times have changed. With the soaring prices of 
essential articles people cannot bring up their two or 
three children. I compelled my eldest daughter to 
undergo the operation to stop child-birth after her third 
delivery." 

In the urban culture the joint family system is 
breaking up and many women with nuclear 
families face difficulties in bringing up children. Ser¬ 
vants are a problem and there is no help from the 
in-laws or one’s own mother. Space is often limited 
and most commodities Including milk are scarce. 

A few women in the younger age group favoured 
family planning so that they could take up employment. 
A desire to limit the family’s size so that wives could 
contribute to the household budget was expressed by a 
few women from even the lower strata of society. Devi, 
a maid-servant who does part-time work in two house¬ 
holds. said she could not afford any more children. She 
already had a boy and a girl who were being looked 
after by her elderly mother when she went to work. If 
she had any more children she would have to give up 
work|pg. 

Some women felt their health suffered after 
repeated child-births. Middle-aged women who had 
more than four or five children often gave this as one 
of the reasons for approving birth control. Contrary to 
popular belief, even the urban poor do not want many 
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pregnancies. Their economic distress is so great that 
they realise life would become even more difficult if the 
family Increases in number. 

The ones who did not favour family planning, though 
few. had very strong objections to it “We cannot go 
against the wishes of God", was Mrs Pantulu’s remarks. 
Mrs Desai, the eldest woman in a large joint family, 
opposed it strongly. “All this family planning is non¬ 
sense. If a woman does not bear children what is her 
purpose in life? If we go against the laws of nature we 
will have to face the consequences.’’ Some women, both 
in the younger and older age group, felt family plan¬ 
ning was harmful to health. A few others mentioned 
religion for their aversion to family planning. 

A few women, especially in the older age groups, 
adopted a passive attitude. “If I am destined to have 
many children, I will have them. If not, I will not have 
them. Why should I bother about it?’’ was Virbala’s 
remark. “We will have what God gives us”, was Mrs 
Agarwal’s dispassionate reply. She is a mother of 10 
children. 

For the young, family planning is a very vital issue 
-nd they were intensely concerned about it. The older 
generation was inclined towards passive helplessness. 
The only encouraging feature was that, even though 
some of the older women had not planned their fami¬ 
lies and had a large number of children, they wanted 
their daughters to have fewer children and adopt birth 
control methods. 

Younger women, though more favourable towards 
family planning, were not necessarily very well infor¬ 
med about the methods. They had heard about family 
planning and had reasons for limiting the number of 
children but did not know how to go about it. Many 
women said their husbands did not seem as concerned 
as they were about this problem. 


'When we cannot feed even the three 
children we have, why should we want 
more ?’ 


The average woman, though in favour of having 
a smaller family, was not clear about what she ought 
to do and which method would be best for .her. As the 
educational level improves, the woman adopts a posi¬ 
tive approach to birth control. She recognises that 
family planning will not only improve the material 
conditions of her family, it will lessen her domestic 
duties and will give her greater latitude for function¬ 
ing outside her home. 

Mrs Poddar, a lawyer living in a joint family, 
stated vehemently: “Most ot the women in our family 
practise planning. None of us have more than two or 
three children, and we have all been able tq do a lot 
outside the home a* working women or as social wor- -• 
kers. I do not think wa could have achieved this if 
each of us had six or seven children like our mothers 
and grandmothers. Family planning is the first step 
to a woman’s emancipation.” 

Our survey showed that acceptance of family plan¬ 
ning is directly related to education. 40% of women 
with primary school education or below do not favour 
family planning. If education increases to even middle 
school level, the percentage drops to 14%. This shows 
that education brings a drastic change in the attitude. 






to family planning. Given poor education in family 
planning methods the woman remains conservative end 
is full of superstitious beliefs and false fears. Her igno¬ 
rance is one of the greatest obstacles towards a better 
life. 


Among the poorer section of our society, the 
woman,is generally illiterate. It is in this group that 
the infant mortality rate is high. Hence, women with 
low education, especially in the lower sttata of'society, 
are reluctant to accept family planning for the fear 
that their children might not live, Rukku, a lower class 
woman said: "I have delivered eight children but only 
one of them is alive, I would like to have one more 
son. If I stop having children, my husband will take 
another wife. We poor people have no money to fall 
back upon and only our children will feed us when we 

ares Am 


Some women with low educational standards even 
mentioned that children were necessary to help them 
in their family business. A washer woman, Meerabai, 
said that her family was fairly well off because she 
had four sons who were all working with her husband. 
Her point was that there was no need of birth control 
for poor people who make a living with their own .hands. 

FAMILY PLANNING IN PRACTICE 

Though over 80% of the women we interviewed 
approved of family planning, those who actually prac¬ 
tised it constituted only about 45% of the sample. The 
lower the social strata, the more Ignorant a woman is 
about family planning methods. From over 75% in the 
high socioeconomic strata the percentage comes down 
to 56% in the middle and then to 19.5% in the lower 
socio-economic group. This is very significant when we 
consider that women in the low and middle strata 
need to be more effectively covered by family planning 
methods than those who are economically better off. 

Hari Priya, right in the heart of Allahabad, was 
the mother of five children. Her husband, a painter, 
earned less than Rs 300 a month. She was frightened 
that 'an operation’ to stop child-birth would be harmful 
to her as her health was not good. Her husband was 
also unwilling to undergo any operation. She did not 
know what else she could do. 

Tara, e sweeper and a mother of four, repeated 
more or less the same story. She herself did not 
went more children but she was helpless in the matter 
as her husband just did not bother. She did not know 
what she should do. 

Kherunnise had gone through eight chiid>blrths 
and had four living children. She dreaded another 
pregnancy as her health Was bad ami it was so difficult 
to run the household with what her husband earned. 
She w ild readily do anything if she could stop 
having children. But-she too seemed helpless in the 
matter. 

Though there is no great difference, area-wise, in 
the practice of family, planning, the upper category on 


the whole shows greater awareness to family planning 
especially in the North, South and West. Among the 
middle class, the Western zone scored higher in com¬ 
parison to other regions. In the lower lot, the West 
again showed an increased awareness to family plan¬ 
ning. 

DIFFERENT KHETHODS 

Family planning methods mentioned by respondents 
were the pill, withdrawal, sheath, sterilisation, vase* 
tomy, {oop, rhythm and diaphragm. The sheath ana 
the pill seem most popular among the high 
socioeconomic group, the withdrawal method and the 
sheath among the middle socio-economic group, and 
sterilisation was found to be preferred in a few cases 
from the low social strata. 

Operations for family planning were not very 
popular among the socially well placed, as this group 
knew other methods of. birth control. The sheath ana 
the pill were the most favoured. Many women men¬ 
tioned that they used more than one method, depen¬ 
ding on the circumstances, availability, and the mood 
of the moment. It is interesting to note that about 7% 
of even the high social strata practised the undepen¬ 
dable withdrawal method. 

Among the middle strata, withdrawal topped the 
list as the most popular method alone or in combination 
wkh the rhythm or the sheath. Then came the eheath 
or condom used by the husband. Sterilisation and 
vasectomy were not readily accepted by this group. 
Sterilisation is adopted by women of the low socio¬ 
economic class as they are not familiar with other 
methods. There was not even oae case of vasectomy 
mentioned in our survey. 


'All this family planning is nonsense. 
If a woman does not bear children 
what is her purpose in life ?* 


A few were on the pill which was given by the 
employers in whose homes they wore working. Subha, 
an ayah, said: "For the last three years I have been 
taking a tablet every day to prevent pregnancy. Mem- 
sahib took pity on me as already I have three children 
and sent me to her doctor friend who gives me the 
medicines.” Muwa Raj, a driver’s wife, said that her 
husband’s employer gave her the medicine which she 
took daily for three Weeks every month. After her 
third child she plans to undergo the operation to atop 
pregnancy. 

In spite of the great eagerness among even women 
of the poorer sections, not more than one-fifth of them 
are covered by family planning techniques. They usually 
live in ignorance. Often it is due to lack of opportunity, 
privacy, co-operation from the husband, or just laziness. 
We have still a long way to go to implement the family 
planning programme on a war footing so that every 
couple to whom the idea is sold will be able to adopt 
the method best suited to them. 

In addition to its importance in checking the popu¬ 
lation explosion, family planning helps to improve the 
overall status of women. There is an old Arabic proverb: 
“If you want to keep your wife at home, keep her preg¬ 
nant and do not get her a pair of shoes/’ A woman who 
goes through repeated deliveries from adolescence through 
menopause, lives only as a mother and a wife and is 
confined to the four walls of her home with its joys, 
rewards and tribulations. Unless a woman is able to 
limit her family to a reasonable size, she cannot play an 
all embracing role in the home, the community and 
society. Family planning has ushered in a new era for 
the modern woman. Not only does it improve family 
welfare,and social prosperity, but it is essential for, 
individual happiness, concluded 


39 





On her next birthday, give 
her the best gift she has ever 
received- A Bank of India 
Recurring Deposit Account. 

Let them grow, month after 
month, year after year. 

There will be many Happy 
Returns... 


Contact the nearest Branch 

for details on 

Minors' Deposit Accounts. 



Bank of India 

(A Government of India Undertaking) 

Where servioa makes the difference. 




Fr-Wi-wiS 
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DEIHI DIARY 


ABORTED' LABOURS 
OF VARMA 

RAVINDRA VARMA, the Union 
Labour Minister, has Failed again. 
Despite all the promises he has 
made in the past one year, he has 
not been ahle to bring the much- 
publicised Industrial Relations 
Bill or the Employment Security 
Bill before the Parliament. 

Varma bad promised to bring 
the two Bills first in the monsoon 
session last year, then in the 
autumn and winter sessions, but 
he failed each time. He is bound 
to miss this monsoon session also 
as the Bills are not ready as yet. 
In the meantime, both the Bills 
have undergone umpteen changes 
to suit the whims of the private 
sector employers as well as vari¬ 
ous cmployer-Ministries. It is 
authoritatively learnt that trade 
unions will not accept the Bill 
in its present form. So, accord¬ 
ing to reports, Varma has not 
put his signature to the objec¬ 
tionable parts of the Bill, while 
bchind-thc-scene arms twisting is 
going on to make the Bill accept¬ 
able to all concerned. 




Morarji, Charon after the July 29 meeting that failed: The unseen 
hand of C. 8. Gupta did it all 


Ravindra Varma: , But I try! 


It is the unique achievement 
of Varma that in the past 17 
months he has promised laws for 
unorganised rural labourers, the 
middle-cadre management in the 
private sector, the working class, 
but in no case has he actually 
been able to do anything con¬ 
crete. Makes one wonder whe¬ 
ther the time hasn’t come for 
Varma to cease making promises. 

THE SUMMIT THAT 
FAILED 

THE TOTAL failure of talks be¬ 
tween Charan Singh and Morarji 
Desai came as an unpleasant 


surprise to Janata Party media¬ 
tors. This was more so because 
just before the second meeting 
between the two Janata leaders, 
mediators had given the impres¬ 
sion to Charan Singh that the 
status quo ante would be restor¬ 
ed. This meeting was brought 
about bv Biju Patnaik. He pro¬ 
mised his former BLD boss that 
the Prime Minister was willing to 
restore the old portfolio to him. 

Charan Singh went ahead with 
the meeting under the impression 
that the Home Ministry would be 
offered to him, not knowing that 
Morarji had no intention of do¬ 
ing this, a decision that the Prime 
Minister took little care to hide. 
After long discussions, a formula 
was then prepared by Atal Behari 
Vajpayee and Madhu Limaye, 
according to which Charan Singh 
would be offered the Home Minis¬ 
try but after taking the oath 
would go off to Geneva leaving 
the all-important portfolio to be 
looked after by the Prime Minis¬ 
ter himself. After returning 
from Geneva, Charan Singh 
would accept a change id his port¬ 
folio, but regain his number two 
position in the Cabinet. 

But as soon as the talks start¬ 
ed, Morarjibhai showed his old 
form. He kept harping on the 
same issue—Kanti Desai. After 
a few minutes Biju Patnaik and 
Madhu Limaye entered the room. 
They saw that Charan Singh was 
angry and confused and had fail¬ 
ed to clinch the issue. 

When the PM asked him to 
withdraw his letters again Kanti 
bhoi, Charan Singh refused, say¬ 
ing: “Letters may be treated as 
cancelled. But the letters have 
become the property of Parlia¬ 
ment. How can I take them 


back ?” The talks were brought 
to a merciful end after irrelevant 
discussions about the Janata 
Party. When the 80 minute 
meeting ended the Chaudhary 
came back bitter. 

Just after the talks Biju re¬ 
marked to Morarjibhai “We had 
no idea that the talks would finish 
like this”. Morarjibhai replied: 
“My friends came and advised me 
that the Home Ministry should 
not be given back to Charan 
Singh at any cost. And because 
of that my stand was dear from 
the very beginning.” 

Who was this friend of the 
Prime Minister who sabotaged 
the talks ? C. B. Gupta, who 
came to Delhi on a special 
assignment. He bluntly told the 
Prime Minister: “Charan Singh 
kay chakkar main mat faso, yah 
baz anayvala nahi hai. Agar 
samajh hai to Maharashtra kay 
pattern par fauran Party bana it 
iaj/e”. (Do not get caught in 
Charan Singh’s machinations. If 
you are sensible, you will imme¬ 
diately form a Party on Maha¬ 
rashtra’s lines.) 

SANJAY AND HER 
LORDSHIP 

DELHI HIGH COURTS first 
woman judge Mrs- Leila Seth 
would have been elevated to the 
bench some three years ago—In 
1975, the international women’s 
year. But Sanjay Gandhi shot 
down the proposal. He did not 
like the fact that her family had 
a friendly social relationship with 
the. then West Bengal Chief 
Minister S. S. Ray. Mr Ray was, 
in dog house those days as far as 
Mrs Gandhi and her son was 
concerned. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Pray, what is the difference 
between blast and explosion ? 

Will the Prime Minister answer an expert's query ? 


T HE Prime Minister, Mr Morarji 
Dcsai, while answering Janata 
Party member, Mr Samar Guha's 
question on nuclear tests in the 
Lok Sabha and reiterating his views 
in the Rajya Sabha, implied that a 
nuclear blast is different from a 
nuclear explosion, even for peaceful 
purposes. Evidently the Prime 
Minister consults his own dictionary. 
In scientific terminology a blast and 



an explosion are the same phenome¬ 
non. A mighty blast might be call¬ 
ed an explosion, but all nuclear 
blasts by definition are mighty. 

Is the Prime Minister s semantics 
a desperate attempt to keep India's 
option open for future nuclear 
blasts/explosions ? Or is it due to 
the erstwhile Jana Sangh's political 
pressure to be more chauvinistic 
and show our muscle power ? Or 
indeed, is it that the Prime Minister 
is simply a doodler who has very 
little realistic concept of nuclear 
energy in all its ramifications ? His 
rather feeble attempt to differentiate 
between a blast and an explosion 
suggests the real reason could be 
the last one; he is learning what it 
is all about, a bit too late. 

How can one have blasts for oil 
exploration and mining without do¬ 
ing any prototype controlled expe¬ 
riments in the first place ? As one 
understands it, the Pokharan explo¬ 
sion in 1974 was the first experiment 
of this kind. The danger of nuclear 
proliferation which the U.S. Presi¬ 
dent, Mr Jimmy Carter, is obsessed 
with and Mr nesai pontificates about 
is a genuine one—but the danger 
comes not from an explosion {im¬ 
plosion ? blast ?) in the Rajasthan 
desert but from having sufficient 
technology to drop the bomb, or, in 
other words, in having an appro¬ 
priate delivery system. 

To produce an explosion with a 
critical amount of plutonium is one 
thing but to drop a bomb in chosen 
snots is quite another. The danger 
of proliferation starts once the coun¬ 
try concerned is advanced enough to 
develon a delivery svstem. India, 
according to all available sources, 
will not have this capacity in 
the forseeable future and probably 
does not intend to have. That is 
truly a political decision and the 
. Prime Minister has every right to 



Morarji Desai: Does he have his own dictionary for nuclear terms? 


But, if Mr Desai has at last 
understood the difference between a 
blast and an explosion, he should 
appreciate that the Soviet Unioa 
took more than 20 years after many 
explosions to master the technique 
of using a nuclear explosion as a 
mean of oil exploration 'and mining. 
Mr Desai’s rhetoric in the Houses of 
Parliament shows his complete igno¬ 
rance of all technological develop¬ 
ments in the last two decades. 

The Prime Minister's concern 
about the radioactive fallout from 
nuclear power stations is almost 
touching. It is well established by 
now that by the year 2050 the 
world’s nil resources would have run 
out, fossil ga3 or coal, etc. would 
he dwindling and the only way out 
would be nuclear energy. Fashion¬ 
able environmentalists talk glihly 
about ether sources of power—they 
might take cognizance of the feat 
that until now the efficiency of ex¬ 
traction of solar energy is about 
12 per cent whereas that of nuclear' 
power is more than 70 per cent. To 
run the (solar powered) Skylab the 
United States is spending a fortune. 

Such is the naivety of our Prime 
Minister, who is also the Minister 
for Atomic Energy, that after . all 
these years and after all the heart 
burning across the world, the wise 


man now decides to look into the 
possible hazards of nuclear power 
stations. The country has already 
spent more than several hundred 
crorcs of rupees on nuclear power 
supply. Can we now turn the clock 
backwards ? The question surely is 
not whether or not we should nave 
nuclear energy but how safely we 
can make use of it. 

Apart from the loss of jobs, and 
a gamut of other socio-economic 
arguments, has the Prime Minister 
considered the problem of the tech¬ 
nological gap ? While the rest of 
the world is breaking their heads 
over nuclear waste disposal prob¬ 
lems, the possibility of the fusion 
reactor looms large on the horizon. 
The radioactive fallout problems 
which the Prime Minister is so 
concerned about is bound to be 
overcome. While the rest of* the 
world is stepping up their breeder 
programmes, the Prime Minister 
seriously cannot believe that instead 
of improving our engineering and 
technology from the experience 
gained and deficiences noted from 
the Pokharan blast we should now 
call off the entire nuclear pro¬ 
gramme ? It is time Mr Desai clear¬ 
ed the cobwebs from his mind and 
redefined his policies unequivocally. 

.A CORRESPONDENT Bombay 




Kanjhawala prepares for a battle 

Object lesson in social tensions, 30 km from Delhi 


K anjhawala, a small village 

about 30 kilometres from Delhi. 
Is witnessing a unique event in its 
history of about 1,500 years: A trial 
of strength between the caste Hindus 
and the landless Harijans. It is not 
the physical but the moral strength 
that both parties are going to test in 
a dispute that may take a fierce 
turn in the months to come. The vill¬ 
age also provides an interesting 
opportunity to those who want to 
know how political interests have 
played a dominant role in keeping 
social and economic conflicts alive in 
villages. 


At stake in the dispute is not only 
the 120 acres of grazing land leased 
out to Harijan families. At stake is 
the supremacy that the caste Hin¬ 
dus have exercised over the poor 
and the socially backward people for 
ages. 

The caste Hindus, led by the Jats 
who outnumber all other, communi¬ 
ties in the village, have strongly pro¬ 
tested against the leasing out of the 
land to Harijan families. 

The Harijans in the village are, 
however, not taking the challenge to 
them lying down. They have also 


organised themselves and are plan¬ 
ning to hold meetings to counter the 
propaganda of the caste Hindu lead¬ 
ers. The Harijan leaders called a 
meeting.of the representatives of the 
Harijans and the landless in Delhi 
and neighbouring States on August 6 
to draw up a programme similar to 
the one being organised by caste 
Hindus In this serious situation, 
which may have catastrophic reper¬ 
cussions in the Union Territory of 
Delhi and elsewhere, the role of the 
police and the Delhi Administration 
officers is confined to maintaining law 
and order in Kanjhawala. The conse- 


'Jagmohan is a liar' 


INDER MOHAN’S rejoinder to for¬ 
mer Delhi Development Authority 
vice-chairman JAGMOHAN’s book 
“Island of Truth", extracts from 
which, were published in July 30 
and August 6 issues of SUNDAY. 


J AGMOHAN’s account of Delhi 
under Emergency, or what he 
has preferred to call Island of 
Truth, is a prevarication of well- 
known facts. Since he has taken 
care to mention my name at more 
than one place, I am dealing with 
his version point by point. 

1. 1 do not go about as a social 
worker. Mine has been a quiet 
sort of work in the slum colonies 
of Delhi during the last 12 years. 

I have also been associated 
with the minority communities of 
the walled dty area in Delhi and 
their day-to-day problems. Most 
of my mornings and evenings are 
spent with these people. In be¬ 
tween, I manage to reach a 
village or two. 

2. About the victims of firings 
and demolitions at Turkman Gate 
between April 13 and 26, 1976— 
all those concerned with such 
matters are convinced that the 
official figure of only six dead is 
a flagrant misrepresentation of 
facts. There is every reason for 
me to stick to the figures which 
have been quoted on my behalf 
in a couple of publications. 

^Jagmohan has further woven 
B incredible story around the 
Turkman Gate episode. He has 
made tall claims for himself. 
Seif-praise and egotist talk seem 
to be bis hobbies. The actual 
facts related to all these matters 
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Jagmohan : Ail damn lies ? 


will be brought to light elsewhere 
at an appropriate time. 

3. No proof is needed to estab¬ 
lish Jagmohan’s close contact 
with Sanjay Gandhi during the 
Emergency. He was a key figure 
in the mini caucus that was 
operating in Delhi. Every morn¬ 
ing he went to Sanjay, the Lord 
and Master, to seek instructions. 

In this context V maintain 
what I have said regarding the 
cost of the proposed Faiwallan 
Shopping Complex at Jama Mas- 
jid. I bad met Sanjay and Jag¬ 
mohan separately, on September 
17 and 19, 1975, respectively. 

Both of them had mentioned the 
identical figure of Rs. 1.80 crores 
for the purpose. Jagmohan knows 
that the Paiwallan scheme had 
been finalised but given up be¬ 
cause of strong opposition from 
shopkeepers. 

Jagmohan’s jugglery regarding 
Vikas Minar and Vikas Bhawan 
cannot belie the fact that I had 
definitely met him on September 
19, 1975 at his spacious office. 
(At that time the office was a 


part of Vikas Bhawan. Vikas 
Minar was constructed later). As 
a sequel to these two meetings. 1 
was arrested in a midnight 
swoop. Jagmohan knew all about 
my arrest. 

4. His assertion that I persuaded 
him to give me a “short-term job” 
is a blatant lie. I was already 
working as Adviser. Publicity and 
Public Relations to J&K Govt, and 
was based in Delhi. My spare 
time was utilised in working in 
slums. I neither needed another 
job nor had any time for it. 

In fact, it was Jagmohan who 
sought me out around September 
1972 through a mutual friend who 
at that time was the Chief Editor 
of a local English daily. Jag¬ 
mohan was in a dilemma. He 
was finding it difficult to conduct 
a survey as people in both the 
Jama Masjid area and in the slum 
colonies were unwilling to co¬ 
operate with the D.D.A. 

I was approached to enable 
Jagmohan to conduct the survey. 
After I started doing that I soon 
discovered that Jagmohan had a 
communal mind and could outdo 
any politician in double talk. I 
immediately withdrew myself. 
That Is the true short history of 
the so-called 'short-term job’. 

I may mention in this context 
that as late as February 1975, 
when, according to Jagmohan, 
my bonafides were under doubt, 
he had offered me the post of a 
P.fi.0. for D.D.A. I declined the 
offer. 

Jagmohart has further said that 
he had thought it prudent to 
keep me at a distance. Why 
then did he visit my apartment 
four times in June 1977 soon 
after the commission of enquiry 
had been announced ? Each time 
he came to see me he gave long 
speeches eulogising his role. It 
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quences of permitting the dispute to 
continue unresolved for long is none 
of their concern. As far as the politi¬ 
cal leaders who rule Delhi are con¬ 
cerned, they continue to delude 
themselves with the illusion that the 
dispute will find its own solution. 

was in 1970 that about 120 acres 
of land, believed to be the com¬ 
mon pasture land of the village, was 
leased out by the Gaon Sabha for 
five years to 120 families of Harijan 
landless peasants under a village 
land re-dlstribution programme of the 
Delhi Administration. When the lease 
was expiring towards the end of 
1975, the village panchayat, under 
instructions from the Delhi Adminis¬ 
tration, renewed the lease. This could 
not be done by the Gaon Sabha, 
since it had ceased to exist like so 
many other institutions during the 
Emergency. By this time, the caste 


was a futile attempt to influence 
my mind against tne commission 
ot enquiry. Will he deny this as 
well ? 

5. He has alleged that I was 
trying to build, “for personal and 
political reasons”, a pocket of 
influence among the shopkeepers 
of the Jama Masjid complex. 
How can any one in his senses 
create political influence by stick¬ 
ing to a small number of shop¬ 
keepers only ? 

6. Jaginohan has the audacity to 
say that I had started using his 
name to create a pocket of influ¬ 
ence. 

What a name to be used! 
Particularly when his reputation, 
especially among the poor, has 
been that of a mini despot. 

Yet, there are individuals who 
really matter, or had mattered. I 
have a good personal equation 
with most of them since the free¬ 
dom movement days. Everyone 
knows that. I have never sought 
any advantage, whether political 
or otherwise, for myself from 
any one. Jagmohan was a small 
fry in this respect. As a matter 
of fact, I have no political ambi¬ 
tions. 1 am quite happy with the 
modest constructive work that t 
have been doing in my humble 
way. 

7. He has tried to cast another 
aspersion on me. by asking why I 
did not work among “squatter” 
settlement colonies, “where there 
was greater scope”. Jagmohan 
knows very well that I have been 
closely associated with jhuggi 
jhonpri colonies. In realty they 
are al] transplanted slums. It is 
a misnomer to call them resettle¬ 
ment colonies. The only thing 
that has fettled there is squalor, 
filth, stench and drains choked 
with stagnant water. People have 


Hindu leaders had come to realise 
the value of the land. They pro¬ 
tested against the renewal of the 
lease. But the Delhi Administration 
ignored their protest. The caste Hindu 
leaders then filed a writ petition in 
the Delhi High Court challenging the 
panchayat’s derision. The main argu¬ 
ment of the petition was that no 
pasture land could be leased out or 
allotted to any one for cultivation 
purooses. The high court allowed the 
petition on the technical ground that 
the panchayat was not competent to 
renew the lease. But the Delhi 
Administration regularised the re¬ 
newal after the court’s decision. 

The allotment of the land to Hari¬ 
jan families was put through in 1970 
by the Jana Sangh which then con¬ 
trolled the Delhi Administration. 
When the Congress took over in 1974 
it was against the cancellation of the 


been living there under sub¬ 
human conditions for years. Even 
those who were either owners or 
tenants before having been forcib¬ 
ly shifted to these colonies have 
been condemned to live the life 
of a "squatter". 

Would Jagmohau care to recall 
that in 1970-—he had joined issue 
wth me over the mass media, 
over the living conditions in 
jhuggi jhonpri colonies. He had 
projected the official viewpoint 
and I had presented the grim 
reality. How can he say that 1 
was not involved in slum colonies? 

8. The people of Turkman Gate 
after having gone through the 
ghastly tragedy of the demoli¬ 
tions did not need to be tutored 
while deposing before the Shab 
Commission. Jagmohan must be 
getting hallucinations to this 
effect because of baying been ex¬ 
posed in Patiala House. 

9. I stand by, and own, every 
word of the article that had 
appeared in my name under the 
caption “Jagmohan the Acrobat,” 
in • the issue of Mainstream 
dated July 30, 1977. The article 
was written with a full sense of 
responsibility. 

10. Jagmohan was not falsely 
accused of pulling down the in¬ 
valuable portion of the historic 
and ancient Kalan Mahal. Kalan 
Mahal should have been preserv¬ 
ed and improved upon. In eucn 
matters a man has to have basic 
sensitivity and aesthetic interest. 
Jagmohan had neither. 

11. He has the cheek to say that 
not a single person died due to 
shifting of “squatters”. This is 
another of his fantastic lies. He 
asserts that there is no record to 
this effect. Jagmohan should 
know better about what sort of 
‘records were being maintained 


allotment because it feared that might 
annoy the Harijans. And when the 
Janata Party came to power in Delhi 
in June 1977, a majority of its 
members, who belonged to the erst¬ 
while Jana Sangh, decided to con¬ 
tinue the lease for political benefits. 

Tension built up in village Kanjha- 
wala some months ago when the 
caste Hindus tried to forcibly dis¬ 
possess the Harijans of the land. The 
police rushed in to maintain peace 
and provide protection to the Harijans 
whenever they cultivated the land. 

The caste Hindu leaders, some of 
whom are former Congressmen, then 
decided to launch a struggle for the 
recovery of the land on the argu¬ 
ment that land for pasture can never 
be used for cultivation purposes. 
They organised a satyagraha some 
weeks ago and hundreds of Jat pea- 


during the Emergency. All the 
wanton destruction of human 
lives and properties that took 
place during those dark days as a 
consequence of bulldozing of pro¬ 
perty and forcible removal of peo¬ 
ple to far-away slums should 
weigh heavily on the conscience 
of Jagmohan—provided he has a 
conscience. 

12. He has referred to the book9 
written by Uma V'asudeva, Man- 
kekar and Michael Henderson. 1 
reaffirm all that has been quoted 
in the books on my behalf. Let 
Jagmohan recall whether any of 
these authors had attempted to 
cross check with him and what 
he had told them. 

13. As regards the Munirka 
village land, the fact is D.D.A. 
made huge profits by acquiring it 
at throw-away prices and reselling 
It at a price which was more than 
one hundred times the original 
ode. That is how posh colonies 
such as Vasant Vihar were set up. 
Anyone can get proof of this from 
the affected villagers who were 
duped, exploited and left high 
and dry. 

Similarly, during the Emergency 
slum colonies such as Khichripur, 
Jehanglrpari and Sultanpuri were 
created by destroying the original 
homes and standing crops belong¬ 
ing to the villagers. Was any 
compensation paid to them? Let 
Jagmohan or the affected villagers 
answer this question. 

In conclusion, I assert that 
Jagmohan is a compulsive liar. 
He has produced a cesspool of 
falsehoods. Mercifully his writ 
did not run beyond Delhi. It is 
unfortunate that a vast number 
of the poor had to suffer at his 
hands. It was his ruthlessness 
that brought him so close to 
Sanjay Gandhi. Both of them 
clicked very well. 
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sants courted arrest by violating 
prohibitory orders. 

A police force comprising CRPF 
and Delhi Police contingents Has now 
been permanently stationed in the 
village which now appears to be a 
police camp. The even tenor of vill¬ 
age life has disappeared with the 
police patrplling the streets to pre¬ 
vent Kanjhawala turning into an¬ 
other Belchi. 

'T'HE caste Hindus have formed 
* themselves into a Kisan Sangha- 
rsh Samiti to continue their struggle. 
They are seeking to involve the 
caste Hindus of the neighbouring 
States in their fight. This is neces¬ 
sary if they want to build up a 
powerful moral force to compel the 
Delhi Administration to cancel the 
lease order. 

The first attempt towards achiev¬ 
ing this objective was made on July 
30 when the samiti successfully 
organised a convention of 5,000 
caste Hindus in Kanjhawala. A 
majority of participants came from 
the neighbouring States. Though 
the samiti office-bearers told news¬ 
men that the convention was open to 
the Hgrijans also, no Harijan re¬ 
presentative was invited, nor was one 
seen at the convention which lasted 
more than five hours. While one 
section wanted ail those present at 
the convention to form a procession 
and march straightaway to the Prime 


Minister’s residence, the other ad¬ 
vised restraint - 

Today, each Harijan family holds 
only one acre of land. "How-can any¬ 
one earn enough from one 
acre of land? Clearly, the allotment 
of the pasture land to the Harijans 
■was politically motivated," say the 
caste Hindu leaders. 

The same day, in another corner 
of the village, a number of Harijan 
leaders held a meeting. Gloom pre¬ 
vailed at this meeting as the news 
reached about the massive turn-out 
at the caste Hindus’ convention. The 
leaders were, however; asked by 
CPI leader Mr B. D. Josfti not to 
feel unduly worried. He pointed out 
that if the Harijans held a similar 
convention in the village, the turn¬ 
out would be much bigger. Some of 
those who attended this meeting 
said ruefully that though the allot¬ 
ment of land had kicked up a big 
row, the one acre of land allotted 
to each Hariian family was in no 
way helpful The maintenance of this 
land costs more than it produces. But 
the meeting was unanimous on fac¬ 
ing the challenge posed by the caste 
Hindus. A tentative decision was 
taken to hold a convention of the 
Harijans in the village on August 
6. A body called the Bhoomiheen 
Sangbarsh Samiti was also formed. 
As one Harijan leader explained it, 
the issue is no longer the allotment 
of land. It is the "blackmailing” by 


the caste Hindus of the poor end 
weak in society that the Hariians 
now want to. challenge. “Behind their 
agitation is the endeavour to re¬ 
establish . the supremacy they had 
over us for centuries/' lie said. 

The Harijans’ convention will, 
however, confine itself to demand¬ 
ing action against those who oppose 
the allotment of "land. It will also 
demand that the land be perma¬ 
nently given to the; Harijans. But 
even the Harijan leaders admit that 
the solution of the dispute is not so 
easy. They cannot live safety in the 
village without police protection. 
There Is so much terror created by 
the caste Hindus that the Harijan 
families which' have been allotted 
the land five in acute anxiety and 
worry. 

As usual, the issue has been raised 
in Parliament and appeals have been 
made to the leaders of both parties 
to main peace. Beyond that, no one 
wants to go. The district and police 
officials look at the situation as 
merely a law and order problem. And 
the political leaders are unwilling 
to tackle the social and econo¬ 
mic issues thrown up by the 
dispute. The tension that has been 
growing in Kanjhawala for more than 
a year may soon erupt into vio¬ 
lence, taking a heavy toll of lives. 


BRAJ MOHAN, Delhi 
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The best lighting system for your bicycle 



MILLER lights the way 
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TI Miller Ltd., Madras 600 063 (A subsidiary of Tubs Invsstmentsof tadls Ud.) 


TI Miller 
Dynamo Lamps 

e 12 volts and 6 volts. 
The choice is yours. 

e A bright non-flickering 
beam...in any weather. 

• Comes with its own 
power source...no ceils 
to replace. 

• Sleek, full-chromed and 
pilfar-proof. 

Choose a Millar Dynamo. 

It’s an all-weather lamp 

that'll last you a life-time. 




Babubhai's Ministry rocked by 
graft controversy _ ‘ 

Gujarat Ministry faces tough time in coming Assembly session 


administrative and organisa- 
* tional wings of the Gujarat unit 
of the Janata Party might oe in for 
rough weather during the ensuing 
Assembly session that is due to com¬ 
mence from August 21. If anything 
is likely to impede their progress, it 
is the corruption controversy that is 
engaging the minds of Party wor¬ 
kers as well as the general public 
Statements and counter-statements 
made by the Chief Minister, Mr 
Babubhai Patel and Prohibition 
Minister Mr Harisinh Chavda, on the 
issue of these corruption charges 
have suddenly taken a dramatic 
turn. 

Mr Chavda has now admitted that 
an offer of Rs one lakb was made 
to him provided that he relaxed the 
prohibition policy so that the khand- 
sari factories in the State could'sell 
the stocks of molasses they had ac¬ 
cumulated. Disposal of the molasses 
had become difficult after the ban 



Harisinh Chavda: Caught in a Babubhai Patel: Stormy Assembly 
corruption controversy session ahead 


on the sale of rotten gur. which is 
used in illicit liquor. Mr Chavda said 
that the parties concerned did not 
approach him with the money when 
the offer was made. Although the 
Chief Minister, Mr Babubhai 
Patel is on record as having said thtrt 
the Prohibition Minister could not 
recognise the people who had app¬ 
roached* him with the offer, Mr 
Chavda has stated that he can iden¬ 
tify them. 

The corruption controversy was 
initially raised by Mr Vasanjee Tha- 
karar, a Janata Party MLA from 
Porbander who lodged corruption 
charges against Mrs Hemabahen 
Acharya and Mr Chavda in a Janata 
Legislature Party meeting. A demand 
was raised by Mrs Acharya to insti¬ 
tute an inquiry commission but the 
Chief Minister himself investigated 
the charge, His report, which he 
submitted at a Party meeting, con¬ 
cluded that the allegations were 
baseless and had been made to 
malign the image of those concerned. 
Mr Pate! took no action against Mr 
Thakarar in an attempt to maintain 
unity Id the Party and the latter 
apologised at a Party meeting. He 
claimed that his statements had 
been made because of pressure. 

The Chief Minister’s stand of for- 

{ Ive and forget has been in order to 
eep the Jana Sangh lobby appeased, 
although at the same time it is bound, 
to create, problems for the smooth 
running of the ensuing Assembly 
session proceedings, observers feel. 

' ^A section within the Janata Party 
who support Mr Tbakarair feel that 
tite.Chief Minister has let them 


down. They feel that the findings 
could have been placed before the 
public Mr Thakarar now insists that 
the Chief Minister announce his 


findings. Legal experts fronw the 
Congress(I) nave challenge the in¬ 
terpretation of the Prohibition Minis¬ 
ter. Mr Magaubtiai Barot and Mr 
Amarsinh Cnowdhury, who ere both 


Amarsinh 


iury, who ere both 


secretaries of the GPCC(I) maintain 
that it is an offence under Section 
166 A of the IPC to offer a Wbe 
to e public servant The Prohibition 
Minister is trying in fact to mislead 
the people, they assert. 

RAMAN BHAVSAR, 
Ahmedabad 


Two hangings in Indore 

A study in contrasts 

T WO murderers who were hanged (n his last days. Ever since 
in the Raipur Central Jail in shifted to the Raipur Cent 


* in the Raipur Central Jail in 
Madhya Pradesh recently had both 
been convicted for killing their spou¬ 
ses. These two criminals provided a 
claMc study in contrast Thirty eight- 
year-old Pyarelal, sent to the gallows 
on May 1, was every inch a harde¬ 
ned criminal and remained unrepen¬ 
tant till his last breath. While under¬ 
going the trial for killing bis wife 
in 1964, he murdered two fellow 
prisoners inside the jail, following 
an altercation. 

Twenty eight-year-old Budhram, the 
second criminal, was hanged on June 
18 for murdering his Wife Mankun- 
war, 25, and uncle, Bagarsai, 27, 
after he found them in a compromis¬ 
ing position. The murder, obviously 
committed in a rage, gave him such 
a -psychosomatic shock that he lost 
his powers of speech and hearing 
which he regained only when told 
that- he had been sentenced to death. 


in his last days. Ever since he was 
shifted to the Raipur Central Jail 
from Surguja, where he was lodged 
till November 1976, he had asked 
for recitations from the Gita and 
Ramcharita Manas. Other fellow 
convicts obliged him. His last wish 
was that five Brahmins be fed puris 
and Wiser. 

Pyarelal, who said he had “no last 
wish”, was far from religious. After 
the rejection of his mercy appeal, 
he spent his hist days In complete 
seclusion. When in the early hours 
of May 1 the jail superintendent 
arrived in his cell along with a judge 
and a priest, Pyarelal learnt instinc¬ 
tively that his last moments had 
come. The superintendent asked the 
condemned man to have a bath and 
don new clothes, but Pyarelal de¬ 
clined. He also refused to take the 
religious services of the pandit and 
did not drink the holy Ganga water 
or chew the sacred Tulsi leaves 


Budhram turned highly religious N.-K. SINGH, Indore 
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SUN TREK 



Wear a 
Suntrek Watch. 

Wear 
Swiss precision. 


When you've 
reached 
the top... 




Suntrek watches. Fully tropiealised. With a movement 

specially created to ensure high precision. And each Suntrek watch 

looks as good as it performs. Automatic and Winding. 

In stainless steel, chrome and gold. 

SUNTTWK WATCHES -Now precision has a standard 
Sondhi Tressa Tima Industries Pvt. Ltd. 

Aban House, 25/31 Ropewalk Street, Rampart Row, Bombay-400023 
Factory. B 13/4, Jhilmii Industrial Area, Shahadara, Delhi-110032 


48 


Alka-ST-03 







A tale of rubbish to riches 

.1 - —- ■■■■■■■ ■ . . 

All that you throw away may not he waste 


E ven if a]} your effort* to make 
an honest living have failed, 
don’t despair. Buy a plot of land, 
start a garbage dump and Invite all 
and sundry to tip their refuse on 
the land. You might tar a wealthy 
man soon, if your neighbours have 
enough rubbish. 

A startling totafof 2,200 tons of 
garbage is accumulated every day 
within the city limits of Calcutta 
alone. This weight, however, does 
not merely consist of waste matter 
—almost a quarter of its content is 
re usable, according to a recent sur¬ 
vey conducted In this city. Even 
the remainder can be put to good 
use. While the majority is made up 
of coal ash, which accounts for 43 
per cent of the total weight, 35 per 
cent consists of compostable mate¬ 
rials and the remaining 22 per cent 
is re-usable. 

The coal ash, which is alkaline in 
nature, can be used as fertiliser m 
barren areas. The re-usable matter 
usually consists of zinc from ex¬ 
hausted dry batteries, stainless steel 
from razor blades, plastics from an 
assortment of commodities and alu¬ 
minium from empty tooth paste 
tubes. In Calcutta’s daily garbage 
accumulation, there arS an estima¬ 
ted 5.00,000 aluminium caps of milk 
bottles, which represent a value of 
Rs 1,000. 

Even in a country like the USA, 
mechanical compost plants'have 
moved to be redundant and a num¬ 
ber of them have been closed down. 
The World Bank has agreed to fin¬ 
ance a protect by which garbage is 
accumulated and allowed to decom¬ 
pose in order to form compost. The 
dumping ground is a place called 
Dhapa and though this is a noble 
gesture, It should be pointed out that 
its drawbacks are as great—if not 
greater-—than its assets. On the plus 
side, it is an answer to the call by 
millions of Indian farmers for ade¬ 
quate supplies of compost at a rea¬ 
sonable price. For such a densely 
populated country as India, ample 
soil conditioner in the form of com¬ 
post is more than necessary for agri¬ 
cultural purposes. 

On the debit side, such a project 
simply contaminates the under¬ 
ground and surface water with 
viruses and bacteria. Water borne 
diseases like typhoid and diarrhoea 
will increase on a massive scale. 
This, added to the obvidus stench, 
paints a fairly grim picture of the 
whole project. This area of 20 
square- kilometres is, therefore, 
doomed. The anaerobic (in, the 
absence of air) decomposition of 
the solid waste to form compost will 
take place slowly over a period of 
mahy J-Cars.; BMb land and air will 

be pollut' d Moreover, building 
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can be constructed on . such land 
in the future. 

Mr Alok Sanyal of the Physics 
Department of Jadavpur University, 
Calcutta, believes that he has found 
a simpler, quicker and more hygie¬ 
nic method of obtaining compost 
from garbage. In an experiment 
carried out with the students of 
Don Bosco School, Calcutta, a small 
area was marked out and an ordi¬ 
nary brick construction erected with 
space to provide ventilation. The 
boys collected a cartload of waste 
from a local market which consist¬ 
ed of overripe vegetables, and 
rotten surplus supplies of fruit 
This was gathered and -shovelled 
into the modest construction and 
some tender coconut shells were 


added to the heap to improve the 
experiment. In less than two 
months the waste had turned into 
dark, rich compost where even the 
coconut shells had fused entirely 
with the rest of the garbage. 

This process is termed aerobic > 
since it is carried out in the pre¬ 
sence of air. Not nnlv is the method 
simnle end hygienic; it is pt«o 
quick and guarantees good quality 
compost. As the process is much 
faster than its anaerobic counter¬ 
part. the land does not remain 
occupied for any lengthy period of 
time. Even the bricks need not be 
used if a cheaper method is required. 

DAVID McMAHON, Calcutta 


Devi Lai's record ‘ 

// Ministerial changes in 13 months 

T HE Haryana Chief Minister, 

Mr Devi Lai, has set a ijew 
record in Ministry making. 

Dqring the past 13 months, he 
has effected eleven changes in his 
team. Of the 75 Janata Party 
MLAs, 31 have at one time or 
the other been Ministers or 
Parliamentary Secretaries in the 
State Government. 


The Haryana Assembly has 90 
seats. Janata Party’s High Com¬ 
mand has permitted that the size 
of the Cabinet can be one-tenth 
of the strength of the House that 
is,, nine. Mr Devi Lai’s cabinet 
at present has 14 Ministers and 
one Chief Parliamentary Secre¬ 
tary. At least two Ministers have 
been sworn in twice during the 
last 13 months. Mrs Sushma 
Swaraj was first dismissed and 
then inducted back into the Cabi¬ 
net. She later resigned follow¬ 
ing the major crisis in Haryana 
that finally culminated in Mr 
Charan Singh, leaving the Union 
Cabinet. Mr Gujraj Bahadur 
Nogar, who had. resigned last 
month, was again included in 
what Mr Devi Lai described as 
the “final instalment” in the pro¬ 
cess of Ministry making. 

Three Ministers who had re¬ 
signed and have refused to come 
back now are Mrs Swaraj, Mr 
Tara Singh and Mr Baldcv Tayal. 
Six Parliamentary Secretaries 
who were inducted to save the 
falling Government had enjoyed 
their positions For only two 
weeks. None'of them is‘said to 
have been paid for their “work”. 

Depending upon the exigencies 



Devi Lai: A ‘ dynamic * CM ? 

of the situation Mr Devi Lai has 
taken recourse to reshuffling 
portfolios. Once he had taken 
over all major departments him¬ 
self and then given up all except 
general administration and police 
(CID). The latest change (on 
July 26) has cut the former Jana 
Sangh to size. With only ten 
MLAs Jana Sangh had four 
Cabinet posts with major depart¬ 
ments like home, industries, 
health, food and supply, finance, 
excise and taxation and. local 
bodies. Now it has been divested 
of home, food and supply, finance 
and excise and taxation depart¬ 
ments. 

In all this in fighting, develop¬ 
mental work has been a casualty- 
The Chief Minister himself ad¬ 
mitted recently that his Govern¬ 
ment and the Party had failed to 
achieve much in the past 13 
months. 

A CORRESPONDENT, 
Chandigarh 
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Criminal appointed to official body 


An amazing gajfe by the Dei 

r was four o’clock one evening in 
mid-July. The superintendent of 
Delhi’s Tihar Jail was told that a 
member of Delhi Administration’s 
Jail Advisory Committee was coming 
to inspect the jail. The SP got his 
staff ready to welcome the VIP. As 
the committee member got down 
from his car. the superintendent-went 
forward to receive him. When he 
saw the face of the VIP, he was 
taken aback. It took him 10 minutes 
to leconcile to the fact that Jathedar 
Karam Singh Tung had been nomi¬ 
nated by the Lt.-Governor of Delhi 
on the Jail Advisory .Committee. 
That a man who had served several 
months in Tihar Jail on criminal 
charges would one day visit the jail 
as a VTP was beyond the SP’s ima¬ 
gination 

Kaiam Singh Tung gave the SP a 
dirty look. “How are you Mr. S P.?” 
he roared The jail superintendent 
did not say anything but decided to 
teach him a lesson. Three days later 
an English daily from the capital 
earned a news item saying that one 
of the non official members of Delhi’s 
Jail Advi'oiy Committee had 33 
alleged ruminal involvements to his 
ci edit 


i Administration 



K N. Sahni what a mess 


Descubed in police records as a 
“notorious car lifter,” K. S Tung 
has been involved in criminal cases 
reported from Delhi, Haryana, Pun¬ 
jab and Uttar Pradesh According 
to information available with the 
Delhi Police, K. S Tung had been 
acquitted in five of the 33 cases 
while in three he was discharged.. In 
14 cases, he is reportedly facing 
tiial Police records did not show 


the final results in nine cases. 
Confidential records with the crime 
'record office of the Delhi Police’s 
Crime Blanch, however, show that 
at least half of the 30 cases pertain 
to thefts. In one case, K. S. Tung 
had been convicted by a court in 
Moradabad, U.P. 

Confidential standing instructions 
to the police station in whose juris¬ 
diction K. S. Tung resides are that 
a strict watch should be kept on 
him. According to normal practice 
only persons having a clean police 
record are considered for nomination 
to such advisory committees 

The Chief Executive Councillor 
of Delhi, Mr, Kidar Nath Sahni, has 
apologised to the - people through 
the Press for his “mistakes" in 
these cases. Though he did not 
elaborate, he said that K. S Tung’s 
nomination had been done on the 
recommendation of a Union cabi¬ 
net Minister. Sources dose to Mr 
Sahni said that K. S. Tung was 
close to some Akali Dal leaders, 
though his nomination had been 
recommended by a Minister who be¬ 
longed to the erstwhile Congress (0). 

HARISH GUPTA, New Delhi 
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► Bestseller has a vintage 

quality about it Pioneer 

^ The author it one of those 
born writers who just cannot go 
wrong Olaegow Herald 

^ Rare talent . 

- The Magatme 
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prize rs, 30 lor the entry given (Irst humour in real life 


this india 


COIMBATORE : A burglar who had 
scaled over the compound wall of a 
bouse in Ramnugar bad unfortunately 
■ selected a place where, after jumping 
over the wall, he found himself inside a 
Well, 50 feet deep. He had to be rescued 
by the Fire Service Unit. He jumped on 
the wrong side of the wall and fell 
straight into the well where he was 
unable to come oul. He raised the 
alarm and residents of the house inform¬ 
ed the FSU who rescued him. The bur¬ 
glar, who sustained some injuries in his 
fall, was admitted to the Medical College 
Hospital and detained for further invesli 
gations —The Hindu (R. Gopalan, Madras). 

j NAGPUR : A team of four monkeys, 
reportedly infuriated by the death of one 
of their tribe, went on a rampage in 
Mahal and surrounding areas. 15 per¬ 
sons were injured and eventually three 
of the offenders were shot although one 
escaped. A woman who was attacked 
required 15 stitches while a boy also suf¬ 
fered from their wrath—Naopur Times 
(Yusufbhui Hinganghatwala, Nagpur). 

BANGALORE : The (Karnataka Govern- 
ment is planning to introduce family 
planning education riRht from the ele- 
? mentary school level. The State Health 
'■ Minister, Mr M. Mallappa, said that 
family planning had suffered a .setback 
j'in recent months and the problem was 
assuming monstrous proportions. He 
did not agree that the primary school 
.stage was too early for the introduction 
of the subject—The Hindu (K. L. Ranga- 
nathara, liassan). 

HARDOI : A blind man in Belkhara 
Village has been arrested for the murder 
of a nine-year-old boy with the intention 
of offering sacrifice to a deity in the 
; fond hope of regaining his eyesight — 
Times of India (Mrs Vasanti J. Bhatia, 

- Gorakhpur). 


without comment 


T DO NOT belong to a Party with one 
; leader, one opinion and one view—George 
Fernandes. 


SANJAY GANDHI encouraged the 
growth of an tdi Amin cult. In fact he 
fancied himself as a second ldi Amin— 
Priya Ranjan Das Munshi quoted in 
Youth Times. 

I HATF sin, not the sinner—Raj Narain. 


ALL GOVERNMENTS get the idea that 
the people are for the Government and 
not the «other way round—M. G. Rama- 
chaodraii 

IF THE R.S.S. had merged with Janata, 
the Party would have been more cohe¬ 
sive—Dinesh Singh. 


COIMBATORE : Over 150 Harijan fami¬ 
lies of Ruavalhur village near Sulur are 
unable to use their communal wells as 
they have allegedly been poisoned by 
caste Hindus— Times of India (S. Sant ha, 
Madurai). 

MADRAS : All State Government em¬ 
ployees in Tamil Nadu have to sign their 
names in Tamil hereafter. A directive 
to this effect was issued by the Govern¬ 
ment under Section 4 of the Tamil Nadu 
Official Language Act, 1956 —The Hindu 
(R. Sherfudeen, Thanjavur). 

MADRAS : Raj Mohan, a constable at¬ 
tached to the Tamil Nadu Special Police, 
Avadi, was taken into custody. Accord¬ 
ing to police, he was waiting at a bus 
stop in North Madras when he was found 
to be carrying liquor suspected to have 
been smuggled from Andhra Pradesh to 
the city—The Hindu (N. S. Ajit Kumar, 
Madras). 

AN ITEM in the Unemployment News 
Weekly, relating to the applications to 
the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, 
reads : Disabled defence personnel killed 
in action are exempted from attaching 
postal orders to their applications— 
beccan Herald ( S. C. Hassan). 

MAND! ; Volunteers of the Yuva Janata 
Morelia staged a dharna outside the 
office ot the deputy commissioner, 
demanding immediate action by the ad¬ 
ministration to overcome, the “worst- 
ever firewood crisis”. The morcha told 
onlookers that firewood of late had be¬ 
come very scarce in (he town even for 
cremation purposes. They said last week 
that an unclaimed body of a boy re¬ 
mained in Hit* hospital for hours due. to 
lack of firewood. It was cremated only 
after some PWD officials provided the 
wood —The Times of India (Y.V.R. Murty, 
Baripada). 


SHARAD PAWAR is indeed a great 
fighter against Indira Gandhi’s authori¬ 
tarianism. During the Emergency he 
was the State Minister for _ Home In 
Maharashtra and so responsible fof all 
the atrocities—New Age. 

I DO NOT consider Congressmen as 
untouchables. After all they ran the 
country—good, bad, indifferent—for 30 
long years. And within a space of 16 
months we are finding it difficult to hold 
together—Madhu Limayc quoted in 
Onlooker. 

T NEVER SAID that Hindi should he 
imposed, I never believed in that— 
Morarji Desai. 

JANATA PARTY has no right to remain 
in power since it has failed to fulfil the 
aspirations of the people—Raj Narain. 



SHORTLY AFTER the birth of 
the world’s first test tube baby, 
I was looking at photographs of 
a colleague’s daughter. I re¬ 
marked that the girl looked very 
much like her father. On hear¬ 
ing what I said, my colleague 
remarked: "She came from areal 
tube’’—S. P. Sarkar, Calcutta. 



I MET a friend of mine after she 
returned from having seen thejj 
movie Don. When I asked her. ■ 
how she liked it she could only 
hold her head and groan : “Sari- 
don, Saridon”—Radnarani Mitra, 
Calcutta 



A NOTICE in the section reserved 
for males in a rcstauraht reads: 
“Man eater; should wash their 
hands in the wash basin only und 
not in the plates”—B.L.N. 

Kurnool 
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word or two 


I NIGO JONES, the great English 
architect, of the seventeenth 
centnry, renovated the old St. 
Paul's Cathedral in London. (This 
was later destroyed by fire and 
present Cathedral put up in its 
place.) After Jones completed his 
work, King James I told him that 
it was “awful, elaborate and arti- 
flriaP’. 

lb The architect was deeply flat- 
■ttged. At that time, you see, 
jg wifvl meant awe-inspiring. Ela¬ 
borate meant finely laboured or 
meticulous, and artificial meant 
artistic. 


This is the common way ot 
words. They have a basic neutral 
meaning. Different ages give them 
good and bad connotations; and 
those of one age can appear sur- 
prising to another. 



Fond, for instance, once meant 
Ujlsolish’’. A fond mother was 
Spnfe who could not look after her 
" children properly. And who can 
hide a smile or a frown when, 
reading the Authorised Version of 
the Bible, he suddenly comes up¬ 
on this : “My beloved put in his. 

hand by . the door, and my 

bowels were moved for him." 
Yet bowels can mean anything in¬ 
side one, and here refers to the 
heart. The line occurs in a very 
beautiful passage in the Song of 
Songs. 


ROSPINNER 
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stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 



I N these days when one is accustomed 
to read in daily newspapers disgusting 
stories of atrocities on Harijans in vari¬ 
ous parts of the country, it is a pleasure 
to learn that there is a little known, 
sequestered village in Tumkur district of 
Karnataka where Harijans are accorded 
a place of prominence at par with aristo¬ 
cratic Brahmin priests during the car 
festival held on the occasion of Yugadi. 
It may not be an easy task to spot out 
the village Ujjani on the Karnataka map, 
but it has nevertheless come to occupy a 
significant place in tbe history of social 
resurgence in the State. A rather in¬ 
conspicuous-looking temple dedicated to 
Shakti, situated in tbe heart of the vil¬ 
lage, is the focal point of the car festi¬ 
val. The temple, presided over by 
Chaudeshwari, Is the centre of venera¬ 
tion and the hub of cultural activities 
in the village: The temple with its ins¬ 
criptions of epigrapbica) importance is 
surmised to have been built at the time 
of the Vijayanagara empire. Nearly one- 
third of the total population In the 
village are Harijans. 

Yugadi, which ushers in the new year 
for the people of Karnataka, is also the 
occasion of a gay car festival at Ujjani. 
Gardens and groves shimmer with new 
life, setting the stage for the celebration 
of car festival. Villagers at Ujjani, ris¬ 
ing above the petty considerations of 
caste, creed and community, participate 
in the festival with gay abandon. With 
great devotion, the villagers dressed in 
their choicest attire, take the idol of 
Chaudeshwari and install it In a special¬ 
ly built pandal outside the temple. 

But what has lent special significance 
to the festival is the fact that six Hari¬ 
jans, after assuming Brahminhood, play 
a vital role in performing various rites 
and rituals of the festival. By any 
means, 'he car festival at Uijani is an 
extraordinary affair, since it is in strik¬ 
ing contrast to similar car festivals held 
in other parts of the State. Fifteen 
days prior to the festival, Six selected 
Harijans leave their bouses and come to 
stay in the temple precincts. Here, they 
are initiated into Brahminhood as u 
prelude to taking over the rigorous 
priestly duties of the festival. 
The priest of the temple initiates them 
Into the Gayatrl mantra — the most 
sacred among the Vedic mantras and In¬ 
vest them with sacred thread in the 
manner of a Brahmin. The initiation 
into the Gayatri mantra is done in ut¬ 


most secrecy and once the Harijans as¬ 
sume Brahminhood, they are expected 
to perform the religious duties set for 
them with utmost precision and care. 

After the day of initiation, the six 
Harijans reverently referred to as He6 
bar Guddas perform the rites of Chaude- 
sbwari with utmost exactitude. Every 
day, getting up before the break of 
dawn, they have their dip in the temple 
tank. Bath over, they prepare their food 
as per the injunctions laid down by the 
head priest. It is believed that if any of 
the Harijans-turned Brahmins commit a 
sacrilegious act, calamity will strike 
him on the. day of festival. 

Two days before the festival, a score 
of bullock carts arc engaged in trans¬ 
porting firewood from the nearby forest 
to the temple. They are taken round 
the temple with pomp and elaborate reli¬ 
gious rites. After circling the temple 
thrice, the firewood is unloaded add 
arranged into a massive rectangle on 
the ground outside the temple. 

Thousands of devotees drawn from 
various parts of the district throng the 
tiny village of Ujjani to receive the 
blessings of the mother goddess. Such 
costly items as silver, gold and jari 
sarees are offered to the goddess by the 
devotees. It is the belief of the devo¬ 
tees that if the goddess is not properly 
appeased evil forces will play havoc in 
the village. 

All through the fifteen days of the 
festival, the six Harijans play a crucial 
role. The festival is unimaginable without 
their active participation. Perhaps this 
is one of the rarest occasions when the 
caste Hindus elevate Harijans to the 
status of Brahminhood. 

On the morrow of the car festival, as 
night falls, the rectangularly arranged 
firewood outside Ibe temple is lit by tho 
head priest. The six Harijan priests 
led by the head priest, holding the idol 
of Chaudeshwari, walk into the burning 
pyre with dogged determination and a 
remarkable coolness bordering on a 
degree of indifference. When they came 
out of the fire-walking ordeal unscath¬ 
ed, one is bound to believe that the 
spirit of the goddess Animating them 
protects them against any harmful 
effects. 

This unique festival comes to a grand 
conclusion with the celebration of what 
is called Okuli, reminiscent of the revelry 
witnessed during Holi. The village 
elders at the fag end of the festival, 
pour water over the heads of Harijan 
priests. Even as the water is being 
poured, the Harijan priests discard their 
sacred threads and along with it their 
temporary Brahminhood. 

B. RADHAKRISHNA RAO 
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NARETY 



chess 


Portion No. 4 



MM* t» play—how ahouM tho gamo go? 


Continuation of Position No. 2 

Tha position to taken from the game Marco- 
Sal tar, played at Czemowicz In 1S00:3 r 1 r 
k1;pp 1 q 1 ppp;3pkt3;2pKI4;5PP1; 
P S P O; 1 P P 1 B 3; 1 K 1 H 4. 

Now, Marco, the great editor of the 
Wiener SohoctuoHung and one of the beat 
annotatora the cheseworld haa ever seen, 
won with 1. B —KtS, OxB; Z Kt—K7 ch. 
K—HI: 3. Q*P ch. with mala to foflow. 


Gamo coMocMora 

These have alwaya constituted for me one 
of the most fascinating. If not Bn moat 
fascinating, aspects of chess literature. 1 am 
not now referring to collections of games by 
any one single player. These come more 
under the heading of biography and so have 
their own special and distinctive delights. It 
to with the anthology of selected games by 
various hands that I am concerned here. 

For some years now I have myself been 
working at an anthology showing the differ¬ 
ence In the various chess schools and 
dealing with them in chronological order. 
The last time anything of this nature, was 
done was soma 27 years ago whan Imre 
Konlg published hia 'Chess from Morphy lo 
Botvtnnik’ a good solid work which has 
been out of print for some time. 

I am therefore Interested in game collec¬ 
tions from what one might call tha profes¬ 
sional point of view and the earliest of thta 
kind that I have i> wiMam Lewie's ‘Fifty 
games at chess. London. 1632. Ear!tost in 
English that to, tinea I posaas s soma etah- 
taanth-oantury works in Fntrfch and Italian 
which, whilst purporting to be manuals, are 
In fact game anthologtoa. 

Tha most Important of tha early English 
collections is undoubtedly Walker's Chess 
Studies'. London. 1B44. It contains the fam¬ 
ous McDonnsU-LabouFdonnato match 
garfies and to a rich mlna of nuggata of 
various shapes and sizes. 

Moving on to modem timee and picking 
out those books which were truly memor¬ 
able or else did not receive the notice they 
deserve we come to Bogoijubow's Klee- 


stoehe Schachpartten aue i nodaman 
Zeitan'. 3 volumes published in Berlin and 
Leipzig. 192B-B. Hey Atom's *Cian Partidas 
da ajedrex', Zaragoza 1934 and LeLtormala 
‘Las prixde beaut* aux tehees’, Parte. 193B. 
AH these ham their virtues and I nt ere st ing 
points - perhaps some day they will be 
translated into English ana osrtatniy the 
young reader witl be delighted with the rich 
fare mat he will find in, for example. Bogoi- 
iubow's book. 

Since the war there have been Konig'a 
book end Tartatower and du Mont's ‘SOB 
Master games of Chess’, London, 1962. This 
last one was in two volumes and haa since 
been reprinted in one paperback volume In 
the Dover pram in 1976. At £3.90 with some 
670 pages it to osrtainly excellent value at 
£3 90. Thto works out at about four-flfthe of 
a penny per game. 

HARRY GOLOMBEK _ 

bridge 


THIS deal from tha London tsam champion¬ 
ship. reported in Popular Bridge Monthly. 
runs contrary to tho proposition that the 
female of tho apa otoa to more deadly than 
the male. It waa played by Paul Gordon, who 
In a bridge sense mutt be uaed to being 
described as tha husband of Fritz! Gordon. 

Dealer, West Love all 

t AJ 

¥ K 9 4 

♦ AQ73 

* k 9 7 e 
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* K8 3 

* A J 10 # 6 2 

* J tO 8 

* 6 


N 

w e 
s 


* io a r s 2 

¥ a 

* 9 8 4 2 

* J42 


*064 

¥073 

♦ K 8 

* A Q 10 8 3 


South piayad m 6NT after Wast had 
opened With a weak Two Hearts. Waat lad 
♦ J, won by declarer'* King. 

Thar* am alavan trick* on top and on tha 
aurfaca tha moat likely wav to And a twelfth 
la to play Eaat tor a alngteters Jack or 10 ot 
haart*. However. if South lead* tha Quaan 
of haarta early on. Waat will win with tha Aea 
and return tha Jack, daatroytng all aqueaz* 
chanoaa. m practloo, tha dadarar bagan 
with a low heart to the King, followed by two 
round* of dub*. Waat Placarding a heart 
From this point do you aae any way to make 
tha contract, even at double-dummy? 


After tha aaoond round of dubs Gordon 
flnaaa o d the Jack or apadaa and played off 
two more rounds of diamond*. Then ha ran 
tha clubs, arriving at this and position: 


* K 8 
¥ A J 

♦ — 


A A 
*34 

♦ 7 

* - 


N 

W E 
S 

A 06 

¥ O 
♦ — 

A 4 


A 10 9 7 

* — 
a 9 

A-«— 


On tha last dub West obviously, cannot 
1st go a heart a* then South would follow 
with the Quaan of haarta and maka the last 
trick with dummy's V 8. So West discards a 
apada and dummy a heart Now tha King ot 
apadaa fall* under tha Ace and dummy exits 
with a diamond. Eaat suddenly finds himself 
back In the game, forced to concede the last 
trick to South'* Queen of epadesl A rare 
)*wbl In a miniature setting. 

TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


1. What are Isobars? 

2. According to legend, what crea¬ 
ture has wings, the head and 
breasts of a woman and tha body 
and talons of a vulture? 

3. In the history of Europe, what 
came to be known as 'dropping 
the pilot'? 

4. One of the United Nations 
specialised agencies Is known by 
the acronym UNIDO; what Is Its 
full nama ? 

5. Which famous philosopher con¬ 
ceived the State as a monstrous 
giant composed of innumerable 

r jle ? 

In Indian law what Is the differ¬ 
ence between robbery and dacolty ? 
7. Where are the headquarters of 
the International Lawn Tennis 
Federation 7 

8. What is a young rhinoceros 
called ? 

8. What is the usual colour ot a 


Venetian gondola? 

10. In World War I, what ware 
known as HMLS ? 

11. The words 'Satyameva Jayate* 
(truth alone triumphs) appear under 
the Indian National Emblem. Where 
are the words taken from ? 

12. With what event would yoi. 
associate the statement ‘The Eagle 
has landed'? 
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Even before a child is born, his 
teeth and bones begin to 
form. From infancy through 
the growing years, calcium 


is vital. 


If your child does not get 


sufficient calcium at any stage 


of his growth, it could be too 


late. Start him on Calcium 


Sandoz. Today. 


Four tablets a day of 
Calcium-Sandoz 


"i/p 
O' T 


provide essential calcium 
through the growing years and 
build strong teeth and healthy 
bones. Fortified with vitamins 
C, 0 and Bl2, Calcium-Sandoz 
tablets have a delicious 
vanilla flavour which 
children love. 

Calcium-Sandoz—the 
world's best calcium 
developed by Sandoz in 
Switzerland. 


Calcium 

For strong teeth 
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Sunday week 


Beginning August 20 

This week Saturn, the Sun and Mercury are conjoined In Leo, Rahu, Mars ant Venus are conjointd In Virgo. Uranus 
alont is in Libra, Ntptune is in Scorpio and Kethu alone is In Pisces. Jupiter Is in Cancer. The Moon will be moving 
through Pisces and Arles from Aquarius. 



ARIES (March 21 — April 20) A sudden, un¬ 
expected reversal is likely this week, although 
your own shrewdness and sense of fair play 
may minimise any danger that threatens you. 
Your love of comfort may serve to retard pro¬ 
gress but do not let this weaken your resolve. Employers 
will prove helpful, although elders within the family circle 
may cause you some concern. Good dales: 22, 24 and 26. 
Lucky numbers: 4 and 6 . Favourable directions: South and 
West. 



LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) Exercise 
discretion in all dealings with authority as well 
as the ODposite sex. A fair measure of success 
is promised within your family circle. Guard 
against extravagance, rash changes and over¬ 
strain. A sudden change of olace or transfer is likely. 
Womenfolk should take care of their health. Alt dealings 
with property, speculation, courtship and legal affairs 
should be postponed if possible. Good dales: 22, 23 and 28. 
Lucky numbers: 4 and 7. Favourable direction: North. 


TAURUS (April 21 — May 22) Some good for¬ 
tune will come your way this weak, but avoid 
J/af all matters which Involve speculation and get- 
Jt , 'iV) rich-quick schemes. Business activities show 
us u£&2))) increased success and your fortunes improvo 
at the same time In the intellectual and social spheres. 
Your domestic life proceeds harmoniously and an auspiclou? 
event will come your way. Courtship snould be pursued. 
Good dates: 20, 21 and 23. Lucky numbers: 4 and 11. 
Favourable direction: South. 






GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) This week brings 
l,(00\S you some minor success as well as a new 
friendship. Dpi not neglect your profession or 
r.'iVt-c¥ vocational activities. Beware of possible quar- 
rels In the family and look after health of 
those close to you. Children contribute much to your own 
happiness. Deal tactfully with elders, business partners 
and (hose in authority. Curb erratic tendencies. Good dates: 
23. 24 and 25. Lucky numbers: 1 and 6. Favourable direc¬ 
tion: West. 


CANCER (June 22 — July 22) This week brings 
you mixed fortunes. On the plus side is indi¬ 
cated a probable promotion, while such success 
will be counterbalanced by unexpected trouble 
from a spouse or lever. Be cautious in choos¬ 
ing new friends and In making erratic changes, esoecially 
in the domestic domain. Also be very wary of becoming 
entangled in questionable love adventures. Good datea: 22. 
23 and 26. Lucky numbers: 1 and 6. Favourable direc¬ 
tion*: West and North. 


LEO (July 23 — August 22) New interests con¬ 
tribute to happiness and an improvement in 
your financial' affairs, much to your astonish¬ 
ment. Conserve some of your resources, how¬ 
ever. Success will depend entirely on your own 
actions and sincerity of labour. Utilise fully all opportunities 
which present themselves but guard against disputation. 
Good dates: 20, 21, 23 and 25. Lucky number*: f and 5. 
Favourable directions: East and South. 


VIRGO (August 23 — September 22) Many 

opportunities for financial expansion and happi¬ 
ness will come your way. A secret matter 
also prospers and unexpected meetings with 
high authorities are probable. New friendships 
ere foreseen. A court case will go your way. Use your 
Initiative to the fullest and you will fya well rewarded. Forge 
ahead resolutely In all your dealings. Good dates: 21, 22 
and 23, Lucky numbers: 6. and 9. Favourable direction - 
West; 



SCORPIO (October 23 — November 21) Defer 
changes and all plans involving travel. Avoid 
overstrain and do not take any needless risks 
This week proceeds on a more or less even 
keel, bringing you both good fortune as well 
as some loss. Be patient in all matters. Conserve your 
resources, beware of disputation and be very careful In 
matters involving health and finances. Good dates: 23, 24 
and 25. Lucky numbers: 6 and 9. Favourable direction: 
West. 

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 — December 22) 

Be tacfnl and circumspect in all your affairs this 
week. Threats are foreseen In matters involving 
love, domestic, marital and business dealings. 
Serious quarrels are also about to entangle 
you. Be wary in avoiding financial loss, A new friendship 
brings you happiness. Good dates: 20. 21, 24 and 26. Lucky 
numbers: 8 and 9. Favourable direction: West. 

t£7 rC? CAPRICORN (December 23 — January 29) A 

happier and more successful week than those 
you have just experienced Is foreseen. Women- 
f nllt generally cause concern. Safeguard your 
—« own health and that of members of your 
family. Keep a close watch on business as well as expendi¬ 
ture. Defer courtship and long Journeys. A pleasant finan¬ 
cial surprise will come your way at the weekend. Push 
your affairs to the utmost and do not be afraid to take risks. 
Good dates: 22. 23 and 25. Lucky numbers: 2 and 4. 
Favourable direction: North-west. 

AQUARIUS (January 21 — February 10) Your 
fortunes show a marked Improvement this 
week. Activities Increase and health Im¬ 
proves. This will orove to be a more success¬ 
ful and happy week notwithstanding some 
Trouble through property, inheritance or legal affairs 
Love and new friendships bring happiness but do not 
neglect your business affairs. Elders and children alike 
prove helpful to vour plans. Good datea: 20, 21 and 23. 
Lucky numbers: 9 and 10. Favourable direction: West. 

PISCES (February 20 — March 20) Children 
and young colleagues prove to be assets to 
your plans. Good fortune. Including benefits 
through elders and womenfolk may t>e accom¬ 
panied by anxiety and dissension. Do not be 
despondent if progress Is slow and health indifferent 
Conserve your resources and bewware of disputation. 
Be content to wait patiently and to defer chanaes. Good 
dates: 22 and 26. Lucky numbers: 4 and 10. Favourable 
directions: West and South. 

M, B. RAMAN 
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'Intellectuals must suffer for 
their convictions' 


IHANDAPAN1 JAYAKANTHAN has 
been writing for three decades: he 
has more than 200 stories and 12 
major novels to his credit. Jayakan- 
than is one of the few Tamil writers 
who have consistently sought to res¬ 
cue contemporary Tamil literature 
from the clutches of folk-lore and 
historical fiction. His consistent 
popularity has proved that quality 
and success need not always be in¬ 
compatible in India. He has a num¬ 
ber of awards including the Sahitya 
Akademi Award but he doesn’t 
really care for such honours. Like 
Graham Greene, Jayakanthan too 
believes that human nature is made 
of white, black and grey. A self- 
taught man, he was the youngest 
member of a communist commune 
m VUltpurum, Tamil Nadu; he had 
joined it in 1947, when he was 
barely 13. In his youth Jayakan¬ 
than was known as the angry young 
man of Tamil literature. Today he 
loves to act the angry middle-aged 
wum. But certainly he has mellow¬ 
ed a lot, without giving notice to the 
world, says ARTHUR PAIS who 
talked to him recently in Madras. 


Q : How did you become a com¬ 
munist ? 

A: Most of my mother’s relatives 
were involved in radical politics. My 
father was a small landlord whose 
hobbies ranged from astrology to 
flower cultivation. But politics did 
not interest him. But he did not 
object to my decision to quit the 
school and join the commune. 

Q: What do the commune days 
mean to you now ? 

A: The commune was some¬ 
thing like a home to me, a home in 
a better form. I was treated like 
an adult by my comrades. Besides 
doing Party work, I also continued 
my informal education. I never re¬ 
gretted quitting school; after all the 
world is a bigger class-room and 
there are so many fine teachers. 

Q: What was your attitude to 
violence then? 

A; Communists suffered a great 
amount of repression in 1948. I was 
sent home but I continued doing 
a brier assignments. As a young 
man, 1 enjoyed the thrill of doing 
something violent against a cruel, 
violent society. But I slowly dis¬ 
covered most. of us did not believe 
in real violence. 

0, t DM you start getting die- 
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Ulusloued in 1948 ? 

A : Not exactly. I continued 
associating myself with the Commu¬ 
nist Party for a few more years. My 
first short story was published in 
1950 and a year later I started help¬ 
ing the Party paper Janasakli. 
Curiously, I was also getting inter¬ 
ested in Hinduism—not dogmatic, 
rigid and ritualistic Hinduism 
though. When you meet so many 
good people who believe in God, you 
get to respect their feelings; you be¬ 
come a bit curious about religion. 
Many communists fervently believed 
in God but they didn’t want the 
world to know. 

0 • _ What was your first novel 
about? 

A. Vazhkkai Azaikkiradhu was 
published in 1956; it wfts a minor 
success. It is slightly autobiographi¬ 
cal. A young man meets interest¬ 
ing vagabonds and tries to live with 
them but fails. I did not write my 
second novel till 1965 but during the 
intervening period, I wrote dozens of 
short stories. 

ft : Even after you quit the 
Communist Party, you haven’t stop¬ 
ped admiring the Soviet Union, and 
Stalin. 

A. : Stalin has been called the 
grave-digger of the Revolution. Look 
at It from this point of view- Stalin 
was too scared of the Nazis and 
hence he unleashed the repression 
to save the Fatherland. If I were in 
Stalin’s place, I would have perhaps 
reacted as strongly. 

Q: How do you feel about intel¬ 
lectuals being persecuted? 

A : Intellectuals shouldn’t com¬ 
plain; it’s their duty to suffer for 
their convictions. 


Q : Ton had supported the Emer¬ 
gency. 

A : Yes, I did and I don’t feel 
bad about it. I had strongly felt 
then that the Emergency was in¬ 
tended to bring in socio-economic 
changes. So many other things 
happened—I am not happy about 
them. 

Q : You bave great contempt tor 
permissiveness. How is that you 
haven’t been able to live with lust 
one woman? 

A : Let me tell you this much— 
I’m not an unbridled hedonist. It 
is all right in my community to have 
two wives. My first marriage took 
place in 1956; it was a conventional, 
arranged marriage. I do not have 
any regrets. I must tell you, I don’t 
believe in divorce. 

Q : When I had met you two 
years ago, didn’t you say that you 
won’t send your son to school. That 
he would be educated at home. That 
greatness should come to him Just 
the way it had come to you? 

A : (Smiles) How big was my 
son then ? Yes... yes... I did mean 
all that. But, then, I did not want 
to hurt my wife. She was not inter¬ 
ested in home-coaching alone. And I 
also felt that I should not deprive 
my son of company of his age. 

ft i Your 1965 film Unnai Polu 
Qruvan was a raw film, without any 
compromise whatsover. But the film 
made on your novel last year Sila 
Nerangalil had many compromise*. 
What happened ? 

A *. I have mellowed consider¬ 
ably. Films are meant for masses, 
hence compromises can't be ruled 
out. I am not worried when some¬ 
body tells me that he does not 
understand my novels. But if people 
were to tell me that they find my 
films difficult to understand, I would 
be upset. 

ft : You used to claim, not long 
ago, that you were the only ‘com¬ 
plete’ writer in TamU. That others 
were mere journalists. 

A : I still say so. There’s plenty 
of writing but hardly any writers. 
There are any number of hohby- 
writers and churners of pot-boilers. 

I hgte them. I’m rude to them. I’ln 
ashamed to call them writers. How 
many Tamil writers have bothered to 
study the socio-economic realities-? 
All that they are interested is in ¬ 
huming out gaudy, melodramatic and 
titillating type of novels. Just like 
the Americans. ; 
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Close-up 

toothpaste an d mouthwash in one 


$ MSI 




For close-up situations like this, 
you need new Close-Up—a totally new idea 
in toothpastes. It has a real mouthwash 
that leaves your breath close-up fresh—and 
two special ingredients to get your 
teeth close-up white. 

Available in Calcutta and selected 
towns of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Goa, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 

CHOSe-Up is fbr close-ups 
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Cathay Pacific is at home. Any place in the Far East. 


Home is where the heart is. For Cathay Pacific, it's 

Hong Kong. Arid Malaysia. Singapore, Taiwan. KAn R * di<«m*ry *ifiinr \ 

Also Japan, Korea, the Philippines. Thailand. Indonesia. CATHAY f*AOliFIC |W> 

From 9 cultures we come together to make you feel TheSwr*Group 

specially welcome. From the heart of Asia. 


BOMBAY: Tai Inter Continental. Apollo Bunder. Phone: 297755 • CALCUTTA Jeovan Deep. 1 Middleton Street. Phone 447238. 
MADRAS 153. Mount Road Phone: 86356 • NEW DELHI: Hotel Janpath. Room No 6. Phone: 381831 
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UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 

YOU Must Lose 2 to 7 cms 


Around the Waist in Just 5 Days 

OR YOUR TRIAL COSTS YOU NOTHING 




“If your stomach measurements are 
15% larger than your chest measurements, 
your expectancy of life is decreased by 25%’ ’ 

-AN ENGLISH DOCTOR SAID. 


WHETHER YOU'RE A MAN works equally well on both men 
OR A WOMAN, ACHIEVE and women 
THESE RESULTS: THE SAUNA SYSTEM is the most 

Yes, now you can cut your waist effective and the fastest way of 

down to size—swiftly and easily, doing it. Just five thrilling days of 

Atlit takes 18 2 simple exercises with SAUNA COURSE can cut down 

the SAUNA SYSTEM. Lose as much vour waist from 2 to 7 cms. without 

as 7 cms. excess flab around your dieting, calorie counting, strenuous 

waist in just 5 days—If you don’t exercises or drugs I 

achieve positive results which you THE STEP BY STEP SAUNA COU- 

can actually see in your mirror and rse works directly on excess fatty 

measure with a tape, we ll give you tissues, quickly melting away un 

your money back, no questions wanted cms. It is the easiest and 

asked. That’s how confident we are the quickest method and takes only 

that the SAUNA SYSTEM really a few minutes a day in the privacy 

works. On both, men and women. 0 f your own home, to develop a be¬ 

autifully proportioned, firm waist, 
LOOK AND FEEL A WHOLE in an unbelievably short span of 
LOT HEALTHIER: time you will see amazing results. 

After using the SAUNA SYSTEM Regardless of your age. height, sex 
for a faw weeks you’ll find your and present measurements, this set* 

waist slimmer...firmer...You’ll be- entl,lC ^stem wl 1 work wonders 
gin to stand erect with your chest We unconditionally guarantee itl 
out. back held straight. Your silhou- 10-DAY FREE HOME TRIAL: 

ette will took more attractive. You’ll Get started on your SAUNA SYS- 
feel a whole lot younger, be more TEM programme today. If in 5 days 
dynamic and poised. you have not shed between 2 to 7 

Say goodbye to that "sack of pota- cms around the waist, simply re¬ 
toes” look, beginning today And turn everyihing for full and imma- 
remember the SAUNA SYSTEM diate refund—no questions asked. 


Read what these delighted users have written: 

MiaJ.O. Mr. J.D. 

“Waist measurement before: “I was doubtful, but the Sauna 

68 cms; waist measurement after System has done everything you 
using the Sauna System 56 cms. said. My waistline decreased by 

I’am absolutely delighted!" 8 cms in just three days.” 

Mr. P.F. Mr,. R.G. 

“My waist slimmed down by “1 relax listening to music while 

4 cms after the first session and by wearing my Sauna System and 
to cms in ten days." have lost 8 cms in ten days." 


Losing centimetres 
off your waist 


...is as 



Slip into the bolt, inflate it 
and perform the two simple 
exercises fpr so minutes once 
a day. 


easy as 



Keep the belt on after exer¬ 
cising for 20 minutes or so 
tvhile you relax: read , hsten 
to music , etc. 



Remove the belt and verify 
the results. Your waistltne 
toil! feel tighter , flattery fir- 
mtr and you may lose } cms 
the very first time. 


to Malt Or*ar S»t«« Pvi I Hi. 1* Mathvw Road. NaarOpara Hsun. tomb.* 400 804 


10-DAY FREE HOME TRIAL COUPON 


m MAIL ORDER SALES PVT LTD. (ordor dtpt $$- 5) m 

I IS Mathew Road. Bombay 400 004. I 

| Please rush SAUNA SYSTEM complete course lor 10-day fiee trial during which £ 

I I must lose 2-7 cms., or I may return everything by expiry of trial period for - 
mediate refund (less postage and forwarding charges). | 

| Please tick ^appropriate box | 

I O Send by Registered Post Parcel I am bonding Rs 89 (plus Rs, 6 p 8 f.) by ■ 

Cheque/Dreft/I.P.O./M.O. No. .dt .. . 

| □ Send by V.P.P. I promise to pay Rs. 95 to postman on delivery 

^ Name. 

■ Address.. 

■ ..Signature .. .. 

AVAILABLE AT LEADING STORES 
AND AT OUR SHOWROOM AT ABOVE ADDRESS 



MAHORO 
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\bu’d think a Kashmir 
holiday ends with Srinagar, 
Gulmarg and Pahalgam. 

But that’s just the beginning. 

There's .a whole world of undiscovered 
valleys and snow-capped mountains. Rippling 
streams and flowering meadows. There's 
such a lot todiscover. Such a lot to do 
Water-ski, swim, fish,trek, ride. 

There are golden meadows at Yusmarg 
and Sonmarg. Achabal for chinar groves and 
fountains. Sunshine springs at Kokernag and 
Verinag. Delightful pine forests at Khilanmarg. 
Magical lakes at Wular and Manasbal. Martand 
and Avantipur for ancient ruins. 

Picnic paradises at 
Kud. Batote and Patnitop. 
f The lonely moonland 

Ladakh. 

. So don't go away. 

*i just seeing Srinagar, 

Gulmarg and Pahalgam 
You'd have missed 
v i seeing the real Kashmir 


Bring your family and your budget along. 

You can spend Rs 300 a day. Or just 30. 
Without missing out on anything. 
Accommodation is good and plentiful. Direct 
flights operate from Delhi to Jammu and 
Srinagar State transport buses and taxis ply 
upto Srinagar. _ ^ 

Your travel agent or S 
nearest tourist'office will 
tell you when, where 
and how to go on the 

holiday of your life. ^ 

On a budget /l&W ^ 


\bur kind of holiday. 
On your kind of budget. 


■ ■■ll 


J&K TOURISM 

For further Information 
contact Tourist Officar, 

J t> K Government : 

Naw Delhi 
Chandralok Building 
36 Jsnpath 
Tel 346373 
Bombay 

129 Manatee Wadia Bldg. 

M.G. Road 

Tel 273830 

Ahmedabad 

Airlines House 

Lai Darweza 

Tel 20473 

Calcutta 
12 Chowring hee 
Tel 233268 

Hyderabad 

Room No. 30 
Lei Bahadur Stadium 
Amritaar 
2 Court Road 
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CHOOSE ANY OF 
RAYMOND'S SUPER 
NEW BLUES...AND WE 
PROMISE YOU'LL NEVER 
FEEL THAT WAY. 

Sophisticated new blues sweep 
the fashion scene in 78 —strong 
but never vulgar. Soft navy. 

Gentle slate. Sky blue. Making 
the most of both formal and 
casual wear. 

Companion colours are muted 
g r ey, golden brown and soft 
green. Look for a subtle tone-on- 
tone effect And don't miss the 
decorative stripe —very effective 
<n da;k red on formal suiting, 
terra-cotta on leisure wear, A smart 
ochre is m for casual clothes. 

Our idea of fashion never fades. 
And our colours measure up 
We use only the very best dyes, 
some imported, and test them 
thorough!-/ for fastness We mix 
and match hundreds of shades to 
create just the right colours. So 
you can make a perfect choice. 

Remember the name Raymond's 
The fabric that gives you true 
value This year or next. 

We have produced a booklet. 

Fashion & Fabric: How to Get 
True Value for Your Money . 

Ju»t fill m anti mail the coupon 
with 50 pa -m in stamps to cover 
costs to fne Public Relations & 
Publicity Officer The Raymond 
Wooiien Mills Ltd J K Blclg 
N. Mo-a gee Marq 
Bomba; 450 038 


’ Sand me your booklet. 

I Enclosed is SO p. in stamps. 

I Name:_ 

|! Address:____ 

I 
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A Guide to the 
Well-Dressed J* 
Male 
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How have managements treated our senior, venerable editors ? 
Generally, pretty badly. Editors have been used to serve 
ends which have nothing to do with Journalism — and after 
their utility is over, they have been discarded. KEWAL VARMA 
writes a fascinating history of editor-management 
relationships. 


Power cuts, power cuts and 
more power cuts 1 What are 
the facts behind the present 
crisis that is spreading Its 
dark tentacles around our 
country ? Prof. ASHISH BOSE 
analyses the situation from a 
variety of angles. He corrtes 
to the conclusion that 



there are several contrlbufbry 
factors — a rash of labour 
unions, sub-standard 
machinery, sabotage and a 
baffling desire on the part 
of the Government to go In 
for the cheapest possible 
equipment. 


At Baguio City, near Manila, 
two chess grandmasters 
are engaged in a duel for 
the world crown. The 
tournament has strong 
political overtones — 

Viktor Korchnoi Is the much 
publicised dissident while 
Anatoly Karpov represents 
the Soviet System. SYED 
NISAR MEHDI ABDI 
recreates the tension of the 
battle. 


Eritrea: the pawn that fought back. Duped, terrorised, starved, 
bombed — and shunned by most of the relief agencies — the 
Eritreans, who are waging a civil war against Ethopla, 
refuse to give In. JOHN PILGER reports. 
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democracy 
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A question of survival 

r | - 'HlS has reference to your well- 
■I timed article: "Can democracy 
■urvive?” (July 23). As far as India 
is concerned, if past political ex¬ 
perience is any guide, the chances 
of survival of democracy are very 
remote. Only if President’s rule is 
introduced, at least for a period of 
five years, can our disgruntled 
leaders undergo a political blood 
transfusion and start experimenting 
With democracy afresh. 

Anthony Parakal, Bombay. 

MERVYN JONES comments : “If 
democracy is to be of value to the 
people, it must be real." But what 
is the yardstick to judge this? An 
educated electorate can best carry 
the onus of democracy. In Britain, 
the working class was not entitled 
to vote until 1918. We in India 
should also limit adult franchise to 
the educated expecting them to ex¬ 
ercise some judgment on those who 
seek to serve us. 

C. T. Jagannathan, TtOicorm. 

WHAT is needed in the world today 
is “aris-demo”, which means blend¬ 
ing aristocracy of thought with 
democracy of action. Our State shall 
be Sufficiently democratic if the road 
to every office is open to all; and 
sufficiently aristocratic if the offices 
themselves are closed except to 
those who have travelled the road 
and arrived fully prepared. Will 
Ihirrant said in this connection: 
“From whatever angle we approach 
our eternal political problem we 
monotonously reach the same con¬ 
clusion _ that the community should 
t ^termine the ends to be pursued, 
but that only experts should select 
and apply the means; that the 
Choice should be democratically 
spread, but that office should be 
rightly reserved for the equipped and 


the winnowed best.” 

P. S. Mathur. Calcutta. 

IT IS well to remember that 
democracy has worked fairly well in 
those countries in western Europe 
and North America where there were 
a tradition of liberalism, a strong 
middle class, widespread literacy ana 
where sustained regard for political 
dissent existed. In those countries, 
people were free from poverty and 
all its evil corollaries. Similarly in 
India too, these characteristics need 
development. Political democracy will 
indeed perish, unless it is. employed 
to strengthen economic democracy 
too. 

Rita Jha, Bombay. 

FOR some reason or the other 
Mervyn Jones has not cared to high¬ 
light an Important point related to 
democracy in the Third world 
countries: the subversive activities 
of the two sapor powers. Both the 
USSR and the USA do not hesitate 
in attempting to topple governments 
which fail to toe their line of 
ideology. This sabotage is executed 
either directly or indirectly. The case 
for this country is instructive in this 
respect. 

K. Govind, Kuttippuram. 

MERVYN JONES’S assertion that 
elections are a British invention is 
sadly misleading. In fact, we had a 
democratic state like "VaishaU" much 
before western countries thought of 
elections. 

Asit Kumar, Dhanbad. 

Moving story 

l f'T'HE betrayal and killing of 
A Chandrashekhar Azad” (July 
23) was a praiseworthy piece by 
former intelligence officer Dharmen- 
dra Gaur. It was a moving account 
of hitherto unknown facts. I was 
particularly moved by the popular- 
revolutionary slogan; “Sarfaroshi ki 
tamanna ab hamare dil mein hai” 
Such slogans are more arousing and 
inspiring than the contemporary ones 
we see painted on buses and hoard¬ 
ings. SUNDAY should publish such 
pieces more often. 

Lekhraj Doss, Barasat. 

THE caption under Chandresekhar 
Azad’s photograph is incorrect. Azad 
was not shot dead by the police; he 
shot himself with the last bullet in 
his Mauser. 

Raj Ranjan, Ranchi. 

MR GAUR deserves hearty congratu¬ 
lations for disclosing the identity of 
Lt Yashpal and Virbhadra Tiwary. 
These two men had rightly aroused 
the suspicion of the Hindustan Re- 

K " :an Association after Azad was 
in Alfred Park on 27th 


February 1931. 

B. B. Dubey, Calcutta. 


Who betrayed Azad ? 

I WAS shocked to read “The 
betrayal and killing of 
Chandrashekhar Azad” by Dhai* 
mendra Gaur in SUNDAY (July 
23) which has certain allegations 
against my father Yashpal who is 
now dead. Mr Gaur had begun a 
similar campaign of character as¬ 
sassination a few years ago. Then 
he was effectively silenced by my 
father. It is a matter of grave 
concern that the history of our 
national movement is at the 
mercy of a petty intelligence offi¬ 
cer who, by his own admission, 
was a “stty” of the British Govern¬ 
ment. None of the members of 
the Hindustan Socialist Republican 
Army (HSRA) or, for that matter, 
those who were allegedly arrested 
because of my father, have ever 
expressed slightest doubt about 
my father’s integrity. SUNDAY 
should not have published this 
article by “a paid informer” with¬ 
out first verifying the facts. It is 
on record that in 1974 the U. P. 
Government, at my father’s re¬ 
quest, dug into the old CID files 
and completely exonerated him. 
This letter is with our family. 
Besides. I have irrefutable proof 
of the identity of the person who 
betrayed Chandrashekhar Azad. 
Anand, New Delhi. 


Save academic values 

<<QAGA of a teacher who refused 
O to give up” (July 23) by Nirmai 
Mitra gives instances of the abuse 
of power and position in our 
‘temples of learning.’ The atrocities 
being inflicted on worthy teachers by 
petty and vindictive bureaucrats 
should stop if we really want to re¬ 
form our system of education. One 
really wonders if Janata leaders 
would do something worthwhile to 
improve the lot of teachers. Under 
the previous regime, due to a policy 
of benign neglect the situation had 
deteriorated beyond salvation. It will 
be indeed sad if academic values 
continue to be sacrificed on the 
’political altar’ of extra-academic 
considerations. 

H. N. Dalai, Tvra, Meghalaya. 

MR MITRA’s piece will definitely 
embolden many persons in our 
weary society. I congratulate Mr 
Jogesh Bhattacharya, his lawyers 
and other friends who helped him 
in his valiant struggle. Would it not 
be worthwhile to publish Mr Bhatta- 
charyq’s full address so that readers 





could help him to recover his court 
fees of Rs. 62,327? 

Pijush Sengupta, Calcutta. 

MR BHATTACHARYA states that his 
eldest son earns two lakhs every 
year. How then did financial 
stringency prevent Mr Bhattacharya 
from claiming the full amount of his 
salary from the Government? The 
two statements are surprisingly con¬ 
tradictory! 

Jhumur Datta Roy, Bombay. 

What use is education ? 

K UDOS to S. N. M. Abdi for “No 
sex please, this is Kala Mandir” 
(July 23). I was shocked to read 
about the ignorance of elementary 
English even at the highest official 
level. “Of wbat use, education?’’ one 
is compelled to ask. 

K. R. Saroja, Pune. 

IN MY opinion Kala Mandir was 
perfectly within its right when it 
refused to allow “Sextette” to be 
staged in its hall. The writer of the 
article argues that the Kala Mandir 
authorities should have judged on the 
basis of the script and not the title 
alone. I do not see any reason why 
they should. If the script is staid 
and sober, it only adds insult to 
injury: the public is cheated of the 
title’s promise. As for the argument 
that the title’s intended meaning is 
set of six actors, it is just tiresome 
verbal jugglery. 

Dipendranath Duller, Calcutta. 


It's not her 

Z AFAR JORDAN in “Search for a 
pet tigress’’ (SUNDAY, July 23) 
suggests that the man-eating tigress 
near Gola Gokarannath is actually 
Tara, a motherless cub brought up 
by Arjan Singh. I find this sugges¬ 
tion misleading. Firstly, every tiger 
or tigress has its own exclusive “beat” 
or territory. There are at least 
twenty tigers in the South Kheri 
Forest Division alone. Dudhwa 
Natiopal Park again has a fairly 
high tiger population. Tara could 
not have broken through the "terri¬ 
tory” of so many tigers and reach 
the area near Gola. Secondly, when 
Tara vanished from “Tiger Haven” 
January 16th, 1978, she had no cubs. 
The tigress which killed the first 
human victim in the beginning of 
March however had two cubs. The 
Gola tigress cannot be Tara. 

Suresh Chandra, Kheri. 


THE piece is replete with factual 
errors and terminological inexacti¬ 
tudes. The conclusions arrived at 
and the inferences drawn are also 
misleading. To begin with, Tara 
was not found abandoned in the 
jungle. She Was born at Twycross 
Zoo in England in 1976 and was 
presented to the then PM by pro¬ 
fessor B. Grzimek. The PM present¬ 
ed Tara to Arjan Singh. 

K. Balram Singh, Calcutta. 


A breakthrough 

DYA BHUSAN THAKUR’s idea 
(Interview, July 23) of setting up 
a Janata thena will be a break¬ 
through in the field of justice. Past 
experience has proved that the poor 
man’s pleas for justice at police- 
stations usually fall on deaf ears. 
Instead, they are put to all sorts of 
harassment. 

Santi' Roy Choudhary, Patna. 


MR V. B. Thakur, a ruling Party 
MLA of MP suggests setting up 
“Janata thanas” in a State by 
members of the ruling Party, against 
the wishes of the high command. This 
will be treated with both interest 
and suspicion. Whatever be the 
‘intention’ of Mr Thakur and his 
supporters, it is amusing to see him 
equating his plan with JP’s call in 
’74. Does he think that the same 
situation exists in MP as existed in 
Bihar then? If yes, he should resign 
from the Assembly and demand re¬ 
signation of the ministry. 

Kmhno K. Smha, Patna. 

Films for whom ? 

I N the concluding paragraph of his 
writeup on Shyam Benegal’s 
“Manthan” (July 23) Gautam Kundu 
raises a very pertinent point. It is 
lamentable that films which encour¬ 
age social change are never seen by 
those for whom they are primarily 
meant. Some workable ways need 
to be found out so that films like 
"Manthan” and “Ghatashruddha” 
could be shown to an unlimited 
audience throughout the country. 

Md. Saudul Islam, Goalpara. 

I know, I know 

REFER to R. K. Murthi’s article on 
computers (“Stranger than fic¬ 
tion", July 23). It is strange that 
Mr Murthi should assume that the 
readers of SUNDAY can be misled. 
It is nonsense to say: "But it can¬ 
not be forgotten that the computer 
is a machine and hence occasionally 
trips.” The computer can never be 
illogical, irrational or erratic. As 
any student of computer science 
knows, the computer on its own, can¬ 
not do miracles. It cannot think. It 
is the programmer who feeds the 
data and Instructs the computer to 
do certain calculations. The com¬ 
puter, as any other faithful man¬ 
made machine, follows these to the 
dot. If jt trips up with amusing or 
disconcerting results, it is the pro¬ 
grammer wno is to blame, not the 
computer. 

M. Visveswar, Madurai. 

B. K. MURTHI need not have taken 
so many pains to find fault with 
computers. In our organisation, the 
LIC, a divisional manager bad him¬ 
self admitted this. But what about 
human errors? The Postal Depart¬ 
ment is known to issue notices for 


the renewal of radio licences to 
those who renew them in time. The 
Wireless Inspector in Hyderabad 
recently sent me a letter demanding 
why I should not be prosecuted for 
not renewing my radio licence for 
1977 and 1978, whereas I have 
irrefutable evidence, with the seal of 
the post office, that it was renewed 
in time. 

Abdul Shukoor, Hyderabad. 

PM's erroneous 
statistics 

A FEW months ago PM Desai 
stated that 50 per cent among 
Indians speak Hindi. Soon he in¬ 
creased it to 60 per cent. We are not 
aware where our PM got his statis¬ 
tics from. If he believes that 60 per 
cent of the people speak Hindi, he is 
deliberately ignoring the existence of 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Orissa, West 
Bengal, Tripurai Assam, Kashmir 
and Punjab, let alone the south 
Indian states. Our PM does not even 
appear to consider that these States 
have their own regional languages, 
many of which are more developed 
than Hindi. He has tried to paint 
the picture that only South Indian 
states are opposed to Hindi. Rajas¬ 
than has been wrongly claimed as a 
Hindi-speaking State. This is add¬ 
ing insult to injury because Rajas¬ 
thani has been unjustly denied con¬ 
stitutional recognition mainly to 
serve the vested interests of Hindi 
fanatics. 

Our PM also says that onlv 2 per 
cent of the people know English. It 
Is not known how he arrived at this 
conclusion. If a person who knows 
only a few words of Hindi is claimed 
to be Hindi-sDeaking then a very 
large number of Indians can be con¬ 
sidered English-knowing. 

Wing Commander B. V. R. Rao, 
Bangalore. 


Transfer for 
non-vegeterians ? 

T HE Governor of Tamil Nadu, It is 
reported, has already made it a 
rule that anyone on his staff who 
drinks, eats meat, fish or egg must 
seek transfer. If this is true, it M 
a retrograde step and will undo all 
the good work social workers havn 
been doing to uplift the backward 
classes. Raj Bhavan will become 
another "Temple” where Harijans, 
non-Brahmins, Christians and Mus¬ 
lims who are normally non-vege¬ 
tarians will not find entry. This will 
perpetuate the hold of caste Hindus 
over government jobs. Does the 
Governor’s order aRply only to offi¬ 
cers and ministerial staff? I am sure 
be would not have made it applic¬ 
able to scavangers as it will be diffi¬ 
cult to replace them by vegetarians 
and non-drinkers. 

K. Vasu, Telltcherry. 
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Hew Editors 
aremanagsd 


QyKEWAL VARMA 



Editors can be broadly divided into two 
categories; those with substantial circulations 
spread over large areas of the country; and those 
with regional circulations. The latter, naturally, 
have smaller circulations, though there are ex¬ 
ceptions (the best example being the Ananda 
Bazar Patrika). However, both kinds of editors 
have trouble with two sets of people; the Go 
vemment and the managements. The views of 
Government and owners are not necessarily the 
same, but on one point most owners of publica¬ 
tions seem to agree: that their editors should 
not take criticism of Government too far. And 
they agree on this because most owners are vul¬ 
nerable: having business interests apart from 
newspapers, they are aware that if Government 
wants to, it can create significant barriers bet¬ 
ween them and their profits from other factories. 

No one would deny the owner of a news¬ 
paper group the right to choose his editors, but 
at what point does this begin to hurt the fun¬ 
damental duty of the Press, and how does one 
prevent an owner from crossing this point? No 
one, equally, can deny the right of a manage¬ 
ment to remove an editor—but is there any re¬ 
course for an editor if he is removed on unethir 
cal grounds? The editor’s job may look glamo¬ 
rous, and indeed it has its rewards, but it is also 
one of the least protected jobs in the publishing 
industry. (Would it be more honest if all own¬ 
ers simply ^became the editors of their publica¬ 
tions too ? These tensions often find their worst 
expression when an editor has tb leave. The best 
and most enlightened of managements have 
often behaved atrociously with departing edi¬ 
tors. We think that this subject should be dis¬ 
cussed frankly, without prejudice to anyone, 
with honesty. And for this reason we have de¬ 
cided to name names. We would welcome it if 
th ] managements named here wouldreply: we 
will publish their replies equally prominently. 
We wouldbe happy if SUNDAY became a ve¬ 
hicle for a public debate on this important, cru¬ 
cial, issue. 



E DITORS are treated as condoms. After using them, 
proprietors discard them. This is the sad truth about 
Indian journalism. Yet, editors are the strangest species 
in this animal world. They lack fellow feeling—despite 
the common experience of humilation they suffer at the 
hands of proprietors. One editor often becomes a tool in 
the hands of the management to humiliate his prede¬ 
cessor. Last week, SUNDAY narrated how shabbily Khus- 
want Singh was treated by his management. But what 
happened to Chalapathi Rau of the National Herald, into 
whose shoes Khushwant Singh stepped? Few people could 
have been more loyal than Chalapathi Rau has been to 



the Nehru family for the past 40 years. Many a time, 
against his conscience, he stood like a rock not only by 
Jawaharlal Nehru but by his daughter also. The only 
principled line he drew was on Mr Sanjay Gandhi: he 
did not go out of his way to build up the rising star of 
the Emergency. 

On his superannuation. Chalapathi Rau was rewarded 
for his services and made chairman of the board of 
editors. But the management did not show him the 
elementary courtesy of teiorming him about the appoint¬ 
ment of Sardar Khushwant Singh as his successor. Thus 
was despite the fact that earlier be had acted as a cat’s 
paw of the company’s managing director, Yasbpal Ka¬ 
poor, a notorious member of the Emergency caucus, to 
sack a conscientious and an unassuming editor of NoHo- 
Jiat Herald, C. N. Chittaranjan. If Rau’s past record is. 
any guide, there is every reason to beUeve that Chala¬ 
pathi Rau would have gone to any length to ful® the 
management’s wishes to make Sardarji a success in 















National Herald. But this was not to be so. He had to 
*o. This might be excused, but how can one excuse the 
manner in which this was done? In the "glorious" tra¬ 
ditions of newspaper management, he was sent out in a 
most rude fashion. One day last month, Cbalapathi Rau s 
stenographer was on leave. As usual, he wrote h»s edito¬ 
rial. But the management gave,instructions to all typists 
in the office to refuse to type out his editorial. Chala- 
pathl Ran, like any other journalist, likes to see his 
writing in print, so he ignored the hint of the manage¬ 
ment. He sent down his handwritten manuscript to the 
press. But the management’s arm reaches a long way. 
Instructions had been sent to the press—the linotype 
operator refused to compose the handwritten piece. The 
same day, when Rau was leaving office, the management 
did not allow him the use of the office car. The heart¬ 
broken Chalapathi was seen off for the last time from the 
office over which he had presided for 40 years by only 
his peon. 


This was too much to bear even for Chalapathi Rau. 
He wrote a letter terminating his association with Natio¬ 
nal Herald to the company’s chairman, Charanjit Singh, 
the former Coca Cola king of Delhi, with a copy to 
Indira Gandhi. Asking that National Herald stop forth¬ 
with carrying his Printline, Chalapathi Rau wrote: “I 
am not writing it in bitterness. This is a short epitaph, 
whidh can later be extended, of 40 years of dedicated 
and frustrated journalism...I promise to forget National 
Herald...I hope there will be no second cremation of 
Jawaharlal Nenru under new auspices and the value and 
traditions which he loved will be upheld and his name 
will continue to appear as founder of the newspaper.” 
Commenting on Khuswant Singh’s appointment, Cnala- 
pathi Rau, though he was the chairman of the board of 
editors, said: "I learnt it as a rumour.” 


As in Cbalapathi Rau’s ase, editorship has proved to 
be a graveyard of the self-respect of many a stalwart. 
Editorship is, indeed,"professionally the most hazardous 
and tenuous assignment. Once G. N. Sahi. the former 
all-powerful general manager of the Birla-owned Hwulu* 
stan Times group of publications (he in fact designated 
himself as managing editor of the Hindi daily, Hindu¬ 
stan) boasted that editors should be changed every three 
or four years. “My paper (Hindustan Times) sells not 
because of the editor but because of matrimonial adver¬ 
tisements,’’ he added confidently. In fact K. K. Birla, 
who succeeded his father G. D. Birla as the chairman of 
the company, put this idea of the length of an editors 
tenure in writing. In a letter to B. G. Vergfaese, to pre¬ 
pare the ground for his ouster, K. K. Birla wrote that as 
a matter of principle, no editor should stay for more than 
four or five years. Interestingly enough, this profound 
advice came from a person, who only a little while ago 
had defended publicly the hereditary type of management. 
"If a Prime Minister’s daughter could be a Prime Mini¬ 
ster,” he had said, ‘Why can't a company chairman’s son 
be a chairman?’ He echoed similar view* in a recent arti¬ 
cle in his Hindustan Times- K. K. Birla is so wedded to 
this idea that he willingly became one of the brains be¬ 
hind Sanjay Gandhi during the Emergency. 

The Birlas have made and unmade their editors too 
often, Of course, till Gandhiji’s son and Raiaji’s son-in- 
law. Devdas Gandhi was alive, the Birlas could not have 
their way. He remained the managing editor of the 
Hindustan Times till his death in the mid-Fiftles. He 
was succeeded by Durga Das, whose Intaf column was 
a great hit in those days. Das earned the wrath of 
Mehra by constantly sniping at Dr Radbakrishnan, who 
was then the Vice President, at the instigation of Rajen- 
dra Prasad and Gobind Ballabh Pant. The birlas then 
thought il wise to ease out Durga Das and bring in S. 
Mulgaokar. 

But by the time Mulgaokar joined, Nehru’s stars 
had started dwindling in the wake of the Chinese intran- 
tigeace. The new editor launched a virulent anti-Nehru, 
antbKrlshna Meson and anti-China campaign (Mulgaokar 
faa$ today become a convert to peace and fnete-ship with 
’ Wen the anti-China fever subsided In the 
Ndlru re-established his political supre¬ 


macy, the utility of Mulgaokar was over. Thus started 
the jprocess of easing out Mulgaokar. He was made 
chief editor, and Krlshan Bhatia; who was known to be 
Close to Gulzarilal Nanda. then the Home Minister, was 
brought as editor in 1965. Gradually Bhatia was made the 
effective editor and for Mulgaokar a new weekly Week¬ 
end Review was floated. But the management, particu¬ 
larly the circulation department, saw to it the new 
weekly flopped. A frustrated Mulgaokar cut short his 
professional pursuit and took to poultry farming in 1969. 



But a little later, G. L. Nanda lost his Home port¬ 
folio; Krishan Bhatia’s fortunes declined correspon¬ 
dingly.' He was sent to Washington and Ajit Bhatta- 
charjCa was brought in. By that time, the Birlas were 
in hot water, politically. The Young Turks, led by 
Chondfashekbar, had started a strident anti-Birla cam¬ 
paign. This led to the setting up of the Sarkar Com¬ 
mission to investigate into acts of omission and com¬ 
mission by monopoly houses, with particular reference to 
the Birlas. As a defensive mechanism, the Birlas need¬ 
ed a person who had greater pull than Ajit Bbatta- 
charjea with the powers-that-be. In those days the 
Birlas’ choice naturally Fell on George Verghese, who 
was then principal information adviser to the Prime 
Minister. He was brought over the head of Ajit Bhatta- 
charjea and made the chief editor. Bhattacharjea felt 
humiliated and left Hindustan Times. 

Unfortunately for the Birlas, George Verghese’s 
utility ,was over much sooner than they had expected. 
Soon after he joined Hindustan Tories, came the 1969 
split and Indira Gandhi changed the gear of her policies. 
Verghese was not in tune with those policies, in 1974, 
the “foundation stones” story was written, exposing the 
indiscriminate manner in wluch Indira Gandhi had been 
laying foundation stones of non-existent projects on the 
eve of the UP and Orissa Assembly elections. This, natu¬ 
rally, earned the wrath of the PM. The last straw on the 
camel’s back was Verghise’s editorial attacking the ner 
ger of Sikkim with India. This provided a convenient 
handle to the Birlas to serve a auit notice on Verghese 
But the Hindustan Timet journalist union took the case 
to the Press Council, and later to the High Court. The 
Delhi High Court gave a judgement which in effect 
meant that while the editor was free to write, the mana¬ 
gement was free to hire and fire the editor. The mana¬ 
gement did not hesitate: On the day the judgement was 
delivered, the Hindustan Times general manager gave 
the dismissal letter to Verghese on the staircase when 
he was going home in the evening. In his place was 
brought Hiranmay Karlekar, on the recommendation of 
Siddartba Shankar Ray, who is now chief attorney of the 
House of the Birlas. It should be remembered that at . 
that time Ray had not yet fallen from the grace of 
Sanjay Gandhi and, hence, his mother. 

/YrHER newspaper houses have similar stories. Mr R. 
v/ N. Goenka is the owner of the largest chain of news- 
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papers; let’s see what happens in the Express House. He 
brought Frank Moraes as the chief editor of the Indian 
Express after Moraes was eased out from the Times of 
India when he earned the wrath of Morarji Desai, who 
was then the Chief Minister of Bombay Presidency. 
Goenka would patronisingly call Moraes “My Dilip 
Kumar” (Dharmendra and Amitabh Bachchan were not 
superstars then). But when Moraes retired as editor and 
was sent to London as correspondent, the company would 
not even pay the cost of carrying his books. Earlier, 
Moraes used to have what was virtually a blank cheque. 
Moraes was replaced by Mulgaokar, who, on his super¬ 
annuation, was then working in South East Asia. (Goenka 
seems to have a fascination for superannuated persons 
as editors; he can perhaps establish an equation with 
people his age more easily.) Came the Emergency. Hid 
senior Goenka was laid up with a serious heart attack. 
Hie Government forced K. K. Birla as the chairman of 
the Express company to discipline Goenka. K. K. Birla, 
end V. C. Shukla pressurised Goenka’s son, a. D. Goenkaf 
to throw out Mulgaokar, who had been refusing to lend 
positive support to the Emergency, being, at best, neu¬ 
tral. V. K. Narasimhan. who was then editor of the 
sister publication Financial Express, was made concur¬ 
rently the editor of Indian Express in the hope that he 
would be more pliable. But Narasimhan’s idli-closa out¬ 
ward appearance proved to be deceptive. He fought 
against the Emergency most valiantly and raised the 
prestige of Indian Express sky high. As a result, during 
the elections last year, Indian Express registered a tre¬ 
mendous increase in circulation. But within a week of 
the Janata Government taking over, one fine morning 
when Narasimhan came to office, there was a stir in the 
editorial room. A supplement was being printed, and 
without Narasimhan’s knowledge his Printline as editor 
was changed: the new editor was Mulgaokar. That is 
the way Narasimhan was rewarded by Goenka. A more 
astonishing story is that of Nandan Kagal, a youthful- 
resident editor, who died in harness. The office in its 
generosity, met his funeral expenses. But when the over¬ 
all settlement was being made with his widow, the 
management wanted to cut its expenditure on the funeral 
from Hagai's gratuity. With great difficulty it was per¬ 
suaded to relent. 

And in Bombay recently we had an instance of 
shoddy treatment of an editor, in another group. When 
C. S. Pandit was appointed editor of the Free Press Jour¬ 
nal, one of the reasons was because he was thought to be 
close to I. K. Gujral, then the Information and Broadcas¬ 
ting Minister. The owners probably thought that as a re¬ 
sult of this gesture the Government would withdraw its 
nominees from the Free Press Journal board of directors, 
and DAVP would give additional advertisements. But 
nothing of the sort materialised. The management felt 
cheated. Nor did anything spectacular happen to the 
circulation of the paper and Pandit began receiving pie- 
pricks. His office car was withdrawn. He was then 
asked to stand in queue along with the juniormost em¬ 
ployees to collect his monthly salary. One day, while he 
was returning home, he was searched by the gatekeeper 
on the instructions of the top management, in the same 
manner a3 the press workers are searched to ensure 
that they do not resort to pilferage of lead and news¬ 
print. However, after demanding the resignation of Mrs 
Gandhi in a frontpage editorial following the Allahabad 
High Court Judgment. Pandit started supporting the 
Emergency in his columns. He thus became one of the 
navarattans of the Indira regime. (According to revela¬ 
tions made in the Shah Commission, Pandit was one of 
the nine top journalists who were being considered for 
appointment to sensitive posts during the Emergency). 
This provided a protective shield to Pandit But soon after 
the Janata victory, the management was after Pandit’s 
blood. One evening when he was leaving for home, the 
administrative officer came and handed over to him the 
letter of dismissal. 

HpHE plight of editors of non-English papers has been 
1 still worse. Vivekananda Mukherjee, who was an 
institution in Bengali journalism, was sacked from 
Juaantar after a letter supporting the Chinese case was 
published in the paper. In Hindi, such stalwart editor* 





■s P. R. Khadilkar, Lakshman Narayan Garde, Bhagwati 
Charan Varma and Khan Chand Gautam were dismissed 
most unceremoniously. P. R. Khadilkar was dismissed 
from Aaj and his proprietor Satyendra Kumar Gupta 
became the editor. Gupta Justif«rd it by asserting that, 
“Khadilkar is B-Sc.; I am also B.Sc If he can be the 
editor, I can also be the editor.” Lakshman Narayan 
Garde was one of the Trlmvrti of Hindi journalism, the 
other two being Amhika Prasad Vajpayee and Baburao 
Paradkar. One morning. Garde was doing his Geeta 
path. A peon from his Navjeevan office came with one 
month’s salary and a letter from the general manager 
that his resignation had been accepted. But Garde had 
not resigned. However, he followed the Geeta's tenets 
and accepted the fait accompli without protest. More 
recently, Akshay Kumar Jain, editor of a premier 
Hindi daily, Navbharat Times, met a similar fate. He 
was a blue-eyed boy of the Sahu Jains as long as Mrs 
Gandhi ruled the country. He got two extensions after 
normal retirement age. But after Mrs Gandhi lost 
power, things became difficult for Akshay Kumar Jain 
in the Bennett, Coleman & Company. He was refused 
further extension and in his place H. S. Vatsayan, 
older in age to Akshay Kumar Jain, was brought in. 
Tlie reason: Vatsayan is close to Lok Nayak Jayapra 
kash Narayan. 




L EST the impression may go round that hiring and fir¬ 
ing editors in a most shabby manner is the pre¬ 
rogative of only “unsophisticated institutions and the 
non-English Press,” we will now talk about one of the 
most prestigious newspapers. The Statesman. When the 
last Englishman left, and the management passed into 
Indian hands, Pran Chopra, every inch a burro sahib, 
was appointed its editor. He maintained the traditions 
of honesty. During a strike in Jamshedpur, an industrial 
zammdari of the Tatas, The Statesman, took an anti-Tata 
position, even though the House of the Tatas was the 
single largest shareholder in The Statesman. Chopra 
even refused to give credence to the Tata version. 11113 
was the beginning of misunderstanding between the 
editor and the management. A most authentic version 
of what happened subsequently is provided by an emi¬ 
nent jurist, M. C. Setalvad, in his autobiography, My 
Lite. We reproduce below the full extract from the book 
relating to The Statesman controversy: 


“My chairmanship of the board of trustees of The 
Statesman Ltd. received a somewhat rude, though not 
unexpected, shock in the latter part of 1968. The story 
Is interesting, as showing bow difficult it is for indus¬ 
trialist proprietors of a newspaper to give editorial free¬ 
dom to its editor, and how the experiment so honestly 
and laudably launched by the industrialists who had 
reorganised The Statesman in 1963 failed. Probably, 
this novel experiment owed its origin to the Tatas, and 
particularly, to J. R. D. Tata, the chief of the far-flung 
Tata complex, who enjoys a deserved reputation as the 
most liberal and enlightened of Indian industrialists. It 
was, therefore, truly a matter of regret that it should 


have been brought to an end principally at the hands of 
the House of the Tatas. 

“It was customary tor the trustees to meet once or 
twice a year at Calcutta, and the trustees’ meetings were, 
as a rule, preceded by a lunch by the chairman of the 
board of directors, at which the trustees met the direc¬ 
tors. After the reorganisation, Charlton, who had been 
the deputy editor of the paper, was offered the appoint¬ 
ment of editor for three years from the 1st of April, 
1964, on the expiry of the term of the then editor. Soon 
after Charlton’s appointment, one could hear at the 
usual lunch given by the directors comments in regard 
to the editorial policy of the paper. Sir Jehangir Ghandy, 
who was then the chairman of the board of directors, 
representing the Tatas, and other directors frequently 
talked of the unfavourable impression which the edito¬ 
rial policy of the paper was having upon certain Mini¬ 
sters, This fact was evidently troubling them and Sir 
Jehangir Ghandy desired that the trustees should con¬ 
sider the policy pursued by the editor. Thereupon, the 
trustees Invited Charlton to their meeting and decided 
that they should have information from the editor as 
regards the freedom allowed to editors in democratic 
countries. Mr Charlton having submitted to us a detailed 
note on the subject, the trustees looked, at the next 
meeting at the various editorial comments made by 
Charlton and were of the view that the policy pursued 
by him was in accordance with the requirements of the 
articles of association. 

“S. M. Bose, one of the trustees, having resigned 
the trusteeship for reasons of health, the trustees had, 
under the articles, to All the vacancy. Sir Jehangir 
Ghandy, representing the Tatas, suggested to me that I 
should invite Palkhivala, who was connected with the 
Tata organisation, to be a trustee. This obviously was 
inappropriate, because the trustees were supposed to be 
independent of. the industrialist proprietary of the news¬ 
paper. I suggested the appointment of S. B. Das, the 
retired Chief Justice of the Supreme Court with his con¬ 
sent, as a trustee in the vacancy which had arisen, and 
the suggestion was accepted by all the trustees. 

"Charlton having retired, the directors decided in 
January, 1967, to appoint Pran Chopra, who was already 
on the editorial staff, to be the editor. This resolution of 
the directors was approved by the trustees. 

“The general elections of 1967 brought into power 
in West Bengal the United Left Front, and, apparently, 
the editor's handling of the Ul.F news items and its 
policy was not liked by some of the directors. I remem¬ 
ber J. R. D. Tata and Palkhivala seeing me in this con¬ 
nection at my residence and complaining of the manner 
in which the editor, Chopra, was editing the paper and 
publishing news reports, which, they said, clearly show¬ 
ed a Communist bias. They suggested that the trustees 
should meet and change the editor. I pointed out to 
them that the directors should have thought of this before 
appointing Chopra in 1967 and entering into a term- 
agreement with him. However, 1 promised to convene a 
trustees’ meeting to consider the matter. 

“Before the meeting, which took place in October, 
1967, we met, as usual, the board of directors at lunch, 
the chairman of the board at the time being Sir Biren 
Mukherji. The policy of the paper was again discussed, 
but the directors did not all seem to be of one mind. At 
the trustees’ meeting, which took place the following 
day, we considered tne comments of some of the direct 
tors against the editorial policy and the news items pub¬ 
lished in the paper. We sent for Chopra, and, after 
examining the relevant editorial comments and. news 
items in discussion with him, we reached the conclusion 
that the policy pursued by The Statesman was ‘in no 
manner a deviation from the policy prescribed by Article 
82 of the company’s Articles of Association'. 

“The attempt to get the trustees to control or remove 
Chopra having failed, the next chairman of the board 
of directors, Palkhivala, an eminent lawyer concerned 
with some of the Tata concerns, seems to have thought 
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of putting an end to the whole trouble by the legal de¬ 
vice of amending the Articles and getting rid of the trus¬ 
tees altogether. That course was certainly permissible for 
the directors to adopt, as representnlg the shareholders, 
if they thought it right to do so in the interests of the 
concern. Hut the way in which this was done struck 
me as most improper. Instead of approaching the trus¬ 
tees and informing them of'the desire of the board of 
directors to amend the articles by omitting the scheme 
which had brought in the trustees, the directors passed 
a resolution without communicating with the trustees to 
amend the articles so as to delete all references to the 
trustees in the articles. The first intimation of this fact 
which I received was a letter from Palkhivala in July. 
1968, informing me that the directors had resolved at 
their last meeting to call an extraordinary general mee¬ 
ting of the company at the end of August, 1968, for 
deleting the provisions in the articles relating to the 



trustees. 1 wrote in reply, complaining of the manner in 
which the trustees had been treated by the directors. 
1 said: ‘If the directors were of the view that the scheme 
of management under which the policy of the news¬ 
paper was entrusted to the trustees had not worked 
satisfactorily, they could certainly have intimated this 
view to the trustees at a meeting or otherwise, and the 
trustees would have had no option but to bow themselves 
out of the trust. Instead of doing this, however, a pro¬ 
cedure has been adopted, which appears to us to be 
highly improper and discourteous. It gives the impres¬ 
sion of a dismissal of the trustees by the backdoor.’ 

“The view I expressed in my letter had the appro¬ 
val of some of the trustees whom I consulted, one of 
them being S. R. Das. He had said in a letter to me: 
‘I fully agree with your views. I have sent a telegram 
to you this morning, reading Your draft approved ....I 
agreed to be a trustee at your request, little did 1 anti¬ 
cipate that we would be so shabbily treated.’ 

“The episode excited a great deal of comment in 
the Indian as well as the foreign Press. The London 
Times having given a fairly accurate account of what 
had happened, stated: ‘The directors, among whom are 
represented India’s wealthy Tata and Mafatlal families, 
objected to any support for the Mukherjee regime, no 
matter how legalistic, but the trustees upheld Mr Chopra. 
The directors under newly-appointed chairman, Palkhi¬ 
vala, decided to do away with the board of trustees 
altogether, and designated a managing director. A direc¬ 
tors’ statement in Calcutta said: “The editor has always 
enjoyed the customary and reasonable degree of editorial 
independence which is necessary to enable him to dis¬ 
charge his functions as editor and fulfil his obligations 
towards the policy of the newspaper. There will be no 
change in this position and the enlarged board of direc¬ 
tors, including the two former eminent trustees, will 
continue to discharge its responsibilities for safeguarding 
policy without impinging upon the necessary editorial 
independence within the overall policy,’’ 
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Confirming that he had refused to join the amalga¬ 
mated board, Mr Setalvad said: “I told them it was 
absurd to kick us out at one end, and to invite us to 
come back at the other end.” 

“I should have mentioned earlier that, at a later 
stage Palkhivala wrote to me and also personally invited 
me to join the board of directors as Its chairman, which 
I felt, in the circumstances, right to decline. Great was 
my surprise when I found that S. R. Das who had told 
me that the trustees had been ’shabbily treated’ had 
agreed to be the chairman of the board of directors!” 


After Chopra was sacked, C. R. Irani brought in 
N. J. Nanporia, who was earlier eased out of Times of 
India following his letter to Jawaharlal Nehru com¬ 
plaining against interference by the company’s chairman, 
Shanti Prasad Jain, in editorial affairs. But soon rela¬ 
tions between Nanporia and Irani became estranged. 
Nanporia formally complained to the board against 
Irani. The board sided with Nanporia and Irani decided 
to quit The Statesman. He even got a job as general 
manager of Macmillan. But right at that point 
Siddhartha Shankar Ray intervened on his behalf. and 
persuaded the board that Irani was the only bulwark 
against Communists in West Bengal, and in his absence 
he was not sure whether The Statesman editor would 
continue to support the Congress Government in West 
Bengal or not. The board reversed its earlier decision 
and persuaded Irani to stay on, and gave him the addi¬ 
tional charge of editorial administration. Thus was 
delivered the final blow on the freedom and status of 
The Statesman editor. Irani, with his new powers, made 
Nanporia’s life miserable. But still Nanporia would not 
leave. Nanporia’s contract was to expire on September 30, 
1976. Till the last minute, Nanporia was being assured 
that the renewal of his contract was just a formality. 
But on the evening of September 29, Nanporia got a 
letter saying that the management had decided not to 
renew the contract. Irani also started humiliating people 
who were supposed to be close to Nanporia. One of 
them was Kuldip Nayar. From resident editor of the 
Delhi edition, Kuldip Nayar was made political editor 
on the ‘understanding’ that he would be free to move 
about the country to report developments. But when 
Kuldip Nayar wanted to go to Ahmedabad to study the 
Gujarat agitation, the management refused the permis¬ 
sion on the grounds of financial stringency. One 
morning when Kuldip Nayar came to his office he found 
his direct telephone had been removed and transferred 
to the production manager. Kuldip Nayar left The 
Statesman in disgust and joined Indian Express. 

The one legitimate grievance owners might have is 
against editors who hang on to their jobs at the cost of 
the publication, particularly the circulation. But this is 
rarely the reason why an editor is removed. The 
general reason why an editor and the management, 
particularly in large groups, part ways is political differ¬ 
ences, or criticism of authority. (Which editor has been 
removed for supporting the Government?!} The specific 
instances which actually provoked dismissal may 
sometimes seem insignificant, as indeed they are. But 
behind the last straw is generally a history of squabbling 
and tension and petty vindictiveness which becomes the 
material for gossip in the corridors of newspaper office 
buildings and towers. 

O NE of the major reasons why editors in India have 
to suffer humiliation at the hands of proprietors is 
that interlocking of industry and business with the Press 
is much greater in this country than in most other coun¬ 
tries. There are not many newspaper magnates who do 
not have other business interests. (Interestingly, when 
it comes to declaring his profession, Mr R. N. Goenka 
describes himself as journalist-industrialist.) The debili¬ 
tating influence of this interlocking was underlined by 
Chalapatbi Bau in his book, The Press in India in these 
words: 

“Here one difference between the proprietor or pub¬ 
lisher in Britain and the United States, and the pro- 


prietor in India must be noted. The American publisher 
is usually trained or experienced in journalism and is 
aS amenable to the influence of the editorial staff as 
they are to his. He stands by his publications and to 
the extent is answerable to the public. The Northcliffes 
and Beaverbrooks too are not only owners but publish¬ 
ers and journalists by temperament and experience. 
Not industrialists who have intruded into the newspaper 
industry. The developments in the Indian Press have 
been contrary; when the proprietor’s representative or 
manager in command has not had training or experience 
as a publisher, he is not competent to exercise editorial 
control without detriment to the paper. His constant 
interference reduces it to sausages or flsh and chips. 
He might destroy overnight the personality of the news¬ 
paper which is a deposit of years.” 

The position of the Indian Press and its editors was, 
perhaps, most authentically described in the Press Com¬ 
mission Report of 1954. The Press Commission noted : 

“There has been a general decline in the status 
and independence of the editor, and this decline is 
noticeable particularly in the case of daily newspapers. 
In the past, it was quite usual for the majority of the 
readers to be both aware and conscious of the role play¬ 
ed by the editor in the formulation of the views set out 
in a paper, and it was quite usual to refer to the paper 
not merely by its name but by the name of the editor. 
Such was the impression of the personality of the 
editor on the contents of the newspaper that it could be 
sensed not merely in the leading articles and opinion 
columns but even in the news columns. The position has 



changed today and we feel that the bulk of the news¬ 
paper readers today may be even unaware of who is the 
editor of their newspaper and indifferent to the name 
that appears in small print on the last page. 

"This decline is not entirely associated with the 
form of ownership. The gradual extinction of the 
individuality of the editor can be correlated, however, 
to the growth in the size of the newspaper and the 
volume and variety of its contents. The modern news¬ 
paper is such a complex production that it is hot possible 
for any one individual to be personally responsible for 
every item that goes into it and to which* he has given 
a spedal shape or form which would be distinctly bis 
own. 

"It has been mentioned to us that this decline of 
the status of the editor has nowhere been greater than 
in the case of certain chain papers. We have found that, 
in almost every instance we have come across, the 
editors of individual papers or a group or chain, have 
been allowed considerable latitude iq respect of their 
individual policies, and only when the personal or group 
Interests of the management are directly affected, they 

§re all instructed to conform to a particular opinion, 
uch cases would come under the category* of > inter¬ 
ference by the proprietor, and there is not much to 


differentiate the editor in a group from the editor of a 
single unit. The picturesque remark was also made 
that the editor's position in such cases was comparable 
to that of an inmate of a harem. If the intention of the 
witness was to suggest that the different editors vie with 
one another in order to seek favours of the proprietor, 
we would only say that such an attitude is to be con¬ 
demned and would be the negation of the independence 
of the editor which we are trying so hard to establish. 

“We do not deny to the owner or proprietor his 
basic right to have his point of view expressed through 
the paper. This right has been admitted by almost all 
the journalists to whom we have addressed the question 
and, needless to say, has been emphasised by the pro¬ 
prietors also. What we are anxious to avoid is, however, 
the transformation of the editor into the ’literary agent 
of the proprietor'. 

“Instances in which changes of policy had been 
suggested by the proprietors in order that they may 
benefit by a turn of events have been mentioned to us 
in several cases. In one such instance, one of the 
partners in the newspaper concern had the Impression 
that the chances of one particular political Party at the 
elections were very bright, and the policy of the paper, 
which before bad been supporting another Party, was 
switched over and a prominent leader of the Party in 
favour was brought on to the editorial staff. After the 
elections, when that Party did not fare well, as the 
proprietor was reported to have hoped for, fhe policy 
was changed again and the political leader was dropped 
from the staff. In another case it was mentioned that 
in a paper in Bombay which had written critically about 
the defeat at the elections of a former Minister, the 
editor was asked by the proprietor to change his polic* 
to one of support to Government, in the hope of getting 
advertisements from them. In another paper, also at 
Bombay, we were told that on one occasion, alternative 
editorials, one by the proprietor, and oqe by the editor, 
were kept ready up to a late hour at night until the 
proprietor could decide whether he was going to attack 
or support a particular Party in local politics. 

One editor told us that after he had published an 
editorial criticising the State Government he was told 
that the policy was to support that Government, and 
that a few days later he received a letter from the pro¬ 
prietor saying, “It seems we differ with each other. So 
I put this question to you: “What should we do?” He 
said he “caught the meaning of the letter" and wrote 
back, “I understand your meaning. We differ. So I am 
not going to your office," and left the services of the 
paper. 

“It would be rather naive to expect a newspaper or 
periodical run by a leading light of a chamber of com¬ 
merce to advocate Communism, or support a proposal 
for expropriation of capital. It Is, however, legitimate 
to demand that in reporting news of happenings it 
should not over-emphasise one side of a picture or blade 
out another or otherwise distort a despatch so as to mis¬ 
lead the reader. 

“We find that proprietors have managed to occupy 
very much more space than they deserve. We have 
before us a collection of cuttings of a Calcutta paper 
which offends regularly and inexcusably in this manner. 
Publicity is given to the most trivial activities of the 
proprietor and his family and is reinforced by photo¬ 
graphs of such doings. In attempting excessive publi¬ 
city of this nature, the paper has displayed a deplorable 
lapse from the canons of good taste and propriety.” 

After this, nothing more needs to be added. 
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Neglected by most international relief agencies, let 
down by both 'East' and 'West', shunning all isms, 
Eritreans are continuing their battle for survival. JOHN 
PILGER, who toured the embattled northern region of 
Ethiopia, where a brutal civil war is going on, in June, 
reports. Photographs by ERIC PIPER. 


I N Juno, a group or disconsolate 
journalists returned to Khartoum 
from Eritrea, where three and a half 
million people have been attempting 
to prevent their extinction for almost 
17 years. The photographers were 
especially morose; they had seen no 
set-piece battles, snapped no advanc¬ 
ing tanks and dodged no battles. 
‘All that hassle for nothing’, said one 
of them, a veteran of Vietnam. 
‘There’s no story down there.’ 

In June, in F.ritrea, Gebreab 
Imariun amputated a limb, on aver¬ 
age, every other night by candlelight. 
This was not unusual. He has been 
doing this for more than two years 
now, relying on his memory of 
surgical operations at the American 
Hospital in Asmara where he once 
Worked as a scrub nurse. What was 
unusual was that his precious hoard 
of anaesthetics ran out completely 
and he was forced to operate using 
only a saw, surgical spirit and a 
mouth gag. In his ‘hospital’, as in 
others in Eritrea, stocks of blood, 
nut isc plies, antibiotics and anti- 
malarials also expired and were not 
replenished and a policy of triage 
was introduced, though not for the 
first time. Under triage, which is a 
French term coined in the carnage 
of the Somme, the. most .seriously ill 
are allowed to die because the drugs 
that might save them are kept for 
those, with at least an even chance 
of survival 

In June, in Eritrea, a village called 
Hcrgcgo was duster-bombed shortly 
after dawn by Ethiopian MIG-21 jets 
suppled by the Soviet Union. The 
cluster bombs, supplied by Israel, 
spray minute needles that are design¬ 
ed to ‘swim’ through flesh and organs 
and are dillieult to detect, even 
under X-ray and cause a slow death. 
June 19711 was certainly not the 
worst month the Eritreans have 
known in their long struggle to 
survive; no doubt a ‘good story’ of 


war, of the kind that produces iden¬ 
tikit copy and pictures, is more 
readily available elsewhere. For me, 
Eritrea’s story is unique. 

The war between Eritrea and 
Ethiopia is a tricky one to report in 
the time-honoured way. Towns do 
not fall as Saigon fell, with an 
accompanying air of international 



The map shows Eritrea’s strategic 
importance. Massawa is a deepwater 
port on the Red Sea, within sight of 
where the world’s most vital shipping 
lanes converge. The Eritreans re 
reive most of their supplies across 
the desert from Sudan. There is no 
read after Suakin, until the Eritrean 
harder. This is the route JOHN 
1‘ILCEIX took when he made a jour 
neu with a guerrilla convey Only 
Asmara, the capital, is not in the 
hand of the guenillas. 

theatre and with telex muchincs 
and communications satellites on 
stand-by. There have been plenty of 
Ke Sanhs and massacres bloodier 


than My Lai; but, alas, there has not 
been a single helicopter to shuttle 
us in and out, in time to catch an 
edition; up until a few years ago, it 
was a camel or nothing. 

Also, who are the good guys and 
bad guys? Of the 33 wars fought 
since 1945, Eritrea’s is the only war 
to which none of the beloved 
shorthand lebels will slick. ‘Pro- 
West', ‘pro-Soviet’, ‘Marxist’ etcctra 
ad nauseam —all are seen, at last, to 
be meaningless because Eritrea's 
enemies have come at her from over 
every ideological horizon: from 
‘imperialist’ Ethiopia and ‘revolu¬ 
tionary’ Ethiopia, from America and 
Russia and their respective clients, 
Israel and Cuba. 

The truth, I believe, is that the 
struggle of this beleaguered nation 
is not only heroic in the classic sense 
but a negation of the hoary, though 
still fashionable Kissinger/Bre/hnev 
view that all the world is a chess 
game in which the small, resource- 
impoverished nations are mere pawns 
and can be moved at will, or declar¬ 
ed to be expendable. Having been 
systematically duped, terrorised, starv¬ 
ed and bumbed, as well as shunned 
by most of the international relief 
industry (with honourable exceptions, 
such as Britain’s War on Want), the 
Eritreans have fought back and have 
regained 95 per cent of their home¬ 
land, including GOO miles of perhaps 
the most strategic coastline oh earth: 
that slim neck of the Red Sea 
through which pass much of Western 
Europe’s raw material. 

During these sixteen and a half 
years, longer than even Vietnam's 
most difficult years and in spite of a 
common poverty extreme by even 
the standards of the poor world, they 
have begun fn build-in isolation—a 
self reliant, humane and literate 
society in which the national burden. 
Is-shared 












the dock, and the seeds of indus¬ 
trialisation have taken root on 
peasant land. 

They are achieving this unaided, 
except for a modicum of Arab cash 
end a right-of-way through Sudan. 
Most of their arms, trucks, machines 
and tools either have been captured 
from the Ethiopians or are the pro¬ 
ducts of their own ingenuity, made 
on underground assembly lines that 
have no equal in the Third World. 

Even their dogma, a stewpot of 
basic Marx, has been usurped by 
years of bloody experience and 
betrayal. ‘It may sound preposterous 
to you', a teacher who had studied 
in Britain told me, ‘but we have no 
Left-wing and no Right-wing. This 
is a European concept which has no 
application in Eritrea, or probably 
anywhere in Africa. How can we 
ossibly use these stupid terms? Wc 
ave been betrayed too often. We 
arc ourselves: and we have no 
political debts.' 

The Eritreans have never had to 
convince each other that their home¬ 
grown Socialism is the right way for 
them, because there, has been no 
other way to survive. Perhaps this 
is why their leadership has remained 
obscure and has changed constantly, 
without sustained upheaval. There 
is no Castro because there is eo need; 
and they barely pay lip service to au 
international fraternity? With good 
reason. The Soviet Union used to 
trumpet their right to independence 
until African opportunities presented 
themselves; and the Cubans, who 
trained the early guerrillas of the 
Eritrean Liberation Front, are now 
urgently completing airfields from 
which Ethiopian jets will drop 
Napalm and more cluster bombs. So 
much for the heirs of Che Guevara. 


HO are they? Eritrea lies at the 
intersection of Africa and the 
Middle East. It is bound by the Red 
Sea on the east, Sudan on the north 
and west and Ethiopia and Djibouti 
on the south. After the collapse in 
the seventh century of the Axumite 
civilisation, which had integrated 
Semites with the original negroid 
population, the area fell into a 
long succession of internecine wars 
between feudal kingdoms, Christian 



highlanders, Muslim low I adders, slav¬ 
ers and others, until the arrival of 
the Turks and Egyptians and finally 
the Italians in the late nineteenth 
century. The Italians did what all 
the colonialist powers did; they ex¬ 
ploited and they defined a nation; 
Eritrea is an Italian word. They 
built factories, organised the land 
and educated the few, and they drew 
borders. In 1941 they were driven 
out by the British. 

A treacherous John Bull appears 
on the posters of the two Eritrean 
liberation groups, and yet the British 
still hold pockets of goodwill in 
Eritrea. From 1941 to 1950 some of 
Britain's best colonial administrators 
went to Eritrea and are remembered 
with nostalgia by the older genera¬ 


tion as the first foreigners to re¬ 
cognise the strength of the Eritrean 
case for independence, After the 
Second World War. the Rriti h Gov¬ 
ernment and two international com¬ 
missions agonised about what tr do 
with Eritrea. In 1952 Britain fi liy 
fell in with a United Nations decision, 
backed by America, to ‘constitute an 
autonomous unit federated with 
Ethiopia...’ 

The Americans wanted to shore up 
Haile Selasse lor much the same 
reasons that the Russians are propp¬ 
ing up his successors. For the 
Americans then, the prize was the 
Kagnew communications station in 
the Eritrean capital of Asmara. For 
the Russians now, it is the deep¬ 
water port of Masawa on the Eritrean 
Red Sea coast. For those in power 
in Addis Ababa—be they the syco¬ 
phants of the Lion of Judah or the 
current shootout cowboys of the 
Deraue, the Ethiopian military dicta¬ 
torship — Eritrea has represented 
simply a route to the sea; a tract of 
necessary earth inhabited by un¬ 
necessary people; and genocide has 
been their strategy. 

A member of the British adminis¬ 
tration in Eritrea, Sir Kennedy 
Trevaskis, wrote in a recent letter to 
The Times: ‘In the circumstances of 
a country which was then almost 
evenly divided between Muslims who 
were demanding independence and 
Coptic Christians who wanted union 
with Ethiopians, it (the federation 
with Ethiopia) was not an unreason¬ 
able decision. Nevertheless...a blatant 
Ethiopian campaign of bribery, black¬ 
mail and intimidation was later 
launched against the newly-constitut- 
cd Eritrean legislature enabling the 
Emperor, Haile Selasse, to anex 
Eritrea in 1962 with its ostensible 
consent. The Eritreans were left to 
seek their own salvation.’ 







In fact, the Eritrean parliament 
‘voted’ for absorption into Ethiopia 
with Ethiopian guns trained on 
them from the galleries. The Em¬ 
peror’s troops immediately occupied 
Eritrea, the main Eritrean languages 
of Tiginaya and Tigre were banned 
leading partisans were murdered, 
thousands were imprisoned and 
a war of resistance began. 
Ethiopian bombs, which did not 
distinguish between those of differ¬ 
ent faiths, quickly dissolved any 
Christian yearning to join the Em¬ 
peror, and Christians are now pro¬ 
minent in both liberation groups, the 
ELF and its breakaway, the Eritrean 
People's Liberation Front, the 
EPLF. Each group has its own de¬ 
signated area of operation; but the 
warring between them has been one 
of the side tragedies of the Eritrean 
struggle. That the ELF is supposed 
to be ‘more Muslim' and the EPLF 
‘more Marxist' is regarded as a piti¬ 
ful irrelevance by most Eritreans, 
for whom the only issue is the jus¬ 
tice of their nationalist cause. 

In April, the two groups announced 
a joint command. In June, in Bei¬ 
rut, they called on Ethiopia to open 
negotiations without conditions. The 
reply from Addis Ababa was a table¬ 
bashing call to 'annihilate the trea¬ 
cherous secessionists’. 

M ERELY to reach Eritrea involves 
a journey of small epic propor¬ 
tions. From Port Sudan on the Red 


Sea. 1 was driven the 35 miles to 
Suakin, where the road south et»ds 
and the desert begins, literally, and 
where, I was told, a convoy Would 
pass at 2 a.m. It did. 

There were four large Fiat trucks, 
still with Ethiopians markings. They 
carried ammunition, food and tins ot 
powdered milk given by Kuwait The 
driver of my truck was a gentle, 



taciturn and suffering young man 
called Suleiman, who drove by the 
slant of the sun and, at night, by his 
instincts; there are occasional tracks 
but there is neither road nor map. 
He ate and drank little. He slept 
for only a few daylight hours when 
the squadrons of insects allowed. 
Malarial sweat streamed down his 
face and on several occasions, once 
during a sandstorm, he paced the 
length of his truck until the shaking 


had stopped. He accepted my antk 
malari.als, bemused; be had never 
seen such things before. His con¬ 
cern for me and for other passen¬ 
gers was unqualified; he insisted that 
we should rest when he didn’t, that 
we should retreat to the anaemic 
shade of a thorn bush while he and 
the other drivers dug their vehicles 
out of the dunes; a spectacular of 
teamwork during which they sang 
relentlessly. 

He was to drive as far south as 
the Asmara road—a spine-gutting 
journey of five nights—turn around 
and follow the same punitive route 
back to Port Sudan. And so he 
would go on and on, until the seaso¬ 
nal rains filled the riverbeds. He 
and his comrades did this with a 
cheerfulness and an old fashioned 
esprit, the like of which I have never 
known. Only after we had parted 
did I learn that he carried a piece of 
shrapnel in his neck. For me, be 
epitomised the Eritrean will. 

Clinging to our load was what I 
misunderstood to be a family. In 
fact, each was the sole survivor of a 
family. One young woman had been 
sent- to Port Sudan for hospital 
treatment ‘Why are vou coming 
back ?' 1 asked her. 'To fight.’ she 

replied, ‘what else ?’ Her parents 
had been killed in the shelling of 
Masawn by Ethiopian and Soviet 
Navtfl ships and her sister had been 
accidentally killed in the evacuation 















of 40,000 civilians from the city. A 
third of all Eritreans are refugees. 
She, too, vibrated with malaria; they 
all have it, just as one child in every 
family has tuberculosis or trachoma, 
or both. 

Eritrea began at a crumbling 
brick-and-stucco police post, manned 
by a Sudanese sergeant and shaded 
by a giant margossa tree brought as 
seedling from India by the British. 
Here, during the Second World 
War, the British post commander 
would alternately lunch with and 
snipe at his Italian counterpart from 
across the river. Or so goes the 
story. The old Italian post has flown 
the pale blue Eritrean flag since the 
Ethiopian garrison was overrun early 
last year: the first in a chain of 
successful sieges, which almost cer¬ 
tainly would have climaxed in the 
fall of Asmara, the capital, bad the 
Russians and Cubans stayed away. 

Beyond here, the landscape is ex¬ 
treme, outsized, almost grotesque: 
mountains rise in the shape of crea¬ 
tures or giant waves about to break. 
We continued at night for fear of 
strafing and on roads that coil round, 
the. mountains into mist and were 
dug by hand. On either side, on 
spiling terraces, were circles of 
raise.d stones, like miniatures of 
Stonehenge; the headlights never 
lost them and the deeper we went 
into Eritrea the more commonplace 
they became, until they formed a 
seemingly endless ribbon. They are 
graves. They are the graves of peo¬ 
ple killed from the sky—lone she¬ 



pherds and nomads, and whole, 
communities as the larger patterns 
of stones indicate—and of people 
who have died from disease and 
hunger; the Ethiopian famine, a 
long finger of the Sahel disaster four 
years ago. was especially severe in 
Eritrea and deaths were dispropor* 
tionally high. Not a driblet of the 
relief that finally trickled out of 
Addis Ababa ever reached here. 

The shock upon reaching Eritrea 
is the illusion that there are no 
people. Then, out of the ground, 
literally, they come, flashing torches, 
embracing the drivers. A generator 
thuds into life, a fuel line materia¬ 
lises. arc lights are slung across the 
stumpy trees and « platoon of 



'frvery school is an orphanage . . . they are oddly disciplined children, 
with the skeined expressions of small adults. They are taught many 
strange but useful things . . . for example, that if they are caught in an 
air raid m the open they must squat in single file, so the that only some 
in the lino will bo hit’. 


mechanics swarms over the trucks. 
Spokes of light picked up vegetation 
that was neatly singed. Napalm had 
been dropped here that morning— 
‘like giant balls of blood’, they said 
—and a shepherd* and a child had 
been killed. Behind a tent, their 
charred remains lay covered by a 
tarpaulin, awaiting removal. 

E RITREA is a nation of the night. 

The guerrillas carry out their 
ambushes in the early hours and 
retrieve their dead and Wounded 
before the planes come at first light. 
Children go to school at dusk and 
farmers work in their fields by moon¬ 
light. In the north, a remarkable 


complete industrial town has been 
built almost entirely underground. 
At the end of tunnels and mine¬ 
shafts are factories and foundries, 
insulated by Ethiopian parachutes 
and powered by captured Birming¬ 
ham-made generators. 

Here, self-taught men and women, 
the sons and daughters of farmers 
and nomads, have triggered what 
amounts to their own small indus¬ 
trial revolution. In the ‘gun factory’, 
weapons of every nationality, from 
antique Brens to modern Kalashnikov 
rifles to huge artillery pieces, are 
stripped, studied and duplicated. 
Manuals are written from scratch; 
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the Kalashnikov, for example, has 
been modified so that it is lighter 
and easier to control. ‘It used to 
have a mind of its own’, said the 
foreman, ‘now it is truly an Eritrean 
weapon’. 

In the ‘metal shop’, an entire 
Soviet MIG-21 fighter-bomber, which 
crashlanded almost intact, has been 
recycled into guns, buckets, ovens, 
kitchen utensils, ploughs, hoes. X-ray 
equipment and machine tools. _ in 
the ‘electronics plant’, superficially 
perfect copies of Sanyo and Hitachi 
radios are produced on an assembly 
line. In the ‘woodwork factory,, 
school desks are laid out with row 
upon row of crutches and artificial 
limbs; and in the ‘textile factory’ 
disabled soldiers, many of them 
amputees, sit at modern Singer 
machines—captured in one raid on 
Asmara — making uniforms and 
children’s clothes and flags to fly on 
independence day, which, they will 
say, ‘must be soon!’ 

‘We have no use for birth control; 
we cannot get enough children to 
replace those who die or are killed. 
We actually encourage big families. 


Yes, that’s fodder talk, but it is the 
reality of our situation. Let me tell 
you that no young person becomes a 
fighter until he can read and write 
and understand why he may die.’ So 
spoke a young female teacher in an 
unground school, where one notebook 
and two pencils are shared among a 
class of 50 and crayons, paints, chalk 
and toys are unknown. (Money also 
is non-existent.) ‘ 

Every school Is an orphanage and 
the physically and mentally handi¬ 
capped are sprinkled through each 
crowd of kids. They all are oddly 
disciplined children, with the skeined 
expressions of small adults They 
are taught many strange, but useful 
things. They are taught, for ex¬ 
ample. that if they arc caught in an 
air raid in the open they must squat 
in single file, so tnat only some in the 
line will be hit. When they reach 
14, they are asked to ‘volunteer’ to 
be ‘fighters’; and less than half of 
them escape death or injury. Almost 
*11 Eritrea’s ‘flatters’, as their soldi- 



Remnant of a bomb cosing. 


ers are called, have been born since 
the war began. 

The Eritreans say that the 
Ethiopians, with their Soviet armour 
and cluster bombs and Cuban advis¬ 
ers. win never roll them back, and 
they may well be right; no demo¬ 
ralised, conventional army, such as 
Ethiopia’s, would last long in the 
mountains. But they also admit that, 
whilst their morale and even their 
supply of arms is not in question, 
they walk a tightrope. 

Since, the severe drought of 1973- 
74 they have watched the weather 
with increasing anxiety. One crop 
already has failed this year, produc¬ 
ing pockets of starvation. Wells are 
now down to 100 feet and almost dry, 
and the sand shifting across eroded 
fields and desiccated remains of 
livestock, are unmistakable signs 
that there is worse to come. Even 
the preciously irrigated dtruses m 
the lowlands are beginning to die; 
much of one plantation was recently 
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finished off by a lone marauding 
Ethiopian F-5 and three canisters of 
defoliant gas. 

On the other side of this tightrope 
is the prospect for the wounded and 
sick. The most basic medicines arc 
not being replaced. I have seen a 
number of wars, but never have I 
seen field hospitals attempting to 
function with so little. At one 
hospital, so called, there was not a 
single first-aid kit left and half a 
bottle of blood. Outside in the heat, 
beside a malarial steambog, used 
bandages were being scrubbed in 
cooking pans and these will be used 
again and again, and applied inex¬ 
pertly but with tenderness by a 
squad of children called ‘The Dress¬ 
ers’. 


At this hospital the ‘wards’ arc in 
dank tunnels which spit dirt; and 
infection is now the main cause of 
death among the wounded. There 
are just three surgeons and 13 
physicians for Eritrea’s three and a 
half million people. They are now 
operating without forceps and treat¬ 
ing with drugs that are time-expired, 
or with none at all. I stood with one 
young doctor while he tried to decide 
which of two people should have the 
only antibiotics available; a teenage 
boy, pocked with shrapnel, or a 
fleshless child with tuberculosis. The 
boy had the best chance of survival 
and ft was decided that he should be 
treated; the child died- 

As the West begins to panic over 
the ‘loss’ -of Africa to the Hussions, 
Eritrea has, at last, rated a mention 
or two. The British Foreign Secretary, 
Dr David Owen, dutifully followed a 
speech by US President Carter this 
year with his own verbal leg-slap 
for the Russians, Cubans and 
Ethiopians. This speech was much 
acclaimed for its bellicosity, but it 
amounted to nothing; last month the 
Foreign Office made publicly clear 
that it was ‘not policy’ to extend 
humanitarian aid to ’unrecognised 
States’, such as Eritrea. Judith Hart, 
the Overseas Development Minister, 
has since tried to help by promising 
to send money through the Inter¬ 
national Red Cross in Geneva. The 
amount is a piddling £ 150,000 
(around Rs 23.25 lakhs). 

I hitch-hiked back to Port Sudan 
and flew on to Khartoum, where the 
Hiiton Hotel was accommodating a 
clutch of competing foreign sales¬ 
men. Among them were spruce 
fellows from British Aerospace who 
were trying to persuade the Sudanese 
to buy a complete missiles system. 
This year, Britain’s Labour Govern¬ 
ment will approve the expfert of 
almost a billion pounds’ worth of 
arms to the Third World, most of it 
to dictators such as the Shah of Iran, 
who runs, of course, a ‘recognised 
State*. While amputations proceed 
In Eritrea without anaesthetics, this 
is worth mentioning. 


By arrangement with 'New States¬ 
man*. 
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INVESTIGATION 


The age of darkness 


We have coal, the monsoon has been good, 
we have capable engineers and we have a 
Minister for Industries who says: 'More 
power, above all.' So why do we still have 
power cuts ? Professor ASHISH BOSE of 
the Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi, 
went around the power plants of the DVC 
in search of more light on the subject. 


T HE feeble yellow flicker of the nineteenth century 
hurricane lantern mocks at the dazzling city lights 
in Calcutta. Thanks to the nagging power cuts, the 
lantern has staged a big comeback. The excitable 
Bengalis have taken a stoical view of the power crisis. 
“There is no power failure," I was told. “There is only 
occasional supply of electricity.” 

Power shortage is now a fact of life. Industries 
arc badly hit, so much so that many private industries 
are faring closure. Lanterns have appeared on the 
desks of city otlices. Load-shedding can hist from 15 
minutes to 15 hours a day. Jyoli (meaning light) Basu, 
the Chief Minister of West Bengal, has been branded 
Andhakar (darkness) Basu. When Calcutta faced 
severe power ruts in June, the Chief Minister declared: 
"We should not be complacent about the power situa¬ 
tion. The power cuts will continue for another one 
ami a half years.” This is regarded as an optimistic 
view. The Chairman of the West Bengal State Electri¬ 
city Board, Mr. S. S. Dasgupta, however, thinks that 
"West Bengal will continue to be plagued by power 
shortage even in 1983-84, when the overall shortage in 
supply will rise to an estimated 250 MW.” 

Inside a power plant: Harassed by the frequent 
power cuts in Calcutta, I decided to visit the Durgapur 
Thermal Power Station (DTPS) to get the facts first 
hand from people who generate power. It was a reward¬ 
ing experience. DTPS is the second biggest thermal 
plant under the Damodar Valiev Corporation (DVC), 
with an installed capacity of 290 MW (the derated capa¬ 
city is 250 MW). Started in I960, it supplies electricity 
to the eastern grid which feeds the Bihar-West Bengal 
industrial region, the collieries and the railways, so vital 
to the economy of Eastern India, apart from meeting 
the routine domestic and commercial requirements of 
the region. 

When I called on Mr Tripurari Chatterjee, the 
General Superintendent of DTPS at Durgapur, I found 
scores of people in his room—they were all trade union 
leuders come to negotiate with him. Mr Chatterjee was 
the picture of a public relations man, in spite of his 
technical background. We went to a neighbouring room 
to discuss things in private. The problems facing Mr 
Chatterjee are basically two: management problems and 
labour problems. 

kThe Head Office of DVC is at Calcutta, the Office 
of ine Chief Engineer (Operations and Maintenance) at 
Maithon in Bihar, and the power plant is at Durgapur 
in West Bengal. Mr Chatterjee has no authority to 
recruit, transfer or promote: everything has to be 
referred to Calcutta. He is not even an ex-officio mem¬ 
ber of the Selection Committee and yet he has to deal 
with his workers and face the music in times of agita 
tion and gherao. Even in normal times, administrative 
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delays and endless correspondence hamper efficiency. In 
times of crisis, he is helpless. All he can do is to con¬ 
tact Calcutta. I was reminded of a story of a station 
master in a small town in the nineteenth century, who 
spotted a tiger on the platform and immediately con¬ 
tacted his headquarters saying: “Tiger on the platform. 
Wire instructions.” 

“Would things improve if you are made a Resident 
Representative of DVC, with adequate financial powers?” 
1 asked Mr Chatterjee. His reply was: “Certainly". 

Personally I see. no reason why the DVC headquar¬ 
ters should be located in Calcutta. Durgapur should be 
the obvious choice. This decision has to be taken by 
New Delhi. But can remote control be rectified by fur¬ 
ther remote control? 

Labour problem: “How tan 1 attend to my technical 
work and run a power plant when there are. more than 
16 trade unions for about 2,000 workers?” asks Mr 
Chatterjee. The officially recognised trade unions are: 
DVC Staff Association (HSP-dominated) and 1NTIJC, 
apart from specialised unions like DVC Kannachari 
Sangh, Teachers’ Association, Health Officers’ Association, 
General Officers’ Association, Technical Officers' Associa¬ 
tion, Engineers’ Association, etc. Mr Chatterjee. reeled 
off the names of the unrecognised unions: DVC Casual 
Labourers’ Association, Casual Labour Union, Shramik 
Union, Contractors’ Workers Union, Displaced Persons’ 
Union (those whose, or whose fore fathers’ lands were 
inquired by the DVC decades back), DVC Diploma 
Engineers Association, Apprentice Association, etc. Each 
ol these associations has in turn two factions: the RSP 
group and the CITU group. 

The multiplicity of trade unions and trade union 
rivalry is nowhere as destructive to efficiency as in DTPS. 
The Durgapur Steel plant, for example, has only one 
strong trade union and the management knows where 
it stands. Another special feature-of DTPS labour acti¬ 
vity is that nobody has to look for an excuse for start¬ 
ing an agitation—any incident anywhere in the region, 
even unconnected with the power plant employees, is 
good enough to spark off trouble with the management. 

<<fS there any sabotage by workers?” I asked Mr 
1 Chatterjee. His reply was: “I must defend my 
workers. There is absolutely no sabotage bv our workers 
like destruction of machinery, etc. Only our officers are 
subjected to constant heckling, demonstrations, gherao 
etc." 

But from time to time, one hears of sabotage by 
workers in power plants. In October 1977. at the Panchet 
hvdel station under DVC, the turbine blade failed be¬ 
cause a boulder got into the turbine in spite of the 
houlder catcher. Was it sabotage, accident or act of 
God? Nobody knows. The common people say: “Not 
even a small fish can pass through the catcher. How 
then could a boulder get in?” The Swedish machine was 
grounded. An order has been placed for a new impeller 
but this machine is manufactured only in Sweden where 
it is obsolete. So Sweden has to manufacture a new one 
but it will take time. Meanwhile the power crisis will 
continue. 

A more recent event took place in Saotaldih udder 
the West Bengal State Electricity Board (WBSEB). 
According to Mr. S. M. Murshed, Power Secretary, early 
in June, iron rods were pushed into the coal mill by 
some people in the Santaidih plant. That unit came to a 
halt. Nineteen employees were transferred and 55 new 



employees recruited Finally, tough measures were taken 
and a large police force was deployed inside the power 
plant But can a power plant be run with psUce help all 
the time? The critics of Jyoti Basu’s CPM-led Govern¬ 
ment say that the show of force is really designed to 
crush the pro-Naxalite union at Santaldin. The Central 
Committee of WBSEB (affiliated to INTUC) has protes¬ 
ted against "the rule of terror and police action” in 
Santaldih and “the policy of the Left Front Government”. 

Darkness m Delhi: I went round the power plant in 
Durgapur with Mr Ajit Sarkar, Operations Superinten¬ 
dent of DTPS, and also visited Maithon, the operational 
headquarters of DTPS. Mr Sarkar is one of India’s top 
power engineers. He has spent over 28 years in power 
plants and has also seen how such plants work in the 
USA and the USSR. He does not mince words. With 
ruthless clarity he told me: "Here in DTPS, there is no 
shortage of coal, water, spare parts, skilled labour, tech¬ 
nical knowhow or foreign exchange. And yet thera is 
power failure.” In order to understand this paradox I 
had to pursue the discussion with him and other experts 
in the region for days together. Here is a gist of what 
I understood. 

is primarily a human failure which is responsible for 
the power crisis in Eastern India and this failure is 
mainly in New Delhi. "There are power cuts here be¬ 
cause there is darkness in Delhi”. The Planning Commi¬ 
ssion's planning is inconsistent. They put arbitrary cuts 
to demands for new power generation but fail to recon¬ 
cile the likely supply of power and the new demand for 
power. Ad hoclsm leads to anarchy. Energy cannot be 
stored. Hence the installed capacity should be higher 
than the demand. Due to new industries, the demand for 
energy has shot up sharply but the installed capacity 
has remained more or less the same. Expansion of in¬ 
dustries is always favoured but when it comes to expan¬ 
sion of power there arc always cuts. For example, the 
new demand for power in this region is of the order of 
500 MW but the expansion in progress at DTPS is of the 
order of 210 MW. * 

Bod machinery: Nobody has really looked into the 
technical aspects of our imported machinery. The pur¬ 
chase of such costly machinery in the foreign market is 
a complicated operation involving financial factors like 
the lowest tender in the world market, rupee payment 
terms, foreign exchange constraints, the clash of inte¬ 
rest and professional rivalry between the design group 
and the erection group, the pulls and political pressures 
in various Ministries and Departments in the Central 
and State Governments, unfair trade practices and down¬ 
right corruption at the national and international levels, 
etc. 

The plain fact is that most of the imported machines 
are not suitable for India, and to make matters worse, 
we have been by and large cheated by foreign countries. 
For example, Indian coal middlings have a high content 
of ash (38 to 46 per cent compared to the standard 32 
per cent). Besides, our coal washeries use the floatation 
method which retains a high content of ash and silica 
(apart from the corrupt practices even under Coal 
India). All this affects the efficiency of power generation. 

We talk of sabotage by workers. What about sabo¬ 
tage by foreign firms which supply sub-standard machi¬ 
nes and also manage to get official certificates for such 
machinery, firms which bribe officials and politicians to 
get contracts? In the opinion of many Indian power 
engineers, while American and Japanese machines have 
given excellent performance, the same cannot be said 
of Russian, German or East European machines which 
are often crude and complicated and require a high 
level of skill to operate, leading to a high failure rate. 
It has been found, for example, that the performance of 
some power plants is much better than that of some 
others, even though at both the places there were "the 
same type of coal, the same type of skilled labour, the 
same type of trade union activity and possibly, the same 
level of sabotage.” Much depends on the quality of 
machines in a power plant We must have the best 
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machines and not the cheapest machines (as per the 
present Government of India rules). The cheapest machi¬ 
nes are costly in the long run. It is no use finding fault 
with engineers all the time. India’s best power engineers 
and operative people are in the DVC region (apart from 
the Trombay region in Maharashtra). 

BHEL, a Government of India undertaking, has 
been manufacturing power plant machinery, often with 
foreign collaboration but their machinery does not seem 
to be up to the mark. As Ajit Sarkar told me: “The 
teething troubles of BHEL are not yet over. It will take 
another twenty years before they achieve perfection." 

Poor maintenance: The common man does not know 
that in any power plant, the actual generation cannot be 
and should not be equal to the installed capacity. Ninety 
per cent generation should be considered as good. From 
this point of view, our performance is quite comparable 
to that.of advanced countries. But currently in DVC, 
generation is on the low side (around 60 per cent). This 
is partly due to the bad maintenance of the machines. 
Every year, one boiler must be shut down for over¬ 
hauling for a month or so. Unless there is some spare 
capacity, there will be power cuts. 

Cult of no work: Apart from trade union problems, 
the cult of no work tends to perpetually affect the pro¬ 
ductivity of labour. A power house is like a hospital. 
Machines should be immediately attended to and repai¬ 
red instantly. The temperature reading of the boilers 
must be taken day and night. And yet there are cases 
of gross negligence on the part of some workers, to the 
extent of reporting false readings of temperature, deli¬ 
berate delay in repairing machines in order to claim 
overtime and so on. Nobody seems to take work seriously 
in SDite of the fairly high wage rates compared to those 
in the private sector. Very often a whole family works 
and their income is even higher than that of senior engi¬ 
neers (the lowest paid worker gets around Rs 600 per 
month). Sometimes workers refuse promotion because 
the overtime earnings are so substantial that it is better 
to forego the officers’ status (officers do not get over¬ 
time). There are partially subsidised bousing, free schools 
and hospitals for workers. Even then, the workers are 
certainly entitled to improve their lot but should there 
be a total disregard for the work ethos? High produc¬ 
tivity of labour remains a distant dream in this region. 

But what disturbed me was the sneaking support 
for the Emergency. There was no power failure during 
the Emergency, I was reminded time and again. Back in 
Calcutta, I met Dr. P. Chattopadhyaya, the scholarly 
member (Accounts and Finance) of the State Electricity 
Board. I asked him: "Can power plants be run effi¬ 
ciently without Emergency ?” He coolly replied: “The 
Emergency is partly responsible for the present power 
crisis. A11 the machines were overworked during the 
Emergency in complete disregard of the statutory over¬ 
haul requirements; the impact of this is visible today 
in the form of frequent breakdowns of machinery.” 
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NO! NO' NOl OLD-TIME PANGING 
MAY BE all RIGHT FOR GOLDEN 
OLDIES, BUT LET ME SHOW YOU WHAT 
WE GET UP TO IN THE CATACOMBS > 
OF LUTET/A THESE DAYS' 
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Oscar turns fifty 



The Oscar roll of honour is 
precisely where every movie 
personality yearns to figure. 
DAVID McMAHON recalls 
the moments, movies and 
people in the fifty-year-old 
institution that is Oscar. 



Q UEEN Victoria, we arc told, on 
learning Ili.<t 1 l.o name of ltei 
favomite song was ‘Tome where the 
beer is cheaper”, announced in all 
her regal splendmn: “We are not 
amused.” Stull is the case, appa- 
rr.nlly, with Hollywood when it com¬ 
es to the annual presentation of 
Osc.ii s. Jri the last fifty years, just 
eight comedies have been accorded 
the honour of Oscar awards, jiiclii- 
dimi this year’s winner, Annie Hall, 
Neither the great comedians—Cltap- 
kfiri, the Brothers Marx, and W. O. 
•Fields -nor the. comic actors--Cary 
Giant, Carole Lombard and Irene 
Dunne- have ever made it to the 
Oscar toll of honour. Even straight¬ 
forward action pictures of the kind 
that kindle American sensibilities 
are generally ignored, the only nota 
ble exception being The French 
Connection , which won an Oscar in 
1972. 

The Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, officially chartered 
by the Stale of California, had their 
inaugural dinner on May 11, 1927, 
with a guest list of 275. Legend has 
it that at this gathering, “Oscar” was 
born. Cedric Gibbons, according to 
tradition, sketched on a tablecloth 
the statuette which Margaret Herrick 
announced reminded her of tier un¬ 
de Oscar. The name stuck and 251 
of the guests donated $ 100 each to 
give the Academy its initial hank 
balance. The. avowed purpose of the 
Academy is to raise the artistic 
standards and reputation of the film 
industry and to accord due recogni¬ 
tion to skill in film making. 

« 

Jlv far its most famous activity Is 
the annual extravaganza that is the 
glittering presentation of Oscars. 
These awards are accorded oil a 
basis of voles by members of the 
Academy themselves. Each branch 
follows its own procedure and con 
dint| individual nominations, while 
the final nominating ballot is res¬ 
tricted to a total of live aspirants. 
Onto nominations are closed, the 
Academy organises a special screen¬ 
ing of the films chosen in order that 
the members can review them. After 
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this a final ballot is prepared anil 
circulated among Academy members. 
Once the ballots are marked, they 
are sent to Price Waterhouse and 
Company, certified public accoun¬ 
tants. who then prepare the tabula¬ 
tion. The names of the eventual 
winners are a closely-guarded secret 
and are only announced at the 
presentation ceremony, which is tele¬ 
cast to tens of millions of viewers 
throughout the world. 

The Academy was founded in 
Hollywood, by 36 charter mem¬ 
bers. Its active membership now 
tops 3,400 and members are drawn 
from every significant bianch of film 



Caul Newman ax a con man in The 
Sting, i he film u on seven Academy 
Awards, including {test Picture. 


making Membership is by invitation 
and is subject to the approval of the 
36-member board of governors. Each 
branch has its own requirements, 
which generally involve participation 
in the making of at feast two fea¬ 
ture films. 

r was in the Sixties that there 
was a sense of disillusionment 
about the Oscars and all they repre¬ 
sented. Gregory Peck, the then 
President of the Academy was 
greatly responsible for a facelift 
when it was found that there were, 
voters who had neither made a 
movie nor seen one in twenty years. 
The system was changed, a purge 


was carried out and the inactives 
were deprived of their right to vote. 
The current president, Howard W. 
Koch is of the opinion that the next 
fifty years are going to be “ama¬ 
zing.” 

Oscars are seldom awarded to 
Americans who are based outside 
the greater I.os Angeles area. For¬ 
eigners are similarly treated—those 
who have won usually have roots, if 
not binding ties in the Hollywood 
community. The very first Oscar for 
a male performer went to the Ger¬ 
man Emil .burnings, but only after 
he had taken up residence in Holly¬ 
wood. Even Laurence Olivier, who 
won the Best Actor Award in 1949, 
had spent manv prewar years in 
Hollywood and had liis connections 
firmly established with the voters. A 
foreign film has occasionally won an 
Oscar for the Best Picture but mo¬ 
vies from overseas are generally 
relegated to a separate Category - 
Best Foreign Film—-thus considera¬ 
bly reducing the prestige involved. 

Richard Burton, the Welshman 
(believe it or not) is perhaps the 
only actor to receive six Oscar nomi¬ 
nations and yet be denied the trophy. 
It might be due to his now-you-sce- 
nie-now-yow-don’f reputation when¬ 
ever he happens to pass through 
Hollywood, coupled with his .strange 
contempt for most of his own mo¬ 
vies. 

It was precisely this pomp behind 
the awards and the extra prolessio 
nal considerations borne in the minds 
of the voters that irked George C. 
Scott. The year lie received a nomi¬ 
nation—and won—an Oscar fur his 
role in Patton, he boycotted the 
presentation ceremony in protest. It 
was Marlon Brando who found an 
outlet for his contempt by sending 
an American Indian to accept his 
Oscar which he won for his perfor¬ 
mance in The Godfather. This year, 
it was Vanessa Redgrave who took 
the rostrum to air her political 
views. However, these incidents are 
as chaff in the wind. They will still, 
perhaps, be talked about ten years 
from now, but they have not affec¬ 
ted the Oscar tradition. 

This year, Annie Hall’s toppling 
of Star Wars in the race for the top 
honours is typical of precisely what 
the Oscars have come to represent. 
The voters’ average age has dropped 
and consequently off-beat choices like 
Midnight Cowboy, The French Con¬ 
nection and both parts of The Cod 
father have figured on the lists of 
winners. All said and done, the 
Oscars arc now very much a part of 
the celluloid world today. There will 
always be detractors who denounce 
movies that bag the prizes, but those 
are the movies that, in nine cases 
out of ten, draw the crowds and 
provide the thrills. 








KHAAS BAAT 



R AJESH KHANNA says that he 
doesn’t have any complex and 
that he cannot help it if others have 
a complex about him. The problem 
is that now that Rajesh has agreed to 
and is acting in nearly half a dozen 
multi-starrers (“I know 1 had said 
earlier that I would never agree to 
act in a multi-star film, hut I know 
now that one had to keep in tune 
with the treud. 1 can’t be stubborn 
when 1 have to keep my home fires 
burning !” explains Rajesh), it's 
natural that he has heen paired with 
almost every leading actor. And 
the latter feel ill-at-ease to be 
working with Rajesh. They don't 
know whether to treat him like an 
ordinary person (which he never 
was. according to his past behaviour 
with them) or like an ex-superstar 
(wbich he is). And so. whenever 
Rajesh walks into the sets where 
Dharmendra or Jeetendra or Shatrv- 
ghan Sinha happen to he already 
sitting around, there is this sudden 
tension in the air, as if a cold wind 
has blown in. It makes Rajesh un¬ 
happy. but, since there is nothing he 
can do to put them at ease (“If I try to 
talk to them nicely they might mis¬ 
understand my intentions”), he ig¬ 
nores them. And this starts a fresh 
set of complications ! Poor Rajesh. 
and his poor poor co-stars ! 

N OWADAYS people can’t think of 
Neetu Singh without first thinking 
of her Rishi Kapoor connection. And 
instead of rebelling against this denial 
of her own individuality, Neetu 
plays to the galleries with her words 
(always about Rishi) her deeds 
(they're always together) and her ac¬ 
tions (hanging on to his arm all the 
time). But the latest thing she has 
gone in for is the most surprising. 
She goes about with a Tnangat-sjUra! 

S INCE the man who broke into her 
house was reported to be a fan, 
and the action led to the shock and 
death of her father. Hema Malini 
naturally has grown to hate her 
career, and hates it more and more 
each day. At first she had asked her 
producers for only thirteen days’ 
leave, to get over the shock. Later, 
she showed a reluctance to resume 
work altogether. The producer.! 
spent sleepless nights in terror won 
dering whether to take sleeping 
tablets or jump into the sea (since 
Hema’s presumed retirement before 
her completion of films would result 
in their barbadi!). But, as always, 
Hema’s mother, Mrs. Jaya Chakr.v 
varthy, came to their rescue. She 
got around Hema in a nice, gentle, 
understanding manner, explaining to 
her daughter that the producers 
should not be allowed to suffer. 
Hema is hack af work now, though 
more subdued and reserved than 
ever ! 

I N comparison, ohe person who goes 
about work in a much happier 
frame of mind these days is Goldie. 


Neetu: an inevitable Rishi' connection 


Would you believe it if I said that 
the same Goldie who earlier used to 
work very moodily, for barely three 
or four days a month, now toils al¬ 
most twenty-four hours of the day. 
He is not only completing all the 
assignments he’d signed up for. but 
he is also taking up a lot of fresh 
work (previously be had to be cajoled 
into it!) and simultaneously plan¬ 
ning his own ventures. If this is 
what a happy marriage dors to a 
man. then ne’s welcome to it, notice 
or npt • 

J UST to prove that it’s all hogwash 
of his having deserted his first 
love (theatre) for money (films), Ainol 
Palekar is deliberately spending 
more and more time with his old 
theatre friends and rehearsing for 
plays. When I met him recently, he 
spent a lot 6f time talking enthusi¬ 
astically about a new play he. was 
working in and several more he was 
considering working in. Am I ima¬ 
gining it or has Mr. Palekar begun 
to grow weary of the phillum scene? 

T HERE can be no guy who can be 
called more filmi than Salim is 
(I’m talking of the better half of the 
Salim-Javed duo). And there can be 
no actress more filmier than Bindiya 
Costuamt. So naturally it did not 
take them long to meet each other 
and start exchanging sweet nothings. 
Which means that Selma (Salim’s 
wife) will have to once again go 
through all the heartache and un¬ 


certainty she'd only recently dropped 
(when Helen decided to leave Salim 
alone). But if you ask me, I don’t 
think Mrs. Salim need bother about 
anything serious taking place where 
Bindiya is concerned. For one 
thing, Bindiya is too dumb to hold 
on to Salim's interest for long. 
Secondly. Bindiya is too ambitious 
for should I say her mother is) to let 
her heart get the better of her plans 
to go high up the career ladder ! 

T HERE’S nobody quite like the film 
people to switch stories to suit 
the occasion. Dimple used to always 
brag about how, “My husband is the 
only star who sells on his own name 
and strength. He doesn't need 
other heroes as props.” Now that 
Rajesh is working with so many 
other heroes. Dimple has changed 
her tunc to, "1 think it’s a very 
healthy change to make. It’s better 
if Kaka works with other talented 
artistes for it will give him a better 
chance to show his own merit.” She 
also claims to have been the one 
who influenced Rajesh into making 
this major decision of acting in 
multi-starrers) 1 

A ND the khaas point of notice this 
week is that all the big films 
that Raakhee had been counting on 

have come.and flopped ! Ab 

kya hoga ? 

SHIRJEE 


29 


rres^i Vyas 





V.I.P. Interviews-! 


“My Eenglish’’she said, 
“is imperiecto. 

But your 
VLB bagaglio 
is vero functionate. 
Vero beautifale.No?” 





There she was. Signora Simonetta 
Silvana Stanzani-Spagnoletti*. A woman 
of business, donna d’affaire, if you say 
it as the Romans do. “A woman in a 
man's world,” we said, with respect. 

Our smiling Mona Lisa changed, 
and how! All the fire of the Latin 
temperamento raged. 

“It is all the faults of the Italiano 
womano,” she said. ‘‘She lets the mans 
thinkare he rule the mondo. Now see. 
The idea travel to the lndiano peoples.” 

“Did you travel to India with V.I.P. 
suite ises?” we asked, trying to steer 
the conversation away gently. 

“Why, is it only a man’s suitcasa?” 
was the prompt retort. 

Suddenly, her mercurial temper¬ 
amento was all sunshine again. 
"Sometimes,” she said, "I gets little 


angry. But I likes your V.I.P. vero 
mucha.Thecombinazione locks is vero 
functional. It always work. Except 
on una occasiona.” 

“What happened?” we asked, in 
alarm. “I forgets the numbers,” 
she said, “totalie.” 

“Then what?” we asked, aghast. 

With a barely perceptible shrug, the 
elegante signora said, “When you 
carrys una 10 carata diamonda on una 
platino necklace, you remembers. 

You remembers!” 

“Don’t you find the V.I.P. bella, 
beautifula, and stronga too?” we 
asked, striving very hard to avoid any 
interviewer bias. 

“Si, si,” she said. “It is like a 
womano, no?” 

Seeing our puzzled look, she 


explained. “A womano look vero 
delicato but she is made of...” 
“Sterner stuff,” we obligingly 
suggested. “Grazie,” said she, with 
the graceful air of one who has grown 
up on compliments. 

Magnanimously, she returned the 
favour. “Even in Italia you don’t 
always get bagaglio as splendide as 
your V.I.P. See Giovanni, he leave 
Roma with one Italiano suitcasa. He 
reach Milano in two pieces!” 

Always ready to spot a prospective 
V.l.P. customer, we were immediately 
alert. “Your husband...” we started. 
“Perhaps,” was the enigmatic reply. 
“But now he carry your V.I.P.,” 
she added with a smile. 

“Your brocado lining is excellente. 
And your V.I.P. colore, I like all... 
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\ red, blue, green and golden...” 

I “And brown, gray and black," 

I *e added. 

I “For my Giovanni, yes. I prefer! 
V* brilliante colore,” she said. 
*®womano,” she finally conceded, 

“are differente.” 

Getting our French and Italian 
hopelessly tangled, we said, “Viva la 
differente!” 

•To protect the privacy of our V.l.P. customers 
it has been necessary to conceal their actual 
identities. 
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The right to reject 


IE case of the American re¬ 
porter who has been jailed 
for refusing to divulge a confiden¬ 
tial source of news may have 
been sorted out by the time this 
appears. The New Jersey State 
Supreme Court has refused to re¬ 
lease him at the time of writing; 
and his employers, the New York 
Timex, have promised to appeal 
in the United States Supreme 
Court in Washington. 

But whatever the outcome, the 
issues raised in this controversy 
are of considerable interest to 
Press and public alike in all coun¬ 
tries that satisfy three conditions. 
First, people must look to news¬ 
papers for information about 
what’s going on. Secondly, news¬ 
papers must not only enjoy insti¬ 
tutional independence but also be 
able to boast some degree of 
initiative and enterprise in order 
to satisfy the first expectation. 
And finally, where the judiciary is 
seen not merely as the hand¬ 
maiden of the executive, but also 
as protector of the citizen’s rights 
and custodian of those principles 
of orderly governance on which is 
based a law-abiding society. 

Whether India fulfils all three 
conditions is anyone’s guess. But 
.iic dispute is, at least, of theore¬ 
tical relevance and deserves to be 
recounted. Brietly, it concerns 
Myron A. Farber, a Times re¬ 
porter, who. in the words of an 
editorial in his paper, “dug into 
some mysterious deaths a decade 
after they occurred to reveal that 
they had not been fully investi¬ 
gated’’. The deaths were of 13 
patients at a New Jersey hospital 
who perished in the mid-sixties. 
As a result of Mr Farber’s inves¬ 
tigative stories, State officials 
decided to reopen the case and 
persuaded a grand jury to indict 
a local physician, Dr Mario Jasca- 
levirh, with murder. 

So far so good. The reporter 
was something of a public hero 
since his exertions had turned 
the spotlight on a bushed-up scan¬ 
dal. But problems arose when 
the defendant, Dr Jascalevich, 
claimed that he would not receive 
a fair trial unless Mi Farber's 
iconfidcntial notes were made 
available to the court. While the 
judge upheld that contention, the 
reporter himself insisted that to 
do so would betray his source and 
violate the concept of profes¬ 


sional confidence. Whereupon he 
was charged with contempt and 
convicted. 

Such cases are not unknown in 
Britain where Brendan Mulhol- 
land of the Daily Mail was sen¬ 
tenced to six months' imprison¬ 
ment, and Reginald Foster of the 
Daily Sketch to three months’, 
for refusing to disclose news 
sources following the 1963 Vassall 
Tribunal. A third reporter, Des¬ 
mond Clough, also of the Sketch, 
would prohably .similarly have 
been punished if his contact had 
not himself come forward. Eight 
years later, a BBC television 
journalist, Bernard Falk, was sen¬ 
tenced to four days’ in a Belfast 
jail for declining to say whether 
someone accused of being a mem¬ 
ber of the Irish Republican Army 
had taken part in a television pro¬ 
gramme in which participants had 
been promised that their identi¬ 
ties would be kept secret. 


The British 
do not really 
regard the 
Press as an 
honourable 
profession at 
all. 


But then the British do not 
really regard the Press as an 
honourable profession at all. Since 
the Inns of Court enjoy a certain 
hallowed mystique, confidential 
communications with lawyers are 
protected by privilege. Doctors 
and priests may not in theory 
enjoy the same prerogative; but 
the courts are apparently so re¬ 
luctant to extract information 
from them, that they are, in prac¬ 
tice, inviolable. Journalists, on 
the contrary, are basically regard¬ 
ed as chronic snoopers and Peep¬ 
ing Toms, beyond the pale of 
professional ethics and quite 
undeserving of any reciprocal 
codes. The law courts are dog¬ 
gedly sceptical about a reporter’s 
protestations of being bound by 



oalhs of secrecy, honour or confi¬ 
dence. 

That being so, the law offers no 
protection, it can be argued that, 
tn writing his story, Mr Farber 
should have known that be was 
in no position to make any sure 
commitment to his source; that 
refusal to comply with a judge’s 
instructions would inevitably ex¬ 
pose him to penalties. As It 
happens, New Jersey State law 
does afford some protection to a 
journalist in respect of his 
sources, but, as the Times puts 
it, “angered judges have set out 
to break Farber’s will and to 
punish his newspaper as no other 
has ever been punished’’. 

Whatever the merit of this 
vendetta charge, it is hardly con¬ 
ceivable that the judges would 
have taken such action without 
consulting the book. But even if 
Mr Farber is legally entirely in 
the wrong, there is a moral right 
on his side that cannot easily be 
dismissed. Nobody would wish to 
deny Dr Jascalevich a fair bear¬ 
ing, but if reporters could never 
receive information in confidence, 
some of the disclosures that are 
most in the public interest would 
never be made. People in posi¬ 
tions of authority are usually 
most aware of abuse in high 
places; but they cannot publicly 
make their allegations except at 
enormous personal risk. The 
anonymous conduit of a newspaper 
column is often the best medium, 
but its value would be quite 
eroded if people who confide in a 
journalist are unable to be cer¬ 
tain that the latter will keep his 
side of the bargain. Nor would 
this present problems if only the 
Establishment accepted that re¬ 
porters are as responsible and 
law-abiding citizens as lawyers, 
doctors and priests. 

Here lies the crux of the 
matter. To illustrate the point 
of the conflict, let me quote two 
other passages from the New 
York Times. “These punish¬ 
ments” (Mr Farber’s imprison¬ 
ment and a heavy fine imposed 
on the paper) “for contempt of 
court are so great as to intimidate 
the most prosperous publishers 
and most courageous reporters”. 
Secondly, "A court, no matter how 
benign, is to us an arm of the 
State". 

Even in the land of the free and 
the home of the brave, the Fourth 
Estate is still battling for auto¬ 
nomy and respectability. 

S. K. D-R. 
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All the Janata letters 


<<T ETs break in," said the despe- 

L rate peacemakers. 

“That’s a job for me." said Biju. 
Tm the technocrat here." 

“Go ahead,” said the others. 

They broke in, and laid their bands 
on the metal capsule in the vault. 

“Hey, you there,” said a guard 
whom the drilling and hammering 
had woken up, “who goes there?” 

“Ministers,” said George, “burrow¬ 
ing”. 

“Please let. us,” said Madhu, 
“We're only going after .State 

secrets.” 

“In that case,” said the policeman, 
“HI have to take you in." 

“Good grief," said Biju, “but some 
of us are Ministers.” 

“Everyone thinks he's a Minister,” 
said the aging policrpeii with a 
smite. "But even so. there’s no 
knowing who’s a Minister and when." 

"George,” said Biju, "grease his 
palm, it works.” 

“The people do it,” said Madhu. 
“Let’s follow the path shown by the 
people.” 

"Let there be an end to big in¬ 
dustries,” said George. 

“Let there be—” began Madhu, but 
he paused to grease the palm of the 
policeman who thereupon left them. 
Then they broke open the capsule 
and read the letters. 

“Scandalous!” said George. "How 
can two leaders of the same Party 
write to each other inthis fashion? It 
will only strengthen the lady if these 
letters leak.” 

And it was thus that the peace¬ 
makers decided to burn the letters 
and substitute them with a new set 
drafted by thernselVos. The new 
letters read: 

Dearest Merarjibhai, 

1 never realised you were capable 
of such tender pranks. I'm sure 
everyone believes you’ve sacked me, 
while you have in reality passed on 
to me the command of all the re¬ 
volutionary peasantry who are 
mobilizing to come down on the 
Chinese, the Pakistanis and the 
Harijans. Thank you. 



How is Kanti? I want you to give 
the nation an assurance that neither 
now run at any time in the future 
will he be subjected to any investiga¬ 
tion. That will prove his innocence. 

Love, Charan 

Beloved Charan, 

l am dying to set the CBI on 
Kanti. I am a harsh father, but a 
•tender-hearted Prime Minister, a 
very human one. T[ you champion 
Kanli's cause 1 will begin to suspect 
you’re championing my own cause, 
which will make me feel awfully 
insecure. Pit feel pursued. If you 
let Kanti escape, like you did Mrs 
Gandhi, I’d never agom let you 
prosecute him. 

God bless you. 

Morarjt 


Dearest Morarjibhai 
r It staml by Kanti even if you 
don’t. He and I are brothers. I’m 
brothers with the deep penetration 
aircraft, and even with the Kudre- 
mukh mountains. Love knows no 
bounds, says an inscrutable Jot saying. 

Charan 


Beloved Charan, 

Now that you say it, l realise our 
historic mandate was to protect Kanti. 
The jieuple of the North had rejected 
San jay for Kanti in no uncertain 
terms. Even the South had voted for 
Kanti: their vote was only against 
Hindi. We ran of course exterminate 
them along with the Nagas, 

Come over for a glass of fruit 
juice. 

Mararji 


Dearest Morarjibhai, 
I’m coming. 


Charan 


These letters were later put in a 
capsule, and then released to the 
public. The two old men, in the 
benign bewilderment of age, believed 
in the letters themselves, and thus 
was solved a crisis plaguing the 
Party for a long time. 

The crisis was then left to the 
younger ones with better memories. 


O. V. VIJAYAN 
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A tale of five decades 


1929-1978 
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A very gracious man 


If ever there was a true she¬ 
pherd of souls, it was POPE 
PAUL VI. According to FA¬ 
THER EDWARD LE JOLY. 
who profiles the late Pontiff, 
the praise directed at him 
far outweighed the critic¬ 
ism. 


UL VI will always be remember¬ 
ed in India as the first Pope ever 
to visit this country, where he re¬ 
ceived a popular reception so cordial 
and enthusiastic that it exceeded all 
the expectations of the organizers of 
the International Eucharistic Cong 
ress held at Bombay in 1964. 
Nowhere in the world was this much- 
travelled Pope, the first to visit all 
the continents, greeted by such large 
crowds. Millions of people lined the 
roads and streets where he was to 
pass, to have a darshan of the great 
spiritual leader and „ receive bis 
blessing. 

They had well understood his 
exalted but exacting function, they 
saw the Pope as a 'man of God’, a 
shepherd of souls, a beacon of light 
to direct men in spiritual and ethical 
matters. And truly, it was in prayer, 
in communion with God, that Paul 
VI found the strength and inspiration 
he needed to carry out his heavy 
duties as spiritual leader. 

In India and in the rest of the 
world, Pope Paul Vi’s memory will 
be cherished and respected, as that 
of an advocate of peace, justice, and 
understanding between men ol 
different nationalities, creeds and 
social status, and as a defender of 
the essential rights of the human 
person. 

Archbishop Montini, son of a 
lawyer of the region of Bresda, was 
sixty-five years of age when the 
cardinals assembled in conclave 
elected him to succeed John XXIII 
in the See of St Peter and be the 
visible Head of the Catholic Church, 
the Vicar of Christ on earth. 

He had been well prepared for his 
office, having served for many years 
as Pius XII’s righthand man in the 
Secretariat of State of the Vatican: 
there he learned all about the 
administration of the Church spread 
over the world. Then, that he might 
gain more pastoral experience, he 
was appointed archbishop of Milan, 
the most important religious, politi¬ 
cal and economic centre of Italy s 



The bload, generous gesture, calling 
all men to his heart, that summed 
up Paul VI. 


rosperous Northern region. There 
e witnessed at dose range and was 
directly involved in the various pro¬ 
blems of a pastor of souls. 

When John XXIII died, Montini 
was prepared to assume the highest 
office and duty in the Catholic 
Church: a theologian, an experienc¬ 
ed administrator aware of problems 
of the world, a pastor of souls, able 
to understand, console, encourage, 
direct, organize. 

Having brought the Second Vatican 
Council—where all the Bishops of the 
Catholic Church had met—to com¬ 
pletion, he was faced with the 
arduous and challenging task of 
directing the implementation of its 
decisions. He was to introduce the 
changes' advocated by the Fathers of 
the Council, to bring the practice of 
the Church in line with the realities 
of today’s world. Older forms were 
to make room for more modern 
ways. This was the celebrated 
Aggiomamento or updating of many 
religious practices, so as to make 
them more relevant for the men and 
women of this century. This meant 
progress in continuity, innovation 
respecting tradition. Nothing essen 
tial to faith and morals was to ba 
sacrificed; but the Church as a living 
organism had to adapt its language 
and practice to the mentalitv and 
needs of the day. 


Paul VI remained in contact with 
a considerable number of people— 
not only with his personal advisers 
and the officials of the Roman Curia, 
to which he appointed many non- 
Italians, but with religious and lay 
personalities from many countries. 

Bishops from every part of the 
world come to Rome periodically to 
inform the Pope about the spiritual 
situation of their diocese. The Holy 
Father can then direct and inspire, 
eventually caution and advise, whilst 
he always encourages those he 
receives. 

The Pontiff also showed his pater 
nal interest to groups of devoted 
religious workers, as he did during 
a private audience granted to Mother 
Teresa, some of her Indian Sisters, 
novices and . Roman helpers. On 
May 6. exactly three, months before 
he died, speaking in' Italian and in 
English, the Pope expressed his 
happiness at the good work the 
Sisters were doing fqr the poor. 

When be is in Rome, on Wednes 
day morning the Pope grants a 
public audience for which anyone 
t an obtain a free pass. Some months 
ago I was privileged to be among 
the 15,000 visitors admitted at the 
audience. Christians and non- Chris¬ 
tians. believers and non-believers, we 
were seated in a huge hall. For an 
hour and a half the Pope spoke in 
Italian, French, English, German, 
Spanish and Portuguese, without 
notes or prepared text. 

This was truly the man. An early 
riser, starting the day with hours of 
prayer, passing it in study and work, 
taking his meals alone, retiring only 
late at night for the evenings still 
saw him busy studying documents, 
preparing speeches and pronounce¬ 
ments. His life was devoted to the 
spiritual good not only of those 
specially entrusted to him. but of the 
whole of mankind. He would fight 
and speak against injustice and war, 
denial or curtailment of human 
rights. He knew toil and sickness, 
shared the sufferings of men he 
could not always remedy. 

Every Sundav at twelve noon, as 
the bells of St. Peter’s rang the 
Angelus. the Pope appeared at a 
window of a building opening on the 
huge Piazza. He prayed with the 
large crowd that awaited him, spoke 
fqr a few minutes and then, his 
arms wide open, his face smiling, 
nfs voice throbbing with enthusiasm, 
he called to action, encouraged and 
blessed all present, as the Shepherd 
of souls. That broad, generous, 
affectionate gesture, calling all men 
to his heart, summed up Paul VI. 
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A kitchen mede exclusive by using Formic* laminates lebricated to /orm e 
polka dot pattern with matching tile motil. 

A brightly coloured Formica laminate In matt linish just perfect for any 
surface in the house. 
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Made by Formica India. In a Standard Range with 
scores of different colourways. A special Wood Grain 
Range in the Matt, Gloss and Hi-Fi finishes. A Textured 
Finish Range with four choices—Hessian, Moroccan, 
Fine Weave and Coarse Weave. A special Artwork Series 
With oriental motifs and patterns. And a unique 
Artwork Service for the lamination of individually 
specified designs. 


Polka dots adorning a round dining tab!a. 


A traditional Gujarati Bajot design laminate for all types of tables 
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And certainly no one can touch Formica India for 
quality/ Every sheet meticulously checked for flaws. 
Rigorous quality control at every stage of manufacture. 
Close supervision during production to ansura a long- 
lasting scratch and stain resistant surface. 

Contact your nearest Formica Laminate dealer or write 
to us for details at the addresa given betow. 
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• Formica is the RflQWfffd Ttad* Mark of Formica 
Inter national lirmtad'of Which Formica India Limited 
are th« licensed users in India 

As always, 
Formica India 
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Kings or pawns? 


VIKTOR KORCHNOI objec¬ 
ted to ANATOLY KARPOV 
being served with yoghurt 
during games. The latter re¬ 
taliated by requesting an X- 
ray inspection of his oppo¬ 
nent's $ 15,000 green chair. 
SYED NISAR MEHDI ABDI 
reports on the chess duel 
which is in progress at a hill 
resort near Manila. 


V IKTOR KORCHNOI'S 
first move in the 
current chess war at 
Baguio City near Manila 
in Philippines came as a 


bit of a surprise to millions of chess 
enthusiasts: he offered four different 
flags under which he, a stateless in¬ 
dividual, might possibly play. These 
were: a Swiss flag, since he now 
lives in Switzerland, a flag of the 
Swiss town of Wohlen where he 
resides, a white flag bearing the word 
“Stateless", and a Soviet flag similar¬ 
ly ascribed. Chess-watchers around 
the globe were surprised by 
Korchnoi’s moderation. Why not a 
Dutch flag also with the words 
“Mother Courage" since it was in 
Holland that he sought political 
asylum when he deserted the USSR? 
Harry Golombek of The Times sug¬ 
gested that Korchnoi should play 
under the red flag with a skull and 
crossbones replacing the hammer and 
the sickle: “For this would give him 
the perfect reply to Victor Baturin- 
sky (chief Soviet official accompany¬ 
ing Karpov) that gallant ex-colonel of 
the KGB who has said that the 
challenger can only play under the 


flag of the country of which he is a 
citizen.” Eventually, officials of the 
International Chess Federation (FIDE) 
decided that the two must play for 
the title without displaying national 
flags. 

At the opening ceremony on- 
Monday, July 17, Korchnoi looked a 
happy man: no national flags were 
used. Then he won the second 
round; under President Marcos’s eye 
he made his happiness obvious as the 
Philippines Army Band played the 
Internationale instead of the Soviet 
national anthem. Meanwhile Korch¬ 
noi's chair had passed through an 
electronic detector and X-rays in a 
two hour piece by piece examination 
at a Baguio hospital. The chair was 
found innocent, ft is interesting to 
remember that similar tests made on 
Bobby Fisher’s Chair during the 1972 
championship had yielded a pair of 
dead flies. The 1978 championship 
too, has been launched against a 
















Concentration : the hallmark of a true champion. Anatoly Karpov ts the 
world’s youngest grandmaster; an honour conferred on him when he was 
twelve years old 


similar backdrop of hackneyed stunts 
and psychological warfare. 

Korchnoi has brought to Baguio 
city a programmed chess computer. 
He calls it “Tolinks” which is a 
Russian synonym of Karpov's first 
name. When Baturinsky mentioned 
this to Karpov, the grandmaster re¬ 
portedly smiled at his senior's “affcc- 1 
lion". But the hunch backed Korchnoi 
avidly hates both Karpov and the 
USSR. For Korchnoi, the two arc 
intimately linked. He thinks that 
Karpov was preferred and promot 
ed as the top USSR player because 
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he was in tune with the authorities 
ideologically, and he feels that his 
chess career was repeatedly sacrific¬ 
ed to advance Karpov's. Often 
Korchnoi failed to find a place in the 
national team and in the last two 
years before his defection in 1976, 
Korchnoi had been black-listed by 
Russian chess officials as a potential 
dissident. 

Baguio city, selected as the venue 
for the 1978 Chess Championship, is 
a five-hour drive from Manila. 
Situated 5,500 feet above the sea in 
the northern part of Luzon, this city 


serves as the summer resort 'oif 
President Marcos. In an air-condK 
tioned auditorium in the heart of thi 
city, the two personal and political 
rivals will fight it out every second 
day from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. This tour¬ 
nament will almost certainly go on 
till December. This is a long war, 
with many battles. Attendance at the 
1,000 seat auditorium is sparse, 
meanwhile. A large signboard pro¬ 
claims “silence”: even whispering is 
prohibited though the audience sit at 
least 41 feet away from the contend¬ 
ing players. Photographers are per* 
mitted to shoot pictures for exactly 
three minutes every alternate day at 
5 p.m. sharp, before the match 
begins. 

P IE competitors enter 
the arena every day 
at 5 o’clock on the dot. 
Karpov usually comes 
through the right wing 
and Korchnoi through the left. The 
floodlit table with the black and 
white pieces is already set out. 
Karpov, the younger of the two, is 
lightly built and has a sprightly walk. 
Korchnoi is taller and walks slowly. 
The two shake hands, without a hint 
of smile on their lips and take their 
seats, ignoring the audience. Korchnoi 
occupies a specially constructed 
15,000-dollar chair, emerald green in 
colour. Dark glasses with mirror 
surfaces are promptly clamped on his 
eyes; he uses these mirror surfaces 
to counter what he calls Karpov's 
hypnotic stare. Karpov, in loose- 
fitting trousers and brown canvas 
shoes, meanwhile rests his elbow on 
his white chair and appraises the 
audience. The first round of moves 
takes rougbtly eight minutes. After 
this, the two settle down to think and 
plan and play. 

Karpov is just 27, which makes 
him Korchnoi’s junior by twenty 
years. Karpov is the classic ex¬ 
ample of the care and interest with 
which the USSR nurtures its brilliant 
chess players. The fact that his 
manager is a former KGB man might 
seem as if a bit too much care is 
taken, but the manager is not a cloak- 
and-dagger type. Korchnoi is the 
much publicised dissident; his wife 
and son are still detained in Russia 
while he lives in Switzerland. Being 
the underdog, he has earned the 
moral support of most chess enthu¬ 
siasts. For Karpov, the official 
Russian superstar, the worst humilia¬ 
tion would be defeat at Korchnoi’s 
hand. But the Western media’s 
mud-slinging that such a defeat would 
lead to a terror campaign against 
Karpov can be discounted (Spassky 
is quite well, these days, thank you, 
and living and playing chess in thq 
USSR). Of course, Korchnoi is in 
terested in playing up such horror 
scenarios; it is part of the psycho¬ 
logical war which is so important in 
chess. Recently Korchnoi told officials 
in Baguio that the KGB planned to 
assassinate him if he defeated 
Karpov. 

Viktor Korchnoi is staying at the 
Pines Hotel and is easily accessible 
to journalists. Staying with him 



are Mrs. Petra Leeuwerick, Michael 
Stean and Raymond Keene. Mrs 
Leeuwerick is not only a constant 
companion but also Korchnoi’s poli¬ 
tical mentor. A beautiful woman at 
48. she has spent twenty years in a 
Russian labour-camp convicted of 
spying. After serving nine years, she 
escaped and sought political asylum 
in Holland. In 1976, she met Kor¬ 
chnoi and ever since the two have 
become inseparable. 

Karpov and his team have booked 
the tower of Terraces Plaza Hotel. 
It is an isolated building and Karpov 
is rarely seen in the bar, the cafe¬ 
teria or the hotel lounge. Beside 
Viktor Baturinsky, the manager, he 
has a cook and an interpreter. ‘‘A 
wisp of a man”, Karpov needs an 
expert cook to look after his gas 
tronoinical requirements. There are 
reports in the British Press which 
indicate that Karpov’s four-bedroom 
suit in the tower is ideal for re¬ 
ceiving messages from Moscow. 
The two British Grandmasteis, 
Michael Stean and Raymond Keene, 
who accompany Korchnoi, are friends 
of his. Keene and Stean studied 
together at Trinity, Cambridge in 
1972. Korchnoi had met Keene in 
Havana in 1972, The flamboyant 
Korchnoi likes having supporters 


around him, unlike Bobby Fischer, 
who wanted to be left totally alone. 

In the Baguio Convention Hall 
where the matches are on, the play 
ers’ seconds, security men, diplo¬ 
mats, grandmasters and journalists 
wander about as a subdued chorus 
to this coldly violent, exasperatingly 
slow war. The favourite occupa¬ 
tion, but naturally is interminable 
discussions on why certain moves 
were made, who missed an opportu¬ 
nity where, and • how various mat¬ 
ches could or should have gone. 

7 1'HE political and intel- 
J- lectual overtones of 
this tournament were 
temporarily eclipsed by 
the great yoghurt contro- 
that too was a sign of the 
enormous tensions that mark an 
event of this kind. The Karpvv- 
Korchnoi duel is regarded not only 
as a chess match but also as a con¬ 
frontation between two political 
systems. Karpov loved eating yog¬ 
hurt as he made his moves on the 
chess-board. Korchnoi’s companion, 
Raymond Keene, raised an objec¬ 
tion over this with Lothar Schmid, 
the West German arbiter of the 
game. Keene wrote : “It is clear 
that a cunningly arranged distribu¬ 


tion of edible items to one player 
could convey a tiny code-message. 
A yoghurt could mean we instruct 
you to offer a draw.” This was not 
intended to be a joke, but the im¬ 
partial Schmid dismissed it. He told 
a Western correspondent : “Well 
you know there could be a code in a 
split banana. But no one suspected 
Fischer's sour fish in 1972." Such 
bickering will continue, and test the 
referee’s judgment and stamina. 

Chess has been dragged into poli¬ 
tics in the past. It is on record that 
Hitler bad articles published under 
Alekhine’s (a chess maestro) name, 
defaming a number of Jews in Ger¬ 
many. Alekhine earned a bad name 
in the process, vet there wasn’t much 
he could do about it. So he re¬ 
mained suffered silently. 

While there have been chess 
defectors from Russia, there are also 
a few cases of chess masters defect¬ 
ing to Russia. In the Thirties. Hun¬ 
garian Grandmaster Andrea Lilien- 
thal came to Moscow to take part in 
a tournament. The city charmed 
him immensely and he decided to 
stay on. Just before the Second 
World War. Czech grandmaster Salo 
Flohr sought refuge in Russia where 
be lives to this day. 



versy; but 


The game of chess enjoys official patronage in Soviet Russia. This photograph shows children being trained 
at the Moscow Palace of Young Pioneers 
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New, action-packed sports weekly 



New! Big, newsy size packed with 
32 pages of exciting reading. 

New! Action pictures and por¬ 
traits in full colour-as no other 
sports journal can give. 

New! Contributions from out¬ 
standing commentators: Jack 
Fingleton, Robin Marlar, Brian 
Glanville, John Ballantine, The 
Sportstar’s own Rajan Bala and 
Albert Fernando; apd reproduc¬ 
tions from well-known sports 
magazines in the US and Europe. 

New! Wide international cover¬ 
age as never before. 

New! Regular coverage of all 
sports—cricket, football, hockey, 
tennis, table-tennis, badminton, 
swimming, golf, billiards, snooker. 

New! Nostalgic features on mem¬ 
orable sports events and per¬ 
sonalities. 

Plus stories, views, previews and 
interviews. 

From the people who gave you 
Sport & Pastime. 

For just Rs. 1-50! 

Subscribe now! 

Place your order today with 
your newsagent—or write 
to The Circulation Mana- 

f er. The Sportstar, Kasturi 
luildings, Mount Road, 
Madras-600 002 for postal 
subscription. 

Subscription through 
newsagent 

Annual—Rs. 72 
Six months— Rs. 37.50 
Postal Subscription 
Annual—Rs. 79 
Six months — Rs. 41.00 


The Sportstar-from the publishers off'The Hindu 



Can we really stop smuggling ? 

There are too many ‘ifs’ 


W HAT is the real reason why 
smuggling continues along our 
west coast?’ No less a person than 
Prime Minister Morarji liesai, speak¬ 
ing before an august gathering of 
revenue officials, is reported to have 
stated: “No smuggler can work with 
confidence without help from the 
concerned departments” It is worth 
examining some of the pleas made 
by the Customs authorities in the 
past, and at present, explaining their 
difficulties. 

One argument of the authori¬ 
ties was that the coastline was 
so long that it was just not physi¬ 
cally possible to cover the entire 
area. The fallacy of this argument 
lies in the fact that sea going vessels 
cannot shore up just anywhere, When 
such vessels happen to be fitted with 
heavy marine engines and leaded 
with cargo the number of possible 
landing areas is further reduced. 
Even in the case of established land¬ 
ing grounds, it is absolutely essen¬ 
tial that the crew is thoroughly fami¬ 
liar with the approaches to it from 
far out in the sea, lest unknown 
currents or hazards concealed under 
the surface of the waters cause a 
disaster 

A second reason given by the Cus¬ 
toms authorities is a combination of 
shortcomings in terms of man-power, 
vehicles and fast moving vessels at 
sea. There is some truth in this. 
The mischief however lies in the 
attempt that is made in using this 
excuse to cover up the inefficiency, 
malpractices and the complicity of 
the law enforcing officers In the 
crime. 

The question of this shortcoming 
arises in the context of, and in the 
wake of, prior precise information. 
Patrolling, whether on the sea or on 
land, has merely a limited effect. In 
fact, any intensification of it can lead 
to abuse of power. Mr H. S. Bandar- 
kar, General Secretary of the Maha¬ 
rashtra Machbimar Kriti Samiti, has 
lodged written complaints with the 
Central and State Government autho¬ 
rities about extortions at sea by 
Customs officials on patrol duty. The 
question is whether there is really 
the desire, the will and the effort on 
the part of the Customs authorities 
to stop the smuggling activities 
whole-heartedly, or is it an exercise 
in misleading the public? There are 
cases on record, even during the 
course of the last few months, of 
patrolling boats sinking innocent fish- 
mg boats, holding innocent fishermen 
>' and eves causing death 


of fishermen at sea. There are no to have their connections with the 

known instances however of similar highest authorities holding adminis- 

rough-shod methods being used by trative as well as political power, 

these preventive authorities against 

known smugglers. _ When smuggled goods arrive, it is 

immediately known to a large num- 
Some junior officers openly admit her of people in the vicinity of the 

they are afraid to take any action evert landing grounds. There is provision 

when they get reliable information, in the Customs rules for giving hand- 

Their fear is that their action may some rewards to persons providing 

Incriminate someone in whom a supe- accurate information. These rewards 

rior officer may be “interested”. Such are far larger than what the smug- 

a protege is, euphemistically enough, gler can pay for the services obtained 

called an ’informant’. It is often by him by way of hire of boats, pay 

thought discreet to keep on the right for crew, porterage etc. This Is 

side, if not altogether away, from obvious from the fact that such re- 

the big smugglers who are alleged wards by the Government are calcu¬ 

lated on the basis of a percentage of 
the seized goods. This percentage 
could be ten per cent or even more. 

When asked about their preference 
to work for the smuggler rather than 
for the Government, the answers 
the people give are most revealing. 
They openly allege that the officers 
are in league with tbe smugglers 
and as such the smugglers would 
come to know their names. They also 
allege that when the information is 
acted upon successfully, the officers 
demand a share from the reward for 
themselves. In some cases the infor¬ 
mant is completely by-passed; a bogus 
informant is set up and the reward 
is nominally shown in his name, 
while the actual amount is taken by 
the officers. The informant just can¬ 
not say anything for the sake of his 
own safety. 

It is sometimes argued that smug¬ 
gling by sea through dhows and fish¬ 
ing boats has completely declined 
yielding place to clandestine imports 
by regular air and sea services. This 
is not entirely true. Smuggling by 
air and sea services has been there 
all along. There are Instances of an 
entire ship being arrested as well as 
crew members of air liners, both for¬ 
eign and Indian, being caught for 
smuggling. Similarly, smuggling by 
individual passengers has also been 
a fact of life. 

During the last decade, if the 
smugglers have carried on with im¬ 
punity, It is not because of any 
supernatural ingenuity on their part 
or the connivance of the preventive 
departments only— there is a persis¬ 
tent feeling in the country that dur¬ 
ing the last ten or more years they 
have made their debut in the murky 
game of power politics. 


S. N. WAGLE, Bombay 


Mathai in 
Rail's IAS list 




M . O. MATHAFs myth shattering 
commentary — “Reminiscences of 
the Nehru Age” raised a virtual storm. 
The book stirred old loyalties and 
shocked those who had placed Mr 
Jawaharlal Nehru on a very high 
pedestal. People called Mathai mean, 
scurrilous and just about any other 
pejorative adjective you could think 
of. But today. New Delhi’s prestigi¬ 
ous Rau’s Study Circle, which 
coaches candidates for VPSC ex¬ 
aminations, has Included the book in 
its list of “Suggested Readings on 
India for Compulsories and Viva 
Voce” for candidates preparing to 
take the IAS examination this year. 
Around 30fl00 candidates appear in 
the examination every year and many 
of them seek guidance from Rau’s. 
Other authors recommended by the 
Study Circle are Aldous Huxley, V, 
S. Naipaul, K. M. Pant Wear, E. M. 
F&riter, or S. Radhakrishnan and 
Arthur Koestler, 








Radha Bai speaks out 


Tale of a persecuted official 


UTJ'OR eight years, Mr D. Rama- 

* chandran (“DR”), the Pondi¬ 
cherry Home Minister, has been try¬ 
ing to ruin me both officially and 
personally,” Miss Radha Bai, a Gov¬ 
ernment official, told SUNDAY in an 
exclusive interview. "If only I had 
cooperated with him and procured 
him a number of mistresses from the 
Shelter Home (rehabilitation home 
for prostitutes), my life wouldn’t have 
become this miserable”, she added 
sarcastically. 

Miss Radha Bai had recently under¬ 
taken a three-week-long fash deman¬ 
ding a probe into DR’s activities. Mr. 
Prabhudas Patwari, the Tamil Nadu 
Governor, who was officiating for a 
brief period as the Lt. Governor of 
Pondicherry, ordered a probe on July 
22 . 

The moment the Governor’s order 
became knovyn, Pondicherry was 
gripped by tension. The ruling Party 
in this Union Territory is the AIAD- 
MK, which also rules Tamil Nadu. 
Mr M. G. Ramachandran issued a 
statement that the Governor had tak¬ 
en “a hasty step”. The Pondicherry 
Chief Minister, Mr S. Ramassamy 
wondered if this was not a conspiracy 
of the local Janata Party to topple 
his Government. DR denied all the 
allegations levelled against him. He 
has threatened to sue Miss Radha Bai 
for “fhe fantastic nonsense she’s 
spreading”. 

Miss Radha Bai is sore with AIAD- 
MK chief Mr M. G. Ramachandran. 
"MGR is a great person who saves 
the chasity of his heroines on the 
silver screen. But in my case, his 
paper “Anna” published a damaging, 
false article last year. And though 
I’ve drawn his attention several times, 
he hasn’t taken interest in my prob¬ 
lems”, she said. 

A 43-year-old spinster, Miss Radha 
Bai is the assistant director for local 
administration in Pondicherry. It’s 
weeks since she has attended the 
office. “For all practical purposes, 
I’m suspended but they haven’t yet 
handed over the order, she said. “I 
am not really interested in going 
back to duty in Pondicherry. What I 
want is a thorough probe which will 
expose the miserable men who have 
no compunction using their official 
power to indulge in ail kinds of per¬ 
versions”. 

Miss Radha Bai continued: “Till 
now DR has not touched me. But he 
certainly would have liked to have 
me. Eight years ago, I used to get a 
steady supply of pornographic books, 
witt all Kinds of lewd pictures. His 
peon used to bring them to me— 
even though I returned, them prom¬ 
ptly, he continued sending the porno 
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This correspondent net Miss Radha 
Bai on August 5. During the three- 
hour-long talk, she never got worked 
up. She lives in a sprawling but sim¬ 
ple house on the Beach Road in Pon¬ 
dicherry. My detractors would want 
you to believe I live in such a good 
place because of my immoral activi¬ 
ties”, she quipped. “My sisters are 
very well-to-do. They have been sup¬ 
porting me...not my lovers...” 

It was her interest in spiritualism 
which made her decide to settle down 
in Pondicherry 18 years ago. “I’m 
from Falghat in Kerala. I studied law 
in Madras and then decided to take 
up a job in Pondicherry because I 
was interested in Sri Aurobindo. How¬ 
ever, after settling down in Pondi¬ 


cherry, I didn't feel like joining the 
Ashram. 

“I had no big problems till 1971. 
DR was the Minister for Social Wel¬ 
fare in the DMK Ministry then and 
I was working as assistant 
director of Social Welfare. 
The Minister had the habit of 
using the inmates of Shelter Home. 
With his money and his connections, 
he could get more fashionable women, 
but here everything was free and he 
could entertain his friends too”. 

“A couple of months later, the 
director of my department was away 
In New Delhi and I received some 
complaints from the Shelter Home. 
The inmates complained that they 
were used for sexual purposes 
against their wishes. And what’s 
worse; they hardly got any remune¬ 
ration nor food” 

She paused for a couple of minutes: 
“I would have not bothered about 
all this- womanising had it not hap- 


Rameeza Bee in the 
news again _ 

Is AP Police in a revengeful mood ? 

T WENTY-six-year-old Rameeza 
Bee. whose alleged rape in a 
police station in Hyderabad on 
March 21 last led to unprecedent¬ 
ed disturbances which jolted Dr. 

Channa Reddy’s Ministry, hit the 
headlines again in the last week 
of July when she was arrested on 
the charge of kidnapping three 
minor girls from her native village 
in Kurnool district for use in the 
flesh trade. She and the three 
minors were traced in Hyderabad 
on a flash message from Nandi- 
kotkur, a remote village in 
Kurnool. She Is now under judicial 
custody. 

The public’s reaction to the news 
of the arrest has been one of un¬ 
disguised cynicism. Activities of 
the State police are under a cloud 
in the wake of the March-April 
disturbances and the evidence 
presented before the Mukthdaar 
Commission appointed to go into 
the rape charge and death of 
Raineeza’s husband due to police 
beating. 



Rameeza Bee : false charges ? 


The commission’s report is 
said to have passed severe stric¬ 
tures against the police. What is 
apparent is that the police arc 
labouring to prove that Rameeza 
Bee is a woman of easy virtue, 
but the real issue is whether, 
even granting that she is of that 
character, she was raped and 
beaten and whether her husband 
died due to police excesses. The 
police evidently think that the 
public will be mollified, if they 


can conclusively prove that 
Rameeza bad shady antecedents. 

In the latest kidnapping incident 
the police see a windfall for them¬ 
selves. Rameeza’s reported con¬ 
fessions to. senior police officials 
after her recent arrest are In 
sharp contrast with what she ha<J 
deposed before the judicial com¬ 
mission. She is believed to 
have now said that the earlier 
deposition was made under the 
“influence” of Opposition Parties, 
notably the Majlis Ittebadull 
Muslimeen. 

D. SITARAM, Hyderabad 
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Radha Bai: struggle against heavy 
odds 

r ned in the Shelter Home...but once 
realised what was happening I 
decided to make a report. The direc¬ 
tor was rather worried about my 
report. Soon the Minister heard 
about it. DR had tried several times 
to meet me but 1 had refused, say¬ 
ing it wasn’t proper for a non-gaze- 
tted officer like me to meet a Mini¬ 
ster. On one or two occasions, ho 
did meet me. Hints were thrown— 
if I were to co-operate, I would get 
promotions and various other bene¬ 
fits. I flatly refused.” 

'T'HIS source of "moral support” is 
* an IAS officer, Miss Radha Bai’s. 
lover for nearly a dozen years. "You 
might have heard so many stories 
about me. One Tamil magazine 
wrote that I have a child. I’m pre¬ 
pared to undergo an examination— 
the truth is that I’m in love with an 
administrative officer and we know 
we can’t get married. He belongs to 
another caste and he doesn’t want 
to hurt his orthodox parents.” 


Miss Radha Bai said she has tried 
to encourage him to get married 
many times: “But he is obdurate. He 
says if at all he’ll marry someone, it 
will be me. In spite of all these 
scandals, he has never wavered in 
his love for me”. 


Soon after her return from Karai- 
kal, she tried to maintain a low 
profile but DR was hell-bent in win¬ 
ning her obedience, she said. So for 
17 months she stayed out of office. 
“Naturally, this long leave resulted 
in loss of pay”. She rejoined duty 
in the middle of ’75. “VVe had a 
new Lt. Governor and 1 expected 
justice from Mr Kulkarni. He show¬ 
ed some genuine concern in the 
beginning but I guess, he was pres¬ 
surised By the politicians—so my 
misery continued. And 1 undertook 
a long fast on Gandhi Jayanti day. It 
lasted for 19 days and I broke it 
when Lt. Governor Kulkarni gave 
me the assurance that he would 
order an inquiry. 


The Inspector Genera] of Police, 
who held the enquiry, submitted his 
repot* to the Pondy Chief Secretary 


a couple of weeks later. According 
to the Chief Secretary. Mr Partha- 
sarathy, the 1GP couldn’t find any 
proof of DR having indulged in 
womanising. “The real truth will 
surface only when the existing IAS 
officers are transferred from Pon¬ 
dicherry”, Miss Radha Bai said. 
"They are suppressing so much 
vital information. The vigilance cell, 
Pm sure, has pictures snowing the 
Home Minister indulging in sexual 
orgies. But who has the courage to 
stand up against a powerful Mini¬ 
ster? Many of the bureaucrats are 
corrupt ana naturally they are care* 
ful of what they say”. 

After her first fast, she disconti¬ 
nued going to office. “I was fed up 
with the snide remarks and the 
amorous advances made by heavy¬ 
weights in the Administration. Some 
started spreading stories that I was 
going mad. Some Tamil paper even 
alleged that I roamed in the office 
with no clothes on, holding a knife 
in the hand, longing for “my ene¬ 


mies’ blood”. 

In December 1977, she began fas¬ 
ting again and it was only when the 
Pondy Chief Minister, Mr S. Rama¬ 
ssamy, assured her of his sympa¬ 
thies, that she discontinued the fast. 
“But nothing happened. It is known 
to everybody that there are serious 
differences between the CM and the 
Home Minister. DR has been long¬ 
ing to become the CM for many 
years. Yet Mr Ramassamy didn't 
take any action against DR. 

She has become a heroine in many 
quarters. The Janata Party would 
like her to join them. The DMK has 
made her their heroine as well: the 
DMK-backed paper has highlighted 
her plight. But the DMK isn't really 
being heroic. The Party bosses are 
hoping to damage the political career 
of DR since Mr. D. Ramachandran 
was the first among the DMK heavy¬ 
weights to join MGR's Tarty. 

ARTHUR PAIS, Pondicherry 


Pondy's attitude to 
language issue 


F NDICHERRY, the tiny Union 
Territory in the South has 
five official languages. And one 
can hear all of them being used 
in its Legislative Assembly. Te- 
lugu is used by Kamichetty Sri 
Parassurama Varaprasada Rao, 
who is an elected member from 
Yanam, a former French settle¬ 
ment adjoining the East Godavari 
District in Andhra Pradesh. Mr 
Raghavan, a Marxist member re¬ 
presenting Mahe, near Telecherry, 
(Kerala) speaks only in Malaya- 
lam. Bengali was also used but it 
was stopped after Chandernagoru 
joined the State of West Bengal in 
1952. Tamil is spoken by a majo¬ 
rity of the people; French and 
English are also used. The last 
named is the administrative lan¬ 
guage. From November 1954 when 
the French transferred Pondi¬ 
cherry and other enclaves to the 
Indian Union, English was slowly 
introduced in the administration. 
But the ratification of the Treaty 
of Cession was delayed and ulti¬ 
mately the territories were mer¬ 
ged with the Indian Union only 
on August 16, 1962. 

"We do tolerate other langua¬ 
ges but we cannot tolerate fanati¬ 
cal affection for Hindi," Mr S. 
Ramassamy. the Pondicherry Chief 
Minister, told this correspondent. 
“We are not against the language 
as such; many schools here teach 
Hindi but we certainly don’t like 
the way it is being pushed upon 
us.” As a student, Mr Ramassamy 
had participated in a number of 
anti-Hindi agitations. “And we 
are prepared to take a firm stand 


against the imposition,” he said. 
The A-IADMK leader is certain 
that he will command adequate 
support for this purpose from the 
DMK as well as the Congress. 

The Bill authorising Hindi trans¬ 
lations ot Acts and ordinances and 
optional use of Hindi in the high 
courts in the Union Territories 
may not have an easy passage in 
the Parliament. “For all one 
knows, it may be dropped but we 
are quite hurt over it, Mr Siva- 
prakasam, a Congress MLA, told 
me. Pondicherry has no high 
court. But no one knows Hindi 
in the other courts. "You won’t 
find anybody knowing Hindi in 
the secretariat,” Mr Sivaprakasam 
said. “Unless we employ people 
from the Aurobindo Ashram, 
there can’t be any translations. 
And where are the Hindi type¬ 
writers? And more than anything, 
who wants to use Hindi. Not many 
schools here teach Hindi, it will 
take years for that language to 
take roots here,” the Congress 
MLA added. 

When every politician seems to 
be against the use of Hindi as the 
link language, Mr Ansari Durai- 
samy, a Janata MLA in Pondi¬ 
cherry said: “This is my personal 
opinion. I am told Hindi is an easy 
language to learn. So why should 
it not be the link language?” 
When this correspondent asked 
him how much of Hindi he knows, 
he was embarrassed. “I am too 
old to learn it,” he said. 

A. P. 
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BABUJI'S WIT 


ONE OP THE major assets of 
Babu Jagjivan Ram, easily the 
most impressive of the present lot 
of Ministers, is an abundant sup¬ 
ply of classy wit: intelligent 
sabre thrusts that can leave a 
permanent scar on the victim 
(remember the one and a half 
people who ruled the country) ? 
The other day Babuji was in a 
good mood and sharing a crack 
or two about his former adver¬ 
sary Chaudbury Charan Singh. 
Babuji was not at all in a malici¬ 
ous mood, and his jokes were not 
only aimed at the Chaudhury; 
indeed, on closer inspection, and 
looking at all the double mean¬ 
ings, one could even surmise that 
the Chaudhury was not the main 
butt of Babuji’s humdur. Sample: 
“While everyone here is a cut¬ 
throat bridge player, Charan 
Singh insists on playing sweep 
(this simple card game is Charan 
Singh’s favourite) No wonder he 
lost.” Sample 2: "What does 
Chaudhury mean by saying that 
he has been treated like a peon by 
the Prime Minister? Doesn’t he 
know that a peon of^the Govern¬ 
ment of India enjoys '’job security 
which no Minister has? I am not 
surprised that he failed as Home 
Minister—he didn’t learn a basic 
fact, that it is very difficult to 
dismiss a peon and very easy to 
dismiss a Minister.” 


AND NOW KANTI 
NAGAR 


NEW DELHI is a corrupt city, 
and the more you see its many 
facets, the more you realise how 
deep the corruption has seeped 
into the city’s life. This is not a 
corruption which began with inde¬ 
pendence; the Delhiwallah’s 
jee hxuoori dates back to the days 
of the Mugbals The city wor¬ 
ships every rising son, with in¬ 
discriminate devotion: of course, 
every risen father or mother is 
worshipped with no less enthu¬ 
siasm. The city has perfected the 
art of sycophancy. You have, in 
Delhi, Gandhi Nagar, Rajindcr 
Nagar, Jawahar Nagar, Patel 
Nagar, Kamala Nagar, Pant 
Nagar, Shashtri Nagar, Kasturba 
Nagar, Indira Nagar and. during 
the Emergency, there inevitably 
came a Sanjay Nagar. Now, a 
colony in the trans-Jamuna area 
has been renamed. Kanti Nagar— 
after the new power behind the 
throne. The people of the area 
arc trying to develop this colony, 
and they hope (with the evidence 
of history behind them) that the 


use of Kanti Desai’s name will get 
them special concessions flrom 
the local authorities Let’s see 
how much they benefit. 


BUREAUCRATIC 

GAMES 


THE QUARRELS between the 
Prime Minister and the former 
Union Home Minister have rang¬ 
ed over a wide spectrum. Inevit¬ 
ably, they have had their 
differences over who should be 
given which job in the bureau¬ 
cracy. Having your man in the 
right place obviously has its 
advantages. There is a tussle on 
at the moment over who should 
head the Intelligence Bureau. 
The Chaudhury, though out of 
powe \ is backing the incum¬ 
bent S. Malhur, while the PM is 


believed to want a change — to 
P. Rajgopal, the secretary of the 
Shah Commission. Both men have 
excellent records, but the self- 
effacing Mathur is more popular 
with his department. Incidentally, 
one of the findings of the Shah 
Commission has been that during 
the Emergency, the IB stuck 
strictly to the facts while making 
its reports, while RAW, the CBI 
and the local police often fudged 
things to suit politicians. Mathur 
has still some years of service 
left, while Rajgopal is due to 
retire in another two years. If 
Mathur is replaced, it will be 
difficult to fit him in anyhere — 
he is occupying one of the high¬ 
est police posts in the country. 
You can’t go much higher than 
chief of IB. 


D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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STAR 

WARS 


*********** 



Artoo-Detoo is found and insists on reaching his real 
owner Obi-wan Kenobi, alias Ben Kenobi. Ben finally 
discovers Leia's full SOS message—an appeal for help 
in the war against the evil Empire. Leia is still in 
captivity. 


M EANWHILE, aboard the Imperial 
spaceship, Princess Leia was 
putting up a brave and spirited fight, 
refusing—^even with the use of the 
mind probe—to reveal the location of 
the rebel base. 

“It’ll be sometime before we can 
extract any information from her,” 
said Vader thoughtfully. “Perhaps 
she would respond to an alternative 
form of persuasion.” 

Tarkin agreed. 

"I think it is time we demonstrat¬ 
ed the full power of this station,” 
he said. “Let's set a course for 
Alderaan!” 

S OLO’s pirate starship was huge 
but it looked as if it needed 
some attention 

“She’ll make point five past light 
speed,” he promised his passengers 
as they boarded the craft. “She may 
not look much but she’s got it where 
it counts. I’ve made a lotta special 
modifications myself. But we’re, a 
little rushed, so let’s get outta here.” 

Solo and his co-pilot, Chewbacca, 
soon proved they could handle the 
ship. With tremendous power it 
pulled away from the planet and was 
soon in space. It did not take Solo 
long, however, to discover that his 
passengers were a little hotter than 
be had thought. 

Hardly had they moved into space 
when an Imperial Cruiser was after 
them. 

“Try and hold ’em off,” he said to 
Chewbacca. “Angle the deflector 
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shield while I make the calculations 
for the jump to light speed.” 

Suddenly more Imperial ships 
loomed into view. 

"Stay sharp!” shouted Solo. 
“There’s two more coming in. They’re 
gonna try and cut us off.” 

Luke was puzzled. 

“Why don’cha outrun ’em ?” he 
asked. “1 thought you said this 
thing was fast.” 

“Watch your mouth, kid, or you’re 
gonna find yourself floating home,” 
snapped Solo. “We’ll be safe enough 
once we make the jump to hyper- 
spacc.” 

Outside, laser firing rocked the 
ship as the enemies drew closer. 

“How long before you can make 
the jump to light speed?” asked 
Ben, trying to sound unruffled. 

“It’ll take a few minutes to get 
the co-ordinates from the navi-com¬ 
puter. Travelling through hyper¬ 
space isn’t like dusting crops. With¬ 
out precise calculations we could fly 
right through a star or bounce too 
close to a supernova and that’ll end 
our trip real quick.” 

He made a couple of more hasty 
calculations. Then: 

“We’re losin’ our deflector shield. 
Go strap yourselves in. ‘I’m gonna 
make the jump to light speed.” 

Through the dome, the passengers 


could see the galaxy burst With 
light. The whole heavens seemed 
to be ablaze and a thunderous roar¬ 
ing sound came from the ship. Luk^, 
and and two robots were terrified. 


It was as if they were fighting 
tlieir way through an impenetrable 
barrier. Then, as if by magic, a 
calmness came all around them. 
They had broken through to light 
speed. 

A BOARD Death Star, General 
Motti announced that they had 
entered the Alderaan system. Leia 
was not exactly sure what was going 
to happen but she managed to re¬ 
main calm. Then she saw a figure 
which she instantly recognised' and 
it chilled her blood: Grand Mo& 
Tarkin. the most evil man in the 
galaxy, a man feared by almost 
everyone. 

“Governor Tarkin,” she said, still 
with spirit. “I should have ex¬ 
pected to find you holding Vader’s 
leash. I recognised your foul stench 
when I was brought on board.” 

“Charming,” replied Tafkin. 
“Charming...to the last. You don’t 
know how hard I found it signing 
the order to terminate your life.” 

“I’m surprised you had the cour¬ 
age to take the responsibility,” said 
Leia scornfully. 

Tarkin turned away, towards 
another part of the ship. 

“Princess Leia,” he said quietly, 
“before your execution I would like 
you to be my guest at a ceremony 
that will make this battle station 
operational. No star system will 
dare oppose the Emperor now. In a 
Way you have determined the choice 
of the planet that'll be destroyed 
first. Since you are reluctant to 
provide us with the location of tl \> 
rebel base, I have chosen to test 
this station’s destructive power on 
your home planet...of Alderaan!” 

At last Leia's spirit was broken. 
She looked in horror at her 
tormentor. 


“No!” she cried. “Alderaan Is 
peaceful. We have no weapons.” 

Tarkin smiled. 

“You would prefer another target?” 
he asked. “A military target. Then 
name the system! Where is the 
rebel base?” 

Leia looked down at her planet, 
lying peacefully below, and she knew 
she could not watch while it was 
blown to pieces. 

“Dontooinc,” she said with a cob. 
“They’re on Dantooine.” 

Tarkin smiled slyly. 

“There, you see, Lord Vader, she 
can be reasonable*” He tarned to 




one of bis men. “Continue with the 
operation. You may fire when 
ready." 

“What?” gasped Leia. 

"You’re far too trusting,” said 
Tarkln. “Dontooine is too remote 
to make an effective demonstration, 
but don’t worry, we will deal with 
your rebel friends soon enough.” 

“No!” screamed Leia, realising 
how cruelly she had been tricked. 
"Please no!” 

But Tarkin took no notice. 

"Commence primary ignition," 
ordered Vader. 

A man at the vast control system 
pushed a button and lights flashed. 
Levers were pulled and checks made 
on dials. Suddenly beams of laser 
emanated from the cone-shaped fir¬ 
ing area and soon they came together 
into one beam which stretched 
downward. 

With tremendous power the laser 
beam struck the peaceful planet of 
Alderaan. Suddenly the planet 
became a huge ball of red fire. Then, 
without warning, it exploded into a 
billion pieces, destroyed...blown out 
of existence. 

S O great was the explosion that 
Luke, Ben and Solo felt It 
aboard their pirate ship and they 
feared that something terrible had 
happened. Even so, as they made 
their way to Alderaan they did not 
guess the terrible truth. 

At first they thought they must 
have gone .off course. But a quick 


check confirmed that this was not 
the case. 

“Our position is correct,” said 
Solo. “Except—-no Alderaan.” 

“What do you mean,” demanded 
Luke. “Where is it?” 

“That’s what I’ir trying to tell yon 
kid,” said Solo. “It ain't there. It’s 
been totally blown away.” 

Ben knew the truth now. 

“Destroyed," he announced. “By 
the Empire”. 

Their thoughts were dashed by 
the appearance of an Imperial 
fighter—a short-range fighter. And 
this posed another question. 

“There aren’t any bases around 
here where it could come from,” 
said Solo. "A fighter that size 
couldn’t get this deep into space ou 
its own.” 

“Well he ain’t gonna be around 
long enough to tell anyone about 
us,’ 7 said Solo giving chase. 

“He’s heading for that small 
moon,” said Luke. 

“1 think I can get him before he 
gets there," said Solo. “He’s almost 
in range.” 

But soon the travellers were in 
for another shock. It was Ben who 
spoke first. 

“That’s not a moon!” he gasped. 
“It’s a space station.” 

"It's too big to be a space station,” 
argued Solo, now really alarmed. 



Princess Leia in her detention cham¬ 
ber : Who’s there! 


"I have a very bad feeling about 
this,” he said, speaking for everyone. 

“Turn the ship around,” ordered 
Ben. 

“I think you’re right," said Solo. 
“Full reverse, Chewic. Lock in the 
auxiliary power!” 

Chewbacca made some funny 

sounds. 

“Cbewie,” ordered Solo again, 

“lock in the auxiliary power.” 

“Why are we still moving towards 
it?” cried Luke. 

“Were caught in a tractor beam.” 
said an astonished Solo. "It's pull¬ 
ing us in. And there’s nothing I can 
do about it. I’m full power. I’m 
gonna have to shut down." 

Aboard Death Star there was 
much excitement. 

“We’ve captured a freighter enter¬ 
ing the remains of the Alderaan 
system,” Tarkin was told by one of 
his men. “It’s markings are the 
same as those of the ship that 
blasted its way out of Mos Eisley." 

“They must be trying to return 
the 'stolen plans to the Princess,” 
said Vader. “She may yet be of 
some use to us.” 

When the Imperial forces boarded 
Solo’s ship they could find no one. 
Ail the passengers were hidden in 
special compartments which the pilot 
used for smuggling. 

Once the troops were convinced 
there was no one aboard they re- 
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that Luke, Solo and Chewbacca 
managed to pick off some of the men 
and garb themselves as stormtroop- 
ers, masks covering their faces. Thus 
disguised they managed to penetrate 
the Death Star in search of a com* 
puter outlet. It was Threepio who 
found it. 

“Plug in Artoo-Detoo,” said Ben. 
“He should be able to interpret the 
entire Imperial network.” 

Threepio did as he was told, and 
Artoo-Detoo's head began to spin 
and lights flashed. He beeped 
constantly. 

“He says he's found the main 
controls to the power beam,” trans¬ 
lated Threepio. “It’s the beam 
that’s holding our ship here. He’ll 
try to make the precise location 
appear on the monitor. The tractor 
beam is coupled to the main reactor 
in seven locations. A power loss at 
one of the terminals will allow the 
ship to leave.” 

Ben studied the computer. 

“I don’t think you boys can help," 
he said. "I must go alone." 

Luke protested. 

“Be patient, Luke,” said the old 
man kindly. “Stay and watch over 
the droids. They rryist be delivered 
safely or other star systems will 
suffer the same fate as Alderaan. 
Your destiny lies along a different 
path from mine. The Force will be 
with you." 

When Ben had gone, Artoo-Detoo 
began beeping again. 

“What is it?" Luke asked. 

“He keeps saying, I've found her, 
she’s here' ” said Threepio. “He 
says the Princess is here." 

“Where is she?" asked Luke. 

“Level Five. Detention. Block AA- 
Twenty-three. I’m afraid she’s 
scheduled to be terminated.” 

“Oh, no!” gasped Luke. “We've 
got to do something.” 

“What are you talking about?" 
demanded Solo, now completely 
confused. 

“The drpids belong to her,” ex¬ 
plained Luke. “She’s the one in the 
message. We gotta help her.” 

“The old man wants us to remain 
hidden here," protested Solo. 

“But he didn't know she was 
here,” argued Luke. “Look, will 
you just nnd a way into that deten¬ 
tion block? She’s rich and powerful. 
If you were to rescue her, the re¬ 
ward would be more wealth than 
you: can imagine.” 


“All right,” agreed Solo. “But 
you better be right about this." 

Soon Luke had devised a plan. 
They would put Chewbacca in bind¬ 
ers—sort of handcuffs—to make it 
look as if he was a prisoner and they 
were escorting him to the detention 
block. Chewbacca agreed. Threepio 
and Artoo-Detoo were to close the 
door when they had gone and re¬ 
main hidden as best they could. 

During their long walk to the area 
where the detention block was 
situated they received several odd 
glances from other troopers. 

"Where, are you taking this thing?” 
asked one. 

“Prisoner transfer from cell block 
one-one-three-eight,” said Luke. 

The officer was suspicious and soon 
Luke and Solo realised they had a 
fight on their hands. Guns were 
pulled and bullets and laser beams 
came from all angles. The corridors 
filled with smoke, but luck was with 
the boys and soon they had captured 
the control panel. 

“We've got to find which cell this 
Princess of yours is in," said Solo 
breathlessly. “Here we are—'Twenty- 
one-eight-seven. You go and get 
her.” 

In another part of the ship, some¬ 
one had realised all was not well. 

“What happened?" came a voice 
over the comtink. 

“Had a slight weapons malfunction 
but everything is all right now," said 
Luke. 


But the man did not believe him. 

Meanwhile, still dressed as a 
stormtrooper, Luke had found the 
Princess in her cell. 

“I’m Luke Skywalker,'! he said 
quickly. “I’ve come to rescue you. 
I’ve got your R2-Unit. I’m here 
with Ben Kenobi.” 

There was no time for more ex- 
lanations. Already Vader and 
arkin had been warned of an 
emergency alert in the detention 
block in which the Princess was 
kept. 

“Put all sections on alert!” order¬ 
ed Tarkin. 

“Obi-wan is here!” gasped Vader. 
“I can feel it. A tremor in the 
Force. The last time l felt it, was 
in the presence of my old master. 
The Force is with him!” 

"If you are right, he must not be 
allowed to escape,” said Tarkin. 

"I must face him alone,” said 
Vader quietly. 

As the rebels, along with the 
Princess, ran down the corridor they 
realised that most of the escape 
routes had been cut off. Using a 
comlink transmitter to contact 
Threepio, they put their problem to 
him: was there another way out of 
the cell? 

“All systems have been alerted to 
your presence, sir,” shouted Threepio 
above the firing. “The main entrance 
seems to be the only way in or out” 

“There isn't another way out," 
said Luke, dismayed. To b# commu»«i 
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this india _ 

AHMEDARAD: Test lube; baby? Bah. 
Indians bad done it thousands of years 
ago. Sixty thousand sons of the ancient 
King Sng.ira were raised from the embryo 
stage in a gourd shell, it is claimed by 
Shantbhu Mabaraj, a Hindu religious 
leader. He claimed that the king’s wife 
had deposited the embryo in a gourd 
shell which was kept in a pot filled with 
ghee—Indian Express (K. Ci. Venkalosh, 
Bangalore) 

CALCUTTA: Some soccer fans, on their 
way back from the maidan, hurled 
stones on Acharya Jagdish Bose Road, 
damaging the glass panes of nine build¬ 
ings. Three people were arrested. A 
police spokesman said that stones were 
thrown "to celebrate the victory" of their 
favourite team—The Statesman (S. K. 
Dutta, Jorhat) 

NEW DELHI: At the height of the 
summer rush, a special train from 
Ahmedabad to Delhi on May 22 last, ran 
almost empty, the Lok Sabha was told, 
The Minister of State for Railways. Mr 
Sheo Narain, replied in the affirmative to 
Mr S. R. Damani who asked whether it 
was a fact that the special train started 
with only two dozen first class passeng¬ 
ers in three coaches and not a single 
passenger in all the second class coaches, 
which ran almost empty throughout the 
32-hour-journey— Times of India (Jagdish 
Rao, Chandigarh) 

CHANDIGARH:- Burglars have upset the 
plans of the Chandigarh police to 
participate in the forthcoming Indepen¬ 
dence Day celebrations on a grand scale. 
"Every man we have has been put out at 
night patrolling to stop burglaries," says 
the SSP, Mr Gautuiri Kaul. Not many 
are left to rehearse for the items the 
police planned to present at the celebra¬ 
tions. Police participation will, therefore, 
he restricted to a few contingents taking 
part in the march past —The Tribune (R. 
Jagdish, Bombay) 

BOMBAY: Perhaps the shortest political 
fast was undertaken between breakfast 


without comment 


CLASH OF personalities is generally 
expected in backward politics—Jayepra- 
kash Narayan. 

IF NATHURAM GODSE could be tried by 
a special court, why not Mrs Indira Gan¬ 
dhi whose crimes are many times more 
heinous than those committed by Gan- 
dhiji’s assasin—E. M. S. Namboodripad. 

Humpty Dumpty sat on a throne, 

JJown by the people she was thrown. 
All her Stephens ami Sathes, 

Cannot put her again on the throne. 
—H. V. Kamath in the Lok Sabha.. 

WHATEVER ELSE it may be. our Gov- 
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prize rs 30 lor the entry given first 

and lurich by Mr M. N. Govindan Nair, 
CPricadcr, who was demanding judicial 
enquiry iuto the police firing at Agra. 
Mr Nair had begun the fast around 9 a.m. 
He did not e ven have to miss his lunch 
— Time s of India (E. S. Rainakrishnan, 
Calcutta) 

MADRAS: The police have removed a 
number of obscene cinema hoardings, 
found in various places in South Madras. 
The Police Conimissioncr, Mr P. Parama- 
guru. told newsmen that action would be 
taken against persons concerned, like 
publicity agents, the artists and owners 
of land whe.rc such hoardings are erect¬ 
ed. He. said that such obscene hoardings 
were on the increase of late, causing 
traffic hazards and accidents and affecting 
the public morale —The Hindu (M. A. 
Ramnswamy, Madras) 

NEW DELHI: The family or Raja 
Vishveshvar Rao, an Independent member 
of the Lok Sabha, is now sleeping in the 
open. He was evicted from his bungalow 
on Rakab Gani Road where he had been 
staying for tne last 18 months. The 
eviction order issued by the Director of 
Estates was served on the family while 
Mr Rao was away in Maharashtra. The 
evicting party, accompanied by police 
officials from the North Avenue police 
post, broke open the lock of the room 
occupied by Mr Rao. The latter’s 18- 
ycar-old son. Jagannatha Rao, said he 
was fnrred out of the house along with 
his brother and nephew, aged 10 and 11 
respectively —The Hindu (C. Jayaraman, 
Madras) 

HYDERABAD! The Hyderabad City 
Police today traced a six-month baby 
missing from its cradle in its grand¬ 
parents' house and have arrested the 
baby’s maternal uncle, Giridhar. Three 
persons, alleged to have aided and abett¬ 
ed Giridhar in the kidnapping and ransom 
demand for Rs 40,000, are still at large. 
It is from the residence of one of the 
suspects that the child was recovered— 
The Sunday Standard (V. Prakasam, 
Madras) 


ernment in New Delhi is not Gandhian— 
Rajmohan Gandhi in Indian Express. 

WE WILL be doing our humanitarian 
duties with subjective approach and 
objective adjustment — P. R. Sarkar 
(Anandamurti) quoted in India Today. 

DABBLING IN Janata politics is perhaps 
a “cultural” activity for Balasaheb Deo- 
ras —New Age. 

THE SINS of ommission and conimmis- 
sion of the present Government would 
require a super Shah Commission to in¬ 
vestigate—Frank Anthony in The Illus¬ 
trated Weekly of India. 


humour in real life 




















a word or two 


A FEW lamplit words this week, 
in tune with the spirit of 
power cuts. Lamp and (antem are 
quite simple: they both come from 
a Greek word meaning to shine. 
Candle is from a Latin word, also 
meaning to shine. Torch is more 
interesting. Its Latin root means 
to twist! In the olden days, 
torches were made by twisting a 
bunch of tow and dipping it in oil 
or tallow. Later on, the word 
was transferred to a portable 
electric light. 



Battery has a long story too. It 
actually means beating or “batter¬ 
ing", and is used in this sense in 
criminal law. It was applied to a 
group of cannons, placed together 
to beat down the enemy forces 
more effectively. Thus any com¬ 
bination of devices or instruments 
to create more power came to be 
called a battery. An electrical or 
galvanic battery uses a number of 
cells to generate power: hence its 
name—extended gradually even to 
a single cell. 

Incidentally, few of us know 
the precise implications of “load¬ 
shedding" itself. The total area 
under an electric supply system, 
ani) hence the; total demand made 
upon it, constitute its “load”. 
When this demand exceeds the 
supply, there is no alternative but 
to switch off the supply in a part 
of the area,, thereby shedding a 
part of the “load” of demand. 

WORDSPINNER 


Wuttntiont/Himiniih Qotwsmi 


stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 


I N 1975, immediately after the Helsinki 
Summit, ex-U.S. President Ford went 
to Romania on a State visit. The Pre¬ 
sident and his entourage were put up in 
the 500-year-old Dracula Castle on the 
craggy Carpathian mountains with its 
picturesque settings. Asked to comment 
on his first night's experience President 
Ford intoned—“Absolutely nothing sup¬ 
ernatural about which we heard a great 
deal". His Secretary of State, Henry 
Kissinger, jocularly interjected — “The 
spirit of Count Dracula and politicians 
can never be intimate bed-fellows." 

The lean and hungry looks of Christo¬ 
pher Lee have immortalised the blood¬ 
sucking Count Dracula in films. But 
unlike the bloodthirsty monster that Bela 
l.ugosi made famous, the fifteenth-century 
prince, Vlad Tepes alias Count Dracula 
was not a vampire. He did not nibble the 
alabaster necks of sleeping maidens. He 
was uot repelled by garlic or a cross. But 
he was a genuine tyrant who ruled the 
Romanian legion of Waliachia (not 
Transylvania), until his death ou August, 
30, 1476. with a sadism that was extreme 
even in those days. But modern entre¬ 
preneurs, even the Socialist ones, can 
find a bit of good in just about every¬ 
thing. Early last year, the Romanian 
Government proclaimed Dracula a 
national hero and enthusiastically pushed 
a tourist-promotion programme aimed at 
luring visitors to Dracula Land. 

“The real Dracula relcntessly fought 
for the cause of the Romanian people” 
insisted an official of the Government 
tourist agency and a Romanian writer 
maintained that Dracula's real intent was 
to “reform the morals and manners of 
the people”. If true, Vlad the Impaler 
went about it in a peculiar way. Like 
any historical figure of the distant past, 
countless legends, are associated with the 
character of Count Dracula. In order to 
show his ruthlessness to the neighbour¬ 
ing Turks who were preparing an invasion, 
Dracula (the name means “son of the 
devil") impaled thousands of his subjects 
on wooden stakes and displayed their 
bodies at the border. When he became 
angered at seeing the poor beg for food, 
he summoned them to a banquet in a 
large house—then bolted the doors and 
set the house on fire. When a group of 
Turkish ambassadors declined to take oft 
their fezes in his presence and politely 
explained that this was the custom In 
their country, Dracula replied, “Then I 
wish to help strengthen you in your 
custom”. With that, he ordered the 
Turk’s fezes nailed to their heads. 

In the six years of his tyrannical 
reign. Dracula slaughtered more than a 
lakh of people—usually torturing them 
and leaving tnem to die slow deaths. But 
his murd-rs have meant huge sums of 
foreign exchange from tourists. Romania 
last year pocketed more than $15 million 
from the tourists who visited Dracula’s 
castles in the forests of Waliachia and 


(he craggy Carpathian' mountains. The 
Romanian Government has arranged a: 
package tour called "Dracula, Legend' 
and Truth". Its high pints are visits' 
to the ruins of Castle Dracula, the 
tyrant’s mountain-top fortress built for ; 
rival barons whom Dracula enslaved, and 
the monastery on Snagov island where 
Dracula's body is said to have been , 
buried. His severed head was sent to: 
Constantinople by the Turks who killed- 
him. 

The fictional Dracula was invented by 
British novelist Bram Stoker in 18a7 and 
the Romanians have gone to some length* 
to cash in on the book’s popularity. 
Tourist offices have recreated tne Golden 
Korne Hotel of Stoker’s novel and offer 
visitors the same meal that Dracula’s 
nemesis, Jonathan Harkar, ate—frigauri 
haiducesti (shikh kabab) and white wine 
to be eaten to the taped sound of howl' 
ing wolves. As if that were not enough,: 
the tourist authorities have also begun 
to build Dracula nightclubs and a faked 
ruined castle, complete with cemetery 
and torture chamber, near Prundui 
Birgauhii, the site of Stoker's imaginary 
castle. 

Recently the great nephew of Bram 
Stoker, Dan Farson, reviewed the world¬ 
wide repercussions of his great unde’* 
book in a BBC television documentary 
There have been more than 200 movies 
made on the subject since the book was 
written at the end of the nineteen^ 
century. The story is set in Norther 
Romania and though Bram Stoker h» 
never set foot there, he describes th 
landscape and buildings with uncanny ac 
curacy entirely based on documents he ha 
studied iu the British Museum. The BB< 
showed shots actually taken in Norther 
Romania—oppressive, thickly wooded hill 
enveloped in swirling mists just as the 
were described in the book. In th 
middle of eighteenth century there seem 
to have been an epidemic of vampirisr 
with reports of vampires ranging th. 
countryside by night and sucking th 
blood of victims who then turned int- 
yampires themselves. This must hav 
inspired Stoker to write the “epic”. 

Though the Dracula tourist induitry I 
now flourishing there is one difficulty 
But for all their willingness to exploi 
the vampire boom, the Romanian Govern 
ment still bans Stoker’s novel and a! 
Western Dracula films because they pain 
an unpatriotic picture of the good ctmn' 
Vlad Tepes. 

“I wish I could see the movies”, sait 
one guide on the Dracula tour pro 
gramme. “As ft is now, I have to as! 
tourists how Dracula the vampire wa 
depicted in the picture,”. But the fac 
remains that 500 years after his deatl 
Count Dracula continues to haunt th 
minds of people like a hovering spirit. 

JAHAR DAS 
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IT'S 50RT OF 
TRADITIONAL FOR A 
P06 TO BRIN6 IN 
THE NEWSPAPER 
SO THAT'S WHAT I 
WANT VCHJ TO DO... 
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THI5 WILL BE HOOK. JOB.. YOU WAIT 
HERE FOR THE PAPER80V TO COME BY, 
ANP THEN HOH 9R1N6 IN THE PAPER... 






science 



Today’s robots have more than all that is special about a healthy, wise man: artificial sensory systems, muscles » 
md hands and extraordinary brains. Some industrial assembly lines and laboratories depend entirely on them . 
The latest generation currently undergoing trials threaten to render human labour superfluous, a conference in 
Stuttgart, West Germany, was recently told. The Bonn Research Minister, Mr Volker Hauv then struck upon the 
Hovel idea of using robots to do the 'dirty' work—jobs that are either monotonous or a health hazard. There are 
in all, only 520 industrial robots currently in use in West Germany. One in four is used iri file motor industry— 
like this one-armed robot at the Volkswagen plant that places sheet metal on a press. But the present market 
value of DM30m is expected to treble by 1980. 
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ARIES (March 21 — April 20) Vour atfalrs 
progress satislactorily in spite of some initim 
anxiety and annoyance. Translate your plans 
into action and do not be deterred by the 
opposition ot an elder. Safeguard your own 
health as well as that of your family. This is an unfavour¬ 
able week for plans involving courtship, travel and chanaes. 
Love, social and domestic activities show a vast Improve¬ 
ment. Good dates: 27, 28, 1 and 2. Lucky numbers: 4 and 
9. Favourable directions: South and East. 

TAURUS (April 21 — May 22) Pleasant new 
friendships will come your way this week, 
while health improves, giving rise to increased 
happiness. Use your initiative: this will enhance 
the current run of good fortune. Womenfolk 
alternately help and hinder progress and contribute to some 
unpleasantness and quarrels. Be cautious at the weekend. 
Good dates: 30, 31 and 1. Lucky numbers: 3 and 6. 
Favourable direction: West 

GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) This week brings 
with it some unexpected upheavals, loss and 
quanrels. A journey is also presaged and 
financial gains come your way. Exercise cir¬ 
cumspection and care in all dealings with 
businessmen and all members of the opposite sex. Avoid 
all matters which involve speculation and concentrate on 
business expansion rather than trivial affairs. Good dates: 
29, 30 and 31. Lucky numbers: 1 and 9. Favourable direc 
tlons: East and North. 

CANCER (June 22 — July 22) A certain 
amount of gain through elders and other 
sources may be expected. Speculation proves 
profitable. Do not spoil you; chances by rash 
decisions and actions. Guard against quarrels 
and accidents, curb Impetuouslty and avoid overstrain. Be 
very careful In all dealings Involving business and corre¬ 
spondence. A new romantic venture will come your way. 
Check extravagance and do not allow your heart to rule 
your head. Good dales: 27, 28 and 2. Lucky numbers: 3 
and 9. Favourable direction*: South and West. 




Good dates: 28, 30 and 1. Lucky numbers: 4 and 9. Favour¬ 
able direction: North. 

LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) Life pro¬ 
ceeds normally during the course ot this week 
and a modicum of good fortune comes your 
way. Do not be deterred by a sharp argument 
which might crop up in your business circle. 
Refrain from hasty decisions and actions. Defer changes 
and watch health as well as finances. Good dates: 27. 29, 
31 and 1. Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Favourable direction: 
South-east. 

SCORPIO (October 23 — November 21) Attend 
closely to your profession and peruse all 
correspondence very carefully. Avoid contradic¬ 
tion and any questionable love affairs. Do not 
endanger your own fortunes by taking impul¬ 
sive decisions and actions. This is an unfavourable week 
for speculation and courtship. The weekend will bring you 
better fortune. Do not be afraid to adopt new business 
methods. Goqd dates: 29, 31, 1 and 2. Lucky numbers: 1 
and 6. Favourable direction: North. 

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 — December 22) 

A new friendship brings happiness. Endeavour 
to avoid arousing the hostility of employers 
and all authority in general. Curb erratic ten¬ 
dencies in business and social matters. Tone 
up your nerves and check extravagance. Safeguard the 
health of your family members. A legal matter will prove 
vexatious. Good dales: 29, 30 and 1. Lucky numbers: 3 
and 6. Favourable direction: East. 

CAPRICORN (December 23 — January 20) 

This week proceeds more or less on an even 
keel. Attend closely to business and deal care¬ 
fully with domestic matters. Choose friends 
of the opposite sex with care. Drive and initia¬ 
tive will be rewarded — forge ahead. Beneficial changes 
and improved health are foreseen for you. Good dates: 27, 
28, 30 and 2. Lucky numbers: 3, 4 and 5. Favourable 
directions: South and West. 






LEO (July 23 — August 22) Beware of trouble 
in love affairs and even In your domestic, 
marital and business circles. There is a threat 
of a serious quarrel involving litigation, 
although some success Is portended. Hard 
work and Initiative will be rewarded. Elders and employers 
prove to be of great help. Push your affairs to the utmost 
and safeguard the health of your family members. Good 
dates: 31, 1 and 2. Lucky numbers: 4 and 8. Favourable 
direction: South. 



^ VIRGO (August 23 —- September 22) Do not 
neglect business for pleasure. Conserve your 
resources and shun all matters that involve 
law. Womenfolk occasion some anxiety, while 
men prove helpful to your undertakings. 
Children progress, causing you much happiness. Friends 
may come In the way of your success and health at the 
same time may not be too robust Forge ahead and act on 
yottr own Intuitions. An Important journey Is in the offing. 



AQUARIUS (January 21 — February 19) Exer¬ 
cise the utmost care in all your dealings this 
week. A new romance is probable but be wary 
in such situations. Secret aid will help steady 
progress. Adopt original ideas in business and 
your professional career. Medical expenditure is foreseen 
In your family circle. Good dates: 29, 1 and 2. Lucky 
numbers: 4 and 6. Favourable dlrecSon: North. 

PISCES (February 20 — March 20) One of the 
womenfok in your family may cause you much 
anxiety, while others contribute to your happi¬ 
ness. A favourable week for financial negotia¬ 
tions and dealings with elders, agents and 
lawyers. Secret matters progress apace. New friendships 
are in the offina. Do not allow your emotions to over-rule 
common sense. Good dates: 27. 30, 1 and 2. Lucky numbers: 
5 and 10. Favourable directions: East and South. 

M. B. RAMAN 
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quiz 


t in 1976 two words were added 
to the Preamble to the Indian Con¬ 
stitution; what were they ? 

2. Nidology Is the study ot what 7 

3. What is Nasir-ud-din-Muhammad 
bettei known to the world as ? 

4. What is a twelve-sided figure 
called 7 

6. When would a ship fly a yellow 
flag 1 

0. In the USA, what was referred 
to as the noble experiment ? 

7. Which country had a guerrilla 
forced called Chetniks during World 
War It ? 

0. How many pairs of ribs does a 
woman have and how many does a 
man have 7 

9. Who created a fictional charac¬ 
ter called Mr. Tomkins and for 
what purpose 7 

10. What basic metre did Vaimiki 
use >n the Ramayana 7 

It. Which famous artist was accus¬ 
ed of painting mountains ot 
human flesh'? 

12. If you suffered from amimia, 
what would you be suffering irom 7 
13 Who was popularly known aa 
'the old groaner ? 

14. To whom are the Acts of ihe 
Apostles in the New ^ Testament 
traditionally ascribed ? 
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bridge 


A READER ask* about ■ situation that every 
player meats tram ttma to time: a rufl is 
thr e at e n e d and the problem is whether to 
fineaao in trumps or seek to extract them by 
playing Acs and another. 


* 10 »S 
*973 

* Arcs* 
*062 

* AOJS 4 

* o 4 

* 072 

* K 1C 4 


South is in Three Spades. West leads the 
6 ot clubs. East wins with the Ace and 
returns the 3. which runs to dummy's 
Queen, it looks very much as though West 
has led from a five-card suit and East is 
going to ruff the next round of clubs, is the 
safety play to fines s e in trumps or to play 
Ace and another? Ignore the possibility of 
oyertrlcks, which would be a consideration 
only in pairs play 

ff West has Kx in spades the ruff is 
unavoidable, and if East has K x the ruff will 
not occur, whichever line declarer follows. 
Of the 3-2 distributions the relevant pos¬ 
sibilities era: 


West East 

A SKxx *xx 

B *xx SKxx 

These two possibilities are squally likely 
and they canoe! out. If A exists, you do 
better to lay down the Ace ot spades, it B 
exists the finesse works better. 

So an we have to consider are the 4-1 
possibilities: 


West East 

C *K 4 xxxx 

0 * x ♦ K x x x 


Since D is tour times as likely as C. it must 
be right to finesse. 

My correspondent took the other view 
and lost the contract, as the full hand was 


♦ 10 9 5 

♦ 973 

♦ A K 6 4 
*082 


*62 

* A 10 8 

* J 8 3 

* J 9 7 6 5 


N 

W E 
S 


♦ K 7 3 

♦ K J 6 5 2 
9 10 9 5 

♦ A 3 


* A O J 8 4 

♦ Q 4 

♦ Q 7 2 

* K 10 4 


Black won by 1. . , Kt—88 ch; 2. B x Kt. 
QxR ch: J. QxQ, K1—B6 eh; 4. K—R3, 
Kt x Q: 5. B—Kt2, P—05; he could also have 
won by 5 . Kt x P; 6 B x P. Kt—B8 followed 
by 7 , P—Kt6 6. B—05, Kt-Kt8, White 
resigns, as he is helpless against Black’s 
Kt—86 followed by Kt x P ch 

The evergreen opening 

Fashions in openings come and go and 
opening analysts change sides almost as 
much as politicians. But there ere certain 
openings that never cease to retain their 
popularity, the two main ones being the Ruy 
Leper as White and the Sicilian Defence as 
Black 

White Adorjan, Black Lukacs 
1. P—K4. P—K4, 2. Kt—KB3. Kt—QB3. 3. 
B—KtS. P—QR3, 4. B—R4. Kt—83. 6.0—0. 
B—K2: 8. R—K1, P—OKt4; 7. 8—Kt3,0—0; 
8. P—04. P—03; 8. P—83, 8—KtS; 10. 
P—05. Kt—QR4; 11. B—B2. P—B3; IX 
P—KR3. to 12 PxP, Black replies with 
effect 12. , Q—B2. 12. . B x Kt; 13. O x B. 

P x P: 14. P X P. R—B1; 15. Kt—02. O—B2. 
an indifferent move; correct was 15 . . 
P—Kt3; 16 8—03. Kt—R4; 17. P—084, 
P—B4: with an excellent game tor Black 
(Stein-Geller. Kislovodsk 1968) 18. Kt—81. 
Kt—K1: 17. Kt—Kt3, P—Kt3; 1* Kt—85, 
8—83. and not 18 . , PxKt; 19. OxP; 
P—K5; 20. RxP, Kt—KBS; 21 R—Kt4 ch. 
K—R1, 22. B—KtS. and White wins 
19. P—KR4, 0-01; 20. Kl—R6 ch, K—81; 
21. P—KKt3, Kt—KKt2; a better chance here 
was 21. , P—Kt5; 22. R—K4, Kt—Kt2: 

23 P—084. Kt—QB4, 24. Px P. Ktx 8; 28. 
B x Kt. P—84: or 26. . P x P; 26 8—R7. and 
White has a winning attack. 

26. P—OKt4, PxP; 27. R—R7, RxP. 28. 
B—K3, Kt—84, 29. KtxP ch, 8 x Kt; 30. 
R x R. P—Kt6; 31. R x P chi. K x R: 32. Q x Kl 
ch, K—Ktl; 33. OxP ch, B—Kt2; if 33 . 

K—B1,34. B—86 ch. K—K2; 35. Q—R7 ch. 
B—Kt2. 36. OxB fch. K—Kl. 37 B—Kt6 
mate 

34. B—Kt5. O—Ktl; 39. B—65, R—B2, 36. 
8—K6 ch. K—B1; 37. Cl—85 ch. K-Kl; 38. 
0—R7. resigns 


A straightforward finesse in trumps 
brings In eleven tricks, the 'safety play' of 
Ace and another only eight. 

TERENCE REESE 


chess 


Position No. 5 



QmBmbIo a of PoaflHon Nd. 3 

Tike w ee the flnteh of a game played in the 
USSR In 1979 b etwee n Ootchanko and 
VspChMwM: 8: Ski; Sol; 3>kt2p; 
lOlQSP; pPqlktlPI. P2RB2K; 8 


HARRY GOLOMBEK 


stamps 



HARRY VAROON. the Jerseyman who won 
the British Open golf ch a mpionship six 
times bet we en 1996 and 1914. is honoured 
in a new series of stamps marking the 
oensenery ot the Royal Jersey Boll Club. 
Bom wtthin putting distance of what is now 
the thirteenth fairway. Harry Vardon was a 
boy of eight when the Royal Jersey course 
was laid out at GrouvWe. Harry Vardon's 
oatabratad overlapping grip is featured on 
»wo of the new stamps, with a background 
sMtoualte ah oari n g him driving on the 8p 
sump arid putting on the 1]p. Another 
stamp shows a map of the Royal Jersey 
course in a new aeries of postage due 
stamps being issued in Jersey, each design 
shows the coat-of-arms of one of the 
Mend's 12 pariahss. with a local scene in 
the background. 

C.W. HILL 


67 













INTERVKW 


'Janata formation was a 
historical necessity' 



Chief Minist Colap Borbora: “There are no pro-Congress and non-Con- 
gress memoi in the Janata Party." 


For GOLAP BORBORA. the Chief 
Minister of Assam, the change from 
the Opposition to the Treasury 
benches has been a big one. A 
former Socialist Party activist and a 
trade unionist, he feels that while he 
was in the Opposition he was a 
‘political reporter’. Now he is an 
•editor', he told PRADFEP DAS 
GUPTA in a interview in Gauhati. 


Q: What made you join the So¬ 
cialist Party? 

A: The Congress Socialist Party 
was a part and parcel of Congress 
till 1948. Communist Party’s role 
throughout the freedom movement, 
and particularly during the 1942 
struggle caused great resentment. We 
were in search of a Party and leader¬ 
ship which stood for socialistic chan¬ 
ges and an end of exploitation in the 
society, having deep regard for the 
national aims and aspirations. We 
found it in the Socialist Party. 

Q: Now that you have joined the 
Janata Party, do you think it will be 
possible for you to pursue the ideo¬ 
logy that you imbibed from the So¬ 
cialist Party? 

A: Yes. Janata Party stands for 
an egalitarian society free from all 
sorts of exploitation. Democracy, Se¬ 
cularism and Socialism are the decla¬ 
red principles of the Janata Party. 

Q: In case you find at any time 
that the Janata Party’s ideology does 
not correspond with your ideology, 
what will you do? 

A: The formation of Janata Party 
was a historical necessity. And as a 
new Party, Janata spelt out its aims 
and objectives, programmes and poli¬ 
cies. Since Janata is a democratic 
Party, there is always scope for ideo¬ 
logical debates in the different Party 
forums. 

Q: Some Janata leaders are sore 
about what they call ‘infiltration’ of 
Congress elements into the new rul¬ 
ing Party. What is your personal 
feeling about it? 

A: Some people are coming in to 
the Janata Party from Congress even 
now. Everybody is welcome if they 
have faitli in the Party’s ideology. 
The question of domination or des¬ 
truction docs not arise. 

Q: Do you feel that the CPI (M) 
in future may pose itself as the main 
rival to your Government? 

A: I do not think so. 
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Q: Already there is speculation in 
New Delhi that the dissension in the 
top leadership of Janata Party may 
lead to re arouping of former Con¬ 
gressmen. ft;, you think such an even¬ 
tuality will lead to polarisation bet¬ 
ween ‘pro-Congress’ and ‘non-Con- 
gress’ members of the Janata Party? 

A: This is a highly hypothetical 
question. Moreover there are no ‘pro- 
Congress’ and ’non-Congress’ mem¬ 
bers in Janata Party. 

Q: This is the first time that you 
are in the Government and that also 
as the Chief Minister. How do you 
find the difference? 

A: You may like to find a parallel 
in the newspaper set-up. There is a 
difference between the editor and a 
political reporter. Is it not? 

Q: Do you think that the new 
Governments at the Centre and in the 
States have to demolish the wrong 
foundation of the Congress pattern of 
governance and build a completely 
new foundation? 

A: How can you demolish every¬ 
thing that has been developed over 
the years? We are very keen to make 
the best use of what we have got. We 
are trying to rectify the defects of 
what you have termed ‘wrong foun¬ 
dation of the Congress pattern of 
governance’. Of course, at the same 
time, we are implementing our ideas. 


Q: The previous Government adop¬ 
ted certain land reform measures. Do 
you think your government has to 
repeal all those measures and start 
the task anew? 

A: A Land Reforms Commission 
has already been set up. They are to 
submit their recommendation within, 
six months. The Government’s policy 
will be formulated on the basis of 
those recommendations. 

Q: What plans do you have for 
Assam's development in the next five 
years? 

A: Our main thrust would be on 
building up the rural economy. For 
this purpose, it has been decided to 
spend at least 40 per cent of the bud¬ 
geted expenditure for the develop¬ 
ment of rural sector. Efforts would be 
made to make each rural unit econo¬ 
mically viable, resulting in self-gene- 
rating employment potential in the 
rural scetor. More emphasis would be 
laid on small and cottage industry, 
units. Efforts would be made to in¬ 
crease agricultural production by in¬ 
troducing multiple cropping. And for 
this, effective irrigation projects, both 
small and medium would be under¬ 
taken. So far development of urban 
areas is concerned, necessary schemes 
are being drawn up aod it is expected 
that within a span of five years, a 
significant change could be visuali¬ 
sed. 




lor breath, elose-up fresh 
and teeth, close-up white 
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Transparent i-ed 

Close-up 

toothpaste and mouthwash in one 
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For close-up situations like this, 

you need new Close-Up—a totally new idea 

in toothpastes. It has a real mouthwash 

that leaves your breath close-up fresh—and 

two special ingredients to get your 

teeth close up white. 

Available in Calcutta and selected 
towns of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Goa, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 

CUOSe-lW is for close-ups 


A Quality Product by HINDUSTAN LEVER 


UNTaS-CX-14. .2415 










The Marriage Certificate 
from 

Grindlays , 


Grindlays 
Cash Certificates 

The ideal gift 
for happy times. 

On a happy occasion like 
marriage you need to give a 
gift that is as significant as 
the event. An endurable, 
memorable gift. Like Grindlays 
Cash Certificates-good, 
sound, safe investment. 

Grindlays Cash Certificates are 
available for Rs.1000/-, 

Rs. 5000/- and Rs.10,000/-, 
for one, two and three years. 

Come and see us at Grindlays 
for more details. You might 
find you want to make a gift 
to yourself! 


# X**/*v 
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POWER CRUSHER 

Packs real muscle onto your 
upper body 



Yes! It's the same famous Power Crusher that 
has taken the Body building world by storm! 
It works wonders in giving you thick, broad 
shoulders, power-packed back and chest 
muscles, massive muscle-studded arms— 
starting with your very first twist! It's the 
"Instant Muscle Builder''—-no adjustments, 
no assembling or fussing—you use it right 
from the box instantly! made of chromed- 
steel tubing and durable, precision- 
engineered high-tensioned coiled spring, 
with easy-grip handles. 

$ Mail Drier Sales Pvt ltd.. IS Mathew Rati. Near Opera Home, lento* tOMM 


SEND THIS COUPON TODAY 


MAIL ORDER SALES PVT. LTD. (Ordt. Dapt. P C. 4) 

15 Mathew Road. Bombay 408 004. 5r , H 

Please rush Power Crusher for 7 day Free Home Tn 
al. III am not fully satisfied. I may return everything 
by expiry of trial period tor immediate refund {less 
postage ft forwarding charges). 

Please tick s'appropriate box 

□ Send by Registered Post Parcel. I am sending Rs. 

144 (Plus Rs. 15p.8f.), by Cheque/Otaft/I.P.O./ 

M.0. No.....dt. 

□ Send by V.P.P. I promise to paypostman Rs. 144 
(plusRs.15p.6f.jon delivery. 

Name:... 

Address:... 

.Signature.- , ,. 

■ ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■al 


AVAILABLE AT LEADING STORES AND AT OUR SHOWROOM AT ABOVE ADDRESS 
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Pantene. It ensures strong, healthy hatr growth. Because ‘Panthenol’, 
its unique ingredient helps stimulate and normalise healthy blood 
circulation. 

Pantene also styles and sets your hair for hours on end. No wonder 
then people say that Pantene is all you need to look really 
well-groomed. 

PANTENE 

THE NON-GREASY GROOMTNG AID THAT CHECKS HA1RLOSS. 



















Exercise the lazy way... 


* .*Y\ <>W exc/i, . 

P*dal away y*' A trimmer /.hp 



Over 


EXERCISE PROGRAMME 
FOR YOUR 

• STOMACH •WAISTLINE 

• THIGHS»HIPS 

Why do dull, repetitive eallathsnlca whan thla "padat 
while you relax" way will do tha trick a lot mora 
pleasurably.. .and just aa affectively I Our fun-alanted 
Exer-Cyele lata you lie down, atretch out and pedal 
away In comfort I 

Exer-Cyola makea the Job fun... 
Became you don't even have to think about die 
wotk you're doing. Juat atretch out on the comforts- 
ble full-length vinyl mat and go through the 
motlona—indoora or out—while you catch up on 
your reading, watch TV, sunbathe, or even keep 
time tp muefe on aterea or radio. A few mlntitea of 
pedaling a day helps Invigorate you, and tones your 
muades. Day by day, you can atretch out your cycling 
time ao that you'll feel healthier, happier...and have 
more gat-up-and-got 


590,000 already sold 
in the U.S.A. and EUROPE! 


Our Unconditional Guarantee I 
Uae your Exer-Cyele for 10 
daye. stretching out tha time 
eaoh day. Follow the suggest¬ 
ed exerolae programs spelled 
out In your Instruction 
Manuel. Then, if you don't 
agree that your Exer-Cyele la 
really helping you feel better, 
look trimmer juat return it for 
your money book I Moving 
pans are made of rugged 
painted steal. It’a a braexe to 
carry, and folds almost flat to 
a compact 71 etna x 51 oma 
x S.2 oma. Storaa easily In a 
oloeet. under a bed, behind a 
door. Fits conveniently in 
your oar trunk, too. Exar- 
Cyole is ready to go in dn 
Instant I Order today I 


r- -i 

| Please send me Exercycle(s), I promise to pay Rs. 117/- * 

» plus Rs. IB/- for postage and handling. If I am not l 

[ absolutely delighted with the Exercycle, I may return it I 

I within 10 days for a full refund (except Rs. 15/- on \ 

| account of postage and handling.) j 

J Tick one: Money OrderQpostel OrderQoraftQv.P.P [] j 

| Name___ _ I 


I 


Address 


| Signature_ 

{ CKy-Stete 


— Parents^_ 

(if under 18) 

Age-Sox 



Send your Ordere/Enquiriea. Remittance to 
Techmglobe Int i, Abubakar Mansion, 

7. Colaba Causeway, Bombay 400 039 
EXC 8X-1 

(C) TECHNIGLOBE INT'L. 1978 
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FOR LUXURY VIEWING _ 

SONODYNE 


PRESENTS A HIGH 
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TECHNOLOGY TV 

INCORPORATING INTEGRATED 
CIRCUITS AND ELECTRONIC TUNER 
USING VARACTOR DIODE TECHNOLOGY 


J WIDE ANGLE ■ 

CLEAR PICTURE ■ 

SUPER SOUND ■ 

6, on PICTURE ™RE r W|TH BASS AND ■ 

Laminatad Cabinat of Intarnational daaign with add ing door. J 

AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING TV DEALERS 


Manufactured by 

SONODYNE 
TELEVISION 
CO. PVT. LTD. 
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Their education. 


Bank of Baroda's Liberalised Educational Loan 
Scheme provides loans to help you pay for your child’s 
graduate, post-graduate or professional studies 

Bright and deserving students with a consistent merit 
record (first class/high second class) can get financial 
help from Bank of Baroda For graduate and post¬ 
graduate studies in Arts, Science, Commerce, 
Economics, Social Sciences, Busmess/Industnal 
Management, etc. For professional courses m 
Engineering, Medicine, Agriculture, Law, etc 



Beoeflti: 

Assistance upto Rs 5000 for general studies and 
upto Rs 25,000 for professional courses 

• Easy repayment facilities 

* Special concession for deserving students whose 
parental income is less than Rs 10,000 per year, as 
well as to students from Scheduled Castes/ 
Scheduled Tribes 

For more detads, please write to your nearest branch 
of Bank of Baroda Today. 


Bank of Baroda 

A Government of Indie Underletting 

A network of over 12b0 branches in Indie and abio#?J- 
m Belgium Fi|i Islands Guyana Kenya Mauritius,Seychelles, 
Sultanate of Oman United Aiab Emirates and U K 









Luminous Loveliness 

Satin Glow Liquid Make Up 
|; 8 exquisite shades for a glamorous glow 
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You 

Are 

Beautiful! 


Sheer Silk 

Face Powder and Compact 
ar. 8 silken shades for evety occasion 
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Lakme knows! And Lakme 
has created a range of 
beauty aids to flatter your 
looks. * Satin Glow Liquid 
Make-Up: creates a flawless 
complexion as it covers 
up tiny blemishes—imparts 
a luminous loveliness. 

■ Face Powder and 
Compact: silk-sifted for a 
perfect matt finish. 

■ Tantalizing eye make-up; 
makes your every look 
alluring and accents that 
sparkle in your eyes. 

You'll love the way^B^ 
you look. You'll 

love Lakme. 
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Marco Mb? Decidedly. 

(He found Singapore by mistake) " 

But did you know that KLM has been flying to 
Singapore for the last 45 years? 




Example: 

Now we link 
Singapore direct to 
Delhi by Boeing 747-M 
aircraft every Monday 

Singapore— 1 Instant 
Asia’ and cross¬ 
road to the 


Far East, where oriental 
food blends with superb 
sightseeing Play golf or 
visit the House of Jade, 
swim m crystal seas or 
revel till the early hours 
m exclusive nightclubs 
Shop for everything 
from antiques to 
cameras, electrical 


Call us at Bombay 
K ■ 297233 , CalCUtta 44 1 22 ] 

sat 44 **- M - idras 

Ordogoodbusiness d ^“ n,dClyournavel 
and make your profit d J * a 

So, can you do . ( 

better than Marco Vv 

Polo’Decidedly. t- / 

Because we won't let 

you make any mistakes 1 M 



Business and pleasure mix well with 




The reliable airline of Holland 
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SIRSILK 

delivers 


lit 


Get into Sirsilk To 
discover the man you 
ate To keep you cool- 
headed when you 
indulge in hot headed 
pursuits 

A wild wide range of 
stripes cheeks plains 




In exquisite textures 
weaves and colours 

Classy fabrics at 
a sensible nrtrp 
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SIRSILK suitings, shirtings & dress materials. | 
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SELLING AGENTS TULSIDAS KANORIA& CO ^^indugan Building Jit Flooc Jambu^^^^^lbaday^^^ TRADING CORPN, Vuhambir Houte, 
5 Fancy Lane (6lh Floor) CALCUTTA* HINDUSTAN D€L_. eg Kandulwari Street VIJAYAWADA * OMEGA INDUSTRIAL 

3rd Floor, 2Sfl2A Karachi Khana KANPUR *CALCUTTA MERCHANTS o AQEN S Kempegowda Road, BANGALORE * DAGA BROS . mMenl 

CORPORATION, 2nd Floor Dharemeingh Market XMRITSARe MOOERN DEALERS^tjTO.K peg Floor, Eshibuion Roed, PATNA e RATHI » CO , 

Mahal Kalbedevi Road BOMBAYeORTENTAL ENTERPRISES 6AQENCW. mb AT T R AO 1N Q CO P LTD., Katia Aah.rfi Chendm Chowk. 

OAMHATI- KSP/o s/781 
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AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 


Is the coming of the 
Chaudhury era In the Janata 
Party’s brief but dramatic 
history the beginning of a 
renaissance ?• Can he 
revitalise the Party which 
has the dubious distinction 
of losing support with 
greater rapidity than any 
other Party In our 
Independent history ? Or 
will Charan Singh use hta 
new position to create a 
bigger crisis — which could 
easily happen If, for 
Instance, he decided to 
expel Morerji Desal from 
Ihe Party, Udayan Sharma 
and Kewal Varma. in Delhi, 
examine the possible 
permutations and 
combinations. 





In the fourth Instalment of 
"Star Wars" the rebels and 
the Empire comes to blows. 
A team of brave men led 
by Ben Kenobl manage to 
steal Into the mammoth 
Death Star, disquise 
themselves as Emolre men 
and rescue Princess Leia 
from an Impenetrable 
chamber. The alarm in the 
space station Is sounded 
and a hot chase ensues. 


Communal violence in 
Marathwada greeted 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Mr. Shared Pawar soon 
after he assumed office. 
MOIN SHAKIR from 
Aurangabad and 
OLGA TELLIS 
from Bombay analyse the 
reasons behind the unrest. 
L. N. GUPTA reports on 
the disturbances In Nagpur. 


Is the Sun Temple In Konarak doomed ? 

The tasks before the Police Commission 
.Janata poster war 

National flag dishonoured on Independence Day 
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Get down to business 

TT'HE cover story “Is the Opposi- 
1 tion impotent too ?” (July 30) 
made an intelligent assessment of 
the present political circumstances, 
though rather premature in its judge¬ 
ment. Those who shouted them¬ 
selves hoarse in the Opposition are 
now saddled with an unaccustomed 
and undeserved role in the treasury 
benches They believe themselves 
to be a godsend. The problem is 
not their impotency but addressing 
themselves to their new task in 
right earnest. 

K. £>. Roman, New Delhi 

UDAYAN SHARMA in “Raj Narain • 
Back to wrestling ?” (July 30) aptly 
says that “for all practical purposes, 
■Mr Raj Narain is in the Opposition”. 
The prinriple he upholds is most 
probably • “If I am not in the Gov¬ 
ernment, I am against the Govern¬ 
ment.’’ Mr Narain’s utterance : 
“The Janata has no right to rule" 
is clear indication of this. Under¬ 
standably, the Opposition is now 
keen on exploiting his flamboyance 
having developed for him what Mr 
Krishan Kant called a “new found 
love”. Mr Narain is well aware that 
the PM is opposed to taking him 
back into the Cabinet, and psycho¬ 
logically, this brings him more into 
the Opposition, much against his 
own will. His ouster from the Minis¬ 
try has pained him, because he sees 
himself as the hero of 1977, when 
he defeated Mrs Gandhi at the 
eleu, 

Jose Vxncent K. J., Hyderabad. 

KEWAL VARMA’s assertions about 
the potentialities of the Opposition 
are no doubt factual, but his hasty 
conclusion that Mrs Gandhi will 
emerge as the national, viable and 
credible alternaitivo is farfetched. 
The disorderly circumstances pre¬ 
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vailing in the country may to some 
extent deter vested interests in the 
Janata Party. But the Indian people 
have already shown that they are 
prepared to fight for liberty at the 
cost of bread They will not tole¬ 
rate a rule of terror another time. 
Naga Muneswara Kao, Vuaq. 

IS NOT the PM’s proposal to punish 
people, against whom allegations are 
not proved, a denial of the funda¬ 
mental right of freedom of expres¬ 
sion ? And, is not prohibition a 
denial of the freedom of a citizen 
to choose his drink ? 

J B. Mukherjt, Calcutta 

Persisting with caste 

<<1I1NDU Undivided Family” (July 
11 30) by S.K.D-R deserved the 
appieciation of all right-thinking 
people The subtlety which pervades 
the storv is highly telling. Posing as a 
nationalist daily, The Hindu refuses 
to publish tnything critical of the 
caste hierarchy. The late E. V. 
Rainaswamy had spent an entire 
lifetime working for the eradication 
of taste As a personal gesture, ho 
omitted the suffix ‘Naicker’ from his 
name and was known to everyone as 
E. V Ramaswamy But The Hindu 
persistently referred to him with his 
suffix m order to perpetuate caste 
ism and humiliate his followers. 

S. Bhuiaraghan, Madras 

The truth is simple 

I WAS pleasantly surprised by the 
simplicity of style in Ranpt 
Sau's “The life of today’s Smdbads” 
(July 30). The article conveys one 
of the truest pictures of the sordid 
political and economic conditions in 
the country and also enlightens the 
layman about inflation, a complex 
economic phenomenon. 

Dtnkar Aaeeb, Lucknow. 

A chance to speak 

r PIIK references and obseivations 
l made by Jagmohan in his book 
“Island of Truth” serialised in 
SUNDAY (July 30 and August 6) 
appear to have passed through 
thorough verification This also shows 
that he had earlier tried to put across 
his viewpoint to the public but was 
denied the opportunity by the media. 
Premchand Malhotra, New Delhi. 

LATELY readers have been bombard¬ 
ed with books making political 
allegations, counter-allegations, and 
explanations which are prejudiced 
and hardly factual. Such writings do 
more harm than good because they 
encourage half-truths. If writers 
came out with more open-minded 
versions of political events, incor¬ 
porating the views of all sides, the 
books would be more readable, im¬ 


partial and truthful. To my mind 
there is more need for writing based 
on the truth because in the end it is 
truth that answers all questions. 

B. B. Madhtuialla, Bombay. 


Leave them alone 

I ATTENDED tbe last assembly 
of World Federation of Demo¬ 
cratic Youth (WFDY) held in 
Varna, Bulgaria, from 10 to 17 
November, 1974 as a delegate of 
the Indian Youth Congress (then , 
under Mr P. R. Das Munshi) * 
where it was decided that thp 
11th World Youth Festival would 
be held at Havana. Though the 
Indian Youth Congress (1YC) is 
not associated with any inter¬ 
national organisation, it was the 
first time that any member be¬ 
longing to a non Communist 
organisation was allowed to deliver 
his speech at the delegate’s session 
of the WFDY assembly and I 
spoke WFDY is the biggest in¬ 
ternational organisation of the 
Socialist and Lett democratic 
forces among the youth. It is 
manipulated from behind by the 
USSR Its headquarters are till 
now conveniently located in 
Budapest, Hungary. 

As far as our country is con¬ 
cerned, the task of selecting dele 
gations should be left to our youth 
organisations and not to the 
whims and fancies ot the External 
Affairs Ministry. At best, the 
Ministry can only provide guide 
lines 

Sudtp Bandyopadhyay, Calcutta. 

THIS has reference to your report. 
“The Youth Festival Tamasha” 
(July 30) by S. B. and Vijoy Kumar 
Mishra. I was surprised to read 1 
that the Yuva Janata and the 
Lohia Vichar Manch are student 
wings of the Janata Party. The 
Janata Party has set up no youth 
and student wings till now, nor 
does it recognise the existing Yuva 
Janata, Yuva Morcha, Lohia 
Vichar Manch, Vidhyarti Parishad 
and Chattra Janata. These orga¬ 
nisations should be treated as 
individual and private organisa¬ 
tions: they are not affiliated to 
any political Party of India. 

S. Jehangur , President, Indian 
Youth Congress (Organisation), 
Bombay. 

THE article reveals the juvenile 
infatuations of Indian youth 
leaders and their patrons. The 
youth delegates sent to festivals 
do not rightly represent the 
nation. These delegates are usual¬ 
ly the chamchas of our politicians. 
Students are being assiduously 
exploited by power-hungry poli¬ 
ticians. 

Khaldur Rahman, Kanki, W. , 
Dinajpur. 




Stand up, Harijan 

rf REFER to the news report 
1 "Harijan-caste Hindu pilgrims dash 
near Pune” (July 30). Hinduism 
envisages equality of all before the 
Gods, but in practice there is 
rampant discrimination against lower 
caste Hindus in temples. It is the 
duty of every self-respecting citizen 
of India to fight against such evils. 
It is a shame that “Harijans are 
separated from caste Hindu devotees 
in an ingenious manner ” The great 
social reformer Periyar E. V. Rama 
swaniy, whose birth centenary will 
be held on September 17, had called 
for a movement to open the sanctum 

K anctorum to the masses. After his 
eath £. V. R. Mani Ammalar re 
iterated the call. Unfortunately, the, 
crusade failed due to the proclama¬ 
tion of the Emergency by Mrs 
Gandhi. It is clear that the Harijans 
will never be emanripated from 
poverty and illiteracy unless they 
are prepared to fend for themselves 
S Devadosb, Manalmed. 

KUMARESH THAKUR in his letter 
(July 3Cj says “Mr Jayaprakash 
Narayan has been proved to be a 
confused man." and in the lines that 
follow gives a brilliant display of his 
own clear thinking. Since Gandhiji 
talked ot Ramrajya, under which the 
head of a shudra was severed by the 
aftrder of the Maryada Purshottam 
*!Rama. he, according to Mr Thakur, 
was opposed to the abolition of caste. 
Mr Thakur ought to have carried his 
argument to its logical conclusion by 
saying that since Ramrajya was a 
monarchy, Gandhiji too was in 
favour of it. 

Ramendra, Patna. 

IAS to attendant 

*. IN his letter (July 30) Mr J. N. 
“ 1 Mishra claims that he was the 
. person who “took” Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi’s meals and books to him in 

J ail. It was earlier known that Mr 
■andhi's wife was always present 
while he had his meals in jail. What 
then was Mr Mishia’s duty? Of an 
attendant? What a comedown for 
an IAS! Better still was his drive 
to get hundreds of Congress youths 
recruited in the Railways when be 
was special assistant to the then 
Railway Minister. Mr Mishra has 
clearly given notice of his intention 
to become another R. K. Dhawan. 
Dipat c Mitra, Katihar. 

MR MISHRA argues that Mr 
Gandhi’s favourite authors are 
Gibran and William Manchester. But 
Uma Vasudev, Mrs Gandhi’s Boswell, 
gave a different idea of his tastes. 
No one knows what Mr Kami Desai’s 
literary interests are. Even the'late 
Karaka, could give no hint. Tbe 
most one knows about him is his 
affinity for words * like "Dodsell”, 
'Permanent Magnets”, “Trade Wings" 
and lately “Deep Penetration Air* 
craft”, 

K. Shirasagar, Secunderabad. 


Some errors have crept into the 
report on the test tube baby in 
the August 20 issue. The article 
entitled "Can anyone have a test 
tube baby?" on page 23 was by 
Dr Geeta Pandya and not Olga 
Tellis, as written. Some lines 
were also ormtted from the last 
column of print on page 25 A f 'er 
"...degrading profession" m u>ie 
ten from the bottom the text 
should read: “A team of scientists 
from Switzerland and America 
have pulled off a feat in genetic 
engineering that, a decade ago, 
might have inspired a prolific 
crop of science fiction literature." 
The T in ‘two’ that follows should 
be a capital V. The errors are 
regretted. 


Sick dreams 


Better way to discipline 

TPHE letters of Anadi Paul and 
* Amit Bose (JULY 30) provide an 
insight into the minds that buttress¬ 
ed the Emergency and supervised 
the suppression of the people. In¬ 
stead of singing the praise of the 
so-calleu ‘benevolent dictator*, in¬ 
tellectuals and others should face 
realities and try to inculcate in the 
minds of the people the values of 
character and discipline. 

S. S. Randhawa, New Delhi. 

I WOULD like to answer the question 
Utpal Guha poses in his letter (July 
30): ' What relation does the burn¬ 

ing rose (on the cover of the June 
25 issue) have to the effects of the 
Emergency 7 ” Democracy is as pris¬ 
tine and delicate as the rose and 
should be protected in the same 
manner as the rose, bv its thorns 
But the Emergency witnessed the 
destruction of democracy in much 
the same fashion as the flame is 
burning the flower. Indeed, Mr 
Chawda’s photograph was as com¬ 
municative as the cover story. 

G. Parameswara Rao, Berhampur. 


Save wildlife 


T HIS has reference to “Despite 
Project Tiger, 9 tigeis killed in 
the Sunderbans” (July 16). In con 
trast with the Sunderbans, poaching 
has virtually stopped in the Palaniau 
Tiger Reserve in Bihar. But wild 
animals living outside the Palamau 
Tiger Reserve are constantly sniped 
at by indiscriminate poachers. The 
Bihar Forest Department has created 
the post of a Chief Wildlife Warden, 
but without a staff to assist him 
Poaching is heavy in the area as is 
evident from the easy availability of 
skins of Chital, Sambhar, leopard and 
pythons. Recently I came to know 
that a tiger was killed by poachers 
in the Manatu area of Daltonganj 
North Division, which is outside the 
boundaries of Project Tiger. The 
Bibar State Government has banned 
tbe shooting of wildlife but has, 
sadly enough, not taken even the 
bare minimum steps to save them 
from poachers. 

D. S. Srivastava, Daltonganj. 


M R SATYADEV DUBEY reveals a 
very sick mind »n the inter¬ 
view with Pearl Padamsee (July 
16). There are certainly better things 
for a man of art to dream about than 
a woman’s private parts. He goes 
even a step ahead and declares that 
all men dream of vaginas 1 I per¬ 
sonally feel the day is not far off 
when, according to Mr Dubey, all 
that a woman will dream of will be 
male sexual organs. One can only 
imagine the embarrassment of Mrs. 
Padamsee I 
B. S. Rao, Bombay. 

Another racket 

'PHIS is with reference to Arun 
•l Sinha’s report “Want a job? 
Maraphari University can help” (July 
9) In January this year I bad 
visited Bokaro where I gathered a 
few interesting * facts about this 
racket. The Government of Bihar 
as well as the management of the 
Bokaro Steel Plant (BSP) and 
Hindustan Steel Construction Limited 
(HSCL) are not ignorant of agents 
who issue fake certificates, but are 
reluctant to take any action for 
reasons best known to them. .A 
widely prevalent notion is that any 
stern action will prevent local people 
from getting jobs in these plants. 
And this would go against tne re¬ 
cruitment policy of BSP and HSCL. 
Hence, the trade goes on. 

Shambhu Kumar Das, Shillong. 

Quota for crimes 

1 WAS amused to read Mr Karpoori 
Thakur’s assertion in "Terror 
wins in Bihar’s . panchayat poll” 
(July 2): “Had not 17 people been 
killed ou a single day in Gaya during 
the 1977 Assembly elections?” He 
further said that in contrast, the 
figure is comparatively low. It seems 
that apart from reserving a quota of 
jobs for the backward castes, the 
Bihar Chief Minister has fixed a 
quota for crimes too. 

G. Yeshwanth Reddy, Ntzamabad. 


A competition 


W E invite entries from all amateur, 
semi-professional and professio¬ 
nal photographers for our "Family of 
India" exhibition of photographs. All 
types of photographs will be accept¬ 
ed. Our object is to depict every 
facet of Indian life, from birth to 
death. The only criteria for selection 
will be artistic and realistic, accord¬ 
ing to the noted film director, Mr 
Mrinal Sen. Enlargements will be 
made, from the negatives. The 
exhibition will be opened at the Lalit 
Kala Akadcniy, Delhi and then taken 
on a tour across the whole of India. 
Cash prizes of Rs 10,000 will be dis¬ 
tributed among the participants. 
Ajoy Dey, Secretary, Family of India 
Photo Exhibition '78, 1/433, Gariahat 
Road, Calcutta-68. 


13 



Chaudhary 
of the Party 

By Kewal Varma 


It is not certain, as we write this 
cover story, whether the Janata 
Party will eventually elect Chau- '7 
dhary Charan Singh its leader or 
not But this latest compromise, y « 
or "package deal” as it is being -j 
called, throws up a number of - y* j m 
questions. What will the political Jf'V, j-j J 
impact of this move be ? Will %: I J \ 
the Janata Party become the ' : t J.l :1 
Party of only one section of | " %'l ■ 
society ? Or will the Chaudhary ;• ./ * 
be able to provide the dynamic >. jjytiijis 
leadership that can lift the Party 
from the morass in which it is B Kp fil? 
now dying ? Will Jagjivan Ram 
and H. N. Bahuguna stay in the 
Party? 

And, perhaps most important, 
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Party ? • 

And, perhaps most important, 
will the question of the Rs 90 ||§| 
lakhs which Kanti Desai collected $p| 
for the Assembly elections last ||p| 
year, be dropped ? On what Bp 
basis ? Can the Chaudhary, or 
Madhu Limaye, sell out on a 
point of principle—the principle ||§! 
of honesty in politics ? How does "Mk 
the "package deal" manage to Jj||| 
avoid the question every person pj|| 
is asking, the question every fj|g| 
person must have an answer to : 
how can Kanti Desai be allowed |||& 
to escape for what is clearly 
misconduct ? 
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T^HE Jdttata infighting was bad, shckhar have surrendered. He Will might be created on the South if 

* the patchwork compromise for- not withdraw charges against the AlADMK joins the Janata Gov- 

mula is worse. First, it is not certain Morarji. His image will remain eminent at the Centre. In dther 

whether or not this formula will clean while that of Morarji has been words, with Charan Singh as Party 

survive, by the time this article goes sullied. In the new power equation. President and Raj Narain as the 

into print. The formula was evolv- the Prime Minister will have to take chief General Secretary, the Vindhyas 

ed on August 17 and it will be given orders, from the Party President else will prove a far bigger barrier to the 

a formal shape on September 3. In the Choudhary will again paralyse Janata than it has been so far. 

these 17 days, there could be many the Government, 

proverbial slips between the cup and Moreover, Charan Singh not only 

tSie lips. Second, the formula As a result the Janata Party will has a strong "pro-some sections” 

carries in its womb the seeds of become totally identified with the image but a strong "anti-some sec- 

much bitter infighting that has been image of Chaudhary Charan Singh, tions” image as well. Politically 

the case so far. Third, the formula What exactly is the image of Charan Chaudhary Charan Singh’s hands are 

is a pure and simple deal to share Singh? Pro-kulak, or at best, strong- stained with the blood of Harijans. 

the spoils of office. Fourth, if the ly pro-intermediate castes, that too If he becomes the Party President,, 

formula comes through, it will per- restricted to North India. The North the alienation of Harijans from the 

manentiy seal the fate of the Janata Indian image will be particularly Janata Party will be total. His strong 

Party soonet than later since reinforced because of Raj Narain advocacy of intermediate castes also 

Chaudhary Charan Singh makes more whose political respectability will be creates a powerful backlash among 

enemies' than friends. Let’s examine enhanced along with that of his punt upper castes. It is difficult to com- 

these points more thoroughly in the Charan Singh, He will become more prehend the reasons which impell 

reverse order. irrepressible and it will become far Lohiaies like Madhu Limaye and 

more difficult to contain him as the. George Fernandes to become tails of 

This formula confirms that General Secretary of the Party under the Chaudhary. In fact, Ram Manoher 

Chaudhary Charan Singh has emerg- Charan Singh than was the case Lohia must be turning in his grave, 

ed the —please note, not a —strong when he was a Minister. His thanks to the social and caste align- 

man of the Janata Party, before strong Hindi chauvinism will neutra- nients brought about by the 

whom both Morarji and Chandra- lise the positive impact which Chaudhary. Dr Lohia advocated an 



Villager* from Kanjhateala dishing with policemen outside the PM’s residence on August 13: “Every village In 
the country is like Kanjhamta with social tensions running high" 
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intermediate rastes-Harijan alliance 
but the rh.iudhary has forced a 
Harijun upper caste alliance. 

Jf 'Muslims join the new Harijan- 
upper castes alliance — there are 
indications that this is happening— 
the balance will decisively tilt 
against the Janata. Then every 
election would be a repitition of 
Azamgarh. In addition to its impli¬ 
cations for electoral politics, the 
identification of the ruling Party as 
anti-Hariian and anti-South does not 
bode well for the country. On both 
these counts, the social and political 
tensions are reaching an explosive 
level Even the CPI(M), a political 
ally of the ruling Party, has conce¬ 
ded that the asssumption of power 
by the Janata emboldened the lan 
ded interests to commit atrocities on 
Harijans. 

It is not a coincidence that with¬ 
in a week of the installation of a 
Janata-dominated Ministry in Maha¬ 
rashtra, the most inhuman atrocities 
were let loose on Harijans in Mara- 
thwada where even drinking water 
sources of the Harijans were poi¬ 
soned. A real eye-opener was what 
happened at Kanjhawala village, 
which is exactly 15 km from the 
Central Secretariat in New Delhi 
and is under the direct jurisdiction 
of the Union Government. Land- 
owners of Kanjhawala became so 
audacious that not only have they 
been forcibly stopping Harijans from 
cultivating land lawfully allotted to 
them but held a most menacing vio¬ 
lent demonstration before the 
Prime Minister’s house. Every village 
in the country is like Kanjhawala, 
with social tensions running high 
With the sigh of relief which Hari¬ 
jans heaved on the exit of Charan 
Singh from the Home Ministry and 
the words of sympathy expressed 
by the Prime Minister proving to be 
too short-lived, the rehabilitation of 
Chaurtharv Charan Singh with 
greater authority will increase the 
sense of insecuiity among Harijans 
and drive them to desperation. 

Dalit Panthers are already having 
a foretaste of this desperation. 
Simultaneously, the alienation of the 
South from tne Centre will increase. 
God fouake it, if the two develop¬ 
ments remain unchecked and con 
verge it would be disastrous. 

Y did Morarji and Chandra- 
shekhar surrender ? MorarjiS 
position became highly untenable 
on the Kanti issue The disclosure 
of the collection of Rs. 90 lakhs by 
Kantibhai for the Janata Party 
election funds proved to be the pro¬ 
verbial last straw on the camel’s 
back. This is indefensible. The Rs 
90 lakh blow came on top of the 
impasse Treated tor him by the 
Rajya Sahha resolution on the ear¬ 
lier charges of corruption b> Kanti- 

in addition, Morarji is essentially 
a bully. Like a true bully he broke 
down when the Charan-Raj Narain 
team launched a sustained high- 
16 



C B Gupta ' Caught nappmg ? 


pitch war of nerves against him. 
Raj Narain started clashing with 
the Prime Minister almost dally on 
the floor of the House. Morarji be¬ 
came isolated Though none 
besides the hard-core of the 
Charan Singh group attacked him 
openly, none came to his positive, 
defence also. Among the top brass, 
only George Fernandes was inno¬ 
cent enough to defend Morarji in 
the Rajva Sabha 

Mcrarjibhai also got the unkind- 
est rut from President Sanjiva 
Reddy. In an interview with the RSS 
weekly, Organtser, Sanjiva Reddy 
said : “I never allowed mv son to 
stay with me when I was the Chief 
Minister of Andhra. This could turn 
the young man's head. So, I put him 
in a hostel and later he spent four 
years in the United States of Ame¬ 
rica. Now I have told him to run a 
nursing home in my hometown of 
Anantnag.” Reddy’s target is obvi¬ 
ous. 

What really determined the timing 
of Mr Desai’s surrender was the in¬ 
formation he received from official 
intelligence agencies that Ravivar, a 
sister publication of SUNDAY, 
would be Carrying a week hence an 
interview with JP in which the Lok 
Navak approved of the proposal for 
a commission of enquiry to go into 
the charges of corruption against 
Kantibhai. Morarji must have 
thought that if he could buv peace 
with Charan Singh well in time be¬ 
fore the publication of the interview, 
he would be able to resist the de¬ 
mand for the commission of enquiry. 

S O FAR as Chandrashekhar is con¬ 
cerned. he capitulated because 
hi' grand designs of building a 
Maharashtra-type political realign¬ 
ment at the national plane remain¬ 
ed a non-starter. Even in Maharash¬ 
tra, the experiment ran Into 
rough waters with the widespread 
caste riots in Marathwada. 
Chandrashekhar could not discover 
many Sharad Pawars at the Centre. 
When the resolution on the Kanti 
affair came up for discussion in the 
Rajya Sabha, not more than two 
Congress MPs, namely A. G. Kul- 


karni and R. K. Mishra were pre¬ 
pared to oblige the Janata. 

Pro-Janata Congressmen were 
overtaken by the pace of events. In 
fact developments to the contrary 
have started gaining ground in these 
few days : The coming closer of the 
two Congresses. Y. B. Chavan, who 
was acting president of Congress was 
creating obstacles to this develop¬ 
ment. On the other hand, Swaran 
Singh, who ha9 resumed the Party 
presidentship, is wedded to the idea 
of bringing the two Congresses clo¬ 
ser. This development has been faci¬ 
litated by signs of humility shown 
recently by Indira Gandhi. What 
humiliated her was the development 
in Maharashtra where even some of 
her own Partymen defected and also 
the poor response to the “Save 
India” call. 

The ‘Save India” day flopped not 
because people were hesitant to 
join the agitation, but because 
the split has shred the Con¬ 
gress organisation to pieces. It 
js to be seen how long Indira Gan¬ 
dhi's humility will last. However, if 
Chaudhary Charan Singh takes over 
the command of the Janata Party, 
events will compel Congressmen of 
all hues to come together, without 
Indira Gandhi if possible, with her 
if necessary. Charan Singh indeed, is 
the best bet for Indira Gandhi since 
she could effortlessly ride the wave 
of the backlash which he would 
cause. 

I N this sordid drama the Janata 
Party has lost a good deal of 
moral and political advantage that 
it enjoyed over its principal adver¬ 
sary, Indira Gandhi One of the prin¬ 
cipal points of sustained attack on 
Indira Gandhi was corruption. This 
was made the key issue of Guja¬ 
rat and Bihar agitations. The Parlia¬ 
ment was paralysed on this issue. 
Now the compromise formula in 
effect means that there would be a 
conspiiacy of silence among top 
Janata leaders on corruption in the 
Prime Minister's house. In fact, 
some fiiends, philosophers and gui¬ 
des of the establishment have star¬ 
ted preaching like Indira Gandhi did 
when she was in power, not to make 
too much of corruption. In fact, 
Girilal Jain, chief editor of The 
Times of Indta, has openlv warned 
of the “dangers of excessive zeal” 
being shown against “corruption in 
public life.” Indira ha« her Sanjay. 
Morarji his Kantibhai and Jagjivan 
Ram his Sureshbhaf. 

But why should the general pub¬ 
lic be interested to cover up corrup¬ 
tion? Ultimately, the common man 
has to pay for it, in one form or the 
other. Unfortunately, for these well- 
wishers of the establishment, there is 
a sharp division in the establishment 
itself. The section of the establish¬ 
ment which is now in the Opposi¬ 
tion is not prepared to oblige that 
section of the establishment which 
is in power in the matter of cover¬ 
ing up corruption. All those who 
have no vested interest should take 




fall advantage of the virtual dvil 
war between the two sections of the 
establishment Corruption is neither a 
private issue between Charan Singh 
and Morarji Desai, nor an inner 
Party Janata issue Also even thou 
sands of blessings of JP to the com¬ 
promise formula will not be able to 
remove the stink of corruption in 
high places So far Morarji is con 
oerned, the mud will stick No tears 
need to be shed on this befitting 
finale to his self righteous political 
career spanning nearly five decades. 

The country has suffered Morarji 
bhai’s moral preaching for too long 
These who jpiit themselves on high 
moral pedestals invariably have an 
ignominious fall Even after bring 
mg peace Morarji could not wriggle 
out of the hanti issue 

If the compromise foimula is 
truthfully implemented. Charan 
Singh will capture the Party This 
position is not acceptable to most 
Harijans and former Congressmen 
in the Janata Even the Jana Sangh 
segment has serious misgivings, 
though I K Advani i* committed 
to this formula and Atql Behan’s 
suppoit to it is assured But most 
other Jana Sangh leaders feel 
thil Chaudhaiy Charan Singh is too 
parochial and too rigid The tear is 
that he will edge out Jana Sangh 
elements from the Party, besides 
destroying iana Sangh s political 
support base Already the. casteist 
politics practised by the Chaudhary’s 
men in the hegitland of the Hindi 
speaking bell has caused a serious 
erosion of the original" and tradi 
tional suppo-t base of Jana Sangh 
among uppei caste Hindus However 


the wnt of Nagpur (the RSS head 
uarters) still runs among the Jana 
angh members and it will ensure 
that most Jana Sangh men sup¬ 
port the compromise formula in ac 
cordance with the commitment made 
by Advani So far as former Con 
gressmen and Haitians are concer 
ned they think that they just cannot 
coexist with Chaian Singh in the 
same Party let alone stay in a Patty 
which is controlled by him There 
are 66 Haujan and Scheduled Tribes 
Janata MPs in the I ok Sabha Most 
of them are ready to levolt But 
they need a leadei to rally behind 

As far as C B Cupta is concern 
ed, after all the sound and fury, m 
the final analysis he is expected to 
fall in line behind Morarji But H 
N. Bahuguna is mentally ready to 
take a plunge, though Babuji is still 
hesitant and is sulking He realises 
that the formula i> directed to iso¬ 
late him Significantly when Morarji 
was preparing to sign the instru¬ 
ment of sui render he sent to Jagji 
van Ram a list of rharges against 
the latter for comments The 
charges wem horn an “anony 
mou« ’ sourte the PM said Morar 
ji's confidintcs started a whispering 
campaign that if Babuji becomes the 
Pi une Mmistei it would escalate 
caste conflicts in the country 

It cannot be said with ceitainty 
that if these former Congressmen 
do not succeed in scuttling the com 
promise formula whether they will 
split the Party or not The only hitch 
in the split is that a viable political 
realignment both in terms of num 
bers inside the Parliament and a 
popular suppoit base outside the 


Parliament may be difficult without 
Indira Gandhi There aie still a 
large number of former Congress 
men who have not yet overcome 
their allergy to joining hands with 
Indira Gandhi overtly or covertly 
But even if these former Congress 
men do not formally split the Party 
and fail to form another ruling 
alignment, they will turn * Raj Na 
rains (dissidents) in the event ot 
Chaudhaiy Charan Singh capturing 
the Parts 

Many of them are professional 
dissidents and Young Turks Ihey 
can play the new role most effect! 
vely In tact they felt suffocated and 
cramped in their role ol suppoiteis 
of the establishment They will now 
be free of this obligation One 
suih probable dissident would be 
Chandiashekhai hirnself For ins 
tance knowing his inclinations he 
must be realising that theie is a link 
between the Rs 90 lakh election fund 
and the new textile policy since the 
bulk ol this amount must have been 
collected from Gujarat textile mag 
mates Still as Paitv president his 
mouth was shut both against corrup¬ 
tion and the textile policy as well as 
sugar decontrol Chandrashekhai’s 
line of attack will certainly be dtffe 
rent from that ot Raj Natain But it 
will be no less effective, as his role 
during Indira Gandhi s regime prov 
ed To sum up, even if the compro 
mise foimula goes through the poll 
tical stars have so willed that either 
one section will break away from 
it or there will bo no peace witbm 
the Party and it will be condemn! d 
to perpetual infighting This will 
surely be bad for the Janata its 
end may be m sight 
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The tensions of August 17 


O N AUGUST 17 political circles 
in the capital were keeping 
their fingers crossed. Excitement 
was running high. It was the day 
Raj Narain was due to explain be¬ 
fore Parliament the circumstances 
which led to his ouster from the 
•Cabinet. 

It was clear he was going to 
repeat his claim that he bad not 
violated any law by addressing a 
Yuva Janata meeting in Simla on 
June 25, that he had neither criti¬ 
cised the Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Shanta Kumar, nor cons¬ 
pired against the PM. He could al¬ 
so have claimed that the PM had 


sakta horn ki Lrmaye kabhi bhi btna 
'check* ktye koyi arm nahm lagateu. 
Madhu sarika pambhtr admi hai, 
ofuah par nahm chalta.” He made 
.the statement shortly after a two- 
hour meeting with Acharya J. B, 
Kripalani. 

About the same time the Acharya 
was surrounded by a group of lea¬ 
ders. He was under intense pres¬ 
sure from the Sarvodaya lobby, it 
had been learnt that Acharya Kripa¬ 
lani . might pay a visit to JP on 
August 19. Sources close to the 
Gandhi Peace Foundation confirm 
that he was willing to meet JP to 
sort out the Janata Party squabbles. 







purposely misinformed the nation 
and distorted the truth about the 
Simla incident. It looked like be 
would bombard the PM with accusa¬ 
tions of a conspiracy to oust him from' 
the Cabinet. He was also sure to 
raise the controversies over HIN- 
DALCO, the enquiry commissions 
against the former PM and the raw 
deal for the peasantry. 

Morarji Desal and his supporters 
on the other hand, were jittery, 
afraid of a possible outbrust by Raj 
Narain against Kanti Bhai. Earlier 
after Limaye’s letter, Raj Narain toil 
a group of correspondents that Madhu 
Limave was a '‘responsible’ man: 
"Bhai Madhu hew patra likha hoi. 
pah sahi hoi. Mayra* Madhu say 
boat; iwMn hut. par main itne kok 


but only in response to an invita¬ 
tion from JP. So on August 13 an 
emissary was sent to JP with a 
covering letter from Madhu Limayc. 
On Wednesday he was back in Delhi 
with a message for the Acharya re¬ 
questing him to visit Patna. Some 
Sarvodaya leaders also tried to dis¬ 
suade him from going to Patna on 
August 19. 

Sunday, August 13, was a day of 
desperation for the mediators. Some 
senior members of the Union Cabi¬ 
net who were fed up with the in¬ 
fighting were planning to quit the 
Government. The names mentioned 
were Biju Patnaik, Atal Behari 
Vajpayee, L. K. Advani and George 
Fernandes. But none of them, ex¬ 
cept George Fernandes, was men¬ 


tally prepared for the move. Accor 
ding to sources dose to him, Mr 
Fernandes had set August 26 as the 
date for his resignation. Earlier, on 
August 10 the Janata Party general 
secretary Madhu Limaye had resig¬ 
ned from his post because he was 
not ready to share responsibility for 
the Government and the Party’s loss 
of credibility. The then Partv 
president Chandrashekhar turned 

A'Congress' 
revolt 

'"PHIS time, even C. B. Gupta, 

* friend and adviser to the PM 
and elder statesman of the ex 
Congressmen in the Janata, was 
caught napping. The old foe of 
Chaudhary Charan Singh who has 
been openly propagating a reuni¬ 
fication of the Congress, was 
aghast when he learnt that Morarji 
Uesai had accepted the Chau 
dhary as Janata Party chief. He 
flew to the capital immediately 
and warned the PM against the 
consequences ot such a move. (In 
deed, it was clear from the begin¬ 
ning that the formula was a vie 
tory for the non-Congress elements 
in the Janata led by the Socialists.» 
All the ex-Congressmen were livid. 
Krishna Kant and Ram Dhan 
spoke of quitting the Party: “How 
can we accept Charan Singh when 
he has always considered ex- 
Congressmen as second class citi 
rens!” Ravindra Varma said: ‘The 
proposed arrangement would not 
be in the interest of the Parly in 
the long run.” 

Among the former Jana San 
ghis, Subramaniam Swamy was 
looking desperate and shocked. 
He, along with S. S Bhandari. 
spoke out against this "package 
deal”. 

And once again, at a crucial 
moment, Babu Jagjivan Ram felt 
sore and isolated. He felt bad that 
Chandrashekhar had not consul¬ 
ted him before making this impor 
tant decision. And H. N. Bahu- 
guna, normally the coolest of poll 
tidans. always suave and s«*et. 
for once lost his temper. His mood 
on August 17 oscillated between 
anger and despair-—and it will 
not be surprising if he is the first 
to resign from the Government 
and the Party in protest. But be¬ 
fore that he and his friends may 
try and put up a candidate against 
the Chaudhary if and when his 
election to the Party post comes 
up. But the process of a reuni¬ 
fication of Congressmen has star¬ 
ted. 
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down his letter of resignation, but 
Mr Limaye insisted that he had 
ceased to function as an office 
beater and had even returned his 
office car. 

On August 11 Biju Patnaik, Atal 
Behari Vajpayee. L. K. Advani, 
George Fernandes and Madhu 
l.imaye got together to thrash out a 
strategy. The atmosphere at the 
meeting was one of gloom. A close 
friend of Chaudhary Charan Singh, 
Dr Swamp Singh, was also present. 
Frantic efforts were made to find a 
way out of the impasse. But Atal 
Behari Vajpayee broke down and 
told Madhu Limaye : “Where do 
we (Jana Sanghis) go? We cannot 
go back to the Jana Satigh. We 
have given up our policy and we 
have accepted your policy of secular¬ 
ism, socialism and non-alignment. 
We have even given up our demand 
that Article 370 be abrogated. 
Where do we eo now ? Wc have 
nowhere to go if the Janata Party 
disintegrate#? Here was Vajoayee 
in his tme .colours — truthful and 
emotional, a lonely don among other 
Jana Sangh hawks who are all out 
for Charan Singh’s blood. And 
probably, the only Jana Saneh man 
with whom Charan Singh has not 
broken his tics. 

Afier the meeting George Fer¬ 
nandes held out his threat to resign 
from the Cabinet. Meanwhile, Biju 
Patnaik and Madhu Limaye decided 
on a last ditch effort to salvage the 
Party from the crisis with a dras¬ 
tic step. Mr Limaye wrote a letter 


to the PM. Morarji Desai is known 
to be a man of firm principles and 
a clear head, but Mr Limaye’s letter 
gave him cold feet. And George 
Fernandes’s decision to quit heral¬ 
ded the end of his political career. 
The idea of electing a new leader of 
tfie Janata Parliamentary Party 
caught on, aad a new alignment of 
forces in the Janata Party was clear¬ 
ly in the offing. All the Socialists 
bad joined Charan Singh against the 
PM-Jana Sangh gang-up. Even the 
softspoken liberal Socialist Surendra 
Mohan joined George Fernandes, 
Rabi Rav and Biju Patnaik. A close 
friend of the Janata Party president 
Chandrashekhar, Surendra Mohan 
airdashed to Patna with a vulner¬ 
able heart. The hawks of the BLD- 
Sndalist combine were then talking 
of suggesting a new name for the 
Prime Ministership. In order to 
corner Mnrarji Bhai, they suggested 
Babu Jagjivan Ram. 

Under pressure of these circums¬ 
tances, therefore, on the evening of 
August 1G, Morarji Desai decided to 
resile. Considering the unyielding 
stand he had adopted all through, 
any patch-up meant a defeat for the 
PM, and it is clear that he had been 
beaten hands down in the tussle. 
The settlement has meant a com¬ 
plete withdrawal of his previous 
stand. Which also proves that he 
was unable to satisfactorily defend 
bis son Kanti Desai against charges 
of corruption. 

But one person who came out of 
the entire affair with an improved 


image is Chandrashekhar. He offer¬ 
ed his resignation from the Janata 
Party president’s post without hesi¬ 
tation, when he was not requested 
to do so by anybody. 

Thus the storv of the period bet 
ween August 13 and August 17 is 
a story of ingenious manoeuvres and 
painstaking parleys — between 
George Fernandes and Dr Swarup 
Singh, Swarup Singh and Charan 
Singh, Swarup Singh and Biju Pat¬ 
naik. Biju Patnaik, Surendra Mohan 
and, Purshottam Lai Kaushik, etc. In 
the course of these confabulations 
Charan Singh was offered the De¬ 
fence portfolio, which he refused 
through his mouthpiece, Swarup 
Singh. He made it expressly clear 
that he would oot join the Cabinet 
at any cost. The PM for his part 
insisted that he would not take back 
Narsingh Yadav into the Ministry. 
However, the combined efforts of 
Madbu Limaye, George Fernandes, 
Biju Patnaik. Rabi Ray, Karpoori 
Th^kur and Surendra Mohan finally 
bore fruit. But the resulting settle- 
nffint was more than a mere com¬ 
promise. It was a gruelling defeat 
for Morarji Desai, who was forced 
to eat his own words : He had 
dared to call Madhu Limaye a 
“trouble maker.” Mr Limaye, along 
with George Fernandes and Kar¬ 
poori Thakur are the ones who 
emerged With credit in this trial of 
strength. 


UDAYAN SHARMA 


Criticism, confidence and despair 


it (the criticism against his son; 
is nothing but character assassi¬ 
nation—Morarji Desai 

While the clash of personalities, 
was expected 1 have full confi¬ 
dence in the maturity and general 
political wisdom of the people— 
JP 

Journalists should avoid charac¬ 
ter assassination and should abide 
by a code of conduct for them¬ 
selves—Atal Behari Vajpayee 

Those involved in the infight¬ 
ing do not realise that it was not 
our positive qualities but the 
negative qualities of Mrs Gandhi 
which had put us in power—S. 
Nijalingappa 

The former Congressmen are 
being dug up from their political 
graveyards and posted in key 
positions—Raj Narain 

The rank and file of the Party 
Teel that a pltcure of complete 
unity cannot emerge without Mr 
Charan Singh’s inclusion in the 
Cabinet—S. N. Mishra 

1 do not want an amicable set¬ 




tlement (on the Kanjhawala vio¬ 
lence between caste Hindus and 
Harijans) to be left to the bureau¬ 
cracy. They are not free from 
caste consciousness—Samar Guha 

The Congress (I) is least inte¬ 
rested in unseating the Janata 
Government because everyone 
knows that it will disintegrate 
due to infighting and dissensions 
—Indira Gandhi 

1 am willing to go to the gal¬ 
lows and even face a firing 
squad, but I will never abandon 
the people—Mrs Gandhi 

Political Parties may come and 
go, but the nation lives forever— 
President N. Sanjoeva Reddy to a 
group of Congress (1) leaders 
who had gone to present him a 
memorandum on ’Save-lndia Day’ 

Mr Desai is behaving like a 
headmaster, forgetting that he is 
first among equals—Raj Narain 

In order to make the Janata 
Party strong, action should he 
taken against indiscipline starting 
from the day a letter was remo¬ 
ved from the file of the Election 


Commission—Arjun Singh Bha- 
duria, MP, formerly of the BLD. 

I am ready for a split in the 
Party—Mani Bam Bagri, Janata 
MP 

Where do we go? We cannot 
go back to the Jana Sangh. .We 
have nowhere to go if the Janata 
Party disintegrates—Atal Behari 
Vajpayee 

I don’t know whv Mr Raj 
Narain should he so excited. 1 
don’t know whether he supports 
violent action. If he does, let 
him say so and 1 will deal with 
him—Mr Morarji Desai 

I will meet the Prime Mini¬ 
ster’s violence with non violence— 
Mr Narain in reply 

Mr Chandrashekhar has made 
a positive contribution (by step¬ 
ping down from the Janata Party 
President’s post) -Karpoori Tha¬ 
kur 

Leaders of all constituent fac¬ 
tions of the Janata Party collected 
funds separately amt spent them 
on candidates of their own group 
—C. R Gupta, Janata Party trea¬ 
surer 







What happened to the Rs.90 lakhs? 



THERE is one thing which is h* 

* very short supply in hthi 
vision. The latest patchwork dart 
between the PM and Cbaran Safb 
is vet another excellent exaautr. 
Nobody seems to realise that after 
the Madhu Lima ye letter, in which 
he accused Kantiial Desai. son of 
the Prime Minister, of collecting 
Rs 90 iakhs for “election pur¬ 
poses”, the dignity and credibility 
of the Janata Government and 
Party can never be restored ex 
cept by one of two things either 
Kanti Desai must prove that he 
did not do this, or the PM must 
resign. Kanti Desai and the dr 
culating stones about him have 
already poisoned the image of the 
Government: This blow ran kill 
the Party. The public wants ans 
wers to questions, not patchwork 
Government. 

Till now, the Prime Minister 
has been pleading that his son has 
had nothing to do with either 
business houses, nor was he intei 
faring in Party or Government 
matters. But in a letter sent on 
August 13, Madhu Limaye, a gene 
ral secretary of the Janata Party, 
shattered these arguments In this 
letter, Limaye reminds ihe PM 
that even during the 1968 debate 
on the Kanti Desai "issue, Morarji 
bhai had mentioned that his son 
bad severed “all” his links with 
“all” his business concerns Bui 
during the recent Rajya Sabha 
debate on the Congress (I) m«> 
tion, Limaye pointed out, “you 
contradict yourself by talking 
about his connection with a ster 
ling company from which he drew 
an annual remuneration of £1000.” 
Mr Limaye also referred to the 
talk that Kanti Desai had collec 
ted funds for the Party in the 



Madhu Limaye : demand for 
probe 


Assembly elections "1 disbelie 
ved it but now Atal, Biju and 
otheis confirm that he collected 
Rs 90 lakhs Did you give him 
permission to do this’” 


After the letter was sent, Party 
President Chandrashekhar was 
talking with one of his friends at 
the residence of Krishan Kant 
and he accepted the fact that 
Kanti Desai had collected the 
money. Then came a remark from 
Lucknow. C. B. Gupta, a trusted 
friend of Merarjibbai, said in 
Lucknow on August 16 that he. 
as treasurer of the Party, had 
authorised Kanti Desai to collect 
funds on behalf of the Janata 
Party. So the Prime Minister is 
left with no arguments in defence 
of his son's actions. So why has 
our Gandhian Prime Minister who 
believes in speaking the truth, 
been saying all along that his son 
never interfered or was involved 
with Party work’ Why was he 
always maintaining that all his 
son did in Delhi was look after 
(the PM’s) personal affairs? Does 
Morarji Desai think that fund 
collection by his son is not corrup¬ 
tion? 


It is sad to notice the lukewarm 
attitude of the Janata leaders, lea 
ders who have crusaded against 
corruption in the past, leaders 
who have fought by the side of 
JP during the anti corruption 
movement, to this blatant instance 
of impropriety It is shocking to 
see the likes of George Fernandes 
defend the Government on this 
point: He, and all those who claim 
to believe in honesty in politics, 
must resign from the Government 
of Morarji Desai. 

This has become a public issue. 
Chaudhary Charan Singh may 
now deride to keep quiet, Madhu 
Limaye may not send any more 
letters, but the Prime Minister 
and tiie Janata Party are answe¬ 
rable to the masses The questions 
are clear: “Why did the son of 
the Prime Minister collect Rs 90 
lakhs? Where did ‘he money go? 
In what capacity he approach 
the capitalists for this money? 

If these questions ere not 
answered, the whole structure 
will collapse, and no amount of 
patchwork can save it then. 

UDAYAN SHARMA 






'The charges against Kanti 
should be probed' 


Last week, RAVIVAR, the 
Hindi weekly, published a 
controversial interview with 
loknayak Jayaprakash Nara- 
yan, in which JP told S. P. 
SINGH (editor of RAVIVAR ) 
his honest opinion of the 
Janata Government and its 
leaders. We reproduce the 
interview, by courtesy of 
RAVIVAR. 


Q: People are disillusioned with 
the Janata Party’s rule. We have 
come to a stage when people have 
begun getting disgusted with anyone 
Who talks of politics. The nation is 
looking at you for guidance at this 
hour of crisis. But you have prefer¬ 
red to remain silent—why? 

A: This is so because I am ill 
and it’s not possible for me to pro¬ 
perly study the situation and oifer 
comments. Unless I get first-hand 
information, my comments would be 
superfluous I am unable to meet 
people—peisonal contacts with the 
masses enabled me to derive 
strength, and I could guide them 
(earlier). 

Q: I hope the reason behind your 
silence to not Mr Morarji Desai's 
statement that the present crisis is 
an internal matter of the ruling 
Party and he would not tolerate out¬ 
side interference—It is clear that his 
reference was to you and Acharya 
J. B. Kripalanl. 

A: So far I have not reacted to 
this, but as you have asked me I 
would say this When Morarjibhai 
was made the Prime Minister, the 
political situation in this country 
was very complex. Had Morarjibhai 
been left to himself, it is difficult to 
say whether he would have become 
the PM. Among otheis Chaudhury 
Charan Singh was a strong conten¬ 
der. We thought that Morarjibhai 
was experienced, he was a Gapdhian 
and an idealist, and therefore, he 
would be a suitable choice. But his 
performance till now has disappoin¬ 
ted ns I do not sec any reason why 
promises could not be honoured. I 
doi t know if the former Jana Sangh 
has acted as a stumbling block. 
Moral jibhai could have sought my 
help All the leaders are grateful 
to me because 1 stood by them when 
they wei - under attack. 
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Q: You have known Mr Deni in 
public life for the last 50 yean and 
nis arrogant nature to well known 
to you. In spite of this why did you 
propose his name as P.M.T 

A: Everyone will agree that 
Morarjibhai is less arrogant now. 
Dada Kripalam and I thought that 
an all-India personality was nece- 
ssaiy. Charan Singh was important 
but his influence was limited to the 
North, few had heard of him in 
the South. 

Q: But had you wanted you could 
have made a younger person, say 
Chandrashekh. or Vajpayee, the 
PM. They would have easily been 
accepted then. Why did you not 
consider the name of s younger poli¬ 
tician? 

A: The atmosphere then was in 
favour of the older generation. After 
all, seniority gets preference in our 
country. 

Q: Babu Jagjivan Ram aaya that 
had the MPs been consulted he 
would have been the PM. 

A: It’s bkely that this would have 
been so, but in those days every¬ 
thing was uncertain. After all, 
Morarjibhai is the first PM who has 
become popular abroad and enhan¬ 
ced the nation’s image. Jawaharlalji 
was an international leader—leave 
him aside. 


Q: Why does Mr Desai get In¬ 
furiated at the very mention of your 
name? 

A: I don't know if he gets infu¬ 
riated or not Maybe it’s so. Now he 
is in power. 

Q: Mrs Indira Gandhi did not 
like to hear anything against Sanjay; 
Morarji Desai’s attitude towards 
allegations against Kanti la the 
same. Don’t you find similarities in 
the character of the two? 

A: I am vehemently opposed to 
this mentality. Morarjibhai’s attitude 
is- totally wrong. He should always 
be on guard. Had the allegations 
of corruption and nepotism been 
levelled from irresponsible quarters 
it would have been different But 
when they have come from Charan 
Singh and other senior leaders they 
should be probed. 

Q: The recent developments and 
your total silence raises speculatfoa 
that you have come to the conclu¬ 
sion that the character of both Con¬ 
gress and the Janata Party to the 
tame and a third force la needed. 


A: Undoubtedly the character of 
the two is almost the same. But n 
revolutionary movement brings in 
Its fold certain changes, and the 
changes did take place—however, I 
am dissatisfied with the way things 
are going on. Many wrong things 
are being done. No socio-economic 
changes nave taken place. I did not 
expect them to bring about revolu¬ 
tionary changes, but I had hoped 
that they stood for change. What 
problems they have is not clear to 
me. 

Q: Recently a camp was orga¬ 
nised in Nsrora for developing a 
third force and the venture had your 
blessings. Do you think a third force 
will emerge? 

A: Nobody keeps in touch with 
me. I don’t know what happened 
in Narora or what follow-up action 
has been taken. 

Q: You are saying that you are 
an injured soldier who to now bed¬ 
ridden, therefore you would not 
like to speak out Bat the common 
man had voted for the Janata Party 
at your bid ding. Yon cannot shirk 
your historical responsibilities. For 
the common man yon are no ordi¬ 
nary mortal, you symbolise their 
courage and aspirations. Your silence 
is creating suspicion# in their minds. 

A: You are ignoring one thing 
without which nothing can be said. 
Morarjibhai is senior to me—in age 
as well as in being the PM. Even 
if he does not come, he can send 
someone, say Kantibhai or one of 
his ministerial'colleagues, to talk to 
me. But perhaps because he thinks 
that JP is ill, or due to some other 
considerations, he has kept me 
totally in the dark. I do not know 
what is going on. Without knowing 
the facts if I speak, the results can 
be bad, therefore, I am quiet. 

Q: He does not send anyone to 
yon because yon are 01 and yet you 
also say that he Is taking a keen 
interest in your welfare, this to sym¬ 
bolic of your greatness. Bnt when¬ 
ever any leader's position (hi newer) 
Is in danger, he comet rmsbg to 
yon. Yon must say something to the 
people. Should they unleash a move¬ 
ment for the implementation of the 
election pledges? 

A: Yes, they may. In fact, they 
must I will speak out at the appro¬ 
priate time. Everything has an 
opportune moment; when it comes, 

1 will speak out 

Q: On March M, Wn Mr Merarjl 




Desal had premised you in the Cen¬ 
tral Hall of Parliament that hi? 
Government would utilise youth 
power for creative work. More than 
a year has passed by, but nothing has 
been done. Do you think that the 
Janata Party and its Government 
are misusing youth power? 

A: I don't remember what pre¬ 
cisely Morarjibhai had suid then. 1 
cannot recall if he had mentioned 
something about utilisation of youth 
power. But there has been no effort 
to channelise youth ppwer. To some 
extent he may be responsible for 
this. His outlook may not have been 
that, of social development and no- 
cial change. The youth too are to be 
blamed. When they disintegrate, 
their impact is naturally less. 

Q: Do you Chink that the Janata 
Party and its Government are deli¬ 
berately suppressing youth power? 
Do they want to forget the role of 
youth? 

A: There are some people like 
Morarjibhai who cannot think of any 
utility for the youth because of 
their traditional outlook. The youth 
had emerged as a strong force. This 
force is now becoming weak and if 
the present trend continues it will 
be finished. 


Q: What is destroyed cannot 
easily be started again. Why has 
the power of the youth been almost 
deatroyed? 

A: I think this was inevitable. 
When any movement gains momen¬ 
tum tensions rise and all types of 
forces emerge. History has shown 
this. After the movement when 
things stabilise, the hot-headed ele¬ 
ments start creating trouble. The 
main reason for this is lack of cau¬ 
tion. Revolutionary forces peter out 
because of this. 

Q: YOu had talked of class 
straggle. Various people draw their 
own Inferences from your call for a 
class struggle. Yon have said that 
thv straggle wfli ha Boa-violent, hot 


would the definition of "class strug¬ 
gle’ be the same as that propounded 
by Karl Marx or do you .have any 
other definition? 

A: Tbe ‘class struggle’ as defined 
by Marx is possible only in an In¬ 
dustrial society. According to his 
theory only the working class will 
play a revolutionary role. These con¬ 
ditions do not prevail in our coun¬ 
try. Here we also have the upper 
class, the upper middle and the 
lower middle classes as well. Then 
there are the various communities. 
Therefore, the proletariat cannot 
hive any special role. In this coun¬ 
try we have classes which are not 
covered by Marx's definition of a 
‘class', these classes have both co¬ 
hesion with, and contradictions bet¬ 
ween ‘ each other. 

Q: For organisiiu| a class straggle 
would you also call for class organi¬ 
sations? Hie Lok Samltfs do not give 
representation to all the classes, they 
are packed with people from the 
upper class. 

A: I have all throughout been say¬ 
ing that a class organisation is neces¬ 
sary. The Lok Samitis can mobilise 
the common man, the small traders 
and the other weaker classes. The 
difficulty is that the weaker classes 
have not realised their common inte¬ 
rest as yet. They do not realise who 
their friends and foes are. 

Q: You recognise the concept of 
"class’ and of ‘class struggle’. Whom 
do you consider to bo the ‘class 
enemy"? 

A: As there are classes, I recog¬ 
nise that there are conradictions 
among them. ‘Enemy’ is not a desira¬ 
ble word. Naturally there is a clash 
of class interests, but in our country 
there is a need for having an amica¬ 
ble settlement. Sarvodaya was an 
experiment In this direction—it tried 
to achieve an amicable synthesis, but 
it has not been successful so far. 

Q: Unless we know who stands for 
what, how can a struggle take place? 


A: At least in this country a class 
struggle is not possible. There is a 
particular type of relationship bet¬ 
ween the farmer and the farm 
labourer, as also between the rich 
and the poor farmer. Ours is not an 
industrial society. 

Q: China too did not have an In¬ 
dustrial society, how did a class 
straggle take place there? 

A: I don’t know much about 
China. One reason which seems like¬ 
ly is that there was too much oppres¬ 
sion there, and the- people there 
believed in violent methods. But what 
was the net result? The revolutionar¬ 
ies there forgot all about the revolu 
tion and adopted dictatorial methods 
in order to stay in power. Our coun¬ 
try is quite advanced in these 
matters, here we neither have a pro¬ 
letariat in the traditional sense nor is 
there so much oppression. We have 
to overcome these conditions. 1 am 
sure that we will be able to find a 
way out. 

Q: Ever since the creation of tbe 
Janata Party, all the conflicts that 
have taken place between various 
communities and between the people 
and the police have taken a violent 
turn. Is it a pointer to the character 
of the future movements? 

A: It’s difficult to say anything 
about the next movement—how It 
will be organised, under which cir¬ 
cumstances, and who would lead it. 
Where will it take place? If it’s in 
Bengal, and led by the CPI(M), then 
there is no possibility of it being 
pon-violent. They do not worry about 
violence and non-violence. Even in 
the youth movement which will take 
place under today's circumstances 
there is a big possibility of violence. 
There has been no remarkable 
change in our country, this of course 
has caused unrest, but the youth too 
have cut a sorry figure. Elections 
were held, some (young) people ask¬ 
ed for tickets, which were given. 
Many of them have been elected to 
the Assemblies. Though a few have 
been sent to the Legislatures, many 
more wanted to be sent, and that is 
very significant. 

Q: If such a violent movement 
starts in which you see even a re¬ 
mote possibility of a revolutionary 
change, what would be your role? 

A; If there is such a movement 
and I see the possibilities of change, 
I would not oppose it, this I have 
said many a time. Whether I will su¬ 
pport it is difficult to say. What will 
happen under those circumstances 
cannot be predicted. 1 have not lost 
hope. Change can be brought about 
by peaceful means, though it has not 
yet been successful. The youth power 
is slowly decaying. 

Q: There is a cold war among 
some of your supporters about who 
should succeed you. Do you find 
anyone really close to you in politic* 
or in any outer field? 

A: No. There is no'successor’.Those 
who are saying so may be doing it 
out of respect for me. I respect their 
views. 
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Danger level breached 


E LEVEN speeches and jm un¬ 
known number of interjections 
are reported lost in an unprece¬ 
dented uproar in the Lok Sabha 
yesterday. Initial reports say that 
a number of Bills are lying sub¬ 
merged in the House and Ministers 
are making frantic efforts to reach 
them. One of them is reported 
to have lost his portfolio in the 
attempt, but this has not been 
confirmed in official quarters. 

Meanwhile, our correspondents 
report from Lucknow and Patna 
that the uproars which started in 
the U.P. and Bihar Assemblies last 
week are continuing unabated. 

The Lok Sabha uproar is con¬ 
sidered by observers to be the 
loudest in 27 years. Senior mem¬ 
bers of the House are of the opi¬ 
nion that nothing so noisy has 
occurred in the House in their 
experience. 

The Speaker of the Lok Sabha 
has appealed to members to re¬ 
main calm and disciplined. He is 
said to be considering evacuation 
of the House if the situation chan¬ 
ges for the worse. 

Our Special Correspondent who 
flew in a helicopter over Parlia¬ 
ment House last night describes 
the scene in a telephoned dis¬ 
patch : 

It is a dismal sight, with mem¬ 
bers crying themselves hoarse' 
and unable to raise their voices 
above the din. There were fre¬ 
quent fights among themselves as 
each of them tried to blame the 
others for the noise. The first 
serious warning of uproar cama 
a few weeks ago when some mem¬ 
bers levelled charges of corrup* 
tion against the Government. The 
Government then put up moral 
defences as a precautionary mea¬ 
sure in case the allegations rose 
above the danger level. 

What happened yesterday was 
unexpected. A few members of 
the Opposition walked up to the 
opposite benches and pulled down 
the Government defences. The 
sudden onrush of charges took 
the Ministers by surprise and they 
scattered in all directions. A few 
ruling Party members at this stags 
noticed a breach in the pande¬ 
monium wall and shouted for 
help. Attempts to repair the 
breach were foiled bv the Opposi¬ 
tion and they had to withdraw to 





safe positions before pandemo¬ 
nium broke out. Order papers 
were seen floating everywhere. 
The loss to the nation is esti¬ 
mated to be of the order of seve¬ 
ral lakhs of rupees. 

UNI adds: A spokesman of the 
Government in a Press statement* 
has characterised the uproar as 
man-made. He said that in spite 
of official warnings, the members 
persisted in hurling charges know¬ 
ing full well that the moral 
defences and the pandemonium 
wall were vulnerable to such 
attacks. Without the cooperation 
of all Parties, he said, corruption 
could not be kept at the desired 
leveL Irresponsible attacks on 
corruption, he pointed out, would 
lower the morale of the bureau¬ 
cracy. In the end it would be 
the poor who would suffer, as 
they would be deprived of even 
the little corruption they usually 
employ to get tbings done, he 
added. 

Hie forecast for next week is 
that uproarious weather will con¬ 
tinue, with the likelihood of vio¬ 
lent storms. The oppression now 
centred over Marathwada and 
Vidarbha is likely to move in a 
northerly direction and is expec¬ 


ted to hit Bihar and Uttar Pra¬ 
desh before turning northwest¬ 
wards to Haryana. Warning sig¬ 
nals have been hoisted in New 
Delhi. 

In the Rajya Sabha several 
members urged the Government to 
take immediate measures to check 
uproars. Speaking during a debate 
initiated by a leader of the Con¬ 
gress (1). one member suggested 
that the microphones of Lok Sa¬ 
bha and Rajya Sabha should be 
linked so that excessive noise in 
one house could be partly diver¬ 
ted to the other. Another member 
said that the abolition of micro¬ 
phones might be a better way to 
reduce noise. His remark threa¬ 
tened to cause an uproar as seve¬ 
ral members got up to protest, 
and one of them wanted it to be 
referred to the privileges com¬ 
mittee of Parliament. The Chair¬ 
man ruled that there was no case 
for reference to the privileges 
committee, adding that for him¬ 
self he always took the precaution ' 
of plugging his ears with cotton 
wool before taking the chair. His 
remark was drowned in laughter 
from the public galleries. 

ABU ABRAHAM 
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Marathwada-Pavtfar's 
christening in blood 


Within days of Mr Shared 
Pawar assuming office as the 
Chief Minister of Maharash¬ 
tra, the Marathwada region 
was rocked by communal 
violence. SUNDAY corres¬ 
pondents analyse the agita¬ 
tion. 


r E newly formed Government in 
Maharashtra under the leader¬ 


ship of Mr Sharad Pawar is facing a 
grave challenge on the issue of re¬ 
naming Marathwada University as 
"Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar Marath- 


wada University.’’ Earlier enthusiasm 
and appreciation displayed by the 
people for the fall of Mr Vasantrao 


Patil Ministry has turned into con¬ 
demnation and anger for Mr l’awar’s 
regime. Reports from all the five 
districts of Marathwada right from 


small villages to the big towns in¬ 
dicate how strong have been the 
■feelings of the people on the issue of 
renaming the university. 


Undoubtedly the decision to re¬ 
name the university was a hasty one. 
The ruling coalition could postpone it 
for sometime. Some homework should 
have been done. Fears should have 
been allayed. Doubts in the minds 
of the people should have been 
cleared. All the sections of the 
people should have been taken into 
confidence. Unfortunately Mr Sharad 
Pawar’s Government did not care to 
consult the representatives of all the 
sections of the people. Support given 
by all the members of State Legisla¬ 
ture only shows how much they were 
alienated from the people and how 
much they were wrong in assessing 
the feelings of the people particular¬ 
ly of this region. 


It should be noted that the issue 
of renaming the university was rais¬ 
ed by the Dalit Panther leaders in 
the beginning of 1977. Since Auran¬ 
gabad has a large student population 
of the daitts (Scheduled Castes, most¬ 
ly Mahars) pressure was mounted on 
the university authorities—the vicc- 
Chancellor and the Executive Council 
(Syndicate) to initiate the move of 
renaming the university. The Execu¬ 
tive Council succumbed to the pre¬ 
ssure. A resolution to this effect was 
passed. The dalrt students' bodies 
and the political Parties all over the 
State requested Mr Vasantrao Patil, 
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the then Chief Minister, to consider 
the issue. He held meetings of the 
different sections of the people of 
Marathwada and found that there, 
was no unanimity on this question. 
He further adopted a rather ambigu¬ 
ous and vague position, that is, 

supporting renaming the university 
but not taking any action on it at 
the same time. On July 25 the 

resent Chief Minister, Mr Sharad 
awar, called the meeting of some 
leaders of Marathwada as well as 
the representatives of the various 
political parties. It seems that those 
present in that meeting supported 
the Chief Minister He also announc¬ 
ed that during this Assembly session 
(July 27 was the last day of Assembly 
Session) a resolution would be moved. 
On the same day the leaders of the 
Students Action Committee announced 
that it will strongly oppose the re¬ 
naming of the university. It gave a 
call for keeping the schools and 
college closed on July 26. The 
students' leaders made it clear in 
their speeches that Marathwada does 
not belong to any caste or sect but 
belongs to all. They criticised Mr 
Pawar and Mr S. M. Joshi, the State 
Janata president, for their stand on 
the renaming the university. The 
Students’ Action Committee announc¬ 
ed that on July 27 a Marathwada 
‘bundh’ shall be observed. The 
schools and the colleges should be 
closed indefinitely. 

Both Houses of Maharashtra Legis¬ 
lature passed the resolution for 


renaming the Marathwada University 
amidst the thumping of tables on 
July 27. In the Lower House the 
Bill" was moved by the Chief Minlstei 
himself. He paid glowing tributes 
to Dr Ambedkar For his services in 
the cultural and the educational 
fields of Marathwada and said, that 
it would be most appropriate to re¬ 
name the university after him. Some 
members of the Assembly, while 
expressing their happiness on renam¬ 
ing the university said that inside 
the House, there was unanimity but 
outside the House, a proper atmos¬ 
phere was not created to accept tho 
change. 

No sooner was the news of the 
resolution of the Legislature announc¬ 
ed than the dalit students illuminated 
the P. E. S. Colleges which are run 
by the dalil in celebration of then 
“Victory.” and prominent leaders of 
the group delivered spirited speeches. 
In the evening of July 27, some 
2000 students gathered and took out 
a mirreha. They attacked the re¬ 
sidences of the local Janata Party 
leaders. Vehicles were stoned and 
street-lights were damaged. The 
office of the local Marathi daily was 
also attacked. 

O N July 28, region-wide ‘bandh’ 
was observed. It took a violent 
turn at many places. At Sailu, six 
railway bogies were set on fire. The 
other parts of the region witnessed 
widespread arson and violence. Many 
Central and State Government offices 



A Harijan couple gathering charred remains of their belongings. 


were stoned and set on fire. Offices 
were gheraoed. telephone wires 
disconnected. 


On July 29, the situation worsened, 
particularly in Nanded and Beed 
districts. In Parli there was a riot 
between the Scheduled Castes and 
non-Scheduled Castes sections. One 
Police Officer was seriously injured. 
The instances of violence were re¬ 
ported from Jalna, Paithan, Beed 
and Majalgaon. At Loha, in Nanded 
district police resorted to firing on 
the mob which had attacked the 
local police station. In that firing 
one person was injured. A curfew 
was imposed. The Chief Minister 
made an appeal to the people to 
remain peaceful. He assured them 
that at the time of moving the bill 
he would consult the representatives 
of all the sections of the people and 
respect the general feelings. 


a country liquor shop in the Muslim 
areas. At Mukhed and Kinwat in 
Nanded police bad to lathi-charge 
the mob which wanted to close the 
Tetuil and other Government offices. 
At Ahmadpur in Osmanabad district 
the students set a jeep and motor 
cycle on fire and threw stones. While 

S rotecting the residence of the local 
I.L.A. the police had to open fire 
at the violent mob. In the firing 
one person (21) was killed and four 
others were seriously injured. In 
Gadhe Jalgaon (Aurangabad district) 
the mob threw stones on the police. 
Three constables were injured. In 
the police firing one 10-year-old 
student was killed. At Wadi Godri 
(Aurangabad) the mob set four 
offices of the Jayakwadi Project on 
fire. The office record, furniture 
and typewriter machines were burnt. 
The loss is estimated at above Rs. 
two lakhs. 


On August 4, fifty huts belonging 
to the Dalits at Sugaon (Nanded) 
were burnt by 800 armed agitators 
One person — Jauardhan Jaidec 
Narwaae—was killed and fitfy Dalits 
were injured. At various places in 
Nanded public property was burnt 
and the police were attacked with 
stones. In one village m Parbhani 
district agitators attacked the Dalit 
basti. At Kalamb a violent mob 
succeeded in setting on fire' the 
record, furniture and currency notes 
of four local banks. 

In Sonkhed (Nanded) the mob 
burnt huts and cut telephone wnes 
The police resorted to firing but no 
one was killed. Police also fired al 
a hostile mob in Jawala Bazai 
(Parbham) and at a violent Dalit 
mob in Nagpur who were demand 
tag that the decision to rename the 
university should not be changed. 


The Students’ Action Committee 
chose to ignore Mr Sharad Pawar’j 
appeal The fourth and fifth days 
or the agitation saw a restoration of 
peace in major towns but its spread¬ 
ing in the rural areas has danger¬ 
ous possibilities. Besides the Mara¬ 
thwada University .Students’ Associa¬ 
tion controlled by the Congress and 
the Puiogami Yuvak Sanghatna of 
the Peasants and Workers Patty 
(PWP) have openly declared thair 
support to the agitation. This added 
fuel to the raging fire of the 
agitation. 

During the last decade, there have 
been periodic student agitations in 
the region of Marathwada. They 
had serious impact on the style of 
the functioning of political parties 
here But there is marked difference 
between this agitation and the earlier 
ones The present agitation is quite 
spontaneous and no known student 
leaders seem to be behind it. This 
is not only true of Aurangabad but 
also other parts of the region. 
Besides the involvement of the non- 
student sections is vigorous. It 
means that it will not be easy to 
control it. It is felt by the intellec¬ 
tuals. teachers and the leaders that 
it will continue so long as the Gov¬ 
ernment does not respond sympathe¬ 
tically and positively to the demands 
of the agitation. Another new 
feature is the vital role which is 
being played by the students belong¬ 
ing to the professional institutions 
who are normally not interested in 
agitational activities. They seem to 
have been motivated by the conside¬ 
ration of tbe reservation for the 
Scheduled Caste bows in the pro¬ 
fessional colleges. The reservations 
adversely affect the chances of very 
bright boys who do not happen to 
belong to Scheduled Castes category. 

During the fifth day of tbe agita¬ 
tion the situation was apparently 
normal. But in the afternoon in 
Aurangabad, and in other parts, 
thing* suddenly took a violent and 
communal turn In Aurangabad, 
the mob burnt the office of 
the Regional Selection Board and 


On August 2 a call for “Marath¬ 
wada Bundh” was given. The bundh 
was peaceful with stray incidents of 
violence. At Nanded, a violent mob 
set ablaze the post office and at 
Barad (Nafoded district) a mob set 
on fire a fire-brigade van. In 
Aurangabad roads were blocked, 
telephone lines were cut, and tele- 

S hone poles were uprooted. Tbe 
:odi station near Jalna was attacked. 
Signal equipment and goods shed 
Were damaged and the oil store room 
was burnt. 

Mr S. M. Joshi, the president of 
the State unit of the Janata Party 
along with Bapusaheb Kaldate, M P. 
visited Aurangabad on August 2. He 
announced that the issue of renam¬ 
ing the University was still open and 
all concerned should sit together A 
similar statement was made by Mi 
Pannalal Surana, general secretary 
of the State unit of the Janata Paity 

On August 3, Aurangabad remain 
ed peaceful but Osmanabad, Nanded 
and Parbhani were rocked by many 
cases of violence. In Puma Bhoom, 
Degloor, Tuppa and Jalkot the police 
opened fiie at a hostile mob of tha 
students and other citizens At Bhoom 
the police station was attacked and 
burnt. Three persons were injured 
in tbe firing. In the Puma firing 
two persons were killed and four 
were injured At Varsod, Goregaon. 
Kalamnoori (Parbhani District) the 
Railway station and other Govern¬ 
ment offices were attacked and re¬ 
cords were burnt along with the 
furniture. The total number of 
persons so far arrested in Parbhani 
was 362. 

In Bombay and Poona the Dalit 
Panthers and the caste Hindus took 
out morchas in favour of renaming 
tbe University by the former and 
against it by the latter. At Chembur 
in Bombay two bogies of a local 
train were burnt, in Poona the 
demonstrators who wanted to register 
their protest against the militant 
Dalit Panthers asked the shop keep¬ 
ers to pull down the shutters. 


At Akola the students of Panjab 
Rao Krishi Vidyapeeth did not attend 
the classes in protest against renam- 
ms the Marathwada University. 

In the Bombay meeting called by 
the Chief Minister, the leaders of 
the Dalit Panthers, Mass Movement 
and RP1 insisted that the decision to 
rename the university was correct 
while the representatives of the 
agitation demanded that the name 
should not be changed. The meeting 
could not succeed m offering any 
solution acceptable to all. But the 
leaders of the student community 
agreed to call off their agitation. 
Tne Chief Minister’s statement and 
appeal had a soothing effect, though 
stray incidents of violence did take 
place. 

The agitation caused damage 
estimated at Rs. nine crores to 
Government property. Ten State 
Transport buses were set on fire. 
Nine railway bogies in Marathwada 
and two in Bombay were completely 
destroyed. More than 15 jeeps 
belonging to the various Government 
departments were either burnt or 
thoroughly damaged. The com¬ 
munication system and railway traffic 
was completely disrupted. At many 
places track fish plates were remov¬ 
ed and the signal actuating wires 
were cut The Railways had to 
cancel all trains running between 
Kacbigudda _ and Manmad, the 
Kachigudda-Ajmer bi-weekly express, 
the Parbhani-Parli passenger and the 
Adilabad-Purna Passenger. State 
Transport buses were also cancelled. 
S- & T. authorities estimated that 
they incurred a loss of Rs. five to six 
lakhs every day as more than 1,000 
buses plying on different routes in 
the region had to be withduwn 

The state of law and order 
can be gauged from the fact that In 
10 days the police resorted to firing 
at 17 places. Nine pet sons were kill 
ed, according to official sources Some 
1.300 people were arrested. Incidents 
of Dalit-high caste dashes were 
jeported from 20 villages and towns 


MOIN SHAKIR, Aurangabad 
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Caste Hindus vs Dalits 


J ALKOT, Osmanabad district: A 

police outpost on the boundary 
between Maharashtra and Bidar in 
Karnataka. A police sub-inspector, 
Garware, had gone to Jalkot and set 
up a peace committee following re* 
ports of caste tension there. A few 
minutes after he returned to his out¬ 
post, a mob of slogan-shoutmg caste 
Hindus came towards the outpost. 

Garware took out his revolver and 
fired in the air. The mob waited 
patiently till the sub-inspector had 
emptied the six shots in his revolver 
and then shouted “nanpia”? (In 
Marathi “over” ?) and began pelting 
him with stones Garware ran from 
the rear of the outpost to be con¬ 
fronted with a well. He jumped 
into it. The mob followed him and 
pelted him with stones till he was 
unconscious. They then fished him 
out of the well and threw him into 
the police chowkx which they then 
aet ablaze. 

Kalamb, Osmanabad district: On 
July 28, the Students’ Action Com¬ 
mittee took out a morcha calb'ng for 
a bandh. The country liquor shop 
in the town behind the state trans¬ 
port stand refused to close down. 
Dalit Panthers sitting in the shop 
threw soda-water bottles, while the 
caste Hindu students pelted them 
with abuses Finally the students 
rushed into the shop. Dalit Panthers 
attempting to flee to the safety of 
their colony were beaten up. A stu¬ 
dent leader T. A. Patil was hit on 
the head by a bottle. He was ad¬ 
mitted to Ambejogai hospital where 
he died on July 30 The situation in 
the town was tense but there was no 
increase in the police force of 35. 

Tension continued for the next few 
days and on the fourth day when a 
bandh was declared again, the town’s 
four banks — the Bank of Maha¬ 
rashtra, the State Bank of Hydera¬ 
bad, the Osmanabad District Central 
Co-operative Bank and the Land 
Development Bank — the 'post office 
and the telephone exchange all de¬ 
manded more police protection. 
When no help was forthcoming, the 
employees of the post office and the 
telephone exchange shut their doors 
and ran home. The banks downed 
their shutters and the employees 
huddled into one corner. Thule were 
once again hit and run battles bet¬ 
ween tine Dalit Panthers and the 
Students’ Action Committee, till 
finally some members of the commit¬ 
tee took advantage of the situation, 
set up road blocks all over the place 
and systematically burned down 
and looted the banks decamping with 
Rs 5,000 in cash from the counter 
of the State Bank of Hyderabad. 
They tried to break open the safes 
of other banks but failed. 

Kadamjori, Nanded district: Sche¬ 
duled caste people bore the brunt of 


the wrath of caste Hindus. The 
method used was to attack Harijan 
villages at nights with kerosene 
soaked rags and flaming torches. 

Siirgao village, 6 km from Auran¬ 
gabad : 88 Harijan huts were burnt 
by the Marathas. In the last five to 
six years the surplus lands of land¬ 
lords had been taken away and a 
total of 230 hectares had been dis¬ 
tributed to landless Harijans in Sur- 
gao. Hence, the pent-up anger of 
the Marathas. The renaming of the 
university after Dr Ambcdkar was 
only a spark. 

Bh/mragar colony, Kalamb: On 

July 28 the people of the colony 


Figures that 
spoke 

'T V HE Scheduled Castes in Maha- 

* rashtra constitute six per cent 
of the total population of the 
State. Taking Neo-Buddhists (who 
were formerly Scheduled Castes) 
and the Scheduled Castes toge¬ 
ther, they constitute 12.47% of 
the total population of the State. 
Of the total population of the 
Scheduled Castes of the State, 
25.35 per cent lives in Marath- 
wada. The percentage of the Sche¬ 
duled Castes to total population in 
Marathwada is only 9.25%. The 
district which has highest percen¬ 
tage Of the Scheduled Castes 
(15.04) to total population is 
Osmanabad. The other district 
which has more than 10% (12.53) 
Scheduled Castes population Is 
Bhir. The other three districts, 
Aurangabad, Parbhani and Nan¬ 
ded has less than 10 per cent 
population—i.e. 5.50, 5B4 and 9.10, 
respectively. 

'‘T'HB total student population 

* enrolled in the Marathwada 
University^ and its affiliated Col- 

S leges is 37,687, The percentage of 
e Scheduled Caste students to 
e total student population of 
Marathwada Universiy is 22.60. 
The district which has the largest 
percentage of the Scheduled Cas- 
W students is Aurangabad 
(28.85), whereas the percentage 
of the Sch? >uled Castes popula¬ 
tion In Auranp&ad district is 
only 5;50%. This means that a 
large number of Scheduled Castes 
students .do not either belong to 
Aurangabad or Marathwada. Nam 
ded also has a considerable per¬ 
centage of Schedule-- Castes stu¬ 
dents (2? 81). fa the other three 
districts..Parbhani, Bhir and Osma¬ 
nabad, the Schedule - Castes stu¬ 
dents are &28,14.08 and 20.28 per 
cent, respectively. 

AFAOl KHAN 


were celebrating the renaming of 
the Marathwada University when a 
1,000-strong mob of caste Hindus at¬ 
tacked them with stones and lathis. 
The police arrived after two hours 
and the attack abated, but only till 
darkness fell. That night and every 
night after that they were subjected 
to merciless stone throwing. M. V. 
Mane, a B.Com student who 
is the vice-president of the Dalits in 
Kalamb, and his friends ran all the 
way from Kalamb to Barsi in Shola- 
pur and later came to Bombay to 
highlight the plight of their people. 


These are but a few of the bitter, 
sorrowful tales told by the victims of 
the frenzy to caste hatred that grip¬ 
ped four out of five districts of 
Maharashtra's most backward region 
of Marathwada. 


The Dalits, whose leadership is in 
the hands of the Mahars (a subcaste 
ot the Scheduled Castes) community 
which Dr Ambedkar came from, have 
a different story Achut, a strong 
champion of his community, said : 
“Marathwada gave birth to the 
strongest movement of Harijan 
awakening. The Milind Mahavida- 
laya was the first institution to take 
n Harijans. 


Caste passions were easily ignited 
when the university was renamed, 
but it wasn't totally spontaneous. 
Politicians too played their part. 
The most active in the agitation were 
Congress (I) leaders like Mr Baburao 
Kale and Balasaheb Pawar who, 
when the agitation erupted in Auran¬ 
gabad, sent bangles to the Maratha 
leadership in Nanded. These facts 
allegedly came out in the confes¬ 
sions made by some students who 
were arrested during rioting. They 
confessed that the violence was well 
planned — all the way from short- 
dreuiting of electrical wires In Gov¬ 
ernment offices to road blocking, cut¬ 
ting telephone wires ind setting fire 
to public property. Even dynamite 
was used to blow up bridges. 

The ruling Progressive Democratic 
Front, and particularly the former 
Chief Minister Mr S. B. Chavan and 
others from the region, will be re¬ 
membered with shame when the his¬ 
tory of this agitation is written be¬ 
cause while the orgy of burning and 
looting was going an, all they were 
bothered about was their Minister- 
ship. As a colleague told me on the 
night of July 27, when violence was 
at its height, the telephone in his 
newspaper office rang incessantly 
with legislators and their chamchas 
wanting to know whether they or 
their friends were included in the list. 
This collegue told every caller in 
sheer disgust that they were being 
made Ministers until he ran out of 
portfolios to give these status seekers. 
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Echo in Nagpur 


T HE violence in Marathwada 
found a virulent manifestation 
in Nagpur on August 4. Curiously 
enough violence started here after 
Marathawada had almost returned 
to normalcy. The processionists, 
mostly teenagers went berserk, caus¬ 
ing panic, leading to closure of shops, 
schools and colleges. Street lights 
were smashed, a state transport bus 
was burnt in Rameshwari, shops 
were damaged in Sitabuldi and other 
areas. Wine shops were looted, about 
20 petrol pumps were attacked, some 
set ablaze. Many bus drivers were 
injured. The city buses went off the 
street. 

The Harijan areas of Indora, 
Panchpaoli and surrounding areas 
were plunged in darkness because 
the mob fury led to destruction of 
hundreds *of street lights. About a 
hundred vehicles were damaged by 
heavy stoning. Incidents of loot and 
arson continued to rock various 
parts of city. On August 5 Dhantoli 
police chowki was attacked by a 
mob and the telephone wires Were 
snapped. 

Tension prevailed in the Sikh 
community because a Republican 
Party morcha had pelted stones on 
the Kamptce Road Gurudwaru. The 
Sikh leaders demanded an unqualifi¬ 
ed apology From RPI. The issue was 
however settled amicably in a day. 

The major bone of contention be¬ 
tween the counter-agitators and the 
police was firing in Indora, a Harijan 
locality. On August 5 police opened 
fire on violent demonstrators in 
Indore around 6-30 p.m. According 
to the deputy police commissioner. 
Mr. Gyanchandra Verma, a violent 
mob encircled the police and threw 
stones at them. Lathicharge and 
teargassing failed to produce any 
effect. Eleven persons were injured, 
when the police opened fire. 

On August 6 five people were kill¬ 
ed and 24 injured when the police 


opened tire and burst, teargas shells 
to disperse a violent mob. The 
demonstrators had encircled the 
Indora police chowi and had tried 
to set tire to it. A policeman was 
also killed when a teargas shell 
prematurely exploded. A local journa¬ 
list, Mr Wasubhau Gajbhiye, was 
severely beaten by police and was 
admitted to Mayo Hospital in a 
serious condition. At least 100 people 
including several policemen were in¬ 
jured in the dingdong battle between 
the police and the agitators. 

A civil surgeon of Mayo Hospital. 
Dr N. W. Naik, told this correspon¬ 
dent that of the 24 persons admitted 
to the hospital on August 4 and 5 
seventeen had gunshot wounds. 68 
persons were treated in the out¬ 
patients department of the hospital. 
Of them 25 were men from the 
Reserve Police. 

Mr W. K. Ganar, General Secretary 
of the Co-ordination Committee of 
Maharashtra RPI (Gawai) and Mr 
Binda Kashyap, a Cl’l(M) leader, 
however, disputed the police version. 
They said only 70 women, including 
a few children were demonstrating 
outside the Indora police post and a 
neighbouring school when a number 
of police vans arrived. The police¬ 
men started assaulting the demons¬ 
trators. A sub-inspector fired a 
revolver and that led to firing from 
8.30 a.m. to 11 a.m. killing four and 
injuring many RPI factions, CPI. 
CPI(M) and other organisations and 
prominent citizens have demanded a 
judicial enquiry into the firing 

The counter-agitation in Nagpur 
degenerating into violence and mob 
fury has raised a pertinent question: 
Was it spontaneous? Mr Ganar told 
this correspondent it was very much 
so because Nagpur had the second 
largest concentration of Buddhists— 
30 per rent of the total population 
of 11 lakhs. How did the stir turn 
violent ? Mr Ganar said no organisa¬ 
tion of Dalits can lie blamed for that. 


He had considerable evidence that 
the RSS and Janata Party were in 
citing violence. “While the role of 
RSS could be understood, the Janata 
Party was angry because a major!' 
of Buddhists did not back the Party 
or the Pawar Ministry.” 

Some political leaders believe that 
if the agitation was really spontane¬ 
ous the outburst in Nagpur should 
have followed immediately after the 
Marathwada violence. How could it 
be called spontaneous when it started 
after Marathwada was cooling off? 
Some observers feel that it was 
partly spontaneous because the 
Buddhist youth of Nagpur were feel¬ 
ing resentful in the wake of Mara¬ 
thwada disturbances — this is con¬ 
firmed by State intelligence sources 
—but they turned to violence after 
some provocative statements pub¬ 
lished in the local papers by RPI 
leaders on August 4. The violence 
started the next day. Some vandals 
joined and exploited the situation. 

Was the police firing without 
any provocation? If the allegations 
of Mr Ganar and Mr Kashyap are 
to be believed one would be led to 
the conclusion that the police indul¬ 
ged in firing without any provoca¬ 
tion. But a hlghranking police 
officer told me that it was a tissue 
of lie that only 70 women and child¬ 
ren were demonstrating outside the 
Indore uollce chowki. As a matter 
of fact there were ‘thousands and 
thousands’ of demonstrators armed 
with lathis, stone and flaming tor 
cheh (mashals) in the evening wh< 
had infested the lanes and bylanes 
and the main street from Bridge Nn 
10 to Panchpaoli. Two othe 
responsible police officers told tm 
that the crowd was 30,000 strong. 
The high-ranking police officers, 
however, declined to disclose the 
number of policemen present m the 
number of policemen present in the 
chowki and the police and R5P 
summoned to cope with the sitn.i 
tioti. According to some source 
about 10,000 people armed with 
missiles, stones and lathis hae in 
fested the Buddhist arpas fron 
Indora to Panchpaoli. 

L N. GUPTA. Nagpur 
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Bhimrao Ramji, not Balasaheb 


r pODAY, as an uneasy calm pre- 
* vails, a few questions need to 
be asked. Was it worthwhile on 
the part of the ‘untouchables’ to 
confront the caste Hindus over 
an issue which is essentially a 
non-issue? Many caste Hindu pro¬ 
fessors, doctors and advocates 
have profound respect for Dr 
Ambedkar. But the present deve¬ 
lopments have placed them in a 
deep dilemma. They cannot openly 
support the demand tor change 
for fear of social ostracism and 
violence. At the same time, they 
are also reluctant to support the 
no-changers. Is it rational on the 
part of the ‘untouchables’ to iso¬ 
late them and render them in¬ 
effective? 

Dr. Ambedkar’s proper name is 
Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar. His 
followers reverentially call him 
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar. Is it 
propei to idolize a man who pur¬ 
posely and persistently refused to 
call Gandhi, Gandbiii or Mahatma 
Gandhi* Dr Ambedkar was an 
idol-breaker. In Buddha’s memo¬ 
rable words he asked hi& followers 
to ‘be your own light’. Base pas¬ 
sions like revenge and enmity 
have no place in Buddhism. Nei¬ 
ther idolization nor hero-worship 


has anything to do with Budd¬ 
hism. What noble purpose are 
the ‘untouchables’ going to serve 
by antagonizing the iiaste Hindus 
and that too by assigning Dr 
Ambedkar a father-figure status? 
If, with the support of the caste 
Hindus, the renaming of the 
Marathwada University is made 
possible in the near or distant 
future, is it not proper to rename 
it Dr B. R. Ambedkar University 
or Dr Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar 
University? Changing Bhimrao 
Ramji into Babasaheb and chan¬ 
ting his name will not improve 
the plight of the ‘untouchables’. 
Greeting each other with Jai Shim 
every morning and afternoon does 
not do any honour to Dr Ambed¬ 
kar. What we need are socio¬ 
economic and cultural changes 
designed to raise the ‘untoucha¬ 
bles’ to the level of the best of 
the members of the caste Hindus. 
By ignoring these facts of life 
and trying to bring about chan¬ 
ges that are likely to widen the 
chasm between different segments 
of the society, the ‘untouchables’ 
are unwittingly playing into the 
hands of obscurantists who are 
only too willing to seize any 
opportunity to oppress the ‘un¬ 
touchables’. 


Mind you, ‘untouchables’ are 
not the only ‘untouchables’ in 
Indian society. There are ‘untou¬ 
chables’ among all communities, 
even the Brahmins, and they con¬ 
stitute a majority. Not only that 
There are ‘untouchables’ even 
among the ‘untouchables’. The 
condition of the peons and watch 
men and mahs of the People’s 
Education Society is in no way 
better than those serving in simi 
lar capacities in other institu¬ 
tions Remember, Dr Ambedkar 
was not only an enemy of the 
caste system; he was also an 
inveterate enemy of the class sys¬ 
tem. He will be honoured only 
when class and caste barriers are 
progressively removed. Neither a 
father-figure status nor stone or 
bronze statues can add anything 
to his stature. His place is assu¬ 
red in history. You do not have 
to launch an agitation on his be¬ 
half. Agitate instead for legiti¬ 
mate demands; for better educa¬ 
tional facilities; for better job 
opportunities; for better bousing 
conditions and so on Only thus 
can caste and class be removed. 
And only thus can Dr Ambedkar 
be honoured. 

M. V. IGNATIOUS 
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COMICS 


IZTan 


rmHBEALL THIS fS 
going oh in saul, let 

US TRAVEL AAR AWAY 
TO THE NORTHERN I 
LANDS WHERE 
WINTERS ARE HARO ' 
A NO THE NIGHT LASTS 
FOR MONTHS ONtWO 
LANDS INHABITED B\ 
THE HORSEMBN, or; 
NORMANS. AS THE 1 
PEOPLE OF GAUL KNEW 
THEM . THEY ARE 
GREAT CONQUERORS... 


r 

W£ GIVE THE GAULS 
A MISS FOR ONCE Ah 
THAT LOT MAKE A 
NORMAN CONQUEST 

J 

L 

OF US • 

4 
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And they do hot 
KNOW THE MEANING 
OF FEAR/ y 

"if you don't finish \ 

YOUR NICE CREAM 1 
SOUP THE TROLL WILL , 
COVE AND EAT J 
YOU UP' -Yfc 


BY 
THOR, 
THAT'S 
A 

LAUGH' 



Th/S IS A NUISANCE, SINCE NOT ONLYARt 
CHILDREN NOT SCARED OF TROLLS, BUT / 
OF THE AUTHORITIES ENCOURAGES PRUC 
NORSE ROADS ARE FAR FROM SAFE... 





...And n is practically 

IMPOSSIBLE TO CURE HICCUPS... 


NAVE YOU OR HAVE 
YOU NOT FINISHED 
HICCUPPING? 


y/ZT hic < 

fMl NO. HIC 1 
gs /( WHY 

CM DO YOU 
IMJV ASK 
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NO 

PEAP SO FAR 
ONLY PAIN 
HAVE ANOTHER 
GO . 


So CHIEF CHAT TIMANDAHAF 
ASSEMBLES HIS MEN... 


WE CAN T . 

Go on uke W __ 

THIS' EVEN Trtc 
WEAKEST OP \ ( 
NATIONS KNOW \ >*w 

ABOUT FEAR L>-35^ 

AND BEING f 

FRIGHTENED .. I>. L_ 

BUT NOT / 

US' ' A 
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i ve heard that fear 

LENDS YOU WINGS, BY ODIN 
ONCE WE CAN FLY UKE 
BIRDS WE'LL STICK AT 












































I SUGGEST WE START 
OUT TODAY FOR THE T 
LANDS WHERE PEOPLE 
KNOW THE MEANING OF 
FEAR.' WE'LL DEAL DEATH 
AND DESTRUCTION IF 
NECESSARY BUT WE MUST. 

AND WILL LEARN S 
THE SECRET 


HEAR! 

hbAR! 




w/rw you! 



LONS UVE CHIEF 
T/MANOA HA Ff 
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S NOW FOR OUR NATIONAL^ 
BEVERASE, APPLE BRANDY 
DRUNK FROM THE SKULLS 
OF OUR ENEMIES' IT'S 
V A VERY HEADY > 
LIQUOR. —SSC" 
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Right, 
then YOU 
DON'T NEED 
ME ANY 
MORE... 


RIP 
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HE SEEMS TO 
HAVE GOT OUT OF 
BED THE WRONG 
SIDE . 
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Filmstars 

and 

Religion 
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Just how infectious is the religion mania 
among qur top film stars ? AJAY KUMAR 
took a trip to Bombay to find out what 
exactly is the attitude of our stars to gods 
and godmen. 

r the shimmer of the silver screen is any guide, 
Bombay’s film land is a preserve of hedonists. Just 
like Hollywood you would say, but there is one big 
difference. Glamour, fame and, above all, the pot of goM 
at the end of the rainbow are the universal attractions 
to films, but where Bombay differs from Hollywood is 
in the strange reaction that the floodlights produces on 
the stars. Out West, they turn to psycho-analysis for 
support, here they do obeisance to the rainbow-God. 

With startlingly few exceptions, every star in the 
windfall-world of films has a spiritual clutch. Nobody, 
as yet, has become a devotee of the ‘rainbow-God’ but 
the bulging tribe of Indian gods and godmen is ardently 
courted. A diety (Siva rules O.K.). godmen dead 
{Shirdi ke Sai Baba) or alive (Bhagwan Rajneesh, Baba 
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Bhootnath, Swami Muktananda et al). tantra (for lessons 
contact General Swami Premnath) Buddhism or a wise 
man like J. Krishnamurthy—the stars have a wide 
choice. Then there are the ardent Muslim stars, lea¬ 
ding among whom is Dilip Kumar, who observe roza 
religiously. It is said of Naushad, the famous music 
director, that be is so particular about his time for 
namaaz that he would keep recording studios waiting 
till he had bowed to Mecca, even though every minute 
is costly in these studios. 

The Kapoors, infamous for their pursuit of Eros, 
are all religious people. Work is one face of Raj Kapoor’s 
worship, the other is Siva’s. All bis films start off with 
the late Pritiviraj Kapoor offering puja at a Siva-lingam. 
Bishf Kapoor is a great devotee of Shirdi ke Sal Baba- 
no wonder the bhajan he sang in Amar Akbar Antony. 
fin praise of him was so fervently sung. Randtair Kapoor 
has a mandir at his home in the Westernised Malabar 
Hill area in Bombay and before he goes for work and 
after he comes bade he does obeisance to the gods. 

Today's top star is Amitabh Bachchan. He shoots 
Bke clockwork from seven In the .morning to eleven in 
the night. He is to sure of his mastery over the mecha- 
nds of staying at the top that he does not formally meet 
the Press—he has proved that publicity in film maga¬ 
zines has nothing to do with the box-office worth of a 
star. And yet be is a god-fearing man. Every morning 
Amitabh dons a dhoti and a kurta after his bath and 
sita down to pray before he gets into his blue-grey 
Toyota for the daily grind. 


Shatrngban Sfnha has named his house “Ramavana” 
where be strictly enforces the house rules of no drink¬ 
ing and no smoking. He is a devotee of Baba Bhoot 
nath, the Godman of Lucknow who . had also predicted 
that Dada Patil’s Government in Maharashtra would not 
last out the monsoons. Sunil Dutt and Nargis are 
followers of Swami Muktananda. Besides, the Dutts have 
an impressive prayer room in their house in Pali Hill. 
Pran, a deeply superstitious person who does not attend 
the mahurats of his films for fear that thev will flop, is 
a regular visitor to the Nasik shrine of Shirdi ke Saf 
Baba. Rajesh Khanna, who, a magazine reported, has 
a 20-course brunch at 2 p.m., touches the feet of the 
not-manv-fewer dieties before he sets out to work soon 
after. Hema Malini has her own prayer room. 

B. R. Chopra is the unofficial head of the fllmi folk 
who are Arya Samajists. This group, which includes 
Dharmendra, has frequent havens. The ‘in’ thing these 
days is to call over Narendra Chanchal, the full-throated 
singer from the Punjab who burst into fame with a 
song in Bobby, and listen to his bhajans. Another film¬ 
maker, Ramanand Sagar, has a big mandir at his boose 
where he does puja daily for three hours. Prakash 
Mehra, maker of Zanzeer presently busy with Lawaris. 
admitted that he had a statue of the goddess Saraswati 
at his house at which he prayed everyday. Only a 
minute earlier he had waved an elegant hand of his all- 
white safari suit and remarked: "I think all those Who 
have their own gods are weak men, lacking in self- 
confidence." 

.Then there are the well-read, ‘M.A.-pass’ stars like 
Pariksbat Sahni, 37, who strive to get at the essentials 
of religion. Dressed in the costume of a police inspector 
and slightly shaken (and relieved) at a shot he had 
given in which a simulated bullet had burst inside his 
tunic, he spoke at length about his, and his father 
Balraj Sahni’s. attitude to religion. 

"When my father died he insisted that no religious 
rites be carried out. Instead he asked that a red flag 
be placed on his body. And yet he was a deeply reli¬ 
gious man. He loved the underdog, he lived to the 
Buddhist precept of giving charity to the correct people. 



Shatrvgan Sinha and Sanka at the “Kabhi Kabhi ” golden 
jubilee party: do not be misled by the' glass he so 
nonchalantly holds —his code at home forbids alcohol and 
cigarettes 
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Zeenat m a pensive mood. can she really claim to be 
the most detached of the heroines when it comes to 
religion'.' 


arul he believed in th^ philosophy set out in the Gita; 
“Kamaya nadhi koras the; Mao phale Sukhdana chanafc" 
—do your duty and do not think about the fruits ot 
labour. He believed in the basic tenets that all reli¬ 
gions preach; love thy neighbour, serve your fellovc- 
rrsen. be righteous, believe in the truth because it is 
beautiful and fight all that is untrue 


“1 too trv to get at the kernel of religion. I was 
converted to Buddhism five vears ago and 1 try to follow 
the Buddhist tenets of the four fold troth and the eight¬ 
fold path. You must remember that 1 was brought up 
in a house where there was no book on religion, let 
alone a idol or a prayer room. But there came a time 
when nothing held anv value for me The beautiful 
home that Daddv had built crumbled in front of me 
My sister, only 28, died of a brain tumour. My father 
never got over the shock and died soon after, a pro¬ 
foundly unhappr man. A 15-year-old girl who used to 
work at our home committed suicide. I was convinced 
I was nest on the line. 1 was out of * job, I couldn’t 
relate to anything around me. I had to sell one of my 
two flats and mjj car. My wife couldn't understand 
wbat was happening since she comes from a very shel¬ 
tered family and she had never seen anything like this. 
Those were three years of total darkness for me when 
my soul was in plaster. 

“The only thing that kept me- going was my dad’s 
dictum; never be a quitter, then I realised that, like in 
swimming, the more you thrash around, the deeper you 
sink. The thing to do is to float. From spending hours 
every day boxing with a punching bag, I turned to in¬ 
trospection and reading. I read Marx all over again. 1 
read the Gita, the Upanishads, the Koran, the Bible, 1 
read the Tao literature Confucius and I met Sister 
Palmo, the late mother of Kabir Bedi. I took to medi¬ 
tation. Then one day at a particular place on a parti 
cular day. the message came to me. 

, "I ®di still an agnostic but 1 found a reason to live 
I realised that the thing to do was not to be obstinate 
like the oak but to bend like the willow." 


H OW truly religious are the stars ? Why does each one 
have to have a spiritual crutch? For answers to 
these questions listen to the ‘high-priest of Indian film*. 
I. S. Johar, who says; “I am the only sensible man in 
the film industry." 

“You are not being modest," I said. 

Looking suitably serious as he rec lined on his bed 
behind which was a book rack boasting of the Bible* 
Hitler’s Children, The Occult and Tippu Sultan, among 
others, Johar, 53, said: "I know nobody but myself who 
has a good enough intellect." 

And the cynical maker of trash films likeJoftar and 
Mehmood in Hong Kong and Nasbandi talked on film 
stars and religion in a tone that is not as bored and 
lecherous as it sounds on the radio. “Everybody in the 
film industry is insecure. They lack confidence in them¬ 
selves. They are surprised at their own success so they 
have to lean on somebody who can give them the reason 
for their rise. Then, like Indira Gandhi, they start 
believing that it was ordained. But still they are inse¬ 
cure. They know their rise has not been proportional 
to their qualifications. No qualifications are required to 
join the film industry. In fart the onlv qualification 
that is required is that you should not be fit for anv- 
thing else. Once they are up the ladder, they are afraid 
of falling down because the failures are not noticed. 

“Though they all believe in God, they are not truly 
religious. Goldie Anand wears saffron. Now when you 
wear saffron that automatically suggests you are some 
sort of a sadhu. You are detached. But I have seen 
Goldie virtually come to blows with producer Amarjeet 
over something very small like the flop or success of a 
film. Then, while a disciple of Rajncesh, Goldie used 
that poor girl Loveleen while he was in love with some¬ 
body else. Now of course he has given up that mala, 
that noose around his neck. 


“The only good thing about Raj Kapoor is that he 
prostitutes religion in his films. I admire him for this. 



Tina Muni m: now will the net’ batch «f i’arlets treat 
Ihe delicate subject of mixing reUgio# "dh a career? 
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Vinod Khanna and AcFTarya Rajneesh 





O N FRIDAY August 4 Vinod Khanna called a Press 
conference to announce that he was quitting 
films. Dressed in a V cut saffron robe, the Rajneesh 
mala and medallion round his neck, Vinod Khanna 
sipped beer and answered questions. His wife Geetan- 
jali and his children sat around him. 

His decision, be said, was not because he had 
taken sanyas under the influence of Bbagwan Raj¬ 
neesh He wanted to spend more time with hfs 
family, with himself He wouldn’t just stop acting 
in Aims. He would complete his assignments over the 
next two to two-and-a-balf years. If, in this time, 
he felt that leaving Aims was too heart-wrenching, he 
may change his mind. 

At this point, the slightly bored newsman perked 
up. If he wasn’t sure, one asked, why did he call a 
Press conference? Why not just stop signing new 
Alms ? Vinod Khanna looked taken aback, then broke 
into his beatific smile, and said “Oh I thought we 
will have some fun.’’ 

The next day, he flew off to London for a fort¬ 
night-long shooting stint of Feroz Khan’s forthcom¬ 
ing film He left several questions unanswered : la 
he really quitting films ? How responsible is his faith 
in Acharya Rajneesh for his decision? Otherwise, 
why is Vinod Khanna, No. 2 today and strong conten¬ 
der for Amitabh Bachchan’s No. 1 spot quitting films 
just when he was beginning to get his price? 

Nobody in Bombay’s film Industry or among the 
eager pack of film journalists is sure about the an¬ 
swers to these questions. Mahesh Bhatt, film produ¬ 
cer, close associate of Vinod Khanna and fellow Rajesh 
disciple till recently said : "We both have been fed 
up for a year So we wondered what we could do. 1 


decided to get back to films, Vinod decided to with 
draw If he finds happiness, good ” 

N Bharathl, Chief Reporter of Star and Style 
said : "Vmod's decision reminds me or what he once 
told me ‘Everything I’ve wanted, I’ve got Success 
came easy to me Money, fame, glamour—I’ve got 
these, but I’ve never felt ecstatic and (vehemently) 
now one can feel ecstatic.' 

It was perhaps this search which drew Vinod 
Khanna to Acharya Rajneesh for the first time tn 
January 1976 Three of his dearest souls had tust 
died—mother, an uncle and a niece A disturbed 
Vinod Khanna went to Pune wtth Bhatt and script¬ 
writer, Suraj Saneem Rajneesh convinced him to take 
sanyas and changed his name to Vinod Bharti When 
he came back to Bombay. Vinod Khanna was heard 
talking of Samadh an, Ntoksha and Shantt 

He also took to eating only vegetarian fond and 
became more disciplined m his work But since 
Raineesh’s sanyas means little more than wearing a 
saffron robe (in any style and material of vnur choice), 
and putting the mala and medallion around vour neck, 
there was little need for a change in Vinod Khanna’s 
life style Yet, if there were guests at lunch, he 
would play Rajneesh tapes and ask everybody to listen 
quietly. 

Today, Suraj Saneem has renounced Rajneesh. 
"There are too many contradictions in what he savs, - ’ 
said Saneem when I met him at a studiA “He has 
no personal philosophy, no message of his own The 
reason why film people are attracted to him Is because 
he shows them how to acquire a guilt-free conscience ’’ 

A. K. 
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The only thing, Parikshat Sdhni admits, that kepi his 
head above water m a period of stress, was his father's 
advice never to quit. 


Dilip Kumar was once a ‘prophet’ of the Muslims in I 
the film industry. Now he is more subdued in public 
but his image as a fanatical Muslim is so strong that you 
cannot criticise Dilip Kumar to a Muslim." 

“Heroines? There is a contradiction as far as the 
women are concerned. They always adopt the religion 
of the man who gives them security. But they don’t 
make a show of their faith. Subconsciously they think 
that if god is lost, their money will be lost. What is 
true of women in general is true of the women in the 
film industry. Among the present heroines, Zeenat could 
be the only one who could be detached.” 

“But don’t you have mahurats for your films?” 

“I forbid mahurats out of sheer mischief, because 1 
know it disturbs my associates. Look, I know all that 
there is to know about life. To know about life, one 
has first to reject the Bible, the Koran and the Gita— 
all of which l have read. These are all blabbering® of 
tribal minds, there is no level of thought in them. They 
are full of linkless sentences. I regard them as joke 
books, I read them when I want to laugh. But we res¬ 
pect people who are scholars of these books. When 
Radhakrishnaa was our president he sent a telegram 
wishing success to Hata Yogi who wanted to walk on 
water." 

“What about our godmen?” By now. I was properly 
mesmerised. 

“They are all shopkeepers. Like the films we make, 
they tell the people what they want to hear. And they 
take care to get a big following in the West because 
they know that Indians are impressed by that. Rajneesh, 
whom I have heard, has scientifically mastered the 
science of speech. He is a great orator in Hindi and 
he has a big repertoire of tales. But his discourses are 
full of contradictions. Muktananda cannot utter a cogent 
sentence, it is a marvel how people believe in him. And 
Chinmayananda, he speaks on the Gita. Once my mother 
went to listen to him and came back raving that he is a 
great mahatma. I asked her what Chinmayananda 
spoke about . She said that I don’t know because he 
spoke in English. And my mother does not understand 
a word of English. And what is there in the Gita? At 
one stage, Krishna tells Arjuna: 'Do your duty and I 
will make you the greatest rlshi’. And after a while he 
tells Arjuna *do your duty and I will make you the 
greatest king’. The poet nad forgotten what be had 
said earlier. You see, there was no editing in those 
days.” 
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THE UNBEARABLE 
(KANTI) BURDEN 


WHY DID the Janata chief and 
trusted ally of Prime Minister 
Morarji Desai in the battle 
against Cbaian Singh, Chandia 
shekhar, suddenly turn against 
the PM and propose that the 
Chaudhary be made the piesident 
of the Party in his place ’ The 
reason is simple Kanti Desai. 
Finally, Chandrashekhar too rea¬ 
lised that it was becoming diffi¬ 
cult to carry the burden of Kanti 
Desai, particularly after Madhu 
Lmiaye's disclosure of the Prime 
Minister’s son collecting Rs 80 
lakhs The Janata president is 
rtpoi ted by friends to feel that 
it was very unfortunate that the 
PM, by his adamant attitude, had 
diverted the attention of the 
country from problems facing 
the party and the country, 
and uveted all attention 
(much to the discomfiture of 
Janata leaders) on Kanti Desai 


REDDY FAVOURS 
"FARMERS' UNITY” 


AS IHC guessing game comi 
nues about whether the present 
Prune Minister will remain and 
who is hkelv to succeed him if he 
goes one person who has made 
U clear that he is in line for 
succession is President Neelam 
Sanjiva Riddy Piesident Red 
d> has offered himself as a 



President Reddy desire for 
Congress unity * 


candidate in front of MPs 
of all hues, but his main 
effort is to crpate an alliance of 
the present and past Congress¬ 
men, and form a Government on 
their strength. Recently, when 
the editor of the RSS mouthpiece 


Organiser interviewed the Presi¬ 
dent. the latter said “Charan 
Singh is a faimer from the North, 
and 1 am a farmer from the 
South We should join hands.” 
And then he went on to assert 
that there should be an enquiry 
into the allegations of corruption 
against important persons. Natu- 
rallv these references were dele¬ 
ted from the published inter 
view the RSS is happy with the 
PM 

Meanwhile the new caucus 
continues to interfere with ad 
ministration I he latest victim 
of this caucus is R C Mishra, 
who was Additional Secretary, 
Vigilance (Home) On August 14, 
he was transferred as Member 
(Apppal) in Pxnse and Customs 
Depertmcnt His crime he is 
supposed to be a Charan Singh 

man and said to be instrumental 
in building up the Kanti dossiei 
which the Chaudhary allegedly 
has and uses as his trump card 
The powers that be wanted this 
file hut Mishra said it was not 
possible for him to do anything 
of the kind for the simple reason 
that evpn if a file of this kind 
existed he did not have it in hi, 
possession The interesting thing 
is that Ministers of State for 
Home Dbaniklal Mandal and S 
D Patil both pleaded with the 
Prime Mmistei to letain Mishra 
it least for the time being—till 
the l ok Pal Bill had been passed 
Mishra had helped draft this Bill, 
and he was the person instrumen¬ 
tal in inter ting the provision in¬ 
to the Bill that corruption char¬ 
ges against a Pn'ne Minister 
could be probed 


BAROOAH 

REMEMBERS 


AUGUST 14 Central Hall, Par¬ 
liament Janata Party president 
Chandrashekhar, former Con¬ 
gress president D K Barooah, 
former Minister of State for 
Home, Om Mehta, and present 
Congress(l) fiiebrand B P. 
Maurya were at their pastime 
discussing current politics over 
cups of steaming hot coffee And 
after a long while, it was 
Barooah’s turn to be one up on 
Chandrashekhar. He confronts 
tpe bearded young Janata lea¬ 
der “On the morning of June 
25, (in the evening Emergency 
was imposed) you told me that 
the Opposition demand for the 
resignation of Indira Gandhi was 
unreasonable and untenable. Al¬ 
so, you added that Indira Gandhi 
was the only national leader 
acceptable to the country as a 



to protest, but Barooah was 
firm “You said this to me, and 
surely your memory is‘not all 
that bad ” And then the former 
Congress president of “Indira is 
India” fame delivered a body 
blow “Merely because she was 
foolish enough to put you under 
M1SA you have no right to pro¬ 
claim that you fought her” It 
seems that Barooah is yet to for¬ 
give Chandrashekhar for the lat- 
si&i ,® pen revolt against him in 
J'kJ j A rather embarrassed 
Chandrashekhar told Barooah 
that he had asked Chandra¬ 
shekhar In Febiuary 1975 to 
bring about a conciliation bet¬ 
ween JP and Indira Gandhi He 
had tried to do so but Barooah 
had spoilt it all by passing a ie 
solution against JP at that years 
Narora camp 


D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Delhi proposes, Calcutta disposes 


1 HAD thought that censorship 
had been abolished. I was wrong. 
A recent circular letter from West 
Bengal’s Director of Information 
and Public Relations makes it 
abundantly clear that newspapers 
and magazines are forbidden “to 
publish any film publicity mate¬ 
rial which are uncensored and not 
suitable for publication". 

Before delving into details of a 
two-page document described as 
the “Guiding Principles of Censor¬ 
ship of Film Publicity Materials”— 
which is not at all for mere guid¬ 
ance since it talks of “carrying 
out the compulsory censorship 
effectively 1 ' — it would be as well 
to run over the Centre’s recent 
enlightened announcements. Espe¬ 
cially since it creates fhe anoma¬ 
lous situation where New Delhi 
can clear a film for exhibition, hut 
Calcutta can prevent its advertise¬ 
ment. I am all For greater auto¬ 
nomy for State r , but not it regional 
powers are to be used jo such 
a narrowlv stupid fashion. 

But back to the CcTirie Shortly 
after the Janata Party took office, 
the chairman r.f the Film Censor 
Board assured the public that films 
would be nidged by their overall 
Impact and not 0 n the basis of the 
impression possibly created bv a 
few “objectionable" scenes. The 
liberal guidelines — a won! of 
which we have all good reason to 
be suspicious, but entirely bene¬ 
volent in this case — subsequently 
issued to members of the Board 
are reflected in the rather less 
straitlaced pictures now showing. 

Carrying the process a stage 
further, the Union Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting an¬ 
nounced on July 9 that the 1962 
Cinematograph Act would suitably 
be amended “to restore the auto¬ 
nomy of the Film Censor Board 
as the final authority to decide on 
all matters relating to the grant 
of certificate of exhibition to 
films". In theory at least, this 
means that as soon as the scheme 
is executed, not only will the 
Board decide on the kind of films 
to be shown, but also that the 
Government will have no say in 
appeals against its decisions. These 
are to be neard by a high court or 
a tribunal. 

As it stands now, the Act allows 
the Government not only to inter¬ 
vene in a case that is pending be¬ 
fore the Board, but also to can¬ 
cel or modify a certificate that has 
already been Issued. Grumblings 
nave been heard before. When Mr 


K A Abbas challenged the Art 
on four counts, the Supreme Court 
dismissed two but agreed on the 
need for a time limit for decisions 
and also that appeals should not 
lie to the Government The mat¬ 
ter ended only when the Solicitor- 
General promised legislation on 
both counts 

In the Bombay High Court, Mr 
Justice P. M Mukhi ruled : "There 
is no doubt that the Central Gov¬ 
ernment, whether acting through 
a Secretary or a Minister, cannot 
consistently with the fundamental 
right of freedom of speeth and ex¬ 
pression, be entrusted with the sole 
and uncontrolled authority to 
decide what the public should or 
should not be allowed to see on 
the screen particularly when under 
the Act itself there is a Board of 
Film Censors wbi-h is to consist 
of qualified and independent per 
sons”. 

New Delhi's derision to act on 
these views, though belated, de 
serves acclaim Some might carp 
that appellate tribunals can still be 
packed with official nominees and 
that the Ministry’s retention of 
interest in films lijccly to affect 
State security or relation-- with 
foreign countries can be -abused. 
On the whole, howe\er, rules are 
obviously being relaxed film¬ 
makers granted the consideration 
due to responsible citizens, and 
cinema audiences viewed as mature 
adults. 

But West Bengal's Compulsory 
Censorship of Film Publicity Mate¬ 
rials Act of 1974, under which the 
recent circular has been issued 
seems totally to lack that faith in 
public discrimination. The attach¬ 
ed note signed by the Censor Ofh- 
cer even appears to deplore New 
Delhi s liberalisation when, after 
a tide Little opening boinily on the 
influence of the cinema, it senten- 
tiously announces : “The control 
of moral standards in films Is the 
responsibility of the Central Gov- 
ernment. It is at present wholly 
beyond the power of the State 
Government”. I like the “at pre- 
s * n * — it indicates the direction 
of Calcutta's ambition. 

To this end, it sets out the four 
categories of illustrations and in¬ 
formation that cannot be repro¬ 
duced even if the relevant film has 
been released. With the items 
themselves £ have little quarrel, 
not being over anxious to witness 
celluloid portrayal of savagery, 


drunkenness, murderous cruelty or 
even erotica. But even so, the 
scope these clauses leave to the 
censors is hardly reassuring. They 
alone will deride whether a pic¬ 
ture "Is likely to obstruct the natu- 
ra 1 growth of children by hurting 
theii finrr instincts”; what publi¬ 
city is “ostentatious" and which 
addiction "harmful”; the definition 
of "anti social activity"; when ex¬ 
posure of the human body is 
“tendentious or provocative”; and 
whether sex appeal is or is not "in¬ 
decent" They will also sombrely 
have to decide whether an exhibi¬ 
tion ot women’s underclothing is 
“without any reason", 

I am most baffled by the sub- 
clause tand there are many) pro¬ 
hibiting — stills presumably — of 
“love scenes which may cause 
sexual excitement or distraction". 
Jt the ban has to be proved, then 
the Onsoi Officer most surely 
establish that a terrain still either 
aroused his lust or distracted him 
from his onerous alFaiis of State . 
It is a task from which most 
ordinary men would shy away. 
But Censor Officers are made of 
sterner stuff. 

Rut the best part of the guide¬ 
lines lies in what the Boaid of 
Censorship would like editors to 
do. They are to publicise patriot¬ 
ism and national development, so¬ 
cial activity and education, natio 
nal unitv and integration, orga¬ 
nized efforts to redress social in¬ 
justice and economic exploitation, 
and fight for democratic lights 
against autocracy 

1 would have thought that the 
last clause is a trifle redundant- 
since our fight against autocracy, 
so I have been told, was valiantly 
won m March, 1977 But West 
Bengal’s Information Director 
and Censor Officer may have other 
ideas which could suggest a probe 
into their own political loyalties 
But that is neither here nor there. 
These five suggestions do not ap 
pear to lie mandatory, but what 
happens when an obliging editor 
— anxious to please — finds no 
film on the market which upholds 
these _ shining ideals for him to 
publicise " He could always com¬ 
pensate. c I suppose by suppressing 
all news of those films that 
actually are showing. 

Who said that the Emergency 
was over 7 In New Delhi perhaps 
Calcutta knows better 


S. K. D-R. 
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Soccer's generals 


A soccer coach anywhere in the 
world, where the popularity of 
the gtoe reaches a stage of frenzy 
in the event of an exciting match, 
is like a lamb to be sacrificed, when¬ 
ever necessary. Is he a necessary 
evil in a team, to be got rid of on 
popular demand ? His job depends 
on the whims of the officials of 
soccer establishments, clubs and 
national associations. A soccer coach 
always seems to be the centre of a 
conlroveisy in which officials, play¬ 
ers, team managers, the public and 
the Press are deeply involved. 
Classic examples of the dismissal of 
coaches are a part of international 
sport. Moie so in the case ot Cal¬ 
cutta. the soccer capital of India. 

Over the years, socrei in India has 
also undergone a transformation and 
is no longer just an amateurish pas¬ 
time. The pattern of the game has 
changed fiom the ancient 2-5-5 forma¬ 
tion to 4-2-4 and even 3-3-4. Stop¬ 
per, linkmen, stiikeis, the new deno¬ 
minations ot playeis on the field 
were unknown to soccer lovers even 
two decades bark. The latest in 
soccer thinking all over the woild is 
that, except the goalkeepers, the ten 
men aie both attackers and defend¬ 
ers. Soccei is no longer a game that 
is easily understood by the <ommon 
folk or one that can be played by 
men with little intelligence. It is not 
only the stamina apd skill of an 
individual player that are demand¬ 
ed. Every player is expected to ful¬ 
fil his role as a member of the team 
intelligently. Modern soccer is a 
combined effort of players with skill, 
stamina and intelligence. In a tense 
match a team could change its stra¬ 
tegy in a sudden flash to achieve a 
‘breakthrough and the opponents 
must rise to the occasion to forestall 
it. It is a battle of wits. A modern 
soccer coach is a combination of all 
that a player is supposed to be and 
must have an extra quality to meet 
an unforeseen situation. He is the 
central figure in a team. He must 
walk into the dressing room with a 
personality which should inspire con¬ 
fidence among his boys. He is in 
fact the pilot, the General, a schemer 
and last of all the trainer of his 
team. It is he who builds up the 
psychology of victory for his team. 
He must be able to minimise the ten¬ 
sion his players suffer before the 
match. It is he who chalks out the 
strategy of play and signals a change 
in the pattern during a match, if 
found necessary. The -soccer history 
of the world is full of such illustrious 
names of coaches who were respon¬ 
sible for the victory of their coun¬ 
try’s teams in the World Cup 
matches. Leaving aside such legen¬ 
dary team managers (coaches) like 


Vittorio Pozzo, Saldanha, Alf Ramsay 
or Schoen, there are recent names 
like Menotti,. Coutinho, Bearzot and 
Happel who dominated the 1978 
World Cup in Argentina. But in 
India, where soccer has been played 
for more than a hundred years, the 
role of a coach came to De appre¬ 
ciated only after the Second World 
War when the country’s soccer came 
in direct contact with European coun¬ 
tries. 

About Indian coaches, the name ol 
the late S. A. Rahim stands above 
all. He brought the country to the 
doorstep of modern soccer. Rahim, 
who died prematurely, was primarily 
responsible for India’s success in the 
Melbourne and Rome Olympics and 
the Djakarta Games in 1962. While 
Hyderabad soccer flourished under 
him, Calcutta, the soccer city of India, 
can also be proud of quite a few emi¬ 
nent coaches who have served the 
game well. Sixty-one-year-old Achyut 
Banerjee took to coaching as far 
back as in 1948, more as a passion 
than as a profession. That was a 
time when the function of roaches 
was not properly realised by most of 
the leading club officials in Calcutta 
and Banerjee had to practise his 
modern conception of soccer on his 
pupils at the school level as a 
games teacher. He spent his best 
years coaching schoolboys but was 
finally rewarded when he was 
appointed the coach for the junior 
Bengal team in 1968. Banerjee justi¬ 
fied his appointment when his team 
won the National title after four 
years. That brought him to the 
limelight and he was the Bengal 
coach from 1969 to 1971 and was 
successful twice. 

Banerjee, like coaches of all small 
clubs with little finance, had al¬ 
ways to face an uphill task in Cal¬ 
cutta when preparing his team 
against hlg, popular clubs. He would 
ask his plavers to select their target 
to defuse the so-called “big" without 
being rough. Banerjee and many 
other coaches have learnt through 
experience what it Is to a small- 
dub plaver to become engaged in 
the rough tackling of a blue-eyed boy 
of a big team. The tension in a 
soccer match in Calcutta is unparal¬ 
leled when two big teams play each 
other. 

In such a situation, the coaches of 
the big teams stand on the tip of a 
volcano which is likely to spew lava 
if there is a disastrous result. In this 
perhaps, the classic example is Pradip 
Kumar Banerjee. At one time a 
great India international right win¬ 
ger, P. K. can be rated as one of the 
most successful club coaches in the 


country with an almost undisturbed 
period of personal success. A coach 
tor East Bengal from 1972 to 1975, 

P K. saw the success of his team not 
only in the local league and the IFA 
Shield, but in almost every other 
tournament in the country ! P.K. 
trained a squad of players and wel¬ 
ded them into a well-oiled machine. 
Success was the reward for his hard 
work and planning in his first-ever 
big assignment. But he had to leave 
East Bengal under controversial cir¬ 
cumstances when he fell out with the 
dub officials. Joining Mohun Bagan 
in 1976, PK. at once set himself to 
the task of building up psychology 
for gaining a home victory for his 
team which he felt was long overdue, 
P.K. rewarded his new side with a 
fifteenth-second goal which saw 
Mohun Bagan through to victory 
over East Bengal after a lapse of 
six agonising years. P.K., apart from 
building up a strategy for each j(ame, 
is at the same time a past master 
in boosting the morale and strength 
ot mind ot his players. His task to 
briqg back thp confidence of Mohun 
Bagan after six long years of frus¬ 
trating peifonnances was by itself a 
great undertaking. His last minute 
dressing room talks, delivered in 
absolute setrery, building up a sense 
of totnl involvement of players in 
the interest of the team, has always 
worked miracles and has been one of 
his greatest secrets of success. 

Arun Ghosh, India’s international 
full back of the Sixties, believes in a 
different method. A cool and com¬ 
posed personality himself, Arun 
Ghosh assembles his players the 
evening before the match to discuss 
his strategy in general without going 
into much detail. But he calls them 
around him just half an hour before 
the stait of the match and discloses 
his stiategy for the match. 'The final 
advice is given in a casual manner, 
so that the tense players do not get 
bored A good plaver who loses his 
confidence does not escape his atten¬ 
tion. 

Arun Ghosh also believes that a 
tense match between eveniv-balanced 
teams is also a battle of wits. A 
team which takes a cool approach to 
a game, but with determination, is 
bound to do well, Ghosh asserts. 
Apart from the normal pattern now 
in vogue in modem soccer like close 
marking of opponrnt strikers, Ghosh 
asks his boys to advance a little up- 
field to spoil the game of opposing 
feeders. He believes that these tac 
tics often help in building attack¬ 
ing play from any point of the field. 
An attack can be launched by a goal¬ 
keeper also when he throws the ball 
to one of his strikers. Arun Ghosh 
also believes that plavers, whether in 
striking range or in defence, must be 
intelligent enough to understand the 
pattern of play they are asked to fol¬ 
low at a particular period of the 
game and at the same time they 
should be able to switch over to a 
new style at a moment’s notice. 

ATUL MUKHERJEE 









Konarak: crashing to oblivion 

Will tourists flock to see the Sun Temple before it’s no more ? 


A LONG time ago the famous 
Oriya pool Dr Mavadhar Man 
cingh depressed at seeing the gicat 
Sun Temple at Konaik in a shambles, 
wiotc ‘Oh Kon.nk you have passed 
your youth I hat was when the 
224-toot structuie had been lazed to 
the giound. leaving only the entrance 
—the Jagmohan temple, standing 
Piobably it he had been alive today, 
he would have wntten "Oh Konark, 
jour time is up” 

That cutainly seemed to be the 
case when, on August 1, a huge 
stone slab came <1 ashing down to 
teira fimia the hist sign of deray 
sime the temple was placed under 
protcition in 1904 It was raining 
heavily in the late afternoon when 
some workers neaiby heard a deafen 
mg (lash and investigated what had 
caused the sound Ihey found the 
slab, 176 metres in length, one 
metre in width and 75 centimetres 
thick, lying on the stone floor Due 
to the impact, it had broken in two 

The slab was a portion of a 
projection in the north west cornei 
of the edifice Word soon spread and 
the headmaster of a local school, Mr 
Bamadev Mohapatra—who is also a 
keen student of the Sun Temple— 
took it upon himself to inform the 
outside world about the damage 

It is diftu >ilt to separate fact from 
faulasy in the stones that deal with 
the Sun Temple Some 1,200 woik 
ers laboured for a full 12 years to 
complete the structure in 1255 AD. 
The engineering man cl was con 
sti acted with stones that weighed 
hundreds of quin*als The amazing 
thing is that the stones seem to have 
(omp from at least 60 kilometres 
awa> and lifted to the top when 
heavy duty cranes or other such 
modem gadgets were unknown 
Legend has it that the master crafts 
men engaged m the task tailed to 
install the topmost part of the temple 
in order to meet the deadline set by 
King languid Narasimha Dev 


r was the Bntisb, however, who 
were responsible for whatever 
has remained ot this great edifice In 
1903 the then Lt Governor of 
Bengal, Sir John Woodbom, visited 
Orissa and w t> dismayed at the 
ob ions signs >f dei ay So dismayed 
was he that he < ailed Mi T Bloch, 
one of the topmost aichitectuial 
engineers of th< British Impne at 
that lime to Imd out ways and 
means to save the ancient temple. 
Alter a thoiough study Mr Bloch 
decreed that the whole temple be 
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The duaptdated, Konarak temple 


filled with sand and mortar in order 
to save it Sir John had no hesita¬ 
tion in sanctioning the funds and 
work started under Bloch’s supervi¬ 
sion It took almost one year to fill 
— an mtngumg process altogether 
The Jagmohan is 120 feet tall and 
the thickness ot the walls, at cording 
to architectural requuements must 
be between 20 and 30 feet Since 
the walls obviously could not be 
pierced the entire upper poi tion was 
lemoved and »and tilled in 

Iheir job complete, the experts left 
the site but somehow forgot to re 
place the cover This was found out 
in 1958, 54 years later It was tound 
that in the interim, due to contmu 
ous water seepage through the cavity 
caused the level to come down to 
30 fept while the rest remained a 
meie skeleton of mortar. It is also 
feared that this might have created 
pressure on the wall, thus weaken¬ 
ing it 

That is yet to be tested Though 
the Temple’s preservation has been 
the responsibility of the Archneologi 
cal Survey ot India, the chemical 
treatment carried out and giandiose 
plans announced by the body have 
not prevented six cases of eface 
meat ot panels and images 

F ortunately, the fallen slab is 

from the first tiei and not from 
either of the upper tiers which are 
also likely to collapse if proper care 
is not taken The apsaras, nartakts, 
nayikas and badtkas that adorn the 


space between the frst ■.eiond and 
third tiers are not just on mu n! it 
pieces but woik*d i^ m ^fluidities 
whirh suppoit 'fie piOleetmis Now 
one can e.e-iiv find if. niv't <vev 
widening gaps between tl.< tie ids of 
the unages and the protections TJu 
less some suppoit is given to the>c 
proiertions thiy are hoi. id 1 1 tall 
Archaeolcipist here feir that unless 
scaffolding'’ ue provided tor the pro 
jections the second ana third tier, 
apart Lorn the first might not last 
foi long 

Now the question natuutly are-es 
( m Ihe Archaeological Survey of 
India which has been in ihaige since 
1404 do the needful * When this 
correspondent asked the ASl man 
present at Konark two days atter the 
incident, his reply was ‘I am fiom 
the chemical side” The bosses were 
away at Calcutta and it was only 
after seven days that someone of 
lonsequence arnved on the scene 
Though numerically Oussa has a 
larger number of temples than the 
rest of India, the Oris c a sub office of 
the AS1 is manned only by a super 
visoi at the top Repeated requests 
to open a zonal office here attei the 
ASI made a mess ot the famous 
Pun temple met with absolutely no 
response No wonder an enterpris 
mg PR man of a travel agency now 
pioposes to advertise’ “Hurry up and 
see Konaik -it w falling down" He 
may not be tai wrong 

SWARUP JENA 
Bhubaneshwar 
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New role for police 

Tasks before the Dharma Vira panel 


VER in its long history of over 
a hundred years has the police 
force of this country come in for such 
a burst of scathing criticism as at 
the time the Emergency was lifted. 
In the beginning the criticism was 
related to the functioning of the 
force during the period of the 
Emergency. 

In keeping with the times the 
Janata Government appointed a 
National Police Commission under 
the chairmanship of Mr Dharma 
Vira The commission is taking in its 
sweep not only the organisation and 
the functioning of the police foice 
but also the laws of evidence and 
criminal procedure. 

The commission is approaching 
the completion of its inquiry. The 
interim report is expected soon and 
the final one by the year-end. Mr 
Dharma Vira, speaking before an 
elitist audience at Madras recently, 
gave a glimpse of his mind on the 
subjert ol the police His two im- 
poitant comments were that the 
commission ought to have been 
appointed 30 years earlier, and that 
the police failed to change their 
traditional iole to a socioeconomic 
iole m the context of the modern 
times and the pi evadin'! conditions 
in the countiy 

Most other critics and commeo- 
tatois also subscribe to the view that 
there ought to have been a ladical 
change in the iole of the police and 
then ways oi functioning when India 
attained Independence. The word 
‘role* however has been used by the 
different people in different senses. 

Worth considering are the two 
views that predominate. The one view 
is that the police in the past were 
crude rough men whose minds work' 
ed on the same plain as those of the 
criminals. They used torture and 
fabricated evidence in the detection 
of crime This style of function was 
never given up by them aud what 
they did during the Emergency was 
therefore m the tiadition of the 
force. 

The other view is rather sophisti¬ 
cated. It casts the police of the pre- 
Independence era m the role of a 
force created to buttress the British 
rule in India. They were not public 
seivants owing any duties to the 
community but the symbols of Bri¬ 
tish authority in India. According to 
these critics it was this legacy which 
during the Emergency gave rise to 
the illegal actions and atrocities by 
the police to ingratiate themselves 
in the favour of those who held the 
ruling power. 

The apparent conviction of the 
above deductions lies in the ingenuity 
with which truths, half-truths ana 


un truths have been blended toge 
ther. 

The laws that existed which could 
be construed as politically motivated 
winch the police were enjoined upon 
to enforce proved to be idle in the 
context ot the sti jfeg>, the tactics 
and the ethics ct the struggle for 
fiecdom followed bv the Indian 
leaders The notoi ious Rowlatt Act 
had to be hastily repealed by the 
rulers themselves The Indian Arms 
Ait did not at anv time have any 
relevance to the character of the 
inainstitam ot India’s freedom stiug 
glo Iheie have been a few cases 
of “waging war against The King 
Emperoi” “sedition’’ and “political 
conspiracy", but such was the high 
status of the personalities involved, 
so senous and tar reaching weie the 
legal and the political implications 
that neither were the Indian police 
equipped nor could they be trusted 
to handle these cases. 

T HIs is not to say that the police 
have been entuely fiee from the 
guilt oi use of force. Lathis and 
even guns have been used to quell 
the non-cooperation, satyagraha and 
the ‘Quit India’ movements, and in¬ 
discriminate arrests have been made 
in this connection on a wide scale. 
But in the long history of the force 


these abrasions have been go few 
and far between that they can hardly 
be construed as “the role of the 
police” 

It will certainly be of great value 
to compare the use of force at police 
hands during the 86 years of its pre- 
Independence existence to the 30 
vears following it 

To search for the roots of the 
happenings at the hands of the po¬ 
lice during thp Emergency in the 
functioning of the force prior to 
Independence is to shut one’s eyes 
to the mutilation of the force and 
the wrecking of it by the govern¬ 
ments in power, the political Parties 
in Opposition, the trade unions, the 
students and the public at laige 
since Independence. 

Commenting on the functioning 
of the police during the Emergency 
Ju-tice J. C. Shah says. “The Gov¬ 
ernment must seriously consider the 
feasibility and the desirability of 
insulating the police from the poli¬ 
tics of the country and employing 
it scrupulously on duties for which 
alone it is by law intended ” 

This is a comment Mr Dharma 
Viia miv take careful note of be* 
foie tecommcnding a “sodo-econo- 
urn ” role foi the police. The line 
oi demarkation between such a role 
and that of a ‘political police* can 
be veiy thin. 


S. N WAGLE, Bombay 


Janata poster war 


r iE posters punted to dedaie 
war against the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, Mr Moral ji Desai have reach¬ 
ed the grass root workeis of the 
Janata Party, wbo owe allegiance 
to the former Union Home Minu¬ 
ter, Mr Charan Singh Some en 
tbusiasts among them have moun 
ted the posters in front of their 
homes. Some of these posters 
have been pasted at the Daiul 
sbafa — the massive complex 
built to accommodate more than 
400 Legislators of U.P. at Lucknow 

The appearance of these posters, 
according to one Janata leader, re¬ 
minded him of the 1857 revolu¬ 
tion, when the mutiny took place 
before its due date The date in 
this case too, is yet to be finalised, 
the July 17 Kisan Rally m New 
Delhi having been postponed to 
September and then on to Decem¬ 
ber 23 (the birthday of Chaudhurv 
Charan Singh}. This delay m orga¬ 
nising the rally has frustrated the 
supporters of the former Home 
Minister. 

The Bhartiya Kisan Samme- 
lans’ Allahabad region had 
brought out a poster declaring 
“total war” against the Janata 
Party president, Mr Chandra- 


shekhar, and Mr Morarii Desai. 
The poster published at Allahabad 
makes an open allegation against 
Mr Desai and Mr Chandrashekhar. 

It brands the two as agents of 
Indira Gandhi The top left ear 
of the poster states — Kisan EMa 
Zindabad Similarly, the right ear 
demands — "Chandalrhaukart gad- 
di chhoro" — demanding resigna¬ 
tion of the ‘caucus’. TWo small 
photographs of Mr. Jayaprakash 
Narayan and Dr Ram Manohar 
Lohia have also been used. 

The posters have not announced 
the date of the proposed Kisan 
rally. But it announces that it is 
being organised in favour of 
“Rashtra Nayak Choudhary 
Charan Singh”. The poster has 
published an eight-point charter of 
demands including the dismissal 
of Mr Desei and Mr Chandra- 
sbekhar from the Janata Party, 
appointment of a commission to 
enquire into the activities of Mr. 
Kanti Desai, nationalisation of 
sugai and textile industries and 
also 90 per cent reservation for * 
the backwards and the farmers in 
all government jobs. 


GOPAL MISRA, Lucknow 
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at night, 
prepares you 
for another day. 

To cope with today's world, 
you need the extra stamina 
Viva gives you. Not only to see 
you through each day, 
but to nourish you through 
the night as well. 

Viva builds up 
stamina for the day! 

Viva's modern formulation has 
more energy-giving malt 
and more tissue-building 
proteins. These build up 
your body powers for work 
and play. 

Viva 

restores you at night 1 

A hot cup of delicious 
Viva at bedtime helps you 
relax into the proper rhythm 
pf sleep and nourishes you 
until you wake up— 

* restored I 

JiL 

Jagatjit Industries Limited 

P.O. Jagatjit Nagar. Distt. Kapurthala (Punjab) 


DID YOU KNOW? 
Doctors say that sleep 
provides a period of 
renewal. Physiologically, 
sleep promotes 
building-up processes. 
Body repair work is 
accomplished every time 
there has been wear 
and tear due to mental 
and physical activity. 



Science shows sleep as 
a series of curves. 

Viva helps you relax into 
the proper rhythm of 
sleep. Gives you the 
nourishment you need 
during the night, so that 
you wake up refreshed. 
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A double buss and the most beautiful girl in the world 
aoes all starry-eyed-no doubt, to the ^vyofcluntTefs 
fans. Margaret Gardmer won the 1978 Mils Universe 
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THE FUTURE 
BELONGS 
TO US! 



CAST YOUR LOT WITH 

BRILLIANTTUTORIALS 

12,Masilamani Mudali Street,T.Nagar, 
Madras-600 017. Phone: 442099 

for 

l.l.T Entrance Exam'79 


POSTAL & CLASS ROOM COURSES 

NEW BATCHES STARTING SOON 


Excellent Residential Facilities 














SinCANTA 


60 Chowunghae Ro« J Calcutta 71 
Lower Circular Road Cry 
Phona 44-0264/43 1976 
34, Athulosh Mukharina Road 
Calcutta 20 
Phona 4/ 0084 

Hill Cart Road Siliguo. Phona 21144 



SUKANTA 

shows how 

Our hire purchase scheme helps 
you own things you always wanted 
m-i Pay a modest amount now 

Rest m easy instalments 
(You can buy cash down, of course) 

And pick your choice from our 
wide range of products 






iUlCANTA 

FOR 

HAPPY 

SHOPPING 


Refrigerators, Water Coolers. 
Geysers. Air Conditioners. Fans ; 

T Vs, Tape Recorders, Radios 
Stereos. Sewing Machines, 
Washing Machines. Pressure 
Cookers, Gas tandoor-cum-ovens: 

Almirahs. Filing Cabinets. 

\ Typewriters, Calculators . 

*\ Scooters, 

J and 

) other wide array of appliances for 
< office and home. 

Visit our air-conditionad show rooms 
Today. , 








Dishonour to national flag 

...on the Independence Day 


I NSULT to the national flag is not 
new in our country : this in spite 
of two pieces of legislation and an 
entire code which guides the use of 
the Indian tricolour. 

The code strictly prohibits the sale 
of flags for profit making. Yet, in 
Calcutta and other big cities, in¬ 
dividual shop owners and group of 
persons start selling flags a day or 
two before the Independence or 
Republic Day. School children pro¬ 
vide the bulk of customers. The 
pedlars ask for a minimum of 10 
paise, yet on the average people pay 
60 paise for the small, smudged flag 
printed on inexpensive map-litho. 
These flags are usually pinned on to 
the shirt or the blouse. This is 
another clear-cut violation because 
the flag cannot be used on any 
individual's person. 

It is not known where the profits 
go; though the number of flag 
pedlars is fairly large. In Calcutta, 
this correspondent found Chowrin- 
ghee, Harrison Road and College 
Street, to be the main centres of this 
trade. The money involved i> not 
very . big, one knows, yet compromis¬ 
ing with national honour and dignity 


should be discouraged. The presence 
of uniformed policemen, who close 
their eyes to such activities, makes 
the phenomenon more painful. 

The petty presses in the city, 
where these miniature flags are 
printed, go to the extent of tamper¬ 
ing with the specifications laid dowu 
by the Indian Standards Institution 
(ISI). All manufacturers are expect¬ 
ed to comply with the details. For 
instance, the cloth used for the 
standard flag should be handspun 
and handwoven khadi. The four 
standard lengths of the flag as pre¬ 
pared by the ISI are 36, 72, 144 and 
252 inches and the corresponding 
widths are 24. 48, 96 and 168 inches. 
The colours, deeo saffron, white and 
dark green should be in equal pro¬ 
portion. The Ashok Chakra (with 
24 sookes) in the centre of the white 
band should be navv blue in colour 
and the diameter of the wheel should 
be approximate to the width of the 
white band. 

In total violation of these rules, 
it is not uncommon to find flags with 
no spokes at all, flags on silk and 
paper, and flags with no Ashok 
Chakra. It is rare to find a flag 


with the right number of spokes, 
save and except at the standard 
khadi shops from where Government 
offices, and schools and colleges buv 
the tricolour. On Calcutta’s Chow- 
ringhee. this correspondent saw flags 
with pink or crimson or dark red 
upper bands in place of deep saffron. 


Some shppkeepers display their 
flags strung on a line. This violates 
the code relating to display of flags. 
Beside the relevant code, Article 
51-A of the Constitution of India 
also demands that every citizen 
should show proper resoect to the 
national flag. 


Although the 1950 Emblems and 
Names (Prevention of Improper Use) 
Act covers the national flag, it only 
deals with its misuse for trade 
purposes. The more recent “Preven 
tion of Insults to National Honour 
Bill” passed by the Lok Sabha in 
1971, has provisions under which 
'offenders can be jailed for up to 
three years or fined or both im¬ 
prisoned and fined. It is the sacred 
duty of the law and order personnel 
to see that these Acts are strictly 
enforced. Common insultory practices 
like hoisting dirty or torn flags and 
leaving the flag on the pole for days 
together, should be promptly curbed 

SYED NISAR MEHDI ABDI, 
Calcutta 


Guard your teeth all three ways with 
New Colgate Trigard Toothbrushes 

Dental research has proved that a toothbrush should... 



Guard tooth anamal 

Tooth enamel shields against food 
acids and bacteria. Colgate Trigard 
Toothbrushes clean the enamel surface. 
Without damage. 

Guard against dental ptaqua 
Dental plaque can lead to tooth decay 
and gum disease. The correctly shaped 
bristle head of Colgate Trigard Tooth¬ 
brushes helps remove plaque thoroughly 
Guard gums 

Gums need a gentle massage to stay 
healthy The spring-back bristles 
of Colgate Trigard Toothbrushes 
massage without tearing. 
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TRIGARD 

W specially designed to 
guard your teeth all three ways 


*********** 


STAR 

WARS 


*********** 



Luke, Ben and the two intrepid robots decide to pick 
up a freighter pilot Solo to take them to Alderaan with 
Leia's message. They make the journey in Solo's 
Millennium Falcon, a pirate starship that travels faster 
than light. Meanwhile, aboa.d the Death Star Leia is 
threatened with death and in fear confesses the rebels' 
hideout to Tarkin. But her planet, Alderaan, is des¬ 
troyed. Luke and his team reach the spot to discover 
the truth. In their bid to rescue the princess, they slink 
into the Death Star unnoticed. 


A LASER hitting a small gate in the 
wall and leaving a large hole gave 
them some small hope With dozens 
nf men banging on the door there 
was little doubt they would soon 
manage to break their wa.v in. So, 
one by one, they climbed through 
the hole. It was only then that they 
realised it was the garbage chute. 

Threepio and Artoo-Detoo were 
convinced their friends had beeu 
destroyed when, at last, they rame 
through on comhnk to tell them they 
were still alive. 

Meanwhile, Ben had made his way 
to the Tractor Beam power generator 
trench. Carefully, holding on to a 
steel girder, he made his way around 
the narrow ledge of the Tractor 
Beam towards the control panel. As 
he reached the panel several storm- 
troopers came into the area but. as 
Ben was on the other side of the 
trench, they could not see him. At 
the control panel of the Tractor 
®""m, Ben visaed ' J, '«vpward on a 
ver. Havi'.h it.* i bis he moved 
u. the next panel vhere he separa¬ 
te’. several terminals. Then clutching 
his laser sword, he went off in search 
of Vader. 

The two men came face to face in 
a tunnel of the ship. Vader was 
62 


standing, as if waiting, his lighted 
lasei sword in his hand. 

"I’ve been expecting you, Obi- 
wan,” Vader said quietly. r ‘We meet 
again, at last. The circle is now 
complete. When I left you, I was 
hut the learner. Now 1 am the mas¬ 
ter ” 

“Only a master of evil, Ilarth 
Vadei,’’ replied Ben. 

Without another word, the duel 
began. The two lasers made strange 
designs in the aii as they crossed 
and cut at each other. Each knew 
this was a fight to the death......a 

fight of good against evil. 

On several occasions, Vader thought 
that he bad managed to get through 
Ben’s defence but each time the 
older man managed, with skilful 
ploys, to get out of trouble. The 
swords flashed again and again and, 
at last, Vader realised his opponent 
was tiring. 

“ifour powers are woak, old man,” 
Vader scorned. 

“You can’t win, Vader,” came the 
reply. “If you strike me down, I 
shall become more powerful than you 
can possibly imagine.” 


Suddenly. Vader gave a huge lunge 
and Ben was tbrowa off balance. He 
fell heavily to the floor. Vader saw 
his chance as Ben’s laser sword fell 
onto the old man’s cloak. Vader 
stepped on the doak. teehng with 
his boot for Ben .. .but the old man 
had completely disappeared on his 
impact with the floor. 

Luke, Solo, the Princess and others 
knew their only hope was to get back 
aboard the starship. From what they 
had seen ot it m their cat-and-mouse 
game around the Death Star, it was 
still in one piece. 

“It seems okay,” said Solo. “Just 
hope the old man got the Tractor 
Beam out of commission.” 

Between efforts to get to the ship, 
the small party was continually being 
harassed by troopers. File was ex¬ 
changed but by some miracle they 
managed to survive. 

As Luke exchanged the with jet 
another trooper, lie heard Ben’s 
voice: “Run, Luke, ion 1 ' 

Chewbacca had already managed to 
get aboard the pirate starship and he 
prepared for takeoff Soon after, 
he was joined bv Solo. Luke and the 
Princess weie not lar behind and 
Threepio had managed to take ran: 
of Artoo-Detoo. 

“I just hope that Ben got lhal 
Tractor Beam nuttu u>nimission, or 
this is going to be a rt .,1 shuit Lip,” 
said Luke. “Okay, hit il ” 

Chewbacca pressed the -.taitei but¬ 
ton and the ship toared to life They 
Were on their way 

“We’re coming up on Iheir Sentry 
ships," said Solo 1 Hold ’em off ! 
Angle the deflerltu shields while 1 
charge up the main guns.” 

Luke looked sadly back at the 
enemy ship. 

“1 can’t believe Ben has gone,” he 
said sadly. 

“There isn’t anything you could 
have done,” said Leia comfortingly. 

As the enemy ships gave chase, 
Luke and Solo situated themselves in 
the gun port cockpits. Solo knew the 
fight was far from over but he felt 
he stood a chance with his laser can¬ 
non. Luke looked up at his control 
panel on the side of the ship and 
settled back, adjusting his laser can¬ 
non. As shots were fired, tfe.e ship 
began to bounce about in space. The 
Imperial fighters were after them. 

‘‘They’re coming in too fast,” shou¬ 
ted Luke, 

"We’-,.' : ost lateral controls,” said 
Leia. 

“Don’t worry, she’ll hold together,” 
Solo told her. Then, to himself : 
“You hear me, baby. Hold together!” 














At one stage it almost looked as 
if the ship wouldn’t survive the Im¬ 
perial onslaught Fire broke out on 
one of the control panels. Artoo- 
Detoo spotted it and sent out a spray 
to try and halt the blaze. 

Meanwhile, Luke was getting the 
hang of controlling the laser cannon 
and, as a result, was giving Solo great 
support. More and more Imperial 
fighters were blown to pieces as they 
came in to attack. 

“Great, kid," encouraged Solo. 
"But don’t get too cocky ! ’’ 

“There are still two more of them 
out there," warned Leia. 

They weren't there for long. Solo 
saw to that. 

“We did it !’’ laughed Luke. 

l.eia couldn’t control her excite¬ 
ment and she jumped down from her 
seat and hugged Qiewbacca. 

“Not a bad bit of rescuing, huh” 
chuckled Solo. “You know, some¬ 
times I amaze even myself.’’ 

“That doesn’t sound too hard .’’said 
Leia. “They let us go. It’s the only 
explanation for the ease of our 
('scape,” 

“Easy.” gasped Solo. “You call 
that easy.” 

“They’re tracking us',’” insisted the 
Princess. “At least the information 
in Artdo is still intact.” 

“What’s so important ?” asked Solo. 
“What’s he carrying?” 

“The technical readouts of that 
battle station," explained Leia. “I 


only hope thm when the data is 
analyzed a weakness can be found. 
It’s not over yet,” 

“It is for me, sister,” said Solo. 
“I’m not in the revolution. I’m in this 
for money!” 

“You needn't worry about your re¬ 
ward," said Leia with scorn in her 
voice. “If money is all that you love, 
then that’s what you’ll receive.” 

When Leia had gone to another 
part of the ship. Luke turned to 
Solo. “What do you think of her?” 


he asked. 

“I’m trying not to, kid,” he replied 
sharply. “Still," he added, more 
softly, “she’s got a lot of spirit." 

As they chatted, the pirate star- 
ship moved towards the green Fourth 
Moon of Yarvin, a bright red shape 
in the distance. 

When they arrived at the Masassi 
Outpost, Leia knew the first thing 
they had to do was use the informa¬ 
tion which Artoo-Detoo could provide. 

“He can help us plan our attack,” 
she explained. “It’s our only hope.” 
Artoo-Detoo beeped hopefully as a 
man in a military uniform plugged 
him into the computer wall panel. 

He moved to the centre screen which 
provided the data readout. 

Aboard the Death Star in the con¬ 
ference room, Tarkin and Vader were 
talking. They were interrupted by a 
buzz from the comlink. 

“Yes?” said Tarkin. 

“We are - approaching the planet, 
Yarvin,” said a voice. “The rebel 
base is on a moon on the far side. 

We are preparing to orbit the planet.” 

Back in the Masassi war room star , 
pilots and navigators stood around 
General Dodonna of the rebel forces* 
Before him was a huge electronic 
wall display. “The battle station Is , 
heavily shielded and carries fire 
power,” Dodonna was saying. “It is -v 
greater than half the star fleet. Its 
defences are designed around a direct , 
large scale assault. But a small, 
one-man fighter should be able to 
penetrate the outer defence.” Solo, 
Luke and Leia, along with the others, 
listened to all that was being said. 
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Bm Kenabi (Alec Guineas) puts up a gallant fight against Darth Vader: 
age made the difference 
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It always seems to happen so suddenly The 
screech of brakes, the crunch broken glass everywhere. 
Your car's all a shambles in a matter of seconds 
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"Pardon me for asking, sir,’" said 
the Red Leader, "but what good are 
‘snub’ fighters going to be against 
that ?” 

“Well," replied Dodonna, “the Em¬ 
pire doesn’t consider a small one 
man fightei to be any threat, or they’d 
have a tighter defence An analysis 
of the plans provided by Princess 
Leia has demonstrated a weakness m 
the battle station. The approach will 
not be easy. You are required to 
manoeuvre straight along this trench” 
— he pointed to a long line on the 
electric wall display unit — “and 
skim the surface to this point The 
target area is only two metres wide. 
It’s a small thermal exhaust port 
light below the mam port The 
shaft leads directly to the reactor 
system A precise hit will start a 
chain reaction which should destroy 
the station " 

The lights on the wall display unit 
changed to show a large circle with a 
star in the centre which was flashing. 
“Only a direct hit will set up a 
chain reaction,” went on Dodonna 
“The shaft is ray shielded so you 11 
have to use pioton toipedoes’’ 

“That's impossible,'' said Red Two 

“It's not impossible ” interrupted 
Luke “1 used to bulls eye womp rats 
in my T-Sixteen back home Thev’re 
not muih bigger than two metres” 

Dodonna turned to his men “Man 
your ships,” he ordered “And may 
Plie Torre be with you < ’ 

On Death Star, Taikin and Vadei 
were watching a computer projected 
screen which showed cades ot lights 
intertwining aiound one another 
"Orbiting the planet at maximum 


velocity,” came a voice. “The moon 
with the rebel base will be in range 
In thirty minutes ” 

“This will be a day long lemem 
bered,” said Vader with pride “It 
has seen the end of Kenobi and will 
soon see the end of the i ebelhon ” 

On the screen a green disc showed 
in the centre It moved slightly to 
the right with fiery rays moving 
around it 

Bark at the Masassi Outpost, Solo 
was carrying a large box Luke went 
to him "So you got your reward 
and you’re leaving,” said Luke 

“That's right," said Solo “I got 
some old debts l gotta pay off with 
this stuff Even if I didn’t, vou don’t 
think I’d be fool enough to stick 
aiound heie 

“Why don’t you take a look 
around ieplied Luke “You know 
what's about to happen what they’re 
up against. They could use a good 
pilot like you You’ie turning your 
back on them" 



I uke end. l.eta try to negotiate a 
deep chasm in the Death Star 


“What's the matter she asked 

“I really thought Solo would change 
his mind, he said sadly 


“What good’s a reward if you ain’t 
aiound to use it 7 ” said Solo "Be 
sides attacking that battle station 
ain’t my idea of courage It’s moie 
like suiude ” 


“He’s got to follow his own path," 
said Leia “No one can choose it for 
him ” She kissed him gently on the 
cheek and walked away His eyes 
lollowed hei 


‘ Well, take care of yourself,” said 
Luke ‘ I guess that’s what you’re 
best at, isn’t it 7 ” 

Solo smiled “May the Force be 
with you,” he said. 

A voice came loud and clear 
across the station “All pilots to 
your nations ” Leia saw Luke stand 
mg on his own and that he looked 
miserable 


“Operate space wall now," came a 
man’s voice and at this, flight crews 
began rushing around their planes 
Crewmen handed them their helmets 
as they settled in their cockpits. 
Workers milled around, making last 
minute adjustments Luke was al 
leady in his cockpit wearing his gog¬ 
gles and helmet ‘ I uke," he heard 
a voice say, "the Force will be with 
yon Stand by alert Death Star 
approaching ” 



In the wai room Lua stood with 
the conti ollei and llueepio On the 
giant computet display screen dozens 
of different cotouied lights flashed 
away 

‘ Estimate tune cf firing range, 
fifteen minutes, came the voice 

A large red diagtam appeared 
next to a green diagram on the com- 
putei screen Technicians worked in 
It out of the lighted glass walls 
luryone seemed to have something 
vitally important to do Tighter® 
flying in formation appeared on the 
sci eon “All Wings report in," said 
the Bed ieadei 

‘ Red Ten standing by," said a pilot. 

“Red Seven standing by," said an 

othei voice 

% 

“Red Three stanhng by" said a 
third 

“Red Tive standing by,’ said Luke. 

“I uck ‘S Foils’ in attack position,” 
orrioiod the pilot Ieadei The plane 
iormatioo moved u-lenlkssly toward 
Dc alh Star [ f) (OntiruPd 
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Stop dreaming, start packing. 





\ARIETY 


Sunday week 


Beginning September 3 

This week the Sun and Saturn are in Leo, Mars and Rahu are in Virgo, Uranus and Venus are in Libra, Neptune alone 
la in Scorpio, Kethu alone Is in Pisces, Mercury and Jupiter are conjoined in Cancer. The Moon will be moving 
through Virgo, Libra and Scorpio from Leo. 



ARIES (March 21 — April 20) A mixed grill of 
fortune awaits you. Happiness and financial 
gain may be somewhat marred by sad and un¬ 
toward events. Refrain from hasty action and 
tone up your nerves. Some compensation 
will come your way. Good dates: 7, 8 and 9. Lucky num¬ 
bers: 2 and 9. Favourable direction: South. 



TAURUS (April 21 — May 22) Refrain from 
hasty decisions and actions. Watch finances and 
health, especially your nerves. Do not despair 
if progress is slow; the clouds will pass away. 
Your generosity needs to be checked. Travel Is 
foreseen. Good dates: 4, 6 and 8. Lucky numbers: 4 and 
9. Favourable direction: East. 



GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) A week of both 
good and bad fortune. Gain through secret 
sources and speculation Is probable, impulsive 
decisions and actions may spoil your good 
fortune. Attend to all business and corre¬ 
spondence carefully. Avoid litigation and romance. Medical 
expenditure Is foreseen in the family. Good dates: 3, 4, 5 
and 8. Lucky numbers: 3 and 5. Favourable direction: 
North-east. 



CANCER (June 22 — July 22) A successful 
and happy week Is forecast. Your health will 
Improve. Avoid speculation and safeguard the 
health of your family members. Elders should 
be dealt with tactfully and you should not 
squander away your resources. There may be some 
trouble over inheritance from a female relative. Good dates: 
4, 5 and 9. Lucky numbers: 1 and 6. Favourable directions: 
West and South. 



S LEO (July 23 — August 22) Travel and Im¬ 
proved business activities are portended. This 
la the time to push through a new business 
venture. Your employers and those in authority 
will cooperate with you. Avoid doubtful love 
adventures and safeguard the health of womenfolk in the 
family. Good dates: 3. 4 and 8. Lucky numbers: 3 and 8. 
Favourable dkeeden: North-west. 


VIRGO (August 23 — September 22) Your hard 
work and initiative will enhance your good 
fortune. A pleasant surprise awaits you. 
Health Improves radically this week. Pay close 
attention to courtship, but beware of concealed 
traps. Translate plans into action despite the opposition 
of an elder In the family. Good dates: 5, 7, 8 and 9. Lucky 
numbers: 4 and 7. Favourable directions: West and South. 



K®LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) You will 
strike a friendship with Influential people. Do 
not be put off by delays; good fortune awaits 
ijA ij J_!\ ( you In the near future. Your social front will be 
busy. This week is unfavourable for travel 
and courtship. Elders may fall sick. Good date*: 3, 4, 5 and 
7. Lucky numbers: 4 and 7. Favourable directions: North¬ 
east. 

SCORPIO (October 23 — November 21) Despite 
s'-> some initial anxiety your affairs will make good 
progress. Romance and social gathering con- 
f tribute to your happiness. Do not be careless 

' In your dealings with higher-ups In your office. 
Watch your finances and correspondence closelv. Good 
date*: 3, 7. 8 and 9. Lucky numbers: 2 and 9. Favourable 
direction: East. 



v ?if SAGITTARIUS (November 22 — December 22) 

M Safeguard your health and that of your family 
members. Chidren will prosper and Intellectual 
J pursuits will yield better results. Business ven- 
tures require close attention. New friends con¬ 
tribute to your happiness. An unexpected event will cause 
some worry In the family. Watch your expenditure closely. 
Resist speculation. Good dates: 6 , 7 and 8. Lucky numbers: 
1 and 6. Favourable directions: South and East 


CAPRICORN (Decomber 23 — January 20} 

This is the time to exploit your business oppor- 
n tunlties. Good progress is indicated, provided 
- Jl you keep away from useless expenditure and 
—■'» dubious love adventures. It Is likely that you 
will be compelled to make changes in your Itinerary. .This 
should not frighten vou. Good dates: 4. 7 and 8. Lucky 
numbers: 4 and 8. Favourable direction: South. 



'VZpTpn AQUARIUS (January 21 — February 19) Your 
,.rs»qd sense of fairplay should not desert you at this 
hour. Do not be disheartened by an unexpected 
reversal. Courtshio and marrlaqe should be 
kept on the sidelines during this week. Your 
profession needs constant watching. Others will hold you In 
hlah esteem. Good date*: 5, 6 and 9. Lucky numbore: 3 
and 9. Favourite direction: East. 



PI8CES (February 20 — March 20) Despite 
trouble over inheritance and property, a hapov 
and successful weak is forecast. Your health 
Improves and there Is a spate of social occas¬ 
ions where you will be outstanding. Children 
In the family will show remarkable proqress. Family prob¬ 
lems Invnlvina Inheritance and property will he eventually 
solved. Speculation will bring vou much hapolness. Good 
dates: 4, 5 and 8. Lucky numtem: 4 and 6. Favourable 
direction: North-east. 
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NARETY 


!his india 


WRIST WATCHES, foreign currency 
notes, bank drafts, cheques and gold and 
diver ornaments were among the 
jfferings made by devotees in the bundi 
>f Lord Krishna temple at Guruvayur. 
Ute hundi collections during the last 
wo months totalled Rs. 5,60,930 accord- 
ng tbe temple authority. Times of 
'ndia (Biswa Ranjan Sarkar, Calcutta) 

JORAKHPUR. A H.uijan woman of 
vfenhnaria village under 1’cppiganj police 
.tation of Gmakhpur district, had to lose 
loth her ears early this week for draw; 
ng water from the well ot one Nathai 
if same village—Deccan Chronicle (K. B. 
/enkatesoriah, Hyderabad.) 

IULANDSHAHAR: A couple in village 
Abulias about 25 kms from here 
sacrificed” a boy of the same village to 
ave the life ot their ailing son Police 
rrested the couple after recoveiing the 
mdy of the boy, which was stated to be 
luried in their house -Ainriia Ba:ar 
'fltrika (Vmod Kumar Burman, Calcutta) 

HANSI. An affaii between a young 
Jarried woman and a youth has led to 
he loss ot eight lives in Jamalpura 
Blage in the Kampura area ot the 
alaun district. According to a report 
eceived here, the romance was resented 
y the residents of the village. Undet 
rred by their opposition, the youth, who 
elonged to a neighbouring village went 
) the woman's house with some friends 
nd asked her father to produce hei 
efore them. When the father refused 
i do so, they resorted to indisciiminate 
ring, killing eight persons and causing 
•vere injuries to two others —The limes 
f India. Tahera Rahman, Cuttack, 

EW DELHI: A lower division clerk 
Otking in Matusbri Higher Secondary 
Chool in Nawalgarh district of Rajasthan 
as been issued a passport by the Ex 


/ithout comment_ 

WOLF, if it goes wild, has to be shot 
ead—Morarji Desai. 

NLY GOD can bail us out—Madhu 
imaye. 

HAVE COME to realise that the enor- 
tous task of nation-building is not 
ithta their capacity Not Morarji Desai. 
'ot Charan Singh. Not the others. Pre- 
ous time is being frittered a wav—Jaya- 
rakash Naravan quoted in The Guardian. 


BE CHARAN SINGH affair is a serial 
ory. There, is a next instalment coming 
•N. J. N. In Onlooker. 


‘ THF. ‘pub’ was taken out of the ‘re- 
iblic*, what wilt remain is only a ‘relic’ 
Vasant Sathe in Lok Sabba. 
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ternal Affairs Ministiy 
rise’s photograph am 
Hindustan Times. (B, 
Varanasi.) 


try with somebody 
affixed to it—The 


Ganguli, 


KOZHIKODE: Students sprang a surprise 
by doing an extraordinary soual service 
chasing prostitutes and their pimps away 
After boycotting classes they drove away 
tOO street prostitutes and their pimps 
who had long been occupying the vacant 
portion between the school and a nearby 
tank The courtesans took to then heels 
leaving aside their vanity bags and cos¬ 
metics —Indian Express (K. Shamasundcr, 
Bangalore) 

NEW DELHI. Mr A. G Kulkarnl today 
•suggested opening a tell for behavioural 
therapy in Parliament to help cool their 
tempeis and bring down their blood 
piessure Mr Kulkarm said almost every 
day members got woiked up during the 
debates ind as a result their blood pire- 
ssurp shot up Dr Rafiq Zakaria asked 
if the government was contemplating 
opening clinics for politicians whose 
mental troubles weie causing one politi¬ 
cal crisis after the other— Indian Express, 
T- Radha, Madras 

BANGALORE : Autorickshaw drivers, 
beware 1 Think twice before refusing to 
go on hue. By refusing you may find 
vourselt stranded sans the vehicle. At* 
least this was the experience ot a driver 
who was stopped by a stranger on 
Sampige Road at 8 30 pm on Thursday 
The stranger wanted to go to Dewah 
Park, two kilometers away. But the 
driver, for his own reasons, refused to 
go on hue. During the course of the 
argument, the driver got out of the 
three wheeler to settle the issue This 
proved to be his undoing as the stranger 
quietly got into the vehicle and drove 
away. The driver had to stand and gape 
Indian Express (S. Umapathi, Bangalore.) 


CANDIDATES EITHER have to be weal¬ 
thy or be backed by wealthy men to 
represent the people. This has been tbe 
norm in India—M. G. Ramachandran 
quoted in India Today. 

WE HAVE nowhere to go if the Janata 
Party disintegrates—Atal Behari Vaj¬ 
payee. 

WHEN GEN. ZIA-UL-HUQ said that to 
hold elections as soon as possible was his 
solemn assurance to the people and 
‘pledge to God and the nation’, he was 
entitled to the benefit of doubt—Mumtaz 
Ali Khan Bhutto. 

JANATA PARTY as It is constituted to¬ 
day has reached the point of no return— 
Link. 

I ALWAYS smile—Jagjivan Ram. 


„PJOf 



A YOUNG servant woiking at our 
farm happened to accompany me 
to Delhi for the first time W* 
stopped near a shop which had a 
large signboard showing a human 
skeleton with the inscription “X- 
Ray done here". With rustic In 
nocence, the young servant asked 
me, “Sahib, is that Gandhiji?”— 
Shivindar Bhel, New Delhi. 





THE TEACHER m out history 
class was discussing the problem 
of unitv in diversity. After listen 
mg for some time, a fat student 
rose up and said, “When I went 
to Punjab all the Punjabis laughed 
at me, when I went to Madras all 
thr south Indians laughed at me, 
and now thdt ] am in Bihar, all 
Bihans laugh at me. This prove* 
that there is unity in diversity in 
India—Anjali Saran, Patna. 


fa. 






MY SEVEN-YEAR-old sister came 
smiling from school and told my 
father, "Daddy I have secured 
cent per cent marks in Telgu.” 
The second day she came sobbing 
and said, “I am so sorry Daddy. 
In social studies I have got poor 
marks. The teacher only gave me 
fifty out of fifty."—J. M. Sharma. 
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a word or two 


I T’s easy to see why a rich man’s 
son should be “born with a 
silver spoon in his mouth”. All 
children are fed out of a spoon, 
but only a very lucky child would 
have it made of silver. 

A wooden spoon needs more 
explanation. It was used in an 
old joke current at Cambridge 
University. The boy standing last 
in the Mathematics Tripos would 
be ceremonially handed a wooden 
spoon. Hence “to get the wooden 
spoon" is to stand last in some 
thing. 

It’s harder still to see why a 
foolish man should be called a. 
"spooney”, or why “spooning” 
should mean silly, sentimental 
love. Perhaps it’s because children 
are spoonfed: thus anything silly 
or childish could be associated 
with spoons. 
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stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 


O UR forefathers, guided by the 
principle that the form of penalty 
meted out should be in proportion to the 
type of offence, were more ingenious in 
their formulation of punishments. A 
record of such weird and savage punish¬ 
ments makes interesting reading. 

In ancient times, nations of the Middle 
East executed criminals by stoning, hang¬ 
ing, crucifixion, or impalement on a stake 
—a particularly torturobs type of execu¬ 
tion practised by the Assyrians. In ancient 
Babylon, those eondmned to death were 
sometimes thrown into a pit of hungry 
lions or into a blazing furnace. In Egypt, 
banging was one ot the popular methods 
of imposing death. In ancient Rome, 
Christians were often thiown to the lions 
in the Colosseum. 

In the Middle Ages, dissenters wefe 
often mimed at the stake, torn apart on 
the rack, or killed in the embrace of an 
"iron maiden.” The ingenuity of man 
in conjuring up bizarre cruel modes of 
capital punishment has been remarkable 
indeed. In medieval times, the doomed 
risoner was sometimes tied to four 
orses which were driven apart, wrench¬ 
ing the prisoner's body. 

A rather sadistic and inhuman In¬ 
stance is the case of the clock which was 
used for execution in Europe. The head 
of the victim was pushed through a hole 
at the 12 o'clock position of a large clock. 
As the minute hand ticked around, it 
would narrowly miss the victim’s throat. 
The hour-hand, however, whose blade was 
keenly sharpened, jerked around slowly 
and inexorably towards the victim’s ex¬ 
posed neck. The glistening blade came 
nearer and nearer. Imagine the victim’s 
agony. He must have died two deaths 
—one actual, one in anticipation. 

The ancient Greeks favoured punish¬ 
ment by the wheel. Criminals were 
bound to the outer rim of a wbeol and 
whirled around until they died. They 
inflicted one penalty for the actual offence 
and another for the intemperance that 
caused It. 

Prior to 1855, the penalty for treason 
in England was hanging, followed by 
disembowelling decapitation and quarter¬ 
ing the body. In 1780 there were about 
350 crimes In England which were 
punishable by the death penalty, most of 
them trivial offences. Even children 
were sometimes banged. 

One often wonders what could have 
been the social Uate, temperament and 
the sense of humour in those days when 
executions were considered a social event 
which provided entertainment for the 
people. There are recorded cases where 
marriage ceremonies were postponed fust 
because the day fixed for wedding dash¬ 
ed with the announcement of a public 
execution 1 


In France, the infamous guillotine wa: 
inaugurated in 1789. Heads rolled foi 
280 years before “Madame La Guillotine’ 
was last used. 

The Americans proved their ingenuit; 
by inventing the first eiectrocutioi 
gadgets. The electric chair was firs 
used on August 6, 1890, to execut 
William Kemmler, who was horribl, 
burned as a result. In 1937 the ga 
chamber replaced the hangman’s noos 
in California and rapidly became th 
favourite means of execution. A mor 
recent and perhaps humane ‘vehido o 
death’ is the administration of a drag 
pentothol. This ‘woqder drug’ adminit 
tered into the vein in strong doses rt 
suits in painless death, so they say. 

During World War II, Hitler imposei 
a massive “death penalty" upon Jew* 
Gypsies, Ukrainians, Poles etc. Sonv 
were machine-gunned, others were hang • 
ed, but an incredible number lost the! 
lives m gas chambers, disguised a 
delousing showers, and were later cas 
into crematoriums and burned to ashes 
An estimated 6,000,000 Jews lost thei 
lives in Hitler’s infamous Concentratioi 
Camps. 

In Spain, a ghastly method of deatl - 
penalty was the strangulation by th 
garrotte for robbery with murder. Th j 
condemned criminal was seated on 
stool. A metal collar projecting from 
vertical post behind the execution sea 
was fastened around bis neck. A scret 
was tightened until the cuminal was dear 

In Islam, adultery is a crime again! 
God and the state must inflict on th 
guilty parties the obligatory punishmeo 
of stoning unto death, in Hinduism tot 
there are similar preposterous provision! i 
Says ‘Manu Smritf: “It a wife prou ! 
of the greatness of her relatives or (he j 
own) excellence, violates the duty whic 
she owes to her lord, the king shall caus 
her to be devoured by dogs in a plac 
frequented by many”, Also, “a noi 
Brahmin ought to suffer death fc 
adultery; tonsure (of the head) is ordait ' 
ed for a Brahmin instead of capit! 
punishment.” 

But what is most ridiculous is th 
subjection of even animals to the rigom 
of the law and blood-curdling Inals an 
tortures. A graphic account ot a trl. 
scene where a huge wolf was tried ffl 
murder is startling and revealing. Rohe 
magistrates sat on the dais and th 
accused (a huge wolf) was dragged ii 
The learned opened the case and tb 
equally learned defended the dumb bruti. 
Legalism flew back and forth; authorise 
were quoted and witnesses testified. A ■ 
long last, the shaggy prisoner was pn 
nounced guilty and was condemned t 
die by hanging on the public gallows! 
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Softer, silkier hair with 

Halo Cosmetic 


Give your hair 
today's lustrous 
look With 
Halo Cosmetic 
Shampoo It 
restores the real 
silky softness of 
your hair with 
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balanced formula 
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Halo Hair Care 

for naturally healthy hair 

Halo Egg Shampoo Pud beautiful 
body and bounce in \ our hair with an 
entia rich egg protein formula 

Halo Lemon Fraah Shampoo Gives 
oily hair a ratural shine so clean 
so bright 

Helo Concentreta Shampoo Just a 
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Only Halo Shampoos 
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Babies and 
breast-feeding 

H AS it ever occurred to you that 
breastfeeding is as much a 
hazard as it is a necessity’ lake the 
rest of the world, most babies in 
West Germany are breast-fed by 
their mothers for at least the first 
few weeks of their lives Few are 
put straight on the bottle. Yet feed¬ 
ing from the mother’s breast can 
also endanger the health of the 
child, however ridiculous it may seem, 
according to a recent claim by 
German chemists. 

Breast-fed babies have an alarming¬ 
ly high intake of DDT and other 
pesticides—the levels are sometimes 
higher than permitted by the food 
and drugs regulations in Germany. 
Nonetheless, it is admitted that 
breast-feeding is still a must, though 
the toxin count requires a closer 
scrutiny. Breast-fed babies, imbibe 
immunoglobins, or antibodies, that 
make them more resistant to infec¬ 
tion: the mother’s milk is far richer 
in nutrients than brand-name pro¬ 
ducts. Breast-feeding also fosters 
the dote and intimate contact 
between the mother and the child 
that babies need. 



Opinion among gynaecologists, paediatricians and midurives at maternity 
wards is strongly tn favour of the mother and new born baby rooming it. 
together as soon after birth as possible—both for the baby’s sake and. to 
enable the mothers to learn under supervision how to care for their off¬ 
springs. The doctors of Tubingen University in West Cermany have 
devised for use m maternity wards this ingenious cot attached to the 
foot of the mother’s bed, which at a flick of the wrist can be transform¬ 
ed into a nappy-changing table. The contraption has caught on at 
hospitals all over West Germany. ^ 
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1 d take Anacin 
rf I were you! 


For quick relief 
take 

strong and trusted 

ANACIN 


Strong: Anacin relieves pam quickly because it 
has more of iht pain reliever doctors recommend 
most the world over 

Trusted: Anaun is a combination of medicines 
like a doctor’s trusted prescription That’s why 
millions of people take as well as recommend 
Anacin 

FJfective Jor the pain o] colds and flu, headache, 
backache, muscular pam and toothache 



Strong and trusted 
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THE DARINGLY 
DIFFERENT 
BEVOX BE 4000 

COMPACT-BEAUTIFUL- 
CLEAN SOUND 



THE INCOMPARABLE 
BEVOX STUDIO 12000 

SLEEK - POWERFUL - PROVOCATIVE 



Versuhbty Th/il s wh.it you 
yet from nt VOX’S great range 

Of '.ICM'O 

Designed lor the discerning 
enthusiast requiring 
u a( uption. 1 1 pertormam.c. 

Of VOX : li'iuo equipment l»*ls 
you he.it wh it others rniv> 
clean yvirf»- powerful : ound 

Ni>v(‘i brittle- h;e. mk.Ii clarity 
and fullness of :,uuml been 
achieved Studling ((.insient 
aceuru: y .i ohd wulr* stetren 
image locating pieosely nil 
musical det.id in the .pace 


before the listener 

For your greater listening 
pleasure choose from «j wide 
range of BEVOX speaker 
systems. 

fit VOX stereo systems are 
designed to sound better 
naturally 

One of these days you're 
going to own a BEVOX, 
right? Well, this is one of 
those days. 
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[ w hv // ■yx' BAJAJ ELECTRONICS 

* * V/v. 32 ‘) Unique innuMual tsi.’ile 


STEREO SYSTEMS 
A Sound Irl«.*< 


Off Veer S.'iwarkar Maig P/abriatievi I 
(lornbuy 400 0?6 T««l 46 77 90 


India’s most popular pain-reliever 
From the Anacin Division of Geoffrey Manners 

*n*8d TM *23 7/70 


STOCKISTS AND AUTHORISED SERVICE AGENTS FOR KERALA! 

EVANS ELECTRIX M 0 Road. Emakulam, Cochin «82 Oil Tot 3S628 

DISTRIBUTORS AND AUTHORISED SERVICE AGENTS FOR 
BENGAL: DUNICS 128/18. Httra Rood. Calcutta 700 028 
Tal 48-1338 U P t MOTWANE PVT. LTD. 48. Hazratgini 
Post Bax 48, Lucknow 228 001 Tal.'SHfes-JUTH INDIA. 

STEREO SOUND CENTER No 7. WoodfJJSoA Moduo 600 002 Tal; 82899 
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chess 


Position No. 6 


Xi 


1st 


W0L 


WMI» to ptoy - Aoar thoUU thm gam* go? 


Continuation ot Position No. 4 

A beautiful finish won by that magician 
among grandmasters Aron Nlrrtzowltsch, 
a gains; the ubiquitous.' and weak, player 
NN at Copenhagen in 1930— r4rk1. 
p 1 R2ppp 1 p 1 bp3 3qB3, 3PR3' 
50 1 P. PP3PP1. 6K 1 
Play went 1. R—07 OR-Q1 2. RxB, 
R x R 3 O- B6 and Black resigned sim» he 
is mated alter 3 PxO 4 R—Ktl ch. 
K-R1 5 BxP 

Routiodgo chess handbooks 

With Chess Tactics and Attacking Techni¬ 
ques by Raymond Edwards (95 p Ct 60) 
Routledge complete their aeries of six hand¬ 
books on the game As such it fresh and 
original and very up-to-date From this last 
section I give a game by Vagaman. that 
irrepressible Soviet grandmaster It was 
played at the international tournament at 
Moscow in 1975 

While Vaganlan Black Forlntos 
Queen's Gambit Declined 
1 P—04 Kt—-KBS. 2. P—QB4 P—K3, 3. 
Kt—KB3, P—04, 4. Kt—B3, B—K2, S. 
B—84, 0—0, 6. P—K3. QKt—02, 7.0-82 
P—B3, *. PxP, KtxP. 9. Kt x Kt, KP x Kt, 
10. 8—03, &—Kt5 Ch. 11. K—K2. Kt—B3, 
12. Kt—K5 R—K1. 13. P—Kt4 P—KKt3, a 
weakening move, better was BxP ch 
14. OR—KKtl, 8—03, IS. P—KR4 P—84 
10. P-R5 BPxP, 17. RPxP BxKt. 16. 
P—Kt5, B—Kt5 ch. 19. RxB. R-OB1, 20. 
PxRPch.K—R1.21.BxB.RxB.22.PxKt. 
RxO ch, 23. BxR P—06 ch, 24. BxP. 
R—K1, 25. R(B1>—KKtl. resigns 


Queen-side pawn majority 

White Cherbakov Black Bogatirev 
Spartaklad Federated Russian Republic 
1975 

OP Nwruowitsch Defence 

I. P-Q4 K1-KB3 2. P-QB4, P-K3 
3. Kt-QB3 B-KI5 4. P-K3 P-B4 

6. Kt—K2 0-0 6. P-QR3 B X Kt ch 

7. Kt x B P-03 S. P—QKt4, Q-K2 

9. B-K2 R-01 10. 0-0 0Kt-Q2 

II. P-K4 P x QP 12. Q x P P-KR3 
13. Kt-Kt5, Kt-K4 14. Kt x RP Kt— B3. 
15. Kt x Kt P x Kt 16. P-K5, resigns 

First count your piocot 

English Opening played in the Oubna 

Tournament 1973 

White Mishta Black Vagaman 

1. P-QB4. KI-KB3, 2. KI-QB3. P-Q4; 

2. PxP, KtxP. 4 P-KKt3, P-HKt3. 
5. B-Kt2, Kt x Kt, «. KtPxKt. B~Kt2, 
7. KI-B3.0-0, S. 0-0. Kt-Q2,9. R- Ktl. 
Kt-Kt3. 10. Q-B2. B—02; 11. P<-Q3. 


B-R&, 12. Q-Q2. 0-Q2 13, P-B4 
B-0B3. 14. B-KI2, BxKt. IS. OBxB 
BxB White resigns 

HARRY GOLOMBEK 


bridge 


ONE of the French magazines has a series 
With the title 'Connatmax miet/x vos cham¬ 
pion* When the interviewer asked Roger 
Tnezel whether there was any special Inci¬ 
dent in his bridge career which he regret 
ted, Ttteel recalled this deal from the 
annual tournament of champions at 
Deauville 


Dealer, South Love all 


• 087 

• 764 
*3764 

• 973 


• AJ963 
*93 

• A Q9 

• 64 

N 

W E 
S 

• K 10 5 

• A K 10 8 

• K 5 

• A Q J 2 


• 4 

* O J 5 ? 

* 10 8 3 2 

• K 10 8 5 


H was the first nand of a 16-board 
encounter Trteei was South and the bid- 


ding want 

SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

TrAzel 

Garozzo 

Jals 

Forquet 

2NT 

No 

3* (1) 

No 

44 

No 

4NT 

No 

5* 

No 

5NT (2) 

No 

64 

No 

7NT (3) 

No 

No 

No 



11) The modern style (this was 1965) Is to 
use transfsr bids ovsr 2NT Obviously Three 
Hearts, putting partner at the wheel in a 
spade contract. Is a better move 

(2) Orthodox Blackwood asking for 
Kings 

(3) Speculative, because there was no 
assurance that the trumps would be solid 
Perhaps Jais was anxious to strike an early 
blow against the redoubtable opposition 

Oarozzo led the 4 of hearts against TNT 
Forquet played the Queen, and South won 
He lad • K and followed with the 10. on 
which the 8 appeared Playing according to 
the normal odds Trteei went up with the 
Ac* This was a disaster because at the 
cutler three tables, predictably, a small slam 
was bid and made 

fhe French pair won this tournament 
eventually, so why did Trteei reproach him- 
081* so bitterly? The reason is that the 
opening lead provided a subtle indication If 
Garozzo had held a plain doubleton in 
spades, (ha suit that had bean strongly bid 
and supported, ha would probably have 
preferred it to any other, supposing It to be 
safe The lead of a heart, probably from 
xxx. was quite likely to kill an honour in 
partner's hand The odds, in a special 
sanea. made it advisable lo play West to i 
Qxx in spadaa 

TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


1. In anthropology, what was in¬ 
teresting about the Piltdown man ° 
2 What is a Roorkie fornicator ? 

3. Which country has a secret ser¬ 
vice group called Mossed ? 

4, In which year were the first 
Greek Olympic games held ? 


5 Which country celebrates its 
national day as Dominion Day ? 

6 Whal is common to Oevayanl 
and Dido Queen of Carthage 7 

7 In World War It, what were the 
Baedeker raids 7 

8 Pick the odd one out and say 
why Angami. Sema, Kukl, Lotha 
and Lushai 

9 Who first made qlass ? 

10 What was code-named Opera¬ 
tion Victuals 7 

11 What Is prevented by the 
BARFF process 7 

12 What was the earlier name of 
Ghana ? 

13 Whoso motto is ‘the libeiation 
Of the sell und service to the 
world ? 

14 How many men are thorn In a 
platoon ? 

15 What is the Gadgil formula? 
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stamps 



BRITAIN S first adhesive commemorative 
stamps were issued in 1924 to publicise the 
British Empire Exhibition held that year at 
Wembley Theywere in values of Id and lid, 
and featured the angular Wembley lion and 
a portrait of King George V The stamps 
warn reissued the following mar with the 
date altered to 1925 The 1924 stamps now 
cost about CIO the pair, runt or fine used 
but the 1925 pair, overlooked by many 
collectors at the time, w costing towards 
C40 A white flaw, caused by a told in the 
paper during the printing process, raised 
the price ot this f id stamp to CS2 at a recent 
auction by Bonham’s, of Knightabrldge 

C.W. HILL 












INTERVIEW 


The compromise formula should 
be implemented soon 


When CH AIT ANY A KALhAG armed 
for thts pre-arranged interview at 
Janata General Secretary RABI 
RAY’s residence al 12 Safdariung 
luine. New Delhi, an assistant of the 
latter's mtormed him that he had 
been summoned urgently by the Pre 
ndenl, Mr Neelam Snnjwa Reddy to 
Rashtrapati Bhavan Half an hour 
later Mr Ray returned to inform our 
correspondent that he had only paid 
a social visit to the President an 
“old fnend’’ Behind his blustery 
rheerfulness however, Mi Ray wus 
obviously worried about something 
He was also anxious to project the 
impression that all uas now well wrih 
the Janata Party 


Q: Is there a possibility of your 
being one of the two nominees of 
the erstwhile BLD in the Union 
Cabinet? 

A: I would not like to comment 
The nominees will be chosen bv 
Chdudhaiy Chat an Singh in consul 
tation with the Prime Minister 

Q: Do you think the compromise 
formula worked out on August 1? 
will heal aU the ruptures in the 
Janata Party? 

A: The compromise will improve 
the overall image of the Party, and 
now we tan gel down to the job of 
implementing electoi.il pledges we 
made to the people last year The 
unilv of the Paity was essential foi 
this implementation 

Q; The general feeling is that 
even this compromise is not going 
to last, but will only be another 
patchwork solution which may soon 
soon come apart 

A: I do not like patchwork coin 
lions and neither do my colleagues 
in the Party For the last 50 davs 
we have all been straining eveiv 
nerve to try and reach an amitabk- 
settlement all round--one that will 
he acceptable to everybody We have 
been burning the midnight oil with 
the firm view that if unity is not 
achirved, the future of democracy 
in this country will be jeopardized 

Q: Is Mr Charan Singh happy 
about the terms of the compromise? 

A: Chaudhury Saliab has agreed 
to be Party piesidenf and also 
accepted the foimula He feels he 
► ran now guide the Parly, and work 
For its betterment to his heart s 
content He has furthermoie init¬ 
iated his reluctance to return to 
the Cabinet Chaudhary Sahab is a 

74 



self respecting man He has a mass 
following, and his credibility would 
be eroded if he compromised on 
fundamental issues He did agree 
to call off the Kisan Rally but that 
was only a subsidiary issue, a means 
to an end. The major goal he has 
before him is to see that the Party 
fulfils its electoral promises. 

in this regard I must say that by 
expressing his desire to quit his 
post of Party president in favour ot 
Chaudhary Sahab, Chandrashekhar 
has exhibited wonderful statesman 
ship It shows that he can rise to 
great heights I commended his 
efforts when Chaudhary Sahab with 
drew his resignation from the Na 
tional Executive of the Party on 
rhandrashekharji’s initiative. The 
Party should be thankful to Chan 
drashekharji for his foresight and 
spirit of sacrifice, as well as for his 
timely hunch that Chaudhary Sahab 
with his vast administrative experi 
ence would be ideally suited foi the 
post of Party president 

Q: What about problems like the 
resignation of Mr Madhn Llmaye? 

A: Madhu and 1 have been com 
iades in arms for many years now 
He has not resigned because of the 
present crisis He has only resign 
cd because of a deeper disillusion 
ment with the affairs of the Party 
and Government. He is very con 
scientious and may have felt that 
he could not function properly m 
the present setun It is possible that 
if these umtv efforts succeed he may 


be persuaded to withdraw his resig 
nation 

Q: When will the terms of the 
compromise formula be put into 
effect? 

A: I cannot tell vou the exact 
date but it will be soon 

Q; The major stumbling block 
seems to be that the Prime Mini¬ 
ster wants Mr Charan Singh to with¬ 
draw his allegations against Mr 
Kanti Desai. 

A: Chaudharv Sahab has only 
requested that an mquiiv be institii 
ted into othei people s allegations 
against Kantihhai He has not p< i 
sonallv levelled any allegations. 

Q: There is apprehension that 
(ID elements like Mr Bahuguna and 
Mr Jagjlvan Ram are likely to re 
sort to drastic action due to their 
patent unhappiness with the com 
promise 

A: If these gentlemen hold the 
piospect of unity uppeimost in then 
minds then they cannot but accept 
the compromise This formula i-. 
acceptable to everybody Later per 
haps we can trv to bung skeptics to 
accept our point of view and I am 
suie Chaudhary Sahab will assuage 
their doubts Fair play and justice 
will be the sheet anchor of Paiti 
policy under Chaudhary Sahab Iheie 
will be no persecution because of 
past misunderstandings 

Q: Personally how do you fore¬ 
see the future of the Janata Party 
and Government? The feeling is that 
things have gone too far to be re¬ 
medied. 

A: For me, the present moment 
is most important I believe in the 
test of immediacy Right now I also 
believe that this unity formula 
should be pushed through vigorously. 
If it succeeds we will definitely go 
ahead with ,a Idynamic programme 
for both Party and Government If 
it fails 1 foresee nothing but disaster 
and calamity. It is a life-and-death 
situation. I hope reason and good 
sense will prevail. People all ovei 
the country. Party workers, ordinary 
citizens, and leaders Ike JP, have 
been expressing happiness at this 
compromise. Should we in Delhi not 
lespimd to their sentiments? Perso¬ 
nally I am not very happy with the 
situation, but I am glad about the 
formula, which has unanimous sup¬ 
port. 1 am unhappy because certain 
people are bent on creating obstruc 
tions and keep bringing things to a 
deadlock. 
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Even before a child is born, his 
teeth and bones begin to 
form. From infancy through 
the growing years, calcium 
is vital 

If your child does not get 
sufficient calcium at any stage 
of his growth, it could be too 
late Start him on Calcium 
Sandoz Today 

Four tablets a day of 
Calcium-Sandoz 


provide essential calcium 
through the growing years and 
build strong teeth and healthy 
bones Fortified with vitamins 
C, D and B12, Calcium-Sandoz 
tablets have a delicious 
vanilla flavour which | 

children love 1 

I 

Calcium-Sandoz —the 
world's best calcium 
developed by Sandoz in 
Switzerland. 


Calcium-Sandoz 

For strong teeth A 
and healthy bones 


SANDOZ 
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HOLIY WOOD’S 
CELEBRATED 

WRITERDIRECTOR 

Krishna Shah’s 


SHAUMAR 


1 . , . S»-a- Soon to be an international motion picture blockbuster, 

co-starring Dharmendra, Zeenat Aman, Shammi Kapoor 
KrtehnaShah 1 * and O.P. Ralhan, with Rex Harrison, John Saxon and 
SHAUMAR Sylvia Miles of Hollywood fame, budgeted at ovV 5 crores 

rupees and being produced in 70 mm in Technicolour. 

/Vow rendered into a spellbinding novel by 

J9» Manohar Malgonkar 

^ ® Internationally Acclaimed as India's Foremost Fiction Writer 

• The exciting experiences of wild desperadoes in an 
enthralling death-hunt for a fabulous gem! A deadly, 
MawitarMelgKwkar spine-chilling novel ablaze with action and passionate 

romance. 

ths from tha film 

j • For the first time in India's publishing history this novel 
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Between North 
and South 


'T'HE most sensational point made 
" in “The South's spetial prob¬ 
lems” (August C) by Ai.iy Kumar is 
the anti Hindi stance ot the south¬ 
ern CMs, espenallv the CM of Tamil 
Nadu. Mr M. Ci. Hamachandran, 
who has politicalised the issue with 
an eye to the next Stale elections. 
The other three CMs of the South 
prefer Hindi to continue as the 
medium of communication between 
the North and the South. The lan¬ 
guage issue has become an obstacle 
to development, diveiting our atten¬ 
tion from the more pi easing social 
and economic pioblems tonf tonting 
the country. 

It is hard to understand why MGR 
has adopted such an unyielding 
stand on Hindi. Equally to blame 
are the Hindi pundits who have fail¬ 
ed to make Hindi a comprehensive 
language by incorporating into it 
suitable terms from other Indian 
languages. The wide acceptance and 
universality of English is mainly 
due to its synthetic and comprehen¬ 
sive character. It has adapted words 
and phrases from several other lan¬ 
guages. Hindi too should evolve on 
these lines before it can be accept¬ 
ed by all the people of India. 

Rom Prasad Sarma, Tura 

One-language formula 

'T'HE article presents a biased and 
prejudiced account of the langu¬ 
age problem. Your correspondent 
wrote: "When Nehru gave his assur¬ 
ance in Parliament In 1959 that 
English would continue as an asso¬ 
ciate language till the non-Hindi 
States were willing to accept Hindi 
he did not visualise that Tamil rhau- 
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vinists would throw out the three- 
language formula in 1967.” This 
may be true but it is also true that 
when Dr Rajendra Prasad gave his 
casting vote in the Constituent 
Assembly to establish Hindi as the 
sole official language of the Union 
Government, people in the non-Hindi 
States failed to realise that they 
would henceforth be second class 
ritizens. The three-language formula 
is a farce and was evolved to hood¬ 
wink the non Hindi people . It is a 
one-language formula in the Hindi 
belt and a three-language burden on 
the rest of India. The Tamil Nadu 
Government has rightly rejected the 
three language formula and saved 
national unity The Janata Govern¬ 
ment is bent on imposing Hindi as 
quickly as possible. The leason is 
easy to see: the Jana Sangh and 
RSS have a big sav in Janata affairs. 
Vi re President, Committee for 
English, Bangalore 

MR. KUMAR writes. "The upper 
classes send their children to private 
schools or central schools where 
Hindi is taught so that their wards 
can take up jobs outside the State". 
This cannot be true betausc only 
those South Indians who know 
English are able to take up iobs out¬ 
side their States. Frankly, the South’s 
problems cannot be understood with¬ 
out considering those ot the North. 
Witness the fate ot Maithili. Owing 
to the acceptance of Hin.li in the 
Maithili-speaking area, Maithili is 
gradually disappearing. The Govern 
ment no longer considers it a langu¬ 
age. but a ’boll’, and is planning to 
stop the teaching of Maithili In 
schools where it has been taught 
since 1948. Some Maithili writers 
have become small-time Hindi 
writers. The same fate awaits the 
languages of the South, if Hindi is 
accepted as the link-language. 

Ashish K. Chaudhary , Darbhanga 

AJAY KUMAR asserts that Tamil 
Nadu is the only State which is not 
following the three-language for¬ 
mula. But is it not a fact that the 
North is following a one-language 
policy ? Only recently a northern CM 
is reported to have remarked: 
“Even our thinking is in Hindi”. 
Even though the politicians of the 
North are unwilling to admit it, 
Hindi is actually more foreign to 
them than English. 

N. Af. D. Menon, Palghat 

THE conference of southern CMs 
on July 16 was the logical outcome 
of the apprehension of the people 
of the South that Hindi is being 
covertly imposed upon them. Surely, 
mere verbal assurances to the con¬ 
trary will not allay their suspicions. 
Judging from letters to various 
newspapers and the ever-increasing 
demand for admission to English- 
medium schopK, it is evident that 
the people and intelligentsia of the 


South are in favour ot continuing 
English as the official language in¬ 
definitely. In view of their senti¬ 
ments, a provision to this effect 
should be enshrined in the Consti¬ 
tution. This would only be a wise 
move and prove the tolerance of the 
North. 

Rita Jha, Bombay 

FRANKLY, we Tamils would never 
like to be Indians without English. 
English has been a cohesive force 
for at least a century and a half. 
Being an Indian without owing affi¬ 
liation to English, is an emotional 
myth. Hindi, being the sole official 
language, hurts eveiy self-respecting 
Tamil It all depends on how the 
people and leaders in the North are 
willing to accept and accommodate 
us. 

P. Padmanabhan, Coimbatore 

WHO really subverted the three- 
language formula 7 One would like 
to know how many northern States 
have been following it, in the first 
place. If the four southern States 
have not discarded the formula, it is 
due to sheer opportunism. Under 
the pretext of enhancing job oppor¬ 
tunities outside the State, the 
Governments of Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Kerala have mort¬ 
gaged the future of their people to 
the North. Only Tamil Nadu has 
stood up boldly against the imposi¬ 
tion of Hindi through the insidious 
formula. 

fl. S. H. Nair. New Delhi 

1 DO NO I see any reason why those 
whose mother tongue is not Hindi 
should learn that language to com¬ 
pete with those whose mother tongue 
is Hindi for jobs in a Government 
which is not a monopoly of any 
region. 

K. R. Menon, Calicut. 

IT IS quite obvious that language is 
the special problem of all the four 
southern States, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Piadesh, Karnataka and Kerala. 
MGR’s stand on the issue is praise¬ 
worthy. The imposition of Hindi as 
the official language of the whole 
country will be a direct affront to 
democracy. The Central leaders 
should be more sympathetic to the 
South. 

Ranendia Kumar Buragohain, Jorhat 

Not the hero 

M. MENEZES and G. Ravi 
• chanfiran in their report "The 
Great Romantic” (August 6) have 
not done their homework welL Mr 
M. G. Ramachandran was shot at by 
Mr Radha in May 1987 and not 
January 1967. He was expelled from 
the DMK during October 1972 and 
not in 1973, as reported. The film 
"Vanjipottai Valilean” had Gemini 
Ganesan in the leading role. MGR 







Words I never spoke 

Y OUR article ‘‘Kerala: Strange 
Bedfellows", (August 6) came 
as a surprise to me. It is true 
that I had an interview with your 
correspondent which lasted near¬ 
ly an hour. The questions posed 
by him were of national import¬ 
ance and matters relating to poli¬ 
tical Parties at the national level. 
Little was discussed about Kerala 
politics I have not made the 
comments on the Chief Minister 
it*ported by your correspondent. 
1 am snry to say that by mani¬ 
pulating a portion of my interview 
along with that of others, he has 
only succeeded in misleading your 
readers 

Further, the statement purpor¬ 
ted to have been made by me 
about the Chief Minister has 
prompted a Malayalam daily to 
publish a write-op putting the 
whole issue in a controversial 
manner to suit their convenience. 
This has created some misunder- 
*iaitu<ng which could have been 
avoided had the write up in your 
weekly been edited without los¬ 
ing the spirit of what I have said 
and putting it in the right con 
text 

K Sunken anarayanan. 

Minister for Agriculture and 
Community Development 
Government of Kerala 


did not have a lole in that film. 

T K Ponnambalam, Vanur. 

THF, sarcastic comment on MGR’s 
baldness was in bad taste. Even 
Gandhiji and Kamaraj were bald. 
MGR is without peer in his moral 
standards and is singled out for his 
‘clean’ administration This was 
proved by the AIADMK’s landslide 
victory in the recent Madurai muni¬ 
cipal election, in which they bagged 
SO out of a total of 65 seats. 

R. Sankor, Kallakurichi. 

MGR’s decision to continue with his 
film career while retaining his 
ministerial portfolios poses a rather 
delicate problem. Wno will take 
care ot the Government when he 
is doing a shooting stint ? The 
Acting Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu 
must find a suitable solution to this 
problem. 

R. R. Sen, New Delhi 

MGR is not anti-Hindi but against 
the imposition of Hindi. Mr Morartl 
pesal has repeatedly said that Hindi 
would not be imposed on the South 
but he consistently works for the 
success of this objective. He should 
realise that no other Indian lan¬ 
guage can effectively replace English 
because India is a country with 
many languages and all people tend 
to be emotional about their mother 
mngue. 

It is not fair to attribute MGR’a 
popularity tn the screen. If that be 
the case, why cannot Dharwndra 
or Amftabh Baehcban become Chief 


Ministers also? It takes much more 
than stardom to reach the masses. 
The article ’‘The great romantic” 
states that MGR is not a talented 
actor. Good siting is the natural ex¬ 
pression of feelings through facial 
and bodily gestures, and by this 
standard. MGR is a most natural 
actor. Also MGR is the only actor 
who preaches morality in his films. 
And Cho Ramaswamy’s comment 
that MGR is poor in English is in¬ 
decent 

M R. Salhyanarayanan, Salem 

IN THE report captioned ‘‘The 
Great Romantic” your correspondent 
apparently forgot to mention Jayala- 
litha, one of MGR’s victims in the 
film industry There was a time 
when she was called ‘‘sister-in-law” 
by the hero's fans. But then MGR 
found the youthful Manjula and 
totally forgot Jayalalitha. 

Pniani Siththarthan, Madras 

SUNDAY has caused irreparable 
harm to the Tamils by using MGR’s 
photograph on T the cover. The 
ATADMK Party propagandists are 
displaying your magazine before 
gullible audiences all over the State. 
They proudly proclaim that even 
north-lndian magazines are honour¬ 
ing MGR. 

R. if. Lakshmi, Ttrupur 


The people know better 

A K.’s interview with Dr Channa 
• Reddy “The Centre is a better 
place to work in” (August 6) was 
amusing. The concerned Chief 
Minister should realise that the 
people of Andhra Pradesh have 
elected him for the State’s welfare 
and not for making frequent trips to 
New Delhi. Parliamentary institu¬ 
tions cannot thrive, if they are taken 
casually. 

D. N. Ganesh, Chichmagahur 

I READ with interest the interview 
with Mr A. K. Antony. The fourth 
question put by Mr Kumar reads: 
“What are the chances of a ‘third 
force’ being forged? While answer¬ 
ing this question Mr Antony is re¬ 
ported to have said: "The CPI(M) 
will have to change its stand and 
link Itself with progressive forces 
at the national level in Kerala. It 
has *o give up its sectarian outlook”. 
The interviewer presumes that Mr 
Antony was referring to the close 
links that the CPI(M) has in Kerala 
With the Ezhava community, now 
prosperous, but backward in the re¬ 
cent past. The opinion expressed by 
the interviewer is misleading. Even 
now the top Party posts in the 
CPI(M) are monopolised by leaders 
who hail from the ‘forward* commu¬ 
nities. In contrast, the Ezhava com¬ 
munity has no elitist pretensions and 
constitute the rank and file of major 
political Parties in Kerala. 

P. M. Jtnaraj, Cochin 

I WOULD like to point out a few 
rfiscrepahdes in your cover story 
datelf August t. Vaigh Express was 


inauguiated on August 15 during 
the J.m.ila iuto. Secondly Tamil 
Nadu's fust Chief Minister’s sui- 
name was nut Peddiai «i» you men 
turned but Reddiai 
5. it. Venhate&waian, Madurai 

“VILLAM Kurukuvilla Tamil Nadu" 
does not mean “No watei ior raitnl 
Nadu” In iait Malayalam has no 
such word as “Kurukuvill.i” It 
should be “Vellam Kodukkukayilla 
Tamil Nadinu ” 

Mohan , Gaulialt 

Did I see right ? 

A VERY souous eri or had nrpt in¬ 
to your August6 issue The two 
columns below Tina Muniin’s photo¬ 
graph on page 30 have been inter¬ 
changed 

G S. Utlam^ingh, Bombay 

THE prirewinnmg entry in “Humour 
in real life" (August 6) is 
reproduced fmi page 43 of Reader’s 
Dtuest dated November 1975. It is 
indeed surprising that plagiarises 
versions are not only published but 
also rewarded I suppose senders 
should be more caretui and honest 
while sending contributions 
M.S. Prakasa Ran, Narusapur 

A correction 

Z IP is not the abbreuated version 
of either “Zonal Improvement 
Plan” or “Zonal Indication Plan", as 
“Quiz” (July 2) or Shiv Kumar (Opi¬ 
nion, August (>) would have us be¬ 
lieve. Actually it stands foi “Zone 
Improvement Plan”. 

S. Mohnot, New Delhi 

This answer has been confirmed as 
the correct one— Editor, SUNDAY 

The true picture 

I N PAGE 21 of your July 9 issue 
you have made a statement re¬ 
garding development ot process and 
engineering work for the Heavy 
Water Plant—Kota, whuh does not 
reflect the true picture The process 
as adapted in. the Kola Heavy Water 
Plant was developed by the Bbabha 
Atomic Research Centre A Bombay 
based foreign engineering consul¬ 
tancy firm was entrusted to do de¬ 
tailed engineering and field supei> 
vision which was subsequently 
assigned to Development Consultants 
Private Ltd. 

'A. K. Bhattacharyya, Director, 
Development Consultants Private Ltd. 


SUNDAY does not accept any respon¬ 
sibility for the Ich c i/jmeoe of 
unsolicited manuserprs, photographs, 
transparencies, art work, etc. While 
letters for the "Opinion" pages are 
yrelcome they are subject to editing for 
reasons of space and clarity 
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WANTED: 

A COMPROMISE 


A new and important political development may be under way. The Congresses 
under Mrs Gandhi and Sarciai Swaran Singh are showing signs ot gradually 
coming together. But will their reunion ever materialise ? An interesting set of 
factors are at play, involving changing affiliations and political expediency. 
UDAYAN SHARMA assesses their importance. 


U NITY or no unity the Congress’s 
political culture is here to stay. 
Alike the Janata Party syndrome, 
the unity talks between two Con¬ 
gresses have become full of in¬ 
trigues, because the unity of the 
two Congress Parties is directly rela¬ 
ted to internal squabbling in the 
Janata Party. Actually the time 
limit fixed by the AICC for the 
unity talks is over. So there 
should be no talks or effort to¬ 
wards unity. Hut the interesting 
part of the sordid drama is that per¬ 
sons like Mr Bipin Pal Das, Mr Sycd 
Mohammed, Mr V. N. Gadgil, Mr D. 
N. Dwivedi and company who forced 
Mr Brahuiananda Reddi to Instal Mr 
K. H. Patil in the Karnataka Con¬ 
gress, are now all set to join hands 
with her. To understand the Whole 
situation one has to understand 
Congressmen's political culture and 
behaviour. Their’s is a culture of 
distribution and quotas. They feel 
that they are more than equal— 
"To rule is our birthright”. Just 
opposite to Socialists who feel that 
‘‘To oppose is our only right." Con¬ 
gress-culture is akin to the mentality 
of zamindars who still feel that 
they were the only persons fit to 
rule. 

Therefore very few Congressmen 
(but there are some) are mentally 
prepared to stay jn the political 
wilderness. This ever-increasing 
khwaish (desire) to befriend Mrs 
Indira Gandhi again not only shows 
their inherent weakness and lust for 
power but also unmasks their 
cowardice and helplessness. 

On this issue of unity, there 
are a lot of differences in the top 
leadership of the Swaran Singh Con¬ 
gress, Among the leaders there are 
three serious deviations of thought 
so far as the future strategy is con¬ 
cerned. A faction led by Mr Y. B. 
Chavan wants so sit still and watch 
the future political development. 
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Swann Singh: Mrs Gandhi’s moves are half-hearted 


They do not rule out the possibility 
of joining the Janata Party. Dr 
Karan Singh is considered a hawk 
among leaders of this school. 

Another set of leaders is striving 
hard to evolve a face-saving formula 
so that both the Congresses merge 
under the leadership of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. These leaders include 
Messrs Swaran Singh, K- C. Pant, 
V. P. Naik, Siddhartha Shankar Ray, 
etc. Mr. Ray and Mr Naik are 
thinking only in terms of their rece¬ 
ding political power and stature in 
their respective States. They think 
that they might recapture some of 
the lost ground with the help of Mrs 
Gandhi. While at the other corner 
is Dr Karan Singh who prefers the 
brick of the Janata Party instead of 
the iron rod of Madam. The worst 
hit politician is Mr Y. B. Chavan 
who has been left stranded at the 
political crossroads. 

But there is a small coterie of 
thinkers whose heads are fixed on 
the right places. These elements 
feel that there should be a third 
platform for the persons getting 
disenchanted with both Mrs Gandhi 
and the Janata Party. Persons like 
Messrs Chandrajit Yadav, Priya- 
lanjan Das Munshi, Vyalar Ravi, 
K. P. Unnikrishnan, A K. Antony, 
S C Sinba, etc. feel that 
Congressmen should avoid both the 
abovementioned deviations. Going 
with Mrs Gandhi will be suicidal 
because her style of functioning is 
still unchanged. She is least inter¬ 
ested in unity. Oh the other hand 
people are getting alienated from the 
ruling Janata Party, according to 
Vyalar Ravi. Now more and more 
people are realising the fact. He 
claims that the feeling among the 
Congressmen is spreading very fast 
that they should come under one 
roof without aligning with Mrs 
Indira Gandhi Therefore, this third 
set of Congressmen suggest keeping 
intact the independent entity of the 
Congress Party minus Mrs Gandhi 
because the prospects of the move 
to unite all those Congressmen who 
believe in Congress ethics are im¬ 
proving. Their plea is that the ex- 
Congressmen in the Janata Party 
have started thinking that anh- 
Congressism was wrong. Mr Jagji- 
van Ram and others feel suffocated 
in the present atmosphere. There¬ 
fore Mr Yadav and hits friends feel 
that on Jawaharlal Nehru’s policies 
broader-based unity is possible when 
everything relating to unity was 
thought to be finished. Mr Swaran 
Singh’s statement supporting unity 
gave a new lease of life to pro- 
unity elements in the Party. 

In the Congress (I) camp there are 
two distinct schools of thought One 
group has its own different point of 
view that all the Congressmen who 
were in Congress in 1971 should be 
united. The other view is that there 
Is no need for hurry. People will 
come themselves on her side. While 
the Karnataka Chief Minister is sell¬ 
ing the first idea, Mrs Gandhi is in 


favour of the latter idea. But just to 
prolong the unity talks, she wants 
to pursue the idea. 

Accordingly, at the same moment 
she was pleading for unity, and also 
telephoning Mr Pranab Mukherjee 
to prevent any statement in favour 
of the merger talks. On August 22 
she gave him a second rebuff when 
she stopped him from collecting 
signatures of Congress (l) MPs ou an 
appeal for the unity of two Con¬ 
gresses. Actually Mr Devraj Urs 
was already a mauled politician be¬ 
cause Mrs Gandhi had left him out of 
the three-man Congress (I) panel 
for holding unity talks. Mr Urs 
vehemently opposed the idea and 
therefore, the panel was not an¬ 
nounced. Mr Kamalapati Tripathi 
launched a bitter tirade against Mr 
Urs*s unity effort. In the Congress (I) 
Working Committee meeting he cri¬ 
ticised Mr Urs at the instance of 
Mrs Gandhi. Even then Mr Devraj 
Urs had collected signatures of 40 


Congress (I) MPs and appealed 
against the wishes of Mrs Gandhi. 
The following is the text of the 
appeal: 

"At a time when the country is 
facing unprecedented crisis and 
the very foundations of a united, 
secular, socialist India are threat¬ 
ened by the forces which the 
Congress under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal 
Nehru had fought and contained, 
the call to Congressmen to unite 
and face this challenge together 
is wise and well timed. The peo¬ 
ple Of India expect this from us 
as was proved by the verdict in 
the recent polls. And we have a 
duty to respond. Besides we be¬ 
lieve that a united Congress 
Party is the only alternative to 
the Janata Party today. We, 
therefore, welcome this call and 
appeal to our leadership to acce¬ 
lerate the process of unity among 
Congressmen." 
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Bobu Jagpvan Ram: He is the deciding factor now 


All over India* important posts 
were given to former Congressmen 
and'iq a systematic way all types of 
Congressmen were included In 
January 78 when many other Con¬ 
gressmen joined the Janata Party 
gloom started hovering over non 
Congress elements in the Janata 
Party After the poll debacle in the 
southern States a heated debate took 
place in the pa-liamentary board 
meeting Mr Chandrasheknar and 
others openly alleged that the Jana 
Sangb workers did not work for 
Janata Party candidates Then Atal 
Beharl Vajpayee admitted “Yes, 
my workers have not worked But 
you must remember that it was a 
question of emotional strain Janata 
Party tickets were given to those 
Congressmen who were responsible 
for the detention and harassment of 
many of our workers How can you 
expect them to work for the same 
people’ Even then I tried to pei- 
suaae them but the emotional strain 
was too much ’ 


'T’HE former Congressmen then 
1 visualised new alignments under 
the leadership of Mr Moraru Desai 
or Babu Jagjivan Itam Babuji was 
hobnobbing with the (ongress ole 
ments (outside the Janata Party) 
from the very beginning But the 
man to watch was Mt ( B Gupta 
He has held seveial rounds ol talks 
with Congressmen of dilfeient hues 
In Lucknow he has met the Con 
gress (1) leaders, Messrs Narayan 
Butt Tiwary and Brahma Dutt He 
argues that Mr Moiaiji Desai should 
stnve to reunite all the Congress 
men under one roof, if possible with 
out the help of Mrs Gandhi, if in 
evitable with her too He has been 
working hard on this strategj along 
With Messis P C Sen, S K Patil 
and some others Like other Con 
gressmen he is not subtle and quiet 
He openly advocates the idea of 
unity of all types of Congressmen 
His recent activities prove that he is 
out to turn the Janata Party into a 
new Congress Party with some 
arrangements heie and there By 
and large, all the ex Congressmen 
m the Janata approve of his thesis. 


H N. Bahuguna: feeling suffocated" 1 



But the ball is in Babu Jagjivan 
Barn’s court Babuji is a deciding 
factoi now His exit from the Janata 
Party can lead to unity of all Con 
gressmen—Messis Devraj Urs, Ih.i 
van, Unniknshnan, etc All types 
Congressmen are ready to accept nls 
leadership Bui it seems at the tune 
of writing, that Mr Bahuguna's 
stiategy is different He does not 
want to walk out from the Party 
He thinks that it is better to capture 
the Party from within and whisk 
away the detractors but the latest 
development is of Messrs Sharad 
Pawar and Channa Reddy. Both 
have developed a soft corner for Mr 
Charan Singh This new and strange 
factor if ripened, can turn all visua¬ 
lised equations upside down But one 
fact is certain—that all the Congress¬ 
men in the Janata Party #re stand¬ 
ing united and they are vying foe 
the new alignment with the outside 
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force. According to them the Janata 
Party canfiot survive in its present 
from In September 197? even the 
Party president had predicted a 
fresh realignment of political forces 

One must understand the situation 
in the right perspective—that all 
unity talks among the Congressmen 
are aimed against Mrs Gandhi so tar 
as the two Congress Parties are 
concerned She will never allow 
them to unite And above that she 
will be the last person in the 
country who would Se interested in 
a split of the Janata Party She 
wants it to retain the present form 
so that it might evaporate. There¬ 
fore, there isn t the remotest chanre 
of unity as long as Mrs Indira 
Gandhi is here She wants to defuse 
the Janata Party and the Swaran 
Singh Congress from internal ten¬ 
sions So all the hopes of the 
Swaran Singh Congressmen are 
staked on persons like Babu Jagivan 


Ram and Mr C B. Gupta. If they 
leave the Janata Party it might lead 
to the umt\ of all Congressmen Mr 
II N Bahuguna, the strategist in 
chief of Rabu’s camp now, is not m 
favour ot deserting the Party He 
wants to capture it by admitting Mr 
Chevan and company into its fold 
There is every possibility that all the 
Congressmen including Messrs 
Channa Reddy anJ Urs might join 
hands to finish Indira Gandhi 

But the man to watch now is Mr 
Neolam Sanjeeva Reddy, whose lost 
desire seems to be to unite all the 
Congressmen under his leadership 
His movements prove that he is vying 
for the post of the Prime Minister 
for which he has been meeting 
all the important political figures of 
the country His speeches and acti¬ 
vities are very different from those of 
other Congressmen Because he is 
talking of a national government 
with everybody’s help 
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Mrs Gandhi is not serious 


UDAYnN SHARMA discusses unih 
Congress Working Committee 
member CliANDRAJl'f YADAV 
the chances of un«y between the 
two Congress Parties. 


Q: Is there any possibility of 
unity between the two Congress 
Parties ? 

A: At present I do not see 
any possibility of unity between 
the two parties Mrs Indira Gan¬ 
dhi was solely responsible for the 
split in the Congress Party and 
m the heait of her hearts, she is 
the person who is opposed to the 
unity move. She talks of unity 
as a tactical facade and wants to 
create confusion in the rank and 
file to win them over to her side. 
She does not want the Congress 
Party to be united. Her entire 
effort is to isolate those Congress 
leaders who are insisting that we 
must draw lessons From the 
Emergency period and tebuild 
the Party on the basis of certain 
01 ganisationa? principles so that 
the supremacy of the Party 
should be re-established. 

Q: What is the main hitch in 
the path of unity? 

A: The main , Hitch in the 
the unity is the individualistic 
style of functioning of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. After the last Lok Sabha 
debacle when the AJCC met for 
the first time, it was fully united 
and passed a unanimous resolu¬ 
tion. Because certain mistakes 
committed during the Emergency 
were admitted in the resolution, 
Mrs Gandhi did not like that the 
Party should mention these mis¬ 
takes. She was feeling conscious 
of her guilt and she thought it 
was implied criticism of her func¬ 
tioning. She then decided to 
break the Party. There are many 
examples which can prove that 
she is not sincere about unity. 
To quote only a few. She told 
the former Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra, Dada Patil, that he 
should not work for unity at the 
national level, but agree to the 
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress 
merging in her Congress Party. 
But when Dada Patil insisted on 
unity at the national level, she 
rebuffed him. Then, within her 
own Party when the Karnataka 
Chief Minister, DevaraJ Urs, 
started working sincerely for 
unity, she again rebuffed him and 
contradicted him , every time 
whenever he made any positive 
suggestion for uniting both the 
Congresses. Another example is 
that when 48 MPs of her Party 
signed a statement for the unify 
of all Congressmen in view or 
serious challenges to our national 
values which the Congress Party 



Chandrajit Yadav “The first victim of Mrs Gandhi’s style of func¬ 
tioning was the Indian National Congress " 


cherishes, she asked them to 
withdraw the statement 

Q: Do you still believe in 
collective leadership? Do you feel 
that Mrs Gandhi will accept the 
theory of collective leadership in 
case a unity formula was 
evolved ? 

A: The first victim of Mrs 
Gandhi’s individualistic style of 
functioning was the Indian 
National Congress She did not 
allow the Congress Party to func¬ 
tion as an effective organisation. 
She established a parallel set-up 
in her house with the help of a 
few individuals who* had no posi¬ 
tion in the AICC. The set-up 
started functioning as a mim- 
AICC, completely ignoring the 
Party organisation. At the later 
stage of the Emergency this set¬ 
up was run by her son and a few 
others. This resulted in a greqt 
national disaster, resulting in the 
rout of the Congress Party in the 
Lok Sabha elections. The main 
difference between us and Mrs 
*G* lies in this, even today she 
does not realize that when she 
broke the entire legitimate struc¬ 
ture and started functioning in 
an individualistic fashion, she was 
completely cut off from the 
masses and could not understand 
the feelings and reactions of the 
masses. We insist that individua¬ 
lism must end and the party 
should function on the basis of 
collective leadership but she 
openly ridicules the whole idea. 
Though it is a fact that she has 
successfully cashed on the 
failures of the Janata Party and 
hat won some elections, it is only 
ia negative support and in the 
final analysis people will sot sup¬ 


port her authoritarian approach. 
We insist on the supremacy of 
the Party over every individual, 
based on the principle of collec¬ 
tive leadership. 

Q: Is there even the remotest 
possibility of all Congressmen 
including those who are in Janata 
Party uniting under one roof? 

A: I am confident that all 
right-thinking Congressmen who 
chensh the ideals of secularism, 
democracy, national unity and. 
economic progress will one day 
unite to fight two eminent 
dangers to these principles. One 
Is the growth and strengthening 
of communal forces and the other 
is authoritarianism. Congressmen 
within the Janata Party and along 
with them many others also are 
fully aware of these dangers. 
The situation is developing fast 
in this country where parochial 
forces and people with a narrow 
outlook, who are now playing a 
dangerous game, will disrupt 
national unity. This danger is 
now being widely recognised. 
This will bring not only all Con¬ 
gressmen together but will also 
create a situation to unite other 
forces also with them who res¬ 
pect the values mentioned above. 

Q: What has happened to the 
third force idea? 

A: The third force idea is, in 
my opinion, not a sectarian and 
narrow approach. It is not limi¬ 
ted only to the Left political 
Parties and elements. But in 
the present context the third 
force means bringing all those 
forces on one platform who are 
against authoritarianism and 
communalism. 
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Human niqlrrs ancJ FoREiqN policy 


How committed is American President 
Mr Jimmy Carter ? Asks Dr WILLIAM 
GRIFFITH 


H UMAN rights has been, 1 think, the major new 
global initiative of the present Carter Adminis- 
tiation in Washington But it was really well on the 
way to becoming US policy even before President 
Carter was nominated. Why 7 1 am not sure that I 

know the answei. I guess that what Victor Hugo said 
about something else—"An idea whose time has come" 
—applies here. 

Tf any one single organisation were to be made 
responsible tor human rights becoming such an issue 
in the USA and elsewhere it would be Amnesty Inter¬ 
national. It has deservedly received the Nobel Peace 
True tor doing a remarkable job in getting juite a lot 
of people out of jail and preventing some from being 
executed, and more from being tortured. And human 
rights, after all, is not an issue only in the USA. 
Amnesty International was founded in Great Britain. 
The whole idea comes out of the British tiadition. 
Historically, a distinction is to be made between those 
who emphasize what Gladstone did with the Armenians 
and those who, like Bismark and Disraeli, are more 
interested in pure real poltttk 

Why has human rights become so influential in the 
USA 7 One should remember that the US Congress 
passed a law during the Ford Administration which 
called for the State Department to make a yearly re¬ 
port to Congress about the human rights situation in 
all countries with which the USA had relations of mili¬ 
tary and economic aid It was m response to the first 
of these reports that Brazil, in effect, nullified its mili¬ 
tary agreement with the USA because of what the re¬ 
ports said about human rights there. 

If human rights is an idea whose time has come in 
the USA, then I would pick two mam leasons for that. 
First, after the disaster m Vietnam, and after Dr. 
Kissinger’s pursuit of a policy, which seemed in¬ 
creasingly to many Americans to be much more like 
Disraeli's than Gladstone's despite the various phrases 
he used, of pure real polttik, it was, I think, piobable 
and indeed perhaps inevitable that given the US history 
and tradition, a demand would arise for more 
idealistic, or if you will, ideological content in US 
foreign policy. It was, in part, an attempt to repair 
the damage done by Vietnam to the U.S. image. 
It was even more, in a broader and deeper 
sense a return to what has been, after all, one 
of the central US traditions It expresses the values on 
which the USA is founded. The first 10 amendments to 
the US Constitution, in fact, show human rights to be 
one of them The idea is essentially of the enlighten¬ 
ment, of the founding fathers of the US Constitution 
This can, of course, he called an attempt to be "mis¬ 
sionaries to the World." 

The second reason why the Carter Administration 
has taken such a strong stand on human rights is 
that it is an idea whose time has come for all political 
groups in the USA To the US Left it essentially relates 
to what the Left has seen as rather a callous and 
cynical support by previous US administrations to 
dutatorships, notably in Latin America. The feeling 
was that the USA was supporting governments which 

Id 


were adopting non-ethical means like torture as 
normal political activity, and the USA was in some 
fashion responsible for this. 

On the US Right there has developed in the last few 
years an increasing feeling of distrust and suspicion 
about the Soviet Union. One reason for this, applicable 
to much of the Left as well, is the repression by the 
Soviet Government of intellectual dissidence This has^ 
been dramatised by two major figures—the writer^ 
Aleksander Solzhenitsyn and the scientist Andrei 
Sakharov. It has had an increasing impact in the US 
intellectual community, paiticularly among those who 
find In it one more opportunity to dislike and distrust 
the Soviet Union. 

Interestingly, US Leftist intellectuals, who before 
mostly spent their time attacking their own govern¬ 
ment on Vietnam or Watergate, now find in human 
rights in the Soviet Union and other Socialist countnes 
an Issue of considerable personal, emotional commit¬ 
ment This has been intensified by the alienation of the 
US Jewish community from the Soviet Union as a 
result of its essentially anti semetic policies, parti 
cularly towards those who want to emigrate to Israel. 
If human rights can be called an ideology then it is 
one which not only expresses the traditions of the US 
past, it also includes almost the whole range of ttae^ 
US political spectrum at present. It therefore fulfill 
what is always the function, among others, of an 
ideology—to act as a unifying and integrating element 
in foreign or domestic policy. 

President Carter himself Is deeply and personally 
committed to human rights because ot his involvement 
in the Civil Rights campaign m the US south. In some 
respects indeed one can think of the human rights 
movement in the USA as the logical successor, on a 
global scale, of the civil rights campaign for the rights 
of the US Blacks in the south. 

It is also fair to say that for many of Its advocates it 
fulfils another normal function of an ideology—it is an 
ideological weapon against one’s adversaries. Indeed, It 
is this aspect of the human rights issue in US foreign 
policy that is criticized on grounds of cynical manipula¬ 
tion. It is alleged that “all the talk about it” is simply 
a means of using this as a weapon in the ideological 
warfare with the Soviet Union. 

It seems that along with all the other reasons shown 
for the rise in attention given to human rights was the 
question ot detente. Under the Ford and Nixon adminis¬ 
trations and under the foreign policy stewardship of Dr 
Kissinger, the Soviet Union, as a rising global power, not 
only was not lowering the level of ideological struggle with i 
the USA because of detente but was In fact raising It 
Not surprisingly so as this was exactly what the Soviet 
leadership said that it would do when detente began 
in 1955 at the Geneva summit conference. The Soviet 
Union has consistently declared that detente involves 
the intensification of the .Ideological struggle. President 
Carter asked last year why it was legitimate for the 
Soviet Union to carry on an ideological struggle against 
the USA but illegitimate for the USA to express Its 
own ideology even if, or even because in part, its 
ideology was in direct conflict with the poliaeg and 
ideology of the Soviet Union and most of the other 
socialist states. 

East-West detente between the Soviet Union and the 
USA inevitably involves greater contact between both 




sides. It involves an “unfreezing" of the ideological iron 
curtain, as it were. In this case it indeed involves what 
has been called competitive decadence; .that is to say, 
the west is afraid that detente may lead to a decline 
in military appropriations and defence postures, rise of 
the Left etc., and the Soviet Union is afraid that 
detente will lead to the infection of Eastern Europe 
and even of the Soviet Union itself by ideas on human 
rights, rule of law and an independent judiciary, free¬ 
dom from fear of persecution, torture and murder 
which have been characteristic of the Soviet Union and 
the Russian Empire before. This kind of US attitude 
with respect to Russia is not new and neither is the 
issue of anti-Semitism in Russian-American relation¬ 
ships. In tie early twentieth century there were very 
serious anti Semitic pogroms in Imperial Russia, in 
considerable part with inspiration from the Imperial 
Government. As a result hundreds and thousands of 
Russian Jews emigrated, most of them to the USA. In 
the course of this, after a particularly harsh pogrom 
where several hundred died in south-western Russia, 
the US Congress, under US public pressure, in effect 
compelled the then President, Mr. William M, Taft, to 
denounce the then existing Russian-American Trade 
Treaty. The pressure of the USA on the Soviet Union 
to allow the emigration of Soviet Jews resulting in a 
major cutting back of US governmental credit guaran¬ 
tees and therefore of Soviet-American trade and trans¬ 
fer of US technology to the Soviet Union is nothing 
new. Exactly the same thing occurred in 1907. This is, 
after all, a recurring theme in US history. 


certain countries where US strategic interests were 
particularly strong, the USA would modify its public 
stand on human rights in favour of its strategic interests. 
He named Iran and South Korea. He was, of course, 
attacked for this In liberal US circles. But this is not 
surprising. It is very rarely that any country is led by 
a purely moral apostle. President Carter's foreign 
policy, like his predecessors’, is a mixture of morals or 
ideology and considerations of realpolitik, while the 
latter seemed to be predominant in Dr Kissinger’s 
case. President Carter is fond of quoting the statement 
by the late US theologian, Niebuhr, who said that, “the 
sad task of a statesman is to attempt to establish 
justice in a sinful world.” 

This means, therefore, that human rights is just one 
part of US foreign policy and its application is modifi¬ 
ed, moulded and guided by the possibilities open to the 
US Government to bring its influence to bear on the 
subject. Not surprisingly, the Carter Administration’s 
human rights policy has borne more fruit where the USA 
has greater influence. This is most true of military dic¬ 
tatorships in Latin America. If any one country were to 
be picked out where this human rights policy has been 
more effective than in others then it would be Chile, Not 
only the representations made publicly or privately 
by the Administration, but making US and interna 
tipnal Monetary Fund loans to the Government of 
Chile contingent on progress in human rights haa 
borne fruit. The same has been trua of several other 
governments in Latin America. 


QBVIOUS1.Y the foreign policy of the USA like that with itFrtSSgth it'V nof^p^rticulfrly^ui^ptib^to 
of any other major power has a complex of US pressure which, in fact, has back-flred. Repression 
motives and every new administration upgrades or In the Soviet Union of dissidence has increased very 
downgrades some of them. Clearly in the Carter Ad- significantly within the last two or three years. There 
ministration human rights has been upgraded. So has, may be no causal connection. But I believe there would 
for that matter, been the issue of nuclear non- be no less repression in the Soviet Union if there was 

proliferation. no human rights policy, The real reason is the Soviet 

c . * .. , , fears of the Infection of detente, of the ideas of hi 

Shortly after the policy was announced, the Secretary man rights catching on in Eastern Europe and in th 

of State, Mr Cirus Vance, said that with respect to Sovie t Union. Indeed, ironic and tragic as it may tn 

Jewish children demonstrate in Trafalgar Square, London on June /, international Children's Day aaatntt the 
treatment of their brethren in the CSSR who are being denied admission to schools : only hope far the future 


no human rights policy, The real reason is the Soviet 
fears of the Infection of detente, of the ideas of hu¬ 
man rights catching on in Eastern Europe and in the 
Sovie t Union. Indeed, ironic and tragic as it may be, 








c&neens 

events 

vO ur passport to success 


creeps 

events 


-iaBiSJWSKOS' 1 


V OCTOBER 

t 5 ^ 1978 

) ISSUE ON 

SALE 

t SINGIE COPY Rs 3/ 
(BY POST Rs 3/80) 




SUBSCRIPTION 

ONE YEAR 
TWO YEARS 
THREE YEARS 
SINGLE COPY 
(BY POST) 



RATES 

Rs. 30/- 
Rs 58/- 
Rs 85/- 
Rs. 3/- 
Rs. 3/80 


SPECIAL 

FEATURES 

• KNOW A CAREER 

• I.A.S. GUESS 
Compulsories + 

10 Optionals 

• IMPROVE YOUR 
PERSONALITY 

4 Features 

• CAREER ORIENTED 
SERIES 

(Study At Home 
& Abroad) 


ARTICLES 

Non-Alignment at the Cross 
Roads-World s Biggest Literacy 
Drive- Debt Problem of 
Developing Countries 

EXPECTED ESSAYS FOR I.A.S. 

Problems of Minorities in India- 
Ctvil Servants Role in a 
Developing Country Need for 
Electoral Reforms in India 

GENERAL ENGLISH 

Technique and practical 
Application of Essay, Precis and 
Paragraph-Multiple Choice 
English- Effective Writing-Use 
of Words & Phrases etc 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

General Science-Gandhian 
Thought-National & International 
Affairs-Latest in 

G K - Sports & Games- 
Multiple Choice G K etc 

CAREERS EVENTS MODEL TEST PAPER NO. 2 

ANSWERS TO CAREERS EVENTS MODEL TEST PAPER No. 1 
WIN RS. 200 - SOLVE CAREERS EVENTS CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE NO. 2 —NO ENTRY FEE. j 


For Trode Terms and Enquiries Write to 


I l / I I I Cf A.J C * V " f * 1 3 O I * I —M I. I I III t .3 • w I I l A A/ 

cwteens events 

31/1, Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-110060 (INDIA) (Tel. 582037) 


TMNas 


20 















an argument can be made that, up to now, detente hat 
increased in direct proportion to repression in the 
Soviet Union. 

In some of the other Socialist states there has been 
definite progress. Romania, to achieve the most favour¬ 
ed nation status in trade relation!, has made definite 
concessions on the emigration of Jews and others from 
it. Poland, which is heavily dependent on Western 
credit, has been relatively tolerant towards political 
oppositional activities because it knows that if it 
becomes repressive its chance of getting western credit 
would be much less And it needs these Western 
credits to maintain its rather shaky control over the 
always restless Polish population thus the progress on 
human rights is mixed It is most progressive m areas 
where the USA has the greatest influence. 

W HAT are its criticisms’ It would be naive to 
criticize it as some, particularly the Left in the 
USA do, on grounds that it is modified on other, 
particularly strategic, considerations. The USA would 
he the first country in the history of the world that did 
not do this And while it does say on the back of the 
American Great Seal “A new order of the ages”, I 
don't think we are all that new No other country, 
even no Scandinavian State, has been purely moral in 
this respect The single major citicism is that nothing 
has been said about China. One can argie that nothing, 
much can be said about China because we do not know’ 
much about human rights there But that is not a 
very convincing reply to this rather glaring fact It 
explains but docs not justify this flaw Probably it has 
not been done because of strategic considerations This 
policy in particular and most of US foieign policy in 
general is always subject, more than in most other 
countries, to domestic pressures of various kinds. The 
nush for rriticizmg the denial of human rights m the 
Soviet Union comes from anti Soviet lobbies m the 
USA The same Is trpe for lobbies on the left in respect 
of I atm America, South Korea, Iran, etc Theie is 
simply no lobby in the USA which is pushing very 
effectively for denouncing China. When there is no 
data or lobby this is a partial if not particularly 
convincing reason for what has happened, because in 
fact China is more repressive than the Soviet Union 
and indeed is exceeded in its repression only by 
Cambodia, Equatorial Guinea, Uganda, etc. 

There is the more geneial cnticism that it is an 
interference in the internal attairs ot a country. This is 
one which the Soviet Union and other Socialist coun 
tries and the Shah of Iran have continuously made 
There is the added point that the USA is naively 01 
hypocritically following the policy which assumes that 
one not only should but can hasp the same kind ot 
human rights m both a highly developed society and a 
less developed one That one should not criticise the 
complete lack of human and political lights in Kemal 
Pasha's Turkey or else how do you modernize the 
country’ This is not a very valid point. There haw 
been quite a few countries which have achieved deve 
lopment quite successfully along with human rights 

A second point is to distinguish between human 
rights and political democracy The US human rights 
programme does not go around declaring that every 
country must immediately establish demociacy What 
it really is attempting is to use all means ot influence it 
can to establish the "mle of law”. Ior, essentially, 
human rights can only be guaranteed by the mle of 
law There have been many developing countries in 
modern history which have had the rule of law but not 
had political democracy. Two obvions examples are 
Imperial Germany and Imperial Japan, both of which 
developed very ’rapidly and both of which after 
catastrophic defeats, have become political demo 
cracies But in Bismarkian Geimany and Melji Japan 
there certainly was a very significant amount ot the 
rule of law. This point counters the charge of In¬ 
terference in the domestic affairs of •countries The 
attempt Is not to set up a particular form or aov form 



A group of Bangladesh refugees ot a bus stand in 
latiadalpvr. Bihat the uatt for doom 


of democracy but to asset t and use what influence one 
has to further the idea that for example torture is 
wrong and that murder ot genocide is more so 
Finally the declaration on human rights m thp United 
Nations Charter and with respect to Noith America, 
Furope Eastern Furope, and the Soviet Union, the 
Helsinki agreement contain long and detailed provi¬ 
sions with respect to human rights In effect, therefore, 
one ran argue on the basis of international law that 
the USA is calling on say, tin Soviet Union, to fulfil 
the obligations with respect to human rights which it 
has guaranteed to do by signing those documents, and 
that the issue of human rights can no longer he tijn 
sideied a puiely domestic affair 

Finally what are the prospects’ The Carter Ad 
ministration is quite unlikely to decrease its emphasis 
on human rights, especially in the global sense Nor is 
theie any opposition to it in the Congress 01 among 
the public On the contraiv the hun an lights 
pohrv has fulfilled the need foi an idealistic 
and morally integrating factor It has become a matter 
ot public consensus Ihe argument is therefore, not 
one of principle but of halammg Sav with South 
Koiea how to balance military aid with concern for 
human lights there US policy towards South Korea is 
bound to be a inixtuie of both It then becomes a 
question of degree, of tactics To what extent there 
should be public piessuie, to what fxtent theie should 
be private pressure to what exlent there should be 
ouiet diplomacy or and how much of public denuncia 
tion The light for human lights is really something 
like the struggle against sin It mu^t go on constantly 

One cannot draw an over all balance sheet nor will 
one be able say whether one has achieved or not 
achieved progress or assume ihnt what has been done 
rannut be undone It is quite clear in India that what 
has been done tan be undone And the same is tiue of 
Spam Portugal and Greece 1 ook at the change m 
human and political rights in those countries in 
the last five years I here has to be a constant effort It 
is an effort whiih has been institutionalised There will 
always be people who will find it very naive or find it 
more useful to be concerned with say, military bases 
I* is like Ihe difference between “hard" and “soft’ 
science Military bases you can say. are “hard” and 
human lights “soft But a very realistic wav in which 
ihe nolicv is being institutionalised is the creation in 
the U S State Department of the post of an assistant 
Secretaiy ior human riithts One of th» premie on the 
National Security Council has as a part of his job, the 
policy on human rights In effect what ono needs >n 
the US 01 any Government is the equivalent of the 
slave standing behind the Roman consul in a triumph, 
who kept whispering to the conquering consul, 
Momtmto man (Remember deithl The analogy is 
rather macabre hut the point is quite clear It was put 
even more rlnarlv by the famops German poet, Goethe, 
who said “Only he has deserved his freedom who 
must conquer it every day " 
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The Gita and S. A. Dange 


I N the days of Shankaracharya the 
Gita was a book of Sdnkhya and 
metaphysics the mother of monism 
—strict and qualified. Hindu scho¬ 
lasticism was then at the end of its 
barren tether and mdya rendered all 
action nugatory In the middle 
ages, while the Muslims ruled in the 
North, our poet-saints interpreted 
fthe Gila as a book of defvotional 
surrender But contrary to current 
prejudice the Bhakti movement may 
nut have been just a Hindu adap¬ 
tive response to the belligerent 
arrival of Islam in India. Bhakti 
started in the Tamil country even 
before there was a sniff of Islam in 
the air of Aryavarta, and it may be 
argued that the whole subconti¬ 
nent was about to go devotional 
because ot its own internal logic. At 
the end of one's tether, one could 
either turn to tantra in arrogance 
or to prayer, and both threw out a 
scent ot vulnerable vacuum which 
whs crying out to be filled We had 
begun to cower tor brag, which is 
the same thiug) even when there 
’was no conqueror around, and the 
cowering was perhaps a stimulus 
rathei than a i espouse to aggres 
sion The coweung may also ex 
plain why the men from beyond 
the Hindu Kush took to us kindly 
more often than not and got assimi¬ 
lated after their initial urge for 
aggiession had expended itself 
Bhakti did serve as a foil to the 
Muslim presence and may have been 
reinforced by it, but can we be sum 
that, even in the North, the Bhakti 
movement was a product of the 
Muslim presence ? Would there be 
no Tulu R amayana if there had 
been no Akbai t 

Bal Cangadhai Tilak was the 
first important Indian who saw in 
the Gita a gospel of action which 
should have been dear through 
ages to all but the purblind, and the 
ways in which we bbfuscated such 
an obvious message should tell us 
about our psychic configuration at 
any given point of time. A history 
of the Gtfa commentaries may well 
provide us with a core around which 
one might bufld up a psychic history 
of India. 

And now Comrade Sripad Amrit 
Dange. Chairman of CPI, who wroto 
a preface to his son-in-law's book on 
Vedanta some years ago, tells us 
that the Gita is a book preaching 
social equality and democracy. (He 
Was speaking in Pune on the fifty- 
eighth anniversary of Tilak’s death.) 
Part of his thesis fs convincing 
enough. Very basis of the GUa, he 
leys, was the refusal of Arjuna to 
annihilate his kith and kin, but 



J> A Dange Vedanta and dialectics 


clannishness was already getting 
outmoded when the Mahabharata 
war was being fought The primi¬ 
tive Communism of the Vcdic 
society, based on kinship and gotra 
(cow group) was on its way out and 
a new society based on territory and 
kingship was emerging Kinship 
had no u-lcvance to this new sodety. 

So far, fair enough But when 
Mr Dange goes on to define the 
sthitaprajna as the new man an vi¬ 
sioned by Krishna to cope with the 
challenges of the new sodety be is 
on more shaky ground Mr Dange 
would almost have us believe that 
the sthitaprajna was the true So¬ 
cialist of his time—objective., sci¬ 
ence-minded and believing in equa¬ 
lity and the cause of the down¬ 
trodden The Grta is a call for 
action, but action for wbat? asks 
Mr Dange Progressive action, of 
course t 

11/HY is there such an urge in Ml 
V« Dange to square up variants 
with dialectics and the Grta with 
equality ? In his book Myth rind 
Reality, Mr D D. Kosambi too has 
wondered why so many Indian thin¬ 
kers (from 'Shankar and Janesbwar 
to Aurobindo, Tilak and Gandhi) 
have turned to the Gita as a source 
of inspiration, white many other 
more plebeian, (Tukaram, Kabir, 
Chaitanya, Nanak) have been able 
to make do without it. And the 
answer he gives is that the Gtfa- 
laving seers were rooted to the 
orthodox and affluent sections of our 
rdety, whilst those who preached 
bhakti sans Gita were nearer to tha 
masses, The answer is simplistic, 
but if we accept its premises, does 
H cast any light on Me Dange’s pre¬ 


dilections. or the class-base of the 
Communist Party intelligentsia ? 

Another explanation may be this. 
Wc absorb in childhood myth and 
mythopoeic history much before we 
are able to formulate concepts, and 
all good men who have come to the 
aid (or obstructaon) of the country 
form m our minds a pantheon ot 
biases The emotional content of 
this early learning is never entirely 
washed away by later ideologies; in¬ 
deed. it is the sub-stratum upon 
whi<h edifices of thought are lataf 
built It is thus that the Marxist is 
driven to discover the archetypal 
progressive in his favourite heroes 
of history 

If Greece had been the Mecca of 
Communism today, one can imagina 
the continuity which would bavo 
been claimed and the re-interpreta¬ 
tion which all the great figures from 
Socrates to Alexander the Great 
would have undergone Is not China 
grappling with Confucius all the 
time it is discussing the theology of 
its indigenous Communism ? How 
does one explain China’s occasional 
adoration of Changez Khan ? Surely 
no sthrtaprajna —or man of steady 
wisdom—could bracket the doubting 
Arjuna and the redoubtable Chengiz 
Khan as progressives of the same 
hue 1 

The Gita was meant to be a bat¬ 
tle-cry, and a castigation of weak- 
kneed compassion Its ruthlessness, 
Its talk of categories and of impera¬ 
tives, and its vindication of war as a 
duty match rather well with the 
Marxian matrix But that is about 
all. In spite of the seeming simi¬ 
larity of methods, contents of the 
Gita or Vedanta and Marxism are 
different, and of course ' nothing 
could be more un-Marxian than the 
use to which the Gita has been put 
in India. The battle-cry became, m 
our hands, a sermon of escape. 

Why then this harking back, and 
not only by Mr Dange ? The Veason 
is that vacillation in the face of 
urgently needed action has been 
and still is the tragic flaw of the 
Indian psyche, and it is a flaw 
which cannot be diagnosed easily by 
Marxist or any other tool In an¬ 
other sense too, we have moved 
away very little from the age of tha 
Mahabhaiata. A society based on 
clan and kinship is still very much 
with us, and miscegenation a living 
fear. And a nation-state based on 
territory is something which we ara 
still too raw and inept in handling. 

RAJENDRA MATHUR 
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\bu*d think a Kashmir 
holiday ends with Srinagar. 
Gulmarg and Pahalgam. 

But that’s just the beginning. 

There's a whole world of undiscovered 
valleys and snow capped mountains Rippling 
streams and flowering meadows There's 
such a lot to discover Such a lot to do 
Water ski swim fish.trek nde 

There are golden meadows at Yusmarg 
and Sonmarg Arhabal tor chmar groves and 
fountains Sunshine springs at Kokernag and 
Verinag Delightful pine forests at Khilanmarg 
Magical lakes at Wular and Manasbal Martand 
and Avantipur for ancient ruins 

Picnic paradises at 
Kud Batote and Patnitop 
The lonely moonland 
Ladakh 

So don't go away 
just seeing Srinagar 
Gulmarg and Pahalgam 
You'd have misse d 
seeing the real Kashmir 



Bring your family and your budget along 

You can spend Rs 300 a day Or just 30 
Without missing out on anything 
Accommodation is good and plentiful Direct 
flights operate from Delhi to Jammu and 
Srinagar State tiansport buses and taxis ply 
upto Srmagar 

Your travel agent or J 
nearest tourist office will 
tell you when where 
and how to go on the 
holiday of your life 
On a budget 


\bur kind of holiday. 
On your kind of budget. 





J&K TOURISM 

For further information 
contact Tourist Officer 
J tr K Government 
New Delhi 
ChanriraloV Building 
36 Janpath 
Tel 346373 
Bombay 

129 Manakjee Widn Bldg 
M G Road 
Tel 273830 

Ahmedabad 
Airlines House 
Lai Derwara 
Tel 20473 
Calcutta 
12Chowringhee 
Tel 233268 

Hyderabad 

Room No 30 

Lai Bahadur Stadium 

Amritsar 
2 Court Road 



It’s a kit more 
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Muddle-headed theoriser 


Towards Total Revolution (four vo¬ 
lumes) By Jayaprakash N a ray an. 
Edited with an introduction tar Brah¬ 
manand, Popular Prakashan, Bombay, 
pages cii + 1,200, Rs. 250 per set of 
4 volumes. 

By BHOLA CHATTERJI 

qpO those that assess men and ideas 
* in categorical terms, Jayaprakash 
Narayan is one of contempuraiy In¬ 
dian history’s most enigmatic charac 
tcrs. He defies labelling, they assert: 
his thoughts and actions at times 
confirm that consistency is the hob¬ 
goblin of little minds. He has often 
been described, particularly since hi* 
withdrawal from the Socialist move¬ 
ment in the early 50s, as a confused 
ideologue and ail escapist. 

The long and the short of the 
accusation against him is that in hi* 
five decade-long active political life 
he has frequently allowed himself in 
the morning the liberty ot holding a 
brief for what he would jettison be 
fore sundown. Critics also hold that 
there aie basic contradictions in the 
concept ol Total Revolution. If its 
goal has not yet been rationally spel 
led out, the theoretical and metho¬ 
dological questions involved await to 
be attended to And until these 
points are clarified, JP, it is conten¬ 
ded, would be considered at best a 
muddle-headed theoriser, at worst a 
SdiTison-s.y Eidrome victim. As for the 
concept of Total Revolution it would 
remain a mere slogan. The absence 
of any compact, lucid document 
coherently explaining his thought, 
ideas, actions and reasoning appa¬ 
rently strengthens the argument As 
Jayaprakash puts it in his foreword to 
the book, "I never tried to write a 
book, systematically and comprehen¬ 
sively setting forth my thoughts." 

The apparent, however, is not real. 
At any rate, not if Brahmanand, who 
had been Jayaprakash’s secretary for 
many years, is any .guide. In his 
179-page introduction he takes a 
penetrating look at the man. Un¬ 
sparingly, Brahmanand the editor 
(the other Brahmanand is an indul¬ 
gent friend incapable of detecting 
anything but the mote in his own 
eye) dissects him, puts his ideas in 
a sieve, and throws a shaft of light 
where it is needed most. He knows 
what he is talking about. For he is 
One of the few intelligent observers 
who have had ample opportunity to 
watch him from close quarters when 
things were in a crucible and Jaya¬ 
prakash had mites to go before he 
would be acclaimed the saviour of 
Indian democracy. 



With a total of 1,391 pages the 
four-volume book includes most of 
Jayapiakash's important speeches and 
writings since the imd-30s. Each of 
the four volumes is an entity in It- 
self; together they give an integrated 
account of the man and his ideas. 
The first volume follows Jayaprakash 
in his “Search for an Ideology”; the 
second focuses its attention on hl« 
understanding ot “Politics in India”; 
the third attempts to study “India 
and her Problems”, while the fourth 
explains in detail the why and how 
of “Total Revolution”. 

To be sure, it would-be stretching 
the point too far should one claim 
that the four-volume collection is 
good enough for an in-depth unaev 
standing of the evolution of Java- 
prakash’s thoughts and ideas. Or. 
for that matter, of his varied experi¬ 
ments with' “several ideologies and 
political paths". If that is true 
equally so is the fact that Brahma- 
pand's has not been an exercise In 
futility or in adulation. Far from it. 
The trouble he has taken to in the 
words of JP, search “out my writ¬ 
ings and dig them .out from old 
periodicals and other publications" 
has not gone to waste. It would not 
do to deny that the four volumes 
serve the purpose they presumably 
are intended to; fairly close acquaint 
tance with all that JP stands for. 
The editor's introduction succinctly 
establishes that JP has been neither 
an iconoclast for the love of it nor 
just a meanderer in the realm of 
ideas. A “central thread” does run 
through his ideas One could of 
course pick holes in his argument, 
but that would not detract from the 
logic of it. 

A word about sonic of the i da¬ 
tively significant aspects of JF's 
thinking. For instance, the concept 
of Total Revolution. That there is 
some confusion about it would bo 
hard to dispute. Much as this is not 


contested, JP reassures that it is not 
a metaphysical formulation. The con¬ 
cept is not an esotery meant foi the 
initiate either. In no uncertain lan¬ 
guage he makes it clear that “total 
revolution is not a dogma but an 
attitude to life. It is not a revolu¬ 
tion in the sense of a sudden change 
but it is a deep and comprehensive 
change in individuals and society." 
And the prefix ‘Total’ need not 
frighten you, lot it has been "used... 
to mean a comprehensive revolution 
affecting all aspects of social file, 
including individual life.” Sounds 
utopian?—Well, who would deny the 
existence of a utopian element in 
JP’s total scheme of things. But, 
does that negate the rationale ot his 
case? Whatever that is, the book 
ends on a hopeful note. In his 
message (included in the book) of 
January 29. 1978 on the anniversary 
of Gandhi's assassination Jayapra- 
kash observes that the parliamentary 
election “victory last March was a 
promising beginning. 1 remain con¬ 
fident that oui people will complete 
the revolution begun so well.” The 
people may, but what about the 
Janata Party. Does it still enjoy his 
confidence? One wonders. 

The pjeture that the four-volume 
compiiation'piojects is that of a man 
who is no system-builder and whose 
relentless opposition to any absolu¬ 
tist concept of politics lias all along 
determined his approach to men and 
events. Towards Total Revolution 
leaves none in doubt about the fact 
that Jayaprakash’s life has been 
spent in quest of what might enable 
man to exercise his right to dissent 
and to protest without inviting the 
dreaded early morning knock at the 
door. Above all, the preoccupation 
has been to engineer a system of 
polity that might make this world a 
little less inhuman and society a little 
more tolerant of man. Brahmanand 
has made a fine job of it. 
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A note on 'Darkness at Noon' 


By ART HUR KOESTLER 

N OVELS must speak for them¬ 
selves. the author’s voice should 
not intrude between, the work and 
the reader until the reading is over. 
Hence this postcript instead of a 
preface 

Darkness at Noon is the second 
novel of a trilogy, the other two are 
/he Gladiators and Arrival and De 
parture — which revolves around 
the central theme of the ethics of 
violence the problem of whether, 
or to what extent, a noble end justi¬ 
fies ignoble means Every political 
leader is confronted with this dilem 
ma at some stage of his career, but 
for the leaders of revolutionary 
movements—- from the slave revolt 
in the first century BC (the theme 
of 7 he Gladiators) to the Old Bol 
sbeviks of the 1930s and the urban 
guerrillas in the 1970s - the dilem¬ 
ma assumes a particularly stark 
reality, which is both immediate and 
timeless It was the realisation of 
this timeless aspect gf Stalin’s regime 
ot terror which made me write 
Darkness at Noon. 

I joined the Communist Paity in 
1931, at the age of 26, when I was 
science editor of a liberal newspaper 
in Berlin I joined the Party because 
it seemed to offer the only alterna¬ 
tive to Nazism and lascism, but also 
because, like Auden, Brecht, Mai 
raux, Dos Passos, Silone, Picasso 
and other writers and artists of my 
generation, I felt irresistibly attrac 
ted by the utopian promise of a 
classless society which Russia held 
out to the Western world in tho 
throes of economic depression and 
political crisis. When the Nazis 
came to power in 1933, I was al¬ 
ready m the Soviet Union, where 1 
spent a year as a guest of the Rus 
Sian Writers’ Federation. From 
Moscow I went to Paris where 1 
hved until France collapsed and I 
managed to escape to England A1 
together I remained a member of 
the Party for seven years. 

Mv progressive disillusionment 
reached an acute stage in 1935, the 
year when the Great Purge started, 
which was to sweep most of my 
comrades away But the following 
year 1 became involved in the Spa¬ 
nish Civil War and spent foui 
months in Franco’s prisons This, 
and other diversions, which I have 
described elsewhere (The Invisible 
Wrkmg, The God That Faded, etc), 
postponed the final break with the 
Party until 1938. In the same year 
I started writing Darkness at Noon. 


The decisive episode which led to 
the break was the trial of the so- 
called ‘Anti Soviet Block of Rightists 
and Trotskyists’ which was staged in 
the spring of that year in Moscow 
It sut passed in absurdity and hoiror 
eveiythmg that had gone before 

'TO the Western mind, ignorant of 
* the Soviet system and the power 
of Marxist dialectics, the confessions 
In the Show Trials appeared as one 
of the great enigmas of our time 
Why had the Old Bolsheviks, heroes 
and leaders of the Revolution, who 
had so often braved death that they 
called themselves ’dead men on rm 
lough’, confessed to these hair 
raising lies 9 If one discounted those 
who were merely trying to sate their 
necks, or trying to shield their faml 
lies, or broke down under toiture, 
there still lemained a hard core or 
men with a revolutionary past of 30 
or 40 years behind them, the vete 
rans of Czanst prisons and Siberian 
exile, whose total and gleeful self 
abasement remained inexplicable It 
was this ‘hard core’ that Rubashov 
was meant to represent 

The explanation that emerged In 
the novel became known as the 
’Rubashov theory of the confessions', 
and was the object ot a prolonged 
public controversy Gradually, how¬ 
ever, the various techniques to in¬ 
duce mental breakdowns became 
known to the Western world by the 
picturesque term ‘brainwashing’ It 
was successfully applied for the first 
time in the Moscow trials and after 
the war in other Punch-and-Judy 
shows staged in several satellite 
countries uke Hungary and Czechos¬ 
lovakia, even in North Korea It was 
a versatile psychological technique 
which could be combined with physi¬ 
cal torture or the administration of 
drugs, and could be further varied 
according to the victim’s personality, 
powers ot resistance and ethical be¬ 
liefs. For the vast majority of the vic¬ 
tims physical ill-treatment, threats 
and promises were sufficient to make 
them confess to having stolen the 
Eiffe*l Tower and sold it as setap 
metal. Darkness at Noon , however, 
is chiefly concerned with a histori 
cally significant minority, the elite 
of Old Bolsheviks, the men who 
made the Russian Revolution, 
changed the destiny of the world, 
then sank into the mud of utter self¬ 
debasement. Their fantastic self 
accusations were not prompted by 
beatings and the promise of country 
datchas. They died for reasons which 
reflected an ideology running amuck, 
but within the logic of their own 
faith. The Gletkms, cool practitioners 
of inquisitorial dialectics, succeeded 


in buaking the Rubashov? bv 
appealing to the noblest aspects of 
man bis sense ot duty and self 
sacrifice 

1FN Darkness at Noon was 
published in Fngland in 1940, 
it was discussed m Left wing curies, 
but otherwise caused so little stir 
that at the end of its lust yeai it bad 
sold less than 4,000 copus In franco 
it was published aftei the end of the 
war and sold over 400 000 lopies, 
breaking all previous lecoids in 
French publishing history But this 
was more of a political than a hie 
raty event The Communists had 
emerged from the German Oitupa 
tion as the stiongest and bes* 
organised force 

In this oppressive a’niosphere, the 
novel on the Russian I’uiges, though 
dealing with events that lay ten 
yeais baik assumed a symbolic ac 
tuality, an allus>ve rtlevanre which 
had a deeper psyc hologiral impact 
than a more directly topical book 
could have achieved U happened 
to be the first moral indictment of 
Stalinism published in post-war 
France and as it talked the authen 
tic language of the Party, and had a 
Bolshevik of the Old Guard for its 
hero, it could not be easily dismiss 
ed as ‘reactionary’ and ‘bourgeois’. 
Instead, the Communists tried to 
intimidate the publishers of the book. 
When they did not succeed, they 
bought up entire stocks of it from 
suburban and provincial bookshops 
and destroyed them As a result, 
the book was sold in between re 
prints at blackmarket puces three 
to five times higher than the official 
price When the circulation bad 
passed the quarter of a million mark. 
Communist speakers were instructed 
to attack book and authm at their 
mass meetings 

The controversy reached its peak 
during the fateful weeks preceding 
the referendum on the future form 
of the French Constitution It the 
Communists’ formula had carried the 
day, this would have given them, as 
the numerically strongest party, 
nearly absolute control of the State 
When the battle was over one of 
the leading newspapers, summing up 
the campaign in its editorial, said 
that ’the most important single Tac 
tor which led to the defeat of the 
Communists in the referendum on 
the Constitution, was a novel, T e 
?ero et I’lnftnt ! the Frenih title 1 
There are a few Incidents in my life 
to which, in hours of depression, T 
tum for comfort One of them fs 
the ep isode that I have just told. 

By arrangement uritfi “New States 
man". 
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'Suffering is the common culture 
of the Third World' 


1 he famous Pakistani poet FA1Z AHMLD 
FAIZ, hn <jn*n a ntu turn to modi rn L >du 
verst ILs, itrse is tin pnulmt uf a man u ho ?s 
wtll versed m I riglish literature, but it simul¬ 
taneously npresents the uiluabh elements of 
t nan i iiltmi 

A uidely read / oet throughout India and 
Pakistan I am ilrni Ins therms from the Sot ml 
isl molt mint Jit u as influent id by Karl Man 
A FI6.' Lt nut lntr rnational Puue Prizt uinna 
his portly stands foi humaniti / and his thtmts 
art ntnira'li/ nun 11 al lit < inmintd pot rly 
at ilose range He smjs thin is nted for 
a staxh of identity and tommon problems 
fat mg tfu Thud U arid Uo Hit st tounhus hair 
suffered during the toloruul rule 

A tarefitt tnrsimhng lutz non m his lati 
sntus had l is tarly s< hooting at his natti e loa tt 
Stalk ot m Pakvtan and net wed his master 
dnjrtts w Friglrh and Arabu Idiralint in 
Lahore lit am kid for some hint as a lectuur 
m Lahou and \mntsar and had a short Hmt 
in tht in mg as a PRO immediately after tlu 
Sitond World W r ai uhtn In tost to be a Lt - 
Colon 1 1 \ftu Pakistan s citation in 1947. he 
worked as a columnist with the Pakistan Times 
and assoaatid journal s- until they at rt taken 
ova in 19)9 by Pit side nt Ayah Khan 

KltlSIl 1,\ V4,\/> teilktd to him in Neu Dtlh> 

on August 5 u hen he was in India on an inrfta 
tion by the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations 


Q Some poet* have the habit of writing while 
sitting at a particular place at a particular time or using 
a particular pen or paper Do you believe in it? 

A I do not believe in it I do not think a is necex 
suv to hive a paiticular tune or place foi wilting poetry 
But it depends on an impulse, a situation, or toi that 
niattei tin season As soon as the idea comes it is 
written But a particular situation, a political happening 
helps me to wiite down something 

Q Is there any future for ghazoh in this last mov 
lug world? 

A. (tit,iinle Ohazal as a form of poetiv has a 
great futeiic Its form is flexible and it woiks within the 
tiamewoik ot a swum The system can be modified 
modernised but the foim will ri mam the same There 
is alwajs siope foi unking use ot the traditional sjsteiu 
to give it a new mi aning (diazal has the potential ol 
making use of i vpressions ana experunces tiom the 
tmditional medium These can be modified and fitted 
Into the present day model n world 
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Q: In post independence India, Urdu has been 
identified rightly or wrongly with Muslims and the non 
Muslim youth even in north India are now not aware of 
its rich traditions Do you think I’idu has any future 
In India ? 

A" I certainly think that I’idu has a gieit (nture 
in India There arp more Uidu knowing people in India 
than in Pakistan 

I am som that Ihdu has wrongly been associated 
with i pai titular religion language lias no connection 
with religion it is connected with the people language 
is always of the prople not of the ehgion Social neces 
sity has ircittd socnl pioblems and that should be 
tackled socially not giving it political colounng 

Q: A great controversy is going on in India about 
Urdu—whether it should be Sanskritiscd or Persia nised. 
and secondly, should It be written in Dcvuagri script to 
make it known to a wider readership. What do you 
think ? 

A 1 Urdu should be neither SansknUscj noi 
Persnniscd but simplified There should be more ex 
changes between canons lmguagcs, Urdu should 
assimilate words from other regional languages As far 
as the Titdu script is concerned it is a very complicated 
question leery language has its own chaiactenslic 
Urdu has many Aiabic and Persian words, if its senpt 
is changed minj of its words cannot be expressed ado 
quateh in the new script There aie some words with 
same sound and words with derivatives It is difficult 
to write them in a new senpt unltss that smpt is 
modified 

Q: Recently an Indo Pakistani mushava was held in 
Delhi where famous Pakistani Urdu poets were invited. 
Should such cultural exchanges be increased between 
the two countries? 

A : The cultural exchanges should be inn eased not 
on;> between India and Pakistan but among all the 
Hurd World countries so that people m these countries 
could know as well as learn other peoples’ culture, 
expressions and experiences 


Q: Does Asia have a common culture ? If not, 
should efforts be made towards this direction ? 

A ■ Asia does not have one culture Rather there 
are huncheds of cultures In India itself there are 
many different cultures Theie cannot be a single culture 
and theie should not be one culture It will become 
monotonous and stagnated rfforts should be made to 
help develop various cultures 

Q: Is tfiere any pressure on literary people In 
Pakistan under the present Martial Law Administration ? 

A • Please leave it aside 

Q: Was there any during the Bhutto regime? 

A . Leave this also 

Q: Has the Third World, though scattered geo¬ 
graphically, a common culture? 




A : Ye« The Third World ha:- a common culture 
—the cultuie of suffering Third World count!ies have 
a culture ot common problems, inherited Irom colonial¬ 
ists They all have experienced colonialism and economic 
exploitation and cultural neglect. 

Q: Should there he a Third World poet or for 
that matter a Third World writer, how will you define 
him ? What Bhould be his responsibilities and duties ? 

A: Any majm poet or writei living in a Third 
World country and writing in that country's language 
is a Third World poet or writei. There Is no need to 
Identify him His duty is to give expression to the feel¬ 
ings, sufferings and hopes of the people of these coun¬ 
tries The people in these countries have been suffering 
for long, being exploited economically, politically and 
culturally It is the duty of the Third World poet ot 
writer to portray these sufferings, encourage people to 
stand on their feet, and recognise then own culture. 

Q: Should a literary award on the lines of the 
Nobel Prise for literature be specifically instituted for 


ihe Third World countries? 

A: Tlieie is already a Hind Woiid hteiaiy av*ard 
though not well known It is the Lotus Award gum bv 
the Cano based Alio Asian Sobdauty (onleieme which 
is unaided altc i every Iwo yeais when the icinfiicncc* 
holds its stssoiu But it is not widely known 1 lit uIon, 
* Hot is should be made to make it much more popolui 
The iwaul should bi on the hills ot the Mobil l'u/< 
sponsmed by pi i\ ite m Itsiclii.il- m 1 1 lists Ilk. tin Mobi 
I emulation amt not by any (lOyimment 

<1. Though political imperialism is losing its hold, 
ruiturul impellahsm from tile West is spreading through 
out the Third World. What would you say about it ? 

A : l/p to a ceil mi extent it is true Became Thud 
Woiid icumtiiis huye s () t d | bet n busy in improving 
thin t commie conditions They hive been paying nioie 
attention to matenal well being Ilian to cultuie It is 
neiessaty that more and nioie attention should be paid 
m these count nes to cultuial enru lirnent thin making 
budges mads and dams though they am also necessaiy. 

Q: Should literary people make brst use of both 
the worlds ? I mean, writers and poets claim to be leftists 
and criticise imperialism but at the first opportunity 
they fly to the ll S A. 

A: Them is no harm in It iming titan different 
cultLius dilleieill couiltiies It eniulus one's experience. 

I itcratum is meant foi eveiybodv But as fn as mater 
u! pmspicts die concerned it depi mis upon -in Indivi 
dual win Hum lie i> a widir a poet m an oidiniiy man 

Q: Is the rise of Eurocommunism the death knell 
for Communism? 

A: I'lei st don’t ask political question* 

U '■ Should a wilier In a Socialist regime have the 
right of dissident to criticise the fundamentals of the 
system which has nurtured him to reach the present 
stage of eminence ? 

A : Them is no .ticIt thing a. fundamental fieedom 
lieedcmi is a iidatlve term It is always there within a 
fiamcwoik Hie question is whethei the fiamework Is 
doing good tor the common peciple 01 not It the tiame 
woik is win king smoothly it is doing good lor the people 
them is no need tor dissident 

Q: Should art be for the sake of art ? Or It should 
he used as an instrument by the State for bringing 
about desired changes in the society? 

A: There is nothing like art for ait’s sake An 
artist always works in an envnonineiit He in.iki s use of 
that environment whethei politiial, soual or cultural 
Art should he used for giving expiessions to the feelings 
of the peciple It should poi tray their sufleiings, aspira 
thins and ti v to find out solutions to these social piob 
Irros But the medium should be used by the ai ti»t— 
writer, poet 01 painter himself and not by the Slate 

Q : Has poetry any relevance In the piesentday 
fast moving acquisitive world ? 

A: Certainly it has relevance in the present day 
Wcu Id 

0: Is there a bas>c conflict between the idealist 
world of the poet and the practical world of the 
politician ? 

A: them is alwavs a conflict between the world 
of the poet and that of the politician They am working 
on two different platforms Pop; wants Ihe end of 
exploitation in the woiid In his woiid there will be no 
ineamihty No differentiation on the basis ot coloui sex 
or birth Politicians, though talking about Ihese ideals, 
make compromises The poet does not Themfore, 
theie will always be a conflict between their two woilds 
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A sufferer with and for others 


Union Industry Minister GEORGE 
FERNANDES recalls an audience with 
Pope Paul VI. This emotional piece was 
writte n on August 12 . _ 

T HIS evening I spent an hour and a quarter in the 
Cathedral Church of Redemption in New Delhi re 
presenting the Government of India at the solemn Re¬ 
quiem High Mass for Pope Paul VI. And now at mid¬ 
night, as I am scribbling these lines at my working desk. 
I have before me a picture that was taken in the pri¬ 
vate library of the Pope in the Vatican on October 9, 
1977 when I had a memorable audience with the Holy 
Father. It is one of the many pictures that were takeu 
during that audience and later sent to me. 

“Please come again'’, the Holy Father ha,d said as 
I turned to go out at the end of that audience. His 
hands outstretched, his sad eyes with their distant look 
conveying all over again the care and the concern that 


he felt for mankind, it seemed to me that even while 
bidding farewell, be was trying to draw you close to him. 

“Yes, I shall’’, I had responded; though the thought 
If I would see this man of God again had been nagging 
me often during the audience. 

1 had carried with me a letter to the Pope from the 
Prime Minister, Mr Morarji Desai. While reading the 
letter, he paused at the end of each paragraph, briefly 
commenting on the points that the Prime Minister had 
made. 

“Gandhiji’s India has so much to offer to the world. 
He was a man of peace and the world is in great need 
of peace”, he had said as he reminisced on his visit to 
India for the Eucharistic Congress in Bombay in 1964. 

“Indians are a great people. They have so many 
problems but they are so gitted”, he had commenced 
when I narrated to him the new thrust we had given 
to our development to quickly overcome the colossal 
poverty-and other problems besetting us. 


























“My prayers are with the people and with the lea¬ 
ders of India", he had said with a deep understanding 
of the gigantic tasks that faced our country. 

It was obvious- during the audience that India was 
one of the countries uppermost in the Pope’s thoughts, 
With a twinkle in those sad eyes he had said : “Fr. 
McGee, an Irish priest who is one of my private secre¬ 
taries keeps me fed with information on India. In fact 
he is in love with India and its culture”. A pause, a 
faint smile and then : “Most of the time he keeps 
speaking only about India”. 

He went on to emphasise the universality of the 
Churrh and said that an Indian priest. Mgr. Lourdu- 
swarny was now Director of the Office of the Propaga¬ 
tion of Faith in Rome, one of the most important 
ecclesiastical bodies of the Church. To the Pope, in 
Mgr. Lourduswamy it was India playing her part in 
carrying the message of Christ to the wide world. 


T HERE was a sparkle In his eyes when he referred 
to Mother Teresa with great warmth and said that 
she symbolised the Church’s involvement in caring tor 
the poor, for those in need of care. And there was a 
special mention of Cardinal Gracias of Bombay whom 
he called as “my good friend”. 

The npw role of the Church in the fast changing 
world figured during our talks. He mentioned the work 


the Church was doing to ameliorate the lot of the have- 
nots. 

“I have heard so much about you. Have we met 
before?” were the words with which the Pope had 
greeted me as 1 was ushered into his simple hut im¬ 
pressive private library. And towards the end of the 
audience, there were questions about my parents, my 
wife and aur son. 

I had taken with me a few rosaries to be blessed 
by him to present them to friends back home. He 
blessed them, but before doing that, took out a beauti¬ 
ful rosary; from his drawer, blessed it and asked me to 
present it to my mother. Then there was a medal 
struck to commemorate the fourteenth year of his 
Pontificate which he offered me along with a book. 
The Vatican and Christian Rome 

"It was a lovely audience” remarked the American 
Priest who had acted as the interpreter during our 
meeting as he escorted me to door of the outer ball. I 
nodded and whispered a thank you when I realised that 
my eyes were moist with tears. The meeting with the 
Pope had been a great spiritual experience. I bad felt 
something getting completely drained out of me and a 
recharging of the spirit—the Holy Spirit. 

Hopefully, some dav, I shall again go to the Vatican, 
and there will be another Pope to meet. But I shall 
always carry with me memories of a meeting with a man 
of God which I shall never forget. 


funeral vn 


Attendants set up wooden barriers and chairs in Rome’s St. Peter’s Square for Pope Paul's outdoor 
August 12. St. Peter’s Basilica vs in the background and the Apostolic Palace at right. 












A cricketer par excellence 


SUNDER RAJAN remembers 
Vinoo Mankad, India's great¬ 
est all-round cricketer, who 
died in a Bombay hospital 
on August 21. 


TLTINOO MANKAD’s greatness as a 
V cricketer must be assessed not 
by what he achieved but by what he 
could have if the circumstances and 
conditions had been slightly more 
favourable to him. 

To start with, Mankad made his 
Ranji debut for Western India 
States in 1935-36 and had establish¬ 
ed himself as a member of the 
Indian team when he played in 
four unofficial Tests against Lord 
Tennyson’s team in 1937-38, He was 
barely 20 then. Yet, his Test debut 
did not come about till the tour of 
England in 1946. Due to the Second 
EWorld War, Mankad could play no 
•International cricket for nine years in 
the prime of his life. 

Under such circumstances, most 
cricketers would have gone rusty 
and disillusioned and simply faded 
away. Not so Mankad. He domina¬ 
ted the scene for 12 years from 
1946 to 1958-59. As if to make up 
for lost time, he completed the 
"double" of 1,000 runs and 100 
wickets in just 23 Tests, still the 
fastest. In 44 Tests, he scored 2,109 
I runs at an average of 31.47 and 
' took 182 wickets for 5,235 runs. 

Prodigious though his feats are, 
one cannot help wondering how 
much more Mankad would have 
achieved had he been born some 30 
years later. Certainly, he would 
nave played in more Tests and 
doubled his tally of runs and 
wickets. Cricketers these days are 
playing some ten Tests a year and 
earning around Rs. one lakh per 
i annum. 

Because of the seriousness with 
swhich he took his cricket and his 
[industry at the nets, qualities instill¬ 
ed in him by his mentors, S.H.M. 
Colah, Wensley and Duleepsinhji, 
Mankad could bowl for hours on 
end in a match, with or without 
rewards, and exhibiting the same 
cunning and unflagging accuracy 
towards the end of a tiring day as 
at the start. And he would think 
nothing of opening the innings 
after a long stint with the ball. 

m ANKAD was perhaps greater as 
a bowler than as a batsman. 
What a sheer delight It was to 



watch his portly figure amble up to 
the wicket and release the ball with 
supreme ease and grace! What 
mysteries his innocuous-looking deli¬ 
very unfolded in the air and off the 
pitch i He was the absolute master 
of all the subtleties and nuances of 
his art. He had begun as a medium- 
pacer and it was Wensley who 
turned him into a spinner and 
taught him the secrets of flights and 
the variations of pace and spin. 

Though his variations were infi¬ 
nite and his control was remarkable, 
Mankad relied largely on his flight 
to contain and overthrow the bats¬ 
man, This was because he mostly 
had to bowl on wickets that offered 
him little help. Yet he knew exact¬ 
ly where a batsman would play the 
ball and would scamper in that 
direction immediately after complet¬ 
ing his delivery. He was a great 
fielder off his own bowling. 

Mankad twice took over 10 

wickets in a Test match and twice 
claimed over 25 wickets in a series. 
He was the architect of our first- 
ever Test triumph—against England 
at Madras in 1951-52—with 8 for 55 
in the first innings and 4 for 53 in 
the second. First with Ghulam 
Ahmed and then with Subhash 

Gupte, he formed a formidable 

team. His 34 wickets in the 1951-52 
series and his aggregate of 162 
wickets were records that were only 
recently surpassed by India’s pre¬ 
sent-day spinners. 

Perhaps because he had to carry 
the burden of the attack, Mankad 

could not do full justice to his 
talents as a batsman. In the first 
innings of fifth Test against West 
Indies in 1953, for instance, he sent 
down 83 overs. Nevertheless, the 
fact that two of his fivs centuries 
were scored against the fury of 
Lindwall and Miller and a third 
against Trueman and Bedser should 


suffice to indicate his class. He has 
the distinction of having batted in 
all the positions from number one 
to eleven, though invariably he 
had to shoulder the extra burden 
of opening the innings with most 
others notoriously vulnerable 
against pace. 

The foundations of his batting 
were laid by Duleepsinhji and 
Mankad was at ease against both 
pace and spin. For that matter, 
nothing ever seemed to ruffle Man¬ 
kad. As a batsman, he believed 
In attack. Though he was no great 
hooker, the bouncer held few 
terrors for him. He successfully 
employed the glide' and the sweep 
but his specialities were the late cut 
and the lofted drive. 

M ANKAD’S opening stand of 4 IS 
with Pankaj Roy in the fifth 
Test at Madras is still a world re¬ 
cord and his score of 231 in that 
innings is still the highest by an 
Indian in a Test. 1 had the good 
fortune of watching these records 
being set up. Expectation was 
followed by fulfilment and finally it 
became a bore. How long could 
one keep watching the same bats¬ 
men ? Nevertheless, the innings 
showed that MankRd had a healthy 
appetite for runs. He had made 223 
in the second Test at Bombay. He 
is thus the first and only Indian to 
have scored two double centuries in 
a series, a feat performed by only 
two others, Hammond and Bradman. 

No account of Mankad will be 
complete without a mention of his 
exploits in the Lord’s Test in 1952 
when he scored 72 and 184 and 
took five wickets, besides. The de¬ 
tails are too well known to be re¬ 
counted here. Suffice it to say that 
there can be no higher tribute to 
his prowess than the accolade, 
“Mankad’s Test”. No cricketer has 
earned such high praise. 

Once his active days were over, 
Mankad continued to make a contri¬ 
bution to the game as a coach at 
the L. R. Tairsee nets, of P. J. 
Hindu Gymkhana. Several of Bom¬ 
bay's present-day players like Sol- 
kar, Snivalkar, Parkar, Rege and 
Sharad Hazare are his products. As 
a coach he was demanding. His 
sons were no different to him than 
the other trainees. At' the same 
time, he readily passed on all that 
he knew and had learnt. Almost 
till the end, cricket remained the 
magnificent obsession of Mulwan- 
trai Himmatlal Mankad, one of the 
greatest all-rounders the game has 
known. 
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Luke and Solo find Leia. Ben Kenobi manages to 
demobilise the tractor beam and, clashes with his old 
enemy, Vader, in a fight to death. After a perilous 
cat-and-mouse game aboard Death Star, the rebel 
team manage to escape into Solo's ship, and take 
off. But the danger is not over yet. The Empire's 
battle station has to Ije destroyed. Artoo locates a 
weakness on it, and Luke and Solo strike—with 
success. 


T HE formations moved towards 
Death Star and as they did they 
unfolded their wings turning them 
into X-shaped planes. "We’re pass¬ 
ing through their magnetic field,” 
said the pilot leader. “Hold tight.” 

In his plane, Luke looked at his 
controls. 

"Switch on your deflectors” said 
the pilot leader. “Double front.” 

“Look at the size of that thing,” 
gasped one pilot. 

“Cut the chatter, Red Two,” said 
the pilot leader. “Accelerate to attack 
•peed. This is it, boys!” 

Another voice was heard. “Red 
Leader, this is Gold Leader.” 

“I copy. Gold Leader," replied Red 
leader. ‘We’re starting for the tar¬ 
get shaft now...we’re in position. I’m 
gonna cut across the axis and try 
and draw their fire." 

The fighters peeled down through 
the heavens towards the Death Star. 
Aboard Death Star alarms rang, 
warning lights flashed and soldiers 
scrambled to their posts. Soon large 
i turbo-powered laser guns were rota¬ 
ting ominously into position. The 
power terminal of Death Star aimed 
the laser guns at the fighters as they 
approached. 
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In the war room at Masassi outpost 
Leia and Thrcepio followed what 
was happening on the wall chart and 
computer display system. 

“Heavy fire, boss,” came a voice. 
“Twenty-three degrees.” 

“I see it,” said Red Leader. “Stay 
low.” 

“I’m going in, Red Five,” said 
Luke aad he swooped towards Death 
Star firing laserbolts furiously. 

“Luke ..pull out,” shouted a voice 
over the speaker. Large explosions 
seemed to surround his plane. “Are 
you all right’” 

“I got a little cooked,” ieported 
Luke. “But I’m okay.” 

Meanwhile all those aboard Death 
Star seemed supremely confident that 
nothing could happen to them. “We 
count thirty rebel ships,” an aide 
reported to Vader. “But they’re so 
small they’re evading our turbo- 
lasers.” 

’‘We’ll have to destroy them ship 
to ship,” said Vader calmly. “Get 
the crew to their fighters.” Out in 
space the rebels’ planes kept coming 
in towards the giant Death Star. 

“Watch yourself," warned Red 
Leader. “There’s a lot of fire com¬ 


ing from the right aide of that de¬ 
flection tower.’* 

“I’m going in.” shouted another 
pilot. “Cover me, Parkins.” 

“I’m right wfth you," came the' 
reply. 

The projected screen aboard Death 
Star gave out more information. 

“The rebel base will be in firing; 
range in seven minutes,” said a voice. 

Not to be outdone, the war room’s 
computer at Masassi Outpost also 
came forth with information. 

“Squad leaders," announced the 
control officer, “We’ve picked up a 
new group of signals. Enemy fighters 
coming your way.” 

“My scope’s negative—I don’t see 
anything,” said Luke. 

“Pick up your visual scanning,” 
ordered the Pilot Leader. “Here, they 
•come! Watch it. You’ve got one on 
your tail.” Frantically, the planes 
skidded around in space trying to 
avoid being hit. 

“He’s on me tight,” yelled a man 
in fear. "1 can’t shake him!” 

“I’ll be right there," said Luke. 
And, good as his word, he went to 
the rescue of his friend. 

The valiant effort, however, got 
him into trouble for soon his plane 
was hit “It’s not too bad,” he told 
another pilot who came to his aid. 

“Red Leader," said Gold Leader, 
“we’re starting our attack iun.’’ 

“I copy. Gold Leader.” came the 
reply. “Move into position. Switch 
all power to front deflector screens! 
How many guns do you think, Gold 
Five?” At Masassi Outpost a quick 
calculation was made by technicians. 

“I’d say about twenty guns,” said 
Gold Five. “Some on the surface, 
some on the towers. Death Star will 
be in range in five minutes.” 

!a space, fighter ships skimmed the 
canyon walls firing laser fire. Three 
Imperial ships in formation dived 
towards Death Star, fighting to pro¬ 
tect it. 


“Stay on target,” shouted Gold 
Five. 

“We’re too dose!” exclaimed Red 
Leader. 

“Stay on target!” repeated Gold 
Five. 

Aboard Death Star much was 
happening. 

“We’ve analysed-their attack,” an 
officer told Tarkin. “There Is a dan¬ 
ger. Should 1 have your ship stand¬ 
ing by?” 








"Evacuate?” said Tarkin, amazed 
at the suggestion "In our moment of 
triumph. I think you overestimate 
their chances.” 

“Rebel base three minutes and 
dosing,” the speaker told him. 

At the same time, Red Leader was 
preparing for an attack "This is itl” 
he exdaimed “Keep your eyes open 
for those fighters ” 

"No sign of any yet,” said Luke. 
"Wait. Coming in point three five " 

“I see them,” said Red Ten 

"I’m m range,” announced Red 
Leader excitedly “Targets coming 
up'" 

He consulted his computer target 
mg device Ahead lay the trench. 
“Just hold them off for a few Se¬ 
conds,” he implored “Almost there'” 

Now Red Leader was lining up the 
target in the cross hairs of his tar 
getmg device. 

"You’d better let her loose,” shou¬ 
ted Red Tea "They’re right behind 
me!” 

"Almost there'” yelled Red Lea¬ 
der 

“I can’t hold them!” screeched 
Red Ten. 

And then Red Ten's ship was hit. 
First it burst into flames and then 
exploded into a million pieces. As 
the ’plane exploded, Red Leader 
desperately consulted his computer 
targeting device. His hands were 


on the conti ol stick. He pressed 
the button and the laser fire shot 
forward. At first they thought they 
had got a hit But then Red Lea¬ 
der’s voice was heard. “Negative," 
he announced m dismay. “It didn’t 
go in' It just impacted on the sur 
face ” Bitter disappointment struck 
all the rebel forces as they heard 
the news 

“Red Leadei, we’re right above 
you,” said Luke “Turn to point 0- 
five, we’ll covei you ” 

“1 just lost my starboard engine,” 
Mid Red Leader “Get set up for 
your attack run ” 

“Rebel Base one minute and clo¬ 
sing,” came the news aboard Death 
Star 

Luke took a deep breath. “Biggs, 
Wedge, let’s close it," Luke said to 
his men. “We’re goin’ in. We’re goin’ 
in full throttle—that oughta keep 
those fighters off our hack." 

“I uke, at that speed will you be 
able to pull out in time 9 ” asked 
Biggs. 

"It’ll be just like Beggars Canyon 
back home, replied Luke. 

“We’ll stay back far enough to 
cover you,” said Biggs. 

“My scope shows the tower, but I 
can’t see tne exhaust port,” shouted 
Wedge. “Are you sure the computer 
can hit it?” 

“Watch yourself,” said Luke as he 
took his plane in. "Increase speed 
full throttle You worry about those 
fighters—I’ll worry about the tower.” 


Sweat broke out on Luke’s brow as 
he went in closer. Lasers flashed 
around him. 

“Fighters coming in point three,” 
came Wedge’s voice Then- “I’m hit. 
I can’t stay with you.” 

"Get back,” ordered Luke. "You 
can’t do any more good back there." 

"Sorry!" said Wedge. 

Meanwhile, Vader was giving in¬ 
structions from his fighter. He saw 
Wedge’s plane move away. 

“Let him go,” he instructed. “Stay 
on the Leader.” 

Biggs could see what was happen¬ 
ing. 

"Hurry, Luke,” he warned. 
“They're coming in much faster this 
time I can’t hold them." 

A few seconds later he too was hit, 
his plane exploding around him. 

By now the rebel base was only 
thirty seconds away from Death Star. 
Luke looked desperately at his tar- 

f etmg device. He had to maxe a hitl 
teadlly he made adjustments trying 
not to panic as he did so. Finally 
the targeting device lines crossed in 
the centre as the plane sped in on 
its target. 

It was at this point that Luke 
heard Ben’s voice quite distinctly. 

"Use the Force, Luke," it said. 
"Let’s go, Luke.” 

In his plane, Vader was getting a 
reaction on to the strange powers. 
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‘‘The Force is strong with this 
one," he gasped. 

"Trust me,” Ben’s voice told Luke 
and Luke's hand moved on the con¬ 
trol panel and he pushed the button. 

In the war room at Masassi Out¬ 
post they could not understand what 
was happening. 

"His computer's off,” said the con¬ 
troller. ‘‘Luke, you switched off your 
targeting computer. What’s wrong?" 

“Nothing,” said Luke calmly. “I’m 
all right.” At terrific speed Luke’s 
plane thrashed along with the trench 
of Death Star. 

“Rebel base in range,” said the 
voice aboard Death Star 

“You may fire when ready," said 
Tarkin. 

“Commence primary ignition,” came 
the voice over the speaker. 

The officer at the control panel 
began pushing buttons on the board. 
In Vader’s cockpit the computer 
moved around on the panel. 

“I have you,” said Vader “...now.” 

But Vader did not allow for Solo to 
come In on the act. As he prepared 
to stop the attack, Solo, in his pirate 
star snip went to Luke’s aid. Two 
Imperial fighters exploded and Va¬ 
der’s ship spun out of control as it 
was hit. 

“You’re all clear, kid—now let’s 
blow this thing and go home," shou¬ 
ted Solo cheerfully. 


Luke couldn’t believe that Solo 
had, after all, decided to join them. 
What is more he had saved the day 
Now it was up to him. As he sped 
along the trench he remembered 
Ben's words "Trust me.” Now he 
fired torpedoes into the exhaust port 
of the Death Star. There was a giant 
explosion and fire immediately broke 
out in the port. In the Death Star 
control room soldiers at the com¬ 
puter control were pushing levers 
and buttons. But they were too 
late .. 

With a galaxy of stars to witness 
it, Death Star exploded with a force 
unlike any that had been known 
And again Luke heard Ben’s voice 
“Remember, the Force will be with 
you...always.” 

Down at the Masassi Outpost there 
was much laughing, applauding and 
cheering. “Great shot, kid,” said Solo. 
‘‘Ope in a million." 

Once they had returned to the 
Outpost, Luke and Solo hugged each 
other. “I knew you’d come back,’’ 
laughed Luke. “1 just knew it." 

"Well,” grinned Solo, “I wasn’t 
gonna let you get all the credit and 
take ail the reward ” 


But as the two men laughed a sad 
scene in front of them pulled them 
up with a start. 

During the battling, Artoo-Detoo 
had been hit and now he was being 
gently lowered to the ground, badly 


battered. “Oh, my,” said Threepio 
in great distress. “Artoo! Can you 
hear me? Say something. You can re¬ 
pair him, can’t you’” 

"We’ll get to work on him right 
away," promised a technician. 

“You must repair him,” pleaded 
Threepio. “Sir, if any of my circuits 
or gears will help, I’ll gladly donate 
them." 

“He’ll be all right,” Luke assured 
him. 

In the main throne room of Prin¬ 
cess Leia’s temple, everyone gathered 
to honour their heroes. On a large 
stage at one end stood the Princess. 
At the far end, the giant doors 
opened and Solo followed by Luke 
and Chewbacca were ushered Prin¬ 
cess Leia beamed at them as they 
walked towards her down the centre 
aisle of the room, passing hundieds 
of troops on either side. 

Slowly, the three of them moun¬ 
ted the stairs which led up to the 
stage where Leia and other digni¬ 
taries waited. Luke and Solo smiled 
at Leia. 

Three gold medallions were han¬ 
ded to Leia and, as each man and 
Chewbacca, lowered their heads, one 
was placed around each neck. Then 
all three bowed to the Princess, 

At the back of the huge hall, 
Threepio and a repaired Ai too-Detoo 
watched happily. Indeed, AitooDetoo 
was beeping merrily away. 

Concluded 
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KHAAS BAAT 


Z AHIRRA has got a new craze — 
wearing sans. Of course there 
is nothing wrong with ’the Indian 
attire, but if that's what the lady 
had wanted, she ought to have 
thought a hundred times before cut- 
tine her hair in that new Western 
style and learning to do the mod 
“in” make-up. The saris and the 
mop cut just don’t go together. It’s 
not easy to merge the East and the 
West, unless of course, you happen 
to be Manoj Kumar (remember 
Purab aur Paschim ?). 

N EE TV SINGH is singing sad 
songs these days and it’s quite 
easy to feel sorry for her. Rishi 
Kapoor is slowly but surely turning 
careless and callous in bis affections 
towards her. Could it be because 
he is now more occupied with his 
new heroines (.Tina and Nafisa) and 
less dependent on his old favourite? 
I can’t figure out Rishi. Earlier, 
that is when he had just started do¬ 
ing films with Una. he would go 
out of his way to be nicer than 
before towards Neetu so that she 
should not be jealous of Tina. But 
seeing Neetu and Rishi at the 
Shamiana the other night, and see¬ 
ing the bored look Rishi had the 
whole evening while Neetu kept 
tearfully pleading -Jo him about 
something (he wasn’t even bother¬ 
ing to listen). 1 almost went up to 
offer her condolences. What is that 
they say about nothing being deader 
than a dead love ? 



D OES Suratya want to come back 
into films. She vehemently 
denies any such intention, but then 
how else ran one explain her beha¬ 
viour ? She goes to every filmland 
party she is invited to, dressed like 
Mother Christmas and her head-to- 
toc make-up is a sight for sore eyes. 
1 was at a party the other night 
where 1 overheard two older actres 
ses (Incidentally, both are supposed 
to be Suraiya’s “friends”) discussing 
the ex-singing star. Said one to the 
other, “Don’t tell me that at this 
stage and age she is role-hunting”. 
The other replied, “No no, she is 
only husband hunting 1” 

R EENA ROY’s brother is trying 
his utmost to become part of 
Hie show biz world. Considering he 
is a nothing and a nobody and has 
not done a minute’s work in life, he 
is not really entitled to it. But he 
doesn’t mind trying to steal a bit 
of the limelight directed at his sis¬ 
ter. He goes around introducing 
himself as “Raja, Reena Roy’s bra 
ther.” He has bought himself a 
wardrobe full of foreign clothes 
which are two shades worse than 
the usual gaudy fllmf styles. He al¬ 
so tries to coax journalists to men¬ 
tion him here and there in the gov 
sm columns, rule, alt’s fair hi love 
and publicity. But, if Raja really 


wants to become a pait of the gla¬ 
mour world, doesn’t he realise that 
the first thing he ought to do is to 
have a face transplant. After all 
nobody, and especially not the rea¬ 
ders, relishes looking at a daku-like 
face ! 

F EROZ KHAN is fairly cheesed off 
at the amount of publicity his 
brother Sanjay and Abdullah (San- 
Jay’s film) are getting. Not that 
Feroz shows his resentment openly 
(he has got too much class for that) 
but the jealousy comes out in a few 
choice sentences here and there. 
■When I tried to explain to Feroz 
that Sanjay was getting all the pub¬ 
licity because of Zeenat Aman, 
mainly, Feroz pouted and said, “Aw, 
she’s the heroine of Qurbant 
(Feroz’s film) too.” The big differ¬ 
ence being that Sanjay has man¬ 
aged to make Zeenat his personal 
life heroine too 1 


him, a chair was instantly brought 
up and every wish of his was trea¬ 
ted like a command But, after his 
films flopped and the audiences 
passed the verdict against him, 

Uttam gets as much attention now¬ 

adays as poor Biswajeet does. At 
least, in a way, Uttam is better off 
than Biswajeet. For, after the luke¬ 
warm attitude of the Bombaywal- 
lahs, Uttam can a| least get an ego- 
revival in Calcutta, where he is 

literally worshipped by his fans. 

Biswajeet has not even that! 


r PHEY nsed to call Zeenat Aman 
-1 ambitious But she isn’t a patch 
on Tmn Munim This young actress 
has hardlv made the grade in Hindi 
films, and it seems she has zipped 
off abroad to ‘discuss’ important 
ventures in Hollywood films. She 
literally wants the whole world (and 
nothing less !) at her feet! 


F I the Bombay film industry, de¬ 
pending on the current value of 
a particular person, the wind keeps 
changing directions. Maybe Uttam 
Kumar did not know this and that 
is why he is feeling hurt and puz¬ 
zled at the lack of interest display¬ 
ed towards him now. Earlier, if he 
went to a party or dropped In on 
any sets, toe way was cleared for 


A ND the khaas observation of the 
week is about Shashi Kapoor. 
When a star who has never bother¬ 
ed about publicity tells his secretary 
to look around for a good publicist 
and photographer -to be added to bis 
staff, doesn't it mean he’s scared of 
something? Could it be failure? 

SHIRJEE 
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DELHI DIARY 


A CHEEKY DIPLOMAT 


THE LINGERING JANATA 
crisis has spawned many a joke. 
The other day a Minister was 
heard saying that they were 
waiting for “Formula Number 44" 
to tesolve the Charan-Desai tiff. 

But the continuing infighting 
and resulting doubts about the 
stability of the Desai Government 
have encouraged many foreign 
diplomats to shed their manners. 
At the ESCAP meeting in Delhi’s 
Vigyan Bhawan, a West Asian 
diplobiat went up to the Union 
Commerce Minister, Mohan Dha- 
ria, and said : “I have been asked 
to send a report to my Govern¬ 
ment on the Janata warfare. In 
the last two days, I have written 
and torn five drafts. It is peace 
now, it is war tomorrow. Why 
dont you tell me what to write? 

Mohan Dharia, instead of 
showing the cheeky delegate his 
right place, grinned from ear to 


A MINISTER'S SON'S 

ANNOYANCE 

--— A - ,t 

ONE UNION CABINET Minist¬ 
er’s son is a gay fellow, who 
like all Ministers’ sons has got a 
bit too big for his shoes. The 
other day he threw out the driver 
of the Minister’s car because the 
latter would not part with the 
car keys. The driver was willing 
to drive the Minister’s son where¬ 
ver he wanted to go but the 
chhota sahab was not satisfied. 
He wanted to drive himself. 

The driver wouldn’t let anyone 
use the car which had been en¬ 
trusted to him by the Ministry. 
The chhota sahab got wild, kick¬ 
ed the driver out and wanted him 
dismissed. Fortunately the ser¬ 
vice rules are such that Class IV 
Government employees have job 
security. The Minister’s son had 
to remain content with merely 
getting the driver transferred. 

Incidentally the Minister in 
question has only one car at his 
beck and call One car is used 
by the Minister’s family, another 
by him, and the third is with hla 
friend. 

MADHU'S DILEMMA 


the UP Chief Minister. Danda- 
wate hurriedly finished his 
official work because he was Invi¬ 
ted to a lunch by Mr. Ramnarcsh 
Yadav. After a long wait, Madhu 
was approached by a deputy sec¬ 
retary of the UP Government, who 
was to escort the Railway Minister 
to the Chief Minister’s residence. 
But he told Dandawate that the 
Chief Minister was away in Oba- 
ra, therefore, Ram Singh, the UP 
Home Minister, would be the 
host. Ram Singh was informed 
at 12 noon on the same day that 
he would be receiving the Union 
Cabinet Minister on the CM’s be 
half. But however, neither the 
host nor the guest reached 5, 
Kalidas Marg at the appointed 
hour. All arrangements for the 
luncheon were complete, even the 
food was laid out—who footed 
the bill? The poor taxpayer, 
of course. 

CANT REAd7sO 
CANT ACCEPT _ 

THE LANGUAGE CONTROVER¬ 
SY has gone too far. Instead of 
discussing poverty, crimes, and 
their loss of credibility among 
the masses, leaders are engrossed 
in the language debate. For 
many of tnem to denounce Hindi 


has become a iashion V. Gopal 
Swamv, MP, is an example. He 
cannot understand the contents 
of a letter written in English if 
the addiess on the envelope is 
written in Hindi He i*. reported 
to have told the Lok Sabha re¬ 
cently. “My beloved brother Mr. 
Lakshmanan has teceived another 
letter He is a DMK member of 
this House. His address is also 
written in Hindi ’’ Perhaps he 
forgot that the addresses were 
written in Hindi for the conveni¬ 
ence of the Delhi postman. 

HOME’MINISTER 
DESAI_ 

CHARAN SINGH as a Horn* 
Minister was a total flop The PM 
as the Home Minister is becoming 
brutal. That the police are being 
misused in Delhi is testimony 
to this. There is no improvement 
in the law and order situation Just 
to create an atmosphere of fear, 
poor scooter wallahs are searched 
at the late night, couples com¬ 
ing from cinenu halls after night 
shows are interrogated on the 
roads in a vulgar manner, but the 
trouble makers are still scotfree. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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ON AUGUST 4 MADHU DANDA¬ 
WATE, the Railway Minister, was 
waiting for a call from 6, Kalidas 
Marg, Lucknow, the residence of 
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Pathetic condition of 
Delhi hospitals _ 

Death stalks the corridors 


ERE was nothing seriously 
wrong with 14-year-old Moham¬ 
med Aslant. He had suffered com¬ 
pound fractures in Rohtak and gone 
to Rohtak Medical College only to 
find the doctors there had gone on 
strike. In desperate pain, Moham¬ 
med rushed to Safdarjung Hospital 
in New Delhi. He was admitted on 
July 2, 1978 with compound frac¬ 
tures. There was nothing else- 
wrong with him. On July 5, another 
patient suffering from fractures, this 
time an old woman, was admitted to 
the hospital. Two days later an¬ 
other similar patient was received. 
Within a fortnight all three were 
dead. 


flies, cockroaches and mosquitoes 
rummaging and crawling inside. 
These Dins are emptied out once in 
24 hours and the stinking garbage 
Is collected right in the middle of 
the hospital compound from where 
It is thrown just outside the hospi¬ 
tal wall. Here crows compete with 
ragpickers to salvage what they can 
of the hospital ret use. The garbage 
Is not cleared till the municipal 
truck comes which is often three to 
four days li ter. According to medi¬ 
cal regulations, however, all hospi¬ 
tal refuse should be coflected irf 
polythene bags and the garbage 
should be put in Incinerators and 
burnr. 



They all died in the same agonis¬ 
ing way. First the facial muscle* 
started twitching, then the jaws 
were struck with paralysis so that, 
the patient could not speak, and 
finally the whole body bent like a 
how repeatedly in violent spasms ui 
pain. It was only in the last stages 
of their agony that the Safdarjung 
Hospital authorities realised that 
Mohammed Aslam and the two 
others were dying of tetanus infec¬ 
tion. 

After two other similar deaths 
in different wards in the hospital, 
the authorities called an emergency 
meeting and event patient was 
given an anti-tetanus shot, as well 
as long acting penicillin serums. 
There was sudden concern by the; 
authorities with hospital hygiene 
and all wards were religiously fumi¬ 
gated and the bed linen assiduously 
changed every day. The local news¬ 
papers gave the live tetanus deaths 
some prominence for a few days but 
■after two weeks the hue a'nd cry 
died down and Safdarjung Hospital 
went back to its usual ways. 

The usual ways of the hospital are 
terrifying if not incredible consider¬ 
ing that Safdarjung is considered to 
be one of the top hospitals in the 
capital. Dirty and inadequate equip¬ 
ment, garbage strewn all over, apa¬ 
thetic doctors and resentful nurses 
are daily features of the hospital. 

rT*HF. garbage disposal system of 
* the hospital is unique. There 
are a few garbage bins—none with 
any top lid. In these are thrown 
soiled dressings, bandage peels and 
leftover eatables. Here one can find 
a fascinating variety of rats, cats, 
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As unique is the way the hospital 
linen is dried—right out on the open 
road after washing. The road is a 
busy thoroughfare with a lot of 
vehicular traffic and flying dust. 
According to medical experts, the 
dust contains ‘Spor forming Baillie' 
or tetanus germs. The hospital has 
two laundry machines with driers 
but they are woefully inadequate for 
the thousands of bedsheets and 
other linen which have to be washed 
every day. 

Another source of infection is the 
hospital clinical laboratory which 
Is situated at the main entrance of 
the hospital through which everyone 
including the out patients pass. It 
is quite normal for patients to 
throw away rejected samples of 
urine, stool or sputum right outside 
the laboratory. There is no proper 
dustbin nearby. 

Even more dangerous is the 
equipment used by ourses and doc¬ 
tors in the . hospital. The Central 
Sterilising Supply Department, which 
is supposed to sterilise and disinfect 
all the equipment for operation 
theatres in the capital, lies in a 
mess. The department has no quali¬ 
fied technical staff to check whether 
the equipment is being properly 
sterilised. In fact even the non¬ 
technical staff is inadequate. The 
department has also no proper 
steaming facilities which is essential 
for sterilisation. As a result, sup¬ 
posedly sterilised gauze, trays, need¬ 
les and other hospital equipment 
are quite frequently dirty. “We 
have often complained to the 
authorities about blood and pus ou 
the needles and sterilised trays but 
no action has been taken so far", 
said a Safdarjung Hospital nurse. 


O NE of the major reasons for the 
tremendous mismanagement of 
hospitals in the capita! in general 
and Safdarjung Hospital in parti¬ 
cular is the communication gap bet¬ 
ween the authorities and the nurses 
who are actually responsible for the 
day to day hygiene of the hospital. 
“We are not consulted on any deci¬ 
sion about the hospital, nor are we 
represented at any of the hospital 
meetings" complained nurses of the 
Safdarjung Hospital. There are 60t> 
nurses in the hospital headed by a 
Nursing Superintendant but there is 
very little co-ordination either 
among themselves or with the doc¬ 
tors. “We have had to forget alt 
the hygiene rules and regulations 
we learnt in nursing school", said an 
Irate nurse. For example, the pres¬ 
cribed procedure when a patient is 
discharged is to disinfect nis pillow 
and mattress, carbolise the bed, and 
change the bed linen. "What we 
actually do Is to tumble one patient 
out of the bed and get another on 
the same bed. We have no time to 
even change the bed sheet”, said a 
senior nurse of the Safdarjung 
Hospital. 

Overcrowding has made the situa¬ 
tion even worse. The hospital has 
a bed strength of 1,200 but actually 
has to house at least 400 patients 
more. The Emergency Ward for in¬ 
stance has 20 beds but very rarely 
are there less than 100 patients in 
the ward. “Add to this about 10 
relations and friends per patient 
and just imagine what a mess the 
hospital is” a nurse said. 

The Tetanus Ward is situated in 
the centre of the H Block attached 
with the Cancer Surgery Ward which 
is the most noisy and crowded cor¬ 
ridor in the hospital. “A tetanus 
patient is required to be isolated in 
a quiet and dark room. Not only is 
there no isolation, the doctors at¬ 
tending tetanus cases go out in the 
same clothes and attend patients in 
other surgical wards. 

No wonder that the rate of 
deaths from tetanus infection in the 
hospital is 90 per cent allhough 
the hospital authorities claim that 
it is not more than 50 per cent “1 
have seen at least 10,000 tetanus 
deaths in my 2fryearold career” 
said a veteran nurse. 

OAFDAKJUNG is not the only hos- 
O pital in the capital to be affected 
by hospital infections. Just across 
the road in the even more presti¬ 
gious All India Institute of Medical 
Science, there was panic among doc¬ 
tors in July, with the death of Dr 
Lodha, a 35-yejr-old neurosurgeon 
from serum hepatitis—a virus con¬ 
veyed through contaminated blood. 
Within a few days a scniur uurso 
also died of the same virus while 
three doctors and two workers of 
the Blood Bank have been reported 
infected with the same disease in 
the last three months. The disease 
according to doctors was caused by 
infected surgical needles. While the 
AUMS Medical Superintendant Dr 




Sataia tried to hrst hush up the in 
odent and then blamed it on the 
carelessness of the nurses, the latter 
accused the hospital authorities ot 
not supplying enough syringes 

According to a study made by 
microbiologists, the incidence of 
hospital infection varied from 10 to 
as nigh as 32 per cent. A study in 
Safdarjung Hospital showed that 22 
per cent ot wounds got infected 
while it was 8.5 per cent in the 
A1IMS Another study of the Saf 
darjung Hospital showed that one- 
thfrd of the doctors and hospital 
staff earned Infection germs Most 
ot the staff examined ware those 
working m high risk areas such as 
burns and plastic surgery depart 
ment, gynaecology department and 
labour rooms, nurseries, kitchen and 
operation theatre surgical blocks 
Halt of the patients admitted to 


J UST before he completed his term 
of office here on August 2. the 
Indian High Commissioner, Mr V. 
Siddharthacharry, was summoned by 
the Permanent Secretary of the Sin- 
gapoie Foreign Mimstiy and inform¬ 
ed about the misbehaviour of some 
Health Ministers of Indian States 
with the Singapore Health Mims 
try and Family Planning Board’s 
women officials who escorted them 
during then visit here I he Smga 
pore official read out to the Indian 
envoy portions of an official letter of 
complaint received by the Foreign 
Ministiy fiom the Health Ministry 
on the behaviour of the members of 
the Indian delegation The letter ex¬ 
pressed shock over the action ot two 
delegates who had tried to physi 
cally handle and molest their offi 
cial escorts. 

The 28-member delegation from 
India, led by the Union Minister of 
State for Health and Family Welfare 
Mr Jagdombi Prasad Yadav mclu 
ded .14 ministers ot Health and 
Family Welfare from States and 
Members of Parliament They were 
brought on a tour of Thailand, South 
Korea Hong Kong, Indonesia and 
Singapore to study the pi ogress 
made by these countncs in papula 
tion control and exchange views 
with persons who tan progiamnios 
W this field, by the UN Fund Foi 
Population Activities (UNTPA) 
Singapore was their last poit of 
'all and according to the com¬ 
plaint of the Health Ministry 
the incidents of handling its women 
officials occurred on June 23 

Singapore now is full of gossip 
about these* incidents, lire gossip is 
unkind to some members of the di It 


KaJiavati Saran Children’s Hospital 
suffered from Infection at any given 
time and in Safdarjung the cause 
of the death of 35 per cent of in¬ 
fants is Infection 

Three years ago, the then Union 
Health Minister, Dr Karan Singh 
had admitted in the Parliament that 
hygienic conditi ns m hospitals of 
Delhi were deplorable Dr Karan 
Singh had said it in the context ol 
the death ot 43 babies from infec¬ 
tion within a few weeks in Saldai 
jung Hospital and AT1MS Subse 
ouentlv a reoort on hospital mtec 
tions prepared by four top medical 
researchers had noted no it'gulai 
mechanism for niomfiorlng hosinlul 
infections exists in any of the Delhi 
hospitals" The situation is woi se 
today 

AJOY BOSE New Delhi 


gation who wcu disciplined and 
showed lespect to women But those 
who look hbeitics not only tnmshtd 
the image ot the cntue delrgitlon 
but also of the countij India* 
image abroad is already »ery shoddy 
Ihe cuphoiia about a pi ople steeped 
in democratic tiaditions asserting 
rhemselves decisively ciealtcd by 
last yeai s gineral election, has 
vanished N >w when India is men 
turned people talk about the factum 
fights within the Government tbr 
apparent gross indiscipline within its 
ranks its Tack of a sense of direction 
and the much publicised personal 
habits ot our Prime Minister 

Two months ago the Union Com 
meet Minister Mr Mohan Dharia, 
convened a large conference m 
Singapore of our diplomatic officials 
looking after tiade and other com 
mercial representatives in East and 
bouth East Asia and the Pacific regi 
on (those based m the area stretch 
ing from Pyongyang and Peking to 
Auckland and Fiji), to find ways of 
improving the falling Indian trade m 
this region About the conference 
itself one would have to write sepa 
ratelv I just mention an incident 
during it The conference was punc 
tuated with banquets The most im 
portant and magnificent of them 
was the one given bv the Preside fit 
of the Singapore Indian (. lumber of 
Commerce, Mr P Bamachandran at 
a luxury hotel It was impoitant be 
cause of the attendance at it of many 
very important “Singaporean guests, 
including Ministers 

It was a proper sit down affair 
with a chart outside the banquet hall 
showing the table and place at each 
guest and with place cards on Hit 


tables. At table 7 sat an Indian 
diplomat from Manila, attending the 
conference, and at the next, the Spe 
cial Assistant of tbe Minister of 
Commerce, Mr Dharia The diplo¬ 
mat peihaps felt that it was a good 
occasion for him to talk and estab¬ 
lish good relations with the Minis 
til’s aide, for people wmking with 
Ministers are always important and 
can be of help, if one knows them 
well 

Tbe diplomat therefore requested 
the Minister's special assistant to 
come and jom him at fns table. 
But the problem was that every 
place on table 7 had been assigned 
with namecaids So, to make room, 
the bright diplomat removed the 
name-card of a guest next to bun 
and bid it, in the hope that the 
guest on not finding his name on 
that table would go away to some 
other table and thus cause a vacancy 
for the Minister’s assistant. The as¬ 
signed guest came, went round the 
table reading name cards, and not 
finding his, went out to ascertain 
from the chart his plate The chart 
assured him that he was on table 7, 
and so he returned and went round 
it again but could not find his name 

He lud to go out again to mquice 
about the anomaly When be came 
a thud time, on going round he 
tound a seat without a name card on 
it, and took it assuring himself 
loudly that it must be his plate H 
was then that the Indian diplomat 
produced the guest's plgce-Cgro, 
which he was holding in his hand, 
with the explanation that somebody 
had hidden it behind his own place- 
tard ' 

Ihe Smgapoic guests on that table 
were shocked by this behavtoui. 
There weie important people at it, 
including a Dnettoi jind the Chief 

I ngmeci of the Port of Singapore 
Authonty, which manages this third 
busiest port ot the world and a 
Directoi ot the Singapore Ministiy 
ol Foreign Affaus But they hap 
pened to be people of Indian origin, 

I I out Ihe South with daik com 
phxion and so our diplomatic re 
present alive looked with disdain at 
them and neither greeted thnn nor 
introduce d himself nor exchanged a 
word with them 

As the food was being served he 
notiud a plate vacant on Ihe table 
ol th<* Ministe r’s aide and so he 
abruptly got up lilt his table and 
went ovei (One hopes be did not 
re nmu anothu name caid ' No 
soonc r was he gone the other guests 
on the tabic (who must have ft It ic- 
lieved) broke out simultaneously to 
explain and ask Whit a itide pi i 
son ' Who is hi * Some oni said he* 
was Horn thi Indian Finbissy in 
Manila And a guest nninked ‘1 
hope all Indian diplmn ds are not 
like him ' 

HARISH CHANDOLA 
from Sinqaport* 


India's unhealthy 
image abroad 

Minister s’ visits leave Singapore offum/s hewilJeieJ 
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A cook's eye view of VIPs 


He satisfied the palates of Queen Elizabeth. Kruschev, Nehru, to name a few 


r PEJEN BARUA’S only claim to 
* fame is that his culinary skills 
delighted the palates of more than 
7,000 VIP’s during his career as a 
rook. After a career that spanned 
47 years, he retired on July 31 this 
year as the head cook of Calcutta’s 
Raj Bhavan with a paltry pension 
of Rs 146. 

The humble cook from Chittagong 
(now in Bangladesh) 'tan still recall 
vividly the moment when, during 
her visit to India in 1961, Queen 
Elizabeth II of England defied tra¬ 
dition to call for a repetition of a 
course which he had prepared. Mr 
Jawaharlal Nehru preferred his 
“chicken royal,” Miss Padmaja Naidu 
refused to touch anything that was 
non-vegetarian, Mr Haren Mukher- 
jee was biased towards his sukta 
and magur fish curry, while Mr A. L. 
Dias practically lived on a khhichdi 
prepared from ham and liver. The 
present Governor of West Bengal, 
Mr T. N. Singh, hosted a tea party 
to mark the retirement of tejen 
Barua—the only two guests invited 
were the head cook himself and his 
wife Sumeru. 

Tejen first set foot in Calcutta in 


1931. When he reached this city 
from his native village Khaiakhali, 
on June 14 he was barely 13 veara 
old. His brother-in-law, Shashi- 
mohan, who was then the bead cook 
of Raj Bhavan, took the young bov 
under his wing. A job was found 
for him as the sixth cook in the kit¬ 
chen of Raj Bhavan. His five supe¬ 
riors were all Baruas who hailed 
from his native district—they all held 
temporary vacancies. Their combined 
salaries came to Rs 335; Shashi- 
mohan as the head cook, was entit¬ 
led to Rs 100, while the others 
shared the rest. Tejen was only en¬ 
titled to Rs 22. In summer he was 
given three white coats and an um¬ 
brella, while in winter he was given 
a woolen coat, dhoti and a sweater. 

It took Tejen a full five years to 
shrug off his nervousness and attain 
a degree of expertise. He was pro¬ 
moted to the post of fifth cook and 
his salary was Increased to Rs 28 a 
month. His memory is still fresh with 
images of the British Raj. “There 
will never be another race as punc¬ 
tual as the British,” he asserts. The 
menu for a particular occasion had 
to be sent to the kitchen exactly 24 
hours in advance and the table had 


to be set in strict accordance with 
the clock. Meals were set for cer¬ 
tain times which never deviated— 
breakfast was at half past eight, 
"tillin’’ (never referred to as lunch) 
was served at precisly half past one. 

When the British departed in 1947, 
Mr C. Rajagopalachari assumed 
office and retrenched four of the six 
cooks. Tejen, who was then the se¬ 
cond cook was retained on a monthly 
salary of Rs 70. He remembers 
fondly Mr Haren Mukherjee who 
had the habit of smoking a hookah, 
which he himself would prepare if 
none of the domestics were around. 
“Both His Excellency and his wife 
loved me much”, he recalls fondly. 
It was Mr Haren Mukherjee who 
offered Tejen a piece of land near 
Calcutta, but the latter refused to 
accept it. 

But the Governor whom Tejen 
will always remember with gratitude 
is Miss Padmaja Naidu, whose nut- 
fits were all meticulously matched, 
from the footwear to the flower she 
wore in her hair. She placed more 
stress on the decoration of plates 
rather than their contents. The 
morning bazar bill would never be 
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less than Rs 80. She would nevei 
agree to having leftovers stacked up 
in the refrigerator, and would in¬ 
sist on the cooks sharing the what 
ever was left Mr A. L. Dias was 
just the opposite and would preserve 
Jcftovets ot his favourite prawn and 
vetki fish dishes. 

The dish Tejen prepared for Mr 
Nikita Khiusrhev took him all of 
three hours to prepare—‘fish sob- 
rite’. In 1970 Tejen eventually had 
his post confirmed—after 39 yeais 
of service. He was also elevated to 
the position of head cook. As his 
first wife Kokila had died the previ¬ 
ous year, he remarried and his only 
daughter, Nila, was married the 
same year. The then Governor, Mr 
A. L. Dias, and his wife attended the 
latter ceremony which was held in 
the grounds of Raj Bhavan. 

Tejen stayed in a two-room quar 
ter on the south-eastern flank of Raj 
Bhavan. His belongings included two 
cots, a couple of suitcases, a transis¬ 
tor radio and some assorted pictures 
on the walls. The couple, Buddhist 
by religion, told me that of the Rs 
4,000 they had in their savings 
account, they had already donated 
Rs 3,001 for the construction of a 
Buddha Vihar at Gaya. "How will 
you make both ends meet?" I asked 
Tejen. “Not I, but the Almighty will 
look to that” was the answer F re¬ 
ceived. Tejen and his wife plan to 
exist on just one meal a day. Ironi¬ 
cally enough, the meal will be cook¬ 
ed by none other than his wife. 

TAPOSH GANGUCl, Calcutta 


Saklecha's Nepal holiday 

CM grilled on misuse of aircraft 


I T WAS indiscretion more than 
anything else When Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Mi lister. Mi Veeren 
dra Kumar Saklecha, stepped into 
his State Government's six seatei 
plane on June 29 to fly to Nepal for 
a one day holiday, he made a small 
slip. He allowed his Wife and 
daughter to accompany him. The 
jet took off from Delhi for Kath 
mandu and brought them back the 
next day. All that Mi Saklecha 
and his family members did there 
was to visit the famous Pashupati 
nath temple. 

Mr Saklecha’s decision to take 
along his wife and child was not as 
grossly improper as it was made out 
to be. for a Chief Minister with a 
giuelling daily work schedule of 16 
hours, it was perhaps natural for 
him to be with family members for 
whom he had little time otherwise. 
But that was not the way people 
and politicians of Madhya Pradesh 
saw things. And the way they re¬ 
acted, Mr Saklecha, the seasoned 

I iolitcian that he Is, must have rea- 
ised why his brief trip had begun 
to look like a misdemeanour. 

If the Chief Minister’s holiday 
became a matter of some contro¬ 
versy, it was largely the fault of the 
State Information Department. 
Quite inexplicably, it made no 
announcement that Mr Saklecha 
was visiting Nepal. This happened 
despite the fact that the State 
Information Office routinely an¬ 
nounces the tour progi amines of 
every Minister 

Mr Saklecha’s Nepal trfp came 
to be known many days after he had 
returned—and by sheer word of 
mouth. By the time this happened, 
the damage had already been done. 
Politicians, including ruling Party 
members, began to murmur that 
there was something shady about 
the whole affair. And when there 
was no quick clarification from the 
Chief Minister nr his Government, 
rumours began to fly around that 
he had visited Nepal clandestinely. 

flls opponents In the ruling Party 
wondered aloud whether Mr Sakle¬ 
cha had taken a huge amount of 
money to Nepal for use by the for¬ 
mer Jana Sangh in the event of the 
Janata Party breaking up. Others 
suggested that he had gone there 
to further the business interests of 
his son. Some said that the Nepal 
Government was not Informed of his 
arrival, for reasons best known to 
the Chief Minister himself. 

<<UE committed a blunder,” said 
H a state Janata leader who 
preferred to remain unidentified. 
“And I can see why people are ask¬ 
ing questions. To them it seems 


that a Chief Minister has used a 
Government plane to take his 
family for a holiday to a foreign 
country at the tax-payers' expense”. 
There were others who concurred 
with his view though they felt Mr 
Saklecha had committed an indis¬ 
cretion and nothing else. 

Ironically, if Mr Saklecha and his 
family had visited say, Shillong or 
Cochin, which are farther from 
Delhi than Kathmandu, nobody 
would have thought anything of it 
His predecessors, Mr Shyama Cha- 
ran Shukla and Mr Prakash Chand 
Sethi, had misused State planes as a 
matter of routine. Mr Shukla had 
made several trips to Monghyr in 
Bihar merely because he had court¬ 
ed arrest there before Independ¬ 
ence. He had used Government air¬ 
craft to visit places as far apart as 
Kashmir and Aurangabad for purely 
rivate reasons. One State Minister 
ad even flown to Kanput in a Gov¬ 
ernment plane to attend the wed¬ 
ding of a Parly MI.A’s son. Even 
in Mr Saklecha’s own Ministry, one 
Cabinet member had flown to his 
native place when his father’s house 
was burgled some months ago. 

Mr Saklecha’s visit became an 
eniban assment to him because he 
went, technically speaking really, to 
a foreign country. The rumours 
about- why Mr Saklecha went to 
Nepal are totally without founda¬ 
tion. His aircraft, the crew and the 
passengers were cleared by customs 
men at Delhi airport and even their 
baggage was searched. Similar 
checks were carried out at Kath¬ 
mandu and again at Delhi when the 
plane returned. The permission of 
the Nepalese Government was ob¬ 
tained for the entry of Mr Sakle¬ 
cha’s aircraft. 

The Chief Minister perhaps re¬ 
vealed a certain naivete by visiting 
Nepal without cooking up some 
“offidal” work to justify his trip. 
This was because of his essential 
simplicity. If he or his Government 
had merely said he was going there 
for "discussions” with Nepalese 
leaders, nobody would have asked 
questions. 

His reply to his critics was 
characteristically blunt. He explain¬ 
ed his trip by merely saying that It 
was a Chief Minister's prerogative 
to decide where he should go or 
not. 

Unfortunately for him, there were 
many people who still felt that he 
ought not to have taken his family 
members at government expense, 
negligible though this might have 
been. 

M. D, Bhopal 
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Demand for 'Sikh homeland' revived 


Chauvinism rears its head in Punjab 


T HE movement for a separate Sikh 
State in Punjab gained momen¬ 
tum when the Akali Dal swept the 
polls m June 1977. The Akali-Niran- 
kari clashes m Amritsar tn mid- 
April this year added fuel to fire, 
fire. 

The first salvo was fired when 
Mahant Sews Dass staged a fast unto 
death at Bhatinda for the inclusion 
of Chandigarh and Punjabi-speaking 
areas of Haiyana in Punjab. The 
Mahartt, a political nonentity, shift¬ 
ed his stand later and also broke 
his fast. The Akali Government led 
by Mr Prakash Singh Badal was 
hardly affected by the Mahant’s 
moves. Undeterred, he has Again 
threatened to go on a hunger strike 

On April 13, the clash between the 
Sikhs and Nirankans claimed 18 
lives. The atmosphere of suspicion 
and hatred is yet to die out. The 
language newspapers published from 
Jullundur, with some exceptions, have 
been adding fuel to the fire. All 
kinds of obscurantist "sants” and 
their "chelas” have gained unimagin¬ 
able power. In scores of Gurdwaras, 
preachers are asking the Sikhs to 



J. S. Mann: Palestenian dreams? 


get leady for “the final battle”. They 
allege that Mr Badal has sold out 
the Akali Dal to the Hindus. 

Two pamphlets—“Sikhs and For¬ 
eign Affairs” and “Vatican status for 


Amritsar” (marked “for restricted 
circulation only") speak volumes 
about the separatists. A former ICS 
and an ex-Lok Sabha member, Mr 
Kapur Singh and a former MP. and 
a State Minister Mr Joginder Singh 
Mann, are the main figures behind 
it. Organisations such as Sikh Bro¬ 
therhood and the Sikh Student 
Federation subscribe to their views. 
Dr Jagjit Singh, who during the last 
Indo-Pak war accused India or 
“national chauvinism” oven Radio 
Pakistan, returned to India after the 
Congress debacle in June, 1977. He 
was in England for a long time cam- 

£ signing for a separate Sikh home- 
md. Dr Jagjit Singh is presently 
lying low but his support for the 
movement is clear. 

Mr Mann has in his “Sikhs and 
Foreign Affairs” advocated that 
“the Akali Government should have 
its special representatives m all the 
States of the Indian Union. The 
representatives should not be bureau¬ 
crats but men with distinguished qua¬ 
lifications with a background of 
having served the Sikh community. 
Their duties should be to watch Sikh 
interests in the State to which they 
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are sent. They should also keep in 
touch with the Chief Minister of the 
State to promote trade and com¬ 
merce. Separate missions should also 
be opened in London, Washington 
and Ottawa where there is a siz¬ 
able Sikh community.” 

Other points which he has listed 
make his foreign policy look differ¬ 
ent from (India’s. ‘‘Sikhs should 
support the cause of Israel as that 
country is based on religion and we 
have many things in common,” Mr 
Mann says. He talks about battles 
which Sikhs fought over the last 
three centuries to prove his point. 
The April 13 incident also finds men¬ 
tion. "When 13 of our gallant men 
were mowed down by bullets fired 
by Nirankans, who have been bols¬ 
tered up as a counter sect to drive a 
wedge between the Sikhs, and are 
supported by the speeches of Arya 
Samajists and the RSS ” He has ask¬ 
ed the Sikhs and the Akali Govern¬ 
ment to press the Union Government 
to recognise Israel 

Mr Mann’s pamphlet also advocates 
good relations with China. "Good 
relations with China would save 


money on defence and Punjab would 
get more funds,” Mr Mann asserts. 
Mr Joginder Mann has also some¬ 
thing to say on Indo-Pak relations. 
“Close cultural and lingual ties and 
better relations would help us com¬ 
mercially ... our histone Gurdwaras 
would be more accessible . . the 
Sikhs must speak ou* on the Kashmir 
issue. The line oi actual control 
which now divides Kashmir should 
be recognised as the internatonal 
border by both the countnes.” 

Mr Mann is sure that Sikhs will 
win the support of all right-thinking 
men. He proposes to take the auto¬ 
nomy issue to the United Nations. 
“What Palestinians have done ran be 
done by the Sikhs too,” he says em¬ 
phatically. 

While these preachings are having 
their impact, Mr Badal is sure that 
it will ultimately peter out. He told 
this correspondent in an interview 
that “these people are frustrated 
politicians trying to play with the 
sentiments of the common masses.” 

A CORRESPONDENT, 
Chandigarh 


turn a blind eye to the defaulters. 
Even the officials cannot resist the 
lure of easy money. About two 
>ears ago, three police officers inclu¬ 
ding a DSP were sacked by the State 
Government on charges oi assisting 
some charas smugglers at Srinagar 
airport. 

Besides its massive wild growth, 
the hemp is cultivated in an area of 
about 200 acres in the valley, which 
fetches around Rs 10 crores to the 
cultivators every year. The most 
superior quality of Kashmiri hashish 
is called ‘attar’ end is priced locally 
at about Rs 1,200 a Kg An esti¬ 
mated number of one hundred-thou¬ 
sand people are involved m the trade. 

At times, hashish seized by the 
authorities, which is supposed to be 
destroyed m the presence of judicial 
authorities, is replaced by such 
things as burnt cowdung and coal. 
The real charas is secretly given 
back to the owner. 

Since 1968, when a vigorous cam¬ 
paign against smuggling was launch¬ 
ed, some 97 cases Tiave been regis¬ 
tered by the police but only one man 
was sentenced — Yussuf Dada of 
Bombay Allegedly, some personnel 
of Indian Airlines, transporters, 
fruit traders, close relatives of 
Ministers and bureaucrats, exporters, 
and those in the tourist trade are 
involved in the business. 


The packing of hashish needs 
special expertise to muffle its smell 
and it Is generally packed in poly¬ 
thene bags The authorities have 
often found such bags of hashish 
concealed in tire-tubes, rolled car¬ 
pets, apple boxes, wood carving 
articles and even in gift parcels 
sent by post 

This correspondent's repeated re¬ 
quests to police and excise depart¬ 
ment officers for providing some 
relevant statistical facts did not 
yield any results. The top police 
officers at Srinagar appeared to be 
preoccupied ana the office of the 
State’s deputy excise commissioner 
finally obliged with an unsigned slip 
on December 7, 1977 which said : 

“39 Kgs of charas have been seiz¬ 
ed from seven accused who mostly 
belong to Pulwama area, in the 
current year up till now. Since the 
charas is being extracted from the 
‘bhang’ crops as such the department 
has deployed maximum resources 
towards its destruction and the 
same was destroyed in thousands of 
‘kanals’.” 

Who were the accused ? Were 
they brought to book ? What is 
the outcome of the department’s 
“maximum resources of destruction” 
and what precisely was the area 
where the nemp was destroyed?— 
These vital questions have all along 
remained unanswered. 

GHULAM NABI KHAYAL, 
Srinagar 


Hashish smuggling 
from Kashmir 

Prosperity grows - through the hemp plant 


I N THE early hours of autumn 
mormng3, many villagers in the 
Kashmir valley are seen delicate¬ 
ly rubbing their palms with the 
flowers of wildly-growing hemp 
plants in gardens, orchards and fields. 
This is the first stage of obtaining 
hashish, the black gold. The rubb¬ 
ing ot the flowers must be done be¬ 
fore the dew dries up. It leaves a 
greasy, silvery substance on your 
palms, which is later scratched off 
with a knife and rolled into small 
marble-like balls. 

Then comes the second stage. 
These balls are baked in indirect 
heat. This is done by wrapping them 
in the skin of the corncobs and 
putting them in the smouldering heat 
of cowdung fire. After the baked 
balls are taken out, you have the 
finest charas and hashish, which 
might fetch you as much as Rs 1,000 
for a kg in the local smugglers’ mar¬ 
ket, Rs 10,000 in Bombay and Rs 
one lakh in the Middle-East or 
anywhere in the USA. 

There is imitation hashish also. 
This is obtained by grinding the 
flowers and the leaves of the hemp 
plant with a thick paste, forming 
them into halls and then baking 
them. But the experts can easily 
distinguish between the real and the 
fake. The latter generally finds its 
way to the home market It is said 
in Kashmir that every fifth affluent 



Sheikh Abdullah : Cart his Govern¬ 
ment check hashish smuggling? 


Kashmiri owes his affluence to the 
humble hemp plant. 

The cultivation of hemp is illegal 
but it is a wild plant and grows in 
plenty in most of Kashmir. Besides, 
the farmers cannot resist the lure 
of easy money. It is cultivated in a 
clandestine way in fruit orchards, 
gardens and corn fields. Hashish 
growers have now even started con¬ 
ducting scientific experiments for 
growing bumper crops They have 
switched over to the use of fertilisers 
and other modern agricultural me¬ 
thods and techniques. Hashish culti¬ 
vation is certainly picking up, and 
not without the connivance of police 
and excise department officials who 
get a fat commission from their 
“contacts”. More often than not they 
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cue and pause system which floats the pick-up 
arm on to any part of the record to provide complete 
protection to both the record and tho stylus. 

The Supertrack 230 has a floating sub-chassis 
tor the tone arm and the heavy turntable. It means 
practically total elimination of motor rumble and 
acoustic feedback even if you're using a high-powered amplifier. 

All you get is clear, unadulterated reproduction. The Supertrack 
motor has a precision-balanced rotor lor minimum speed variation. 

Like some of the best systems in the world, the Supertrack 
230 stereo record player has a simple yet sophisticated mechanism. 

For perfect reproduction with minimum maintenance worries. 

And its extraordinary 'within-reach' price of Rs 998* is something only 
HMV could make possible. Drop in at your HMV dealer's and hear the 
difference today. 

* Max. rec. retail price incl excise duty. Local taxes extra 
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\ARIETY 


Sunday week 


• Beqmnmg September to 

This week Sun Saturn and Mercury are conjo ned in Leo f d*-iu alcno is in Virgo Venus Mv 1 ? and Uranus are <n 
Libra Neptune is in Scorpio Kethu in Pisce*. and Jupiter alone is in Cancer The Moon will be moving through 
Capricorn Aquarius and Pisces 


ARIES (March 21—April 21) You will soon 
^ undertake an auspicious journey For business 

> men this is a period of trial do not go back 

t ^ on your word and handle your superiors with 
care and understanding Matrimonial matteis 
and love affairs show no progress Financial matters 
experience a change for the better Mental peace can only 
come after you have solved all domestic problems Good 
dates. 10 11 and 14 Lucky numbers 3 and 9 Favourable 
directions West and North 


-* TAURUS (April 22 — May 22) More than aver 
age success is indicated Your financial position 
improves rapidly and there are hames that 
\ both promotion and transfer will come through 

You are not far from your goal Children and 
younq friends will contribute to your happiness Give 
importance to domestic issues Good dates 12 and 13 
Lucky numbers 8 and 9 Favourable direction West 


f GEMINI (May 23 -- June 21) Seek the advice 
of your elders do tot enter into conflicts with 
y? e the"- younger people or those in authority 
v Guard against p o'eosional tricksters Business¬ 
men should be careful while signing agres 
ments and contracts Your financial position will improve 
radically Health shows a marked improvement Good 
dates 12 and 13 Lucky numbers 8 and 9 Favourable 
direction South west 


LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) Your 
r , financial position is likely to Improve Pending 
suits and deb's need not worry you at the 
moment Letters from distant places will bring 
happy tidings a happy journey is also indicated 
Gains through speculation and gambling aie possible New 
contacts with influential people w II provide scope for pro¬ 
gress Good dates 11 12 and 14 Lucky numbare 4 and 
6 Favourable directions North and West 


- SCORPIO (October 23 — November 21) You 

* need plenty of rest to recover mentally The 
f t results of your efforts will remain unsatisfactory 
Health shows no impro\ament and a generally 
“ dull week is forecast Womenfolk wil go in 
for new clothes and ornaments Young friend* anc, children 
contribute to your happiness Money matters wUI gradually 
prove less troublesome Good dates ’0 14 and 1b Lucky 
numbers 4 and 6 Favourable direction- N orth we >t 


v SAGITTARIUS (November 22 — December 22) 

* 4j v ) Minor gains through an elderly male relative 
Y ^ f' 1 are likely You are very close to your cherished 
4. goal any sluggishness at this juncture may 

' * prove fatal There Is no need to worry about 
pending suits and debts Gain through sports and specula 
tlon is Indi ated A short journey is presaged Gocd detea 
11 13 and 16 Lucky numbers S and 7 Favourable dlrec- 
tlona- South and West 


„ -vr % * CANCER (June 22 — July 22) Guard finances 
I I carefully and do not embark uDon dubious love 
V \ adventures which will inevitably lead to sorrow 
* 4 «■ V and disillusionment Do not refrain from taking 

v bold decisions The health of womenfolk in 

the family may pose a problem You are likely to make a 
journey by the weekend Good dates- 12 14 and 16 Lucky 
numbere- 1 and 2 Favourable direction South-east 


^ CAPRICOhn (December 23 — January 20) 

*■ !% Your professional career demands a lot of 

xsWi 1 your time and attention Unexpected bansfits 
„ may surprise you Financial matters will Improve 

4 radically and there will be all round progress 
Domestic Issues should carefjtly be attended during the 
week Letters from distant places will bring good naws 
Good dates- 11 12 13 and 16 Lucky numbers. 1 and ’0 
Favourable direction-: North-west 


r < *'\ LEO (July 23 — August 22) Those In politics 
will gain fame and wealth Officers are likely 
to be transferred and promoted Friends and 
relatives will shower praise on you Though 
you will be kept very busy In the days ahead 
do not worry Good dates: 10. 11 12 and 14 Lucky num¬ 
bers: 2 and 7 Favourable direction: West 


)*lf v- 

'Wt 

* M 


S. ^ p- AQUARIUS (January 21 — February 19) Trouble 
over property inheritance and legal matters 
* Is indicated Minor gains through an elderly 

female relative are likely Chcoso your friends 
carefully and do not embark upon dubious 
love adventures Your health needs particular care Children 
and womenfolk In the family may fait ill Good dates- 10 
11 and 14 Lucky numbers 7 and 8 Favourable direction: 
North 


VIRGO (August 23 — September 22) Despite 
some trouble,- perhaps involving property and 
Inheritance a successful and happy week 
awaits you Your health will improve and 
romantic attachments will blossom Expenses 
on medicine are likely this week and family problems will 
worry you for at least some time Good dates: 13 15 and 
16 Lucky numbers: 1 to 9 Favourable direction: East 


A PISCES (February 20 — March 20) You are in 

A for a good time financially Unexpected gains 
through inheritance and partne-ship ventures 
v are Indicated Friends and relatives will shower 

1 praise on you While secret matters piogress 
novel and original Ideas will lead to improvement In your 
business affairs Womenfolk are strongly advised not to 
write any confidential letters or sign documents Good 
dates 10 13 14 and 16 Lucky numbers- 6 and 9 Favour¬ 
able directions. South and East 
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XARIETY 


this india 


MADRAS A woidy duel cost a 25year 
old woman her nose The irate husband, 
m the louise of the controversy, was 
alleged to have bitten off the nose of 
his spouse Ihe woman has been admit 
ted to the local General Hospital-the 
Hindu (G Mam, Jamshedpur) 

MYSORI Karnataka Chief Minister 
Dovaiaj Urs has likened the CentraJ 
Government to an “adamant biide 
groom Inaugurating a private sectoi 
alum plant at Belegala, Mr Urs said “I 
have been offering them dowiy such as 
free land and sleepers" and emphasised 
that he was also prepared to meet the 
losses in Railway traffic for five years 
if they introduced bioad gauge between 
Mysore and Bangalore “But they are 
simply delaying I wonder what else I 
should oflei by way of a dowry ’’’ the 
Chief Ministei queried -The Hindu (JK 
Vittal, Ambi) 

NEW DELHI Indian Airlines has ex 
pressed doubts about its ability to en 
force a ban on drinking on its domestic 
flights as suggested by Minister for Civil 
Aviation Purushottam l,al Kaushik The 
Airline has reportedly said it does not 
have the staff or the legal authority to 
enforce such a ban— Indian Express (s 
Ayyappan Pillai, Bombay) 

GAUHATI. Two piofessors of Gauhati 
Medical College Hospital had a serious 
altercation over parking their cars in the 
College Premises The quarrel has reach¬ 
ed such a level that the next day they 
actually lame to blows One of them 
was seriously injured in the battle and 
is currently undergoing treatment at the 
College Hospital The incident occurred 
in the presence of other professors, 
students and hospital staff On receipt 
of the information the Principal called 
an emergency meeting among the teach 
ers The result of the meeting is not 
known -Daimk Assam (Mrs Minatl 
Gohain. Gauhati) 

NEW DFIHT The Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee on Public Undertakings has ex 

without comment 

THE PRIME MINIS'! tR ennot uflord to 
act as a Grand Vatu- Mad mi 1 imave 
quoted m Blitz 

IHE SUSTAINING factor in Indian 
lemociacy is Ihe demonstrated capacity 
of the masses to assert themselves— 
C. N Chittaranian in Mainstream. 


IP IT IS proved that I have been 
ut.lised by anyone m my house or 
elsewhere, I am responsible for it- 
Moraiji Desai 

THE TROUBLE is that the son becomes 
unimportant when you (Morarji Desai) 


prue rs 30 lor ih«* entry given tint 

pressi d shock at a report that salvaged 
material of two demolished buildings in 
the Rajdbigpn dockyard of Calcutta, 

LUCKNOW An 11 year old boy was 
sacrificed in Chhauhas village, about 35 
kms fioni Bulandshahr, but the culprits 
have been arrested the sacrifice was 
perloimed bv the parents of another 
rhdd who is i<polled to be seriously ill 
Ihe pnents vho had gone to thp village 
sorteier were told th it the child was 
under the intiucnu of a spirit and the 
only way to cure him was to sauifite the 
only son ot anothn touplt Ihe paienU 
tried to entire many rhddien to then 
house but weie unsuccessful until they 
lured in young Ghanshyam -Statesman 
(Dr S intanu Klim n Panda l titlark) 

1H1 ASSISTANT Sessions Judge (Tamil 
Nadu) sentenced two constables to thiee 
years’ R1 and a fine ot Its 500 rath for 
raping a girl Ihe victim a student of 
S K Patil High Srhool, had tome to 
Ratnagm to take pait in thp district 
kabaddi competition the Mail (R 
Kannan, Bangalore) 


which was worth at least Rs 2 lakhs, 
was disposed of for a mere Rs 16,000 
The committee, in its 15th report tabled 
m the Lok Sabha by Chairman Jyotirmoy 
Bosu, says the whole "shady" affair was 
hustled through in just two or three 
days The Officer on Duty did not ob¬ 
serve any of the presenbed lormahties 
and did not seek the prior approval ot 
the Board of Directois or the Govern¬ 
ment— Deccan Herald (B S Ramanand, 
Bangalore) 

KOHIMA A mock fight here reached 
proportions of reality when a Havildai 
of Police and a driver of the Agriculture 
Department feigned an altercation 
Watched by a large number of people, 
the mock fight was staged on a busy 
thoroughfare of the city The Havildai 
collapsed and fell unconscious and later 
succumbed to his wounds m a local hospi 
tal—The Assam Tribune (T Bora Jorhat) 


descend Horn the thionc and the sons, 
daughters and daughters in laNv become 
important when you mount the throne— 
Bhupesh Gupta 

CHARAN SINGH is hurting Janata 
without helping himself—Headline In 
Organiser 

SO LONG as l am Prime Minister, 1 
shall not go. in for a mid-term poll to 
the Lok Sabna—Morarji Desai 

THE PRESENT need is Chairman Hub’s 
as much as the West’s But is Chma’> 
friendship reliable enough for the West ? 
—The Economist. 



RECENTLY THE children in my 
friend’s nephew’s class were told 
to sketch a street in their drawing 
class My friend’s nephew finish¬ 
ed first His teacher commented 
“This is not much, an empty 
street between rows of houses 
Where are the cars and buses’’’ 
After a short while, when the boy 
submitted his work again he had 
added a ‘ No Entry Sign"—Mn 
tvunioy Kumar Jha, Deoghar 



A NOTICE at a snackbar facing 
the back gate of St Xavier’s Col 
lege, Calcutta reads “PUBIC 
CALL OFFICE — WITH PHONE,* 
ETC"—Ranjit Saha, Calcutta Sj 


'K m j 

A 4 


THREE NATIONAL FLAGS were T 
hoisted in our locality on Indepen¬ 
dence Day A small altar, duly 
whitewashed was erected updei 
each flagpost. Three loudspeak¬ 
ers were employed to provide 
music on the occasion. The songs 
were . "Own man dum. 

"Hum turn ek kamreme band 
hd,..." and "Kya hua taro 
weaya”.—Sanjukta Sen, Calcutta. 
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a word or two_ stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 
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The first signs of gum trouble 




Plaque Tartar Bleeding gums 

is the invisible film of collects at the base of Weak and spongy gums 

bacteria that forms . your teeth, irritates your may bleed during 
around your teeth and gums and causes swelling brushing Although this 

gums all the time Later on, gums and bone may be painless, 

If neglected plaque may recede causing bleeding gums can lead 

leads to tartar teeth to fall out to serious problems 


Dentists say 

Regular Brushing of Teeth and 
Massaging of Gums Check 
Gum Troubles and Tooth Decay. 

For proper dental care, brush your teeth correctly and massage 
your gums—night and morning with Forhan’s. And insist on 
Forhan's Double-Action Toothbrush, specially designed to massage 

gums while it cleans teeth. 

f'lim Of—{5) > /Wfif f“C are of your leeth 

AjUIII y^B\\ I and gums”. A colourful, Informative 

trOUDiCS \ I booklet on denial care Please write 

tO 1 \\\\ * with 20 P. stamps for postage, to: 

L-,nL / I Forhan’s Dental Advisory Bureau, 

n04*in (AU C post Bag No 11463. Dept. P148-180, 

troubles H) I Bombay 400020 

I Mention the language wanted. 

IMF-: 
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\ARIETY 


science 


A pain in the neck ? Not for 
much longer 



Physical pain afflicts man and 
puzzles the scientist. But, 
says SOUMYA GOSWAMI, 
we have learnt more about 
pain in the last few years 
than in the previous century. 


P AIN—its causes and its cure— 
has been one ot the most baff 
ling puzzles of human life. In the 
last five years, however, scientists in 
America, Britain and the USSR have 
made dramatic breakthroughs in 
discovering the basic nature of pain. 
The increasingly developing science 
of dolorogy now provides a new 
opportunity foi relief from this most 
common and highly diverse cause of 
suffering. As a participant at a 
recent international symposium 
remarked, “We hav£ learnt more 
about pain in the last few years 
than in the previous century" 

The first and most striking of the 
(Series of discoveries about the na¬ 
ture of pain came when two Ameri¬ 
can specialists, Di Ronald Melzack 
and Dr Patrick Wall, propounded the 
spinal gate theory This established 
that the intricate network of nerves 
which convey sensations to the brain 
Is composed of fibres of varying 
thickness. The large fibres transmit 
tactile impulses. However, it is the 
smaller fibres—which conduct sensa¬ 
tions more slowly—which transmit 
the pain impulses. Both sets of nerves 
converge at the spinal cord, and It 
Is there that, according to Melzack 
and Wall, a gate-like mechanism 
exists that usually stays shut to 
block out pain impulses but which, 
when activated by a knock or blow, 
swings open to make us feel pain. 

This discovery has gone a long 
way to explaining how such reme¬ 
dies as ice-packs, massages and even 

a uncture work to prevent pain. 

remedies serve to activate the 
large nerve fibres and provide an 
advance guard which shuts off the 
"pain gate’ before the thinner and 
less conductive fibres, bearing the 
pain, can reach it. 

In practice, this new insight has 
led to the development of a tiny 
electrical device (the size of a fifty- 
palse piece) which, when implanted 
in the skin just above the spinal 
pird, enables the patient to direct 
|L JOlJey of electrical impulses into 


the spine from a pocket-sized battery 
transmitter. In the manner of an 
ice-pack or massage, the electrical 
impulses work on the fat nerve 
fibres and prevent pain from trans¬ 
gressing the ‘pain gate’. The device 
often need not be implanted, but 
(see diagram) is merely held in the 
area of the pain. Tt has provided 
instant relief in cases of lumbago, 
rheumatic disorders, arthritis and 
cancer, netting a success rate of 
B0% in cases of acute and 25% in 
cases of chronic pain. It has also 
allowed these and other patients to 
stop consuming massive doses of 
habit-forming drugs and the fear of 
undergoing complicated, expensive 
and possibly unsuccessful surgery. 

Among the areas of its uses, that in 
which it has been most gratefully 
received has been in dental surgery. 
Which is the source of untold misery 
for young and old alike. Scientists et 
Leningrad University have produced 
a dentist’s drill which, while opera¬ 
ting. simultaneously transmits a 
weak current through the patient’s 
jaw. 

"Our clinical teats showed that 
root-canal work and filling could be 
performed painlessly without anaes¬ 
thetic,” reported Dr Peter Newman* 
a neurophysiologist at Leeds Uni- 
varsity, In England, who inspected 
the device. * 

Until pew, the efficacy of drugs 


in controlling pain has been more 
or less disappointing. In what one 
researcher has described as "the) 
biggest drug breakthrough of the 
century", scientists have established 
that animal and human brains pro¬ 
duce their own pain-killers. Tests a^ 
California University showed that 
camels, for example, are so insem 
sitive to pain that they can wtilfr- 
stand a knife being plunged Into 
their side without feeling disoonw 
fort The camel's pituitory glands 
at the base of the brain have been! 
shown to contain a substance which 
has' SO times the potency of -mor¬ 
phine. Pigs, too, produce a natural 
analgesic more powerful than mor¬ 
phine, and Dr John Hughes of 
Aberdeen University, in Scotland, 
has demonstrated that this substance 
also exists in the human brain. He 
has named it "enkephalin’, the Greek 
word for ’from the brain'. 

Cetrain psychological techniques 
are also being used to help sufferers 
deal with pain. One of these is bio- 
feedback. In cases involving migraine 
for instance, biofeedbacic machined 
can transform the electrical currant! 
produced by the patient’s fadal 
muscles into a loud tone. Within a 
short time, many sufferers learn to, 
reduce the tone by relaxing their 
muscles, and thus end their terrible 
headaches. Hypnosis, too, is being 
used to combat the effects of both 
physical and psychological pain, and 
special pain clinics have cow begun 
to appear in increasing numbers la 





VARIETY 



this india 


MADRAS A woidy duel cost a 25 year 
old woman her nose The irate husband, 
in the touist of the eontioversy, was 
altrgrd to have bitten off the nose of 
his spouse Ihi woman has been admit 
ted to the local General Hospital—the 
Hindu (C. Mam, Jamshedpur) 

MY.SOIll Karnataka Chief Minister 
Dcsaiaj lirs has likened the Central 
C.ovc i nment to an "adamant bride 
groom Inaugurating a private sector 
alum plant at Relegala, Mr Uis said "I 
have been offering them dowry such as 
free land and sleepers” and emphasised 
that he was also prepared to meet the 
losses in Railway traffic for five years 
if they introduced broad gauge between 
Mysoi e and Bangalore "But they are 
simply delaying I wondei what else 1 
should offer by way of a dowry 7 ” the 
Chief Minister queried- The Hindu (K 
Vittal, Ambi) 

NEW DELHI Indian Airlines has ex 
pressed doubts about its ability to en 
force a ban on drinking on its domestic 
flights as suggested by Mimstei for Civil 
Aviation Purushottarn Lai Kaushik The 
Airline has reportedly said it does not 
have the staff or the legal authority to 
enforce such a ban— Indian Express (S 
Ayyappan Pillai. Bombay) 

GAUHATI, Two professors of Gauhati 
Medical College Hospital had a serious 
altercation over parking their cars in the 
College Premises The quarrel has reach 
ed such a level that the next day they 
actually came to blows One or them 
was seriously injured in the battle and 
is currently undergoing treatment at the 
College Hospital The incident occurred 
in the presence of other professors, 
students and hospital staff On receipt 
of the information the Principal called 
an emergency meeting among the teach 
ers The result of the meeting is not 
known —Datmk Assam <Mrs Minati 
Gohflin. Gauhati) 

NEW DFl HI The Parliamentary Com 
mittee on Public Undertakings has ex- 


prize r% 30 for jhe entry given first 


piessed shock at a leport lhat salvaged 
material of two demolish! d buddings in 
the Rajabignn dockyard of Calcutta, 

I.UCKNOW An 11 year old boy was 
sacrificed in Chhauhas village, about 55 
kms from Bulandshahi, but the culprits 
have been ai rested lhe sacrifice was 
perfuimed by the paients of anothei 
child who is it ported to be seriously ill 
The patents who had gone to the village 
sorceier wue tide! that the child was 
undei the influence of a spoil and the 
only way to cuie him was to sacnhcc the 
only son of anothei touph I he parents 
tried to entice many chddicn to their 
house but were unsuccessful until they 
lured in young Ghanshy tin Statesman 
IDi Suntaiiu Klim u P iiicl i ( uttack) 

THF ASSIS1ANI Scs ions Judge (lanul 
Nadu) sentenced two constables to thiec 
yeais’ RI anu a fine ot Hs 500 each for 
■ aping a gul The victim a student of 
S K Patil High School, had come to 
Ratnagiii to take pait in the disturt 
kabaddi competition the Mail (H 
Kannau, Bangaloic) 


which was worth at least Rs 2 lakhs, 
was disposed of for a mere Rs 16,000 
The committee, in its 15th report tabled 
in the Lok Sabha by Chairman Jyotiimov 
Bosu, says the whole “shady" affan was 
hustled through in just two or three 
days. The Officer on Duty did not ob¬ 
serve any of the prescubed formalities 
and did not seek the prior approval ot 
the Board of Directors or the Govern 
ment —Deccan Herald (B S Ramanand, 
Bangalore) 

KOHIMA A mock fight here reached 
proportions of reality when a Havildai 
of Police and a driver of the Agriculture 
Department feigned an altercation 
Watched by a large number ot people, 
the mock fight was staged on a busy 
thoroughfare of the city The Havildar 
collapsed and fell unconscious and later 
succumbed to his wounds in a local hospi 
tal— The Assam Tribune (T Bora Jorbat) 


without comment 


THE PRIME MINIS'!ER cannot anora to 
art as a Grand Vacit—Madhu I imaye 
quoted in Blits. 

1HE SUSTAINING factor in Indian 
fcmociacy is the demonstrated capacity 
of the masses to assert themselves— 
C. N Chittaranian in Mainstream. 


IP 11 IS proved that I have been 
utile ed by anyone m my house or 
elsewhere, I am responsible for it— 
Morai ji Desai 

THE TROUBLE is that the son becomes 
unimportant when you (Morarji Desai) 


descend from the throne and the sons, 
daughters and daughters-in-latw become 
important when you mount the throne— 
Bhupesh Gupta. 

CHABAN SINGH is hurting Janata 
without helping himself—Headline In 
Organiser 

SO LONG as 1 am Prime Minister, I 
shall not go in for a mid-term poll to 
the Lok Sabna—Morarji Desai. 

THE PRESENT need is Chairman Hua’s 
as much as the West’s But is China’^ 
friendship reliable enough for the West.’ 
—The Economist. 


humour in real life 



RECENTLY THE children in my 
friend’s nephew’s class were told 
to sketch a street m their drawing 
class My friend s nephew finish¬ 
ed first His teacher commented 
“This is not much, an empty 
street between rows of houses 
Where are the cars and buses’” 
After a short while, when the boy 
submitted his work again he had 
added a ’ No Entry Sign ’’—Mrt 
tvumoy Kumar Jha, Deoghar 



A NOTICE at a snackbar facing 
the back gate of St Xavier’s Col 
lege, Calcutta reads • “PUBIC 
CALL OFFICE — WITH PHONE,? 
ETC”—Ranjit Saha, Calcutta 



THREE NATIONAL FLAGS were 
hoisted in our locality on Indepen¬ 
dence Day A small altar, duly 
whitewashed was erected undei 
each flagpost. Tiree loudspeak¬ 
ers were employed to provide 
music on the occasion. The songs 
were : “Dion maro dum....", 
“Hum turn ek kamrem a bund 
ho....” and “Kyo bua t*r<v» 
Hjw”.—Stnjukta Sen, Calcutta fl| 
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T’HERE's no denying that the 
* English language is rude to 
foreigners. All sorts of deroga¬ 
tory things have been given natio¬ 
nal names. For instance, if you 
are absent from work without 
permission, you are taking French 
leave. Yet the origin of the 
phrase is harmless enough. In 
France, in the olden days, you 
could leave a party without hav¬ 
ing to bid farewell to your host. 

The Dutch have fared even 
worse, largely because of intense 
Anglo-Dutch rivalry in the seven¬ 
teenth century. At that time, 
they were invariably credited 
with strong drinking habits. A 
Dutchman’s drink empties out the 
pot, and a Dutchman’s headache 
is a hangover. A Dutch bargain 
was made after sozzling your 
opponent with drink — hence, no 
doubt, with the advantages all on 
your side. 



Besides this, a Dutch auction 
first puts up articles at an infla¬ 
ted price, and then gradually 
lowers it. A Dutch party is of 
the unhospitable sort where every 
guest contributes some food 01 
money. A Dutch concert is a 
strange medley where everyone 
i plays a different tune, all at tha 
piame time. 

We Indians may take exception 
i to an Indian gift, which is made 
i In the expectation of a gift in 
^ return. Actually, the Indians re¬ 
ferred to are North American 
Red Indians —• which, of course, 
does not make the phrase any 
the politer. It would be interest¬ 
ing to know whether other lan¬ 
guages have derogatory expres¬ 
sions involving Englishmen, just 
to get their own hack. 

,WORDSPINNER 



stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 


E RICK VON DANIKEN, whatever his 
intentions were in writing Chariots 
o'! the Gods, revolutionised my religious 
scruples when I was barely sixteen. 
Quasi-romantic and almost dreamlike 
visions and images of Rama, Krishna and 
other celestial beings, whom 1 had been 
taught to revere and worship since my 
childhood, suddenly seemed more real 
than ever. An aura of aweinspiring 
wonder that seemed to shroud the super¬ 
natural faded out, while an all-consum¬ 
ing thirst for reason overpowered me. 
Daniken convinced me that the myths 
and the spiritual hyperboles which form 
a part of the human evolution, have 
conclusive logical and scientific basis to 
them. The Biblical version of the Star 
of Bethlehem is an example. 

Assuming that it was a natural pheno¬ 
menon and not a miraculous apparition, 
what was the Star of Nativity which 
blazed from the wintry Milky Way with 
an awesome brilliance and guided the 
Wisp Men to Bethlehem ? Few dues are 
available from the Bible, and certain 
proven scientific data help us to con¬ 
sider some probabilities. 


Four other planets are also easily 
visible to the naked eye. Sometimes, 
two planets may appear to pass very 
dose to one another Such an occur¬ 
rence is called a “conjunction” On 
October 4, 1953. for example, Mai s and 
Venus appeared to be “lused" into a 
single “star”. 

Sixteenth century aslronomei, Johan¬ 
nes Kepler evinced that the Stai ot 
Bethlehem was a conjunction ot Jupiter 
and Satuin. Such a spectacle is rare 
enough to be striking. Mote reliable 
astronomical calculations have, howevei, 
refuted this possibility since this con 
junction was nut a “very dose one’' 
This hypothesis is also negated by tlm 
fact that conjunction of two planets lasts 
only a few hours; the Biblical account 
indicates that the Star was visible for 
severt! weeks, 


Arthur C. Clarke, an enthusiastic 
researcher in this field, put forward an 
other theory, which makes other expla¬ 
nations look commonplace, for it leads us 
to contemplate the most terrifying and 
Astonishing events yet discovered in the 
whole realm of nature. 

Writing in Holiday, an American 
journal, Clarke says: “There are some 
stars, the so-called “novae” or “new 
stars”, that suddenly turn themselves 
into celestial atomic bombs. Such a star 
may explode so violently that it leaps a 
hundred thousands-fold in brilliance 
within a few hours. One night it may be 
visible to the naked eye; the next it may 
dominate the sky. 


“Novae arc routine disasters of the 
universe. Many are observed every yeai, 
though few are near enough to be visible 
except through telescopes. Two or three 
times every thousand years, however, a 
star becomes a supernova; its brilliance 
may increase by a thousand million times 
in the course of a few hours. The last 
time such an event was witnessed was in 
AD. 1604.” 

Another supernova in A.D 1572 was 
so brilliant that it was visible "even in 
broad daylight". The Chinese astrono¬ 
mers recorded one in 1054. Clarke’s 
contention is that the Star of Bethlehem 
was such a supernova If so, we can 
draw some reinaikable conclusions. 

We'll assume that since Supernova 
Bethlehem could be seen by day, it muat 
have been as brilliant as Venus. Going 
by astronomical reasoning, a supernova 
of this brilliance would be 3000 light 
years away That means it had been 
travelling for 3000 years. By the most 
conservative- estimate, as Clarke puts It, 
this “gioat new star” must have shone 
over “thousands ol other worlds" before 
its light reached earth—and to all thoxo 
worlds it appeared “far brighter" than to 
the men it led to Judea. 

If such a supernova appeared to the 
Magi of old, though it has left earth 
far behind in 20 centuries that have 
elapsed since men saw tor the first and 
last time, its light is still flooding out 
through space Its brightness will have 
decreased only by 50 per cent in its 
extra 2000 years of travel. 

Thus, at this very moment, the Star 
of Bethlehem may still be shmmg in the 
skies of countless distant woilUs, a bril¬ 
liant new star, illuminating their entire 
heavens. And it will continue to do so 
for thousands of years to come, as Its 
radiant e ebbs out toward the frontiers 
ol universe. 

While religions claim to owe mankind 
its Good Life, the Sciences owe religions 
their explanations concerning certain 
phenomena which have hitherto been 
considered “mystic” There is no 
such thing in the course ot human 
evolution that cannot be explained. The 
Danikens and the Clarkes, who have 
come under relentless file from "cynical" 
and “bemused" critics for their “half- 
baked” theories, may not have a final 
say in these matters, because the 
Science is, after all, metamorphosing 
pi ogressively 

Bui they have driven their points 
home Anci that is, the Science has 
bettei purposes to achieve and gi eater 
roles to play in the lives of the masses, 
than say, the Neutron Bomb. 

G. A. EASWAR 
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The first signs of gum trouble 



Plaque Tartar Bleeding gums 

is the invisible film of collects at the base of Weak and spongy gums 

bacteria that forms , your teeth, irritates your may bleed during 
around your teeth and gums and causes swelling. brushing Although this 

gums all the time Later on, gums and bone may be painless, 

(f neglected plaque may recede causing bleeding gums can lead 

leads to tartar teeth to fall out. to serious problems 


Dentists say 

Regular Brushing of Teeth and 
Massaging of Gums Check 
Gum Troubles and Tooth Decay. 

For proper dental care, brush your teeth correctly and massage 
your gums—night and morning with Forhan’s. And insist on 
Forhan's Double-Action Toothbrush, specially designed to massage 

gums while it cleans teeth. 

—12) I /“Care of your leeih 

VjUm I an< | gums”. A colourful, informative 

troubles \n(y\ I booklet on dental care Please write 
| eac J j‘ yM ■ with 20 P. stamps for postage, to: 

L-.ni, / \fv I Forhan’s Dental Advisory Bureau, 

{ (VA k Post Bag No. 11463, Dept. P148-180, 
troubles In) I Bombay 400 020 

I Mention the language wanted. 
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\ARIETY 


science 


A pain in the neck ? Not for 
much longer 


Physical pain afflicts man and 
puzzles the scientist. But, 
says SOUMYA GOSWAMI, 
we have learnt more about 
pain in the last few years 
than in the previous century. 


P AIN— its causes and its cure- 
has been one of the most baff 
ling puzzles of human life. In the 
last five years, however, scientists in 
America, Britain and the USSR have 
made dramatic bieakthroughs in 
discovering the basic nature of pain. 
The increasingly developing science 
of dolorogy now provides a new 
opportunity for relief from this most 
common and highly diverse cause of 
suffering As a participant at a 
recent international symposium 
remarked, “We have learnt more 
about pain in the ‘last few years 
than in the previous century" 



The working of the electronic pain-killer 


The first and most striking of the 
^series of discoveues about the na 
ture of pain tame when two Ameri¬ 
can specialists, Dr Ronald Melzack 
and Di Patrick Wall, propounded the 
spinal gate theoiy This established 
that the intricate network of nerves 
which convey sensations to the brain 
3s composed of fibres of varying 
thickness. The large fibres transmit 
tactile impulses. However, it is the 
smaller fibres—which conduct sensa¬ 
tions more slowly—which transmit 
the pam impulses. Both sets of nerves 
converge at the spinal cord, and it 
is there that, according to Melzack 
and Wall, a gate-like mechanism 
exists that usually stays shut to 
block out pain impulses but which, 
when activated by a knock or blow, 
swings open to make us feel pain. 

This discovery has gone a long 
way to explaining how such reme¬ 
dies as ice-packs, massages and even 
acupuncture work to prevent pain. 
Sucn remedies serve to activate the 
large nerve fibres and provide an 
advance guard which shuts off the 
‘pain gate’ before the thinner and 
less conductive fibres, bearing the 
pain, can reach it. 

In practice, this new insight has 
led to the development of a tiny 
electrical device (the size of a fifty- 
paise piece} which, when implanted 
in the akin just above the spinal 

e rd, enables the patient to direct 
yoljay of electrical impulse* into 


the spine from a pocket-sized battery 
transmitter. In the manner of an 
Ice-pack or massage, the electrical 
impulses work on the fat nerve 
fibres and prevent pain from trans¬ 
gressing the ‘pain gate'. The device 
often need not be implanted, but 
(see diagram) is merely held in the 
area of the pain. It has provided 
instant relief in cases of lumbago, 
rheumatic disorders, arthritis ana 
cancer, netting a success rate of 
B0% in cases of acute and 25% in 
cases of chronic pain. It has also 
allowed these and other patients to 
stop consuming massive doses of 
habit-forming drugs and the fear of 
undergoing complicated, expensive 
and possibly unsuccessful surgery. 

Among the areas of its uses, that inr 
which it nas been most gratefully 
received has been In dental surgery. 
Which is the source of untold misery 
for young and old alike. Scientists at 
Leningrad University have produced 
a dentist’s drill which, while opera¬ 
ting, simultaneously transmits a 
weak current through the patient's 
jaw. 


“Our clinical tests showed that 
root-canal work and filling could be 
performed painlessly without anaes¬ 
thetic,” reported Or Peter Newman, 
a neurophysiologist at Leeds Uni¬ 
versity, In England, who inspected 
the device. * 

Until now, the efficacy of drugs 


in controlling pain has been more 
or less disappointing. In what one 
researcher has described as “the* 
biggest drug breakthrough of the 
century”, scientists have established 
that animal and human brains pro¬ 
duce their own pain-killers. Tests ah 
California University showed that 
camels, for example, are so insen¬ 
sitive to pain that they can with¬ 
stand tf knife being plunged into 
their side without feeling discom¬ 
fort The camel's pituitory glands 
Bt the base of the brain have been 
shown to contain a substance which 
has 50 times the potency of mor¬ 
phine. Pigs, too, produce a natural 
analgesic more powerful than mor¬ 
phine, and Dr John Hughes of 
Aberdeen University, in Scotland, 
has demonstrated that this substancd 
also exists in the human brain. He 
has named it “enkephalin’, the Greek 
word for ‘from the brain’. 

Cetrain psychological techniques 
are also being used to help sufferers 
deal with pain. One of these is bio¬ 
feedback. In cases involving migraine 
for instance, biofeedback machined 
can transform the electrical current 
produced by the patient’s facial 
muscles into a loud tone. Within a 
short time, many sufferers learn to. 
reduce the tone by relaxing their 
muscles, and thus end their terrible 
headaches. Hypnosis, too, is being 
used to combat the effects of both 
physical and psychological pain, and 
ipedal pain clinics have now begun 
to appear in increasing numbers in 
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Do not let the body 

T O WHAT extent do people let otheis see and touch 
their bodies’ There are shaip differences in the 
frequency with which people ot diffcicnt societies let 
their bodies come in contact with those of others. 
Among the Latin peoples it is normal to walk arm in 
arm—men with men and women with women—while 
in conversation they tend to come close to each other 
and tap one another on the chest or arm to emphasize 
points But people of Anglo Saxon extraction are 
generally more reserved and feel uncomfortable in 
close physical proximity to each other 

It is the cultural norms in Anglo Saxon countries 
which deprive people of this basu physical experience 
of the human touch. The dog patters, cat strokrrs 
and child-huggers seek what is constantly and poig¬ 
nantly lacking in their social life. 

The customs of ‘touch' and *touch-me out’ are a 
striking example of the tactile sensivity of Hindus to 
sanitation and hygiene, though this has led to one of 
the most depressing social practices—untouchabihty. 
In Hindu society, it is the degree of pollution contra¬ 
cted from human contact, which determines the social 
status of each individual. The maintenance of a mini 
mum distance between castes was thus often insist d 
upon. In 1937, Aiyappan mentioned the following 
distances for several castes in Kerala “A Nayar must 
keep 7 feet fiom a Nambudri Brahman, an Iiavan 
must keep 32, a Churchman 64 and a Nayadi 74 to 


disappear 

120 feet.” 

Ibis is part of the more general proress of a lie' 
nation which is at work in our social system. Our 
bodies tend to disappear, not from the others' gaze, 
noi even from our visions in the mirror, but rather 
fiom our own experience. We tend to lose the capa¬ 
city to see o*ir bodies as vital centres of our being. 
This is consistent with B D Laing’s diagnosis of 
modern man as ‘unbodied’ We have surrendered our 
ability to perceive our bodies as living forms in return 
for the benefits of automation The disfigured appea¬ 
rance of most adults in their thirties and forties 
attests to I he violence to the physique they have 
passively accepted. The ways of living to earn money 
and respectability are often the very ways that des 
troy the awareness of the pulse of life in us. 

The neglect of our physical Forms through igno¬ 
rance, lack of physical contact with others, and the 
abuse of the body in the pursuit of security and 
respectability are all tantamount to the extinction of 
hie As Bernjrd Gunther put it “If everyone massaged 
somebody for an hour evpry day. there would be no 
war ” In a society which fosters the alienation of one 
peison from another, there can be no more direct 
way of reversing that trend than by the physical 
touch, 

SISIR KUMAR HALDAR 


tinue to build on their lesearches 
and findings Who knows, perhaps 
by the end of this century pain 
may have become a strange and 
alien experience for mankind? 


the United States. 

Now that it has been established 
once and for all that pain is not 
merely produced by pain nerves 


which respond automatically to 
knocks and blows, but that it is a 
product of various factois—many of 
whu h are controllable—it is certain 
that doctors and scientists will con 





















NARETY 


chess 


Position No. 7 



IWMta to play - how atioutd th* gamo go? 


Continuation of Position No. 5 
This cams from a game played In West 
Berlin, 1976, between Koutly and Raupp — 
r 7, ppIbBKbO 1 q 1 P2p 1. 2 p5, 8. 8 
PP4PP 4 R 2 K 

If the Bishop on K7 were not there White 
would win oomtortably by R—K7 ch, so he 
plqys 1 B—88 KxB or 1 OxKtP 

2 B x B 

2. R—B1 oh B—B4 3. QxP QxKIP if 

3 , K -Ktt, 4 R x B and mate is innvttablo 
eg 4 R—K01 5 Q~KO ch. K- R2. 6 
R—R6 ch 

4. RxB ch, resigns 


An opsrilngs encyclopedia 

The fhrewolume series of openings encyc¬ 
lopedia which Batstords In conjunction with 
the Yugoslav Informs tor Is producing looks 
Ilka s very successful enterprise Many 
accomplished grandmasters and experts 
have contributed to this series and ths 
result has been a happy one 


Volume E. edited by Matanovic (468 p 
CIS SO), contains some of the moat popular 
of present-day openings The King’s Indian 
Defence, the Nimzo-tndlan. the Oueen's 
Indian and the Catalan are all to be found 
here The treatment appears to be adequate 
and the format Is certainly attractive I sea 
that the brags Is 35,000, which Is a vast 
number for a book of this kind and price, 
but It In no way disappoints the student and 
win be read avidly by alt the keen young 
players who take to chees from the age of 
two and are In their decline when In their 
middle twenties 

It sea m ed to ms a useful exsretsa to taka s 
recent asm# that started off with the Rubin¬ 
stein line of the Nimzo-lndlan Defence 
(always the trickiest for transpositions) end 
see how it was daalt with In the encyo- 
loptdl* 

Whits. L Portisch Black- J Tknman 
Wlfk-aarvZee ’1978 

I. P—04, Kt—KB3, I. P—QB4, R-K3, 3. 
Kt—QB3, B—KtS; 4. P—K3, P—84. *, 
B—03, Kt—B3;S. Kt—S3, B x Kt ch, 7. PxB. 
8—03; S. 0-0, P—K4, t. Kt—02 Ths 
encyclopedia gives 9. Kt—KtS as the main 
Una For Porttsch’s move 1 had to go to note 
42 

9.. . BPxP. here the encyclopedia gives 
0.., KPx P; and I pursued the oomperleon 
lit the hope of getting a transposition but In 
tact two did ne« occur and the enoyctopedia 
continued 9 . . KPxP; 10 KPxP, PxP; 

II. R-K1 Ch, B—K3; 12. PxP. KtxP; 
18. B—Kt2, with rather the better gams tar 
Whits. 

Back to the game which went S.., BP x P; 
10. BPxP, PxP; 11. PxP, KtxP; 12. 


R—Ktl ch. Kt—K3.13.8—TO. and this looks 
rather better for White than the line In the 
encyclopedia 

The game continued 13 . . 0—0 14 . 

Kt—KI3, 0-02, IS. R—K3, 0—63, 16 . 
BxP, R—Ol, 17 . B—K8 Kt—02,18.0—RS. 
P—KR3, 10 . B—Kt2, UxP ch, ML KxO, 
Kt—B5 Ch. 21 . K—Ktl, KtxO, 22 . R-OI. 
R—61. 23 . B—TO, R-OI, 24 . B—Kt2, 
R—B1. 28. B—TO., fl—Q1, M. B—KB5 
KKt—B3. 27 . B—K7, R—Kl, 24 . B x KKt. 
KtxB, 29 . RxR ch. KtxR 30 R—08, 
K—B1, 31 . BxB, resigns 

HARRY GOLOMBEK 


bridge 


THIS DEAL from a match between Austria 
and Switzerland provided an Intarestlng 
exercise m the calculation of chances 
There was also a sling in the tall 


Dealer South Game all 


* K 5 4 

V O J 9 6 2 

4 4 

* 0972 


* J S 7 6 2 
V A 8 4 

4 10 6 

* 10 5,3 

N 

W E 
8 

* A 

tr 7 

4 AQJ9852 

* A K J 4 


* 0 10 9 3 
ft K 10 5 3 
4 K 7 3 
*66 


Tha Swiss pair reached Six Diamonds by 
this routs 


SOUTH 

NORTH 

24 

2NT 

34 

3* 

4* 

44 

4NT 

54 

64 

psM 


West led the Queen of hearts, won by 
dummy’s Ace With a sight of all tha cards It 
Is clear that a diamond finesse doee all that 
Is required, but la H right to finesse In 
diamonds rather than clubs? 

Ths lead of 4 10 at trick two wtns ths 
contract when East has the King - unless he 
hat Kxxx. If the finesse falls, there Is still 
the possibility of dropping ths Queen of 
dubs in two rounds To pick up 4 K is 
about a 45 per cent chance To drop a 
singleton or doubleton Quean M about a 1 
in 6 chance This last chance op er ates only 
within the zona whan tha diamond finesse 
has failed, ao tha total chanoa of this line of 
play is In tha region of 54 par cant 

The alternative it to lead a low dub to the 
Jack at trick two This wNt be good enough 
whan East holds not more than three dubs 
indudlng the Queen, about 27 per cent One 
must add to this the occasions whan the 
dub finesse will loss but South wtH be able 
to enter dummy with * 10 and still taka tha 
diamond finesse Finally, tha oontract may 
still be made when East holds * Q x x x and 
the trump position la of a certain kind 
Without going Into all tha figures, I estimate 
that there la Imta to choose betw e e n the two 
lines of play. 

In the match the declarer adopted the 
second line The Jack of dubs lost to the 
Queen, but ha subsequently entered 
dummy with * 10 and ran 4 10 success¬ 
fully 

Note, however, that It would have been 
fine play (and not Impossible on the bid¬ 
ding) for Weal to refuse to win with the 
Queen of dubs Suddenly the contract 
becomes bnpoeetolsl 


TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


I What are tha throe components 
of gunpowder ? 

5 Which Is the oldPst college in 
Oxloid Umversily ? 

3 Roger Bannister was the lukt 
to break to the four-minute mile 
barrier Who was the second ? 

4 What is the study of hotoloav 7 

5 In which country of the United 
Kinqdom is the famous race course 
of Epsom ? 

6 What is the more famibar name 
of uranium oxide, the ore m which 
radium was discovered ? 

7 Pick the odd one out Sas- 
hantu Court Chalo Aho Baby, 
Sokhatam Binder, Ghasi Ram Kot- 
wal Party 

8 Which revolutionary band in the 
USA has a seven-headed cobra for 
its symbol 9 

9 In China who founded the 
Kuonunlanq Party ? 

10 Who ik commonly teferrud »o 
as the Father of History ? 

II A sauce has its baktc in¬ 
gredients peppei, salt, oil, vneaa* 
and the yolk of eqq boa'en to¬ 
gether What Is it called ? 

12 By what name 13 Sakti Naram 
Raju better known ? 

13 What Is the Haber process 
used for ? 

14 What is the difference between 
a reollca and a copy ? 

15 Which Hollywood film star 
came to be known as the Sheik ? 
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'RSS has become stronger 
in the past one year' 


The Janata Party treasurer. C. B. 
CUP I A, fepls that there ts no poll 
tical instability m the country. Unity 
among Congressmen of all hues 
would be oppnrtunufm, he told 
COPAL MISRA m Lucknow recently. 


Q: Do you think there la any 
possibility of the former Congress¬ 
men scattered around in different 
political Parties coming together 
under your or Mr Desai's leader¬ 
ship ? 

A: I hud already explained my 
viewpoint following the visit of Mr 
K. C. Pant. Mr Pant had propound¬ 
ed the idea of all former Congress¬ 
men coming under one umbrella. I 
did not agree with him. It would 
not be a coherent group, but an 
opportunistic alliance. 

Q: When political atabClity la 
threatened, what else would be an 
option to aave the Party? 

A: What do you mean by an 
option ? I do not think that there is 
any political instability in the coun¬ 
try ' or the Janata Party. If you 
think the resignations of a few lead¬ 
ers will shatter the Janata Party, 
you arc definitely mistaken. The 
resignations from the ruling Party 
are not a new thing. They happened 
in the past, but could make little 
dent. The bogey of all the former 
Congressmen coming together is 
being raised deliberately by those 
who want to divert people’s atten¬ 
tion from the burning issues of 
today. 

Q: But you are also being men¬ 
tioned among those who are for the 
Congressmen coming together? 

A: My name is being dragged 
in by the Socialists, like Raj Narain 
and Madhu Limaye, to defame me. 

Q: Is It true that the present 
crisis in the Party has threatened 
the very existence of the Janata 
Party ? 

A: “Maine kni theka nahin le 
rakha hat chalane ka" (I have not 
taken a contract to run the organi¬ 
sation). If they want to wreck the 
Janata Party, they can try. They 
want to grab the reins of the new 
organisation by raising as much 
funds as possible, throwing all the 
political norms to the winds. 

This manner of fund-raising by 
the so-called Socialists in the name 
of kisaiis has certainly undermined 
the prestige of the organisation, but 
they too have emerged as power- 
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hungry politicians. And with this 
image, they certainly cannot break 
the organisation. Even their sup¬ 
porters are reluctant to join them 
in this ‘harakiri’. 

Q: How will the Janata Party 
survive, when its constituents are 
pulling In different directions? 

A: I.must assure the people 
that Janata Party is not going to be 
wrecked by the so-called Socialists 
and some casteist politicians, who 
just want to befool the masses by 
either raising socialistic slogans or 
slogans in the name of klsans. To 
these Socialists, the kisans are only 
those who own large plots of land. 
They are not kisan leaders, but lead¬ 
ers of kulaks—the land-owning vest¬ 
ed interests of countryside. To re¬ 
main in power and authority, these 
leadeis are trying to raise funds for 
their own political ends. Also, they 
are indulging in “ghatakvad", 
undermining the broad interests of 
the Party and the people. 

This must be clear to those who 
think that they are the backbone of 
the organisation that the Janata 
Party was voted to power by the 
people against the dictatorship of 
the former Prime Minister, Mrs 
Indira Gandhi. If somebody wants 


to remain in a fool’s paradise, 1 can¬ 
not help. 1 cannot deny that “gha- 
takvad" in the Janata Party has un¬ 
dermined the prestige of the orga¬ 
nisation. Even so, the Party is go¬ 
ing to survive, I have little doubt 
about its future. 

Q: Do you think there is any 
danger of an RSS takeover of the 
Janata Party? 

A: It is true that the RSS ele¬ 
ments in the organisation have be¬ 
come stronger during the last one 
year. As you know, Mr Charan 
‘Singh’s Party, Bharatiya Lok Da) 
(BLD), was an organisation for fan¬ 
ning up caste-feelings for political 
ends and also it was only a one-man 
sh^w. The RSS-backed former Jana 
Sangh made an alliance with Mr 
Charan Singh and after him his fol¬ 
lowers weie to join their camp, as 
they were not ideologically 'rained. 

1 cannot say that they are not 
trying to capture the Party machi 
nerv. But it will not be possible for 
them. Morarji has already taken a 
strong stand. These people cannot 
face the elections, despite being a 
cadre-based organisation. 

Q: As treasurer of the Janata 
Party, fund-raising is your respon¬ 
sibility, how are others active in 
this? 

A : They are raising funds to fan 
up “ghatakvad” in the Janata Party. 
Do you want me to name them ? 
They are already well known—the 
so-called kisan and Socialist leaders. 
They are thoroughly dishonest and 
have not yet given an account of 
the money given to them by me, a* 
treasurer of the Janata Party. In 
fact, these self-styled Socialists are 
against me—the bogey raised by 
them that I was behind the move of 
bringing all Congressmen under one 
flag is part of a conspiracy to de¬ 
fame me. 

It was Raj Narain who had oppos¬ 
ed the inclusion of the Party’s trea¬ 
surer in the Janata Party’s parlia¬ 
mentary board. He did it deli¬ 

berately to keep me out of the 
Party’s top decision-making body. 

Q: How do you propoee to fight 
the RS8 lobby u the Janata Party, 
when they are trying to capture the 
lower level of the Government 

machinery ? 

A: There is one weakness among 
them. Although they are a cadre- 

based organisation, they have no 

guts to face the people. The mem¬ 
bership drive alone will not take 
them to the desired destination. 







Krackjack-a national weakness 



p.c.Sorcarjr.and 
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When you have only a moment 
to call your own 
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WILLS FLAKE KINGS 

The kingsize taste 
only Wills can make 
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STATUTORY WARNING CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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Maximum price 
Re 3.80 for 20 
Re 1.00 for 10 
subject to local taxes 
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On thn occasion ol 14th anniversary of Competition Success Review, 
we offer (1) Sensational discount of Rs. 22/- an 1 year Subscription 1 
piut (ii) Books & Diary 1879 worth Rs. 37/- free to the new subs¬ 
cribers of Competition Success Review. General knowledge Today & 
Competition Success Review Bi-Annual. For alternative offers, please 
read the detail here. 


NEWS STAND RATES 


COMPETITION SUCCESS REVIEW 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE TOOAY & 
COMPETITION SUCCESS REVIEW 
BI-ANNUAL. 1 YEAR Re. 87 


COMPETITION SUCCESS REVIEW 
& GENERAL KNOWLEDGE TODAY. 

1 YEAR—Re. 72 


competition 
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snsssEoaBtnELi 

GENERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 

EE MIM l I TOO AY 

competition | 

SlfitCrJ-S review 


Bl ANNUAL 


SINGLE COPY : R». T-SO 1 YEAR Rs 36 

Subscribe Now &'$ove Rs. 22.00/Rs. i7M0/Rs. 8.00 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT COUPON 

Please enrol me as subscriber for Competition Success Review, 
Genaril Knowledge Today and Competition Suttees Review Bi-Annual 
at a concuss ionel rats of Ri, 65 for one year instead of nows stand 
rots of Rs. (7 or Competition Success Rsview A General Knowledge 
Today at e concessional rote of Rs. 56 far one year Instead of the 
regulor rato of Rs! 72 or Compttilloa Seccass RtvioW at a conces¬ 
sional rote of Ri. 28 for one year instead of regular rata at Rs. 36. 

I have sent Rs. 85/-. Rs, 51/-, Rs. 28/- M.O, No... 

i Dated.to Competition Review Pvt. ltd .604 ftabhat 

Kiran. Rajindra Plata, New Delhi-110 008. 


ADDRESS. 


COMPETITION SUCCESS REVIEW 
1 YEAR -Re. 36 


BOOKS WORTH Rs, 37 

to the subscribers of all the. 
three magazines COMPETITION 
SUCCESS REVIEW, GENERAL 
KNOWLEDGE TOOAY & COM¬ 
PETITION SUCCESS REVIEW 
BI-ANNUAL 1979: DIARY 1979 
Rs. 12/- Indian Political Dyna¬ 
mics Rs, IS/- Genarat English 
Rs. 8/-GerKfhian Thought Rs. 4/-. 


Kindly add R s.2/- for deapatch ol Free Books by Reco rded Delivery 
y—H Valid Until October 2. Iftt* 


BOOKS WORTH Rs.24 

to the subscribers of both the 
magazines COMPETITION SUC¬ 
CESS REVIEW & GENERAL 
KNOWLEDGE TODAY: DIARY 
1979 Rs. 12/- Genpral English 
Rs. 6/- Prize Winning Essays 
Rs. 6/- 


BOOKS WORTH Rs.18 

to the subscribers of COMPETI¬ 
TION SUCCESS REVIEW only: 
DIARY 1979 Rs. 12/- General 
English Rt. 6/* 

HURRYl 
STOCKS LIMITED 
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'- ; ..-.•>:$ shrug off creases. 

'-*.• I > if^ $ Look good all day. 
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Just what does the Tebilized mark mean? an assurance that the cotton in the. 

Cottons crease easily and stay that way. polyester/cotton blend has been made7* ire^JV^S >. 

That’s why a special process was really crease-resistant. \ ^<os oC ^est e ’\y s N/ 

invented: to make cottons resist creases Look for the Tebilized mark C ^ 

better, and recover from them fast. next time you buy polyester/cottons 

Only fabrics which go through thi* or cottons. You’ll find it on fabrics from ^ 

unique process and meet stringent reputed mills. Arvtnd, Btombay Dyeing, 

quality standards are marked Tebilized. Calico,Lakshmi Vishnu, Maf&tlal, 

Are polyester/cottons really crashproof? Shri Ambica, Tata, Thackersey. 

No unless they are marked Tebilized: 
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Are you fed up with being called 'Shorty', 'Little Man' or even 'Hey you down there'? 

Now for the first time in Asia, a complete step-by-step 



Presenting the NEW HEIGHT method for growing 
taller —whether you're young or old. man or 
woman. No gadgets or strenuous exercises, no 
artificial aids like elevator shoes, no appliances. 
New Height is an all new, scientific method based 
on an exclusive Swiss principle which reactivates 
the whole body. 

New Height is remarkably effective in both men 
and women-has been proved in thousands of cases 
all over Europe Now spend only a few minutes 
each day following the step by step instructions 
In 2 short weeks, measure your height. 

You will find it has increased—perhaps by as 
much as 1$ full centimetres And remember. 

If you do not obtain satisfactory results, we'll 
refund immediately, no questions askpd. 


A TORRENT OF TRIBUTES FROM NEW 
HEIGHT USEflS:- 

“ ldidn't thnk it was possible to gam height, 
But to my delight, New Height helped me to 
keep going until l reached iSscms". S R.K. 
u The New Height course ts wort hits weights 
in gold and more! My life has 
since lgained items, m height ”R H 


Whether it be social success love sports, 
jobs or pleasure, the tall man always seems to 
get there first So act NOW for a new you. 
Tall up rapidly and permanently. Be Teller NOW! 

GOOD FOR LADIES TOO! 


SEND THIS COUPON TODAY 


Better Living Products (Order Oept.NH*) ® 

15 Mathew Roed Bombay 400 004. K 

Yes. I want to be taller Rush NEW HEIGHT for | 
10-day free home trial. If net fully satisfied. ■ 
I may return everything for imoadieie refund 5 
(less postage and forwarding charges ) sy le I 
(Please tick OKappropriate boa) g 

□Send by Registered Post Parcel. I am sending * 
Rs.35 (plus Rs.4 p. % f) by Cheque/Oraft/ I 

IP.O/M.O No.dt.| 

□ Send by V.P.P. I promise to pay postman ■ 
Rs 39 on delivery. ■ 

Name....i.I 

Addris*. ■ 
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Trophox contains proteins ol 
Soyabean which is acclaimed 
as 'Vegetable Meat' and milk protein 
Ask your doctor he will tell you more 
about the five advantages of Trophox 
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^^05. BRETT & CO 




lor 
your 

protein needs 


QUALITY PROTEIN 
Trophox contains a balanced 
mixture of superior 
proteins derived from 
soyabeans and milk 


INTACT PROTEIN 

Intact proteins are more 
efficiently utilized than 
equivalent amounts 
of protein hydrolysates 


NON-SAKEO PROTEIN 

The proteins of Trophox are 
not subjected to high 
temperatures as in baking 
and toasting which impair 
the nutntivt value 


LOW SODIUM 
Trophox can be used wrth 
advantage in protein 
deficiency stateiftssociated 
with oedema 


RICH IN LYStNE 
Effectively supplements 
cereal diets 


SAFE FOR DIABETICS AS TROPHOX CONTAINS NO GLUCOSE OR SUCROSE. 


RAPTAKOS, BRETT & CO. LTD.. Bombay 40Q 026 
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The Marriage Certificate 
from 

Grindlays 

Grindlays A 

Cash Certificates 

The ideal gift AiV 

for happy times. 


On a happy occasion like 
marriage you need to give a 
gift that is as significant as 
the event. An endurable, 
memorable gift. Like Grindlays 
Cash Certificates—good, 
sound, safe investment. 

Grindlays Cash Certificates are 
available for Rs.1000/-, 

Rs. 5000/- and Rs.10,000/-, 
for one, two and three years. 

Come and see us at Grindlays 
for more details. You might 
find you want to. make a gift 
to yourself! 






• 0 


: 

■T/ 





k fM 

m 

iyi 





I Limited 

htypnim* m ** t w ee i dut t m 


ASP/B478/72 



luminous l oweiinoss 
StUui Glow liquid >VGke * if; 

8 exqws'te shades for <i tjlamorous nb«>, 


W$' 




■:W 






pf\V» >r '' V' vc : • 

VVV. -rv* ■ > 


te 


Sheer Silk 

f ; aca Powder and Compact 


A-.'V • ' ■ 


fe. 8 silken shades tor every occasion 

• £•■5 S. 


v*ys**w 


1 


??JiP 


Lakm6 knows! And Lakme 
has created a range of 
beauty aids to flatter your 
looks. • Satin Glow Liquid 
Make-Up: creates a flawless 
complexion as it covers 
up tiny blemishes -imparts 
a luminous loveliness. 

■ Face Powder and 
Compact: silk-sifted for a 
perfect matt finish. 

■ Tantalizing eye make-up: 
makes your every look 
alluring and accents that 
sparkle in your eyes. 

You'll love the way^4__. 
you look. You'll 

love Lakme. 
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Even after mocnlandlng and the birth of a teat 

tube baby, the essential faith In reason has 

not yet grown In man. People 

too often act irrationally. But for the Santals 

in Malda, superstition has resulted in a 

gruesome way of life. Innocent women are executed 

because they are believed to be witches, and 

quack witch doctors are trusted more than 

qualified physicians. P. C. SORCAR Jr. the 

famous magican on whom we ran a cover 

story in April, went to Malda with NIRMAL MITRA on a 

mission to investigate the Santals' life style and convert 

them to reason. 



What are the prospects of 
Lett Parties' unity In 
India? N. JAYARAM and 
SHUBHABRATA BHATTA- 
CHARYA talk to CPI(M) 
general secretary E. M. S. 
Namboodiripad, CPI 
secretary Bhupesh Gupta and 
CWC member Priva Banian 
Das Munshi to get their 
answers. ARUN SINHA 
analyses the role of Left 
Parties in building up the 
peasants’ movements in 
Sihar and UP. 

PARWA SARATHi KAR 
reports on the present state 
of the Naxallte movement. 


A scandal rocked the 
country late In August 
whan the Defence Minister 
•;»ft 4i8iivdn Ram's son Mr. 
Suresh Kumar was 
photographed in compro* 
mlslng positions with his 
girlfriend Spshma Chaudhury. 




on the affair and its 
possible political 
repercussions. What were 
the real: motives behind the 
kidnapping of .the couple? - 


Hanaht Ysmaguchl came to 
Madras as chief Judge of 
the international Karate 
Championship held there 
In AugdSt. VARGHESE 
GEORGE met the maestro 
and discovered that he was 
a strict vegetarian with 
soft, warm hands. 

Arnota other things he Is 
a seeker ffter truth, The 
author recounts the 
maestro's feats, which , 
included onot< the,kilting ol 
a tiger with bare bends. 
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Virtues of womanhood 

it'T’HE Woman's attitude to sex" 
* (August 13) hy Dr. Glrija 
Khanna and Mariamma A Varghese 
is an eye-opener. After reading it 
my esteem for Indian women in¬ 
creased several fold. An Indian 
woman, apart from being an ideal 
wife (and sex partner), is also a 
loving mother, an affectionate sister, 
a kind grandmother and a consi¬ 
derate aunt Unfortunately, in the 
West a woman’s only obsession frhm 
the age of nine to ninety is sex. 

S. Padmanabhan, Madras. 

THE article reminded me of what 
Swaml Vivekananda once said 
“Our women are not so learned, but 
they are more pure.” 

Prafeep Sen Gupta, Digbot. 

I STARTED reading the artlele 
with keen curiosity but ended with 
total disgust—not with the article 
but the women interviewed. Most 
of them displayed tragic sexual 
frustration and tried to cover it up 
with high-sounding sentiments about 
family life, etc. It appears a child 
In the family is the first enemy of 
conjugal bliss, followed by one’s 
profession, one’s personality and 
one’s life style. It is no stoicism to 
have cold sex because it is the nega¬ 
tion of life. 

Sam Daw, Lakhimpur. 

SEXUAL relationships discussed 
In the article are pitifully enclosed 
within the framework of marriage. 
The normal sexual relationship, 
which can also exist outside statu¬ 
tory wedlock, is completely ignored. 
Tor the fulfilment of one’s sexual 
desires one need not necessarily get 
married. 

Caesar Sen, Calcutta. 

SINGLING out women while writ¬ 


ing an article about sex reflects 
short-sightedness. Your policy is 
explicitly sale-oriented; anything 
titillating about women, ana the 
males eagerly buy the magazine 
from the news stands. This is, how¬ 
ever, only a part of the male world’s 
double standards. When a man fails 
to perform satisfactorily in bed, he 
usually blames his poor wife. The 
only book which gives a balanced 
psycho-sexual view of women is Si¬ 
mon de Beauvoir’s Second Sex. 
Swarup Koneti, Cuttack. 

Another look 

StTJOW the Constitution has been 
al abused" (August 13) by A. G. 
Noorani makes an excellent assess¬ 
ment of the provisions of the Indian 
Constitution and the possibility of 
abusing them. The office of the 
Governor illustrates the possibilities 
ot undemocratic manipulations. In 
the light of the author’s revelations, 
a careful revision of the whole 
Constitution is essential. 

G. N. Goswami, Dhubn. 

MR. NOORANI has given misleading 
conclusions. According to him, some 
of the constitutional amendments 
during the Congress regime amoun- 


reflects tod to abuse because they went 

licy Is against the letter and spirit of the 

anything Constitution. He also apprehend* 

nd the the same treatment at the hands of 

nagazine the Jauata Government This is 

is, how- shallow theorising : the Preamble 

i world’s itself expects the Constitution to he 

nan fails dynamic and flexible and not lifeless 

bed, he and rigid. Any change, therefore, 

fe. The aimed at the greatest good of the 

balanced greatest number cannot be called 

n is Si- abuse. The crisis which faces the 

Sex. country today is moral and spiritual 

and not constitutional. 

S. S. Karri, Sdchar. 

Capricious policy 

as MBn 

by A. G. A- G. NOORANI’s "The unclear 
t assess- nuclear future" (August 6) pre- 

e Indian sented an intelligent case against 

ility of the misdirection of the country’s 

of the nuclear policy by the Prime Minister, 

ssibihties In his bid to be remembered as a 

ions. In moral and political leader, Mr Desai 

relations, has sacrificed India’s genuine in 

s whole terests toi the sake oi his whims 
and lads Bui it is strange to find 
the author defending the PM against 
the “sellout” in the first para and 
isleading later accusing him foi the same, 
im, some t>hai>ln Sharma, Ghaziabad 


THF. PM’s assertion that nuclear 


Oppressed and neglected 


‘<OARIJAN massacre in Tamil 
n Nadu” (August 13) was 
shocking. Looking upon attrac¬ 
tive women of the depressed 
classes as sex objects is very 
common in our country. Besides 
being at the base of the economic 
pyramid, Harijans are the base 
of the social hierarchy. Their 
helplessness is further aggravated 
by their tack of proper leadership. 
The emancipated are virtually lost 
to the community. Lala Lajpat 
Rai’s words still ring in our ears: 
"So long as wo have laige class¬ 
es of untouchables in this coun¬ 
try, we can make no real pro¬ 
gress in our national affairs ” 
Maharaj K Haul, Srtnaga*. 

THE lacts mentioned by your 
correspondent in his report are at 
variance at several places with 
other accounts of the incidents 
that had taken place at Villupu- 
ram during the week beginning 
July 23. Your correspondent’s 
account appears to be par¬ 
tial towards Harijans. We arc ail 
sympathetic to the Harijans who 
suffered losses, including loss ot 
lives, during the weeklong "battle 
ot VUlupuram" and we have to 
denounce the caste Hindus of Vil- 
lupuram who took the law into 
their own hands. 

According to the reports Hut 


I read in The Hindu and the 
Mathrubhumt (a leading Malaya 
lam daily) it was not sparked off 
by the encounter between the 
"full-breasted" young Harijan 
woman, Mrs. Sukumaran, and the 
erring, lecherous caste-Hindu ve¬ 
getable seller Kaliamoorthy in his 
shop on July 23. It seems that 
for the past few years relations 
between the caste-Hiodus and 
Harijans jn the town were steadi¬ 
ly deteriorating on account of the 
unlawful and rowdy actions of 
certain Harijans residing in Peri* 
jra colony. This colony of Hari¬ 
jans was the main target of 

recent attacks by the caste- 
Hindus, who, perhaps, had not 
disturbed the life of innocent 
Harijans of the other Harijan 
colonies of the town. It was 
alleged that these antipodal 
Harijans who were residents of 
Periya colony, used to enter"*hops 
and hotels run by caste-Hindus 
and did what they liked. The 

•ante toughs allegedly tease 

caste-Hindu women, best up in¬ 
nocent caste-Hindus, robbed add 
deprived them of cash and valu* 
ables at knife-point, on roads and 
at bus stands when it wgs dark. 
One does not know the truth 

about the reports. Hut jrour 
correspondent is silent. 

K. Govind, Kultipurjom. 









<*b be tubjectod to inf. 
ostecttoa and aafeguarda 


tematkmai inspection and aafeguarda 
only if ibe Super Power* decide to 
ttrnk (Kelt nuclear arsenals ana open 
up their own set-ups for inspection, 
Is correct, it is extremely clever of 
Hie Super Powers to discourage 
developing nations from acquiring 
unclear technology, Such an attitude 
should be condemned by all right- 
thinking nations. 

Anthony Parakal, Bombay. 
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at its worst 


S . M. JOSHI’s talk of social trans¬ 
formation in “Today Bombay, 
tomorrow Delhi,” (August 13) re¬ 
veals hypocrisy at its worst. The 
change of government in Maharash¬ 
tra is a simple case of power poli¬ 
tics. Allotting ten seats in a ministry 
of thirty-four to a group of defectors 
and to allow one of them to head 
the Ministry and to accommodate 
all three Congress (I) defectors in 
the Ministry speaks volumes. If 
this is social transformation, as Mr, 
Tosbi prefers to put it, God help the 
country. Talking about Brahmins, 
M&rathas and non-Marathas will 
only resurrect sectarian hatred and 
group rivalry. Social change does 
not take place at one’s bidding. 
Repressive measures may silence the 
people for some time—it pever 
brings about social change. 

M. Y. N. Attar, Poona. 


TAGMOHAN in his book bland of 
J Truth (August 6) sounds convinc¬ 
ing when he points out the attitude 
of senior officers and their statements 
before the Shah Commission where 
they feigned ignorance of the various 
excesses committed. They passed on 
the bade either to their seniors or 
juhiors. contradicting written records 
and their eaflrlier pronouncements in 
Parliament or to the media. Mr 
Jagmohan logically suggests, recount¬ 
ing numerous cases, that the writing 
of various books on the Emergency 
is not history or instant history but 
a hasty, prejudiced, careless and one¬ 
sided version, spiced by sensatio 
nalism comparable to a “gutter 
inspector's report”. 

KuXdvp Singh, Ranchi. 


Short shrift 
for long jumper 

r PHE report on T. C. Yobannan*s 
* physical indisposition in "People” 
(August 13) was heart-rending. The 
negligence being shown towards this 
sportsman is revolting. In any other 
country, a sportsman of Yohannan's 
calibre would have received the best 
of medical treatment at government 
expense. The Amateur Athletics 
Federation should do something 


about a man who has won ton gold 
medals for his Country. 

Sudip Kumar Dutta, Silchar. 

How dare ! 

rFHE first item in “Humour in real 
1 life” does not quite amuse us. 
The contributor, Krishna K. Seksaria. 
cannot claim it to be her original 
composition. She has smartly copied 
the tail-end of S. J. Acteson’s entry 
from the November 1975 issue of 
the Readers Digest. (Page 34) We 
strnogiy condemn such underhand 
practices and feel the plagiarist owes 
SUNDAY readers an apology. 
Amitava, Salt Lake City. 

Copper cops 

I N "A Word or Two” (August 6) 
Wordspinner suggests that 
“copper” comes from “to cop”. But 
when Robert Peel introduced his 
police force, bis bobbies were supp¬ 
lied with copper chields and oil 
lamps to protect themselves from 
the London thugs. In the absence 
of whistles the policemen would 
hold their oil lamps before their 
polished copper shields to attract 
the other policemen’s attention. It 
is these copper shields that got them 
the name "copper” which was even¬ 
tually shortened to "cop”. 

Joseph P. Joseph , Madras. 


STRENGTH 
& ENERGY 


in every 20-day pack. 



Only OK ASA, with a. high-powered 
combination of 6 bio-chemicals, 6 minerals, 
10 essential vitamins arid rare herbal extracts 
like Ashwagandha and Yohirnbine helps you 
get the most out of life Start on OKASA 
today arid feet the difference yourself. , 




, Available at all leading chamistsi - 
For a free booklet on OKASA write to: 

OKASA CO PVT. LTD. 

Poet Box No. 306. Bombay 400 001. 


"Unorthodox...disturbing...sensual, this is' 
the story ot a man’s essential loneliness 
and his desperate attempt to overcome 
it with an overdose of sex 



SAROS COWASJEE 


^ A brilliant tour de force 

Nlulk Raj Anaml 

► craiy hook—not a novel 

at a II, but just a book, a damn mb' t 
good one Henry Miller VB tj, ^ 

American Novelet 

► Cowasjee knows how to 

tell a itory and handles his PHMhbMvm 
language admirably %- 

Khuahwant Singh _ A: (HV 

► Full of bite ... jw. OF' 9 

The Time*, London W f V JA 

b Entirely original...this 

brilliant novel is a hymn Tj^jiBBIB 

AVAILABLE at all better bookshops 

Write far a FREE copy of Orient Literary Renew 

(S\ ORIENT BkPERBACKS 

VI J Mail Chew Bikhiob. Xaihmart G>i< Oelti, 1100(6 








P.c.sorcar jr. and 
the Malda'Witches 


It was a brigf item in the newspapers. two "witches" had been 
killed in a village in Malda We decided to investigate the story. 
And, we felt, the best person to do so would be P C SORCAR 
Jr, that frank and brilliant magician who has decided to launch 
a war against superstition (he claims his work is an art, and 
there is nothing supernatural about it) Along with him, we 
sent our staffer, NIRMAL MITRA, who has interviewed P. C. 
Sorcar Jr in the past (SUNDAY, April 16). The two brought 
back a fascinating story of the superstitions and prejudices that 
still rule in human minds. And when Sorcar Jr began showing 
the people his art, they almost worshipped him, and called him 
someone blessed with supernatural powers. But P C Sorcar Jr 
does not want to be a godman or a baba, so he came back 
home to Calcutta 



c* T’HE drums beat no more at 

* Naopara in Moregram. A 
/r - N ^ dreadful silence has descended 

\ V. upon this small waterside Santal 

1 > .. hamlet in West Bengal’s Malda 

f district. Behind every adult villa* 

ger’s mind is a nervous fear—of 
k „ civilisation and authority Conver- 

sation revolves around a certain 
court case, and the evening toddy 
session is headier with the apprehension in the air. 

As on every other day, Naopara was peaceful on 
July 9. The women josMed with heaps of husk, house¬ 
wives shuffled paddy In sieves, men toiled in the fields, 
old women cackled and children wailed Life was normal. 
Until Pradhan Kisku, the village schoolteacher, discove¬ 
red he was unhappy. Ever since his fathur had died 
two years ago, he seemed worried Misfortune and suffe¬ 
ring had plagued his family for long and like a few 
others in the village he was not prepared to accept a 
city doctor's explanation for the events. He insisted that 
they were anomalies and the handiwork of vile foksma 
(witches). First, his father Mangal Kisku, who was the 
former adhyakaha (village headman), had died after his 
abdomen caved m. To a city doctor, what would have 
been a symptom of TB was to Pradhan and his friends a 
mysterious and uncommon phenomenon. A few months 
later Pradhan lost his brother. He died “of a very strange 
illness’*. This was followed by the protracted illness of a 
mother and her child The child became emaciated and 
the mother insane. The inference from each case was 
identical. 

the thoughts infuriated Pradhan. He resolved to 
find out the culprits. 

’ There was an old woman, Batan's 90-year-ol<t mother- 
in-law, who had extremely funny habits, She would walk 
around at night and sleep during day. She walked with 
a stick and a hunch that looked particularly menacing. 


she had once been seen by a villager at “two places’* 
simultaneously She was “fiddling’’ with the crops one 
night when the villager saw her, hut as he rushed after 
her, she “vanished”. The villager then ran back to her 
hut and discovered with shock, that she was theie, lying 
on her cot and talking loudly to heiself in sleep 

Another suspect was Gungrey’s 40-year-old mother 


on subtle psychological weaknesses and make objects 
appear ana disappear (There is another woman m the 
village, with supposedly occult powers, a ganakdat (soo 
thsayer), but she is said to work “for good only”) 

Pradhan had long been thinking about these women. 
But the lessons of education ana reason that he had 
imbibed brought him continually into conflict with the 
possibility of their guilt Pradhan is a college drop-out- 
fie had studied in a well-known college in Malda with a 
redoubtable combination of subjects—economics and 
political science. Yet, he could never rid himself of the 
overpowering influence of tradition and superstition So 
he got together his friends and planned a way out. • On 
July 9 Pradhan wound his way to the fields and sum¬ 
moned a hurried meeting of the villagers at a grassy spot 
under the trees. He broached the Issue of their sun 15- 


rings, the mysterious deaths of his own kin and 
ted approaching the village gunm (clairvoyant), 1 


od sugges- 
, Khemkp. 


a stick and a hunch that lool 
12 


particularly menacing. 


The nunfit is treated with respect and awe. His 
judgment Is considered infallible aha meant to be fol¬ 
lowed to the last detail By this time work in the fields 
had come to a halt. All the men had joined the crowd 
and the women and children were watching with excite¬ 
ment from a distance. But Pradhan, aware of the im¬ 
plications, thought it better to have no witnesses. f$ 
he ordered the nyttjmders away. The group slowly walk¬ 
ed across to Khemk**« hut.. It was already nooo H and; the 
midday sun heat hard on their bare bodies. 






The mmm awoke with a start. He winced when the 
group relfted their woes and asked for his advice. He 
never did anything except for a consideration. He 
charged Rs. 60 for any advice he proffered. When 
Pradhan and his friends came to him, he knew he would 
get his money. Obviously, it was something they felt 
strongly about, and no man would. hesitate to pay fur 
relief from en oppressive obsession. He began bis in 
auisition, asking them weird questions about the suspects. 
Finally, he gave his verdict, absolving one of the three 
sheets ana accusing the other two, Gungrey’s m 
id Ratan’s old mother-in-law. The verdict was 
and it had better be respected: “As long as these two 
are alive, your village will suffer and starve," he was 
said to have declared. The villagers got this confirmed 
hy several other ganakdars. They were all of the same 
opinion. 


.. " " "| 'T'HERE is a strong bond of 

v V, j 1. loyalty among the Santals in 

Moregram. No one ever conceives 
of betraying his trust, partly out 
of sympathy and partly out of 
™ fear. Shortly after they paid off 

the gunin, they held a brief con- 
a fcrence at Pradhan’s brother, 

“ Chaodu Kisku’s hut, where every- 

w one present, twelve of them in all, 

swore themselves to secrecy. This would not have been 
necessary in the past when the tentacles of government 
had not reached them, hut it was now. Every now and 
then, there were people from the city coming to their 
villages in search of land and real estate. It would be 
disastrous if they came to know of this. 

The villagers waited until sundown. At about 6 pm 
the twelve of them assembled again at Chandu’s but. 
Each brought an implement of his choice. Some brought 
bricks, others lengths of rope, others sticks and the more 
resourceful, knives and axes. They sat in a circle. A 
messenger was sent to bring the two foksins before the 
tribunal. Not in the least aware of what was going on, 
the two women came to the hut unsuspectingly. As they 
entered, the door was shut on them. Lai, the present 
adhyaksha told them of their crimes and demanded a 
fine of Rs 120 from each of them. Their repeated 
denials and protests fell on deaf ears. But Ralan’s 
mother-in-law was a tough nut. Her 90 years of age 
did not prevent her from calling shame and cursing 
Pradhan and his accomplices for their persecution. 
Gungrey’s mother too began fervently denying she had 
anything to do with the deaths in the village. But 
Pradhan had come to the end of his patience. He in- 
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Chandu Kisku’s hut in Naopara where the tu>o women 
were slaughtered to death: is Life nos mat again? 

murder. This was a full 13 days after the actual in¬ 
cident. The OC telephoned the police and the police 
informed the DM. A detachment of policemen accom¬ 
panied by the ADM then drove to the village and re¬ 
covered the bodies. Seeing the police approaching in a 
jeep, the villagcrj fled but they were pursued and caught. 
A criminal case was filed against them for manslaughter. 
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Pradhan and his friends have since been released on 
bail, but the gunm, suspected to be the arch villain of 
the whole crime, is still in prison. 

The spot where the two women’s bodies were buried and 
the revellers’ remains: palm leaves , a stick for pulling 
the bodies, bidls and an empty match box. 


sisted one last time that they pay for their misdeeds, 
fully knowing they had no money. But Ratan’s mother, 
in-law did not buckle. She cried out ia anger, and not 
for mercy. Pradhan kicked her in the stomach and she 
shrieked out in pain. Soon the other# also fell upon the 
two with their weapons. Repeated assaults failed to 
smother the life and spirit in the two women. They still 
moved and cried for help. Finally, Gungrey’s mother 
and Ratan’s mother-in-law were axed to death. Their 
bodies were wrapped in doth, taken in the dark to u 
distant forlorn spot and buried in an inadvertent corner 
of a paddy field in which crop had grown. A five-foot 
deep grave was dog out and the bodies, one with its 
its head to the east and the other with its head to the 
west, were placed" in it. 

A few days after the incident Gungrey’s father died 
of “an illnessV 


Fakir Rabi Das, a resident of Moregram says, 
"Gungrey was too scared to break the news of his 
mother's murder." Later Ratan’s husband, the old 
Roman’s son who lives in another village, came to pay 
his mother a visit and could not find her. He was then 
told by mi friend about his mother’s murder and the 
burial s yofc. Aghast, tfea man rushed to the nearby BSF 
outpost amf told'the Officer Commanding about, the 
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-—...ijtniEN P. C. Sorcar Jr. and I 

v \, I . VV went to Malda to investigate 
the story we discovered that most 
people in the city {front which 
Moregram is not far) did not even 
<*>.**? know of the incident But when 
told of it they were not surprised 
dgjpa/) "Such things keep happening," 

r said Jogen Chowdhury, a wealthy 

~ . businessman who claims to own 

the Lnd on which Moregram stands The villagers were, 
however, more communicative when we approached them 
for information Fakir Kabi Das was toiling on another 
man's land when we came bv him "Some women in 
the village practise took took (voodooism) They can tell 
from signs, ytiur past, present and future. They know 
spills, by which they are able to suck blood, emanate 
their vi< tims* bodies and drive people crazy " But these 
faksms cannot harm us,” he said, with sweat pouring 
from his forehead, and a very straight face “They can 
only harm the Santals,” he said with disdain. 



Pradhan Kisku, a friend, and Chandu Kisku with the sick 
<hiId and her aunt did killing the witches help? 


Naopara is a small Santal settlement around a pool. 
The Santals’ huts, fifty in all are made of mud, cowdung 
and husk. They are situated in an isolated corner of the 
village, necessatily, foi the Santals are an insular 
people In Moregram they are in a minority, with most 
of the population comprising Hindus and Muslims, 
both of whom look down upon the Santals. The 
Santals, therefore, tend lo cohere and community feel¬ 
ing among them is strong So is their adherence to 
tradition When we approached Naopara, people began 
fleeing from sight Children gave* out cries in surprise 
and housewives stood apprehensively at their doorsteps 
A local inhabitant, Nanaa Saha, whom we had taken as 
our guide, then spoke to a couple of men It appeared 
there were some people in the hut we had come to, 
Chandu Kisku’s hut, but on seeing us they had fled, 
thinking us to be tbe police. We waited an hour for 
them to return, but to no avail. Finally, we decided to 
look M them on out own. 

We were at Chandu Kisku’s hut where the two 
women were slaughtered about a month ago. Our pre¬ 
sence there was instantly suspicious. It was 5.30 in the 
evening and the men were due back from work Shortly, 
Nanda and a local friend of his pointed to a small figure 
bearing a plough in the distance It was Pradhan Kisku 
returning after the day's work We studied his reactions 
closely At our sight his pace slowed and he finally 
stopped and turned about Soon he began retracing his 
steps, looking down in deep thought He was joined by 
another person, who, we were told, was his brother 
14 


Chandu. #e dfc not wait for them «ofi made our way 
to the open space under a iiple of palm trees they 
were ar cs inching. It was the viuefe meeting place, mi 
they must have known what was on their hands, for they 
had already gathered at the spot. 

As expected, we were received bv cold, frightened 
stares. With a twitching face and big eyes, Pradhan 
and Chandu heard what we had to say. Obviously, they 
could not be trusted to tell 14s the full truth about the 
killings, with a court case in progress. But we listened 
to them. Said Pradhan- "My father had died after hit 
abdomen began caving in. Sometime inter my brother 
died. Later, a mother and child relapsed into a strange 
illness. The Uttle girl grew thinner and thinner and the 
mother went mad. Ail the ganakdars of the village 
attributed these mishaps to the two foksnu u “So you 
killed them," we saia “Yes,” he replied nervously. 
"Are you happy with the two now dead?" we asked. 
Looking up triumphantly, Pradhan said* "Oh yes. There 
is peace. There are no more troubles” 

Then we put a taunting question “Do you not feel 
guilty for having committed a murder 9 Does your con¬ 
science not prick you?” Pradhan panicked. Mr Sorcar 
and I looked at each other and around. The villagers 
had gathered around us in a circle. Among them we 
spotted the most well built, a six footer who we were 
later told was the adhyaksha, Lai. And he looked very 
uncomfortable Pradhan was discussing the query we 
had put to him in an undertone with his brother Chandu 
Undecided what to say, he shook his head in denial. 

He must be feehng terribly guilty about the killings 
for one of the two women, Gungrey's mother, was his 
own cousin and the other was his father’s aunt. His 
feeling of guilt was all the more apparent when he con¬ 
tradicted what he had said about peace in the village' 
"After the deaths my boudi's (sister in-law’s) breasts have 
stopped laitating. It is the work of the dead Jokrtns 
They are seeking revenge upon me. Their ghosts still 
haunt us It may quite possibly also be the work of 
another foksrn whom we did not kill ” He was referring 
to the third suspect whom the puntn had absolved. But 
he insisted “The village is happy now. There is one 
more foksm, but her influence is still not strong.” 

“Shortly after this incident, another foksm was killed 
in the Habipur thana area,” one of the group said in 
vindication. “Those men are still in jail." 




■ \ INCIDENTS of this kind are not 

\ 1 uncommon in Malda but there 

^ has been a phenomenal rise in 

\ X them this year. On August 7 at 

I n; four in the morning Bosu Sorang, 
> ^ his brother Bisu Sorang and two 

7 -C- others marched Into the local 

■t r JMrWmi r-'f~ station at Gajar and declar- 
ed proudly that they had on the 
previous night killed two witches, 
Mahesh Tudu and his widowed sister Bilku Tudu. 


Subsequent investigation revealed that the murders 
might have been motivated hy revenge. Bosu Sorang 
had once bad a fight with the Tudus, after which Bilku 
Tudu had cursed Bosu that “his family would perish and 
his two sons would die”. Perchance. Bosu’a two sons 
fell ill. Distrustful as he is of dty doctors, be did not 
take them to one and they eventually died. (The third 
son was still 111 at the time of writing.) 


This shocked Bosu. Ho ceiled a conference of ell tile 
adults in the village and decided to ask the local gunbu 
whether the two fokttns, actually Me enemies, were 
behind the mishap. Tbe punks replied in the affirmative 
and got a fee for It A BttLaha, whic’i is actually a ritual 
connected with a sexual offence, wee held: Along stick 
of bamboo with a bunch of uprooted plants tied to its 
end was waved in the air. This bring a signal for im- 

stt sx&’Sfe ‘sMiS'ii’ins 

friends street slsatfttrin, 0 tfSoT^ 



"We arrested *)) of them and they are stilt ui 
prison," raved dapper, mustachioed Somenatb Mitra, 
sub-inspector at the Matda police station. When asked 
Where such incidents were more frequent, he answered 
“they are most common in the Habipur thana area 
There ate more Santals and more fokstns there than 
anywhere else in Malda." Listening to us, anothei 
police officer at the Matda police club was reminded of 
his days in Coochbehar “It is fealty amazing this 
practice of killing people out of superstitious notions. 
When I was posted in the Toofangunge police station in 
Coochbehar, one day a burly Santa! walked into the 
thana wielding an axe in one hand and holding a woman’s 
severed head m the other. With great pride, he announ 
ced that do sooner had he an inkling that the woman 
was a fokam than he hacked off her head." 



Nutu Chondhuii— this way the patient shall get better 
The woik will hnv« to be done with the loimula of 
Numbers i hi' „w«ik shall have to be done on 
Suturdiys and luisdjys alter eight at night The 
day on which the woik will be done, the head of the 
household and the ojha shall be oil last 


1) Knlomanik buds—16 

2) Needles-16 

3) Blood red chmaroses—16 

4) Red thread—16 cubits 

5) Sticks of a boat—lb, and a little water from a 
capsized boat 

6 ) Soil from the bed of a astern 

7) Water of a north bound river 

8 ) Mustard seeds—half a kilo 

9) Liquor— one chatak 
JO) One packet vermilion 

11) Unboiled rice and a little fresh milk 

12) An amulet of eight metals for the patient. 


Thu it tt ur prescription ffotu Choudhuri gave to Binay 
and Mott is its literal translation. Above left: Btnay’s 
new mhd, Knoka Charon Singh. The man is an outsider 
to Dafuhin Bhatra. bvi is treated as an honoured guest 
He h at tpent a whole lifetime as an ojha, dealing mih 
cams Hke Steals. 


A PART from killing alleged 
witches, there are other per 
nictous practices, beliefs and in 
stitutiens prevalent among the 
Santals in Matda One victim of 
these is Binay Kumar Rai of 
Odkshm Bhatra village Woiking 
m i he fields one dav, a piece of 
broken metal pierced h ,s big toe 
Such ruts are common because 
the village is are always barefoot The nearest doctor’s 
clinic fiom Dakshin Bhatra is miles away. The villagers 
have no piovisions of medicine for an Emergency and 
do not rely on doctors fiom the city They havfe their 
own ways of tieating cuts and bruises So Binay was, 
treated with heibs and leaves resurrected from the 
jungle The cut got worse He fired his ojha (witch 
doctor) and got himself another The pain increased and 
the toe got more and more swollen This time he 
decided to make the long trip to the city Holding on 
to his friend and lather, Binay limped into Dr Mahmud's 
clinic in Malda and learnt that he had gangrene On 
asking what that meant, he was told his foot was rott¬ 
ing away and if he did not have it amputated, he could 
become a leper Leprosy, to a villager, is a dreaded 
disease, surely fatal Binay was tonified Unable td 
believe a small cut could risult in such a cruel end, he 
went to another doctor, Dr P K Ghosh of Magdhapur, 
known to be the best in town, only to receive Confirma¬ 
tion of what he had learnt Another doctor, Dr B L. 
Bandji, too said the same A panicky Binay then 
begged the doctors to save him But the fear of pro¬ 
curing an astionomual sum of money, and having his 
big toe rut disenchanted him 



He returned home to ponder the courses open to him, 
not at all worried about which was safer In the end, 
he again fell prey to superstition He went to one 
Panditji in the Chakalia thana of West Dinaipur who . 
recommended him to an ojha, Nstu Choudhuri After 
an instant mental diagnosis, the ojha compiled a list of 
12 substances which would have to be consumed or app¬ 
lied to the wound, including such things as water from 
a sunken boat, ten cubits of red thread, and, most 
vicious needles Needless to say, the ‘medicine’ serious¬ 
ly aggiavated the condition of his foot and made it the 
greasy iness it now is He was under the treatment of 
Natu Choudhuri for about fopr months and has since 
been under the care of his present ojha, Khoka Charon 
Singh of Aatash in Gangarampur, who he seems satisfied 
with Yet, he still holds Panditji in great esteem 
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"Panditji's mao is known to be effective. To be honest, 
he Was good. It is possible that his prescription did 
'mot work «n me because I had not'followed all his in¬ 
structions meticulously. 1 remember he told me never 
to visit a house in which a death had occurred recently 
during my treatment. But I did, 1 had been to a 
relative's house where an old woman bad died a few 
weeks back. Panditjfs man really has remarkable 
powers. He can catch thieves and solve all yOur pro¬ 
blems." [Funnily, Panditji himself had nothing to do with 
these Teats’.) '‘And he also has a licence to operate/ 
said Binay after looking around. Mr Sorcar and 1 ex¬ 
changed looks. “Only one berb Natu Choudhuri gave 
me has worsened my state,” be said after consulting a 
book. 

The day before Binay was talking to us there nad 
been a conference among the villagers in Oakshin Bhatra 

S to discuss the cause of his state. The villagers saw no 
teason why Binay should not have been cured after being 
ttested by four ojhas They are convinced evil forces 
are -preventing his recovery The insinuation, naturally, 
is to a foksm. The choice of dubbing a woman a foksm 
in Dakshin Bhatra is limited because there is only one 
old woman with abnormal habits. Fortunately, this time 
the word got around fast and the woman, old Badhi Rai, 
knowing what had happened in nearby Moregram, fled 
in the night to her son’s in laws’ bouse in Parbatta. 
Binay is convinced she is guilty “She cast a bad spell 
on me and with that my wound bas worsened,” be said 
reflectively. 



IT T * A" 

Thu emaciated child was allegedly a victim of witches' 
•spells. Holding her ts her aunt; was it the witches ? 


Malda’s District Magistrate Mr R. K. Prasannan is 
a suave, chubby cheeked, unhurried man in bis early 
forties He spoke to me from his exclusive world 
behind a large, glass topped desk with some files at one 
end and a troublesome telephone at the other. Behind 
him was a window which opened above a noisy, dingy 
tanarketplair Outside his door was a long bench for 
'waiting visitors, most of whom would be lucky to get a 
prompt audience with him Answering a query about 
the killing of witches, he replied. ‘‘We discussed it 
with the Tribal Welfare Officer. This thing happens 
quite often Why, only yesterday we had another such 
case ” But when pressed for details, he could not say 
anything off the cun'. He tang up for the Tribal Welfare 
Ofnrei, Mi J C Kuadu, who shortly joined us 

“What measures have you taken to combat the 
menace 7 ” I asked Mr Prasannan. “We have no way 
of dealing with this problem exclusively. But there is 
. an unofficial team of social workers who go from village 
to village, helping solve the people’s problems, led by 
a competent extension worker, Mr Philip Embram, a 
Santal himself.” “And thus he Is very effective," in¬ 
terjected Mr K. L. Mukherji, the Settlement Officer 
who was also among us “The social workers of the 
Tribal Welfare Department too are good chaps and are 
also themselves Santals They hold reorientation camps 
for the iTUlagers occasionally which provide social 
education. But the camps are actually aimed at imple¬ 
menting ail Government measures like protection of 
bargadars, etc," the DM said. “Last week we held a 
camp at Bamongola Here, the villagers themselves 
complained of the murder of an old woman suspected 
| to he a foksm,” said Mr Kundu. 

Mr Prasannan told us that apart from reorientation 
camps, adult literacy classes are held in the villages 
and the trfbals are encouraged to go to schools. "Some¬ 
times Santals leave the whole area. Migration among 
them was frequent m the past, but after they developed 
landed interests, it is less now” When I told the 
district magistrate that Pradhan Kisku had studied upto 
third year in college, he yvas astonished, and more when 
he learnt that Pradhan bad given Ratan’s mother-in-law 
the first kick. 


it was found that he had beaten the woman to protect 
the children, to whom she was allegedly cruel. Yet 
he is not sure about the truth of this version “Per¬ 
sonally, I think the man wanted the woman’s house.” 

When I asked the district magistrate if he kept any 
record of these incidents he replied flatly: “No. 
Actually, there has never been such a case in the past 
two to three years ” “But I notice that the tradition 
of witchcraft here is strong,” I retorted. “There is no 
evidence that it is an organised practice,” he insisted 
Yet he fully realises the magnitude of the crimes amt 
the human relationships involved. “The janguru or 
gumn is an institution in himself lie misleads the 
villagers into believing that certain characters are les 
ponsibte for their sufferings and they go out and kill 
them." His concern was suitably contrasted by Mi 
Mukherji's complete ignorance about the events. When 
I spoke about the double murder in Naopara, Mr 
Mukherji denied knowledge of it completely, although 
the incident had been widely publicised in the papeis 
“When _ did it happen? Where else are such things 
happening?” he asked me in bewildeimeot 

F ROM what Mr Sorcar and 1 
found in our treks through 
the villages, there are much more 
than criminal motives to the 
murders The stories we heard 
about witches at several villages 
concurred m detail, and prove 
that witchcraft is definitely practis¬ 
ed to an extent. There is a 
, „ , — woman in Moregram who 

eialise* in telling your past, present and future. But 
she only entertains cheats behind closed doors Among 
the Santals there is a whole body of beliefs which 
supports such occult practices, They however tend to 
Classify the ‘initiated’ Into the 'good’ and the 'bad'- an 
innocuous ganakdar or white witch may be turned into 
a black witch or foksin, the deciding factor often being 
human relationship. The fact remains that all the 
foksaw, gunins, ganakdars and ojhas belong to the same 
Ilk. If is only human fancies and prejudices that 
attach to them labels of virtue and vice. 



“ But Mr Mukherji was not satisfied; "Often there Their power to take lives by spells or tricks is out 
are other motives behind the murders,” he said, at of the question, says Mr Sorcat, himself a dabbler in the 
which ,Mr Kundu came up with an example: ."At occult, apart from being a professional magician Con- 
Rangafflati in Old Malda, a woman with two or three sidering the harntlessnnss of the witches and the 
children was-, almost kilted tty bar father-in-law. Later villagers* deep-seated malevolence toward them (the 
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witches nte all cynics) we derated to try and persuade 
the villagers about, the folly of their beliefs, Mr Soicar 
has hte own ‘Way of going about such work. When we 
had heard- Fr&ahan Kisku’s story about the killings in 
Moregram, Mr Sorcar out his hand on Pradhan’S'should- 
er and spoke to him m very gentle terms: "There is 
no need to kill to escape suffering. The next time you 
have a problem In your village, go to the authorities or 
the police. They will help" Pradhen listened with 
unease The words seemed to have bttle effect on him 
Only when Mr Sorcar showed the crowd two magic 
tricks—one with a handkerchief with which he tied live 
tight knots and then made the knots ‘disappear’, open¬ 
ing the banderkerchief m ope movement tend another 
with a coin which he palmed causing it to ‘disappear’-- 
were there raised eyebrows and subdued smiles of 
wonder As soon as we left, they went into agitated 
discussion 1 

Mr Sorcar’s mission in Dakshin Bbatra was more 
successful When we first approached Binay Kumar 
Rai, the man with gangrene, he was suspicious and 
angry But as we coaxed him into giving us the story 
of his wound, he was convinced about our bonafldes In 
the beginning it was difficult persuading him to go to a 
doctor. "I do not usually go to doctors. It does not 
help It's okay with the ojhas I am much better with 
this ojha The pain is much less." 

Our attention turned to the ojha who was sitting 
near Bmay’s feet “You are treating Binay’" we asked. 
“Yes," he said “He has been treating me for the past 
11 days," Binay said “What is Bmay’s disease?" we 
queried the ojha “Well, such things are like leprosy," 
he replied with a smile, amused at this challenge to his 
knowledge "How do you treat him’” we persisted At 
this he only mumbled, hesitated and fell silent 



The surroundings ht the villages provide May ewer for 
the Santa Is 1 obscure practices. 


them, that he was no god and every man is a master 
of himself. Mr Sorcar gave Binay a doctor’s name and 
Binay assured us he would go to him. Three hour* 
later, it was dark and Rimy's father was still following 
us, although we were in a boat in the middle of a 
rfver. 


Our short interview with the ojha upset Binay and 
bis father They were not convinced by the ojha's 
replies and themselves began grilling him Soon they 
discovered that he kept three separate identities* 
“Khoka Charan Singh", "Jajendra Nath Singh" and, as 
he was known in Dakshin Bhatra, “Sadhu Charan Singh" 
Mr Sorrar then spoke at length to the villgaers about 
the futility of resorting to ojhas. The ojha looked away 
and smiled 

When we left Dakshin Bhatra, Binay was in tears 
and his father dropped at Mr Sorcar’s feet, calling him 
repeatedly "God in man’s apparel". Binay begged for 
help to cure his foot. M r Sorcar said reassuringly to 

Only the children are happy in Naopara. Little do they 
know that they are the worst vkttm of superstition: 
the world ts far behind 
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' Ti/E believe what we had tc- 

k vV complished was more thad 

^ what any number of village 

^ orientation camps could have 

. achieved in a year. One reason 

was the potential of magic to 
convince; Most of those to whom 

wa tnrklcA hurl Man Mr Wrar An 


we spoke had seen Mr Sorcar on 
stage in a series of shows he Ksd 
/IiVy* — held there several months ago, 
The other was our intimate and personal approach to 
the tnbals’ problems. But surely, centuries' old practices 
cannot be eliminated in one sweep. The feet that 
Pradhen Kisku had an issue of SUNDAY in his hut 
cannot make any difference, really: 

The Adivasls, unlike the, Harijaps, are extremely 
poor and are subject to a particularly savage form of 
exploitation. They work all day on other people's land 
for as little as Rs 2-3 per day. They live on rice, a few 
vegetables and toddy and their general health is very 
poor (which explains the illnesses). Even when they are 
spared from the fury of nature, they lead a precarious 
existence. The situation resulting from a flood or crop* 
failure can well be imagined. Shortly after we returned 
from our trip. Malda and Murshidabad districts Were 
inundated i>y overflowing rivers. 


Bat is there say alternative? Poverty and the appeal 
of instant relief are the two most important factors in 
the popularity of tribal beliefs. The fiantals do not 


’TVi-Ml iT-M<ii>lii4M(im<lu 


t-ii-x mm i m i' 


so resort to traditional forms of redress. They realise 
there is no place for them in civilisation. Frankly, it 


hart us to think of how n 
their lives when we had no 


rudely 
o busk 


r we had intruded upon 
ness to. 



But perhaps the Santais only ‘share something ht 
common with most Indians. In a country where mlulons 
fawn to ‘babas', including elected representatives of the 
people, and where a football match watched by cruras 
gets delayed because of the players' superstitious beliefs, 
the killing of the witches does not seem ridiculous. Only, 
the Santais in Melds go to an extreme. 
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LKs 


now comes 
in 2 new sizes— 

20 and 25 years. 

LIC's Money Back Policy is now available 
for 20 and 25 year terms (besides 12 and 
15 year terms as before). 

the 20-vear plan (sum assured, say. 

Rs. 10,000) 

You receiver 

After 5 years—Rs. 2,000 
5 years later—.Rs. 2.000 
5 years later —Rs. 2,000 
| 5 years later—the balance of Rs. 4,000. 
Plus bonus on Rs. 10,000 for all 20 years 
Protection for fult sum assured continues 
throughout the term. 

The 25-veer plan (sum assured, say, 

Rs. 10,000) 

You receive: 

After 10 years—Rs. 2,000 
5 years later —Rs. 2,000 
5 years later —Rs. 2,000 
5 years later—the balance of Rs. 4,000, 
Plus bonus on Rs, 10,000 for all 25 years. 
Protection for full sum assured continues 
throughout the term. 

Now you can use your savings to meet 
your periodic needs—marriage, education, 
a holiday, down payment on a house, 
etc, while enjoying the full benefits of 
long-term protection. 

Ask your agent for full details. 



There is no 


oration 


hititifte for life Hieurenct 


A 

A world apart 

P IE Santals have their own ‘courts' and "parliaments' 
to settle issues. In any ease of the violation of 
cadet, toe Santals promptly arrange people’s courts 
and penalise the offender. Punishment ranges from 
fines to ostracism for graver infringements, incest, 
eating with ostracised relative* and contact with 


a howl or even a light from the house of hi* neighb¬ 
ours. Rebels are collectively reproached at a gather¬ 
ing called Bit Laha. which includes humiliation of 
every form. The crowds urinate and defecate is the 
supposed culprit’s jiouse and he is abused and spat 
upon. 

Witchcraft is part and parcel of Saptal life. Be 
It drought, plague, infant mortality or even the killing 


say* "Very often it is a vamp who drop* a bint about 
her. Suppose, a girl is not content with her husband. 
Amorous desite lead* her to'trysts at the dead of 
night. If her mother-in-law Js, to her disappointment, 
vigilant she invariably becomes hysteric and feigns 
possession by a witch. On such an occasion tba 
mother-in-law yields to her and promises her all con¬ 
venience in a secret deal. If she declines, her 
daughter-in-law declares her a witch just to get rid 
of her, That sexually frustrated girls among the 
Santals are also massochists is established by the 
nature ot the curative process—they are beaten and 
mauled by the ajhas in order to free them of the 'evil 
spirits'.” 

For anything, from minor ailments to complica¬ 
tions like bairenness, Santals resort to the advice ot 
gurus and 03 has And the remedies prescribed are 
anything but medicine. A couple who want a child 
for instance, the guru often instructs to secretly steal 
a gulanj Bower from the coiffure or ear of a 


ate judged in terms of the harm wrought by them. As 
soon as a Santal finds himself in an unfavourable 
situation he takes recourse to an ojho, sakha or a 
priest whom they regard as their messlab. Be is 
supposed to be on special terms with the bongos He 
is deemed to have a saket or tutelary spirit of Ms 
own, through which he removes the cause of distress 
or finds out which bongo is at fault, and subsequently 

H Mates it with mantras and sacrifices, In his 
The Htll of Flutes W. G Archer gives some 
details of the processes adopted to appeSse the 
bongos. 

Witches are the wives of dangerous bongos Often 
they are also held responsible for causing misery. 
Though they are women, usually a spinster or 
octogenarian, witches are identified with she-ghosts. 
When called upon do trace the cause of a calamity, a 
priest or any other person who is possessed by spirits 
first identifies her and then lays alt the blame on her. 
What follows is a barbaric onslaught. The helpless 
woman tries her best to prove her innocence, but the 
bloodthirsty crowd pay no heed She is usually caned 
or stoned to death. 

But in many cases the witch-hunt has a deeper 
root—sex An ethnologist m the Anthropological 
Survey of India who does not want to be named, ha* 
even produced some case studies supporting this con¬ 
clusion Being a Mahato himself, he can only bo 
expected to study the practice with deeper insight. 
’’Witches are not always identified bv the priests,” he 


to eat. Another remedy prescribed is to cut up and 
beat the umbilical cOrd of a ram into a powder with 
the root of a particular creepbr and then add to it 
three pinches of black pepper. If the childless wife 
swallows this on the dawn of the day on which her 
period terminates, she is assured of a baby boy. If 
she Wants a girl, the umbilical cord of a ewe is asked 
to be used instead 

The method prescribed for abortion is murderous: 
the insertion of herbal sticks, or even a threaded mole 
cricket down the vagina to puncture and destroy the 
child bag. 

Why aie the Santals so enamoured of tradition 
even in the 20th century?. One answer that ethno¬ 
logists provide is fascinating. The one common 
characteristic of Santals m the Santal Parganas dis¬ 
trict ot Bihar and the Purulia and Birbhum district* 
of West Bengal, where they are to the largest con¬ 
centration is their segregated living Moreover, these 
regions are close to hiJJs So the geographical 
environs foster what can be called a toature-man- 
spirit complex’. Generations of such practices have 
also invested them with a certain sanctity. 


PATHIK GUHA 



wow 
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Correct facts but confused 


“Democracy Through Intimidation 
and Terror" (The untold story of 
Kashmir Politics) by Trent Nath’ 
Bazaz (Heritage Publishers) 


M R BAZA/ is a very bitter man 
and he makes no attempt to. 
conceal it. He has been relentlessly 
fighting Sheikh AbduHah tor the 
last 40 years and has always been out¬ 
manoeuvred either by events or by 
the Sheikh. In June 1977 Mr Bazar, 
overwhelmed by certain events and 
taken in by a short-lived anti-. 
Abdullah wave in the Valley, decid¬ 
ed to fight a last-ditch battle against 
his old and formidable foe. To lead 
the battle against the Sheikh he even 
compromised with his basic principle 
and political philosophy “of not join¬ 
ing a political Party". He accepted 
the membership, though temporarily, 
of the ad hoc Committee of the State 
Janata Unit formed on April-26, 1977. 
As ill luck would have it, Mr Bazaz 
lost this round too and this has, 
naturally, made him very bitter. His 
latest hook Democracy Through 
Intimidation and Tenor is his 
version of why the Janata Party lost 
the State Assembly elections of 1977 
and how the Sheikh won bis “fake 
and undeserved’’ victory. Predictably 
Mr Bazaz's version is partisan, one¬ 
sided, highly exaggerated and in¬ 
tensely subjective. He even refuses 
to concede victory to the Sheikh and 
his Party, the national Conference, 
and claims to “conclusively prove 
that Kashmiris were raped". 

The 200 pages of his book are full 
of ‘facts' supposed to substantiate 
the charges of rape, terror and in¬ 
timidation. 

Before 1 comment on the facta of 
Mr Bazas, let me make it clear that 
I was one of the members of the 
Janata ad hoc Committee and a 
candidate from-one of the rural con¬ 
stituencies intheValley, As I lost 
the election, I may he presumed to 
know the reasons of my defeat. 

Mr Bazaz’s facts are by and large 
correct. But - the same cannot be 
said about his conclusions. He is so 
upset and annoyed with the unex¬ 
pected turn of events that he has 
lost his perspective. He starts with 
h& grouse against Nehru:. 

“jawaharlal Nebru who was lacking 
in the ability to judge people, took 
* fahey . far Abdullah as was his 


wont for all Muslim adventurers of 
dubious merits. This enabled Sheikh 
to get more than what he wanted 
and deserved”. 

His hatred for the Sheikh and his 
intense dislike for his political 
methods are unfathomable. Accord¬ 
ing to hint, “By nature and tempera¬ 
ment, Abdullah is not unlike ldi 
Amin". Mr Bazaz does not even 
forgive Nehru for having “agreed to 
the State’s accession to India without 
first finding the will of the local 
people. It was a blunder”, declares 
Mr Bazdz. 

With this approach and back¬ 
ground, Mr Bazaz should not he 
surprised if • he fails to carry 
conviction with his readers and if 
the whole narration of events smacks 
of personal bitterness and political 
vendetta. His selection of facts may 
have helped his logic but it has 
destroyed his credibility. 

On the basis of an anti-Abdullah 
wave blowing throughout the Valley 
in March 1977, after the withdrawal 
of support to his Government by the 
Congress Party and the subsequent 
dissolution of the State Assembly, 
Mr Bazaz maintains that Sheikh 
Abdullah and his Party could have 
been defeated at the polls and thus 
Kashmir saved from “his unprincipl¬ 
ed politics and authoritarian rule" 
He places so much reliance on this 
“wave" that he has nothing else to 
base his optimism upon. There was, 
no doubt, an upsurge of popular 
feelings against the Sheikh for some 
of the unpopular measures he had 
taken during his two-year Chief 
Ministership. People were also un¬ 
happy with him for his nepotism and 
family aggrandisement. But Mr 
Bazaz and many of Sheikh's opponents 
forgot bis capacity to manoeuvre end 
convert such unfavourable situations 
to his advantage. , , 

The hostile demonstrations and 
adverse propaganda against the 
Sheikh unnerved him, but only 
temporarily. His Md to have an 
alliance with the Janata Party having 
failed, he returned to the Valley full 
«f apprehensions and uncertainty. 
“There was, however, one possibility \ 
Writes Bazaz, referring to the 
Sheikh s , thought ' process at this 
stage, "which might still salve the 
situation:. raising of false communal 
and; religious issues which would 
excite Muslims against Janata and 
sfeni the rising tide of Kashmir 
democracy. Abdullah had done this 


before ana succeeded. He could do 
so again on a far bigger scale." And 
he did it with such consummate 
skill and dexterity that the Jdnata 
is still licking its wounds. Playing on 
the sense of insecurity among 
Kashmiri Muslims, the Sheikh raised 
the bogey of Article 370. He was 
supported in this clever move from 
an unexpected quarter. “A Janata 
member in the Lok Sabha", says 
Bazaz, “Subramaniam Swamy. had 
00 doubt demanded that the Article' 
be revoked, but he had no res- 

S onsible position in the Government"'. 

azaz tries to explain. But what of 
that? The Sheikh and his colleagues 
made the fullest use of Swamy’s 
indiscreet and uncalled-for demand 
throughout the election campaign- 
Encouraged by thy response to this 
gambit, the Sheikh went on adding 
fuel to the fire, 


The Sheikh’s lieutenant, Mirza 
Afzal Beg went a step further. "He 
raised the slogan that the election 
should hd taken as plebiscite”. Com¬ 
menting on this, Mr Bazaz admits that, 
“the more the emphasis was laid by 
the National Conference leaders on 
the retention of Article 370 and the 
significance of the election as n 
plebiscite, the more intense became 
the anti-India passion and their 
hatred of the Janata party." Not 
content - with the bogey of Article 
370 and slogan of plebiscite, Sheikh 
Abdullah “started fiercely attacking 
the Janata leadership for its rabid 
communalisrn. He accused Janata 
of being, in essence anti-Muslim 
Jana Sangh". 

This highly unscrupulous, but 
successful game of raising non-issues 
to exploit the communal and regio¬ 
nal sentiments of the electorate was 
in itself sufficient to assure a thump¬ 
ing victory to the Sheikh; but 
nature and Janata Party leaders— 
local and central—also lent a helping 
hand 5beikh Abdullah had a serious 
heart attack on June 13 and Mr 
Bazaz confesses that “the city talked 
of nothing but the illness of Sher-1- 
Kashniir”. Bazaz uncharitably des¬ 
cribes this as “feigned illness”. I da 
not share his suspicions. Sheikh 
Abdullah was really and seriously 111 
and there were good many reason* 
—both physical and political—for 
the heart attack he sunn red. It is 
his good luck that the attack came 
When it helped him tremendously in 
the most important political battle 
of his life. It gained him universal 
sympathy and his wife and other» 
cashed in on it effectively during the 
election campaigns. 
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Tge ruse . paid hi—,.. ...... 

there were indication? in the hat 
week of jane that the tide bed 
begun to turn in favour of National 
Conference”, admits Baras. 

With all these political advantages 
and natural factors favouring the 
Sheikh, what sustained Mr Bazaz’s 
‘optimism' in Janata's victory is hard 
to guess. Hie fate of the Janata 
Party was sealed the day the Sheikh 
decided to convert the electoral battle 
into a confrontation between Kash¬ 
miri sub-hationalism and Indian 
nationalism, between Islam and 
Dtaaram and with his no-holds-barred 
strategy of aronsing a deep sense of 
insecurity among the Valley's 
populace. Only a strong political 
leadership and a unified Party could 
have stemmed this tide by exposing 
Sheikh's opportunism, unscrupulous¬ 
ness and vtfeness. But who were the 
people and parties who had Joined 
to challenge Sheikh in his bid for 
power. "The members had no unity 
of purpose, objective or 


the only ground on which they stood 
was their hatred of Abdullah's 
arrogant attitude and dictatorial 
behaviour...The main aim of memb¬ 
ers, hairing a tew honourable excep¬ 
tions was capture of power” writes 
Bazaz. 

Regarding the choice of the Janata 
candidates Mr Bazaz has this to say: 
‘‘While cases of some qualified 
claimants were ignored, many good- 
for-nothing persons were chosen and 
given ticket who had n*» chance to 
win”. 

Mr Bazaz, as suggested by the title 
of his book, seems to believe that 
Sheikh Abdullah won the majority 
in the State Assembly by sheer 
terror or intimidation. He charges 
the Central leadership with '‘incom¬ 
petence” and “chicken-heartedness” 
in ‘‘not acting boldly and standing 
by the forces of democracy ana 
secularism”. Citing numerous in¬ 
stances of hooliganism and high¬ 
handedness by Sh»ikh Abdullah's 
supporters, Mr Bazaz has convinced 
himself beyond reasonable doubt that 
it was a ‘Take victory" won through 
fraudulent methods accompanied by 
acts of terror and intimidation. 1 
wonder if Mr Bazaz knows the legal 
and constitutional implications oi 
what he is suggesting when he says: 
"Do the Janata leaders realize that 
they committed a blunder in betray¬ 
ing the Kashmiris and in allowing 
the National Conference to capture 
power through- fraud, intimidation 
and terror”. 

It is pertinent to mention hero 
that these elections were held 
Under Preaid r.t’s Rule. How and 
why did the Coventor and the Central 
leaders allow this “terror, intimida¬ 
tion, goondaiam and hooiifs&ism” by 
Natural Conference leaders and 
workers? There has to be some 

« Me explanation and Mr Bazaz 
dy wits not one but many. He 
charges the Governor, L. K. Jha and 
hk advisor, S. Banerji, of partiality 



towards Abdullah on the ground that 
“Jha and Banerji were party to 
misuse of power by the Sheikh 
during two years of bln administra¬ 
tion”. Having levelled the serious 
charges, Mr Bazaz in his 200-page 
dissertation, does not quote even one 
example of Mr Jha or Mr Banerji’s 
collusion in misuse of power by 
Sheikh. He, instead, refers to a wild 
and unfounded charge by one of the 
interested and most unreliable wit¬ 
nesses—Ali Mohammad Tariq. The 
charges were vehemently denied by 
Mr Jha and Mr Tariq had nothing to 
substantiate these; but to Mr Baza l 
“the statement and the counterstate¬ 
ment gave an inkling into the fears 
and suspicions which tossed the minds 
of the people” Needless to add that 
“people'’ in Mr Bazaz’s language 
meant the managers of the Jnnata 
Party in Kashmir. 

I do not hold any brief for either 
Governor Jha or Mr Banerji, but as 
one who was himself engaged in the 
battle, I must exonerate them of 
charges of partiality towards and 
understanding with Sheikh Abdullah 
and his party. 

Were Governor Jha and Mr 
Banrrji the only people who acted 
as Sheikh’s stooges and the instru¬ 
ments of his “undeserved” victory? 
The answer Mr Bazaz gives is an 
emphatic “no”. He smells a ‘con¬ 
spiracy’ between the highest and the 
lowest and from Morarji Desai down 
to/a Kashmir Police constable, Mr 
Bazaz has a grouse against everybody. 

“Ad hoc Committee members”, 
say* Mr Bazaz tinder the chapter, 
“Ihcredible Bungling” were deeply 
perturbed at the tactical blunder of 
Prime Minister Morarji Desai and 
External Affairs Minister, A. B- 
Vajpayee nt having despatched ill- 
conceived messages to Sheikh when 
the State Was in the midst of crucial 
election”. 

Mr. Bazaz and his colleagues had 
a grudge against the Kashmir Police 
also. In a letter to the Governor, 
which Mr Bazaz quotes extensively, 
Maulana Matoodi had said, “His 
Kashmir Police have, let it be frankly 


admitted, failed in the discharge ot 
, their responsibility and amply dis¬ 
played that most of the members 
are deeply influenced by Party 
politics”. The virus of partiality 
end politics was not confined to 
policemen alone, it had affected other 
officials also. The involvement of 
the State Officials could probably be 
explained oh grounds of Communal 
and regional propaganda launched 
by the Sheikh and his Party but 
what is beyond comprehension is the 
“involvement” of some officials of the 
Central Departments. “Even some 
officials in the departments under 
Central authority joined the anti- 
Janata move,” complains Bazaz, and 
then accuses the Director of Kashmir 
Radio of "giving wider coverage to 
the news reports sent by the National 
Conference even when they were of 
insignificant nature while tne reports 
sent by the Janata Party were re¬ 
legated to waste paper basket”. 

In a chapter entitled “Black July 
Three—the day of terror” Mr. Bazaz 
has quoted extensively from hl» 
personal diary giving details of the 
terror and intimidation tactics ot 
National Conference. I am in no 
position to contradict him but it 
appears from the details that this is 
first time Mr Bazaz has been associat¬ 
ed with a hotly contested election 
battle. I do not deny that National 
Conference workers did indulge In 
acts of terror and goondaism through¬ 
out the election campaign but so 
did the Janata Party. If the National 
Conference people more than outdid 
the Janata Party in this game of 
terror and intimidation it is because 
they had greater popular support 
If Mr Bazaz had suggested that the 
Sheikh and his Party owe their 
victory to fraudulent methods of, 
raising the non-issues of Article 370 
and plebiscite, I would agree with 
him. Also, if he had said that 
Sheikh won because of communalis- 
ing the situation I would stiU have 
no difference with him. But, this is 
a charge which not many* political 
parties and leaders of India can be 
absolved of. The elections in India 
are essentially fought on communal, 
caste and regional basis and the State 
Assembly elections in July 1ST? 
were no exception. Sheikh Abdullah 
would have Won. terror or no terror, 
and it is no use “not conceding the 
victon to him”. Democratic process 
includes the right to deride wrongly 
also. Even if the people of Kashmir 
have decided wrongly let us accept 
their decision wifb grace and magna¬ 
nimity. I have a feeling that the 
people have given a right derision. 
Mr Bazaz also seems to agree with 
me when he says: 

"I was wondering whst ’will 
happen to Kashmir if somehow 
Janata Party succeeded in Capturing 
majority of seats and getting the 
opportunity of forming the Govern¬ 
ment No doubt was left in my 
mind that it would be a bad day 
for Kashmir”. 

SHAMIM AHMED SHAMtM 
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Nothing less than the complete 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Power, promiscuity and politics 



'SON* STROKE 


O N August 2$ Defence Minister 

Mr Jdgjivan Ram’s 4J ye dr old 
son Mr Suresh Kumar complained 
to the Di Ihi Police that on the night 
of Sunday August 20, he and his 
gu(friend wire abducted by a gang 
of hoodlums in the Kashmiri Cato 
area of the walled city and taken to 
a place near Modinagar in western 
Uttar Pradesh Mr Kumar alleged 
that the abductors had told him that 
they were political workers and that 
he and his companion. Miss Sushma 
f'houdhary were forced to he in 
compiomismg postures and photo¬ 
graphed The Defence Minister s 
sun also said that his abductors had 
foiced him to sign some documents 
after drugging him The m xt day 
this news was published prominently 
in all newspapcis with the news of 
the arust ol Mr K C Tyagi a 
general secrctaiy of Yuva I inuta 
and Mr Om Pal Singh the ofhee 
sec retail of All India Kisan Saumit 
lan both lepoitedly dose associates 
of ( haudhury Charan Singh and Mr 
Raj Narain in connection with the 
case 

This c pisode exposed the dark side 
ot out national political life On 
the one hand people weic shocked 
to learn that Mr Suresh Kumar, a 
married man was carrying on an 
aifaii with a girl who was of his 
daughters age On the other it 
exposed the crude methods which 
are being used in New Delhi s power 
politics today methods which are 
reminisont of the court intrigues 
ot the Medieval petiod 


Promiscuity has become a way of 
life in the corudors of power in New 
Delhi Semin politicians with the 
exception of only a few, lead the 
life style of erstwhile Maharajas 
Wine and women have become an 
important part of their daily needs 
And the vested interests exploit this 
weakness to please the Ministers, 
their sons and then chamchaa hex 
Is used foi blackmail too, as is 
evident from the tate ol Mi Sucesh 
Kumar 

The children of our leaders have 
become a source ot embarrassment 
for their paients Mrs Gandhi had 
to devote all her eneigies and adopt 
various methods to defend the busi 
ness deals of Mi Sanjay Gandhi, Mi 
Morarji Desai has to do likewise tin 
his son For Chaudhuiy Charan 
Singh the source of public cutic ism 
has been his sonmliw and now Mi 
Jagjivan Ram, who had kept a 
straight lace throughout the stowny 
crisis in the ruling Party, is on the 
defensive 


Sex is not the only shortcoming 
of our leadeis and their children. 
Cnme too has bien their forte In 
1964 a prominent li'adcr’s delinquent 
son was involvi d with a gang ot car 
litters Onto while the gang was 
trying to esiape m a stolen aulo 
mobile, they met with an accident 
and one ot them had to be rushed 
to a Niw Delhi hospital As it was 
an acudcnt case, the doctors insisted 
on the young mans and Ins coin 
panion s identity 1 lie very next day 
the t hhuta iahab was sent off abroad 
by his embarrassed guaidians Had 
the juvenile delinquent been brought 
to book in 1964, the course of our 
country’s histoiy in the subsequent 
years may have bun diffirent 

'FHf motive be hind Mi Suresh 
* Kamar s abduction is not clear 
at the lime ot wilting this piece, but 
it is suiely unprecedented in the 
histoiy of politual intrigues ot the 
present day Delhi Duibar One of 
the ariestcd persons, Mr Om Pal 
Singh, is a former petsoual assistant 
ot Chaudhury Charan Singh The 
former Union He alth Minister, Mr 
Raj Narain claims to have seen the 
photographs of Mr Suresh Kumar 
and Miss Sushma Choudbary taken 
by the abductors on the night of 
August 20 To add to the contusion, 
Mr Suresh Kuiuat’s wite, Mrs 
Kama]|it, has alleged in a statement 
that her husband and her lather in 
law, Mr Jagjivan Ram, have been 
pressurising her to consent to a 
divorce so that hei husband could 


marry Miss Choudbary and there* r,‘ 
save the good name of her fathei 
inlaw, who, accoidmg to hei, stood 
a good chance of becoming the 

Prime Minister 

In order to hear Mis Kamaljit’s 
version, I went to her mother’s 
house in south Delhi’s posh Defence 

Colony Hie house showed thjt 

the financial standing of Mrs Kamal 
jit’s two brothei s, with whom her 
mother stays, was sound Mrs 

Kamaljit Kumur, tall, fair and shaip 
featuicd, sat solemnly in the ex 
pensively decorated drawing room 
Her head was c-overed by a chiffon 
dupatta The subdued lines and 
wrinkles on hei face and her fore 
head defied the sophisticated make¬ 
up and showed her as a woman in 
hei late forties Her dark eyes be¬ 
trayed no emotion She complained 
that hei husband had been pre¬ 
ssurising hei to sign the divorce 
papers so that he could marry Miss 
Sushma Lhoudhary and thus save 
his fat hei \ political earner In the 
fluid political situation of today, her 
father in taw had a good chance of 
becoming the Prune Minister, she 
said ‘ Why should I play with two 
lives—my own and my daughter’s 7 ” 
she pleaded “How will I stand to 
gain it my fathei inlaw becomes the 
Prime Minister 7 ” 

She said that Mr Suresh Kumar 
had told her not to take the case 
into the public but she did not 
agree She went to a news agency 
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office m order to release a prepared 
statement When she was sitting in 
the agency’s office, a senior PA of 
the Defence Minister rushed in and 
tried to persuade her to give up her 
Ians She would not have agreed, 
ut tor the pleas by her 21 year old 
daughtei lleshmi who was brought 
there by Mr Suresh Kumar Though 
Mr Kumar did not entei the news 
agency’s office (he sat in his car 
outside), Keshrni. who \ fond of her 
paients pleaded with her mother 
not to take the issue to public 
thiougli the Press ‘Toi her sake I 
postponed the statement, at least 
loi some time,” Mrs Kamaljit said 

But she did make a statement the 
next day, saying My husband teels 
that by manying Miss Sushma 
( houdhaiy he could salvage my 
father in law’s political image He 
telephoned and pleaded with ine to 
agree to the divorce He said his 
father had a good chance of beco 
mmg PM The only way ot saving 
his father's career for hnn was to 
marry the girl” She said that she 
had also appealed to the President 
of India and the PM to somehow 
prevent the mairiage which will rum 
her and hei daughters' life. She said 
Mr Suresh Kumar seems to be bent 
upon saving the political image of 
his father at any cost Mrs Kamal¬ 
jit complained that earlier the Press 
reporters who had interviewed her 
had been pressurised. “1 am told", 
she said, "that a senior Press officer 
in my father in-law's Ministry is 
going around newspaper offices to 
pursuade the editors not to publish 
my statements " He had met the PM, 
who she said, assured her that Mr 
Suresh. Kumar cannot marry Miss 
Sushma Choudhary. She said that 
her daughter brought a message 
from Mr Kumar’s father that Mr 
Jagjivan Ram would be willing to 

! >ut his cap at the feet of Mrs Karaal- 
it. If that will change her mind and 
thus grant divorce to his son. “What 
was your reply?” I asked. “I won’t", 
was her firm reply. “Why should I 
sacrifice two lives just to enable ray 
father-in-law to become the PM? 


My daughter has threatened to kill 
herself if her father divorces her 
mother to marry another girl. How¬ 
ever, I would have been so happy 
if he (Jagjivan Babu) could become 
PM Which daughtei in law would 
not be happy? But not at the cost of 
our 'ives, she added. 

Mrs Kamaljit continued "1 was 
told not to take the marriage bet¬ 
ween Mr Suresh Kumar and Miss 
Sushma Choudhuiy seriously. They 
said it is only a temporary step to 
tide over the present embarrassing 
situation 1 am promised all the 
pnvileges of a wife. How could I 
agree to this' Hus is too murh You 
know an army Colonel, a family 
triend, was sent to persuade me to 
agree to the divorce. He took me 
and my daughtei out of our Defence 
Colony house to his office to convey 
the message ” 

‘‘Have you been threatened 7 ” I 
asked “No” she said promptly “But 
I am afiaid of something else My 
daughter savs that Mi Suiesh Ku¬ 
mar has told hei that lie will com 
mit suicide if I do nol agree My 
daughter, who loves me as much as 
she loves Mr Suresh Kumar, has in 
turn threatened to commit suicide it 
her father does so This can happen 
Before we got mamed, his lathei 
had raised some objections against 
our marriage. Mr Kumar was upset. 
He took sleeping pills and was 
rushed to a hospital. I loved him, I 
decided to marry him because of 
this suicidal tendency.” 

I N THE meantime Mr Suresh Kumar 
has filed a divorce suit against 
Mrs Kamaljit. The divorce has been 
sought under Section 13 of the 
Hindu Marriage Amendment Act 
and the reason for seeking divorce 
is that his wife had deserted him 
since 1987 without any reasonable 
cause and without his consent Mr 
Kumar has also alleged in his suit 
that Mrs Kamaljit had treated him 
with cruelty. Mr Kumar, who is 
younger than Mrs Kamaljit, has 
alleged that Mrs Kamaljit and tier 


family had manoeuvred their secret 
marriage in a Delhi temple in Match 
or April, 1956 when he was a mine*. 
He has further alleged that Mrs 
Kamaljit, who was 22 at the time of 
then marriage, hart "enticed and 
entangled” him into mairving her 
“with the sole aun of exploiting his 
father’s position.” When she and her 
relatives failed in their bid (of misu¬ 
sing Mr Jagjivan Ram’s position), 
the petition alleged, Mrs Kamaljit 
and her brotheis Waited treating Mr 
Kumar with cruelty and caused him 
mental agony in many ways. Mr 
Suresh Kumar has cited the instance 
when Mrs Kamalpt stood as a can 
didate against Mr Jagjivan Ram 
from the Sasarun constituency in 
Bihar in the 1971 Lok Sablia elec 
Hons Howevei, as she did not beloug 
to a Scheduled Caste by blith, she 
had to vithdraw hei nomination as 
Sasaram is a leseived constituency 
Mr Kumar has also stated that his 
wife had been in touch with Oppo 
sition Paities since 1967 with the 
intention of maligning him and his 
father 

As stated eailior, the motive be¬ 
hind the August 20 abduction is not 
clear, but the question arises how 
public should be the private life of 
our public men 7 It is true that high 
moral standards are expected of our 
leaders, but when scandals of tins 
kind rock the capital, one has 
to wonder whether some norms 
of civil behaviour should not be 
adhered to in our political rircles. 
While feeling indignant at tbe con 
duct ot the Defence Minister’s son, 
can we ignore the fact that the per¬ 
sons who abducted him had clearly 
told him that their motive was not 
criminal but "political” 7 Also can 
We turn a blind eye to Mi Raj Na- 
rain’s claim that he had seen the 
objectionable photographs even be¬ 
fore the police knew where to look 
for them 7 Moreover, why did Mrs 
Kamaljit meet Chaudhury Charan 
Singh and Mr Raj Naram to plead 
her case? 

DEVDUTT 
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Colombo revisited 


\TEARS AGO, arriving alone and un- 
1 certain at my Cambridge college 
one autumn afternoon, I saw written 
on my staircase the name Abey- 
wickrama against suite number K-l. 
To me at K-S it was a touch of home. 
Abey was from Ceylon (as it was 
then called) and we became very 
good friends. Through him this 
friendship soon extended to the Cey¬ 
lon community in Cambridge — Sin¬ 
halese, Tamil and Burger — and has 
lasted till today. Over the years I 
have gone to and back from the 
island, the last time being just a 
few weeks ago. 

My preoccupation with Indo-Sri 
Lanka relations, then, needs no ex¬ 
planation. Relations not at the coun¬ 
try level; that’s the job of politicians 
and a pretty slushy, nondescript job 
they've made of »t. The personal 
level worries me. Young or adult, 
so few Sri Lankans have visited 
India, and I can scarcely remember 
our young people talking nf visiting 

— and, more than visiting, staying 

— in Sri Lanka. In lack of interest 
the honours are even?. 

Yet we're so alike. That, you 
might say, is the rub. Who wants 
to see an extension of one’s own 
backyard ? But, Sri Lauka isn’t 
India’s backyard. It has its own dis¬ 
tinctive flavour; within its sea-girth 
realm it is supremely varied and 
beautiful and the nuances of its so¬ 
cial pattern are deeply interesting. 
It’s the brainless fascination for the 
West that's pushed India and Sri 
Lanka away from each other’s young 

— or old for that matter. Why 
isn’t there. I wonder, an au pair 
system, not exactly to come and 
help in domestic chores as the ex¬ 
change people do in Europe but to 
come and live with families ? A Sri 
Lanka girl or boy to stay the long 
summer holidays in India with a 
family and an Indian to return the 
visit. Our private enterprise and 
organising genius never seem to run 
to such schemes which, in 20 years, 
could give Indo-Sn Lanka relations 
a new shine. 

Towards such a shine the Indian 
mission in Colombo helps not at all. 
It grumbles about being cramped 
but sits right in the heart of Colom¬ 
bo’s heart — the Fort. When it 
moves to more spreading offices 
after they're built it can, if it likes, 
set new records but will its attitude 
and taste change? This High Com¬ 
mission of the large country of India 
in the capital of its close neighbour 
ia shoddy, off-hand and sour. 


1ITHERE does an ordinary person 
■V usually encounter a diplomatic 
mission? When he wants a visa, 
when he wants to read books or 
papers or get some information. The 
visa arrangements are humiliating 
and uncomfortable. A lot of people 
want Indian visas (there’s anyway 
the special traffic of people of Indian 
origin). The visa hall is like a pen 
or stockade with metal rails keep¬ 
ing people in line. The wait is long 
and the behaviour, according to Sri 
Lanka friends, quite bad. No one, 
in fact, is advised to go personally 
for a visa. “Leave it to a travel 
agent”, is the formula. They, poor 
sods, have to earn a living and so 
taKe on the sticks and stones. 
Knowing how I bristle at rudeness 
in visa offices and immigration desks, 
I can see through the eyes of Sri 
Lankans and feel with them their 
reactions to the visa stockade. 

And the library ? It opens off the 
visa hail and since there’s a press of 
visa-seekers the library is open only 
from 12 noon to 5 p.m. There is 
one table with eight chairs and old- 
type glassed almirahs which also 
act as a partition suite the whole 
room is not the libiary. The books 
are mostly official and are, in the 
main, Indian publications At best 
it is an Indian library not a libraiy 
on India. There seemed to be one 
assistant, a nice young woman who 
did visa work m the mornings and 
so there can’t be much of a library 
or reference service. Thete is, of 
course, no air-conditioning. 

Let me spread my criticism trowel 
evenly. Gallo Face, the front of 
Colombo’s Fort area which looks on 
to the sea must be one of the most 
beautiful city fronts in the - world, 
with whitc-maned rollers eternally 
chasing each other to crash in spray 
on the shore. Viewing Galle Face 
green after 11 years I found that 
“progress” and modernisation had 
vulgarised it. A clutch of tall hotels 
at one end like the Intercontinental 
and the Ceylinco have totally taken 
away the focus from the classical 
dignity of the Senate House (now 
called the National Assembly) 
There’s also a huge statue of 
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike—a Russian 
work. I don’t mind its positioning 
except that it doesn't much resem¬ 
ble Bandaranaike and is embarras¬ 
singly larger than the statue of D.S. 
Senanayake, the first Prime Minister 
which stands in front of the Senate 
House. I know one can't now pull 
down the hotels but no more van¬ 
dalism, please. 


It is not just Galle Face Green. 
All the Third Woild countries have 
to decide just how far they will go 
in tourism. Along the East Coast of 
Sri Lanka there is now a string of 
hotels and motels—with the expect¬ 
ed results. With me on the flight 
from Trivandrum to Colombo was a 
British woman who worked for a 
travel agency- in Colombo that dealt 
mainly with German tourists. Appa¬ 
rently they come in droves. Busi- 
nesswise she should have welcomed 
that. Instead she remarked that alt 
along the coast young boys kept 
coming up importuning the tourists 
for money and that the natural 
beauty was fast disappearing. The 
Sri l.anka rupee has been drastically 
devalued and that made the country 
very cheap for tourists from the 
developed world. I heard grumbles 
from several people about some of 
the moral consequences, the same 
complaints made by women’s orga¬ 
nisations in South Korea, for ins¬ 
tance, and the Philippines. 

One consequence, not moral, is 
that there are no prawns. They are 
either exported or go to the tourist 
hotels. The only locals who can 
afford to eat prawns are, apparently, 
the gem dealers! > All we could 
manage were shrimps. 

E IGHT days are hardly enough. 

We ought to have planned bet¬ 
ter and stayed more. If we had 
time I would have liked to meet 
young people who had staged the 
Insurgency of 1971 and find out what 
they think now and why, in tact, 
they should not be as angry as be¬ 
fore. I would have liked to have 
gone up into the tea estates to see 
the condition of the estate labour¬ 
ers there after the change in the 
ownership and after the communal 
disturbances that broke out there 
sometime ago. 

I would also have liked to have 
talked to the new groups of social 
workers — most of them from the 
Catholic and Anglican churches and 
some from the Sarvodaya movement 
who are working in the rural areas. 

We are all jn such a mess. India 
with 500,000 villages and vast ignor¬ 
ance is bad enough. But Sri Lanka 
has just 20,000 villages and a lite¬ 
racy rate of over 80% and yet it 
moves slow, how slowly. I suppose 
the root of our problems lies not 
in tbe stars but in ourselves. 


CHANCHAL SARKAR 
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Bring out 

BRITANNIA MARIE 


Teamates: the cup that cheers and the 
biscuit that goes with it. Britannia Marie ! 
Just the thing to serve when guests drop in. 
The crisp, light tea-time bite — 
Britannia Marie. Keep a pack handy. 



MARIE 


Biscuits 

the crisp tea-time favourite 



Britannia biscuits at* tha best 

L1NTAS-BBC. M. 




D HARMENDRA is getting more 
and more out of the news. But 
it's not bothering Him. He says in 
his u’-ual manner : “What is the 
use ot being iii the news when the 
only thing that keeps you in the 
news is something bad or harmful. 
It’s better to live a quiet, undistur¬ 
bed life with no complications.’’ It 
sure shows that Dharam has chang¬ 
ed his priorities, for I can remem¬ 
ber a time when he used to thrive 
on “complications” ! 

S HABANA AZMI is going to be 

badly hit if Vinod Khanna is 
serious about his intention of quitt 
ing films. Not that Shabana is emo¬ 
tionally dependent on Vinod, but she 
can’t deny that he has boosted up 
her career no end. He has recom¬ 
mended her to producers, insisted on 
having her as co-star in ever so 
many films and he also gave her a 
lot of encouragement when she was 
a nothing ana a nobody in films. 
Moreover, they made quite a perfect 
star couple. It will take Shabana 
long to find a hero she can “vibe" 
with so perfectly as she vibed with 
Vinod (and they vibed on and of! 
screen !J 

O F COURSE reliable reports say 
that Vinod is quitting films mere¬ 
ly for a chance in nigher places. He 
has set his eyes on Hollywood. But, 
unlike the other Hollywood-inclined 
folks (like Zeenat, Amitabh, etc), 
who spoil their chances because they 


want to keep cue loot here and one 
foot there, Vinod has decided to 
make ■a total break which will en¬ 
able him to keep both his feet 
there. 

W HY hasn't Shamlee made it ? I 
wonder. She has got nothing 
lacking — she’s vivacious, a good 
actress and has plenty of willing 
"godfathers”. In spite of that, whon 
I talk about her, friends still ask 
me, “Who’s she ?’’ When I say she 
is the girl from Dulhan Wohi Jo 
Piya Man Bhoye, they think I’m 
talking about Rameshivari. Now 1 
know what people mean when they 
say that the film industry is over¬ 
crowded ! 

A SHOK KUMAR curses and curses 
when he falls ill, but it still 
doesn’t stop him from taking pre¬ 
cautions, in future. Every time he 
recovers and gets out of bed, he 
starts overdoing it — working on 
too many shifts, attending too many 
parties, and also participating in too 
many nf his numerous money-mak 
ing enterprises. If he doesn’t mind 
my using a cliche, I’d like to ask 
him what is the use of making so 
much wealth if he is not going to 
maintain the health to enjoy the 
wealth ! 

A SHA PAREKH is thrilled to pie¬ 
ces that she got so much praise 
for her role in Main Tulsi Tere 
Aangan Ki. In fact she almost fain¬ 


ted with joy when some of her fans 
told her that she was even better 
than Nut an in the film. But was 
she ? It depends on how you look 
at it. Nutan is consistently good — 
she has yet to put a badly perform¬ 
ed film on her record. Asha, on the 
other hand, is a big star but has 
never been known for her acting 
abilities as such (if at all producers 
rushed to her again and again It's 
because they considered her a ‘lucky 
slar.’ Every film of hers used to be 

a Jubilee hit !). In Main Tulsi . 

you see Asha Parekh acting for the 
first time. No wonder the reviewers 
were all full of praise ! 

R AJESI1 KHANNA is a man who 
never learns from experience. 
The Majnoon tamasha (wherein he 
invested so many lakhs only To have 
them pushed down the drain, for 
the film is stalled for ever) is hardly 
over, and Rajesh is thinking in terms 
of another film ho can produce. 
This time, it seems, he wants to 
direct it too. Will the audiences be 

interested ? Maybe.if he casts 

Dimple as heroine of the film ! 

A ND the khaas boat to ponder 
over for the rest of the week is 
that Pearl Padamsee. who finds film 
people and filmi happenings a big 
bore as such, thinks Sanjeev Kumar 
is “an absolutely adorable pet”. 
Does Sanjeev reciprocate the feel 
ing ? 

SHIRJEE 
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The Living God of karate 


VARSHESE GEORGE met 
the 'Living God' of Karate, 
HANSHI YAMAGUCH1. 

M INUS his nape length hair and 
plus a tutt, he cpuld easily pass 
oft as one of those Samurai warriors 
in a huiosawa movie His small eyes, 
tucked away into his deeply furrow¬ 
ed foiehead are radiant and intense. 
He walks with an elasticity of step 
that is the hallmark of an immensely 
supple body In fact except for his 
furrowed tarial features there is 
precious little that suggests that he 
will turn a septuagenarian next year 
He is acknowledged as the ‘Living 
God’ of Karate—Hanshi Gogen 
Yamaguchi the maestro from the 
land of the Fujiyama 

Gogen Yamaguchi was in Madras 
the other day as Chief Judge of the 
International Karate Competition that 
was held on August 19 and 20 Shak 
ing hands with him, one is surprised 
that it is the same hand that has a 
great reputation, nothing rough, just 
a smooth warm hand He lowers his 
ear to the mterpieter, to register my 
name and smiles broadly If one was 


looking for a halo around ihe Living 
God’ of Karate there was none 

The third son of a Kagashima citv 
based family Gogen Yamaguchi was 
born on Januarv 20, 1909 At an 
early age he was drawn towards the 
traditional martial arts of Japan 
But he says it wasn’t until he came 
under the tutelage of Karate Grand 
master Chojun Miyagi that he began 
his Karate education seriously He 
joined Miyagi s school at the age of 
22 and took over the mantle ot 
Grandmastei on his master’s death 
Yamaguchi is today a tenth degree 
Black Belt which is the equivalent of 
the Red Belt—the highest existing 
grading in the sport He heads the 
world Martial Arts Foundation based 
in lapan am it is estimated that he 
is the ‘gmu’ of at least five lakh 
practising Karatekas all over the 
woi Id 

An oft quoted exploit of his (which 
might have made iarzan turn green 
with envy) involves Ins slaying of a 
full grown tiger This happened 
during World Wai II when he was 
fighting in Manchuria, Yamaguchi 
and some fellow Japanese soldiers 
were captured by the Russians Word 
got around about Yamaguchi’s Karate 
prowesses and his captors in a sadis 


tic streak decided to pit him against 
a hungry caged, tiger Within 22 
minutes, Yamaguchi killed the beast. 
We asked him about the incident and 
he smiled and rathei apologetically 
said that though he hated killing 
(he animal it was a question of sur 
vival 

At a dinner reception hosted to 
the maestio the night before the 
stait of the international meet, this 
writei made a small discovery The 
host of the evening plate in hand, 
guided Yamaguchi to the non vege 
taiian section only to realise that the 








Grandmaster is an uncompromising 
vegetarian. We were also informed 
that the maestro, even to this day, 
it the age of 69, goes to the moun¬ 
tains once a month “to toughen 
himself up spiritually, mentally and 
physically and exercises for several 
hours under an icy waterfall to make 
his mind and body fit.” The sum 
?ffect of all those ascetic rigours 
Yamaguchi subjects himself to 
was all there for us to see when, 
after the competitive events Were 
over, the 'Living God’ stepped down 
from his regal seat on the podium, to 
give a demonstration of this glorious 


martial art in all its protean bril¬ 
liance. More than any other per¬ 
formance, Yamaguchi must have 
succeeded in making many proselytes 
from among the 3.000-odd specta¬ 
tors who thronged the stuffy univer¬ 
sity union gymnasium on those two 
days. 


During his five-day stay in Mad¬ 
ras, the Chief Priest of Karate was 
a guest of the State. The Japanese 
Government has decorated him with 
its highest order of merit for his 
services and his trail-blazing contri¬ 


bution to Karate. Master of the four 
schools of Karate—Goju, Shito, Sho- 
tokan and Wado—Yamaguchi has 
done a lot for the organisation of 
competitive Karate. He has been 
trained in law and indigenous Japa¬ 
nese medicine. 

The presiding deity of Karate has 
tried to bring about a synthesis of 
the Japanese zen, yoga and Karate, 
to achieve what he calls ‘’lightning 
reflexes, the tranquil mind of a 
saint, a light, healthy body with 
open eyes for truth followed bp 
strong, effective techniques.” 


Karatekas in Madras 


P R many of us who thronged 
the Madras University gym¬ 
nasium on August 19 and 20, the 
international and national karate 
championships that were held 
concurrently, must have come as 
a great revelation. 

In competitive karate, as one 
scribe aptly put it, you have to 
pull your punches to win. And a 
good majority of the spectators 
on the first day were a trifle non¬ 
plussed, initially, seeing combat¬ 
ants simulating their thrusts, 
kicks and the like. Tactility was 
minimal. The winner of a bout 
is spotted on the basis of the 
skill he displays, his defence 
techniques and" how effectively he 
breaks through his opponent’s 
defences. As a sport, karate holds 
a tremendous experience in aes¬ 
thetics for .the spectator. Unlike 
in a sport like say boxing, which 
calls for a ‘killer instinct’, a com¬ 
petitor could be penalised and/or 
disqualified if he makes serious 
contact with his opponent. 

Thus, contests of karate are 
held as sparring matches, in 
which some karate techniques are 
not permitted and only a few used 
very often. And to avoid injuries, 
all punches, thrusts, snaps, strikes 
and kicks have to be controlled 
and pulled back before actual 
contact is made. The fighting 
arena is eight square metres m 
area and the contest is conduct¬ 
ed by one referee in the fight 
area. Four judges, one seated in 
each corner of the square, assist 
the referee. Each judge is given 
two flags, one red and one white, 
and a whistle to signal points 
scored and fouls committed. The 
judges can overrule the referee 
only if they are unanimous. The 
referee actually conducts the 
contest, awards points, announces 
fouls and issues warnings and 
disciplinary action. In the event 
of a tie in the four judges’ ver¬ 
dict, the referee has the preroga¬ 
tive of the deciding vote. Only 
the referee may suspend or ter¬ 
minate a match. The other offi- 



7 he new national champion, Salim, 
in action 


rials in a karate competition arc 
the time-keepers and an arbitra 
tor. A karate bout normally lasts 
two minutes. The referee calls 
out "Shobu ippon hajime” and the 
contest is on. 

The comparative vigour and 
fighting spirit displayed, the 
comparative ability and skill, the 
number of attacking moves and 
the excellence of the strategy 
used are all taken into account 
while judging the winner. The 
combatants wear white karate-gi 
with an 'obi' (belt 1 ) indicating the 
formal grade reached. For iden¬ 
tification, one contestant has a 
white string fastened to hts belt 
and the other, a red string. The 
judges vote their preference by 
signalling either the red or white 
flag. 

Coming to the international 
competition proper, India had a 


field day. From a field of 
karatekas from Singapore. Hong 
Kong, Australia and the United 
States, the Van Dyke-bearded V. 
Vasant Kumar from Madras won 
the individual championship 
honours. Vasanth’s greatest mo¬ 
ment was probably when Hanshi 
Gogen Yamaguchi. the only Red 
Belt in the world, awarded him 
his third degree black belt just 
before the two-day meet came to 
a close. 

India also won the tpam cham¬ 
pionship when they beat Singapore 
in the final, 2-1. Vasanth Kumar 
and Bombay’s Vispy Kapadia won 
their bouts easily but the third 
member of the Indian team, A. 
Mohan, lost his, thus denying 
India a clean sweep. 

A 16-yepr-old student of the 
New College in Madras, Salim is 
the new national champion. He 
scored a convincing win over 
Surendra Kumar of the Indo- 
Tibetan Border Police. What 
makes the achievement of the 
new champion all the more re¬ 
markable is the fact that he is 
only a 16-month-old proselyte to 
karate. Maharashtra won the 
team championship, edging out 
hosts Tamil Nadu, 3-2, in the final 
of the national event. 

Karate as a form of physical 
culture has received a tremendous 
boost in this country in recent 
years, thanks to the trail-blazing 
efforts of people like R. V. T. 
Mani, a fourth degree black belt 
from Madras and Vispy Kapadia 
of Bombay. No less contributors 
to the spread of karate culture 
have been films like ‘Enter the 
Dragon’ and ‘Black Belt Jones’. 
The holding of the international 
meet and especially the presence 
of Hanshi Gogen Yamaguchi and 
twice-crowned World rhampinn 
Sakomoto, made the meet memor¬ 
able. The demonstration in 
karate skills and techniques by 
these two apostles in Bombay and 
Madras will no doubt go a long 
way ha winning friends and in- 
ftuencing prospective proselytes to 
this glorious martial art. 


V.G. 
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Crusaders in chains 


S O MUCH in recent weeks re¬ 
minded me again of that old 
and now probably forgotten mast¬ 
head mascot of Lord Beaver- 
brook’s Daily Express■ a knight- 
at-arms fully garbed in helmet, 
shield and sword, but sadly pre¬ 
vented from striking out for truth 
and justice and taking the world 
by storm by the firm chains that 
hiound him band and foot. Who 
so Imprisoned Beaverbrook’s cru¬ 
sader 1 don’t pretend to know, 
though the Beaver would proba¬ 
bly have chuckled in amused dis¬ 
belief at the suggestion that he 
himself might be the jailer. But 
enough has been said in India to 
leave little room for doubt. 

First we had Mr Atal Behari 
Vajpayee taking time off from 
sorting out the problems of the 
world to proclaim in Gwalior that 
•‘publication of newspapers should 
not be an industry or business but 
a mission". With such impeccable 
credentials—he was successively 
editor of Swedesh, Veer Arjun, 
Rashtra Dharma and Panchajanya 
—the External Affairs Minister 
obviously knows what he is talk¬ 
ing about. Indeed, he enjoys more 
than an edge over the Union Ca¬ 
binet’s other pundit of the Press, 
Mr L. K. Advani, to whom Secu¬ 
lar Democracy made a most un¬ 
kind reference when it remarked 
that ‘‘the Organiser is free to tell 
lies and spread poison because its 
former assistant editor is now the 
Union Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting”. Journalistically 
speaking, Mr Advani, only a for¬ 
mer assistant editor, is a mere 
novice compared to Mr Vajpayee 
with four editorships behind him. 

Then we had those anguished 
howls about the summary Injus¬ 
tice meted out to such illustrious 
editors as Mr Khushwant Singh 
and Mr M. Chalapati Rau. Finally, 
a full-dress conference in the 
capital on relations between the 
media, judiciary and the Govern- 
ment argued out, so far as the 
first party is concerned, by people 
whose active involvement hi jour¬ 
nalism is about as convincing as 
that of Mr Vajpayee and Mr 
Advani. But then, what you know 
matters far less than who you 
know. The knack of drafting an 
omnibus resolution at the end of 
ponderous pontifications according 
to strictly Socratic principles of 
discussion mnst always rank 
ngher than the ability to share 


an experience with newspaper 
readers. 

The common denominator bet¬ 
ween all three developments dted 
above is that assiduous court is 
paid to the fashionable concept of 
crusading journalism. A vision 
that owes much (as I have pro¬ 
bably said before} to the Robert 
Redford/Dustin Hoffman version 
of a newspaperman's life—a ver¬ 
sion that apparently has every 
American school of journalism 
bulging with applicants while un¬ 
employed alumni reach record 
numbers. The External Affairs 
Minister fe<'ls that newspapermen 
are untrue to themselves if they 
cannot flaunt a mission. Defen¬ 
dants of the present and former 
editors of the National Herald are 
convinced that the men they up¬ 
hold have unflinchingly paid a 
high price for courage and idea¬ 
lism. The ivory tower dons who 
organized the New Delhi seminar 
want the world made safe for 
journalistic knights errant to 
tramp around in, trailing their 
lances and tilting at political 
windmills. 

But problems arise In detecting 
who exactly forged those crippling 
chains. Mr Vajpayee, one sus¬ 
pects, was implicitly accusing 
owners. Champions of Mr Khush¬ 
want Singh and Mr Chalapati Rau 
do so In shrill accusation, convin¬ 
ced that fhe two editors were 
bound by the normal employer- 
employee relationship only in so 
far as their privileges were con¬ 
cerned but not by any obligation. 
The conference, as was only to be 
expected, sees the Gov ginun ent as 
the villainous blacksmith fasten¬ 
ing the fetters on intrepid crusa¬ 
ders of the Fourth Estate. 

These are comforting illusions. 
And we all live by the myths we 
create about ourselves. But of the 
11 editors under whom I have 
served ia exactly 20 years in 
journalism, in England and in 
India, of not one could it be said 
—and 1 say this approvingly— 
that be was a man with a mis¬ 
sion. Or that he chafed against 
his bonds, real or imaginary. Nor, 
to do them justice, did any of 
them pretend to such high falutin 
notions. 

They have all hpen competent 
journalists with a sense of profe¬ 
ssional responsibility. Four were 


Englishmen in England; three 
expatriate Englishmen in India! 
one part Japanese; and three 
Indians of very different ethnic 
and social backgrounds. But jour¬ 
nalism has not been more than a 
career for any of them—the rela¬ 
tionship with work being little 
different from that experienced by 
an engineer or a chartered accoun¬ 
tant—and discussing the news 
with them, I have never remo¬ 
tely suspected the dedication of a 
crusader or the fanatical zeal of 
a missionary. Which is as it 
should be. When they have left nr 
been eased out, it has been for the 
perfectly mundane reasons of age, 
ambition, emoluments, rivalry, 
conflicting views or inteinal poli¬ 
tics that are ordinary everyday 
features of all othei industries. 

These are the occupational ha¬ 
zards of any and every career. If 
working on newspapers for two 
decades has taught me anything 
about personal relationships, it is 
that journalists and owners react 
exactly like their counterparts m 
commerce or the civil service. 

But because we dabble in pub¬ 
lic affairs, instead of in cement, 
steel or red-tape-bound files, we 
like to see our own work as an 
extension of public life. The dis¬ 
appearance of a company director 
is an unnoticed event: the removal 
of an editor somehow jeopardizes 
a sacrosanct institution. If that be 
so, surely the dismissal of repor¬ 
ters, subs and other lowly beings 
equally tampers with the freedom 
of the Press, but rarely have I 
seen it debated with such passion. 
Similarly, In posts on, say, tex¬ 
tiles are brushed off as part of 
policy, regrettable no doubt, but 
not unexpected; while levies on 
newspapers at once cause the toc¬ 
sin to be sounded and the clarion 
call goes out: the Press is being 
gagged. 

It is all part of the fettered cru¬ 
sader myth; though our news¬ 
paper proprietors and employees 
are probably unaware that some 
years before his death, Lord Bea- 
verbrook removed the chains and 
liberated his armoured knight of 
the masthead. It did not make 
any qualitative difference tb the 
Daly Express which also Beaver- 
brook, shrewdly calculating that 
he was, must have known. For the 
real chains are seldom external. 

S. K. D-R. 
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“Left unity-a national 
necessity" 



E M S. NAMBOODRlPAD, 
general secretary of Com¬ 
munist Party of India (Mar¬ 
xist), tells N. JAY ARAM 
that unity between his Party 
and the CPI is possible only 
if the latter is prepared to 
reverse its policy of “class 
collaboration” 


Q: How do you define the 
Left in the country? 

A: Leftism in the present In¬ 
dian conditions consists of thiee 
main ingredients 

(a) Commitment to the esta¬ 
blishment of a Socialist society 
through a senes of transitional 
measures 

(b) Willingness to take active 
part m the day to day sti uggles 
waged by all sections of the wor¬ 
king people as well as all sections 
of democrats belonging to all 
classes and strata of society Wil¬ 
lingness to join hands with any 
organisation or party in these 
struggles regardless of political 
or other affiliations 

(c) Willingness to join all the 
anti authoritarian democratic for¬ 
ces for the restoration, defence 
and fuither enlargement of civil 
liberties and democratic rights 

The three ingredients of Leftism 
are inter connected. Remove any 
one of these from your programme 
and it ceases to be a Leltist pio- 
gramme. 


Q: Why is Left unity necessaiy? 
Is the situation ripe for it? 

A: Left unity has become a 
national necessity because expe¬ 
rience has proved the utter bank¬ 
ruptcy of the economics and poli¬ 
tics of the bourgeois-landlord rul¬ 
ing classes As for the ripeness of 
the situation for the emergence of 
this unity, the answer is not sim¬ 
ple. The objective situation is 
ripe, even ovei-ripe, but the sub¬ 
jective forces <ie yet to develop 
and matuie Many of those who 
call themselves 1 eftists and are 
vociferous in their demand for the 
immediate formation of a Left and 
democratic front are not fully 
prepared to accept the programme 
mentioned above 

Q: What are your conditions 
for unity with the CPI? Do you 


object to the leadership of the rank 
and file? What are the chances of 
Left unity? 

A: The onlj condition for unity 
with the CPI is that it should be 
ready to work on the basis of the 
above mentioned three-point pro- 
giamme 

This, however, would mean that 
they have to change a lot of their 
policy They have to live down 
the sins they committed during the 
last decade and a half when, dis¬ 
regarding all principles of Leftism, 
they opportunistically joined the 
coalition governments with the 
Jana Sangh and the Swatantra at 
one stage, then toppled the two 
Left governments of Kerala and 
West Bengal in collaboration with 
the Indira Congress; took this 
collaboration with the Indira Con¬ 
gress to the logical extent of giv¬ 
ing all-out support to the authori¬ 
tarian regime, were a party to all 
the misdeeds and excesses of the 
authoritarian regime in the one 
State where they were in coalition 
with the Congress, eta The so- 
called "self-criticism” they made at 
Bhatinda does not go deep into the 
ideological roots of this line adop¬ 
ted by them during the last decade 
and a half. 

The chances of unity with the 
CPI depend on whether they are 
prepared to reverse their past 
policy of class collaboration. 

Q: Has the CPI rale in Kerala 


brightened the image of Leftists? 

A: The CPI rule in Kerala has 
shown that there is no difference 
at all between a Congress led Go¬ 
vernment in other States and the 
CPI-led Government in Kerala It 
was under a CPI Chief Minister 
that the Emergency regime with 
its notorious torture camps func¬ 
tioned in Kerala and led to the 
legally admitted murder in these 
torture camps of at least three 
persons—Rajan, Vijayan and Kan- 
nan. While in the case of Rajan, 
the fart of murder had to be ad¬ 
mitted by the Government itself in 
the course of judicial proceedings 
in the High Court, the murder of 
Vijayan and Kannan has now been 
established in a judicial enquiry 
conducted by Justice Viswanatha 
Iyer. 

The manner in which the 
Arhutha Menon Government was 
formed in 1969, continued till 1977 
and was followed by the Antony 
Government shows that the main 
ideological-political leader of the 
Government, the CPI, has no 
other aim in its political activity 
than to continue their hold on the 
Government They are prepared 
to abandon all principles and join 
hands with anybody just in order 
to maintain their hold on the Go¬ 
vernment. 

The latest example from Kerala 
is revealing. In order to appease 
certain landlord elements m the 
ruling coalition, they have agreed 





to amend the existing Land Re- Left united front in older to get 

forms Act in a pro-landlord direc- seats in the Ministry and then 

tion. While fn the existing Act all join the Congress in the anti-CPI 

transfers of land executed since <M) United Front. That does not 

the day on which the Act came mean a formal “apology” for a 

into iorce, (January 1, 1970) are particular act but real indication 

null and void, the amendment pro- * change of policy. Demanding 

poses that land transfers made ® ur .* 1 «* guarantee is perfectly 

For four years more (up to 1974) logical for a Party which has had 
will be validated. This is virtually t0 su ^ er at tl* e hands of the CPI. 
wiping out all surplus land to be 

distributed among the landless Q: isn’t the Janata rule belp- 

and land hungry peasants. This in Ing the RSS grow? Why do you 

Kerala at a time when on an all- still support the Janata? 

India scale, they make an ap- A: Janata rule is certainly 

pearance of defending the inte- helping the RSS to grow. But if 
rests of the landless, the agricul- on that account we forget the 

tural labourers, the Harijans, etc. fight that is being put up by the 

_ , ... ... Janata Government against the 

Q: It is said that one condition authoritarian forces led by Indira 

for miity that you have put is that Gandhi, it will be helping the 

the CPI must apologise for top- latter to grow. Further, there are 

pling your Government In 1969. forces withm the Janata Party it- 

Isn’t that being petty ? self which are fighting the growth 

A: This is a canard spread by the of the RSS. Revolutionary realism 

enemies of our Party, the CPI therefore demands that, while 

leaders above all. Our condition joining the anti RSS forces within 

for unity with the CPI is only that the Janata in the struggle against 

they should be loyal to the three- the obscurantism, communalism 

point Left and democratic pro- and the anti-democratic charac- 

gramme. This, of course, would ter of the RSS, we join the entire 

include guarantees against the Junata in the struggle against the 

repetition of their 1967-69 perfor- authoritarian forces led by Indira 

mance—joining the non-Congress Gandhi. 

"No conditions for 
unity with CPI(M)" 

CPI secretary and editor of 
New Age BHUPESH GUP - 
TA tells N. JAY ARAM that 
his Party is not dependent 
on any foreign country. The 
CPI(M)’s support to the Ja¬ 
nata is coming in the way 
of unity of the two Commu¬ 
nist Parties , says the fire 
brand parliamentarian. 

Q: Who do you think are the 
Left forces in the country? 

A: Those who generally hold 
Leftist views and Forces which 
are consistently anti-imperialist, 
anti-monopolist and anti-landlord 
and who stand for radical social Bhupesh Gupta 

and economic change. Among the -—*-— - --—- — 

olitical Parties apart from our the Congresses and the Janata 
arty the Communist Party of In- Party. There are people with 
dia, there are the CPI(M), the Leftist orientation m them. 
Forward Bloc, Revolutionary So¬ 
cialist Party, Socialist Unity Centre Q : Is the objective Situation 
of India, the various Naxalite ripe for Left unity in India ? 
groups (though we disapprove of A: Absolutely. Not just Left 
them) and all the parties which but the unity of Left and deruo- 
constitute the Left Front in West cratic forces. The Left alone is 
BengaL There are other parties not enough ,to meet the political 
which are allies and which are needs of the situation or of orga- 
democratic such as the Republi- nlsing a mass movement. The 
can Party of India and the All- organised Left is still weak al- 
India Anna DMK. There are though very important, but it rc- 
also democratic forces in both presents only a small section of 



the people. Objective situation 
therefore demands that the Left 
unite with the democratic forces. 
The Leftist forces are confined to 
West Bengal, Kerala, Bihar, An 
dhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Pun¬ 
jab and Assam. In many States 
the organised left is still weak. 

Q: What are your conditions 
for unity with the CPI(M)? Do 
yoH object to the leadership or 
the rank and file? What are the 
chances of Left unity ? 

A : No conditions. Except that 
“unity should be based on prin¬ 
ciples The CPM’s support to the 
Janata Party is coming in the 
way. We also believe that the 
CPI(M)'s present understanding 
of the situation is wrong. There 
are many points of agreement 
but many points of disagreement 
with the CPI(M). There are 
differences on ideological issues 
concerning the communist move¬ 
ment. These are serious difler 
ences. 

Their policy of support to 
the Janata is coming up against 
realities. They will soon be dis 
illasioned. 

I will not go into the question 
of objection to leadership *>r rank 
and file now. I feel that the 
chances of Leit unity are grow 
ing and are very tavourablc. 

Q: You supported Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi and now you regret this. 
Do you think the CPKM) will 
also regret its support to the 
Janata ? 

A: Not regret. Oui support to 
the declaration of the Emergency 
was wrong. There is no question 
of regret. As for CPI(M) regretting 
its support to the Janata, why spe¬ 
culate ? We only hope that they 
will regret their present support. 
But it is not for me to pi edict whe 
ther they will do so 

Q: Row do you propose to 
dispel the general feeling that the 
CPI runs on orders from the 
Kremlin? 

A: We are absolutely indepen 
dent It is just the usual pro¬ 
paganda. We have good fra ter 
nal telations with all the Com¬ 
munist parties of the world in¬ 
cluding the Communist Parry of 
Soviet Union, based on equality. 
There is no dependence on any 
country. 


Q: Who Is a greater danger to 
the Left—Mrs Gandhi or RSS? 

A: Ail exploiting classes should 
be fought, as at one point or the 
other each is stronger. Mis 
Gandhi represents the authori¬ 
tarian forces outside -the govern 
ment while the Janata represents 
these forces in power. RSS re¬ 
mains the greatest of all dangers 
to secular, democratic growth ot 
the country- But that does not 
mean that wc should support Mrs 
Gandhi. We are against her com¬ 
ing back to power. The solution 
is the end of bourgeois rule 
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The Congress Left had 
entered'Hitler's camp' 


Congress Working Committee 
member PRIYA RAN JAN 
DAS MUNSHI is identified as 
a Leftist in his Party. Das 
Mwnshi who ts also president 
of the Indian Youth Congress, 
tells SHUBHABRATA BHA- 
TTACHARYA that the Leftists 
in his Party sided with San- 
jay Gandhi and let him down 
when he was forced to resign 
the Youth Congress president¬ 
ship in 1975 


Q: Whom do you consider to be 
the Left forces in this country ? 

Q: The time has come when Left 
Parties have to be identified not 
merely by thetr name but by their 
performance in the hour of crisis 
both in the economic and the poli¬ 
tical fionts The concept of Leftism 
has been diluted in our country 
during the last ten years or so. 
Therefore, it is difficult *0 straight¬ 
away identify who are the Left 
forces. Anyway, we can say that 
the two Communist Parties, one fac 
tion of the Socialist group (in Janata 
Party) and a few elements in the 
Congress I would not say the entire 
Congress Party, can claim by their 
little perfoimance that they are in 
the Left camp 


Q: Could you please elaborate 
what you mean by “dilution of 
Leftism"? 

A: Possibilities of united action 
by the Left existed during Nehru s 
time also. But neither S A. Dange, 
E. M. S Namboodripad, nor Dr Ram 
Manohar Lohia tried to achieve 
unity even on economic issues either 
inside or outside the Parliament. 
The Left leaders behaved more like 
regional leaders. The very concept 
of Leftism is based on tntei nauonal 
brotherhood. Leave aside an Inter- 
national outlook, the Left leadership 
lacks even a national direction. 
Secondly, whenever there has beeu 
an imperialist onslaught, like in 
the case of Diego Garcia, the L.ft 
Parties have even failed to adopt a 
Joint resolution. Thirdly, experience 
shows that some Left Parties forget 
their past once they are in power. 
Take the case of CPl(M). Soon after 
he became the Chief Minister of 
West Bengal, Mr Jyoti Basu declar¬ 
ed that strike action should be the 
last weapon of the working class. 
The concept of Leftism, therefore, 
has been reduced to skilled manoeuv¬ 
ring for getting the fruits of power. 

Qc It the objective situation ripe 


5 



for Left unity? 

A: The objective situation is not 
only ripe, it may be the last oppor¬ 
tunity Unfortunately, ' the Left 
Paities are pulling in divergent 
duectiOns though everybody seems 
to be for unity, 

Q: In reply to an earlier ques¬ 
tion, you referred to ‘Left elements’ 
in the Congress. What has been 
your experience with these people? 
In October 1975, when you were 
forced to resign from the president¬ 
ship of the Indian Youth Congress, 
which in fact was the beginning of 
the Sanjay Gandhi era in our nanopi- 
al politics, what waa the role of 
these elements? 

As That was a very unfortunate 
phase. Some people in the Congress 
then thought that, by shouting 
“Indira Gandhi Zindibad” and by 
doing only those things which were 
to the Prime Minister's liking they 
were serving the cause of the Left 
Therefore, whoever was in the bad 
books of Mrs Gandhi was to be dis 
carded and they let me down. But 
I do not consider them to be Left 
elements, hence I do not regret 
their role, 

Q; My reference was to the 
then Congress,president Mr D. K. 
Barooth, Mr Cnandrajit Yadav and 


some others who are generally 
Identified as the Congress ‘Left’. 

A: Maybe they thought that 
much more Left activities would be 
conducted by the Youth Congress 
under Mrs Ambtka Soni, whose 
background was Left, and perhaps 
4 they thought that a newcomer like 
Sanjay could easily be duped into 
joining their camp 

Q: But within a few months^ 
around FebruaryMsrcb, 197*, it urns 
amply dear to even a lay political 
observer that Mr Sanjay Gandhi 
Stood for the extreme Right. How 
did the Congress Left behave in the 
face of this Rightist offensive ? 

A: They all entered “Hitler’s 
camp”. Instead of their making 
Sanjay turn Left, Sanjay made alt 
of them Rightists. 

Q: So we aee that despite strong 
Leftist pronouncements, these 
elements In your Party failed te 
stand up to a Rightist onslaught at 
the moment of crisis. Under these 
circumstances do you feel that n 
meaningful Left unity b possible? 

A: Well, I don’t like to now 
give much stress to the terms 
'“Left” and “Right". 1 did so In the 
past five or six years and have now 
realised that it is useless 

Q: Recently you said that Mrs 
Gandhi and the RSS represent two 
facets of Fascism in India. Whom 
do you consider to be the greater 
enemy: the RSS or the Congrwa(I)? 

A i 1 don’t find any difference bet¬ 
ween them. Mrs Gandhi’s Party is 
not a Fascist Party. I referred to the 
“lndira-Sanjay axis”. X strongly feel 
that there are a good number of 
elements m Congress <I) who out 
and out hate and reject the func¬ 
tioning style of this axis. They may 
be our friends one day. So far is Mrs 
Gandhi’s approach is concerned — 
like she said “I am chosen to rule,” 
"I am the Opposition” — it clearly 
shows a semi-Fasdst nature. The RSS 
is a silent operator, though it is an 
unskilled operator, whereas Mrs 
Gandhi is a skilled operator. 

Q: With reference to the recent 
developments in Maharashtra, da you 
think what has happened in Bombay 
will be followed up in New Delhi too ? 

A: Well, it may be. Jn the pre¬ 
sent political situation no one can 
predict what will happen. Nothing is 
now being dope in the ideological 
plane. It’s all mainly manoeuvrability 
for survival. Rut what has happened 
in Maharashtra is not a very nappy 
example, it has neither polarised any 
ideological forces nor has it united 
any forces with the possibility of 
democratic stability. At best it tan he 
a temporary arrangement. 
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tfi« p««s«ntry organ* 
‘ on clais lines 7 ARUN 
SlNHA reports on the 
performance of CPI and 
CPI(M) in the peasant 
movements in U.P. and 


AFTER a tong time, towards the 
end of 1977,< all political Organi¬ 
sations in Bihar teamed up to fight 
the battle of peasants on the issue 
of land rent surcharge. The unity 
Was ephemeral, lasting as long as 
the issue was unresolved'. Three 
months later, the State units of the 
CPI and CPl(M), holding formal 
talks for the first time after the 1964 
split, ‘resolved' to struggle unitedly 
on the peasant front. Three months 
have srace passed, but no struggle 
has yet been reported, 


In British India organised peasan¬ 
try was the strongest in Bihar and 
y.P. The militant struggles in the 
early decades of the century of the 

f easants of Oudh, Rat Bareilly, 
aizabad and other areas of what 
wa9 then United Provinces and the 
more widespread Kisan Sabha move¬ 
ment in Bibar for 20 long years 
before independence had shaken both 
the Englishman and the zamindar. 
The Kisan Sabha, which then had 
the Socialists, Communists and 
Forward Bloc adherents and other 
Leftists under one umbrella, had 
combined anti-colonialism with anti- 
feudalism, because of which it was 
always antagonistic to the Indian 
National Congress, which in Bihar 
Was founded and dominated through¬ 
out by the t&nmdars. The Socialist 
Party was born in Patna in 1954, the 
Bihar unit of the Communist party 
in Mongbyr in 1959: both of them 
continued to fight under the com 
mon banner of the Kisan Sabha, 
founded in 1927, till Independence. - 
Today, every Left Party has its own 
peasant organisation, the strongest 
in Bihar and UP .Sseiohging to the 
CPL The CPl(M) has a poorly 
organised Kisan Sabha in a few 
districts like West Champaran, 
Darbhanga and BhaggTpui'. The 
Samyuktg x Kisan Sabha of the 
Forward 'Bloc, described by sortie as 
the -/tmft Kisan Sabha, is an or,' 
sation without > any bite. 
Socialist-led Kisan Panchayat, which 
for a Twig time had strong packets 
of influence, apsearfc to be well past 
its prime and without an axis after 
Mia formation of the JOnata Party. - 
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The peasant movementin British 
India - hW l: an anti-feudal and inti- 
v cqlwffalwt. eparattep,. > .With Ind* 

• pemuiice^ cowf|]a%nf - Was supposed 


I to have disappeared. Within a few 
years following Independence in both 
Bihar and UP,, zammdori was legal¬ 
ly abolished. The peasant movement, 
with both colonialism and feudalism 
technically terminated, lost its axis, 
character and edge thereafter. A 
labyrinth of laws and promises, 
created by the dexterously pro-feudal 
Congress leaders, broke up the 
movement and irretrievably defused 
it. The Left parties realised this 
much later, 
i 

The “land to the tiller” aim of the 
peasant movement remains unfulfill 
i;d. Feudalism, with all its crudeness 
and savagery, rules in Bihar and 
U.P. Land reforms have failed as 
the peasantry does not have the 
strength to defeat feudalism. For 
this the Left parties are responsible. 
In cold terms, they have shirked 
from a consistent line of struggle. 
The CPI and the Socialists woke up 
after the Naxalbari holocaust alia 
conducted short-lived "land' grab" 
agitations in Bihar, in 1969 In U.P., 
the CPI, which had been a partner 
in the SVD regime led by Mr Charan 
Singh, “threatened” to “forcibly 
occtipy in a peaceful manner” the 
big farms in the Lakbimpur-Ktoeri 
district, which was then undergoing 
a wktescale peasant insurgency. 
Since the primary motive of the Left 
parties was to defuse the Maoist 
upheaval and not to fight feudalism, 
the peasants were-again taken for a 
ride. 



rpHERE are some inherent Impedi- 
I- ments in organising the peasants. 
In several areas, the leaders of the 
Left parties themselves are big land¬ 
lords. Several mahanthi of North 
Bihar, who owned thousands of 
acres, were Socialist; the arch-feudal 
Mr B. P. Mandal was also a 
Socialist. At the time of the 1970 
land-grab stir the cadres of CPI 
faced strong resistance in areas like 
Bhagalpur from the Party leaders 
who were big landlords. In. Chart* 
puran, some big landlords Uvea 
adorn the CPI(M). 

There is no consistent strategy of 
struggle for the peasants in the 
armoury of the Left parties, only a 
ceaseless issuing of Press statements. 
The capitalists running the sugar 
and jute mills' have the peasants at 
their boots.. In Bihar, cane-growers 
wait for years for payment from the 
sugar mills;’ip U.P. they have to 
burn their .products. The Lett 
irties Can do nothing. There has 
en nn aerious effort ^ to 
organise the peasants of Chhotanag- 
pur. who are the most-exploited in 
Bibar. ‘ ~[y 

How can the Left parties have 
any 'ltmuedce without a struggle? 
There is no Short-cut to' revolution. 
u like fhe CPI have come to 


believe that feudalism is on the 
decline and capitalism on the ascent 
and hence consider the' character of 
peasant organisation as more ’anti- 
monopoly than anti-feudal. 

Another reason why peasant 
organisations are weak is the charact¬ 
er of their leadership. Most peasant- 
organisations are not led by peasants, 
lhe CPI’s Kiyan Sabha. for example, 
is run by Party leaders who are 
more occupied with electoral games 
than with peasant questions, In 
Bihar, the Kisan Sabha has very few 
workers at village and block levels. 
And it claims to have one lakh 
members ! “Our target”, a Kisan 
Sabha leader said, “is to raise the 
membership to five lakhs by next 
February.” What be doesn’t realise 
is that mere numbers are no 
guarantor of effectiveness. 

It is the height of irony for the 
parties claiming to be revolutionary 
that their peasant organisations, 
though led from bottom to top % 
Patty leaders, are not supposed to 
have any political character. They 
are not to be, as some of them put 
it, an instrument of revolution. Ttse- 
peasants are not to be told of th« 
secrets of revolution, they are to 
participate only in “economic Strug¬ 
gles*’, delinked from political war¬ 
fare. This lactic has a debilitating 
effect, for the peasants care merely 
for their grievances. Once these 
are fulfilled, they go hack to their 
homes. Their outlook continues to. 
he sectarian. More importantly, 
since only economic issues are raised. 
there is no radical difference between 
the peasant organisations of the 
Left parties ana other parties like 
the Congresses or the Janata. Not 
surprisingly the Left parties have no 
committed, soild peasant base. 

While very little work bps been 
done by the peasant organisations in 
U.P., the CPI in Bihar holds as its 
■principal achievement after Indepen¬ 
dence, the mass vesting of occupancy, 
rights to the sharecroppers, In 
different districts — particularly 
Mudhubani, Bhagalpur, Mongbyr, 
East Champaran and Nalanda—it has 
organised sharecroppers and got filed: 
60,000 claims for occupancy rights 
of which, so far, 20.000 cases are 
said to have been decided in the 
favour of tillers. The CPIfM) can 
also claim to have done. so on * 
smaller scale- But the way these 
parties have been, working does not 
hold any promise of radical changes, 
’ihe cases of sharecroppers are taken 
up on an individual and “strictly 
legal” plane, process which turps' 
the ?hafaidnrs into patient litigants 
and not revolutionary fighters, If 
there is no organised movement, no 
mass mobilisation, even favourable 
verdicts cannot give ‘the share¬ 
croppers the right to their land. This 
is the. bitter truth; 
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/PUB set-up reminds one of 1967. 
* There are a lot of similarities 
between the situation both then and 
uow t but the differences perhaps 
outweigh them. By far the most 
striking resemblance is that a Left 
Front Government is in power in 
West Bengal and a politics of 
violence is brewing up—centred 
around a section of Naxaiites. The 
uproar—a series of sporadic attacks 
on the police, statues of national 
leaders and big landlords com¬ 
bined with a hush-hush tough-arm 
strategy on the part of the Govern¬ 
ment—Is enough to cause an uproar 
in this otherwise tranquil but politi¬ 
cally conscious State. 

The Naxaiites are now splintered 
into six groups and interestingly, 
except for the group led by Mr Kami 
Sanyal, all others retain the name 
Communist Party of India (Marxist- 
Leninist). To Mr Kanu Sanyal and 
his associates, however, the CPI(M-L) 
is merely a terrorist Party and its 

S reservation in any form is nothing 
ut the continuation of terrorism 
which is completely unacceptable in 
the changed situation. They now 
want to enter into mass politics in 
the style of the Saty'a Narayan 
Sinha-led CPI(M-L) and have, for 
the time being, if not permanently, 
discarded violence. Incidentally, the 
group led by Mr Satya Narayan 
Sinha does not want to provoke any 
violence now as its leaders feel that 
the right moment to launch an 
armed struggle has not yet come. 

The Kanu Sanyal group, though 
organisationally weakened as only 
one of their stalwarts—Mr Ashim 
Chatterjee—is out of prison at the 
moment, will soon announce the 
name of the preparatory committee 
(Organising Committee , for the Co¬ 
ordination of the Communist Re¬ 
volutionaries) of their proposed 
Party. They feel that this will be 
the only true Communist Party in 
India. Even though they have earn¬ 
ed the title “liquidationisl” from 
other groups, their professed politics 
is a close alliance with the CPl(M) 
in all popular movements. For such 
a strategy they have their own 
calculations—to effect a defection 
from the CP1(M) in the course of a 
joint movement since the latter have 
certain limitatibil? in , such, situations. 

The recent, spell of Naxalite 
violence in West Bengal does not 
involve bay of these groups as it 
centres around; the pro-Charu 
Mazumdar, 'anti-Lin Pf«o group .led 
by: Mr Vinod .Misra and ;■ Mr Nemu. 
'Singh. Mr -Vi&pd Misra,..who bails 
from UP* wag a member Or ftardwan 
district committee of the former 
CPI(M-L) gad a close associate- of 
Mr Mahadgh Mukherjee. The two 
bnUhcember 25, 1870 
1 Preventive, 
iU0: Act;-' whit*.', w«6» • specially 


enacted to deal with Naxaiites. 
While in prisbn be had some personal 
differences with Mr Mahadeb 
Mukherjee and when he came out 
after one year he was not absorbed 
by the former in the Party com¬ 
mittee. He then started working at 
Manteswgr in Burdwan but the con¬ 
tradictions between the two prevail¬ 
ed. After the 10th Congress of the 
Communist Party of China (C.P.C1 
Mr Vinod Misra's breach, with Mr 
Mahadeb Mukherjee was complete 
as he adopted an anti-Lin Piao stand. 
He then formed his own CPICM-L), 
on July 28, 1974 with Mr Subrata 
Dattg of Bhojpur as the Secretary. 
After Mr Datta’s death in Novem¬ 
ber, 1975, Mr Vinod Misra became 
the Party Secretary. 

The responsibility for all recent 
violent incidents has been attributed 


tq this group by the police and the 
group leaders also accept their 
verdict. They openly declare their 
faith in the - olicy of violence ami 
the annihilation of das* enemies. 
But though this group is pursuing a 
policy of violence in some parts of 
the State in an effort to complete 
Chain Mazumdar's Incomplete task, 
there is a growing grievance among 
their rank and file. They think that 
Mr Vinod Misra is only prcachtes; 
the line of late Charu Msizumdar 
white in practice be is far away 
from it. , • \ 

There is some truth in it. Mr 
MisFa, though committed to the 
annihilation programme, of Charu 
Mazumdar, is not immediately in 
favour of violence as he feels that 
such actions only hamper the under-. 
ground organisation of the Party. A 
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*5T«f Ms group &m. 
ShMHbe to titife view and ore there 
worried about evolving a balanced 
ssluaw between the policies of 
Charu Matumdar and tbe necessity 
*0 form mass organisations, TheV 
have already mass-reproduced and 
circulate s the documents of Charu 
Mawmujat during the “co-ordination’' 
days to lend weight to their own 
views. 


They are also in favour of ex¬ 
panding their activities to embrace 
sections of Students, industrial 
workers and peasantry. They are 
aware of the fact that in order to 
develop a mass base the 'action pro- 
fd ainmc’ should be dropped for the 
time being. The contradictions be¬ 
tween Mr Vinod Misra and Mr 
Mahadcb Mukhorjco are totally per¬ 
sonal as the question of reciprocal 
expulsion is involved. Now, after 


Mr Miira’g realisation Of the im¬ 
portance of the “mass line” there is 
a possibility that the two may come 
together again in the near future. 
Mr Mahadeb Mukberjee wants to 
combine armed struggle with mass 
organisation. In fact, Mr Misra has 
already met Mahadeb Mukherjee a 
number of times recently and dis¬ 
cussed the prospect of an alliance.. 
...These gestures by Mr Vinod 
Misia have created confusion among 
the militant cadres of his group who 
arc not at all willing to open up mass 
fronts and are eager to carry out the 
annihilation programme more 
faithfully Already a ‘Rectification’ 
group has emerged with Mr Nisith 
Bhattacharya as its leader. Mr 
Bhattacharya, a former lecturer of 
chemistry in Calcutta’s Bangabasi 
College, is a militant revolutionary 
bv nature He masterminded a jalt- 
bieak in Calcutta's Presidency Jail 


in 1976. He wad subsequently ar¬ 
rested somewhere in Howrab dis¬ 
trict. 

But Mr Nisiihi Bhattacharya can¬ 
not go ahead with his plan too rigid¬ 
ly right now as the influence of his 
group among the student followers 
of Mr Vinod Misra's CPI (M L), on 
whom be depends so much, is not yet 
very strong. They, however, hope 
to evoke response from the people 
by the very extremism of their faith 
and practice, though they are not 
sure bow far their slogans can catch 
the imagination of the younger 
generation those days. To prove 
their existence and the leal for 
Charu Marumdar’s line of action, 
they are now ready to go to any 
length. The orgy of future violence 
in this State can- only be gauged 
from this viewpoint. 

PARTHA SARATHI KAR 


Why they behead statues 


This unsigned letter was received 
by SUNDAY from some people 
calling themselves The Red 
Guards’. Statues of national 
leaders in Calcutta have been the 
targets of some anarchists. At 
first the statue of Iswar Chandra 
Vidyasagar was 'beheaded'. This 
was followed by attacks on statues 
of Netoji Subhas Chandra Roee 
and Raja Rammohan Roy. All 
recognised political parties la 
West Bengal and one faction of 
the CPI(M-L) have deplored 
these actions, which The Red 
Guards’ claim to havo carried 
out. _ 

\\J<E, who have beheaded some 
Iff statues, desire to place the 
real truth and ideology behind 
our actions in Calcutta and other 
provinces, to the proletariat, the 
toilers, the middle class, student- 
youths and intellectuals and the 
other progressive and revolutionary 
people at large. 

The present economic system 
of our country (semi-feudal and 
semi-colonial) cannot solve the 
acute proMeraa of the people, 
whatever the attempts to reform 
tills system. As the leaves and 
branches of a tree draw their 
nourishment from the roots, this 
system founded on a decaying 
economic base, cannot also give 
rise to a democratic culture 
i^rrespoading to, the needs of the 
tofang masses. 

■ \ 

oaages.ci the European 
itacd wire the fruits of a 
" "’atic revolution— 
volution tiiobgb 




throwing the feudal classes, Thus 
many ot them were supporters, 
and indeed determining factors, 
of the democratic revolution. But 
the determining personages of tbe 
so-called Bengal Renaissance 
(which was a fake renaissance 
designed to divert the attention 
of the, middle clast and the petty- 
bourgeoisie from the country-wide 
peasant uprisings against the 
British imperialists and to estab¬ 
lish the colonial culture), who are 
being extolled to the skies in India 
today, were lackeys of the British 
opposed to the then raging demo¬ 
cratic struggle. Under the veil 
ot ‘reform’’, they tried their level 
best to save their masters from 
complete uprootment and to en- 
sure that they (the British) could 
carry on unabated their loot and 
rape of our beloved motherland. 
Today’s rulers are following in 
the footsteps of those Predecessors 
of theirs, to serve their foreign 
masters (the Soviet add US. im¬ 
perialists, particularly the Soviet 
social-imperiahsfs), and under the 
dictates of those very masters. 
That is why they are Striving in 
vain to establish the fake leaders 
hke Baja Rarnmohan Roy, Iswar 
Chandra Vidyasagar, Gandhi and 
the like, in the minds of the. 
people But not the real heroes 
of India’s liberation war, the 
heroes of the Indian WaT of In¬ 
dependence of 1857, the heroes ol 
Wahabi, Sanyas, Santal and 
numerous, other peasant revolts 
against the* fecial lords and 
British imperialism-—Sidhu, Kanu, 
Chand Bhatrab,, Manga) Pandey, 
dov/vi to Comrades Babuial, Butan, 
Petal, Comrades Charu Mazumdar, 
S3if Dhttf and Jahar, They are 
not concerned abejut the life and 
. fdetilogy of Such Immortal to 


volutionaries hke Khudiram Bose, 
Surya Sen, Bhagat Singh, etc., the 
beacon-lights for tbe revolutionary 
patriotic masses, Erroneous histo¬ 
ries and fako leaders ate upheld 
today to veil and distort the really 
glorious tradition of struggle of 
our dear motherland. But our 
age is not that of the compradors 
and traitors—it is the age of the 
conscious revolutionary imple¬ 
mentation of ChairmanS (Mao’S) 
thoughts, the age of establishing 
armed revolutionary State power 
in Naxalbari, Bhojpur, Bankura 
and the armed proletariat upris¬ 
ings of Kanpur and Gbaziabad, of 
spontaneous mass uprisings in 
Andhra Pradesh. Tamil Nadu, 
Nagpur, that is, a thoroughly re- 
volutionary age. The revolutionary 
youth have started realising the 
real history of the 18th and 19th 
centuries and are beheading the 
statues of fake leaders. 

But let the reactionaries know 
that nothing can be achieved by 
mutilating the statue of Jatin 
Das,, the heroic martvr of the 
liberation war. We will destroy 
the. statues of the lackevs of im. 
periaHsts and will establish and 
pr«erve those of the great leaders 
and martyrs of national liberation 

Twt u e !H 0t i atlc a I m . ed druggie. 
This is the hope and desire of the 

people. Hence our call to tha 
people is- 

(1) Unveil the real history of 
India. 

.C2> The reactionaries have start- 
ed mutilating the stgtnes of great 
f-ISkU tu>n ^ ne l — crush those 
LlSJj® 8 w ¥> h * v e mutilated tha 

grppt revolutionary Jatin Das, 

Bed Salute, 

The Red Guards. 
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VIRENDRA SHANKAR 
ON WAY OUT? 

IT SEEMS the Principal Secre¬ 
tary to the Prime Minister, V. 
Shankar, is on his way out. Mr 
Desai is busy scouting for a re¬ 
placement. Lately, even the Prime 
Minister has not been happy witlr 
Mr Shankar’s doings. 

In fact, the break between the 
patron Desai and the protege 
Shankar is almost complete. The 
last straw was Shankar’s alleged 
hand in jacking up the commis¬ 
sion to a Kuwait firm for a pro¬ 
posed housing project in that 
country from the permissible 
three per cent of the value of the 
contract to 10 per cent. Engineer¬ 
ing Projects India Limited, a pub¬ 
lic sector undertaking, had almost 
dinched the Rs 400-crore project 
When Shankar reportedly direct¬ 
ed the RBI to grant a 10 per cent 
commission to the Kuwaitese 
liaison party. It was at this stage 
that the matter was brought to 
the knowledge of the TPrime 
Minister. Desai scotched the grant 
of the commission and along 
with ft the award of the project 
to the EPI. One wonders why, in 
the first place, Shankar hiked the 
t Commission to 10 per cent when 
the standing orders are there that 
It would not be more than three 
per cent 


RAM RAJYA IN 
THE PRESS 

EVER SINCE the sex scandal in' 
valving Suresh Kumar broke out. 
Baku Jagjlvan Ram’s camp has 
been preoccupied with “managing 
the Press.” Operation cover-up 
has been an exceedingly success¬ 
ful job, showing once again that 
the press likes to remain on the 
right side of the powers that be. 

, On the night of August 23, 
when the story first broke, the 
Delhi edition of the “Indian 
Express” somehow killed,' the 
‘scoop’. However, someone slip¬ 
ped up and the order for Se 
withdrawal of the story never 
reached the paper’s other editions, 
with the result that they played up 
“la affaire Suresh” on the front 
page. 

Next day Babuji’s PR boys sent 
out broad hints to editors and 
even crime reporters handling the 
story and suggested the angle to 
be taken- Babuji himself got in 
touch with some editors and pro¬ 


prietors. The result was that all 
the newspapers carried the Suresh 
Kumar version though the other 
Side of the story was not difficult 
to get. 

The following day, August 25, 
Babuji summoned a group of 
editors from the national Press. 
In his best endearing and be¬ 
seeching manner, he sold the line 
that politics should he kept aloof 
from sex and blackmail as it was 
certain that it was a case of 
political blackmaiL The top edi¬ 
tors were only too willing to fall 
in line. At least two of them 
went back and wrote leader 
articles whereas a third editorial¬ 
ised heavily in a so-called straight: 
news report on Raj Narain’s 
Press conference. And included 
plenty of quotes from Babuji. 
Even the intro of this story came 
straight from Babuji. 


MRS SURESH 
KUMAR'S STATEMENT 


YET ANOTHER illustrative in¬ 
stance of how easily (or shall we 
say voluntarily?) the Press can 
be managed, happened on Sun¬ 
day, August 27. Suyesh Kumar’s 
legally wedded wife personally 
went around the newsaper offices 
giving a signed Press statement. 
Neither the two news agencies, 
PTI. and UNI, nor any of the 
newspapers of the capital carried 
a word of what was essentially 
an innocent statement. 

A desperate .Mrs Kumar 
reached the UNI office the next 
day with a copy of the same 
statement. Within minutes her 
daughter, who is living with her 
father in Babuji’s official resi¬ 
dence, rushed to the scene. Both 
traded abuses. Mather called 
daughter a kid who had sold out 

S the luxuries of life provided 
Ram and his son whereas the 
22-year-old college-going daughter 
said nasty things about ;■ her 
mother. 

The bizarre scene of the ex¬ 
change of invectives between the 
mother and the daughter west 
on for full ope hour. During this 
time almost all the reporters of 
UNI and from most of the other , 
newspapers in the city made it to 
the spot but net a line appeared 
in the next morning’s papers. An 
“Indian Express” - reporter had 
filed a simple story about the 
quarrel between the mother and 
daughter but even that was kill¬ 
ed because its., proprietor had 


been requested by Babuji. that 
evening to do so. Only “The 
Statesman” showed some news ., 
sense when it filed a small single 
column story on Mrs Suresh 
Kumar’s statement the following 
day. 

The signed statement of Mrs 
Kumar, which never appeared in 
the papers was: “I, Mrs Kama! 
Suresh Kuriiar, wife of Mr Suresh 
Kumar, son of the Defence Minis¬ 
ter, Mr Jagjivan Ram, regret to 
say that my husband has been 
pressurising me, ever since the 
scandal of his affair with Miss 
Susbma Chaudhary began affect¬ 
ing the chances of my father-in- 
law becoming the Pririie Minister, 
not to stand in his way of marry¬ 
ing Miss Chaudhary. Mr Suresh 
Kumar seems to feel that marry¬ 
ing her would help salvage my 
father-in-law’s political image. 
Mr Suresh Kumar has sent some 
emissaries to me at my mother s 
residence in Defence Colony to 
pressurise me and our daughter 
to agree to the marriage with 
Miss Chaudhary. I am appealing 
to the President of India and the 
Prime Minister to somehow pre¬ 
vent this marriage which will 
ruin the lives of mine and my 
daughter. Mr Suresh Kumar 
seems to be bent on saving the 
political image of his father at 
any cost.” 

A LESSON FOR A 
SECRETARY _ 

EDUCATION SECRETARY, Gov¬ 
ernment of India, P. Sabanaya- 
gam’s daughter is well-versed in 
classical Indian dancing and 
SabanAyagam has, naturally, been 
doing, everything possible to make 
bis daughter a celebrity. 

The other day he sent her on 
a cultural 1 trip to some Westerh 
countries in response to an invi¬ 
tation extender, to the Ministry 
of Education. Here, only the un¬ 
charitable have raised eyebrows 
that the secretary should have 
noihinaiied his own daughter — 
however valid her case may be 
to be included in the cultural 
troupe. , v 

But what has really beea takea 
as gross misuse of authority is 
Sabanayagam’s actian in sending 
bis wife on a foreign Jaunt as 
part of another cultural ^lega¬ 
tion. Even the Minister of Educa¬ 
tion, P. C Cbunder, a mild man 
who is not unduly bothered about 


Ministry, could not, 
eat at his Secretary's 


help botjpfotest at his S 
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Tensions mounting in Jharkhand 

- ——. — ; ~ —- ... ■ — 

Will the Centre act in time ? 


O N July 2, 1877, the Jharkhand 
Party President Mr Niral Enem 
Dora met the Prime Minister Mr 
Mararji Desai. The following dia¬ 
logue ensued: 

Mr. Desai: I'll make everyone 
happy so that nobody will demand 
a separate Jharkhand. 

Mr Roro: How ? 

Mr Detal: We’ll pump in more 
money. 

Mr Horo : God knows how much 
money has been poured into the 
region over the years. Nothing has. 
been done. 

Mr Desai: I'll talk to the Bihar 
Government and tell them that if 
you neglect Chotanagpur you'll 
lose it. 

Mr Horo: It's like asking the 
tiger to protect a goat. 

“From the time o£ Jaipa! Singh 
till now,” said Mr Horo, “we have 
been fighting with memorandums. 
Now there will be a mass struggle, 
a real war.” Jharkhand, says Mr A. 
K. Roy, the MP from Dhanbad and 
leader of the militant Marxist Co-or¬ 
dination Committee, is a victim of “in¬ 
ternal colonialism”. According to Mr 
Shibu Soren, the general secretary 
of the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha, “the 
final solution lies in a separate Jhar¬ 
khand State.” 


Jharkhand has been destroyed. 
The tribal economy has been shat¬ 
tered. The tribal culture has been 
invaded. AH the evils like caste divi¬ 
sions, the Brahmin system and fe¬ 
male bondage are being imposed. 
That is why in Jharkhand where equ¬ 
ality; self-sufficiency and merry-mak¬ 
ing dominated the tribal life, there 
are today poor Adivasis, starving 
Adivasis, dying Adivasis. They were 
the masters of Jharkhandi Today 
every year over a lakh Adivasis are 
transported out of their homeland. 

In the last quarter of 1977, very 
suddenly a labyrinth of organisations 
sprang up in Jharkhand, all asking 
for a separate .State. One was led 
by Mr Lalit Oraon, Bihar's Forest 
Minister, another by ex-MP Mrs. 
Jabanara Jaipal Singh, wife of great 
tribal leader late Jaipal Singh, a 
third by Congress MLA, Mr Kartik 
Oraon and so op. Mr Oraon draught 
into hi$ Alag Rajya Sangharsh 
SamUi (Separate State Struggle Com¬ 
mittee) also Mr N. E. Horo, Presi¬ 
dent of the Jharkhand Party and 
Mr Bagun Sombrai. MP and T’resi- 
dent of the All-India Jharkhand 
Party. Huge demonstrations were 
held in..all the towns of Chotanagpur 
region. But, later, due to promises 
and coercion from the Karpoori Tha- 
kur Ministry, and their inherent 
weaknesses, the organisations broke 
up and disappeared. Mr Bagon 
Sombrai fell asleep in Delhi: Mr 
Lalit Oraon was chided into silence; 


Mr Kartik Oraon, whose politics had 
always rested on anti-separatist 
plank, went back home, overawed by 
the “violence” preached and practis¬ 
ed by the workers of the Jharkhsa4 
Party. Meanwhile in May, 1978; Mr 
Horo called for a long programme 
of struggle and gave the Government 
of India a deadline of August 15, 
1978, for granting statehood to Jhar¬ 
khand. The Marxist Co-ordination 
Committee and Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha allied with Mr Horn's Jhar¬ 
khand Party in this programme. 

The resurgence of nationalist 
movement in Jharkhand has horri¬ 
fied the Government. The Bihar 
Government has hurriedly set 
up three development autho¬ 
rities. one for North Chotanagpur, 
another for South Chotanagpur and 
a third for Santal Parganas. Old 
proposals like a mini-State secreta¬ 
riat in the region are being carried 
out; “special plans” are being formu¬ 
lated, researches and fresh studies 
ordered. At no cost, Bihar wants to 
lose Chotanagpur. 

J HARKHAND Is a fleshy body in¬ 
viting all kinds of vultures, la 
1947, Bengal's Chief Minister, Mr 
Suhrawardy bad tried to marge 
Chotanagpur with Bengal by persu¬ 
ading Lord Mountbatten. At the 
time of States’ reorganisation in mid* 
fifties, the area had been dairaed 
both by West Bengal end Orissa. But 
the States Reorganisation Commis¬ 
sion said. “The separation of Soutfr 
Bihar will affect the entire economy- 
of the existing State. The plains are 
predominantly agricultural, and'' the 
Chotanagpur plateau provides an in¬ 
dustrial balance.” The SRCs argu¬ 
ment was an answer to the Jhar¬ 
khand nationalists, then led by Mr 
Jaipal Singh. 

This was a bogus argument. Chota* 
nagpur plateau has provided no “in¬ 
dustrial balance". The industries and 
the mines in the area do not exist 
for the. agrarian economy of Bihar; 
despite fertiliser units, there is an 
acute shortage, of fertilisers; in the 
area. “Industrialisation has not help- : 
Od the Blharis, and it has ruined the 
Adivasis,” said Mr Horo. “We are 
victims of development”, he added. 

Since Independence mom thin she 
lakh Adivasis have been uprooted in 
order to 4et up various projects., 
■ 'There are unfit villages -^arouffif 
power stations, there are AfiVasia 
still using earthenware near the alu¬ 
minium factories. The land of the 
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Adivasis of Chandwa village near 
Ranchi was taken away for a drink¬ 
ing water supply project by the 
Heavy Engineering Corporation, not 
a single tap Was provided in 
Chandwa. 

"Wc demand a separate Jharkhand 
because they have made us refugees 
in our home," says Mr Horo, the 
former secretary of Lutheran 
Church in Chotanagpur. It was his 
grandfather who was first converted 
into Christianity, It was around that 
time (1910-20) when the first genera¬ 
tion of educated Adivasis emerged 
from the mission institutions. In 1915, 
a Chotanagpur political conference 
was held and a dozen of Christianis¬ 
ed and educated Adivasis formed an 
organisation of that name. A de¬ 
cade later, Chotanagpur Unnati 
Samaj was set up, with an aim of 
improving the socio-economic condi¬ 
tions of the Adivasis. The Samaj 
later submitted a memorandum to 
the Simon Commission, demanding 
a separate State. In 1938 Adivasi 
Mahasabha was formed, which open¬ 
ly intended a separate State. It was 
at this time that Mr Jaipal Singh was 
called to lead the nationalist move¬ 
ment. 



Mr Jaipal Singh, who was to 
emerge as Marang Gomke — the 
supreme leader—of the Jharkhandis, 
was horn in a Munda family in a 
Ranchi village. His brilliance at St. 
Paul School, Ranchi diew the attrac¬ 
tion of principal Cannon Crossgrave, 
who took him later to England. Mr 
Jaipal Singh took a degree from 
Oxfoid, joined the Colonial Service, 
went to Chana. but was soon back 
to India lor a job in Buimah Shell 
Oil Company. Some years later hp 
became the finance and colonisation 
Mimsttn of the erstwhile princely 
State of Bikaner. Once he was 
coming to Ranchi from Bikaner 
when some British officers crossed 
him in the train, “You are educated 
and intelligent Why don’t you woik 
for the welfare of your tribes¬ 
men ?” This was a reminiscence he 
would narrate to his followers after 
adorning the leadership of the 
nationalist movement. In 1939, Mr 
Jaipal Singh met the Governor of 
Bihar to justify separation of Jhar¬ 
khand. He then tried to see the 
Congress leaders, mainly, Dr Rajen- 
dra Prasad; he was refused audi¬ 
ence. Mr Jaipal Singh wanted the 
Adivasi Mahasabha and the Indian 
National Congress to work together 
in the anti-colonial struggle; he want¬ 
ed that Jharkhand’s independence be 
backed by the Congress. The closed- 
door policy of the Congress leader¬ 
ship alienated the Adivasis. In 1950, 
the Jharkhand Party was formed; it 
won 70 per cent ef the scheduled- 
tribe seats in the first Genei ai Elec¬ 
tions, to emerge as the main Opposi¬ 
tion in the Bihar Legislature. 

That was the first zenith of the 
Jharkhand movement, and so far the 
last The Congress leaders, much 
Uka today’s Jsteata mints, were stead 
a galpat the A^vasi nationalism, they 


hatched all sorts of intrigues to shat¬ 
ter the movement. In 1963, Mr 
Jaipal Singh merged the Jharkhand 
Party into the Congress, on being 
promised by Mr Jawaharla! Nehru 
and the then Bihar Chief Minister, 
Mr Binodanand Jha that the Adivasis 
would get a fair deal—a promise 
which proved to be a sugar-coated 
bitter pill The Adivasis never 
accepted the merger. Mwrga hat 
dtya, they' said, meaning tnat Mr 
Jaipal Singh slaughtered the cock- 
election symbol by which Jharkhand 
Party was known to the Adivasis. 
Rejecting the merger, two eminent 
leaders—Mr Gopal Munjal, the gene¬ 
ral secretary and Mr Paul Dayal, 
MLA—kept themselves out. Between 
1963-66, 10 of the 20 Jharkhahd 
MLAs were out of Congress to re¬ 
vive the AU-lndia Jharkhand Party. 
A few years later, the leaders of 
Santal Parganas district formed Hul 
Jharkhand Party. In 1971, the All- 
India Jharkhand party broke into 
two factions, one led by Mr Bagum 
Sombrai and another by Mr N. E. 
Horo. Today, there are about a 
dozen big and small political orga¬ 
nisations in Chotanagpur, wedded to 
the aim of a separate Jharkhand 
State. 

'PHE Adivasis are extremely simple 
-L people. Therefore they are easily 
cheated. The separatist leaders, one 
After one, have been won over, 
misled, corrupted and finally torn out 
of their base by the successive Chief 
Ministers, "There are many MLAs 
and MPa of Jharkhand’’, admits Mr 
Shfbu Soren, “who in Patna and 
Delhi get bogged down in foreign 
liquor and other culture.” There are 
two elements, which buy off the Adi- 
vast lenders*, the Ministers and the 
merchants. The price may be e lucra¬ 
tive post or assured luxury. This 


weakness of Adivasi leaders ha$ 
been the greatest strength of Jhar¬ 
khand’s ruling classes—the mer¬ 
chants, zamindars and the Indus¬ 
trialists. Very cleverly, these classes 
on the other hand prop up political 
organisations like the Jana Sungh, 
Openly working for the perpetuation 
of Hindu culture, the culture which 
has created class divisions within the 
great, egalitarian Adivasi society, the 
Jana Sangh has among its pillars, 
the Marwaris and notorious alien 
zamindars like the Rajah of Palkot 
and the Rajah ot Riru 

Jana Sangh's propaganda rests 
directly on rommunahsni: “The 

foreign Christian missionaries will 
ruin yon,” they tell the Adivasis. 
Curiously, this view is shared by the 
CPI. Bihar’s Agriculture Minister, 
Mr Kapildeo Singh also says that the 
Jharkhand movement is the brain¬ 
child of Christian missionaries “This 
is an entirely wrong conception," re¬ 
torted Mr veer Bharat Talwar, one 
of the select Jharkhand nationalist 
Intellectuals. The Christian missions 
have played a historic rote in Jhar¬ 
khand; they gave the Adivasis educa¬ 
tion and protection from the alien 
hounds. No doubt, in the beginning 
of the movement, the Christian 
priests took the Initiative, "as they 
aid for human rights at Montgomery 
under the leadership of Martin 
Luther King.” Christianization meant 
education and consciousness in , 
Jharkhand. Even today only five per 
cent of the Adivasis in Jharkhand 
are Christians and only three of the 
20 key leaders of the movement are 
Christians. The teim "foreign 
missionaries" Is misleading now for 
most of the bishops and pastors are 
Adivasis. There' are no foreign 
bishops in Lutheran Church and the 
Church of North India (Anglican); 
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in tb« t&thollc Church, there are 
ft few hat. But since under the law, 
nor foreign missionary is now allowed 
fb. When the present ones are dead 
all the churches will be run by the 
Adivasis. 

There Is another misconception 
that in Jharkhand the Adtvasis are 
a minority—only 40 per cent of 
fhO total population. The truth is' 
that the other 42 per cent of Kurmis, 
Sedans, Cheroes and Haitians and 
Momins are also Adivasis; their cul¬ 
ture and economy are still tribal. In 
the last few hundred centuries, these 
tribes have come under attack from 
Hindu culture to lose some ot the 
tribal traits. The point that they 
are not Scheduled Tribes does not 
make them Hindus. According to 
the separatists, only 18 per cent of 
Jharkhand’s population is non tubal, 
comprising the Puitjabis, Mai wans, 
Bengalis, Biharis and Oriyas. 

nHHERE is a lot of confusion about 
the map of Jharkhand The 
Jharkhand leaders are to be blamed 
since some demand a separate State 
of Chotanagpur and Santal Parga- 
nas areas while others of the 16 dis 
tncts spread over four Stafes—Ranchi, 
Dhanbad, Smghbhum Ha’zaribagh, 
Gmdih, Palamau and Santal Par- 
ganas in Bihar, Furulia, Midnapore 
and Bankura in West Bengal; Mayur- 
bhanj, Sambalpur, Keonjhar and 
Sundergarh in Orissa; and SargCija 
and Raigarh in Madhya Pradesh. 
Even today there are two streams of 
the Jharkhand nationalist movement 
one for a Jharkhand of Adtvasi 
areas in Bihar only and another for 
the bigger one It is a fact that the 
nationalist movement had always 
been concentrated in the areas of 
Bihar; all the leaders belong to 
these areas. During Mr Jaipal 
Singh's time, organisation had cm 
braced the other States also There 
are still units of various parties m 
the States, like Orissa and West 
Bengal, but they are not as strong 
as their mam arms m Bihar. 

One of the principal reasons whv 
Jharkhand's nationalist movement 
could be easily shattered was the 
complete lack of any ideological 
formulation. A mere demand could 
pot be an ideology. The question of 
nationalities and self-determination 
was not concretely placed. Emotiona 
Usm remained the forte of iht 
movement. One serious result of this 
was that the Adivasis only followed 
the leaders deifying them. If the 
leader sold himself to the rulers, 
that was an end of tho movement. 
The neople didn’t have any ideology 
to Sail back upon. 

What are the aims ot the move¬ 
ment? The nationalists say they 
Will restore the old, egalitarian tribal 
economy and wipe out the evils of the 
Hindu system, like the castes, dowry, 
and the work-;ip of idols and Bran- 
mans. In 1973-75 the Jharkhand 
Mukti Morcha led by Mr Shibu soren 
brought about, ti»* "restoration’' in 
selected «r|at like Tundi In Dhan¬ 



bad, the moneylenders, the zamin- 
dars, the contractors were thrown out 
and collective farming, collective 
schooling, banking, and collective 
labour were introduced, evils like 
drinking and polygamy were eradi¬ 
cated "Don't rely on the Govern¬ 
ment," the Adivasis were told. “The 
Government has only worked for the 
capitalists in Jharkhand," Mr Horo 
asserts Big dams, big factories, (and 
big research projects), whom do they 
serve 9 The Adivasis have been 
given no employment in the indus¬ 
tries Only the jobs of coohe-rezas 
bv the contractors. And Jharkhand 
doesn’t need big irrigation projects. 
The land is suited only to small 
village-level dams on small hilly 
brooks. Bogus intellectuals like 
Messrs Sachchidanand Sinha, L P. 
Vidyarthi and Yogendranath Sinha 
have minted money in researches on 
tnbals. The Rs 320-crore tribal sub- 
Ian launched with much ado in 1975, 
as proceeded not a millimetre. The 
Meso projects under the sub-plan 
are a sheer wastage; there Is no work 
for the staff. “We don't understand 
whv we are here," a Meso official 
said. 


its goal 9 Practically, only four orga¬ 
nisations command the following—the 
Jharkhand Party, the All-India Jhar¬ 
khand Party, the Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha and the Birsa Seva DaL The 
Jharkhand Party’s movement is get- 
ing response from the Adivasis. (The 
young generation of Adtvasis is very 
restive; thev blame us? the leaders, 
for soft pedalling, says Mr Horn). 
Prom May 22 to August 14, a “non- 
co-operation agitation" was conduct¬ 
ed, as a result in many areas no tax 
was paid, the survey-settlement reve¬ 
nue camps were withdrawn, work on 
projects like KoerKaro stopped and 
oanebayat elections bovcotted. August 
15 was observed as a “day of mourn¬ 
ing" since “on that dav, Indians got 
freedom, not the Jharkhandis”. Then 
followed a turbulent programme up 
to September 15, including sit-ins. 
bnndhs and gheraos. But will all 
this achieve a nation for Jhar- 
khandis ? 

“We have warrior traditions," de¬ 
clares Mr Shibu Sven. "Our ances¬ 
tors populated Jharkhand after fight¬ 
ing out the wild beasts We will get 
a Jharkhand State by fighting” 


S THE Jharkhand nationalist move¬ 
ment strong enough to achieve 
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A bereaved father's crusade against 
doctors' callousness 


, ,, but the law cannot give him back his daughter 


^FHERE is nothing remarkable 
* about death except when it 
occurs under mysterious conditions. 
The surgeon’s forceps and fork 
often initiate the process of recovery, 
yet there have been occasions when 
carelessness on the part of the sur¬ 
geon has resulted in instant or slow 
death. In the case of twenty-year- 
old Chitra Kar, daughter of Major 
Subodh Kar, death was instanta¬ 
neous. In the suspense-packed 
drama which followed, a loving 
father's belief in the carelessness of 
the doctor was honourably vindicat¬ 
ed. This, of course, after a record 
period of fourteen years. The lather, 
an ex-army officer who lost twenty 
pounds of weight during his court 
ordeal is certainly a believer in the 
rule of law today. 


It all began fifteen years ago. 
Chitra Kar, the younger of two sis¬ 
ters, at that time a student of 
class eleven at Calcutta’s South 
Point School was taken ill and ad¬ 
mitted to the SSKM hospital in the 
ality. She was sutiering from atriol 
septal defect in the cardiac region. 
Chitra’s hoioscopc indicated that the 

f irl’s lutky phase would last till 
anuary 23, 19G3, and hence the doc¬ 
tor was requested to perform the 
operation by that date. But It was 
not to be because the doctor had 
outstation engagements; a fact that 
was interestingly pointed out hrst 
by the Government’s enquiry com¬ 
mittee and later by the Judge in his 
final verdict. January 31st was 
^eventually selected for the impend- 
fing operation. On that fateful day, 
' Chitra crossed three major surgical 
hurdles. 


Past midnight, at 240 am Mr 
Subodh Kar was summoned from the 
visitors’ lounge to look at his dead 
daughter lyjng amidst the white 
sheets, her face peculiarly red. 


For the bereaved father, things 
were obviously getting fast out of 
control. He shouted more in an¬ 
guish than anger: "Doctor, you 
rcould have called me earlier. I 
could have touched her when she 
breathed her last.” Major Kar had 
been a doctor In the army; he could 
not forget the look on his daughters 
red face. Soon he was convinced 
that her death had occurred due to 
the surgeon’s negligence and not 
naturally. 


Chaturthl Paralaukik Kria are 
certain Hindu religious rites per¬ 
formed fear days after a person s 
it was the last Major 


death.. 
Kar cou 



do, for the next fifteen 
ither could not leave Ms 
no son. and recently 


my son-in-law too had died," he said, 
as he recounted his tragedy to this 
correspondent. 

The first petition that Major Kar 
filed was before the Director of 
Health Services, West Bengal, in 
which he alleged that his daughter 
had died due to the negligence of 
the hospital personnel. An Enquiry 
Committee was subsequently set up. 
On August 16, 1963 the State Gov 
ernment in its Administrative Ins¬ 
truction No 10 of 1963 carried the 
report of the enquiry committee. It 
noted that “the operating surgeon 
was not available for some time to 
direct treatment for deterioration of 
the patient’s condition during the 
post-operative phase”, and that 
theie was insufficient teamwork and 
incomplete maintenance of hospital 
records. The report was signed by 
Mr N C. Chatterjee, DHS. During 
the course of the enquiry Major 
Kar was subjected to threats and In¬ 
timidation over the phone and in 
person. The Detective Department 
posted a security guard outside hia 
house and he was advised to walk 
on the footpaths, lest a speeding car 
run him down His determination 
to fight back with the aid of the 
police soon deflated his tormentors. 



take the matter to court. What 
could have been a quick legal ope¬ 
ration. took an incredible fourteen 
years, taxing the patience of the 
complainant (Mr Subodh Kar) and 
the defendants (The State of West 
Bengal). On March 25, 1964 the case 
was filed in the court of the 4th 
Sub-Judge Alipore (Money Suit No. 
11 of 1964). 

.The damages that Major Kar de¬ 
manded were originally Rs. 1,49,800 
but he subsequently reduced it to 
Rs. 10,000. To claim this amount in 
the court, a fee of Rs. 750 was re¬ 
quired. Generous friends came to 
his help at this juncture and the 
ball was set rolling. The case was 
not heard for the first two years. 
Eventually Sub-Judge Pasupati Dutta 
sat through its first session on 
15.12.1966. In March 1969, the case 
was transferred to the court of the 
10th Additional District Judge. With¬ 
in a few months, Judge D. C, Cha* 
kraborty was transferred. The new 
judge, Mr Leelamoy Ghosh took up 
the case in February 1971. How¬ 
ever the Defendant's counsel pray- 
ed first for time and then there was 
a concerted attempt to get the case 
transferred to the Calcutta High 
Court. This failed. 

By this lime Mr Leelamoy Ghosh 
had been transferred and his place 


Printers' angels 


P INTERS of Belgaum united, 
they had nothing to lose out 
their compositors. That was some 
vears ago, when compositors be¬ 
gan to demand more 
else In an inspired and tong 
term view of the problem, the 
printers’ association trained wo¬ 
men for the job. Since keeping 
borne fires burning at which 
they* must surely be very good, 
judging from the number of 
children some of them have-- « 
their whole time job, the women 
compositors of Belgaum are hired 
by the hour, not by the day. 
TTieir knowledge of the language 
does not go beyond identifying 
alphabets itt English. pevnMrl 
and Kannada. The printing 
presses are generally small, each 
with not more than two or three 
thousand of kilos of lead types. 
If words like 'Iniussusreptlon 
and “Mississipi" occur in the 
game manuscript, one press often 
borrows from another a couple of 


the recurririg SSs. The girls 
work only during the day, for 
obvious reasons, refusing any in¬ 
centives for real pali. S. R Kal- 
kundrikar, ex-Indian Navy who has 
named his son and his printing 
press *Vlkrant’ after his old ship, 
says that in Belgaum there could 
never be any printer’s devils’, 
only "angels” being in the line . 

B ELGAUM’S most well patron¬ 
ised whoreshop is, indeed, 
totally revolutionary. Named 
"J. P. Boarding and Lodging”, the 
madam is fifty plus and the under¬ 
nourished girls could be anything 
from IS to 30. The piece dt re¬ 
sistance, however, is the madam, 
amongst other secret reasons, 
"because she is god-fearing”, and 
to are presumably her Sixty plus 
patrons, considering that they 
respectfully call her Devi. 


MARIO CABRAt E SA, Goa 
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(•Hen by Ml? A. N. Sea Gopta. 
Beginning on 15.3.1973, he heard 
the cue for about six week* be¬ 
fore he was transferred. 

Destiny seemed to have reserved 
the Judgment in this case for Mr 
Ranabir Mahapatra, Sixth Additional 
District Judge Alipore. The hearing 
started on 26.10.76 and on 51.1.1978, 
the court upheld that Miss Chitra 
Kar had died, “in circumstances of 
negligent massive transfusion of 
stored blood and that the State of 
West Bengal was vicariously liable 
in this matter." The judgment also 
noted that overtransfusion was fol¬ 
lowed by overtransmission. More 
over “bottle blood when U9ed creates 
cytrate intoxication which is anti- 


coagulatory. To neutralise its effects, 
calcium is generally added. But in 
this case whether calcium gluconate 
was added or not is not clear from 
hospital records.” The court also 
fixed Rs. 5,000 as the sum to be paid 
to the complainant as damages. 

Major Kar's joy at victory is 
naturally tinted with inexplicable 
sorrow “If Chitra were to be alive 
today she would have been a middle- 
aged woman at 35. It is sad that the 
young ones die leaving us behind 
to carry the burden of their fond 
memories", he said with a philoso¬ 
phical nod of his slightly greying 
head. 

BIDHAN SINHA. Calcutta 


Violence rocks Vizag, 
Hyderabad 


Another month oj disquiet jor Channa Reddy 7 


T HOSE were glorious days indeed 
m 1971, when our brave Navy- 
men at Visakhapatnam blasted 
Ghazi, the piesligious Pakistani sub- 
f marine m the waters off the port 
town m the Bay ot Benga , averting 
what could have surely been a cata¬ 
strophe Those werif the days when 
the people of Vizag greeted the 
navymen with open arms and 
shouted namaskaram to them. 

Today, In less than eight years of 
that euphoria, two druiiken men 
weie silly enough to forfeit all 
that goodwill to the point of preci¬ 
pitating a national problem 

People in this northern district of 
Andhra Pradesh are largely frail and 
unassuming, with a tradition of sea- 
fare which has naturally endeared 
them to the navy ever since the 
dawn of independence 


But all this changed on Saturday, 
August 26. The time was 9 pm 
Two navalmen drank too much in the 
sailors’ mess near INS Sathavabgua 
and boarded a city bus Inside the 
bus there were two quite “familiar" 
faces of the opposite sex probably 
; known for their gay life. They were 
making advances, joking and giggl¬ 
ing. 0 ther passengers, mostly ship¬ 
yard workers, and the driver did not 
like it. And that was enough pro¬ 
vocation for a quarrel. In the 
melee the navalmen got the worst of 
it But they would not take it lying 
down. So they got together more 
of their agitated colleagues and in¬ 
tercepted the bus on its return 
journey. The conductor of the bus 
was seised, detained in the adminis¬ 
trative office and asked to identify 
the Hindestss Shipyard workers who 
had assaulted the navy personnel. 
Soon other busmen catee to know of 
the "abductiod’’ nod gathered at tha 
nearby Mahalaxmi cinema, not for 


away from the naval park The 
agitated busmen tried to enter the 
Nausena Bagh quarters but were 
successfully held back by the police. 
The conductor was by now freed. 
It was 2 am on Sunday morning. 
Navalmen converged on Mahaiaxmi 
Talkies from different directions and 
thrashed the busmen and other 
civilians The public retaliatr-d by 
burning a naval truck which was 
passing that way and also setting 
fire to a bus. 

About this time rumours were cir¬ 
culating that four civilians were 
wrongfully confined by navalmen. To 
this were added other stories that 
sailors’ women were molested, accen¬ 
tuating the tension. 

By now Vice-Admiral Schunker 
and other senior naval officers ar¬ 
rived on the scene to pacify their 
men. The SP who was also present 
at the spot, succeeded in convincing 
the people that the rumours they 
had been provoked by were all base¬ 
less The two sides were thus re¬ 
assured and made to disperse 

The lull was, however, short-lived. 
By daybreak on Sunday, August 27, 
a police patrol party discovered the 
body of B. C Bhatt, a navy petty 
officer, hidden in some bushes. The 
discovery infuriated naval personnel 
They ran amuck again, and retaliat¬ 
ed by attacking mainly civilian ship 
yard workers and their families 
Miscreants set fire to the Mahalaxmi 
cinema and other roadside shops, be¬ 
sides a city bus stop ft Kaltdas, a 
shipyard worker was killed in the 
violence This enraged the public, 
adding to the tension The whole 
area wore the look of a battleground, 
with armed naval men taking posi¬ 
tion against civilians who bad arm¬ 
ed themselves with sticks, and 
whatever they could lay their hands 


on in defiance of the police who 
began dotting themselves at vulner 
able places. At about 3 pm the 
final magistrate promulgated Section 
144 as word went around that a Sikh 
gurdwara in the shipyard compound 
was raided When Sikh naval per¬ 
sonnel rushed to the spot they were 
beaten up by shipyard woikers and 
this gave them an excuse to raid the 
workers’ colony. The navymen 
opened fire, killing on the spot an 
IIT youth, 19-year-old Trinadn Vara 
Prasad. 

By the morning of August 28 the 
IG Mr K. Ramacbandrareddy cut 
short his Guntur programme and 
rushed to Vizag But the collector, 
C. Arjunarao was away at Bombay 
to depose before the Vimadalal 
Commission probing into charges ot 
corruption against the former Chief 
Minister Mr Vengal Rao 

August 28 was comparatively In¬ 
cident-free until 9 pm when shots 
were heard, This was the result of 
indiscriminate firing of 15 rounds 
by navymen from the Nausena Bagh 
In different directions. The police 
discreetly withdrew to avoid a direct 
confrontation with the navymen 
and hence a greater chaos. 

it was 3 am on August 29 and a» 
the joint collector, DIG and SP were 
going towards the Malkapuram joint 
control room, navymen were seen 
standing in front of the mam gate 
Of the naval base, one of them to¬ 
ting a pistol menacingly. The & 
tola him he was not supposed t» 
stand on the road, and at this the 
other navymen, all armed, behaved' 
rudely, and bagan pointing their 
pistols at the police officer. 

The students too were not to miss 
the drama On August 26 college 
students boycotted classes and the 
principals helplessly declared it a 
holiday ostensibly, for heavy rains. 
The students took out processions, 
raising anti-navy slogans, and poli¬ 
tical Parties and trade unions call¬ 
ed for a bundh on August 30 to ex¬ 
press their indignation at the beha¬ 
viour of the navymen. 

Though peace can be said to have 
returned by August 30 with the 
shipyard workers resuming their 
duties and men returning to the 
naval base, it will take long for the 
wounds to heal. Some naval families 
living in the town have moved into 
naval quarters because mistrust lin¬ 
gers. 

Even as Vizag was afire, a minor 
incident between a panwala and 
four customers at Sabzimandi in 
Hyderabad on Sunday night led to 
widespread arson and looting for a 
full two day* necessitating a curfew 
for three days 

The Channa Reddy Government 
thus enters the month of September 
warily because for the people of 
Hyderabad, September has often 
been disquieting. 


D S1TARAM. Hyderabad 
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BOMBAY: Tt all began with telephone 
bells and ended with wedding bells. 
They began their romance on telephone 
when they had their lines disconnected. 
For three days at a stretch their persis¬ 
tent attempts to get their right number 
resulted in their getting hooked again 
and again. Finally the “phoney" love 
united them in a wedlock. The couple 
is now thankful to Bombay Telephones 
for its "inefficiency”, according to a re¬ 
port by Mr S S. Bankeshwar, chairman 
of the Telephone Subscribers’ Associa¬ 
tion, based on a survey conducted by 
the Association — Amrua Bazar Potnko 
(C. Jagdish, Bhubaneshwar) 

CHANDIGARH: The lure of “dupatta" 
landed two persons in Jail here. Kul- 
want Singh snatched the dupatta of a 
young girl in the main shopping centre 
of the city and then made a vain bid to 
escape in an auto-rickshaw. The police 
recovered seven dupattas from the seat 
cavity of the vehicle. The police regis¬ 
tered a case of criminal intimidation 
and evctcasing against Kulwant Singh 
and the scooter driver, Parvesh —The 
Tribune (Guojoginder Singh, Nabha) 

NEW DELHI: The nation's premier medl. 
cal Institute, the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, has- acquired a unique 
dtetinction—a colour blind surgeon per¬ 
forming major operations. The doctor 
allegedly managed to get appointed due 
to nit "connections"—Sunday Standard 
(0. P. Bejaj, Jabalpur) 

SHIMOGA: An enraged husband shaved 
off the head of his newly wedded bride 
because she felt "shy" to go with him on 
a honeymoon. The incident occurred at 
Jamboor village of Sagar Taluk, about 
80 kms from here. The police traced the 
absconding Gowda on a complaint from 
Yellamma. He was produced before a 
Magistrate who remanded him to judicial 
custody—Deccan Herald (Pandit Chan- 
drakanth, Bangalore) 

SHAJPUR: Lord Hanuman at a temple 
here had an unusual “offering" on Inde¬ 


pendence Day. It was a newly born baby 
inside a wrapper. The baby discovered by 
the temple priest, however died because 
of oyernight rain—The Timet of India 
(Rajendra Sinha, Jamshedpur) 

MORADABAD: The Uttar Pradesh Cri¬ 
minal Investigation Department has wor¬ 
ked out a case of impersonation in which 
a person went to jail to undergo five 
years’ imprisonment awarded by the court 
to another person charged with attempt 
to murder Raghbtil Hasan of Khurram- 
nagar village in Moradabad district— 
Deccan Herald (H. V. Jagirdar, Gulbar- 
g») 

NAGPUR: Mr Arya Swami, Spinning 
Master in the Vidharba mills, Schalpur 
(Amravati district), who has not slept a 
wink for over 34 years, is in the best of 
health and finds no difficulty in rarrying 
out bis duties in the textile mill. Mr 
Swami walks daily about two kilometres 
in tbe evening—Indian Express (Sheila 
Suresh, Imphal) 

JAIPUR: On tbe eve of Independence 
Day, people of Khachariawas village in 
Sikar district, were witnessing a play in 
which Mr Prakash Chandra, a local trader 
was enacting the role of a fakir. At 
that very time some thieves broke into 
his house. Mr Prakash Chandra, in his 
fakir’s attire, rushed to bis house where 
he found that the thieves had decamped 
with much booty leaving him almost a 
moneyless fakir—Indian Express (Vinod 
Behl, Kanpur) 


HYDERABAD: A. S. Prabhodhana Rao, 
DSP, Ongole sub-division was trapped on 
August 8 when he demanded ana accep¬ 
ted Rs 500 and 2 pairs of imported pant 
and shirt pieces and 3 purl making ma¬ 
chines from a private commercial exhibi¬ 
tion at Ongole for granting a mike licence. 
He was arrested and later released on 
ball—Indian Express (D. Bhoga Rao, 
Visakhapatnam) 


m 


Recently a friend despatched a 
telegram to his father about the 
death of his grandmother (dadi) 
It read : ”DADi EXPIRED". 
Imagine the father’s surprise and 
concern when he received the tele¬ 
gram inscribed: “DAD I EXPIR¬ 
ED”— Sanjay, Jamshedpur 


without comment 


WHEN CHARAN SINGH resigned, 1 said 
one down, two to go. Last week after 
watching the Rajya Sabha proceedings, 
I said, two down, on« to go. Now 1 have 
a feeling that it is three down with a 
dirty dozen to go—may he AH Baba and 
ail the 40 thieves—Plloo Mody com¬ 
menting on the Suresh Kumar episode. 

A GOOD General never leaks out his 
strategy. Just Walt and see—Raj Narain 
quoted in Debonair. 

C.P.I. is/fls much opposed to Mrs Gandhi 
as CPI(M}—Headline in Indian Express. 

I AM‘JUST running my own State as 


best as possible. I am quite happy to 
look after it—Devraj Urs. 

CAN JANATA PARTY-that handless 
axe without a blade—at all hack the 
noxious Fascist vine that grows by the 
hour?—Arun Shourie in Indian Express. 

Kanti tbe good collector — Headline in 
The Economist. 

JANATA DOES not know how to defend 
itself and the Congress does not know 
the art of opposing—Plloo Mody. 

THE FATE of a great people cannot be 
left to small men without vision—C. N. 
Chittaranjan in Mainstream. 


One day I found lisa 
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market. 1 requested the vent 
to justify his exorbitant rates. 
Unashamedly he said: "Why pot 
Did*. Look at that fish—it reminds 
one of Mm star Uttam Kumar 
laughing * merrily" — Rukmir 
Mitra, Calcutta 

A hoarding at a local anti 
adulteration and self-employ¬ 
ment centre : "Pure masalas will 
save your health. 

Sundays and ether 
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a word or two 


T O the philologist at least, vir¬ 
tue is more interesting than 
vice. Vice comes In a dull and 
simple way from the Latin minim, 
meaning a fault or defect Vir 
tue, however, denves in moie 
complex fashion irom vir, the 
Latin word for man, related to 
Sanskrit vtra, a hero 



i VtrtUh in Latin meant the qua- 
Uuty pioper to a man — especially 
B M tolour or heroism In early use 
various languages, virtu* could 
jjrefer to strength or power of 
Vpnany sorts especially the urge to 
Realise one’s potential, to suc¬ 
ceed at all costs. This is as dif- 
leient as rould be from virtue in 
the moral sense — the usual 
meaning today In reading old 
books, one often finds that a man 
of cruel ambition is said to have 
great virtue Machiavelh gene¬ 
rally uses the .word in this way — 
' Jut then his views on political 
Mw ality weie definitely cynical 


r Quality has an interesting ori¬ 
gin too. It should be a more 
colourless word than it is, qualis 
m Latin means "such" or “of that 
sort”, and quality could have re¬ 
ferred to any characteristic fea¬ 
ture of an object — that which 
makes it what it is, in uthei 
words. In fact, we still sometimes 
talk of "bad qualities”, but the 
word is almost invariably used in 
a good sense, 

RDSP1NNIR 


stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 
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A NIMALS get rid of undigested food 
mattei as well as metabolic waste 
products through defecation and urina¬ 
tion, but the way certain mammals use 
these acts (defecation and urination) for 
other ends, makes amusing reading. 

Many mammals are capable of recog¬ 
nizing the characteristic odour of their 
own excreta and this they effectively 
use as a landmark for their ‘home terri¬ 
tory’, that is, the boundary within which 
they usually move about for busting food 
and taking shelter. 

The male hippopotamus, the white 
rhinoceros, and the polecats usually 
mark the pathways between their aqua¬ 
tic resting place and terrestrial feeding 
ground by depositing dung at strategic 
points close to some conspicuous object. 
To make bis droppings more conspicu¬ 
ous the hippopotamus wags his tail 
vigorously while defecating In order to 
fling out faeces that would land on some 
plants above ground level, more or less 
placed at nose height. 

The male Crlcetomys stands on his 
hind legs supported against some solid 
object to place its droppings above 
ground level. The little polecat. Poeeilo 
gale Albtnucha, plasters its faecal mat¬ 
ter on an elevated object by backing up 
against it The clawless otter, Aonyx 
Capensis, marks his path while the 
lemurs smear low-lying plants with their 
excreta. 

The use of urine to serve similar ends 
Is commonplace among domestic animals 
The dog often cocks one leg while url- 
nating and displays special affinity for 
objects which are easily noticeable and 
where the scent is likely to persist. The 
habit Is widespread among carnivores, 
particularly the male sex While a male 
bust dog, Speothos Venaticus would cock 
a leg m the normal canine style, t the 
female would prefer to micturate m a 
hand-stand posture. 


the tomcat directs its urine as a 
fine jet, propelling it backwards between 
its extended legs snd the raised tail. 
Lions, more commonly the males, use 
the same method, but may occasionally 
wipe their feet in the urine as well 

Bears first scratch and chew the 
bark before committing nuisance upon 
the tree Rats, mice, the red squirrel, 
the mountain beaver and some pouched 
mammals also pass urine for the purpose 
of scent marking. 

Great care is taken by lonses and the 
New World monkeys in ensuring this 
scent-marking. They rub the urine on 
their hands and feet and transfer it to 
different branches where they brachiate. 
Urine Is caught in the cupped hand by 
the capuchin monkey and wiped across 
the other limbs Some lemurs rub their 
urinary opening on a branch as they 
micturate 


In some rodents like the guineapig, 
acouchy, chfndlla and hare mouse, urina¬ 
tion plays a rote m courtship behaviour 
as well. Tins may not be always a part 
of tbe regular courtship sequences, but 
may be practised bv tbe frustrated males 
in disgust if the female fails to adopt 
the mating position Sometimes a female 
may also urinate on a persisting male if 
she does not like to have sex at that 
moment The young mara often resorts 
to this tactics to attract its mother’s atten¬ 
tion when It feels hungry In the Lagomor- 
pha urination by the female is a rela¬ 
tively common accompaniment of court¬ 
ship. 

The habit of urination in coypu and 
the Indian porcupine is considered to 
play some role m establishing dominance 
over others 

A R KHUDA BUKSH 
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The left and right 


T EFT-HANDED persons have differ- 
ent natural abilities compared 
to the vast majority who are right- 
handed. The southpaws are likely 
to have difficulty learning languages 
and mathematics than their right- 
handed brethien, but when it comes 
to music or sport they enjoy an ad¬ 
vantage. According to recent re¬ 
search, the reason for right or left- 
handedness and associated characte¬ 
ristics may be the anatomical differ¬ 
ences in the make-up of the brain. 

The human brain is spherical. Tt 
is divided into two hemispherical 
halves by the midline of the body. 
The right hemisphere controls the 
functioning of the left-hand side 
of the body while the left hemis- 
nhere controls the rifht part of the 
body. Further, the control of vari¬ 
ous mental functions is also divided 
between the two halves. For a vast 
majority of people, analytical think¬ 
ing, logic, learning of languages and 
mathematics are controlled by the 
left hemisphere and abilities in arts 
and crafts, music, dance and sport'' 
are controlled by. the right hemis¬ 
phere. Though the twn hemispheres 
are joined by commissures (Cvmpos- 
ed of millions of nerve fibres), they 
are really independent in their func¬ 
tioning. 


The human brain behaves as if 
the two halves are separate, each 
trying to dominate control over 
body. In a large majority of cases, 
the left hemisphere seems to domi¬ 
nate, resulting in right-handed peo¬ 
ple who have potentially greater 
skill in languages and analytical 
thinking, than music and sport. , 

Dr. N. GeschWind and his co¬ 
workers at the Harvard Medical 
School have recently investigated 
the Cause of the dominance of one 
or the other hemisphere. They traced 
it to the presence of structural differ¬ 
ences between the two halves of the 
brain. Their findings indicate a 
high degree of asymmetry in the 
two hemispheres for the right- 
handed persons, with certain promi¬ 
nent areas in the left hemisphere 
being much larger in size compared 
to the corresponding areas in the 
right hemisphere. Left-handed indi¬ 
viduals are expected to show the 
reverse asymmetry or no asymme¬ 
try at all. 

Planum temporale, a flattened 
portion of the brain on the upper 
surface of the temporal lobe, was 
found to be larger on the left-hand 
side in 65 per cent of brains studied, 


equal in 14 and large on right 
in 11% 

Other prominent asymmetries 
noted are the presence of a wider 
left occipital lobe and a’ wider right 
frontal lobe in the right-handed per¬ 
sons These larger lobes ot the’ 
brain generally produce smooth de, 
pressions in the skull, an effect 
known as petalia. Thus, left occi¬ 
pital petalia and right frontal peta¬ 
lia aie expected in the skulls of 
right-handed persons. Dr. M. LeMay 
has studied these effects in the 
fossil remains. 

How do the asymmetries arise and 
at what stage ? Available evidence 
shows that these are not acquired 
during the course of growth of an 
individual since these ate present 
even at the foetus stage. Most pro- 
bably, these occur at the cellular 
level Although the reason, for 
asymmetric development of the 
brain is still not clear, this pheno¬ 
menon' seems to be a fundamental 
characteristic of the human race* 
Asymmetry of brain functions is ab¬ 
sent in lower mammals like cats 
but appears to some extent in men 
keys. In gorillas, the asym¬ 
metry is common and a majority of 
them appear to be right-handed as 
apparent from their chest-beating 
displays. 


B.C.SHARKtA* 




















Beginning September 17 

This week the Sun and Hahu are in Virgo, Mars, Venus and Uranus are conjoined in Libra, Neptune alone ie In Scorpio. 
Jupiter is In Cancer, Saturn and Mercury are in Leo, Kethu and the Moon are in Pisces. The only planet moving through 
Aries and Taurus from Pisces is the Moon. 


E ycv ARIES (March 21 — April 20) Ycur courage, 
^ faith and fortitude will help greatly to combat 
Ss?' successfully your difficulties. Do no! take need- 
kfnt less risks. Accidents loom on your horizon. A 
J® 1 secret matter brings pleasure. Much will depend 
on your own actions. Good dates: 18, 19 and 20. Lucky 
numbers: 3 and 5. Favourable direction: South. 


r-;- LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) This 
weeks is a mixture of good and 111 fortune. 
Elders helpful but hinder progress. Follow your 
111 I ill own intuitions but guard against extravagance 
and avoid speculation. Children will have a 
good time. New friends and congenial family associations 
are portended. Good dates: 18, 21 and 23. Lucky numbers: 
0 and 11. Favourable direction: North. 


TAURUS (April 21 — May 22) Your affairs 
y?' *xj; prosper well. Ybiir employers and those In 
if (d 14 authority aid you greatly. Beneficial changes, 
\ci> travel and improved health are portanded. 

" ’ Proffer requests and pursue business to the 

utmost. Drive and initiative will be rewarded. YOu will forge 
ahead In coming days. Eschew gambling and speculation. 
Good dates: 18, 19 and 22. Lucky numbers: 4 and 9. Favou¬ 
rable direction: West. 


; GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) This week you 

{fe&ipxy may expect - a measure of good fortune and 
$\ happiness but guard against quarrels. Dlsappro- 
val of those in authority through tack of drive 
~ ^ ora sense of inferiority is Indicated. You will 

have a go at successful ventures. Extravagance needs to be 
checked. Good dates: 18, 20 and 23. Lucky numbers: 6 and 
9. Favourable directions: North and West. 


r£«€)f:VS, CANCER (June 22 — July 22) Exercise care 
\Q#k 3|, ,n all business and professional transactions. 
'4## Seek and act upon the advice of your elders. 

You will be perplexed and apprehensive over 
v ' many things, therefore tact is important. Con¬ 
centrate on Improving your financial position. Your health 
needs watching. Good deles: 19. 20, 22 and 23. Lucky 
numbers; 1 and 5. Favourable directions: South and West 


SCORPIO (October 23 — November 21) Gain 
■XJe $through elders and strangers is Indicated. Much 
| activity and better health is also portended. 
ww '\ 1 ^ effain * f om hasty decisions and actions—de- 
v . -Jl ter and watch finances closely. Womenfolk will 
experience anxiety. A sudden change of place and trave¬ 
lling Is foreseen. Good dates: 17, 18 and 20 Lucky numbers: 
4 and 8. Favourable directions: North and West. 


f M W "M SAGITTARIUS (November 22 — December 22) 

, S'Jg Your professional activities show success and 
Mg your fortune improves. At the same time in in- 
ml tellectuai and social spheres, some good for- 
• v * tune will come your way this week Your 
domestic life proceeds harmoniously and an auspicious event 
may come your way. Courtship should be pursued. Qoei 
dates: 19, 20 and 22 Lucky numbers: 4 and 5. Favourable 
direction: East. 


/rtfr-sy. <7 CAPRICORN (December 23 — January 2<l) A 

> fair measure of success is indicated within your 

family. Your social activities increase and 
health improves. This will prove to be a more 
successful and happy week despite some trouble 
over immovable properties. Love and new: friends bring hap¬ 
piness but do not neglect your professional affairs. Good 
dates: 17, 18, 19 and 23. Lucky numbers: 3 and 6. Favou¬ 
rable direction: North-east. 


LEO (July 23 — August 22) Some success and 
happiness is indicated, especially through 
t young people. Eiders and strangers may create 

wlMv anxiety at Times. Children and young friends 
czwisHfix :y contribute to your happiness. Your monetary 
position Improves. Domestic and social activities are well 
signified. Good dates: 17, 18, 21 and 23, Lucky numbers: 
2 and 7. Favourable direction: West. 


VIRGO (August 23 — September 22) Your 
financial position Improves rapidly. Promotion 
la Indicated in professional career. Utilise fully 
t the remarkable ingenuity, enterprise and orlgl- 

m now. pervading and Inspiring you. Tran- 

iPlaNl'; ; pli»|»‘ ! li^a:^''actlerr^uccesa is' assured • but; ekefclse 
, caution whbre writing (s cortcpifpedrXfeotf dMiat 


(B/ ---— AQUARIUS (January 21 — February 19) This 
week a sudden change of place or transfer Is 
likely. Threats are, foreseen in matters involving 
love, domestic, marital and professional dea- 
':«• • lings. Safeguard your own health and that of 
your family members. Keep a close watch on business and 
expenditure. Defer courtship and long Journeys. Good dates; 
19, 21 and 22. Lucky number: 2 Favourable direction: West. 


PI8CE8 (February 20 — March 20) New inte- 
resla contribute to your happiness, tmprove- 
ments in your financial status will come as a 
surprise. Guard against extravagance, rash deci- 
<sk^.3&© sions and strain. Your JOve for comlort may re¬ 
tard progress but do not let this weaken your resolve. Good 
dates: 17, 18, 20 and 23. Lucky numbers: 3 and 5. Favou¬ 
rable directions: East and North. 


m- VV«raei»/vv. mim.mw ran. r.-v *■ .'war, - » _ _ __ mh * -• - * ■ 

»: 8 and 7. Favourable, dltectton: East M. B. RAMAN 
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SIRSILK 
delivers 
the 100/ 
male 


G6t into Sirailk.To 
discover the men you 
ere To keep you cool- 
headed when you 
indulge In hot headed 
pursuit a 

A wild wide range of 
stripes, checks, plains 
and self-designs 
In exquisite textures 
weaves end colours 

Classy fabrics at 
a sensible nrw-p 
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chess 



wnm to ptoy-fto* ***** 0M SWAM go? 


Continuation of PooWon No. 8 
A remarkable position from a gem* playad 
in Wast Germany in I860, batwaa n Heem- 
soth and Ho laaa n buttat:— 2r21 k; 
4 ppRp; p4kt1P; 6R1: 2qtp3: B; 
P p Kt S: 1 K4 01. 

White it suffering from a suparflulty of 
Rooks: without them ha could mate with the 
Ouaah on Kt7. Therefore ha plays 1. 
R—OB5, QxR; 1 RxP ch. followed by, 
Q—Kt7 mate. 


Again ttto evergreen 
Konig's Chess from Morphy lo Botvtnnik 
republished Iri a semi-paperback form by 
Constable (202 p. Cl 95) la a good bargain 
and. though by now somewhat otd- 
fashloned. it retains soma solid virtues that 
differentiate it from the run-of-the-mill sort 
of chess work ws gat nowadays. 

For one thing it haa a good firm plan, th* 
schema being to taka each major opening 
and show how the strategy of each line has 
developed and changed over the years. It 
seems a pity that we have to stop at Botvbv 
nik and leave out such great players aa 
Fischer and Karpov (to mention only two of 
such bright departed Spirits). 

On# of the charms of the book is the fine 
collection of beautiful Wuetrative games; 
here is the cla ssic brilliancy won by Karas 
over Alekhina al the fC37 Margate inter¬ 
national Tourna m ent < 

White; Karas. Black; Alekhina 


open the game. He gala It ol course In the 
various manuals for tfw beginner, but there 
are not many hooka that concentr a te solely 
on the problem. 8110 retaining Its place aa 
an excel lent guide for beginners Is 
Raymond Edwards's Basic Chess Open¬ 
ings. published a Couple of years ago In the 
Routwdge Chase Handbooks series (96 
qaqii rl .gn oaoortuM-kl 
Modest thoophltssim may be, it fulfils Its 
Objective admirably and I Imagine many 
beginners will have profited from a study of 
this book to Increase their comprehension 
of the game. 

The checker cheeked 

Played in East Germany. 1971. 

White: Eller. Black; Espig. 

Alekhine's Defence. 

I. P-K4. KI-KB3. 2. P-K5, Kt-Q4; 
9. P-QB4. Kt—Kt3; 4. P-BS, KI-Q4; 

8. B-B4, P-K3; 9. Kt-QB3, KtxKt; 
7. QPxKI. Kt-B3;. I. B-B4. BxP; 

9. Q-KI4. P-KK14; 10. BxKP. R-KKtl, 

II. Kt-R3, B-K2; 12. P-B4. KtxP; 
13. PxKI, BxB: 14. Q-R5. B-Kt2; 
18. 0-0, P-Kt3. 18. RxP, B-K6eh; 
17. R-B2disch. K-K2; 18. Q-B3, BxR 
ch; 19. KlxB, 8-R3; 20.Q-B8ch.K-K1; 
21. QxR, BxBr 22. K1-K4, Q-K2; 
23. Kt - 86 ch. resigns. 

HARRY GOLOMBEK 


bridge 


IF YOU era going to be brilliant at this game, 
it is advisable to choose the right moment. 
East made a good defensive play on this 
deal from a pairs championship, but it came 
too late 

Dealer, North Gama all 

* 9 6 4 2 

* A K O 

* A K J 10 3 

* Q 


4 K Q 10 8 7 
*963 
9 7 2 

4 9 4 2 


N 

W E 
8 


4 A 5 
* 1086 
e 084 
4 A 0 7 6 S 


» J 7 4 2 
4 9 8 5 
4 K J 10 3 


The bidding went: 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

— 

— 

ie 

No 

16 

NO 

24 

No 

2NT 

No 

36 

NO 

3NT 

No 

No 

No 


Buy top6z 

1. P—K4. P—K4; 8. Kt—K83, Kt—QB3; 3. 
B-KtS, P—OR3; 4. B—R4, P-03; 8. P—B4, 
B—02; 9. K»—B3. P-KW3; 7. P—04, 
B—Kt2; a. B-K3, Kt—63. 9. PxP. PxP; a 
mistake, ha should have racaptured with the 
i Knlght wtth 9... OKfxP. 
i- 10.B—B8,Kt—KR4; 11.Kt—06,KT-B8; 12. 
KlxKt, PxKt; 13. P—K6, P—KKt4; over- 
timid, 13..,KtxP would hove given Black a 


•B—KBi: 38. BxB. RxB; 18. 
0-0- <i. 0-K2; IT BxKt, BxB: 18. 
0-00. B-€tti 19. W*P t O-O-O; 28. 
KS-B3. P-KB3; 21. PxP, RxP; Kt. 
KR—Kl. O—W6; ae q alS ra te s the end: but 
after die better SB.,1-K3; 23.0-04 wine 



The 7 or 8 of spades would have bean a 
good lead, but West chose the conventional 
King. 

East decided not to overtake as there was 
a danger of promoting dummy’s 9. Ha won 
the next lead with 4 A and laid down the 
Acs of dubs. This produced the 2 from 
partner, confirming that South’s main 
strength lay in duba. East than exited with a 
heart After three rounds of hearts the poti- 


4 9 8 

V - 

♦ A K J 10 3 
4—. 

N A - 

V 

* 48768 

4 - 
*J 

♦ 9 8 0 

4 K J 10 


4 Q 10 7 

6 — 

4 7 2 

4 94 


Already savouring the bouquets that 


pad the 6 ol diamonds under the Acs and 
the Queen under the King. If South had held 
two diamonds (even 9x) and five clubs, 
dummy would have bean left in the lead 
with two spade losers at tha finish. But alas. 
South had ♦ 9*» and mads the mat of tha 
tricks. 

East should have bean able to sse five 
tricks from the beginning. He must overtake 
4 K with 4 A. cash 4 A, and return a spade. 
Wast makes two spades, than exits with, a 
heart, and East's Ouesn of diamonds is tha 
setting trick. 

TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1. Who wrote the opera “‘The 
Rake’s Progress"? 

2. Who was the father of the 
Young Bengal Movement? 

3. In which harbour was the 
Graf Spee scuttled ? 

4. What is the curse of Cain ? 

5. What is “scandal broth"? 

6. What is a hotty ? 

7. Who Is sometimes referred to 
as the Napoledn of Iran ? 

8. Which country is the largest 
importer of Indian films in terms of 
value ? 

9. “Catch 22’ was a popular novel 
by Joseph Heller. It has come to 
mean something In the English 
language. What does it mean ? 

10. What is marzipan made of? 

11. In which country are the head¬ 
quarters of the M.R.A.? 

12. Which was Bernard Shaw's 
first play ? 

13. What is the cable address of 
Scotland Yard ? 

14. Which film won tha moBt num¬ 
ber of Academy Awards in 1977 ? 

15. Who or what It a Papabitl ? 
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"Naxalites' unity not possible" 


Once a devoted disciple of the late 
Charu Mazumdar and the youngest 
central committee member of the 
CPI(ML), ASHIM CHATTERJEF., 
36, now denounces his ‘old’ connec 
turns. According to him Charu 
Mazumdar was a petty bourgeois 
careerist who could not rise above 
. his predominant middle class menta¬ 
lity. The CPt(M-L), he says, was a 
terrorist Party and sMl u now. That 
is why he has cast his lot unth the 
group led by Kanu Sanyal. He is 
now a reserved and much mellowed 
politician and does not have the 
answers ready as he had m the 
Sixties PARTHA SARATHI KAR 
interviewed him in Calcutta recently 


Q: What made you change your 
attitude to elections? 

A: For the CPI (M L), the boy¬ 
cott ot elections was a strategic 
slogan. That was wrong. The question 
of participation in elections should 
hove been a tactical one. The pailia- 
mentary poll in 1977 has categori¬ 
cally proved that. Some persons had 
given the slogan to boycott election 
in preference to armed sliuggle in 
their bid to oust autocracy. The peo¬ 
ple of India, however, opted for an 
election to voice their protest against 
authoritarianism and their attitude 
has revolved around the idea that 
the process ot election should be 
given the first preference to drive out 
autocrary 

Q: Have you abjured the path or 
violence and come back to the parlia¬ 
mentary process only for the time 
being? 

A; The question of participation 
in election is never a question of 
path To accept elections as a path 
is a revisionist concept. 

Q: At one time you were a devo¬ 
ted follower of Charu Mazumdar. By 
the end of 1970 you fell out with 
him on certain issues. But even then, 
you did not denounce him as loudly 
as you are doing him today? 

A: A political line develops and 
through its process of development 
reveals its true nature. Take, for in¬ 
stance. the rase of annihilation. When 
we had a difference with Charu 
Mazumdar in early 1971 on certain 
issues, we partly succeeded in pin¬ 
pointing his mistakes, but failed to 
negate the line of annihilation in its 
totality. That this line is, In fact, 
the negation of class struggle and 
the liberation of the toiling masses 
of India was not clear to us. It be¬ 
came clear to us through a process 
and as a result we became conscious 
of the harmful role of the line enun¬ 
ciated by Charubabu. To rectify the 
66 



mistakes done and to establish the 
genuine lessons of Naxalbari, the 
objective evaluation of Charubabu 
became a necessity. 

Q: What are your objections to 
Satyendra Naraln Stnha’s plan to 
unite all the 12 splinter groups of 
the Naxalites and form a single uni-' 
ted Party? 

A: The idea of uniting all the 
splinter groups of CPI (M-L) is 
ideologically mischievous and practi¬ 
cally not feasible. It is an attempt 
to establish terrorism in a new form. 
The terronst parties are always divi¬ 
ded into groups and sub-groups in 
the process of development. They 
could never be united in the past ana 
it is not possible even now 

4: It Is said your group is In 
favour of an adjustment with the 
CPI (M) and wants to co-operate 
with it bi mass movements. 

A: To resist the onslaught of auto¬ 
cracy, exposed or potential, is a burn¬ 
ing necessity for the development of 
people's struggle in our country. In 
the prevailing political situation in 
India today, it is necessary to rally 
all genuine democratic forces against 
the danger of autocracy.' Hence, in 
our view, united mass struggle with 
the CPI (M), in spite of ali our ideo¬ 
logical differences, is necessary and 
possible. 

<1: But between 1969 and 1972 
the CPI (M) was the arch enemy ef 
your Party. 

A: ...and Indira Gandhi took full 
advantage of it. Who benefited from 
our rabid anti-CPI (M) attitude or 
the tabid anti-Naxallte attitude oh 


the part of CPI (M)? Definitely, In¬ 
dira Gandhi. We, as well as CPI (M), 
should draw proper lessons from it. 
Ideological issues should be solved 
ideologically. I think it is a painstak¬ 
ing task demanding patience and 
flexibility as well as firmness in 
principle. 

Q: Would you like to call It an 
alliance of advantage? 

A: Both yes and no. Questions ot 
both principles and tactics are invol¬ 
ved here. To stand united, in spite 
of ideological differences, against the 
danger of autocracy for the greater 
interest of the development of mass 
struggle, need not necessarily mean 
any idedioghal tompiomise. Dogma¬ 
tists do not understand this. 

Q: Is there any fundamental diffe¬ 
rence between your group and the 
CPI (M) now? 

A: There aie many fundamental 
ideological differences with CPI (M) 
It is obvious. Othctwise I would have 
joined that Paity According to CPI 
(M), in today's world there is no 
Soviet social imperialism. They also 
hold the view that there is no rivalry 
between the two supei powers and 
in that sense, the danger of a third 
world war does not exist. We have a 
completely opposite opinion In this 
regard. We also hold opposing views 
on the questions of armed struggle, 
agrarian revolution, the role of the 
peasantry in the Indian revolution 
and the parliamentary process. 

* 

Q: Do you think the nature and 
course of the communist movement 
In this country was ever correct? 

A: If in the history of the last 
50 years of the Communist move¬ 
ment, any person, group or Party 
claims that durjng the entire period 
they had been correct in the main, 
we do not accept that formulation. If 
any person, group or Party says that 
in a particular phase they were cor¬ 
rect on all questions, we do not 
atcCpl that claim also. 

Q: Is there any possibility of a 
broader Left unity In India la the 
weir future? 

A: The concept of Left unity is a 
vague one. The criteria for determi¬ 
ning ‘Leftism’ vary. A number of 
parties today give the slogan of Left 
and democratic unity but without 
sDecifying the path and the aim. 
While Lenin SDoke for Left and demo¬ 
cratic unity, he specified the revolu¬ 
tionary path and the call for Provi¬ 
sional Revolutionary Government. All 
the narties who are hobnobbing with 
the idea of a Left and democratic 
unity are maintaining a conspicuous 
silence on these points. 






You can tell class... 

anywhere in the world 
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Erasmic 

LUXURY SHAVING CREAM 

He has the world to choose from 
he chooses Erasmic Luxury Shaving 
Cream. The standard Is International 
The style Is unmistakable. 

Erasmic has unique ingredients that 
actually improve the performance 
of your blade a rich emollient 
lather an 
Invigorating perfume 
A range of variants 
Lavender Spice, 

Antiseptic, Lime-Cool. 
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Erasmic foi better shaving 


LINTAI-iSX. C* II-MM 


A Quality Product b/ H/NOUSTAh LEVER 
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Business 
becomes a pleasure! 


the decorative covering 
that creates a world of difference. 
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Soft yet incredibly strong and 
durable. Feather Touch Foam 
l.eatherdoth serves a diversity of 
applications in virtually every 
sphere of life In homes In offices. 
In showrooms, theatres hotels 
And m most other places 
you can think of! 

Cieated by Bhor, pioneers in the 
held of decorative covering for 
over 35 years. Feather Touch 
combines the beauty of leather 


with the luxury of built-in 
cushioning. It covers such varied 
products'as suitcases, sofas, wall 
panels, handbags, shoes,., 
t he list is virtually endless. 

Today, more fabricators prefer 
Feather Touch to most comparable 
leatherclothes. Available in a 
striking range of coiouis and 
designs. Feather Touch increases 
the sales appeal of different 
I cducts like nothing else can. 


BHOR - always next to you. 

Bhor Industries Limited 

392 Veer Savarknr Mart), Bombay 400 025 
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Gifts! 


For Pooja, Dussera, Diwali, or any occasion... 

_ Give these gifts _ 

with YOUR 
best wishes, 
get them 
for yourself tool 

Maihrds 

CURDOMATIC 



Maihrds 

InstaJuloer 


The world s NUMBER ONE muscle 
builder f irst choice of champions like 
Muhammad All Ion Sell Eddie Merckx 
I outs Reike Raymond Fverlet, 

Wim Ruska Dev Prowse 

Based on the latest scient fic 
ISOMETRIC/ISO TONIC principles 
BULLWORKFR 3/*qi,ires only 
5 minutes a day to build power- 
packed arms a deep chest barn-like 
shoulders j flat abdomen well muscled 
thighs andcaives guaranteed muscular 
development that can actually be seen 
and measured in just 2 weeks 

NOW with FREE GIFTS worth Rs.74; 
BULLWORKER Sports Shirt 
made fiom the finest Egyptian cotton 
and BULLWORKER carrying case 
of best quality durable material 

FREE TRIAL: 14 DAYS 
PRICE Rs. 244 

(plus Rs. IS postage & forwarding 
charges). 

Maihrds 
SAUNA SYSTEM 

The painless way 
of reducing excess 
weight from waist 
and abdomen 
No rigid, frustrating 
djets. no strenuous 
exercising prog¬ 
rammes, no drugs 
or calorie counting 
Only a few minutes 
a day with SAUNA 
SYSTEM will 
reduce up to 7 cms 
In 5 days Equally 
effective for MEN 
and WOMEN. 

FUSE TRIAL: 10 DAY8 

R*. 88 (plus Rs. 6 p. i f.) 




India s first and the most widely sold, 
instant curd making machine Ideal 
for housewives and all lovers of curd 
and lassi Makes thick, creamy 
delicious curds 3weet or sour to 
suit your taste in just 2 hours 
without any need for guesswork 
So easy to use, so economical 
so hygienic 

REE TRIAL: 10 DAYS 
RtCi Rs. 80 (plus Rs. 7 p. & f.) 


St.Nil tills COUPON TODAY 


MAIL ORDER SALES PVT. LTD . 
(order dept. 6P-2). 

16 Mathew Road. Bombay 400 004. 
Plusi mail urgently the product* I have 
ticked balow f have the pnvilege to 
return everything by expiry ol trial period 
lot immediat* refund (lata pbatage 6 
forwarding charge*). 

lira: 


Price + P.4 F. 
Ri 244 4- R*. 16 


I raqei 

P SUttWORLEB-3 
Spoilt Shin Size. 

□ Small □ Medium Q Large 

a SAUNA SYSTEM Rs 8B+fls.6 

OCUR0 0-MATIC fle 80-4-Re. 7 

□ INSTAJWCER Rt 67 + R».8 

O ICE-KREEMA Ri. SB+Ri.B 

Tpul fi». +R*. 

(Please tick D" appropriate box) 

O Sand by Ragiatetad Pott Parcel. I am 

sanding Ra.by Chaqua/Draft/I.P 0./ 

M0 Do.dt. 

O Sand by V P.P. I piomlie to pay Re. 

to postman on delivery (y |7 

Name. 

Addrui... 
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with 

unique 

suction 

base 


Now you can prepare hygiemcally 
pure healthful sparkling FRESH fruit 
juice in your own kitchen at half 
the puce charged by the corner 
juice-stall Unique suction base fixes 
InstaJuicer to any hard smooth 
surface with a flick of the lever, in 
one second 

InstaJuicer is made from rustproof 
alloys and synthetic mouldings 
lasts a long long time is very easy 
to clean thoroughly 

FREE TRIAL: 8 DAYS 
PRICE Rs. 87 (plus Rs 8 p. & f) 


Maihrds 



The instant ice cteam makei for 
the home Give* you hygienic, pure 
ice cteam exectly of your own 
choice in taste and flavour, in just 
16 minutes Simple in operation- 
even your children can use it— 
needs no electricity or tefngerator 
And what a saving In ice cream 
cost. you wouldn t believe it until 
you have tried it 

FREE TRIAL: IQ DAYS 
FRiCE R|. SB (plus Rb. 8 p. & f.) 


00M AT AkOVE ADDRESS 











The School 
Leaving 
Certificate 
from 

Grindlays 

Grindlays 

Cash 

Certificates 

Say 

congratulations 


Finishing school is an important 
occasion Now life starts in earnest 
for your child Give him a gift that will 
make good sense in the future Gift 
Grindlays Cash Certificates Good, 
sound, safe investment. 

Grindlays Cash Certificates sre 
available for Rs.1000/-, 

Rs 5000/- and Rs 10,000/-, 
for one, two and three years 

Come see us at Grindlays for more 
details You might find you want to 
make a gift to yourself I 


Grindlays 

Bank 

Limited 

hr nrporahxJ r tfw I mad Itagdom 
T>* hdMity o< iwtmubrmd 









THE WORLDS 
LARGEST SELLING 
SANITARY TOWEL 
IS ALSO INDIAS 
NO.1 
BRAND 


y> '*' Extra absorbent, 
extra soft, so light 
you can hardly feel 
it s there with no 
ombanassinq bulges 
to remind you either 
And most important, 
Comfit is totally 
hygienic, , made in 
sterile conditions in 
India’s most modem 
and automatic plant 
in collaboration with 
Christine, Hoden of 
Sweden 

Use Comfit and 
forget you're using it 
With the complete 
assurance of 
total protection 
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Gw&k, cares for you 





Now a rich, modern shampoo 
at a really economical price 
for everyone in your family 



W&m 


6 


New Palmolive 
Family Shampoo 

Today's shampoo- rich and thiok: That's New Palmolive Family 
Shampoo. Not too thick nor too thin.Lathers well in hard or soft water. 

Hair cars for avaryona: New Palmolive Family Shampoo is formu¬ 
lated to suit everyone in your family. It's gentle on children's hair. 

Leaves your hair soft and gleaming. Cleans without that dry feeling- 
just right for the man of the house too. 

Costa so little : Yes, New Palmolive Family Shampoo gives your 
whole family the luxury of a good, rich shampoo. Yet it costs less than 
any shampoo of its kind. 

Palmolive Family Shampoo-Good, rich shampoo for your family 
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The 


best 

safety device 
for your valuables. 



Now let s say you have a modest amount of 
luxuries A TV set, some jewellery maybe an antique or 
two You've worked for years to be able to afford them They 
could dg stolen overnight In spite of all the locking -up you do 

So why take chances? Take out a Burglary 
Insurance policy right away It is your strongest safeguard 
against loss, in case of theft 

You could also go in for general insurance cover 
against fire, accident almost any unforeseen calamity. 
General insurance costs very little, yet offers you ready pro¬ 
tection in your hour of need 

Contact any offico of 

• NATIONAL INSURANCE CO LTD 

• THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO LTD 

• THE ORIENTAL FIRE ft GENERAL INSURANCE CO LTD 

• THE UNITED INDIA FIRE & GENERAL 
INSURANCE CO LTD 

Subsidiaries of 


< 2 > 

Kiqwrrt iftrtorih 


Gen era l 3ft sucancfc 

Corporation. _ 

of 3 nfoa _ 


GENERAL INSURANCE— 
the one certainty in an uncertein world 

i— .. . . . .—— - -- - . ■ . . . . . . . . 
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w^v ava«m ... 

addTROPHOX to 

is of soyabean which is acclaimed V iOl | R nAI IY DIE1 

Bel, „a„r ha will toll ■ Wl ■ 




Trophox contains proteins of soyabean which is acclaimed 
as 'Vegetable Meat' and milk protein. Ask your doctor, he will tell 
you more about the five advantages of Trophox:- 


Quality Protein 

Trophox contains 
a balanced 
mixture of 
superior ptoteins 
derived from 
soyabeans and 
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After so many months of inefficient rule, the former 
Socialists in the Janata Party are getting restive. They 
have always been vocai, and their new role as either quiet 
witnesses or official mouthpieces, is not suiting them at 
all. Madhu Limaye has now begun to articulate the discon¬ 
tent of the ex-Soclalists. OLGA TELLIS reports after 
meeting ex-Socialists in Delhi and Bombay. 


The beginning of September saw widespread misery when 
floods ravaged several parts of the country in rapid succes¬ 
sion. One of the cities worst hit was the capital itself. 
Four pages of photographs on the unprecedented disaster. 
NIRMAL MITRA assesses the extent of the floods and 
examines how people can guard against such mishaps. 



Expounding sexual themes on celluloid can fetch incredible 
financial returns. Director Bharatan's ‘Sexy Dreams” 
has blazed a new trail in cinematic titiliatior.. Another such 
film is "Her Nights”. G. RAVICHANDRAN closely 
examines these 'soft porno’ productions. 
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The murder of the two 
Chopra children has once 
again revived questions about 
the Inefficiency and the gene¬ 
ral laxity of the police. It is 
only the moneyed and the 
well-connected who can get 
assistance at Police stations? 
SUNDAY correspondents took 
a look at this crucial issue. 
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An artist with a mission 

T HE Oxford University doctorate 
was suitably awarded to the 
most forceful artist and mass com* 
municator of post Independence 
India. Mr Ray's films, be it the 
Apu Trilogy which projects the true 
face of rural India, Devi which 
brings out the devastating effects of 
superstition, Jalsaghar which depicts 
the fantasies of a zamindar, Charu- 
lata and Samaptt which deal with 
the man-woman relationship, Goopi 
Cyme Bagha Byne which is all a fan¬ 
tasy, Stmabaddha which dwells on 
politics in corporate institutions or 
ms latest, Shatranj ke Khtlari which 
is a truly historical film, all bear the 
classical artistry of • a geninus. 
Mr Ray pioneered filmmaking as a 
form of art, mass communication 
and a means of achieving inter¬ 
national understanding. 

Amttaoh Lahm, Bombay 

THE cover story by Sasthi Brata 
“The Classicist" (August 20) was ept. 
It is sad to know that Mr Rny had 
sold his art books and his wife’s pre¬ 
cious possessions to make Apu. A 
popular twist to Gokhale’s famous 
comment is : "What Satyajit Ray 
thinks today. Indian filmmakers 
(may) think tomorrow” 
rrahlad Ghosh, Calcutta 

LIKE Rabindranath Tagore and 
Sarat Chandra Chattopadhya, Satya¬ 
jit Ray is able to perceive a variety 
of feelings and situations, and by 
his portrayal of them, has enriched 
Indian film culture. He has made 
it clear that a film director must 
have the vision of a poet, and must 
constantly strive to provoke posterity 
to search for the true meaning of the 
Innermost feelings and expressions of 
living beings. 

P.S.S. Salyanarayana, Ganjam. 

THE articles on Mr Ray were very 
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interesting. I would like to add to 
his list of merits another rare qua¬ 
lity—his true-to-life sense of 
humour. Barring a few who are 
jealous of him, Mr Ray is admired 
by people of every class, colour and 
creed. 

Rceten Ganguly, Tezpur. 

IT IS nice to see Sasthi Brata trying 
his hand at something other than 
sex and existentialism. Though his 
article was rather naive, it certainly 
had a good beginning. 

Jayanta Ray, Hyderabad. 

WHILE Mr Ray’s name is synony¬ 
mous with Indian tinema abroad, his 
own countrymen except in bis native 
Bengal, are unfamiliar with his brand 
of films. All the same, he bas been 
facing a challenge from a new 
generation of filmmakers who repre¬ 
sent the New Cinema. But the 
inspiration behind many of our new 
directors surely has been Ray him¬ 
self, and his trend-setting films of 
the Sixties. 

P. V. Raj an, Bombay. 

THE mercenary attitude of Indian 
film distributors needs to be roundly 
condemned. The stepmotherly treat¬ 
ment given to Shatranj is only one 
instance. It is a pity that the film 
had to be inaugurated abroad. Per¬ 
haps, the I & B Ministry could have 
interefered in the matter. 

S. K. Srivastava, Bhopal. 


How was this allowed ? 


J UDOS (for "disgrace”, against 
kudos for glory and grace) to 
Mr. Sasthi Brata for his article. He 
has presented more a biographical 
account of Satyajit Kay than an 
article on his art. He might have 
prudently completed the profile by 
omitting out the first paragraph 
which presents a number of contro¬ 
versial issues against Ray’s provin¬ 
cialism and, foi that matter, hla 
Indianness. . He asserts that Ray’a 
earlier hobbies beginning right from 
his subscription to music, like 
Beethoven it Bach, Mozart & 
Brahms and, astonishingly, his 
American ‘accent’ set him apart 
from other Indians. How has the 
Editor allowed such a description of 
an Indian when he only recently 
thrashed Mr Alfred Martin of CBS, 
Calcutta, for the latter’s enforce¬ 
ment of vigorous discipline upon his 
pupils? 

In consequence, should the readers 
of SUNDAY and, least to speak, the 
general public be left with the 
suspicion that Satyajit Ray was 
accoladed with the honour of ‘Doc¬ 
torate of Letters’ more because of 
his American accent and connections 
than his talents which are irrefut¬ 
ably very Indian? 

L. R. Rangoonwala, Calcutta. 


THE article failed to throw suffi¬ 
cient light on the work and life ot 
the great director Mr Satyajit Ray. 
One interesting fact was that Mr 
Ray had refused to make a film on 
the much-publicised “20 points” due 
ing the Emergency. But such a 
muted protest against semi-Fasdst 
regimes is not enough. As regards 
his films, he should make more films 
on rural Bengal like the Apu Tri¬ 
logy, than magnificent flops like 
Sonar Kella. 

Papia Ray, Nadia. 

SASTHI BRATA writes: "Whether 
or not it is his (Ray’s) best is be¬ 
sides the point; each of his works 
is a version of perfection.” While 
Mr Ray might be the greatest direc¬ 
tor around, in terms of mass appeal 
he lags far behind the great Munshi 
Premchand. The manner in which 
Mr. Ray distorted the end of Prem- 
chand’s Shatranj ke Khtlart, in his 
film by that name is shocking to the 
writer’s fans. Mr Ray has destroyed 
the very essence of the story. 

K. M. Tandon. Kola. 


IT IS wrong to assume that Mr Ray’s 
appeal is limited to the upper income 
bracket intellectuals On the con¬ 
trary, his themes aic related to the 
problems of the have-nots and has 
direct relevance to the middle class 
milieu. Recently, when I bought a 
ticket for Mr Ray's Shatranj ke 
Khtlart at Alankar cinema the audi¬ 
torium was packed to capacity. This 
proves Mr Ray is both a populist and 
a classicist. 

Beaman Sarma, Bangalore. 


If only you knew 


M R ROBERGE'S piece strikes one 
hard for its irrelevant, dogmatic 
ratiocination. His ignorance Is dis¬ 
played when he claims: “Few per¬ 
sons are as well-informed and as 
sensitive tio contemporary life as 

Ray.” How many well-informed 
persons is Mr Roberge in contact 
with? With due respect, I am bound 
to say that the author is living in 
isolation and has thus logical limita¬ 
tions. For his information, there are 
some other directors who have dove¬ 
tailed social, cultural, economic and 
political aspects of Indian society in 
their films, and are continuing to do 
so. One example is Mrinal Sen. 

Satyajit Ray, to enlighten Mr 
Roberge, is no more "looked upon 
as a leader by other fimmakers”. As 
a film critic, I myself know a few 
talented young filmmakers who abhor 
Ray’s escapist attitude while portray¬ 
ing social realities in his 0Jms. Ray, 
in fact. is a past phenomenon, a dying 
force In cinema. The only recogni¬ 
tion given him by us is that of a 
historic relic. 

Pradip Biswas, Calcutta. 







GASTON ROBERGE’S article on 
i Satyajit Ray "The only true-to-lifc 
image maker" had one shortcoming. 
His query : “Is there any other 
Indian filmmaker who has dealt with 
as many aspects of Indian life— 
social, cultural, political, economical 
as Ray did?” is to say the least, con¬ 
troversial. I have great respect for 
India's best known cinematic pheno¬ 
menon but it would have been more 
appropriate if the author had men 
tinned in his article also veterans like 
Mrinai Sen, Mani Kaul, Sfiyam 
Senegal and M. S. Sathyu. 

D. £. Narvekar, Bombay. 

MR ROBERGE’S article shows that 
the author is too eccentric (“While 
filmmaking is one of the most difficult 
professions...nearly everyone feels 
quite competent to criticise the work 
of the filmmakers"), too cynical (“Ray 
may feel at times that his critics of¬ 
ten seem to lack a basic film culture 
if not simply culture”), and too per¬ 
sonal (“Later on, when Aranyer Dm 
Rairt appeared in 1969 1 felt that 
this film was the best Ray film thus 
far, better still than Charulata"). 
One expected an anatomical approach 
in the article, as suggested in the 
title, rather than a conglomeration 
of personal ideas about the director. 
Bhaskai Sen, 24 Parganas. 

An achievement 
alright, but... 

'T'HE report on tlx? test tube baby 
* “A wonder is bom” (August 20) 
by Pathik Guha raises some doubts. 
People are anxious about the would- 
be character of the artificially feitills, 
ed offspring. Also, as the world is 
preparing to check the population 
explosion, this development is not 
particularly welcome Would it not 
be better to postpone adoption of 
the technique until all the hazards 
have been carefully estimated? 

Suren Kumar Dash, Cuttack. 


IF THE stages of the embryonic 
development of man were mentioned 
in the article prior to discussion 
about artificial fertilisation, it would 
be easier for laymen to understand. 
But it is clear that if the cloned child 
can be produced, it would be a 
fantastic achievement. Scientists 
should use it for the benefit of human 
society only. 

Pradip Kr. Tamuli, Sarupeta. 

TfOW, we have just six years to wait 
for George Orwell’s 1984. We look 
forward to the Brave New World. 

K. S, Sundaram, Bangalore. 


ONE of the main aipis of “Thanthai” 
Periyar E. V. R. was to produce a 
human baby from a test tube. About 
thirty years ago he wrote about this 
Idea and wa? trenchantly criticised 
for It. Now it has come true. 
“Thanthai” would be a 100 years of 
?JR-22.~ Au .* u * t 18 to** year. The 
UNESCO honoured him as the 
“Socrates of South East Asia”, In 
Ibe year _ 1943 be wrote In his book 
The World in the Future that in 


Hanged, for being a communist 


O N July 25 a young man named 
Krishnan Chetty was hanged 
in Coimbatore Central Jail upon 
the orders of the Tamil Nadu 
High Court, and the Supreme 
Court of India and by the Presi¬ 
dent’s rejection of mercy peti¬ 
tions. The 30-year-old Naxalite 
was the first political prisoner to 
be hanged in the State of Tamil 
Nadu during the eutire period 
covering the British rule and 
since 1947. This was the third 
political hanging in Indian after 
independence. The death sen¬ 
tences on Kista Gowd and 
Bhoomaiah, Naxalite peasant 
leaders, was carried under force 
of the Emergency on December 
I, 1975 in Andhra Pradesh. 

The new “fighters for demo¬ 
cracy” do not even need such 
special powers as Emergency con¬ 
ferred—they assume these any¬ 
how. Even if any doubts per¬ 
sisted about the anti-democratic 
nature of the Janata and its allied 
Parties after their continued im¬ 
prisonment of 1,300 political pri¬ 
soners in India today and their 
refusal to delete preventive 
detention provisions from the 
extra-Emergency clauses of the 
Constitution, this hanging will 
condemn them for ever A cri- 


future women would not have to 
bear children and intercourse would 
not be necessary for childbirth* “The 
test tube baby produced out of 
semen collected from the best and 
choicest of men may be common.” 
Tamilians aic proud to see that 
Periyar E.V.R’s words have come 
true 

N. BalUj Madras. 

IN THE article "Tomorrow’s equal 
society” P.G. writes that “doctors 
managed to replace the nucleus of an 
ovum with the nucleus of a sperm” 
and the person’s clone was produced. 
Normal development is impossible by 
this process and if perchance the 
experiment succeeds the product will 
be other than a'normal human being. 
For the normal development of a 
human being, 46 chromosomes are 
necessary and the sperms provide 
only half this number. 

Indra Mani Tripathi, Howrah. 

PATHIK GUHA speaks of storing 
semen at 190 degrees C! Semen can 
be stored at a room temperature of 
25-35 degrees C for 5-6 days or at 5 
degrees C tor 2-3 days or at deep¬ 
freezing temperature (that of liquid 
nitrogen) for 26 years. At a tempe¬ 
rature as high as (90 degtees C 
sperms would be destroyed. 
Parmmder Singh, Paridkot. 


We are sorry. It should have 
read-190 degrees C, 


minal from West Bengal was par¬ 
doned by the President on July 
24 and his death sentence com¬ 
muted to life imprisonment. But 
Krishnan Chetty was not pardon¬ 
ed because he was a communist-* 
a peasant leader, whose political 
views and principles did not 
match those of the Janata or 
Congress Parties. 

Krishnan Chetty had been In 
jail since 1971 or longer. There 
are even today eight other poli¬ 
tical prisoners in West Bengal 
and in Andhra Pradesh awaiting 
confirmation of death sentences, 
all below 35 years of age. There 
are in India today about 1,300 
olitical detenus in different 
tates—Bihar, West Bengal, 
Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, Orissa, 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 

Protests against the execution 
of Krishnan Chetty for political 
reasons have been voiced all over 
the country and the Committee 
for the Protection of Democratic 
Rights (CPDR) joins hands with 
them. The CPDR demands that 
the death sentences on eight 
other political workers be dis¬ 
missed and that all political pri¬ 
soners be released at once. 

CPDR Secretaries, Kabad Gandhy 
and Asfi Mistry. 


Greater than Tipu 

I SUPPOSE Shirjee in “Khaas Baat” 
(August 20) was partial to Feroz 
Khan and prejudiced against Sanjay 
Khan. She did not take into account 
the extravaganza which Sanjay is 
planning, based on Gidwani's best 
seller The Sword of Tipu Sultan. This 
movie I am told, will be better and 
bigger than Tipu Sultan himself 
Ciovmd Shenoy, New Delhi. 

Someone has blundered 

'’f'HE report of N. K. Singh “Two 
A hangings in Indore” (August 20) 
is shocking to all practitioners and 
students of law. Budharam could not 
have been charged for murder under 
F.xception 1 to Sectiorf 300 as in the 
facts stated. he saw his wife in a 
compromising position with his uncle. 
He is presumed to have been depriv¬ 
ed of the power of self control by 
this sudden provocation. The maxi¬ 
mum punishment in these circum¬ 
stances would be ten years' imprison¬ 
ment. 

B D Nagpal, Calcutta. 


The byline under "Stranger Hum 
fiction" in the September 3 issue 
teas inadvertently not printed. The 
author is Dhirendra Kumar Dfcrif, 
There was also a misprint m 
'‘Quiz" in the August 20 issue, for 
which we received many letters in 
protest. In question 1 ” Isobars” 
should read “homer s”. The error 
is regretted. 
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A QUIT JANATA 
MOVEMENT ? 



Madhu Limaye is at last becoming recognisable again, 
as the firebrand MP who can make Parliament an effec¬ 
tive instrument to push his views. It was a role which 
the former Socialists, including and in particular 
Limaye's friend and colleague George Fernandes, loved. 
But power had kept them very quiet all this while. 
However, Limaye has obviously decided to come out 
of this shell. He has resigned from the secretaryship 
of the Janata Party, and prevented the introduction of 
the Anti-Defection Bill and the new Industrial Relations 
Bill. Will George Fernandes resign from the Government 
now? Can the former Socialists retain their credibility in 
the company of such notable anti-Socialists as the 
Janata leadership now possesses? OLGA TELL/S met 
this group in New Delhi and Bombay to do this story. 


r PHE provocative flag of dissent 
X has been set aflutter by the 
stormy ideologue of the erstwhile 
Socialist Party, Mr Madhu Limayc, 
who recently resigned as general 
secretary of the Janata Party. He 
has selected the weapon of dissent to 
divide the Socialist lambs from the 
Capitalist wolves and all those com¬ 
mitted to a Socialist ideal from the 
quixotic variety like Mr Raj Narain 
to the exotic variety like Mr CleorRe 
Fernandes will have to choose their 
side for the coming battle that will 
decide whether the Janata Party can 
achieve a new orientation which 
alone will make it responsive to the 
hopes and aspirations of the millions 
of people that voted it to power m 
March, 1977. 

The central dilemma is whether 
the Socialists should continue to 
maintain their maun (silence) when 
there is a visible deviation by the 
Government from .the policies ex¬ 
pressed in its three main docu¬ 
ments—the Party’s election mani¬ 
festo, the statement on economic 
policy and the resolution on pro¬ 
gramme implementation. 

Today the Socialists are treated 
like poor relations of the other 
constituents of the Janata Party. 
The big brothers have their way 
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whether in making key, sensitive 
appointments, packing financial insti¬ 
tutions with their people and even 
in providing an umbrella for profi¬ 
teers and hoarders on the consu¬ 
mers* front. 

One Socialist recounted with in¬ 
dignation the way the Prime Minis¬ 
ter has distributed the Governorships 
of Orissa, Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu with his former Con¬ 
gress^) cronies. Mr Charan Singh 
got just one of his men in—as the 
Governor of Rajasthrfn. 

Or take the erstwhile Jana Sangh, 
whose members huddle into regulai 
conclaves at 11, Ashoka Road, New 
Delhi. Their power springs from 
the moneybags of the traders in the 
cities and the countryside. The So¬ 
cialist-dominated Mahila Dakshata 
Samiti which is a pale copy of the 
pre-emergency Anti-Price Rise 
Women’s Front (Bombay), has learnt 
the hard way that they cannot fight 
the profiteers who are highly con¬ 
nected. For instance in Delhi, from 
August 1 to *15, it was decided 
that traders should sell pulses at 
Rs 3.25 per kg. All traders fell In 
line but the largest of them, who is 
the brother of a Jana Sangh stalwart, 
unloaded his stocks only after 


August 15 at Rs 4.25 per kg and 
made crores of rupees in a few days. 

'‘The coming two months are cru- 
rial,” said Union Industries Minister, 
Mr George Fernandes, who shares 
the honour of being the tallest leader 
of the working class with the CPI 
chairman Mr Sripat Amrlt Pange. 
Being a Minister Mr Fernandes is 
circumspect in his comments but 
even he feels that “the Janata Party 
has to make up its mind whether 
it is going to implement Congress- 
type programmes or programmes of 
radical change as contained in the 
Party's manifesto’’. He admits that 
the Socialists made their first com¬ 
promise when they decided to join 
in the formation of the Janata 
Party. 

Mr Fernandes, who has been un¬ 
der pressure to quit the Government 
by his erstwhile Socialist Party col- 
leagues who feel that -he cannot 
merge his identity of a Socialist with 
that of a Minister without pussy 
footing on one, says : “When 1 be¬ 
came a Minister (much against his 
will) I knew it would be difficult to 
function. My fears were not unfoun¬ 
ded. As a member of the Govern¬ 
ment one is under constraints in 
articulating what needs to be done 
and applying correctives where they 







need to be applied. To that extent 
1 am unhappy. But I have 
cleaned up the Industries Ministry 
and have attempted to set it on a 
course that would makte it responsive 
to the goals of providing employ 
ment and increasing production and 
putting purchasing power in the 
hands of the people in rural India 
through the district industrial cen¬ 
tres." About having to compromise 
Mr Fernandes shoots back : "When 
you start a life of compromise there 
are bound to be more and more com¬ 
promises." Such fatalism is perhaps 
uncharacteristic of a person of the 
dynamism of Mr Fernandes, but it 
indicates the pressures under which 
those committed to a Socialist path 
arc subjected to. The imperative 
question that crops up every time, 
tugging at the conscience of every 
Socialist today is how far Socialists 
can continue to function without 
compromising on the fundamentals 
of the teachings of their patron saint 
Dr Bam Manohar Lohia. 

For this one should perhaps go 
back to March 1977 when, after 
taking an oath to live austerely and 
follow the Candhian path, the So¬ 
cialists like their other colleagues 
crossed the threshold to park them¬ 
selves for the next live years in the 
magnificent mansions of New Delhi. 

N EW DF.I.HI is the showpiece of 
opulence and sprawling waste. If 
one puts together all the luscious 
lawns attached to the bungalows of 
Ministers, M.P.s and the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, one could have India's version 
of the romantic Vienna woods. Yet 
in this society where two per cent 
of the people occupy a quarter of 
the city, seven lakh peope live in 
planned ghettos across the Yamuna 
river. Besides, 80 per cent of the 
city’s population lives on a monthly 
income of Rs 500 according to Dr 
A. Dev, who works in the Seemapuri 
slum in Delhi. 

In the light of these facts It was 
regrettable that the Socialist Minia- 
e.rs did not heed the criticism of 
their erstwhile Party workers and 
others who expected them to act 
visibly different as heirs to and up¬ 
holders of the legacy of Dr Lohia. 
Said one long-time admirer of Mr 
Surendra Mohan, who did a brilliant 
job as the Party’s propagandist dur¬ 
ing the tedious months of January- 
March 1977 : "Surendra Mohan 

used tp live in a one-room apart¬ 
ment. Then after the Lok Sabba 
’elections he shifted to a two-room 
apartment and now is ensconced in 
a six-room apartment with two 
verandahs and huge lawns. What’s 
Socialist or Janata about this?" 

Mr Madhu Dandaivate. who re¬ 
tains his essential simplicity. also 
occupies a beautiful bungalow but 
says in his defence that though given 
oqe of 8000 sq. ft., "I use less than 
that and the rest I have given my 
secretary and his family and have 
converted one room into an office. T 
maintain no security guards and 
have never gone abroad on iaunts 



George Fernandes: very circumspect in his comments but feels that the 
Janata should make up its mind regarding the implenlation of Congress- 
type programmes or programmes of radical change 


though I have received six invita¬ 
tions." 


When the Minister for Civil Avia¬ 
tion, Mr Purshottam Lai Kaushlk, on 
his first visit to Bombay as Minister, 
requested for accommodation that 
would not cost more than Rs 20 per 
day, he was told this was impos¬ 
sible and was put up at the flye-star 
Centaur Hotel which as Aviation 
Minister he could use. He took to 
the Centaur as a duck to water and 
now parks himself there frequently, 
availing of the facilities of the 
Health Club, etc., without batting his 
long eyelashes. 

When asked once about the 
sprawling bungalow he occupied, Mr 
Fernandes bad retaliated: “Jf it 
comes to it I can live on the foot¬ 
paths. 1 started my career on the 
footpaths of Bombay.” 

However, the four figure square 
Met quarters of the Ministers and 
MPs could have been excused if on 
the implementation of their Govern¬ 
ment’s promises they had Identified 
themselves ruthlessly and doggedly 
on the side of the downtrodden. But 


they maintained a stock silence un¬ 
der the alibi of “discipine" as the 
Janata Government shed its promi¬ 
ses like leaves in autumn. The in¬ 
crease In the soda) conflicts in the 
countryside, the failure of pursuing 
an effective policy of recnncilation 
between the depressed classes and 
the intermediate kisan castes, the 
gradual alienation of the sympathies 
of Harijans, women, students and the 
voulh and workers found the Social¬ 
ists wanting in coming to their 
rescue. 

Over the pest 19 months garbs of 
the Socialists have frayed visibly and 
It is to be seen whether thev will 
stitch themselves new Sodalist out¬ 
fits nr exchange the tattered ones 
for the garbs they are made to wear 
to keen in tune with the pro-free 
enterprise elements among the 
Janata constituents. 

The volatile Mr Rabi Ray, a Lohia 
Socialist who is a Janata Party gene¬ 
ral secretary, is In the vanguard of 
the fight for unfettered freedom of 
speech. "The policies of the Janata 
Party approximate to Sodalist poli¬ 
cies, namely a new social order on 
Gandhian lines. But it would be a 
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mistake if anyone says that the pre¬ 
sent Janata Party is a Socialist 
Party. On the other hand if the 
Socialists in the Janata have unfet¬ 
tered right to freedom of speech we 
can influence them to carry out pro¬ 
grammes which approximate to So¬ 
cialist programmes. 1978-79 is a cru¬ 
cial period and one can do a tot to 
project policies if inncr-Party demo¬ 
cracy is ensured,” he asserts. But is 
there inner-Party democracy? No, says 
Mr Madhu Liinave, who is being pri¬ 
vately accused bv the Prime Minis¬ 
ter of trying to "seduce" his Cabinet 
Ministers. According to Mr Limaye. 
in a Cabinet form of Government, 
power rests with the Cabinet collec¬ 
tively. 

Although there is talk of collective 
responsibility, this is a misnomer, the 
participation of Cabinet Ministers in 
decision making is limited. The 
subjects for discussion at the Cabi¬ 
net meetings can only be brought up 
by the Prime Minister. Most of the 
Ministers want quick clearance of 
their own departmental work, there¬ 
fore, they don't generally differ with 
their colleagues in discussions for 
fear of retaliation when their mat¬ 
ters come up. Every Cabinet Minis¬ 
ter tries to establish a favourable 
equation with the Prime Minister. 
There is a limit to dissent expressed 
bv a Minister at a Cabinet meeting. 
Mr Atal Bchari Vaipayee is said to 
have once shaken his fist in sheer 
rxasocration and he has not been 
forgiven for it. So dissent can only 
he mild and infrequent. It is a 
Prime Ministerial form of Govern¬ 
ment and if the Prime Minister is 
an autocrat, God forbid. 


M R SURENDRA MOHAN, who ex 
pects to step into the vacancy 
created by Mr Madhu Limaye as 
general secretary, cautions patience 
on the part of the Socialists : The 
possibilities of the ‘Socialists influenc¬ 
ing Janata policies are still there. 
They have neither been fully tried 
nor exhausted. Socialists have to 
carrv op the struesle in terms of 
implementation. 

Events show that the Socialists do 
not react even though there lias been 
enough provocation. It has been 
Mr Madhu Limaye and the Congress 
Opposition who have rebelled 
against the Anti-Defection BUI 
which sought to kill inner-Party 
democracy or dissent. Even the In¬ 
dustrial Relations Bill, which had an 
anti-worker bias, was not objected to 
publicly by the Party members for 
gear of annoying the Prime Minister. 
In the Janata Parliamentary Party 
Mr Desai overruled the objections of 
Mrs Mrinal Gore, Mr Krishna Kant 
and Mr Rabi Ray. He rebuffed Mr 
Chandrashekhar and said : “Evert if 
I am finished, l will not yicki to 
Mr Madhu Limaye, who had an¬ 
nounced that he would oppose the 
Bill in Parliament." In a fit of bra¬ 
vado the Prime Minister introduced 
the Bill in Parliament but there were 
no takers and the Government just 
wilted away on this issue. 



Dr Rom Manohar Lohia : how well 
is his legacy being upheld ? 

The Gandhians in the Janata Party 
have been tested and found wanting. 
For instance, take the letters written 
by Mr Desai to the former Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister Mr Vengat 
Rao. When Louis Fischer asked 
Gandhiji about his concept of ari 
egalitarian society, Gandhiji had re¬ 
plied : “Redistribution of land, the 
curbing of the Tatas and the Birlas, 
etc." And what does the man who 
says he is the biggest Gandhian day 
in and day out do ? He writes to 
the two successive Chiet Ministers 
of Andhra Pradesh on behalf of one 
of the biggest zamindais of the 
State, the Cnallapalli family. 

The rank and file of Socialists, 
Socialist Ministers and MPs are in¬ 
dignant with rage at this letter. Yet 
no one besides Mr Madhu Limaye 
has come out publicly or challenged 
Mr Desai on the propriety of his 
letter-writing escapade. Not even 
the Party President, Mr Chandra¬ 
shekhar, has asked Mr Desai to ex¬ 
plain the rationale of this step which 
militiates against the very ethos of 
the Party’s aims and objectives. 

/PHE list of broken promises and 

1 anti-people policies is growing. 
The decontrol of sugar, for instance, 
has irked the Socialists, but being 
in office the Socialist Ministers ex¬ 
cuse it by saying that control will 
be clamped again if prices go beyond 
R$ 3 per kg. <)nc Minister even 
argues that it is the rich who bene¬ 
fit by rationed sugar as though the 
80 million people covered by ration¬ 
ing are rich. One gets dusty an¬ 
swers for public consumption from 
many Socialist stalwarts. On the is¬ 
sue of prices they will quibble that 
prices of tea, pulses, vegetables and 
meat may have gone up but haven't 
sugar and foodgrains gone down ? 
And so on. 

The Union Finance Minister, Mr 
H. M. Patel has categorically said 
that Government will not go in for 
nationalisation. The Socialists bris¬ 


tle with anger about this as they see 
no reason why the Government 
should not nationalise the textile 
and sugar industries. They feel that 
the Capitalists are allowed to take 
the cream and leave the sick units 
to the Government, But they still 
hesitate to express their dissent from 
public platforms. 

Admittedly the Socialists have nei¬ 
ther a papular majority nor a parlia¬ 
mentary majority ,and to play mar¬ 
ginal politics would be dangerous at 
this stage. But now that Messrs 
Madhu Limaye, Rabi Ray and those 
in the background like Mrs Mrinal 
Gore, have started the struggle to 
preserve the Fight to dissent, it is ex¬ 
pected that the inherent difference 
between the Socialists and all for¬ 
ward-looking people will mature and 
crystallise in the coming two months. 
The Socialists have in 19 months pro¬ 
vided the glamorous cosmetic glow 
of a Socialist image to a Govern¬ 
ment that proved to be pro-Capitalist, 
pro-trader, pro-landlord, at heart. In 
the bargain they have allowed their 
credibility to he nibbled at to the 
extent that some of them have been 
nicknamed "Socialist gadflies.” 

However, the situation is not as 
depressing as il seems. The rank 
and file Socialists feel they still have 
their trump card in Mr George 
Fernandes who has already started 
talking in terms of being “disillu 
sinned’’ and "deeply distressed" at 
the functioning of the Government 
and the non-implementation of pro¬ 
grammes. He has it in him, in the 
coming two months, which he him¬ 
self has spoken of, to mature and 
crystallise the differences between the 
Socialist and forward-looking people 
on tbc one hand and the status 
quoists or the other In an effort to 
give a truly Socialist orientation to 
the Government. 

Mr Fernandes has on his shelf a 
portrait of a turban-clad, wrinkled 
farmer With a caption : “The 

supreme consideration is Man”. He 
is concerned already as to whether 
the Socialist-oriented programmes 
that the Janata Parly is committed 
to can be achieved by what Che 
Guevara described as the "dull wea¬ 
pons of Capitalism" which upholds 
the commodity rather than Man as 
the economic cel!, and profit and in¬ 
dividual materia! interest as the 
lever. Under Capitalism, said Che, 
"Man is controlled by a pitiless code 
of laws which is usually beyond his 
comprehension The alienated hitman 
individual is tux? o s-niety in its 
aggregate by an invisible umbilical 
cord—the law ef value operative in 
all aspects of his life.'' 

The Socialists are committed to 
change. Some of them have started 
the process of demanding a change. 
Will the Sociali ty *cc this challenge 
of change, through or will they be 
content to be debonair gadflies and 
resident Socialist ue-mticians ironing 
out Capitalist wrinkles by appoint¬ 
ment ? 
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Janata never developed any political perspective' 


OLGA TELLIS talks to 
MADHU LIMAYE on the pre¬ 
sent state of affairs in the 
Janata Party and the future 
of erstwhile Socialist Party 
members. 


Q: Why did you resign as general 
secretary of the Janata Party? Was 
It because you felt frustrated in 
your unity efforts? 

A: No. My resignation, as Mr 
Chandrashekhar knows, has nothing 
to do with the present crisis. It was 
in pursuance of our old decision. 
This decision had everything to do 
with the crisis that began a few 
months ago when Mr Morarji Desai 
began to encourage indirectly the 
criticism of the Party President by 
some of his supporters that the 
“nominated" president was avoiding 
organisational elections and was 
sticking on to office. The happen¬ 
ings of the last 16 months, especially 
the happenings after the State 
Assembly elections in February this 
year, have made me extremely un- 
I happy. I have never felt so miser¬ 
able before. 

It was always my. conviction that 
organisational elections, in the pre¬ 
sent state of the Party, would be an 
invitation to large-scale bogus 
membership, dishonesty and corrup¬ 
tion. This is exactly what has hap¬ 
pened While 1 told this view 
honestly I do not want anybody to 
say that we covet office. We became 
office bearers not for our greater 
glory but because we were anxious 
to serve the Party by preserving its 
unity. 

Q: This may be the Immediate 
cause but are there deeper reasons 
for your resignation? 

A: Yes The people knew some 
of us as honest, courageous and 
progressive public workers. To me 
this reputation is more valuable 
than anything else. I would not like 
to sacrifice it at any cost. When we 
became office-bearers of the Party 
people felt deeply gratified. They 
entertained high hopes about us. 
They feel disappointed now. We 
have to do something to restore the 
faith people had reposed in us. 

Q: Why did your Party let down 
the people? Why did it fail to act 
as an instrument of socio-economic 
change? 

A : It is true that our peiforraance 
has been lack lustre. People were 
expecting bold socio-economic policies 
from us. They wanted concrete mea¬ 
sures for reducing unemployment. 
Our record has so far been poor. 
We have taken no steps to reduce 
concentration of wealth and of the 
nur-;nss of production in the bands of 


a few big business groups. Tatas 
and Birlas continue to expand. Wu 
have not been able to ensure fair 
prices for the farmers’ produce. 
There was a slump in the prices of 
sugarcane and tobacco. It has been 
one long story of failure and inept 
handling. 

Q: What were the hurdles? Did 
you really try? What resistance 
did you taco? 

A: The Janata Party consists of 
diverse elements. It took a long 
time to reconcile their differences 
and formulate an economic policy 
statement. The implementation has 
been tardy. We called two meet¬ 
ings of Chief Ministers and Central 
Ministers to discuss programme 
implementation. The Government 
machinery is slow moving. Most of 
the Ministers have no grip over 
their departments. During the Emer¬ 
gency the police and administrar 
tion had become accustomed to 
wielding arbitrary powers. They do 
not want to function democratically. 
The rules and regulations are also 
obsolete. The bureaucracy does not 
want to take tbe co-operation of 
voluntary agencies which is abso¬ 
lutely necessary for rural develop¬ 
ment and implementation of land 
reforms and “Food for Work" pro¬ 
grammes. One whole session of the 
Party’s National Executive was de¬ 
voted to programme implementa¬ 
tion. A document was produced 
but it has not brought any effect on 
the State and Central Governments. 
In the meanwhile tbe law and order 
situation has deteriorated. The 
sodal conflicts in the countryside 



are getting aggravated. The Harijan 
question was needlessly politidalis- 
ed and used by some members of 
the Janata Party as a weapon for 
factional struggle. However, the 
ramifications of this question are 
very vast. Removal of Mr Charan 
Singh has not solved the problem as 
some people gave an impression it 
would. If anything the problem has 
become more acute as the Marath- 
wada outbreak and Villupuram and 
Mangadorai riots testify. The two 
main hurdles have been the failure 
of the Prime Minister to provide 
proper leadership on the economic 
front and failure of the Party to 
compel the Government to imple¬ 
ment its programme. That the Party 
was not a cohesive integrated unit 
was an additional negative factor. 

Q: Are you referring here to the 
persistence of the “gbatakwad" (loy¬ 
alty) to old constituents? 

A : Ye9, it is partly that. Those 
who denounce "ghatakwad” the most 
have been practising it themselves. 
Even the person holding tbe highest 
post is not free from it. The appoint¬ 
ments of State Governors are a case 
in point. Other groups are also prac¬ 
tising "ghatakwad." 

Q: Are the former Socialists free 
from it? 

A: Socialists are notoriously in¬ 
dividualists. So even if they mean 
to, they are incapable of practising 
it. 

Q: Why was the Party unable to 
compel the Government in keeping 
Its promises to the people? Why 
hasn’t the party been a Me to make 
tbe Government accountable to the 
party and the people? 

A: I passionately hold certain 
views about the relationship bet¬ 
ween the Government and the Party. 
We have had the models of Dr 
Shankar Dayal Sharma and Mr Dev 
Kanta Bnrooah. I never approved 
these models. 

I believe in the primacy of the 
Party. I hold that the Government 
can only expect critical support 
from the Party. The Party must act 
as the watch-dog of the people. When 
we start deferring to the views of 
the Government those in power be- 

S n to entertain false ideas about 
eir supremacy. They begin to treat 
the Party as an appendage of the 
Government What was the need fqr 
the Prime Minister to take so much 
interest in organisational affairs? No¬ 
body can deny that he favoured - 
nomination of certain men as presi¬ 
dents of State units. I am not for 
confrontation between the Party and , 
the Government. But I do not want 
the Party to be a passive instrument 
of the Government It is the respon- 
fibility of the Party to see to it that 
Government action conforms to our 
election manifesto and the policy 
statements. t 
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Q: What b your approach to the 
question of State power? Don’t you 
concede that the State power has a 
decisive role to play In socio-econo¬ 
mic change? 

A: Personally I have always felt 
a spiritual affinity with Mahatma 
Gandhi, Acharya Narendra Dev, Dr. 
Rammanohar Lohia, Acharya J. B. 
Kripalani and Mr Jayaprakash Nara- 
yan, who stayed away from poWer 
politics. That does not, however, 
mean that they are indifferent to the 
question of State power. The so- 
called indifference or unconcern in 
effect means blind support to the 
existing Government and uphold¬ 
ing of the status quo. Acnarya 
Vinoba Bhave always had this 
attitude towards the powers 
that be. This inevitably ends 
up in pronouncements about the 
era of discipline (“Anusashan Par- 
va”). What Gandhiji and Dr. 
Lohia sought to do was to work out 
the mechanics of taming State power 
so that it became beneficial to the 
common people, now JP is carrying 
on that task. I feel that our Party 
has not been able to tame the wiel- 
ders of State power even slightly. 
We could not develop the people's 
powei. And so we did not succeed 
in making the Prime Minister and 
his team accountable to the Party 
and the people in the matter of pro¬ 
gramme implementation. 

Q: Did you as one of the general 
secretaries have any perspective of 
the role the Party would play as an 
Instrument of change? 

A: The Janata Party never deve¬ 
loped any political perspective. To 
some people all talk of political 
perspective and political strategy 
appears to be meaningless and to 
some even unethical! Without a 
proper strategy how can we run this 
vast country? 

Let me illustrate. After we took 
charge we were faced with the task 
of working out the electoral tactics 
of our Party. We (Mr Chandrashe- 
khar and I) were agreed on the line 
to be followed in different States. 
We both were of the view that where 
the Janata Party had no mass base 
we should make alliances with the 
regional parties or with anti-autho¬ 
ritarian all-India parties which hap¬ 
pen to be strong In those areas. We 
wen of the view that we must con¬ 
tinue our alliance with the CPI(M) 
in West BengaL In fact all the Cen¬ 
tral leaders were of one mind on 
this issue. I was sent to West Ben¬ 
gal to settle this. Dr P. C. Chunder 
was also asked to help me. We 
persuaded the State Janata Party’s 
council to pass a unanimous resolu¬ 
tion in favour of electoral adjust¬ 
ments. Mr Jyoti Bosu dropped his 
pre-conditions. The docks were 
cleared for an agreement And yet 
Mr P. C. Sen managed to sabotage 
this alliance. He could do so be¬ 
cause he was somehow sure that he 
had the backing of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter and the Party treasurer. So we 
could not impose our will on the 
West Bengal unit If we had been 
more assertive, the subsequent dis¬ 


aster would have been averted, 
West Bengal and Tripura would not 
have been completely lost to the 
Janata Party. 

Q: Doe# this apply to Jammu 
and Kashmir also? 

A: In Jammu and Kashmir Mr 
Chandrashekhar and I were of opi¬ 
nion that we should respond positi¬ 
vely to the overture made by Sheikh 
Abdullah. Mr George Fernandes 
agreed with us. But the two repre¬ 
sentatives who were put in charge 
took a different line. Even J.P. was 
asked to keep silent on this question. 
They were all convinced that the 
Sheikh had become unpopular and 
that he had no future. And so we 
were beaten! Sheikh Sahab is sore 
with us. We no longer have any 
leverage in West Bengal or in Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir. 

Q : Why were you not able to 
preserve your alliance with the 
DMK or make a new alliance with 
the AIADMK? 

A: In Tamil Nadu we broke our 
Lok Sabha election alliance with the 
DMK We refused to make a new 
alliance with the AIADMK. Mr P. 
Ramachandran’s obtuseness brought 
a humiliating defeat on the Janata 
Party. I remember when in April 
1977 I visited Madras with the Union. 
Energy Minister, I suggested to him 
that we garland the statues of late 
Periyar E. V.Ramaswami Naicker 
and C. N. Annadurai along 
with that of Kamaraj. This 
gesture would strike a sym¬ 
pathetic chord in the hearts of 
the Tamil people, I said. Mr Rama- 
chandran, however, would not hear 
of it. "My cadres would resent this 
action", he said. With such narrow 
mindedness can the Janata Party 
make any headway in the Tamil 
areas? 


Q: As general secretary aren't 
you to blame for the failures? 

A: I was not the sole office bea¬ 
rer of the Party. But as a general 
secretary how can I disclaim respon¬ 
sibility for the failure of the party? 
In the beginning we were anxious 
not to rock the boat. Even JP had 
said that we should give one year 
to the Janata Government to imple¬ 
ment its promises to the people. 
Besides I was worried that if 1 resign 
or start criticising the Government 
vehemently it would lead to a break¬ 
up of the Party. Maybe my fear was 
baseless. Anyway after May 1, 19781 
really became restive. I had not spo¬ 
ken in the Parliament for over a 
year. But 1 never defended the in¬ 
defensible. I did not fail to voice my 
dissatisfaction from time to time, 
both in close door meetings as well 
as publicly. I spoke out about the 
preventive detention laws both in 
Jammu and Kashmir as well as 
Madhya Pradesh and when our Gov¬ 
ernment introduced a Bill on proven 
tive detention I spoke to the then 
Union Home Minister end advised 
him to withdraw the Bill. On the 
Government’s not doing so, I warn¬ 


ed that I would be compelled to 
oppose it in Parliament. It was the 
internal revolt that persuaded the 
Government to withdraw the Bill. 
What I did privately in relation to 
the preventive detention I was com¬ 
pelled to do openly in relation to 
the "Anti-dissent Bill,” miscalled the 
Anti-Defection Bill, I had also no 
choice but to oppose some of the 
obnoxious features of the new Indus¬ 
trial Relations Bill. 

Q; As an Opposition leader you 
were the knight in shining armour 
fighting corruption. But why then 
did you not support the resolution 
for the setting up of an enquiry 
commission into the Kantl affairs? 

A: Thank vou for the compliment 
which you pay for mv work as an 
Opposition member. On basic prin¬ 
ciples I never change. But as a mem¬ 
ber of the ruling Party I cannot 
pursue my objective the same way 
as I did when 1 was in the Opposi¬ 
tion. I have been groping towards 
a new method of reforming and 
correcting the Government. The mo¬ 
tion on the Kanti affairs first came 
up before the Rajya Sabha and not 
in my House. Besides I had taken the 
stand that whenever specific charges 
are levelled by ten members of the 
legislature the Government should 
appoint an enquiry commission in 
terms of the Santhanam Commis¬ 
sion’s report but since Chaudhury 
Charan Singh had made no specific 
charges we could not take a stand 
on the question of an enquiry com¬ 
mission. Now that Mr N. K. P. Salve 
has levelled 34 charges these can be 
referred to a commission of enquiry. 
The Prime Minister, I understand, 
has offered to refer the charges to 
the Chief Jnstice of the Supreme 
Court. The question is under what 
law? Is the Chief Justice supposed 
to examine the charges with a view 
to finding out whether there is a 
prima facie case? It will have to be 
under some law and that law is Sec¬ 
tion 3 of the Commission of Inquiry 
Act. 

Q: Don’t you think it is stretch¬ 
ing the concept of discipline too far 
in using it as an alibi for protecting 
Mr Kanti Deaal? 

A: I do not like this constant 
talk about disciplinary action but to 
link it up with the Kanti enquiry is 
absolutely wrong. Let there be free¬ 
dom of speech. If there is no self- 
discipline, can the "danda”, the stick 
set things right? I am not justifying 
levelling of personal charges and 
allegations, and working against 
Party candidates in the elections. 
But criticism of governmental mis¬ 
takes should not be inhibited. Do wo 
want to give less freedom to our 
people than what Mrs Gandhi gave 
Messrs Chandrashekhar, Mohan Dha- 
rla and others? This is not a good 
thing. In June, notices were being 
Issued to all and sundry. 1 am dis¬ 
gusted with this brandishing of the 
sword of disciplinary action. The 
Party president put up with a lot of 
criticism in the past. He was most 
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patient and tolerant in these mat¬ 
ters. And this, I think, was the 
correct attitude. 

Q: la the context of the Rs. 90 
lakhs that Mr Kanti Desal collected 
would you agree that it is corruption 
and the old Congress-style of fund 
collection that is vitiating your eco¬ 
nomic programme? 

A: Personally I know very little 
about fund collection. I am not con¬ 
sidered an expert by anybody This 
question should, therefore, be direc¬ 
ted to those who specialise m col¬ 
lection of election funds. I believe 
that collection of funds for election 
has been poisoning our public life 
these last 31 years. I would like the 
Government to bear reasonable elec¬ 
tion expenses of candidates. This 
will be a small price to pay in the 
ultimate analysis. 


Q: You have removed the right 
to private property from the Funda¬ 
mental Rights chapter in the Con¬ 
stitution. But how can you reduce 
disparities if you keep the maximum 
remuneration at Ra 8,000 and the 
minimum at Rs 100. Isn’t it like t|xe 
Congress Party which talked of 
urban property ceiling of Rs 5 lakhs 
when millions of our people don’t 
have a roof over their heads? 

A: The newest Constitution 
Amendment Bill has gven effect to 
the consensus among political par¬ 
ties—the ruling Party as well as the 


Opposition—that the right to pri¬ 
vate property should be deleted from 
Chapter 3 of the Constitution But 
undue significance should not be 
attached to this decision. Private 
property continues to be a legal 
right and then fore enforceable in a 
court of law Unless positive measu¬ 
res are taken to reduce disparities 
mere abolition of the Fundamental 
Right of property will not lead us 
anywhere. A monthly remuneration 
of Rs 8 000 is on the high side. Per¬ 
sonally I believe that the Ministers, 
the bureaucrats and other member* 
of the ruling classes must change 
their life styles. They must avoid 
conspicuous consumption. We must 
also abolish the black market eco¬ 
nomy. Otherwise inequalities of 
wealth and income will continue to 
increase. Contribution to election 
funds in black money will continue 
to vitiate our politics. 

Q: What is your reaction to the 
correspondence between the Prime 
Minister and the Chief Ministers of 
Andhra Pradesh? 

A: I have gone through the cor¬ 
respondence carefully I heard about 
it quite sometime ago. I am soiry 
the Prime Minister has taken up the 
cause of a nth zammdar owning 
2 000 acres of land. I also think 
that it was not proper on his part to 
have asked for special exemption 
and payment of special compensa¬ 
tion in accordance with the laws 


which are not applicable in Andhra 
Pradesh. I fear this will tarnish our 
image in the country, specially in 
the South. The Party has already 
formulated its policy towards land 
reforms and Ministers should do 
nothing that militates against this 
policy. 

Q: Where does your Party and 
Government go from here? 

A: We have reached a dead end 
as far as the Government and the 
Party are concerned. In order to 
shake the Government from its com¬ 
placency Party members must now 
speak out at vauous Party forums 
including meetings of the Parliamen¬ 
tary Party and Legislature Parties in 
States In Parliament dissent must 
be articulated in a responsible man¬ 
ner against wrong policies. Mass 
oiganisations of woikers, kisans, 
agricultural labourers, youth and wo¬ 
men must be strengthened The 
Government tends to take the ruling 
Party members for granted. The 
past 18 months have shown that 
Opposition parties have neither in¬ 
tellectual brilliance, nor character, 
nor courage. The gap must be 
filled by such members of the ruling 
Party who have these qualities. This 
would sound a queer proposition, but 
for some time Janata Paity members 
will have to combine two roles— 
that of the ruling Party and the 
Opposition. If Socialists cannot do 
this, who else will? 
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O N AUGUST S! the Union Minis¬ 
ter for Agriculture and Irriga¬ 
tion Mr Surjit Singh Barnala an¬ 
nounced to Parliament an ambitious 
Hs. 1,045 crofe scheme for taming 
the Ganga. Ironically, three days 
later, while millions in Bihar, Bengal 
and Orissa were still trembling after 
unprecedented 'Bosh floods ravaged 
their homes, the. capital was hit by 
a savage onrush of water from the 
Yamuna. Forty villages were ma¬ 
rooned and a massive exodus of peo¬ 
ple from North Delhi reminiscent of 
partition days, followed. People 
scampered for transport to carry 
their belongings. Anything on 
wheels came in handy: rickshaws, 
Cdrtt, scooters, tongas and even by- 
v cycles. The less fortunate had to 
walk. Twenty four people died 
when the boat in which they were 
trying to escape to safety capsized 
in the Yamuna. The devastation 
was utter and complete. 



It was the century’s worst catas¬ 
trophe to hit the capital and some 
Newspapers even drew a parallel 
with the Biblical deluge. For the 
residents of Jehangirpuri predomin¬ 
antly Muslim, the disaster was parti¬ 
cularly cruel. They spent their Id 
in sorrow and agony. 

The swollen Ganga breached the 
Bawana Escape and the left em¬ 
bankment had almost overtopped. 
The worst attected was the Alipur 
block, Altogether 110 boats were 
deployed by the army and civil 
authorities for rescue work. There 
were complaints that the evacuation 
work Was slow—many people were 
left marooned in the villages where 
boats and essential supplies had not 
reached until late on September 5. 
An SOS was sent to Chandigarh and 
Other places for more boats be¬ 
cause rescue teams ran short of them. 
Ah. army officer in charge of rescue 
operations said that the work had 
: been hampered by the refusal of 
people to move out of their homes. 
Many people sept away their women 
and children but stayed back them¬ 
selves. 

The lack of boats caused resent¬ 
ment among marooned villager!. 
When they saw that the army bad 
arranged a motorboat for newsmen, 
the villagers protested that they 
should be Used for the people instead. 


Several urban colonies in North 
Delhi—Kalindi colony, the posh New 
Friends colony, all settlements upto 
Jamia Milia and Okhia were warned 
of approaching flood waters. Resi¬ 
dents of Model Town, Kewai Park, 
Ihdra Nagar, Majlis Park, Hakikat 
Nagar, Mukherji Nagar, Malikpur 
atm Kingsway Camp were asked to 
vacate their premises bj the .night.' 
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Delhi were asked to use boiled 
water because of the fear of infec¬ 
tion. 

By September 6 the capital was 
completely bisected. Delhi's only 
hope, the Shah Alam bund which 
had held out so long, collapsed, and 
waters gushed into Adarsn Nagar, 
Model Town and the Delhi Univer¬ 
sity campus. All colleges in the 
campus had to be closed. A railway 
bridge between Sahibabad and Gha- 
ziabad was washed away. Nigam- 
bodh Ghat was under two feet of 
water, and bodies being taken there 
for cremation had to be shown the 
other way. The samadhls of Jawa- 
harlal Nehru and Lai Bahadur Shas- 
tri at Shanti Vana and Viiay Ghat 
were under water; only Mahatma 
Gandhi’s samadhi at Raj Ghat, which 
is at a higher level, was safe. Power 
units were in danger and citizens 
were exhorted to do without bread 
for a day. The prices of vegetables 
rose alarmingly; there was no vege¬ 
table available for less than Rs. 4 
a kilo. 
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Model Town, Delhi, is no more 
a posh locality after the flood 


Food supplies being airdropped on a nearby villaae 
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As though reminded of its lost 
glory, the Yamuna rose menacingly 
against the high walls of the historic 
Red Fort, in a bid to return to its 
original Mughal course. The Inter- 




Into a large lake. A new threat 
faced Shahdara as the water level at 
the capital which wai 207.55m at 11 
pm. the previous night slowly drop¬ 
ped on the morning of September 6. 
But the army did a wonderful job of 
reinforcing the left marginal bund at 
Shahdara by about 30,000 sand bags. 
Though no evacuation had been ar¬ 
ranged for residents of Shahdara, 
people moved out on their own and 
took refuge on housetops. The 
situation in Delhi where the floods 
had already done their damage, was 
no better. Hundreds of infants in arms 
were orphaned nr separated from 
their parents. Four power sub-sta¬ 
tions were flooded. No exact figure 
of the numb# of casualties could 
*' v ,p.p, but bv September 6 the 
authorities scaled down the figure to 
13. People in relief camps however 
had a different estimate. They 
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claimed that at least SO to 100 peo¬ 
ple had died. 

The disaster provided an ideal op¬ 
portunity lor criminals and profiteers 
to operate. Official relief boats were 
misused for making money. Some 
phoney ‘relief workers’ are known to 
have demanded Rs. 200 from a 
pregnant woman in Model Town to 
rescue her. The “free" bread which 
was meant to be distributed to the 
flood victims was being sold at Rs. 3 
per loaf. 

Besides the capital, several other 
areas of the country were also flood¬ 
ed. The worst-hit was West Bengal's 
Malda, Murshidabad, Bankura, 
Hooghly and Midnapore districts. 
There was heavy rain in the catch¬ 
ment areas of Kangsabati and Dara- 
keswar since August 31 and cracks 
appeared in the Kangsabati dam. 
About 180,000 cusecs of water were 
suddenly discharged from the Kang¬ 
sabati dam and flash floods hit Mid 
napore, Bankura, and Hooghly. Bom¬ 
bay Road, between Debra and Kha¬ 
ragpur was under four feet of water 
and the sub divisional town of Ghatal 
in Midnapore was completely cut off. 
Four people were drowned. In Ban- 
kura an estimated 10,000 people were 
affected. Twelve people were killed 
In a house collapse due to the flood. 
In Hooghly, Arambagh was under five 
feet of water, One person died of 
snakebite in Midnapore. On Sep¬ 
tember 4, it was reported that 15,000 
people had been washed away in 
Midnapore alone. Police said that 
hundreds of corpses were seen float¬ 
ing on the turbulent Kangsabati and 
Silabati rivers. The Darnodar Valiev 
Corporation had released 146,000 
cusecs of water from the Panchct 
and Maithon dams, and the popular 
feeling Is that the flash floods were 
due to this heavy discharge. The 
State Government had requested the 
DVC to restrict the discharge “as far 
as practicable". Millions were left 
homeless and separated. More than 
50,000 people in the Panskura sub 
division of Midnapore were affected. 
The people at first refused to leave 
their homes, but when they saw them 
being submerged, they began fleeing. 
Armv officials who brought two 
speedboats in the morning of Sen 
tembor 3 to the area were still wait¬ 
ing for "formal permission” from 
I ho DM before starting their opera¬ 
tions. Bv September 5 it was known 
that nearlv two million had been 
affected bv the flash floods. Much 
of the aennv of the flood-affected 
neople could have been avoided If 
there were a sufficient number of 
relief workers in the State. 

Meanwhile 10B in Bihar and 553 in 
UP were killed in Hoods in Meerut, 
Sahaianpur, Muzaffarnagar, Ghazia- 
bad, Bareilly, Ballia and Allahabad. 
Standing crops valued at Rs. 56 
crores were damaged. Also, two 
million people were affected in six 
districts of Orissa and 12 people died. 
Just as reports were coming in about 
the . gradual recession of waters in 
Delhi and West Bengal, there was 
news of a “grave threat" to AUah*, 



bad and Varanasi In Varanasi the 
Benares Hindu University campus 
was already cut off from the rest of 
the city. The water level of the 
Ganga continued to rise steadily. In 
Bihar at Gandhighat it was already 
57 cms above the danger mark, thus 
posing a renewed flood threat. Me-it 
train services on the Hqwrah-Delhl 
line were cancelled Meanwhile, 
Haryana too was hit by floods In 
Gurgaon and Kama) hundreds of 
acres of crops came under water 

S URELY, 1978 will go down in 
history as a year of floods Sel* 
dom before have rivers been m spate 
at so many places and floods caused 
such widespread havoc within a short 
period. But how defenceless are we 
against floods? How do they occur? 
CouM the disasters have been avoi 
ded? The duector of the Meteoro 
logical Centre, Alipore, Calcutta, 
which monitors weather conditions 
for the whole of eastern India, Dr 
D. Sen Roy, provided the answers 

"Floods occui for three reasons,’’ 
he said "One, when there is heavy 
rainfall in upper reaches of rivers 
This was the cause of floods in 
Malda and Murshidabad m August 
This is not a local phenomenon Two, 
when there is heavy idinfall in the 
catchment aieas of small rivers in 
association with a deptossion or cy 
clone Three, when a temporary 
blockade of perennial r vers is re 



leased oi some dam bursts Floods, 
due to the melting of snow aie com¬ 
mon in countries of Europe, not so 
much here" Interestingly before 
the Delhi flood an IAr helicopter 
had sighted a huge glacial mass 


Beware1998 

r IS year's nationwide floods 
were not unexpected. They 
are part of a cycle of natural 
calamities that occur once every 
20 years due to "abnormalities" of 
the monsoon In 1958 the coun¬ 
try suffered a dreadful drought 
because of meagre rains. A cen¬ 
tury ago, there were countrywide 
floods in 1878, in 1899 a calamit¬ 
ous drought, and m 1918 a terri¬ 
ble flood again These are details 
of a study on the behaviour of the 
monsoons m a senes of 77 years 
starting from 1875 to 1951 spread 
over oO rainfall sub-divisions of 
the Indian subcontinent conduc¬ 
ted by the National Atlas Organi¬ 
sation. The study predictsr 
“such a nationwide calamity may 
be expected to occur once in every 
20 years’’. It further says that 
in six or seven years out of the 
20 only parts of the country may 
be affected by excessive rainfall. 

Other findings indicate that in 
only 23 of the 77 years observed 
has the country been entirely 
free from floods, in 38 years, free 
from drought, and only in seven 
out of the 77 years, has the coun¬ 
try been free from both. 
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hurtling down the Uttarkashi river 
on September 2 The second cause 
is most dangerous in West Bengal 
because the rivers’ gradients are so 
steep that the water comes rushing 
down with tremendous force "The 
effect is aggravated by large-scale 
deforestation and silting awav of the 
drainage channels in the hills,” Dr 
Sen Roy added Flash floods, he said, 
were a yearly affair "They occur 
between August and September and 
are only occasionally publicised" 
“Afforestation, the training of 

Pictures of the devastation 
m Mtdnopore 
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rivers to make their channels deeper, 
construction, and—this is important 
—judicious operation of water stor¬ 
age places,” Mr Sen Roy said, are 
some of the ways floods can be con¬ 
trolled. “Floods, of course, cannot 
be avoided but their effects can be 


mitigated.” Another way is the 
development and utilisation of good 
flood forecasting organisations. One 
other method, whiai would be ex¬ 
pensive but is a plan for the future, 
is weather modification. “People are 
already on the iob. Weather modi¬ 


fication implies the distribution of 
rainfall by smothering a' depression 
or cyclonic storm. Inis is done by 
Inducing premature precipitation by 
spraying chemicals like silver Iodide 
in clouds from aircraft. The removal 
of water from a cyclone or depres¬ 
sion in this way robs it of mucn of 
its energy.” 

How are floods fbrecast ? “Depend¬ 
ing on the rain forecast, and consi¬ 
dering the characteristics of the 
river and its watershed, floods are 
forecast. The season is also impor¬ 
tant. For example, in the months 
of August to October the soil is al¬ 
ready saturated in water, so mqst of 
the rain that fails goes as the river 
run-off,” Mr Sen Roy answered. 
“We provide the rain forecasts but 
it is the Central Water and Power 
Commission which do the actual flood 
forecasting. And our large-scale 
forecasts are 75-80 per cent correct," 
he suid. “We issued a heavy rain 
forecast before the flood . in Midna- 
pore. But I cannot say whether the 
DVC’s failure to release water In 
advance from the Farakka barrage 
was responsible for the flood in 
Midnapore” he said when asked 
whether that was the cause of the 
flood there. The Malda and Murshi' 
d.ibad floods had occurred due to 
heavv rainfall in upper reaches 
like Himachal Pradesh. UP, etc. “In 
all likelihood Malda and Murshida- 
hnd will be flooded again because of 
the recent rains which caused the 
Yamuna to rise,” he said. And sure 
enough, by September 10 they were. 

The recent series of floods is ex¬ 
plained by the movement of a depres¬ 
sion from West Bengal to the upoer 
reaches in UP since September 1. The 
same depression had caused floods 
in West Bengal in the beginning of 
September and also in Delhi, and 
cities in UP. “Now with the water 
flowing down the Ganga, Bihar and 
West Bengal are again threatened.” 

(See pagi 25 > 

Whatever the disaster—flood, cy¬ 
clone, drought or earthquake — 
s India’s hapless millions have learnt to 
£ “live with it”, and need not be re- 
3 minded this by Ministers and politi- 
* dans. Most often coastal and river- 
| side residents do not take the .flood 
warnings seriously. “Of course, they 
know more about the sea than us. 
They understand the sea and river 
by instinct. Thev can tell when a 
storm is approaching. But they try 
to brave the storms and floods, re¬ 
luctant to leave their immediate 
business. The fishermen think they 
can still go nut for a catch or two, 
and pay for this with their lives. The 
attitude In India is fatalistic, so 
whenever a disaster occurs, the peo¬ 
ple think they were fated to suffer. 
In the West people would have been 
more keen to prevent catastrophes," 
Dr Sen Roy said. 

Meanwhile, in the background, 
there goes on the tussle of casualty 
figures, with the Opposition eager to 
inflate them and the Government 
trying to deflate them. 

N1RMAL MITRA 
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Products of Congress culture 


I N lhi meeting of the Janata Natio- 
n il f xecutm on !l July, 1U78 Mr 
Atal Hi hau Yaipavee wis caught on 
Hu wiuiig toot while trying to strike 
a < out ili.itorv note He was rudely 
inti 11 upti <1 bv the Prune Ministei, 
Mi Mm at |i I)i sai whin, earned by 
his i he lout ind pat dual real, Mr 
Vaipavie aski d Who among us ha> 
not m ide mistakes 7 ’ 1 hace made 

no mist ikesthundeitd the Prime 
Ministei, and asked i .it hi i curtly, 
'tan you point out even one mistake 
I havi mad< ’ ’ 

Taken abitk by Mr Desai s un- 

aba'bid si II rightt ousness Mr Vat 
p iyi i i toil uinin ite tlebalti ri s 
rued him til bv humoiously lemiiid 
mg Vloiat,ibhai ibout his mi tike ol 
n aking Ih.udhiuv that an 'singh the 
Home Ministi i in t'n lust instante” 

I wondu if tin l*i ime Ministi ■ was 
at all amused by this witticism but I 
was smith lily leminded ol my own 
ixptiiinte Ibis pei tuns to the 
dnk dns ol thi, 1 mergent v and 
smiilanlv in tht two silujlions is so 
sinking th it I tan hatdly resist the 
tempt ition of it tailing my own ex 
periente 

It was m the vtai 1970 The 
1 nitrgtmy rub was at its zenith 
Piime Ministi i Mis Indua Gmdhi 
wis Hit ma Iti of all sh< surveyed 
I he 1 ’mIi tint nl was debating the Pro 
sulenl s adtliess and 1 happened to 
be oni of the inun speaktis trnm 
tht Oppo ition bent lies Mis Gandhi 
was pi isent in the House when iny 
n mie vv is called bv the Deputy Spea 
kor Piof G S Swell Muth to the 
so i pi |s t of Congress benches, 1 star 
lid my speeth at i very low key I 
had di tidtti to reserve mv toe and use 
it at the end 

I began by saving that I did not 
bt lone to lana Sangh, (. (ingress 0, or 
the B1 I) and retailed that 1 had 
support! d Mrs Gandhi and hei Gov 
eminent for all the piogressive mea 
sums that wtie initiated before the 
pioclamation of linergtncy Sound 
mg .1 vtrv leasonablt note I tuither 
said 11 the dtdaiation ot imer 
gentv Mis Gandhi, with all hei per 
sonal fmlts and short! onungs of her 
Govt i unit nt, had a moial sanction 
behind hei but the dot laration of 
Inuiginty had changed cviiythmg 
The ( nngress numbeis who were 
hearing me piluntly start< d lei ling 
uneasy when 1 s ml that Mis Gandhi 
h id forfeited h« r moral sanction 
altei the imposition ot Imeigeucy 
Mrs (,an<thi, as is her wont, was cither 
doodling or taking notes And then 
tame the hash point In the course of 
my spec h 1 said it was not lor her 


to dei ide whether she was a dicta 
toi or a democrat She would be 
udged by her conduct and by the 
anguage she used At this stage I 
quoted Mis Gandhi having said id a 
public meeting at Si inagar in Otto 
ber, 197*5 "Whatever 1 have said has 
always mim true Gan anybody say 
that 1 tvei made a mistake 7 ” 

Comminting on this arrogance and 
self i lghteon>ness l observed tbit 
the least that could be said about that 
type ot language was that "it cannot 
be the language ot any democrat ” 
Mrs Gandhi who up to that time had 
husu tl herself with her pen and 
paper was on he r It ct angrily gesti 
totaling low ids me “Can the 
Honouiablc Meinbei tite even one 
mistake I have evei committed 7 ” I 
had expected her to contradict me on 
fac» and say that she had never used 
these words But to my great sur 
piwe she not only admitted my 
charge but also repeated the question 
she had so arrogantly asked of 
her servile and captive audience of 
Congiessmen in Kashinu Needless 
to say that unlike Mi Vajpayee, I 
made no attempt to humour Mrs 
Gandhi and thete was bedlam in the 
House when I said, addressing the 
Prime Minister directly “You have 
not committed only one but one hun 
dred and one mistakes" Mrs Gandhi 
and about 90 of her most vocal 
cohorls jumped up in their seats 
They shouted at me, drowning my not 
very feeble voice The next day’s 
ncwspapeis carried a brief mention of 
the incident saying that Mrs Gandhi 
had protested that Mr Shamim 
Ahmed Shamim had misquoted her. 

T HE piiniip.il itididitcis in both 
the cases though different, speak 
tin sanu language behave in the 
same manner and suffei fiom the 
same tb lusion ol self righteousness 
Anothet instance will further prove 
my point 

In reply to a letter fioin Mi Hukain 
Dev Naum Yadav, a Janata Party 
MP, Mi Desai explaim d away a 
number of thargis which the* MP 
had levelled against him Rcgaiding 
the well known ch.nges ot cotruplion 
against Ins son. Mi hantibhai Desai, 
the Pi ime Ministei had this to say 
"one thing stands out—when 1 can¬ 
not be attacked directly, attempts 
have been made for years to attack 
me by levelling allegations against my 
son" 

Going through these lines, the 
woids vound so tamiliai that I had 
little ditto ulty to recollect wheie I 
had read them before. It reminded 


me of a speeth Mrs Gandhi made 
against Communists during the tast 
phase ot the Emergency. The Com 
niumsts (who were the only tJtegory 
of politicians enjoying some freedom 
then) had started giving vent to their 
resentment against Mr Sanjay Gandhi 
m whispeied tones That provoked 
Mis Gandhi and she said “People ' 
who cannot attack me duettly attack 
banjay Then attack is actually 
duccted against me Otherwise ban- 
jay is a small fry” 

This was Mis Gandhi's first direct 
and open attack on hei allies — 

( omomiusts- and taking a me tiom 
tin ‘liadet’’ the ioltowns staited at 
talking Communists right and left 
But that is beside the point I am 
only drawing the attention to the 
strange fait ot stiiking resemblance 
in the personality, character and atti¬ 
tudes ot Mrs Gandhi and Mi Moiar ji 
D esai 

Those who watched Mr Desai's > 
pprimmanip during the recent debate • 
on the “tamily corruption” ot Mr 
Desai and Mr Charan Singh were 
amused and amazed at the close re- 
semblenct between the seemingly 
two dilteient characters Mr Des u 
chose almost the same words tn 
defend bis son, Kantibhai, winch Mis 
Gandhi so often used m detending 
her son, Sanjay The tone, tenure 
and substance of the aiguments in 
both cases wue piactically the same 
Their familial weaknesses bind them 
together and maybe Mr Morarji 
Desai in his heait of hearts is sym 
patbising with Mis Gandhi 

The sudden emphasis on "disci¬ 
pline” by Mr Moral ji Desai is also 
iemmiscent of Mis Gandhi’s occasio¬ 
nal concern for it Pm both, the word 
“discipline" is synonymous with ser¬ 
vility and total obedience Juxtapose 
Mr Desai's reluctance in placing the 
correspondence between him and Mr 
Gharan Singh on the table of the 
House, with his demand for showing 
the CBl report in Mi Tulmohun 
Ham’s case to Members of Parliament * 
when he was sitting on the Opposi¬ 
tion benches Though the lolcs have 
reversed, the language used and the 
arguments advanced by Mrs Gandhi 
and Mr Desai are exactly the same 

I neither know nor can guess the 
psychologic al reasons of this strange 
behaviour pattern of the two diame 
trically opposed personalities. The 
only explanation that I can offer is 
their inheritance of the same ethos 
and culture — the Congress culture. 

SHAMIM AHMfcD SHAMIM 
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Muslims and education 


“Education of a National Minority— 
A case of Indian Muslims” by Kris* 
ban Dev Sharma, (Kalamkar Praka- 
sfaan. New Delhi}. 


By ASGHAR ALI ENGINEER 


I T IS a widely known tact that the 
Muslims in India who constitute 
around 11.2 per cent of its popula¬ 
tion are, comparatively speaking, 
more backward economically and 
concomitantly educationally too. How¬ 
ever, no empirical data or field stu¬ 
dies evis't lo establish this. It appears 
some university scholars are now 
realising the importance of such stu¬ 
dies and a beginning has been made. 
A couple of years ago The Ethno 
graphic and Folk Culture Society of 
U P. had published a study on Hindu- 
Muslim relations carried out in the 
Dehradun district by an anihropoio- 
gisl, Dr Raghuraj Gupta, which threw 
light on many interesting socio¬ 
economic aspects of life of Indian 
Muslims in the background of social 
transformation taking place iu India. 
And the present study concentrates 
on a very important problem of In¬ 
dian Muslims, that is. the dissemina¬ 
tion of education among them which 
is so vital for a purposive social 
change. The investigator scholar. Mr 
Krishan Dev Sharma, is a programme 
officer wilh flic International Insti¬ 
tute for Adult Literacy Methods and 
thus has wide experience in this 
field. 

The introduction, written by Prof 
Rashiduddin Khan, is a very valuable 
part of this book. He has thrown 
light on the minority problem from 
various angles in his learned contri¬ 
bution. After an elaborate discus¬ 
sion of, and evaluating the minority 
problem in general, he comments: 
"Minority is seen as a group apart, 
almost counter posed to the rest of 
the people. Aspects of communalily 
are overlooked or understated. In 
fact minorities are shown to be too 
pre-occupied • with themselves—im¬ 
bued with characteristics of separa¬ 
tism, inwardness, xenophobia, with¬ 
drawal—and too little with the lar¬ 
ger problems of national collective 
life. This is quite an over drawn 
picture, and overlooks the positive, 
sometime dominant role of what are 
called minorities, in the general pro 
cess of national construction." Then 
he goes on to suggest that instead 
of minority a more appropriate term 
"segment" could be used. “All plural 
societies”. Prof Rashiduddin Khan 
says, “are segmentary”. Also, “the 
term segment subsumes both the 
quantitative and qualitative attribu¬ 
tes, without emphasising the nume¬ 


rical aspect.” Although a very 
valuable suggestion, it raise-, prob 
lems of its own. 

Mr Sharma, through this study, 
wanted to test three hypotheses for 
mulated by him: (1) other things 
being equal, the Muslim community 
tends to have less than its equal 
share of educational opportunities as 
compared with non-Muslims; (2) 
there exist elements inherent in the 
educational programmes which (dis¬ 
courage Muslims trom taking advan¬ 
tage of educational opportunities in 
an equal measure with non-Muslims; 
and (3) the social, economic and 
cultural conditions of the Muslim 
community lend to restrict the uti¬ 
lisation of educational opportunities 
by its members as compared wilh 
non-Muslims. The investigation was 
carried out in Delhi, “an area which 
receives special attention from the 
Central Government in all matters” 

The conclusions reached by the 
field investigations justified the hypo¬ 
theses formulated above. The author 
was thus led to conclude thal: (I) 
the higher the level of education, 
the lesser is the participation “f 
Muslims, (although at primary level, 
like the pre-independence period, 
their participation matches the pro¬ 
portion of their population), (2) the 
representation of Muslims in jobs 
compared to other communities is 
significantly low at all levels. Mr 
Sharma is quite conscious of the fact 
that the low representation of Mus¬ 
lims in the job opportunities beco¬ 
mes a positive deterrent for them 
to pursue higher education. And. 
apart from other things, it is for this 
reason also that the “Muslim com¬ 
munity lags behind others in the 
utilisation of educational opportuni¬ 
ties.” (3) The study also points out 
that “the Muslim students (at pri¬ 
mary level) have poor study facili¬ 
ties at home and lack of help from 
parents or private Jutors, and have 
to cover long distance between home 
and school; that the schools atten¬ 
ded by Muslim children offer poorer 
library facilities in terms of avail¬ 
ability and number of books issued 
per student and that even at higher 
educational levels, Urdu medium 
schools provide only nominal library 
facilities; that most of the Urdu 
medium schools, irrespective of their 
type, arc located in congested part 
of the city, with bad sanitary condi¬ 
tions and lack of basic amenities; 
that the teacher taught ratio in 
Urdu-medium schools is adverse, witn 
more students per class and jki 
teacher compared to Hindi-medium 
schools; that the Muslim boys are til 
higher intelligence but their achie¬ 


vements do not match with it, partly 
due to poor parental aspiration for 
their children. 

/ T'HE findings also indicate thal 
* impediments in I lie fuller utili¬ 
sation of educational opportunilies 
by Muslims an* due to four major 
factors: social and cultural, economic 
and religious, like irrelevancy of 
education to job opportunities, res 
tiiction of admission to school of 
their choice, rampant illiteracy 
among Muslim masses, lack of pro¬ 
vision of Muslim religions instruction 
in school, etc. 

The field investigations also in¬ 
cluded putting questions on prob¬ 
lems of Muslim education to Ml’s, 
educationists and social workers. A 
Communist Ml 1 said: “By and large, 
the feeling of Muslims is not with¬ 
out justification and basis. They do 
suffer from certain discriminations 
in the matter of admissions (espe¬ 
cially in professional institutions) 
and in employments, both in public 
and private sectors.” A Jana Sangh 
Ml’ on the other hand maintained. 
“This feeling is entirely misplaced 
and betrays Muslims’ separatist ten 
demy which prevents them from 
behaving as a normal and equal citi¬ 
zen in a democratic country Mus¬ 
lims predominantly think on com 
munal lines and their actions are 
directed to exact as main concessions 
as possible." a Muslim la-ague MP 
characteristically was on the oppo¬ 
site extreme pointing out that “the 
plight of Muslims is miserable in all 
the states excepting Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu where they have got 
reserved seats for study at the post 
graduate level." A Muslim economist 
considers discrimination as inevitable 
and to support his stand he says: 
"...equal bias tines unequal harm 
and the harm done to a group is 
directly proportional to the decree 
of bias and inversely propoition.il tn 
the proportion of the minority group 
in the population of the country.” 

As lot the role nt Muslim elite 
certain respondents strongly advo 
rated that tile Muslim “elite" should 
devote its energies to fight lories id 
communalism within its own com¬ 
munity. instil in the minds of 
Muslims a secular spirit and modem 
scientific outlook. It was also tett 
that the “elite” should not adopt a 
sectarian or parochial approach and 
their actions and integrity should he 
above hoard so th.it they may win 
the confidence of ail communities. 

The book, except for numerous 
proofreading mistakes, is worthy ol 
being read by the serious students 
of this subject. 
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Impressive, but ineffective 


By GAUTAM KUNDU 


C ALCUTTA group theatres have 
long acquired the reputation of 
being the most vital, most up-to 
date, most exciting theatre in this 
part ol the country, it not in the 
whole of India But certain facts 
about the Bengali theatre must be 
got straight rhere is an awful lot 
ot bad theatre available in Calcutta, 
and it covers a broad range of 
quality m both material and pel 
formance The bulk of the majoi 
produc tions on Cornwallis Street 
(which is roughly equivalent 10 
London s West End or New York's 
Broadway) is trash from sex and 
sentiment to mane comedies On the 
other hand, theie are full scale pro¬ 
ductions by group theatres of 
Sophocles Shakespeare, Chekov, 
Mudhusudan I)utt the two lagores 
Jyotindianath and Rabindranath, 
Camus Howaid Fast, Duerrenmatt 
Max Fusch lu Sun Ba lal Sircar. 
C.irish Kainad, and ot course 
Calcutta s tavouuti dramatist fm 
Ihe past couple ot ycaix Bertolt 
Brecht At the moment thiee 
troupex aie simultaneously staging 
his The Cuuiasian Circle Nandikai, 
Satabdi and thulie Tront 

The ( auemtan (halK Circle belongs 
to the final period of Brecht's work 
a period which encompasses his best 
plays Mother Courage and Ihe 
Woman of S etzuan and his more 
mature conception of Epic Theatre 
as historical realism These plays 
aie less thunderous and partisan 
than say burnt Joan of the block 
yard or Round Heads and Peak 
Heads ( lehistucke” or learning 
puns ax they hjve come to be 
called) more implicitly political, and 
more artistically formed In the 
rc ailing The Caucasian Chalk Ctrcle 
is m exquisitely written play, the 
work of an artist at the peak of his 
powers In the performance it is a 
dramatic work of extraordinary 
strength, all the more extraordinary 
because that strength is born of 
classic stiucture 

Ihe pioduction of Khan Mjhr 
Condi that the Theatre 1 ront is pre 
senting under the direction of Subrat a 
Nandi produces some ol that stiength 
and makes honest efforts to project 
that classicism 

Ihe play, as most of Brecht, is in 
the foim of a parable, but it is more 
than that Because, although it 
carries his usual bitter scepticism 
about the possibility ol peace or 
justice it suddenly allows for human 
goodness—what a critic calls “genuine 



Subrafa Nandi in his flamboyant 
role Depiscatormg Brecht 7 


Christianity ’ something Brecht 
never befoit even admitted i visteel 

The title is drawn tiom a paiable 
about two women both cl liming the 
same child When the iudge asks 
them to tug the infant from the 
icntie of a uule one pulls and the 
othei rtleases The infant is awaid 
ed to th- one who released since a 
mother would rather lose her child 
than teal it apait 

In the play, the child is the son 
of a governor who is beheaded after 
a icvolt Abandoned by his mothei 
to whom self preservation tomes 
first, he is rescued from the irbils 
by a kitchen maid C.rusha This is 
an act of purity committed in a 
world where ' motherly instincts ran 
be suicidal business" where to be 
good is to ask for trouble And 
although engaged, she agrees to 
marry a dying peasant But once 
the ceremony is over and peace is 
announced, he turns out to be a very 
alive crafty draft dodger 

With still Another revolution, the 
governor’s wife returns in search of 
ner son, and the dispute over the 
child is brought to the judge Azdak, 
a drinking, whoring, bribetaking 
maniac with a fantastic sense, not of 
justice so much as of goodness It 
is he who conducts the chalk circle 
test that provokes thp play's moral 
“What there is shall go to those who 
are good for it Thus, the children 
go to the motherly, that they pro 
sper The carts to good drivers, that 
they are driven well And the valley 


to the waterers that it brings foith 
fruit ” 

The referemes to the ‘wateiers’ 
(the peasants) loncerns a dispute 
between the two groups of ( aui asian 
(fiom the Caucasus that is) villagers 
before whom the play is give n 
Because of this stiuclme, Brorht can 
bung Oriental stvlirettion ' piovin 
rial” acting and spectatoc reaction 
to his play Unlortnnatc lv however 
Mr Nandi s production tails to corn 
bine all of these meaningfully with 
effective songs posters slogans and 
hilauous comedy a sort ol living 
montage a senes ot nbstiictions to 
fortify thi spicitn that ■ > so cssen 
tial to Biccht breaking the iisuil 
theatre limitations of time and span 

What i> unusual ibm>t Khan Matir 
Condi is that Mr Nandi in his laud 
able attempt lo letain the ideological 
purity of thi Marxist playwnghts 
social message confuses the piifeet 
ly legitimate Bicchtian entertnnni<nt 
techniques—they air meant to dis 
engage* us anyway -with the lapse 
of taste Ihe usult is a Bicchtian 
production that is uniformly stark 
and gum presumably a backlash of 
the builcsqui cm uses in the mine 
of Brecht of Utpal Dutt and Aptcsh 
Banerjee Despite his bist mten 
lions or perhaps because of thim 
Mr Nandi has I believe, gone to the 
other extreme I pic Theatre is not 
stage bound after all 'The diaina 
too can use footnotes,’ Brcrht onu 
reniacked Khan Matir Condi avoids 
them to its own disadvantage 

On the credit scab is Mr Nandi s 
lefusal to pander popnlai tastes by 
Indiamsmg the story the sheer com 
peteiice ot the translation and thi 
two memorable pciformanres that 
alone make the play’s viewing 
worthwhile Padmapatna Ganguly as 
the little ball of a maid with sleeves 
rolli il up to her elbow is the arche 
typal Bri e liti in mother figure wth 
ness erit and compassion rolled in 
one Duecten tianslator actoi Sobrdi 
Nandi neailv burst apart at Ihe 
seams in the flamboyant role of A/dak 
True to an Tpu urtor he stand, 
asuln fiom the character and i yokes 
a disn r sinuate laughter He does 
not forget for a moment the 
Prcihlinn heliof that the ne*oi 
absorbed with “nsyeliotogu al ti nth ’ 
is too districted to b** aware of 
“son ,i truth” All in all a wondi i 
ful job 

Thp success of the production is 
debatable but one thing is certain 
Theatre Front’s Khan Matir Condi 
is an important theatrical event 
because its dirertor attempts what 
to most Palruttans would sr<*m a 
neat sacrilegious art he depisratots 
Brcrht 
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A product of Madura Coats 


Polyester 
blended 
Suitings and 
Shirtings * 
100% Cotton 
Poplins 
Drills, 
Gaberdines 
Tussores 
Full Voiles 
Cambrics, 
Prints, etc 
In every 
colour and 
pattern 
you could 
ask for 
All priced 
just right 
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The selling of sex - 
in the South's box-offices 


The magic formula in the film domain is that sex 
means money. G. RAVICHANDRAN outlines the bait 
that draws the crowds to see “Sexy Dreams" and 
“Her Nights"—both films that are rocking the South. 


<<OIIK was the apple of his eye” 

S-T scream the posters anil hoard¬ 
ings. "But the forbidden apple”. 
The si cue illustrating the caption 
shows a young boy (about lilloen) 
dreaming of a scantily clad woman. 
The film .SY >xy Ihrums ( Hathi Nirve 
(ilium in JVlalaval.im) is India’s ail 
swer to Summer of and other 
Hollywood produelious highlighting 
sexual escapades ot teenagers. 

Scry Ihearns, one ot the most 
popular movies now naming in 


Kerala, is keeping box olliivs busy in 
I he neighbouring Stales. lu i nitres 
like Bangalore .old Madras where 
M.il.ivnlaui films have ail average run 
o lour weeks. Sny /beams is expec¬ 
ted to i.oiitinuc for 15 weeks on sheer 
merit. 

It's clou tit (ti 1, however, whether It 
will match the success of Her Niyhts, 
yet another "soft porno” film I rum 
Kerala doing extraordinary business 
all over the South. In Madras Jlei 
Aiiyltls has done better thun Jhyayum, 


a Sivaji Canesan colour production. 
It has done good business in Banga¬ 
lore and Hyderabad as well as in 
smaller cities in Karnataka. 

The suixess of these two films' Is 
to be followed by SathralU Oru 

Ualhri, a film by Sankaran Nair about 
an innocent girl who becomes a vie* 
tiin of a perverted villain. It's keep 
ing voyeurs in Kerala happy and it 
might just turn out to be a bit else 
where. Celluloid tilillation cap cut 

across language barriers with the 

greatest ol ease. 

Her- Niijhts was not the fust 
Kerala film with a sexual theme : 
films like Aalmaunutn , iiaaolettla and 
llha fvvdliuvure owe their success to 
the fad that they cater to the pru¬ 
rient desires ol the people here. But 
tier Nnjhls, a Its 5 lakh budget pro 
jert, has set such a trend that Kerala 



mm- 






is Jdst becoming the centre for "soft 
pm no ’ lilms 

Her Nmhts had a routine story a 
young girl fioin a good but indigent 
family take •> to prostitution in order 
to salvage her youngi r brother’s 
futuie Hut what elevates the him 
fioni bi me a regular bore is the 
lustiati p< iloimam< by its heroine 
Sc i ma lltn Nights would look quite 
blind it one wiic to compaie it with 
Sat yum S/ileum Sundurum as tar as 
anatomic il display is conieined But 
Sii ma exudes such passion through 
out thi him that Zee nat Anian’s 
pit since in SSS appears as bland as 
th it ot a fully i lothi it nun 

Winn Hit /Vights was submitted to 
the iinsois ip Madias 12 major cuts 
win 01 ileu.d the m vision commit 
tc> howi vc i asked ten only three 
nurioi ones Among Ihc onginal cuts 
oidtud w is a seem showing Secma 
fully die in hid and intciing into a 
young colic ge stuck nt s room with the 
explicit inti ni ion ol seducing him 
Si c iim's nipple s piessed igoinst the 
wet c lot In s could c iscly be detected 
foi i couple ol sc minis 

Sexy Dreams is a much more pro¬ 
vocative him, icnunding one ot Raj 
Kapoor's A leva Naam Joker in the be 
ginning A fifteen year old boy, wait 
ing to get admission to a college, 
develops a sexual infatuation for a 
twenty yeai old girl Rathi, who Jives 
m tlu neighbourhood Rathi does 
nit put any constriction on the young 
boy s attention only when he tries 
to make physical foiays, she senses 
his ambition She does not report 
the matter to the boy s parents, but 
advises him against such dangerous 
desne But the young lad, Pappu, 
continues ogling Rathi, whenever he 
is idle his mental projector is switch 
ed on to conjure erotic dreams 
Rathi eventually gives in to Pappu in 
spite of her better judgement and 
director Bharatan has shot the scenes 
of sexual intercourse against the 
background of a small temple, with a 
storm and lain in the background 
Veiy eiotic stuff, but then filmmak 
ers here do not believe m titillation 
for iitiliation's sake Their products 
must have some redeeming social 
features So Bharatan makes a snake 
bite Rathi and couple of minutes 
latei you see Pappu going away to 
join college as Rathi's body is 
brought to her house. So ends the 
sev fable As in the case of Her 
Nmh ts, this him too has hist rate 
technical achievements Sexy Dreams 
is set against the lush background 
of Kuala tea estates and Rama 
chundu Babu's camera has captured 
the landscape well Sexy Dreams has 
emerged, attei t hemmeen as the most 
pleasing him as tar as visuals aie 
c one ei neil 


H'TMIIS is one of the after effects 
1 ol the Intel national film Fes¬ 
tival’’, a veteran Malayalam film¬ 
maker told SUNDAY “I call it a fes¬ 
tival wave Pin afraid the public 


will lose interest in such films quite 
soon ” 

Kerala made 10 films last year and 
it looks as though the same number 
ol movies will be produced this year 
too A laige peuentage of these 
films will piobably have themes sinu 
lar to Hex Nights and Seiy Dreamt. 
Watching the rich harvest reaped by 
these films, producers in Madras, 
Bangaloie and Hyderabad are plann¬ 
ing quickies containing oveitly fepx- 
orienled themes With such stiff 
rompi lilion aiound, sexy Malayalam 
films may not laie the way they aie 
doing now 

One ts lemmdcd of the Sixties 
when I«1< i'll producers masterminded 
a doren and more "quickies” starring 
such sex bombs as Jyothilakshmi and 
Vijayalalita rile films had exotic 


titles such as Gunfighl Kanchana and 
Htmdt liani and showed their hero¬ 
ines indulging in tie si James Bondish 
activities In between lights and 
detective woik, the heimncs indulged 
in sexual gymnasliis The Tamil 
producers followed (he trend with 
with pictuies like Itevolcer Rtla, Jack¬ 
pot Jango, and NtghMub Mohtm 
The hist few titms ot this genre 
cluked but subsequent ones crash 
landed m no time 

Tailpiece Jayabhai athy, the 
Rathi of Sexy Dieams has haiiy legs 
and a Itat bosom Compared to landa 
Lovelace in Deejt l hr oat or Do¬ 
minique Sanda in I he Inheritance, she 
may not whet your sexual appetite 
at all But stai veil ot beltei made 
sex films, the audiences here have no 
alternative but to accept Her Nights 
and Sexy Dreams. 


Poster porn 


M AKINt. mi ney the obscene way 
has 1 m ionic quite normal in 
koala A spurt in obscene public a 
lions and pnstois has become evident 
and both the Government and the* 
public have sinoiisly begun to think 
ol a way to combat this Responding 
lavoui.blv to membeis’ suggestions 
ill the he i ild Assembly loiently. 
Home Minislci Mr P J Joseph an¬ 
nounced the Stale Government’s in 
tc ntn u to bung lorwaid legislation 
to ban obscene publications 


only the civic authouties who slump 
ed film postois, did not pc unit Hie 
exhibition of obscene hoardings more 
than half of the pioblcm would h tve 
been solved He said that a laige 
number ot childicii wc le seeing the 
‘A" ceiti'icatc pictuies and in some 
cases, stiangelv enough then puents 
took them along to sic the A films 

Hie imime ip ililies arc not bother 
ed about what is good and what is 
bad They are only concerned with 



A unh nt formi powers — hot, holler, hottest 


’ Social and ntoial conscience should 
bo amused against such publications”, 
tin Ministi i said liiging that this 
should supplement steps proposed to 
he t ike n by the Government The 
young Home Minister, brought up m 
si net Christian traditions, is expcc 
ted to put Ins foot down on obscene 
public aliens and those who trade in 
them 1 ven bed me his announcement 
in the Assembly, police in different 
parts ot the State began to take 
steps tu put m end to the display of 
obscene cinema posters on roadside 
walls and hoardings at important 
junctions Cochin took the initiative 
in this rospeit, railing a conference 
of Cily Corporation officials and re¬ 
presentatives of film distributors 

A senior police officer said that it G. S. KARTHA 


their revenue since they collect 
advertisement tax for the posters dis¬ 
played The authorities of the local 
bodies are deputed to check the con 
tents of the advertisements produced 
for “stamping”. They can reject 
any poster or advertisement found 
objectionable. But who bothers ? 

Meanwhile, a few women social 
workers told SUNDAY that the 
‘‘womenfolk have a special respon 
Ability” to oppose the display of such 
posters in which the modesty of 
woman is outraged. They felt that 
women’s organisations should take 
up the matter in all seriousness, and 
even agitate against the “dirty prac 
tice” 
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The sexess 
formula 


The lady is a vamp - 
on screen 



P lEY rail him the B R Ishara 
tit Kerala An unfair sobri 
qupt Sex themes interest 1 V. 
Sasi enormously but he is a more 
systematic, highly successful and 
consistent director than Ishara 
He madr his debut as v du^ctor 
with lllsavam i • 1975 and since 
then has directs 25 films “F if 

teen of these have -been tits,” he 
told SUNDAY "And the other 
ten did moderately well ” 

"I am a diploma holder in paint 
mg,” he Continued "and I walked 
as an art director for a tew years 
I’m passionately interested in 
cinema low brow and high brow 
And I dlways watched other direc 
tors at work The person who 
gave me the bieak in Ulsttvam is 
Ramachandra, my close friend Who 
comes from the same town as 1 — 
Calicut The film clicked and since 
then we've worked togethei in 
many films, the most popular 
among them is Her Nigh Is 

Sasi completes his hlms within 
fifty shooting days “That’s the 
outside limit,” he said “Last 
yeai’s hit film 1tha Ivadarvare 
was completed in fifteen shooting 
days ” 

“When I’m on the sets, I'm 
completely absorbed m my work 
Some people mistake this It’s 
only because of my total involve¬ 
ment that I m prepared to take 
up and complete a project in such 
a short time ” Some people be 
lieve I V Sasi completes the 1 
minor scenes in his films using his i 
assistant directors whereas he’s ! 
busy shooting important scenes 4 
for the same film elsewhere “Not 1 
true,” he says "1 supervise every 
scene tor what it is worth ” 


A S1UDFNI of Adarsh Vidya 
laya, Maura*, Shanti was an 
inveterate moviegoer and often 
wandered around the him studios 
in Madras looking for minoi roles 
A few months aftei her schooling 
was over, she managed to appear 
in small roles mostly dance 
scenes in Malayalam films Pro 
ducer 1 V Sasi, who spotted her 
on a studio set was impicsscd by 
her ability to learn 

“I knew she was a good actress 
she could react swiftly and well 
says Sasi Phere was a certain 
amount of sensuous atmosphere 
around her I had signed a well 
knuwn leading lady for Her Nights 
but she changed her mind a 
couple of days before we stalled 
the shooting So when I came 
across Shanti I decided to use hei 
in the lead role ’ Shanti was 


christened Soema in H 11 Nights 

lollowing the success of Her 
Nights Seema has been deluged 
with offers for sex oriented roles 
A Tamil producer has cast her in 
Kamushaslra where she plays the 
wicked daughtei of a srhoolmastei 
who of course is i paiagon of 
virtue 

Seem i does not seem worried 
about acquu mg the image of a 
sex kitten She looked quite grate 
ful in Her Nights, in ‘.pitc of the 
emphasis on sex How long she 
remains so is anybody x guess 
Interestingly, Sasi has given her r 
good role in Fetta Thues a mw 
Seems in this film ' he says She 
isn t playing the sex kitten iole 
She v modest sinceie in love and 
very hard woiking asserts Sasi 

S. R. 
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by GOSCINNY 
and UDERZO 


COME HERE, ALL OF 
YOU' LISTEN TO 
N IE/ COME 
^ HERE! ^ 

'- r" v ' 




Tsfl v 


5 ty 

O' 




J IT'S A NORMANDY 
< LANDING . 1 THEY'RE 
GOING TO PUT US ALL TO 
FIRE AND THE SWORD/ 
THERE ARE LOTS AND 
LOTS AND LOTS OF 

, them Mrs COINS to 
{S sBE A NORMAN 
^^S^CONQUBST! 




WISH U MAKE A 


CALM DOAN CAi M TOWN DO' IM 
RESERVATION ' L AST \ NOT TOO PLEASED THE NORMANS ARE 
TIME Wfc FOUGHT THE I HERE BUT WE DON T KNOW WHAT THCT 
ROMANS I WON T J WftNT TET .if there u going to be a 
GET A SINGLE , 'FIGHT YOU LL ALL BF INT ORMfTj im flnnr 



m 


AND NOW THINGS 
ARE A LITTLE QUIETER 
HOW ABOUT THE HIT |'D 
_ MAKE IN LUTETIA.- - 3 
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And then there were three... 


The pronunciation of the 
name of MANDIPALL1 
APPARAO was difficult 
enough;to counter his style 
of soccer was a herculean 
task. ARIJIT SEN profiles 
jhe late East Be ngal star. 

T HIS is no Chrislie-likc mystery. 

Hut the amazing coincidence is 
growing into a morbid fear that the 
"Fandavus”, as the crack combina¬ 
tion that pulverised all East Bengal 
opposition at the junction of the 
forties and Fifties was called, are 
being called up to their eternal 
abode, strictly according to their 
positions on the football field. 

It is a moot point whether Maudi- 
palli Apparao would have preceded 
Venkalesh had he played on the 
wing, instead of shunting the latter 
to outside-right by the sheer magic 
of his feet. But the fact remains 
that the best forward-line the coun¬ 
try has ever seen in a dub side is 
now firmly rooted in soccer history. 
This, despite Dhanraj’s insistence on 
playing football for a veterans' out¬ 
fit, Ahmed retiring to Bangalore 
oblivion and Saleh preferring his 
Customs duty to the Maidan. 

Apparao was born on March 11, 
1911 in Kakinada. Andhra Pradesh. 
His initial grooming helped a lot 
when he came to Calcutta for the 
first time in 1937. He played for 
Kalighat then, but was not "accept¬ 
ed” by football lovers until Jyotish 
Cuba took him over to East Bengal, 
in 1941. From then on, his was an 
uninterrupted success story. 

Luck, the tilting factor in sport 
as in other spheres of life, came to 
East Bengal with Appa. In 1942, 
after seventeen years of effort, which 
included a short dip into the Second 
Division, East Bengal won the Senior 
Division League title for the first 
time. A year later. Apparao was 
again instrumental in getting his 
team another laurel—the IF A Shield. 
He continued to provide the Midas 
touch—in 1945. when the club got 
the local double—League and Shield 
victory, a feat since repeated several 
times—and the distinction of the 
double and the Rovers Cup, in 1949. 

By then, the club had acquired 
the best attacking combination in the 
country. Today, it would read like 
a dream team—Padmottam Venka- 
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tesh, Mandipalli Apparao, Kader- 
punnu Dhanraj, Mohammad Ahmert 
Khan and Puthanparambhil Baba- 
khandradar Abdul Saleh. While 
each one had his own sphere of fan¬ 
following, on the field there was only 
one unquestioned master—and not 
only because he was seniormost in 
the squad. 

Apparao was a man of very slight 
build, in fact, a foreigner once 
went to the extent of saying that. h« 
would not be allowed on to a British 
soccer ground. But once the frail 
figure emerged in shorts, he seem¬ 
ed an entirely different person. 
Gone was the lazy look, the extreme 
diffidence. On the field, Apparao 
was king. And he proved it, year 
after year, wiied he directed his 
team’s effort to score. 



The most intriguing feature of his 
game was, perhaps, his distribution 
of the ball. Playing in a position 
where today’s rightnstriker would be, 
he would concentrate much more ou 
passing the ball to his colleagues 
than on scoring by himself. Critics 
of his time, who had also seen the 
legendary Umapati Kumar, inclined 
to place Appa among the greatest 
schemers the game has ever seen In 
this country. 

Before his death over two months 
ago, Venkatesh had often lamented 
the lack of players of Appa’s calibre. 
Dhanraj, the fleet-footed centre-for¬ 
ward who was the rage of the early 
Fifties, admits even today that Appa 
was the guiding spirit, the inspira 
tion for the entire team and parti 
cularly the forwards. His througn 
passes were delectable and unerring, 
a feature so sadly missing from the 
maidan how. 


Apparao was essentially a game- 
maker. As sharp with his foot as 
with his brain. Apparao could sense 
moves two, sometimes three steps 
ahead. And so it was that his oppo¬ 
nents feared him as no other man 
Time and again, the opposition 
would mark his more mercurial 
compatriots Venkatesh and Ahmed, 
hut would find to their dismay tltat 
it was Appa doing the most damage. 


One of the greatest quirks of fate 
was that this most outstanding of 
forwards in his heyday was not 
railed upon to do duty for the coun 
try. The only time he came close 
to donning Indian colours in an 
Olympiad was in the preparatory 
stages for the ‘48 London gala, but 
he had to decline the offer because 
the cold would nol suit his health. 
In the winter of his career, as late 
as 1953, he was accorded token re¬ 
cognition by the authorities, who 
named him captain of the squad that 
visited Afghanistan. 

Running parallel to his skill waa 
his disarming simplicity and humi¬ 
lity. Apparao had just one vice. 
He was a compulsive bidi smoker, 
the last, tentative puffs being taken 
minutes before a match. But when 
that is compared to some of today’s 
habits—drinks and drugs—■ it can be 
calmly ignored. 

That apart, he was a model of 
good behaviour. Despite the adul¬ 
ation of thousands, Appa never lost 
his head. He was hardly ever pulled 
up for a foul—a distinction very 
few can claim. Apparao was a res¬ 
pected figure on the field, which 
prevented even the most volatile of 
defenders from charging with the 
intention of maiming him. In a ca¬ 
reer that spanned a good two deca¬ 
des, this is a feat perhaps no other 
footballer has been able to emulate. 

Appa played for the sheer joy of 
competition. Good, clean, exciting 
competition. His contribution should 
be assessed by the scale of enjoy¬ 
ment—millions of moments of it 
that he provided to friends and foes 
alike. And his behaviour on and olf 
the field could serve as an enduring 
lesson to the so-called outstanding 
footballers of today, whose first sac¬ 
rifice at the alter of fame is, almost 
inevitably, sporting spirit. 

Apparao is gone. The second star 
has been snuffed out. One can only 
hope that fate will not stop after 
two months again—to take away the 
third. That would be cruel, at least 
to the cause of football. 
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Thoroughly dependable 

Leonard 

is backed by Blue Star, 
leaders in refrigeration technology. 


Our 34 years of exper 
use is formidable So is our 
reputation for marketing 
products of the highest 
quality Such as Leonard 
A name people around the 
world have trusted since 
1881 For good reasons 

Leonard has a perfectly 
balanced refrigeration sys¬ 
tem And a compressor 
built to rigid international 
standards difficult to beat 
in performance Designed 
for low speed it runs with 


less wear and strain and 
saves you a cool 25% in 
power cost 

Leonard has many more 
excellent features Ask 
your nearest dealer for a 
free copy of our colourful 
folder BE HAPPY WITH 
LEONARD 

Choice of 5 models 286* 
165*. 135,90 and 65 litres 
♦With ISI CERTIFICATION 
and TRIPLE BENEFIT AUTO 
MATIC DEFROST SYSTEM 


Le onard - since issi. 

Always better value for money. 


Another quality product from 

01SD 

Leaders in refrigeration 


" 'Now approved on 
D6S & 0 Rate Contract)* 


Bombay • New Delhi * Calcutta • Madras • Ahmtdabad • Pune • Indore 
Kanpur • Chandigarh • Jamshedpur • Bangalore • Cochin • Secunderabad 
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For the soothing pleasure of a 
sulphur bath— 

Use 
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Keeps you fresh ail day long ! 


A toilet soap with very special curative proper¬ 
ties -Bengal Chemical s Sulphur Soap * You not 
only get a cool refreshing bath- you re also 
fully protected against prickly heat, skin irritation 
rashes and minor infections < Buy Sulphur Soap 
today—and you buy protection and comfort all 
day long 1 


BENGAL CHEMICAL 
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SUIT AGAINST 
PARLIAMENT ? 

Mr RAVI NAIR personal assistant 
to the Union Industry Minister 
Mr George 1 ernandes, intends to 
hie a rase in the Supreme Court 
to test an individual s 1 ight to 
protection against insinuations 
made against him on the Hoor of 
Parlian ent Young Mi Nair i, 
fuuous about some charges Well 
ed against him by Mr B P 
Maurya, Congress (1) MP in the 
Rajya Sabha regarding impoit of 
cement He Knows that an 
ordinary cituen or even an official 
has no redress against charges 
madi agunst them on the floor 
of Pailiament He also wiote a 
protest lettr i to Mi Maurya on 
August .11 He is also wating to the 
Chairman of Rijya S ebha 

' ‘This make- me a second da.s 

' citi/m claims Mi Nin “Fun 
if the iii is tlmiwn out f m not 
won icd But I want to make a 
pi oh A agunst the present 
sydini" he adds, ai*d claims that 
some hiding constitut'onal experts 
have agiecd to support him m his 
crusade against this partuulai 
p uliamcntarv ixrisiltge whin it 
come up Ra\i Nair veisus 
Poe! intent has the piorni i ot 
b> in • an intf ic sting i ise 


RAJ KRISHNA VS 
KRISHNA KANT 


SOMl PEOPLE do not love Pi or 
Raj Krishna And it is definite 
that Mi Krishna Kant, MP is on 
top of that list Otherwise whv 
should Mi Kant bother so much 
about Prof Krishna s nest move’ 

fhe Professoi who ]omi d the 
Planning Commission as member 
in charge of pi meet planning m 
June last yeai now wants to go 
back to the Delhi School of Eco 
nomits (DSF), wheie he was 
teaching before taking up the 
present assignment Prof Krishna 
joined DSF, onlv in August, 1975 
before which he was a senior 
economic adviser to the World 
Bank In fact he held a substan 
five appointment with the hank 

Now Mr Krishna Kant says that 
the Piofessor wants to join the 
World Bank and alleges that the 
Professor has used the Planning 
Commission as a mere spring boaid 
for getting the rushy World Bank 
job Bui this logic appears some 
what tenuous since the Professor 
was with the bank is a very 
senior official before he came back 


/■idj Krishna Krishna Kan' \ tat 
<lt t KiiJuin 

to Tndia So at leist in his caxr 
the rc is no question of using the 
eoinnussion as a spnngboaid Mr 
Krishna Kant his appe iled to thr 
Prime Mmo-tei to prevent Prof 
Krishna from having the coun'rv 
and joining the bank Melt to 
the- uninitiated this sugge stmn 
might Mnacl of old dictatorial 
prai tices 

In this Connecticut it may be 
pointid out tbit in thi pisl few 
years quite a tew vDim officials 
including Piof P N Dhar one tune 
Puncipal Secretary to the fuimer 
Pnoit Minister, have duectiy join 
cd the Woild Bank from the 
Government But nevei before 
htive Mr Kant or any ot hi* friends 
raised any objection So the 
question which immediately comes 
to mind is why is Mr Kant so 
keen to retain Prof Kitshni within 
the countiv’ So tai Prof Kiishua 
is concerned, he says, 1 1 want to 
go back to the university I have 
not yet received my formal offee 
from the bank and 1 will tackle 
it as and when it comes 


DHARiAS GIFT 


TVLR SFFN a host lavishing gifts 
tor hnflstW 7 This is what the 
Union fommerce Ministr r Mr 
Mohan Dharia did at the recently 
concluded ESCAP Ministerial Con¬ 
ference in the capital The Com 
mute Ministry, which hosted the 
conference presented the leader ot 
each delegation an expensive day 
and date automatic wajeh Brief 
cases were presented to all 
delegates, including junioi officers 
of the Mtiusliy The Ministry s 
stafF, however, got nothing in re 
cognition of their haid w< rk and 
dedication which made the ton 
ference a success But Mr Moh in 
Dharia and his two Ministers of 
State gave themselves a watch 
each—at public expense 


Incidentally, whose idea ot a 
yoke was it to give to the women 
delegates and the pretty hoste.ses 
from ITDC a rarer set and $ tube 
of shaving cream each 7 Ihe joke, 
if it was one, was not well taken 
by seveial women delegates 


NEW POST FOR 
RAJGOPAL 


Mi P R RAIAGOP Ms an IPS 
ofhcci of the rank of Inspector 
Gencia! is tipped to take ovu as 
the chief of revenue intelligence 
m the Ministry ot finance Ma^ 
be he will concuiiently become 
the chef of levcnue intelligence 
and ol the* E ntorc emc nf Un oi to- 
rate m the sarm Mini iiy One 
thing eems cert cm he will not 
rcplae* the top police in in of the 
country—Mr S N Vlathur dirc< 
toi Intelligence Bui t to Mi Bii 
gnpal has earned the ajvit i lation 
of the lanati Govcintne it ten very 
ibly he iclmg the !< on ot ,nvt ti 
gitors attached to the* Sh ih Con 
mission Mi R ijgopal was the 
c eeietarv of the ninmiiMiim who h 
will wireei up bv the end oi the 
ui nth 


CHARAN S GESTURE 

THI I OH Mf R Home Vbnistei 

M fhaiaii smsh has joined the 
selected bunch of politicians (i 
ran* coniinodity i.i India) who 
leays their ministen ll bungtlow 
after leaving the Government He 
has moved into a smallei hon 
on lughlak Road hi cause he could 
not attend to shell out Rs 1500 
month after month foi the lai gc* 
Rare (outst Road bungalow 
which he wi cntnled to teee as 
a Mimsti i None ot the other 
Ministeis who resigned on June 
50 have shifted from ministerial 
bungalows On the other hand 
there are seveial former Congress 
Ministeis who aie still occupy mg 
the large bungalows which wen 
allot'* d to the in when they were 
in the* Government Mis Indira 
Gandhi who does not tire of tell 
ing how poor she is (re membei 
hi i furious ic n.lionO continues to 
pay ovi i Rs 2 700 every month for 
the stately 12 Will ngdon (re. 
ten! lhis when he i farm hon 
is toady and wading foi in 

oce upant Iniidentillv the stun 

twee alleged to be* lllegil ton tiue 
lion which she put up on Cov 
eminent land at 1' Willmidon 
Iresetnt too is an conditioned 
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“My Eenglish’,’she said,“is impcrfecto. 

But your V. l.P. bagaglio is vero functionale. 
Vero beautifale. No?’' 
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There she was. Signora 
Simonetla Silvana Stanzani- 
Spagnoletti*. A woman of 
business, donna d’affairc, if you 
say it as the Romans do. 

”A woman in a man's world,” 
we said, with respect. 

Our smiling Mona Lisa 
changed, and how! All the fire 
of the Latin lemperamento raged. 

‘‘It is all the faults of the 
Italiano womano,” she said. 

"She lets the mans thinkare he 
rule the mondo. Now sec. 

The idea travel to the Indiano 
peoples." 

“Did you travel to India with 
V.l.P. suitcases?" we asked, 
trying to steer the conversation 
away gently. 

“Why, is it only a man’s 
suitcasa?"was the prompt retort, 

Suddenly, her mercurial 
temperamento was all sunshine 
again. “Sometimes,” she said, 

"I gets little angry. 

But I likes your V.l.P. vero 
mucha. The combinazionc locks 
is vero functionale. It always 
work.Except on uua occasions.’ 


“What happened?” wc asked, 
in alarm. “I forgets (he numbers,’ 
she said, “totalie.” 

"Then what?" we asked aghast. 

With a barely perceptible 
shrug, the elegante signora said, 
"When you carrys una 10 
carata diamonda on una platino 
necklace, you remembers. 

You remembers!” 

“Don’t you find the V.l.P. 
bella, beautifula, and stronga 
too?” we asked. 


striving very hard to avoid any 
interviewer bias. 

“Si, si,” she said. “It is like 
a womano, no?” Seeing our 
puz/Ied look, she explained. 

“A womano look vero delicato 
but she is made of...” 

“Sterner stuff," we obligingly 
suggested. “Cirazie," said she, 
with the graceful air of one 
who has grown up on 
compliments. Magnanimously, 


she returned the favour-. “Your 
brocado lining is excellente. 

And your V.l.P. colore, I like 
all.. .red, blue, green and 
golden.” 

.and brown, grey and 
black,” we added. 

“For my Giovanni, yes. 

I prefer® the brilliante colore,” 
she said. “Womano,"she finally 
conceded, "are differente.” 

Getting our French and 
Italian hopelessly tangled, we 
said, “Viva la differente!” 

* To protect the privacy of 
our V.l.P. customers, it has 
been necessary to conceal their 
actual identities. 
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Police negligence in Delhi : 
the worst crime 


Who is to blame for the 
deteriorating law and order 
situation in the capital ? 
Is the police equipped to 
meet the challenge posed 
by criminals using modern 
methods? BRAJ MOHAN 
reports. 


T HE brutal, gruesome and bar¬ 
baric murder in Delhi of two 
young children of Captain Madan 
Chopra, Geeta (17) and Sanjay 
(15), on the night of August 26 ex¬ 
poses not only the deplorable failure 
of the police to prevent the crime 
but the callous attitude of the Gov¬ 
ernment, weakened- and made 
lethargic by the sickening infighting 
in the Janata Party, towards the 
rapidly deteriorating law and order 
situation all over the country. 

It also shows that when the com¬ 
mission of a crime like murder 
shocks our conscience and forces 
the police to mobilise all its strength 
and resources to nab the murderers, 
the efficiency of the police is seen 
only if the victim had some VIP 
connections. In the eyes of the 
police, a man directly serving 
society, like a cobbler or a washer¬ 
man. does not appear to be so 
important as the person who com¬ 
mands political influence and has 
enough money to buy anything he 
wants, even if bis personal and pub¬ 
lic life is an open scandaL 

Never was the capital so aroused 
with anger and protest agaijlst the 
police and governmental apathy as 
after the murder of the Chopra 
children because of the cruelty and 
savagery with which the assailants 
killed the two children after picking 
them up from a place near their 
house in Dhaula Kuan around 
6 p.m, on August 26. Whosoever 
heard of the ihacabrt story of how 
their lives were brought to an end 
by slow but painful stabbing with a 
sharp-edged weapon was rudely 
shaken. The whole Capital mourned 
the death of Geeta and Sanjay and 
thousands of parents felt as If they 
had lost their 6wn children. Hund¬ 
reds visited the Dhaula Kuan resi¬ 
dence of the Chopras to console 
the bereaved parents and do what¬ 


ever little they could to help them 
in their hour of grief. Many 
silently wept, unable to control 
their emotion. 

The assailants of the Chopra 
children may or may not be found 
and this murder case like many other 
murder cases may remain unsolved. 
But the image of the Delhi Police, 
which has been so much tarnished 
during the last two years, ma> never 
be retrieved again unless something 
drastic is done. The people had lost 
much of their confidence and faith 
in the police because of its role dur¬ 
ing the Emergency. The opportunity 
available for the police to win back 
the trust of the people after the 
Janata Party Government was form¬ 
ed at the Centre was wasted. More 
-than the police officers the blame 
for this should be placed on the 
Central Ministers and the Janata 
Party bosses. Soon after taking 
charge of the Union Home Ministry, 
Chaudhury Charan Singh bad the 
IGP of Delhi, Mr Bhawanimal, 
shunted out though his roie during 
the Emergency was not so bad. He 
had resisted the pressure on him to 
act illegally. Since it was difficult 
for Mr Sanjay Gandhi and his 
friends to manouevre him, they got 
everything done through Mr P. S. 
Bhinder, DIG. Two new DIGs, Mr 
Kajpal and Mr Markandey Singh, 
the hitter close to Mr Chandra- 
shekhar, were brought to Delhi per¬ 
haps without the knowledge of Mr 


Charan Singh. They bad hardly 
settled down to their work when 
orders came transferring them out 
to far-off places. The new IGP, 
Mr Mishra, was also packed off and 
Mr J. N. Chaturvedi, known to Mr 
Charan Singh personally, was 
brought in his place The reason 
why Mr .Chaturvedi was favoured 
was that the Chaudhury wanted his 
own man as the police chief in the 
Union Territoiy of Delhi after the 
system of Police Commissioner was 
introduced in the capital. 

But these transfers and new ap¬ 
pointments demoralised the police 
force and discouraged those officers 
who sincerely wanted to revive the 
image of the police in Delhi by 
their hard and honest work. A 
thinking developed among them 
that as in the days of the Congress 
rule, in the Janata Party regime 
too it was political connections only 
that would matter. They also realis¬ 
ed that the success of their action 
against criminals and violators of 
law would depend more on the rela¬ 
tions of these offenders with top 
politicians. The police administra¬ 
tion was not going to be different 
from what it was during the Con¬ 
gress days. The best course for 
these officers then was to play safe. 
And this is the attitude that made 
the police establishment in Delhi 
more weak and ineffective. 

It is common knowledge today 
that the attitude of the police to 






Miss Zarin Khambatta of 
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play safe has led to such a situation 
that no police officer wants to act 
until a written complaint has been 
filed. (This was pointed out by the 
Mayor, Mr R. K. Gupta, some days 
ago). Even while accepting the 
written complaint he wants to en¬ 
sure that investigation into it will 
not land him in trouble. He does 
not mind if the delay he makes in 
investigating the case helps the cul¬ 
prit to escape or results in the 
death of someone who may be saved 
if timely action is taken. But the 
same officer would act swiftly If the 
complaint has been made to him by 
a Minister, a senior bureaucrat or a 
powerful businessman. In fact, he - 
docs not need even a written com¬ 
plaint when such personalities need 
his protection or want him to act 
against an innocent person. 

An example of police promptness 
for a VIP was provided when the two 
sons of Mr K. C. Pant, former 
Minister and one of the Genera) 
Secretaries of the Congress, dis¬ 
appeared some months ago. Not only 
was every nook and corner of Delhi 
searched and hundreds of suspects 
interrogated but search parties were 
sent to distant places to look for 
them. The IGP announced awards 
and released the photographs of the 
children to all national dallies for 
publication. The children were one 
day found in Simla. It was later 
revealed that they" had run away 
from home with some money. 

There is not one but many in¬ 
stances to prove that the police first 
avoid registering a complaint about 
a crime brought by a common man. 
And if the complaint is registered, 
the action taken is so tardy and 
slow that the complainant later 
regrets having gone to the police 
for help. An ordinary citizen is al¬ 
ways asked by the police to first 
prove that the complaint he has 
brought is genuine. Recently, the 
Press learnt that the police had ask¬ 
ed a man who had sought its pro¬ 
tection against a possible attack on 
him to locate his likely assailant 
and then lodge a complaint. Quite - 
often ordinary people in need of 
police help request an influential 
political leader or a well-connected 
person to speak to the police on 
their behalf. Newsmen covering 
crime cases also often take up with 
the police the case of a person whose 
daughter has been abducted or 
whose son has been murdered and 
who had failed to move the police. 
On several occasions the Press had to 
launch a campaign for days to force 
the police to look into a case. The 
famous Meena Tandon case which 
the police wanted to hush up was 
taken up for investigation by the 
Crime Branch only when the Press 
mounted pressure by bringing to 
light startling facts about the death 
of Meena. 

One Is .lucky if a complaint is 
registered immediately. The police 
often take hours to record the com- 
ptaintOnAugast 29 « newly mar¬ 


ried girl. Rakesh Kumari, died of 
burns when her sari caught fire in 
the kitchen. When her parents, who 
live in a small own in Punjab learnt 
about the death of their daughter 
they suspected foul play as her in¬ 
laws were not satisfied with the 
dowry. She had also quarrelled with 
her husband on this issue. When 
the parents arrived and talked to 
the neighbours of her in-laws, their 
suspicion was strengthened. They 
went to the Karol Bagh police 
station on the morning of August 31 
to lodge a complaint The police first 
tried to dissuade them from doing 
so. but when they Insisted, register¬ 
ed the complaint. The deceased’s 
parents had to wait for almost the 
whole day to get a copy of the first 
information report. When the police 
did not move even the following 
day, they went round the newspaper 
offices with their tale of woe. Some 
newsmen talked to the authorities, 
and the police decided to act. 

*pHE way the police receive and 
* react to complaints or infor¬ 
mation about a grave crime was 
revealed when the murder of the 
Chopra children came to light. One 
Mr Inderjit Singh had seen around 
7 p.m. on August 26 two children 
in the back seat of a Fiat car 
struggling to get out but were pre¬ 
vented by two persons in the front 
seat. He dialed the car on his 
scooter but failed to stop it. He 
went to the Rajendra Nagar Police 
Station with his information. He 
expressed the fear that the children 
were being kidnapped. He also gave 
the police details of the car and its 
registration number. And what did 
the police do? It told him that the 
case fell in the jurisdiction of an¬ 
other police station on Mandir Marg. 
A precious half-an-hour was wasted 
in forwarding the information to 
the Mandir Marg Police Station. Had 
the police alerted the patrol van in 
the dty immediately after Mr 
Inderjit Singh brought the informa¬ 
tion. the lives of Sanjay and Geeta 
might have been saved. When the 
police later learnt that the children 
belonged to the family of a Senior 
Naval Officer it mobilised all its re¬ 
sources to trace them. Investigation 
was stepped up when many influen¬ 
tial persons took up the matter with 
the police. Even the Prime Minister 
spoke to the Police Commissioner 
about the case. But the assailants 
had moved faster than the police. 

Those who know why the law and 
order situation in the capital has 
gone from bad to worse ask why the 
Government and the police have not 
shown exemplary promptness in trac¬ 
ing the murderer o! six-year-old 
Kiran who was ' done to death on 
Rnk&a Bandhan day in 1975. Kiran’s 
body was found in a cupboard of a 
school in West Patel Nagar though 
she was not a student of the school. 
Her father, a meat seller, still weeps 
when the memory of her sweet 
daughter is revived. The police has 
yet to trace those who stabbed to 
death an assistant engineer with 



The ''rnultiole-mimbered’’ car used 
by Btlla and Ranga Khus 


CPWD, Mr R. Nagrajan. 50, when he 
was going home in R. K. Puram with 
his wife one night some years ago. 
Mrs Ajinder Kaur, 32, mother of 
three daughters and pregnant, was 
found murdered in her Rohtak Road 
bouse one day in October 1976. Who 
murdered her ? On June 9, 1977 

bodies of two girls were found in a 
ditch near Mehrauli. They were 
stabbed to death. The police yet 
does not know who ended the lives 
of the beautiful girls, though they 
came from a poor family. Chitra 
Jagannathan, 23-year-old lecturer of 
Maitrey College, about to be mar¬ 
ried, disappeared one evening in 
February last year. She is yet to be 
traced. Is it not because of the 
different standard of inquiry followed 
in the cases involving poor and in¬ 
significant persons, that the police 
has come to be known as the protec¬ 
tor of only the elite ? 

A lot has to be done to make the 
police Administration capable of 
meeting the challenge the modern 
criminals are posing to them. The 
criminals now use the most modern 
and scientific methods of committing 
crime. They fry to be always ahead 
of the police and are aware of the 
crime techniques employed in coin, 
tries like the USA and the UK. 
Senior police officers have never 
frankly told the Government that 
the police force needs to be fully 
equipped to do its job. Many of them 
curry favour with politicians instead 
of asking for resources to improve 
the working of the force. 

What is the Janata Government 
doing to check the growing Inci¬ 
dence of crime ? In a seminar organ¬ 
ised to discuss the capital's law and 
order problem after the murder ot 
Geeta and Sanjay, one speaker said: 
“The Government’s role can be dis 
cussed only if a Government exists." 
Can our senior politicians find time 
out of the petty bickerings to give 
a thought to this? 
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When Vajpayee's charisma failed 


O N AUGUST 31. when Delhi 
University students rallied to 
the Boat Club lawns to protest 
against police inaction in a double 
murder case, the External Affairs 
Minister, Mr Atal Bchari Vaj¬ 
payee, intervened uninvited, got 
hurt and hurried to Parliament to 
capitalise on the injury. 

About 3,000 girls, many of whom 
were from the college where 
Gecta studied, were joined by 
about 1,000 boys at the rally. A 
small deputation went to submit 
a memorandum to the Lok Sabhu 
Speaker, Mr K. S. Hegde, but it 
was received by the secretary to 
the Deputy Speaker. Then Mr 
Vajpayee, who was in Parliameht, 
set off with a Janata MP, Mr 
Kanwar Lai Gupta, to the Boat 
Club as the students supposedly 
wanted to convey their sentiments 
to someone in the Government. 
What awaited them was a show 
organised h\ the Indian Students 
Congress, where a number of 
MPs int hiding Mr Bhupesh Gupta, 
Mr Sharad Yadav and Dr Karan 
Singh had be -n invited But Mr 
Vajpayee's appearance cam* as a 
mii prise to the dprnonsti atoi s 

The External Affair Minister 
was immediately mii round'd and 
pushpd around Th< boss > limbed 
on one another's shoulders to 
reach him Mi Vaipayee lost his 
temper, hit back and lued to pull 
down one of the bcn i No public 
address system had been an angrd 
but Mr Vajpayee wanted to add 
ress the rally. So he was led to 
a Police jeep fitted with a loud¬ 
speaker. He stood on the bonnet 
and waited for the noise to sub¬ 
side The principal of a college 
handed him a memorandum. One 
of the organisers of the lally tried 
to pacify the crowd and failing 
in that, shouted slogans against 
Mr Vajpayee The crowd res¬ 
ponded with “hai, hat”. One 
demonstrator jumped on to the 
bonnet. Mr Kanwar Lai Gupta 
who was standing on the side¬ 
board fell off the jeep. An angry 
Mr Vajpayee pushed the student 
off. 

This provoked stone throwing. 
The first stone coining from his 
right hit Mr Vajpayee on the 
forehead and blood spattered on 
his white kurta and dhoti. The 
police asked him to get down. He 
did but started along wtlh the 
police to chase the students say¬ 
ing : “Why should I go away?" 
The boys were lathicharged and 
Mr Vajpayee was made to sit in a 
car ana taken away to the. Parlia¬ 
ment House. Amid interruptions 
Mr Vajpayee managed to say that 
Government was seized of the 
natter and investigations were 
under progress. 


Mr Kanwarlal Gupta made an 
agitated speech in the Lok Sabha 
identifying the assailant as one 
Bhim Singh, whom he described as 
a Congress (1) youth leader. He 
drew the attention o£ the House 
to Mr Vajpayee who had his head 
covered with a large cloth, his 
kurta and dhoti smeared with 
blood from the bone-deep, two. 
and-halfjnch-long wound. The 
House 'Nvas thrown in turmoil. 
Later it came’ out that Mr Bhim 
Singh was a Congress MLA from 
Jammu and Kashmir, didn't be¬ 
long to the Congress (I) and was 
not in any case, the assailant. 

But Mr Vijay Kumar Malhotra 
(Janata) blamed the Congress (1) 
as did another assorted group of 
Janata MPs who claimed that the 
outh wing of the Congress (I) 
ired goondas and shouted slo¬ 
gans against the Janata Govern¬ 
ment and later started throwing 
stones at the Minister. This 
proved that "there is a link bet¬ 
ween the murderers of Sanjay and 
Gceta and the Indira Brigade", 
they said. 

The photographs of Mr Vaj¬ 
payee in blood-smeared clothes 
and with a bandage around his 
forehead in the hospital made for 
good publicity in next morning’s 


newspapers. But he and his 
erstwhile Jana Sangh colleagues 
had gone and messed up a stu¬ 
dent demonstration about an is¬ 
sue over which almost all the citi¬ 
zens of the capital were greatly 
agitated. Mr Vajpayee was per¬ 
haps over confident that his much 
bandted-about popularity would 
click with the students. But most 
of the students there did not be¬ 
long to any political Party and 
did not want any politician to 
cash in on their demonstration. 
But then Messrs Vajpayee, Kan¬ 
war Lai Gupta and Vijay Kumar 
Malhotra had to save tneir image 
as the double murder had taken 

f ilace within the jurisdiction of 
heir constituencies and the erst¬ 
while Jana Sangh controlled Delhi 
.Administration. Moreover the 
Jana Sangh had been supporting 
Mr Morarji Desai in his battles 
with Mr Charan Singh and 
Morarjibhai, temporarily in charge 
of Home Ministry, had to be pro¬ 
tected. Having gone there wnen 
no one asked him to, if Mr Vaj¬ 
payee had pulled it off with the 
students ana made a speeihful ol 
promises he would have added 
another feathpr to his cap to push 
the future-PM image. But that 
was not to be. 

B,M 


Who are the criminals ? 


yuinu: Sunday was busy cot- 
VV let ting icports on the Delhi 
Polite, we received a pathetic leb 
ter wutten by a taxi driver 6r 
that metropolis. Mr Raghblr 
Singh, of 15 Church Road. New 
Delhi 14, has been searching In 
vain sinre August 13, 1978, for bis 
daughter, Manmohan Kaur, who 
disappeared suddenly. 

Miss Kaur, aged 17, was em¬ 
ployed with M/s Amina Chemt- 
sier International at A.C.3 Kundan 
Bhavan, Kalkaji, Delhi. She had 
only joined them 17 or 18 days 

S reviously on a monthly salary of 
,s 250. She left the house on 
August 12 at 8.30a.m. in order to 
report for duty at Kundan Bhavan. 
That was the last time her father 
saw her. Usually she returned 
home in the evening so when 
there was no sign of her on that 
day, according to her father, “we 
searched for her in Delhi but 
found no trace”. 

On the morning of the next 
day, August 13, Raghblr Singh 
went to Kundan Bhavan in order 
to make enquiries about hi* 
daughter. Although the land¬ 
lady was not available, one of the 


servants informed him that Miss 
Kaur had left the premises dur¬ 
ing daylight on August 12. Ragh- 
blr Singh then reported the mat¬ 
ter to the Nizamuddin Polite on 
the August 13. An entry was 
flde In the daily dairy and Mr 
ngh was then referred to the 
Kalkaji Police Station. Officials 
there accompanied him to Kundan 
Bhavan and made enquiries on 
the premises and from the land¬ 
lady but these efforts proved 
inconclusive. 

Mr Singh then attempted to 
meet the owner of the factory on 
different days but met wish no 
success till one day he met the 
owner of the factory. The latter 
informed him that the factory 
bad been closed on August 12 and 
on that day Miss Kaur had col¬ 
lected her wages which amounted 
to Rs 125. The factory owner 
was of no help in tracing Miss 
Kaur. 

Mr Singh is sure that his daugh¬ 
ter has been abducted or enticed 
by someone in the factory. Miss 
Kaur is slim, about 5’ 3” tail, fair 
complexioned and round-faced. 
Any information is welcome. 
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Boat Club sidelights 


\TEW DELHI’S Boat Club lawns 
*•" have been the venue of many 
a demonstration, some violent and 
aame non-violent, over the last 
iecade. The lush vreen patch on 
the two sides of Ral Path near its 
crossing with Rail Marg la the far¬ 
thest point upto which processions 
are allowed to proceed near the 
Parliament House. Before the 
violent anti-cow slaughter rally on 
November 7. 1966, demonstrations 
wore allowed at the northern gates 
of the Parliament House. Proces¬ 
sions used to wind their way 
through Parliament Street from 
Connaught Place and end at the 
roundabout near the PTI Building. 
But the onslaught by naked 
sadhus a decade back made the 
authorities impose prohibitory or¬ 
ders upto a certain radius around 
the Parliament House and Boat 
Club lawns achieved their present 
status since then. 

Tiie week from August 26 to 
September 2 saw a series of vio¬ 
lent demonstrations at the Boat 
Club. The murder of the two 
Chopra children brought school 
and college students out of their 
ddssrooms to protest against the 
deteuorating law and, order situa¬ 
tion in the capital. The land¬ 
owners of villages around Delhi 
took to the streets to protest 
against the Delhi Administration's 
pro-llarijan stance at Kanjhawala 
village. Ihe historic venue saw 
demonsti ations by smartly dressed 
boys and gitls of elite institutions 
like St. Stephen's College, Jesus 
und Mary’s College and Modern 
School. The village lustxs did 
their bit on Wednesday, August 30. 

The villagers had decided that 
they would court arrest en masse. 
Police had to requisition Delhi 
Transport Corporation’s buses to 
take the arrested persons'to Tihar 
Jail. Six villagers missed the jail 
bus. They were nearly in tears. 
How could they go back to their 
village without courting arrest? 
They would be branded as btud it 
(cowards). They spent the night 
on the lawns. Early on Thursday 
morning they set about looking 
for a policeman who would oblige 
by arresting them and sending 
them to their village—via Tibar 
Jail, ofcourse. Nobody, however, 
entertained their pleas. In the 
afternoon senior police officials 
came to the spot to tackle a 
demonstration by Delhi University 
girls. Tbe leader of the six went 
to an official with folded lands and 
said : "We have lost our face. 
You must arrest us and take us 
to jail becajse we are promise- 
bound that we will go to jail ... 
How cart we go back to tbe vil¬ 
lage when others will come back 
to the village at 'jail-returned”. 

The officer brushed them side 



Delhi University's qvl students demonstrating at the Beta! Club on 
August 31 ( above ) A new of the Kanjhauala farmers’ rally at the 
same venue a day before (below) 



by suymg "No, you tom- not 
lost your face Please go back to 
your village." But the six were 
not convinced, they went about 
looking for the jail bus. 

While these villagers were “un¬ 
lucky”, there was a young man 
who was taken off a mini-bus 
travelling along Rail Marg and 
put on to a jail van. The sight 
of so many girls seems to have 
excited him and peeping through 
the bus window he started send¬ 
ing “flying, kisses" towards the 
gathering. The demonstrators were 


shouting. “1 see. You see. The 
police ao not see,” referring to 
the growing lawlessness in the 
capital. Unfortunately for this 
young man, his "flying kisses” 
landed on the watchful eyes of a 
police .officer, who directed his men 
Him. It was Indeed a 
$ w for the young man, for 
jJ. traffle RUM* dt the Raft Marg- 
Rhl Path crossing changed to red 
and the mini-bus came to a 
screeching halt, making it easier 
for the policemen to nab him 
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Will Thumba disappear 
into the sea ? 


Wrong choice of site endangers premier scientific project 

OLOWLY and uncomfortably, for 
the controlling Ministries, the 


^ the controlling Ministries, the 
lack of co-ordination, even in vital 
projects, is becoming increasingly 
evident. The much propagandised 
Cannanore fishing harbour has been 
subject to siltation and shallowing, 
among other reasons because the 
breakwater was built without much 
thought given to sedimentation. 
Somewhat belatedly, the National 
Institute of Oceanography (NIO) was 
called in. As a fire brigade job, 
NIO’s work was as good as the best 
—a situation has been remedied. For 
how long?—no one has a definite 
answer. 

What is happening—or is likely to 
happen—at the Thumba Equatorial 
Rocket Launching Station tTERLS) 
of the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre 
(VSSC) is, perhaps, rrtuch more cru¬ 
cial. Incredibly, the siting of India's 
premier scientific project seems to 
have been finalised with little more 
than a sharp bureaucratic eye for 
comfort and panorama, somewhat 
close to Houston surroundings. Ero¬ 
sion, all along the Malabar coast, is 
no new problem. Yet, the possibi¬ 
lity of beach erosion at Thumba 
seems to have escaped brainy minds 
at all decision-making centres, with 
the result that Thumba almost tum¬ 
bled in August, 1976. Then, and 
only then, people remembered that 



A view of the beach scarp of about 
Centre 

there is a specialised agency in the 
country which could pull their chest¬ 
nuts out of the fire and NIO was 
called in to dyke the breach. What 
the future shall be, no one knows 
for sure—not even NIO. 

The problem was first noticed in 
1973, when aeyere erosion occurred 







Ad hoc measure* were adopted in August, 1976 for protecting the Con¬ 
trol Centre. 


2,5m in front of Thumba's Control 


all along the beach. By 1976 the 
situation was almost desperate. It 
was belatedly realised that important 
and costly facilities like launching 
pads, transmitting stations, the con¬ 
trol centre itself had been built dan¬ 
gerously close to the water front. 

In the month of August, beach 
scarp and cusps are formed at par¬ 
ticular points on the beach. The 
launching pad and the control cen¬ 
tre happen to be located at throughs 
of those cusps where a 2.5 mt. 
scarp was found on site investiga¬ 
tion. More detailed studies have 
revealed the following phases: Ero¬ 
sion from June to August; accretion 
during September and November; 
erosion during December and Janu¬ 
ary; accretion during February and 
March; and relatively stable condi¬ 
tion between April and May. 

Bathymetric studies of the coast, 
between the Varkqla headland in 
the north and the Kovalam headland 
in the South, suggest a wide varie¬ 
ties of contours between the flm and 
30m depths and undulations in the 
nearshore depths. On the other hand, 
wave refraction analysis shows that 
wave energy concentration will ocs 
cur at the Thumb* beach during the 
monsoon season. Waves approach¬ 
ing from the south-west direction 
would induce conditions for severe 
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er which requested liberal compensa- 
Ition from the Stat 9 Government to 
the sugar unit on the basis of a 
pattern evolved by the Tamil Nadu 
Government. 

The matter was fiist raised in the 
State Assembly by a Congress MLA, 
Mr Bhattam Sriramamurthy, a 
former Minister in the Vengal Rao 
Cabinet and apparently commanding 
firsthand information. Dr Channa 
Reddy was reluctant to give out the 
contents of the letters. Janata 
members in the House tried to 
chpckmate the issue by pointing out 
that Mr Desai was not a member of 
the House and hence the matter 
could not be discussed. 

What is Challapalli Sugar Factory 
like? It is named alter the Raja ot 
Challapalli. Besides being the biggest 
zamindar ot Andhra Pradesh, he is 
an erstwhile leader of the Justice 
Party. In the Sixties he became a 
Congress Minister, thanks to the 
good offices of Mr Brahmananda 
Reddi In Andhra Pradesh the 
Raja is deiisively known as the 
lather of the Communist movement, 
because of his ruthless exploitation 
ot agrarian labourers. 


Though the Raja died a few years 
ago, the atrocities committed by 
him are remembered to this day. 
His farmlands were the scene of 
unprecedented unrest in 1947 when 
the Communists started their rural- 
based agitation. 

Though located In the Raja's 
native village, the sugar factory’s 
registered office is in Madras. Most 
of the shares are held by family 
members of the Raja. „The chair¬ 
man and the mattfigmf (BTOeWr are 
from the family, though there are 
a few exceptions to this rule. Of 
the three thousand acres owned by 
the company, sugarcane is only cul¬ 
tivated on one thousand acres. The 
factory never achieved its rated capa¬ 
city. It is still in arrears over the 
payment of purchase tax to the Gov¬ 
ernment. Because of its inability to 
pay up growers who supplied cane 
to the factory, the Government had 
to attach the company's properties 
under Revenue Recovery Act. When 
the Government sought to apply the 
Ceiling Act (amended in 1971) to 
the laitoiy, the company resorted 
to two pronged action — litigation 
and .ulive lobbying in the corridors 
of powi r The Madras High Court 


granted a Stay order 

Andhra Pradesh Governm n t> s e 

to take over the farm. move 

M r morarji desai’s « atfc . n 

ship with the Challapalli'-- {l ' 
is rathei intimate. In 196a 
Raja's son, Mr Anpineedu Pras. i • 
came a member of the Lok S^~' 
Mr Gopalkrishna (known as 
Pantulu) rose up fiom a air* 
munshi to a company director . 
later became a mam bar of i 
Andhra Legislative Council und 
Mr Brahmananda Reddi’s patronag 
His dark deeds necessitated probe 
and enquiries in the Sixties, mclud 
ing the one in which he was paired 
with the former Inspector General 
of Police, Mr A K. Nambiar. As 
Deputy Prime Minister in Mrs 
Gandhi's Cabinet, Mr Desai gave 
moral support to Mr Gopalkrishna 
by driving down to the latter's house 
for lunch a few weeks after the CBI 
had raided the house. Mr Gopal- 
knshna’s intimacy with Mr Desai 
is said to be chiefly responsible for 
Mr Desai's letters to the two suc¬ 
cessive Chief Ministers. 
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How (not) to sell Indian books abroad 


\ repo) ; hunt Singapore 

r 'DIAN boons no -.oiling very well 
at the tenth book Ian opened at 
Singapore oil August 20 by the Sin- 
gapoic Home Minister, Mr Chua 
Sian Chin The ptoblem, however, 
is that the Indian publishers parti¬ 
cipating in the fair, including the 
semi Government National Book 
Trust, have not brought a sufficient 
numbei ot copies of the titles they 
are displaying to meet tho demand 

Altogether, there are 725 Indian 
titles on display, sent by 77 publishers, 
at this 10-day book fair. Most are 
English titles, with a tew in Hindi, 
Punjabi and Tamil, contributed by 
the Indian Council for Cultural Rela¬ 
tions, the Council lor c i lentific and 
Industrial Research, the Indian Coun¬ 
cil for Agnculturc Research, the 
National Council for Educational 
Research and Training, and others. 

Last year the fair was visited by 
five million people, and sale of books 
at it was of the oider ot Singapore, 
dollars 150,000 (Rs 540,000). This 
year, sales ate expected to be highec 
because of more visitors. 

Last year India did not sell the 
books it displayed. Publishers who 
came tried to establish agencies for 
their publications. Some textbook 
publishers succeeded in appointing 
agents. Engineering, business man¬ 
agement and economics textbooks 
are doing well in Singapore and there 
is a good demand for books on yoga 
and on India generally. 


Indian publishers claim that the 
yearly export of their books to Singa¬ 
pore has increased from Rs 600,000 
in 1972-73 to Rs 2,500,000 in 1977-78. 

Export of Indian books not only to 
Singapore but also to the entire 
South-East Asia ha9 Bonn up. Last 
year India also participated in the 
Kuala Lumpur book fair. 

India has been taking part in the 
Singapore, book fair since 1973 regu¬ 
larly. Until 1976, it was only a local 
fair but since last year it started 
attracting other countries and those 
participating this year are the U.S., 
South Korea, Taiwan, the Soviet 
Union cud some East European 
nations. 

India is tbo seventh largest book 
publishing country. Every year it 
brings out on the average about 
16,000 titles. But like most things 
in lodia. tbe export of books has its 
own politics. The officials for the 
development of book exports from 
the Union Ministry of Education and 
the National Rook Trust, are more 
interested in participating in fairs 
year after year than building Up ex¬ 
port of books. Their argument is 
that there should be Indian officials 
stationed abroad for the task cf pro¬ 
moting tbe export of books. Some¬ 
thing on the line of the representa¬ 
tives of the State Trading Corpora¬ 
tion and other such Government 
bodies whoso activity is supposed to 
be the promotion of Indian goods. 
Until this demand or plea is accepted 


very little effort is being made to 
promote book exports and book sales 
abroad aie deliberately being kept 
low. 

r T\H£ publishers themselves do not 
1 seem to care much for exports, 
because, for them India itself is a 
big enough market to make money 
from. Many of them, as is well- 
known, bring out expensive hard¬ 
bound titles in limited editions of 
10,000 or so, which they sell to 
libraries and Government and semi- 
Government bodies which have funds 
for buying books, and sjara enough 
money from such sales. These hard¬ 
backs cost over Rs 40, which is not 
within the reach cf a middle-class 
Indian. 

In Singapore, the rate for the sale 
ol' Indian books at the fair has been 
fixed by Indian officials at 50 Singa¬ 
pore cents to an Indian rupee (the 
current bank rate is Rs 3.60 to a 
Singapore dollar). But tbe 50 cents 
to a i open rate is applicable to sales 
in the fair only. Outside, in shops, 
agents of Indian publishers charge as 
much as a Singapore dollar to a 
rupee for textbooks! 

But even at this reasonable rate 
in the fair, an Indian book of Rs 40 
costs 20 Singapore dollars. There are 
not many In this island republic ot 
2.2 million who can easily afford 20 
Singapore dollars for a book, unless 
of course it is absolutely essential, 
like a textbook. 
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For breath, close up fresh 



and teeth,close up white 

. . 




Tninspiirent red 
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Close-up 

tootl i paste and moi 1 tl iwmsI i in one 


r ' 4 
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For close-up situations like this. 

/ou need new Close-Up—a totally new idea 
tn toothpastes. It has a real mouthwash 
that leaves your breath close-up fresh—and 
two special ingredients to get your 
teeth close-up white. 


Available in Calcutta and selected 

laharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 

_ loa, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 

Oom-lW is for close-ups 


A Quality Product by HINDUSTAN LEVER 


UNTAS-CX-U-.HIJ 



Not only are Indian book* nxpan- 
Jive, they ere very poorly traduced: 
Uielr paper, printing end binding Is 
bad, and comes nowhere near the 
foahty of books produced elsewhere, 
including Singapore. 

The only reason why people buy 
them is that they are not available 
from other sources. Some textbooks 
from India are of course cheaper than 
those from other countries. But 
their production does no credit to 
the publishing industry in India. The 
only compulsion for buyers here or 
in this region for buying them is 
that Indian books are available only 
from India. - 

But wc have experts who can frus¬ 
trate even that compulsion. Last 
year, at the Singapore book fair 
there was a great demand for Indian 
books on Yoga (Yoga is now popular 
the world -over and even Christian 
institutions like YMCA are trying to 
become attractive by organising Yoga 
classes) and generally about India, 
especially about places of interest. 


TTie Government ofBdgls who cum! 
to look tftor tho Indian ftcttanlfl 
the fair said these books coulanbt 
be sold (every other participant wil 
selling books), because they had to be 
taken to Kuala Lumpur for another 
exhibition or fair. But since the 
demand for some books was great, 
they appointed girls locally to take 
orders by noting down the names 
and addresses of those wanting to 
buy them and the titles they wanted. 


Those girls who did not seem very 
happy taking down orders, however 
managed to note down thousands of 
-Mmae and a d d r esse s , with promises 
that they wouid receive the books by 

a A year has gone by, and 
y any one of them has yet re¬ 
ceived the book he had ordered last 
year. 


I inquired from the officials who 
had come for the fair and who 
were here last year also, as to why 
the books for which orders had been 
taken had not been sent. They said 


1 be book# bed bean sent to an agent 
' A wMfspwi. to whom the addresses 
if tnot* who had ordered them had 
MOB given, and be had been asked 
to attl them. 

I then asked the agent, who is or 
Indian origin, as to why the books had 
not been mailed. He said, first of 
all, the books arrived six months 
after they had been ordered And 
when he mailed some, they were all 
returned to him by the post office, 
for the addresses and names he had 
been given were not correct. 

This ., . yes ton , th a ra . an* titles on 
display in the fair, mostly pf the 
National Book Trust, which are not 
for sale. Those wanting to buy 
them are told to order for them by 
writing down their names and add¬ 
resses so that they could receive 
them by post t 


HARISH CHANDOIA 
from Singapore 


Human sacrifice in Keonjhar 

The price of fancy was a human life 


H UMAN sacrifice is not an un¬ 
known phenomenon in Orissa. 
There was a system failed meria in 
Ganjam agency areas as well ns in 
Kondhmais, now a part of the Phul- 
bani district where human sacrifice 
was supposed to be made in order 
to satisfy the God which protects 
farmers from hazards. Now it is 
a thing of the past, thanks to the 
British. 

Sporadically of course, cases of 
human sacrifice still take place. For 
instance, a couple of years ago one 
such incident took place near Khan- 
dapara in Puri district. Whenever 
there is a case of a lost child the 
usual rumour is that a bridge is be¬ 
ing constructed nearby and the 
child had been taken for a sacrifice. 
In fact there are rumours at Cut¬ 
tack at the moment that child lif¬ 
ters are taking away small children 
to be sacrificed at a cinema hall 
now being built in the city. Atten¬ 
dance in schools has dropped sharp¬ 
ly due to this scare. 

One such case took place in a 
remote village, Baghaghara, about 
40 kilometers away from the dis¬ 
trict headquarters of Keonjhar. From 
the main road at a distance of 
about 16 kilometers from Keonjhar 
and 25 kilometers from Ghatgaon, a 
road leads to this small village. One 
has to cross the Baitarani River and 
travel 15 kilometers to reach the 
village. The sleepy village is agog 
with visits of scores of policemen 
who have enquired into the case 
and senior officials after the recent 
incident of human sacrifice. 


Ward members in such tiny tri¬ 
bal villages are important people 
and Sowas Kangali Nayak was 
richer than others in the Bagha¬ 
ghara village and commanded 
the respect of the innocent tribals. 
Sometime in the middle of July, 
Kangali Nayak, according to the vil¬ 
lagers, dreamt twice in a night that 
the presiding deity of their village, 
Baiamukulei, desired a human sacri¬ 
fice. This he confided to some vil¬ 
lage elders. As though it had to be 
done, the ward member took onto 
himself the task of finding out some¬ 
one who could be sacrificed at the 
altar of the devi. 


After that life went on smoothly 
for the villagers but for Kangali 
Nayak the days were restless as he 
searched for a victim. Finally on 
July 30 as he was going round the 
weekly hot (market) at Dhenkikote 
he came across a 35-year-old widow 
and mother of four children, 
Labanya Devi of Bhoiabeda village, 
about three kilometers away from 
Bhagaghara. Kangali Nayak was 
known there too as the ward mem¬ 
ber. He persuaded Labanya Devi to 
come to his village and obtain medi¬ 
cines for one of her ailing children. 
Innocent and superstitious as this 
widow of the blacksmith was, she 
followed him to Baghaghara. There 
she was kept in a separate apart¬ 
ment till it was dusk. Soon after 
dusk a drinking spree began. It 
ended when she was totally drunk. 
Handia (home-brewed liquor from 
parboiled rice) was liberally con¬ 
sumed, But all the time, according 


to witnesses, Kangali Nayak, dis¬ 
cretely avoided drinking and finally 
when Labanya Devi was out of her 
senses die was gagged, taken to a 
nearby jungle where her throat was 
slit and the blood which oozed out 
was carried to the temple of Bala- 
mukulei where by prior arrange¬ 
ment the priest was waiting even at 
midnight. The puja over, all of 
them came away leaving the dead 
body and much later the police found 
the skull, ornaments ana clothes of 
Labanya Devi at the same spot 
where she was killed and her dead 
body left to scavenging animals. 


The police became aware of the 
murder much later as neither the vil¬ 
lagers informed them about the 
dead body nor was there any com¬ 
plaint from the victim’s villagers, who 
were searching for her. Finally 
when the police came to know of it. 
a thorough search was conducted 
and Investigation begun. Police 
sources could not ascribe the death 
to any other reason until such time 
that they came to know ot the 
fatal dream from the villagers. Soon 
afterwards Kangali Navak and the 
priest were arrested. Later the 
police also took into custody some 
more villagers on charges of abet¬ 
ting the murder. But in my conve¬ 
rsations with the villagers, I found 
no sense of remorse in them but a 
sense of fulfilment, probably because 
they had successfully fulfilled the 
wishes of their deity, Baiamukulei. 

SWARUP JENA, 
Bhubaneshwar 
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Crumpled clothes get dirty looks. 
Wear fabrics marked Mized* 


Polyester/cottons 
and cottons 
marked Tebilized 
shrug off creases. 
Look good all day. 
Every day. 



Just what does the Tebilized mark mean? 

Cotlons crease easily and stay that way. 
That's why a special process was 
invented to make cottons resist creases 
better, and recover from them fast. 

Only fabrics which go through this 
unique process and meet stringent 
quality standards are marked Tebilized 

Are polyester/cottons really crashproof ? 

No—unless (hey are marked Tebilized : 


an assurance that the cotton in the 
polyester/cotton blend has been made] 
really crease-resistant. 

Look for the Tebilized mark 
next time you buy polyester/cottons 
or cottons.You’ll find it on fabrics from 
reputed mills. Arvind, Bombay Dyeing, 
Calico,Lakshmi Vishnu, Mafatial, 

Shn Ambica, Tata, Thackersey. 
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Piloo to fight 'all' 


The entire Janata Pam 
leadership is responsible jo\ 
the erosion oj the Party's 
credibility. PILOO MODY 
tells N. JAY ARAM. 


Q : Who is responsible for the 
erosion In the popularity of kite 
Janata Party? 

A : The Janata Paity leader¬ 
ship 

Q : Can you identify some? For 
instance, who among the big three 
—-Wi. Morarji Desai, Mr. Charan 
Singh and Mr. Jagjivan Ram— 
are more responsible for it? 

A : they all share the respon- 
sib ht\ equally I have no wish 
to identify them just to give you 
a good copy to punt Perhaps 
\ou want me to say that Mr. 
Desai is responsible for it all. 
You want me to defam** someone. 

Q • There must be some group 
that you consider as being in the 
wrong, that you are fighting 
against? 

A : 1 am fighting them ail 


Q : What are the possibilities 
of realignments or regroupings in 
the Janata Party? Can the party 
break up? 

A : Many combinations are be¬ 
ing thought of—Congressmen 
non-Congressmen and others 
None has any significance The 
Janata Partv is definitely not 
breaking up Do you see it 
breaking up now' It’ll go on as 
it is 

Q : There is talk of a ‘National 
Government.” 

A : Its not serious In anv 
case it is not possible 

Q : But it is said that Mr. 
Sanjiva Reddy might lead such a 
“National Government’’. 

A : That would set a bad 
precedent 

Q : These days the problems 
posed by sons of prominent poli- 
tkiars are becoming phenome¬ 
nal... > 

A : It s ironical that the Jins of 
sons should visit upon * their 
fathers It used to be the other 
wav about 

Q : But what can be done about 
it? Is the suggestion that, for 


Instance, Kantibhal should be Uv 
ing away from Mr. Morarji Desai. 
sound? 

A : How will it help' Had Mr 
Muratji De«ai disposed of Kanti 
right m the beginning that would 
have put some sort of a break 
But in this question you can't 
prove that the sons have commit¬ 
ted anv offence There is a dif¬ 
ference between the culpable and 
the criminal And I am not sure 
Mr. Desai knows everything Kanti 
does 

What we need is a new political 
culture and new values Todav 
all our life is ci-ntied around 
politics Mr Jagjivan Ram’s 
views on Picasso is more impor¬ 
tant than sa\ Shanti Dave's. 
We’ve got to (hange all that In 
30 years the Congiess has made 
a vntue of poverty Everyone 
wants to call himself poor j am 
supposed to call myself pooi. I 
am not. And -so aren’t thousands 
of others In the name of An 
gren hatao we are bringing in 
ignorance And now in Janata 
rule, backwaidness is being pro¬ 
moted So even the Brahmins 
want to call themselves backward. 
To rectify the mistakes of the past 
we need a new culture to create 
a society founded in the work 
ethic, based on merit, with equal 
opportunity for all and wash out 
all humbug and hypocrisy and 
restore to words their meanings. 


FOR QUICK, PAINLESS 
CURE OF CORNS 



For large Corns use Carnation CALLOUS CAPS. 


STRENGTH 
& ENERGY 


in every 20-day pack. 




Only OKASA, with a high-powered 
combination of 6 bio-chemicals, 6 minerals. 
10 essential vitamins and rare herbal extracts 
like Ashwagandha and Yohimbine helps you 
get the most out of life Start on OKASA 
today and feel the difference yourself. 

OKASA 


Available at all leading chemists 
For a tree booklet on OKASA writ* to 

OKASA CO PVT LTD » 

Post Box No 396 Bombay 400001 O 
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VARIETY 


this india 


pri/e rs 30 fc* the entry given first humour in real life 


A DELHI police constable stood in front 
of a taxi occupied by armed robbers and 
prevented their escape. The alleged 
robbois had intercepted a telegraph 
messenger in a side lane in the Connaught 
Place area The messenger had hit one 
of the lubbers with a brick and raised 
the alarm when a constable Jagbir Singh, 
who was patrolling the area with three 
Home Guards, ran to the spot and block¬ 
ed the path of the taxi. After that they 
pounced .upon the robbers and arrested 
them. The latter were then charged 
with dacoity and violation of the Arms 
Act —Indum Express (U. Srinivasana, 
Madurai) 

PALGHAT: Sales tax officials, during a 
surprise visit to the Waiayar checkpost 
came in for a big surprise when they had 



smuggled from the north to Kerala— 
without pajment of sales tax. The 
animals, presumably bought in Bihar, 
where they are cheaper, were kept in 
police custody, pending investigation. 
Officials said the elephants were being 
brought by lorry up to Waiayar, from 
where they walked through this bordet 
checkpost into Kerala, bypassing the un¬ 
suspecting guards —Times of India (Aftab 
A. Faruqui, Barabanki) 

CHANDIGARH : After hijacking buses 
and aeroplanes, they have now come down 
to trurks loaded with cooking gas cylind¬ 
ers. It is reliably understood that two 
persons hijacked such a truck in Delhi. 
It was on its way to another station for 
the routine supply when the miscreants 
thumbed a lift. A little way down, the 
driver and the cleaner were overpower¬ 


ed, gagged, beaten and thrown down. 
The truck was then unloaded and re¬ 
lumed to Delhi where it was recovered 
from a school building —Indian Express 
(Ashok Venna, Chandigarh) 

DLHRADUN: A woman’s long hair 

proved a boon for her survival near 
Hergetpur in western Doon valley. She 
was trapped, along with her family, in 
the swollen Ahsab river, a tributary of 
the Jamuna While she was being swept 
away, her husband, noticing her long hair 
floating in the water, jumped into the 
ri\or and managed lo pull her to safety 
by tugging hei tresses. However, eight 
other members of the family were 
drowned - Northern India Patrika (F. 
Amir. Barabanki) 

MORADARAD Proceedings have been 
going on against Sham Lai, 19, who has 
been found reiently undergoing a fivp- 
year jail srntenie instead of his former 
employer, Jagdish He has been re¬ 
manded to police custody while a non- 
bailahle w.iiiant has been issued against 
Jagdish, who has been absconding ever 
sin< e Sham Lai made a confession in 
court—Times of India (Y. V. R Murty, 
Baripada) 

MADRAS: AH diugs and mpdicines 
supplied to the Government hospitals in 
the State will carry the mark ol the 
Tamil Nadu Government from the next 
financial year to prevent any pilferage 
This measure would not only prevent 
theft of drugs from the Government 
hospitals but also help bring to book any 
drug shop selling them —The Hindu (B. 
K. Laldas, Madras) 

MA DUBAI: 1,602 prisoners stretched 
out their hands while young girls, in¬ 
cluding college students, tied the tradi¬ 
tional Raksha Bandan around their 
wrists. Miss Sheila Priya, Collector- 
trainee, who presided, hoped that this 
social event would change prison life 
into one of pity and affection —The Hmdu 
(Chandra Manoharan, Ootacamund) 


without comment _ 

NOWADAYS THF. children bring down 
the reputation of their parents. Fortu¬ 
nately Kamaraj had no son or son-in- 
law to spoil his name — President San- 
ji\a Reddy 

THE PEOPLE of India have to have one 
leader They worship Mrs Gandhi like 
a God. Indians arp capable of worship¬ 
ping one God—Rukksana Sultana quoted 
in The .Sunday Times. 

THE LESS said about Mr Raj Narain the 
bettei--S. Nihal Singh. 

LET C1IARAN SINGH dissociate him¬ 
self fioni the gutter politics of Raj 


Narain — and ledeilicate himsef to the 
service of the Janata— Orgamsar. 

I WILL prove better than Chandrashekhar 
as Party president — Subramaniam 
Swamy. 


THE GOVERNMENT declared a holiday 
when India won the World Cup (hockey) 
but not when India won the war in 1971 
—Field Marshall S.H.FJ. Manekshaw. 

AMERICA IS the only country capable 
of making films on ancient Rome be¬ 
cause they are very similar — Peter 
Ustinov. 



THE SPECIAL information board 
kept at the entrance of The 
Madias Central Railway Station 
lead one day: "Dadar Express 
ailiving at H. T. (right time)”— 
S. Shivakmnar, Madras 


OUR FAMILY friend, a priest, | 
went abroad and my nephew, a 
lootball player, asked him for a | 
foreign ball. Keeping his pro¬ 
mise, the priest brought a lootball 
beautifully pa< ked by a depart¬ 
mental store in London After 
opening the package my nephew 
stood staling at the words “Made 
in India” stamped on it—Mis. 
Sheila Suiesh, Iinphal 



RECENTLY I travelled from 
Bangalore to Tirupati by a pri¬ 
vate bus. A note on the ticket 
read: ‘‘The company is not res¬ 
ponsible for any accidents, in¬ 
juries and damages"—V. Upendra 
Rao, Bhimavaram. 



A BOARD outside a building in 
Nasik city says: "Malaria Eradica¬ 
tion Centre”. Just outside the 
same building there are open 
drains and stagnant pools of filthy 
water—Lala Philips, Nasik. 
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a word or two 

A cliche is a cliche until il is 
■*» replaced by vet another cliche. 
And so the march goes on mln- 
minably, vvilh one ot tins year's 
favourites being basically, which 
has toppled I mean, uh, and is a 
dislant cousin of the very British 
actually. Biggie has displaced last 
year’s superstar — the type that 
makes the megabuck as opposed 
to big money. Books at which all 
and sundry cast covetous glances 
e dubbed books with legs be- 
ff/ause they always seem to walk 
off shelves. 


CY 


•jjtive to reckon with; its popularity 
undiminished with the passage of 
time. Dynamite, on the other 
hand, has bowed out to—believe 
it or not—excellent. Y’know wbat 
I’m saying has arrived on the 
philological scene with a bang, 
while the suave kids of today are 
all harping on the phrase “What’s 
the rave?"’ 

A drip or Jerk is no longer 
such—the type has been branded 
tarkey, while the more biting 
%«.iective is punk. After Water 
fsfate comes Koreagate and the 
System has been re-christened 
the process. President Carter has 
given great support to constraint, 
which he used six times in a 
single Press conference. Knee¬ 
capping is nothing more lethal (!) 
than snooting at the legs of a 
terrorist victim. Also emerging as 
hot favourites are quagmire, con¬ 
frontation, mercenary and adven¬ 
turism. 


JWORDSPINNER 


stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 

M UCH water has flowed under the 
Jjinuna Budge since the time the 
cow cieatPd history bv jumping over the 
moon and inspiring the nonsense verse 
which is so popular all over the world. 

The cow carries the image of a retir¬ 
ing, docile, tractable animal which gives 
wholesome milk and thus wards off many _ 

of the maladies which might afflict Sw * 

children if the source of the nutritious VVM 

food dries up. Xf 

But this image receives a setback when Jfjt J 
we delve into the strange situations in \ 

which the cow had played major roles. (I J \ 

am grateful to the cow for straying away I 

from the limits set by its image, for i 

getting entangled in strange situations 
and thus providing me material for this 
article). 

My gratitude may be short-lived. Very conventioi 
much unlike the 2,000-vear-old traditional disregard 
display of gratitude by the French re- a 5 j leet 0 
sidents in the valley of Baretous. They tj, py se | 
have been paying annual tributes—three Regent A 
cows—to the Spanish residents of Roncal. an( j c 
The solemn translcr of the cows takes .julv cash 
place at the Rock of St Martin on the 
Franco-Spanish border and is followed by jj ; s ql 
a fiesta in which the residents of tho not ( a ^ e 
two villages take part. premises i 

. , , , . . of animal 

It appears that only thrice during the 
past two thousand years have the French Even tl 
failed to pay their bovine tribute—once proved in 
in 1373 AD, again in 1794 and the last which pr< 
time in 1944. On the last occasion tbe j n j a nuai 
French failure was due to the refusal ot was b P j r 
the German occupation forces to let the puna. Tl 
cows go across the border. The French ous ap p r( 
made up for it by giving an additional 0 f tfo e 
cow the Following year. Luechow, 

Elble Riv 

It is surmised by some historians that 150 rnetr 
this centuries-old practice began around Efforts b 
125 BC when the people of the Roncal officers ti 
valley in Spain came to the rescue of were rebi 
the French farmers In Baretous against East Ger 
invaders from the north. The custom has 
survived. Tradition has not been shaken An eqi 
by the passage of time. caused in 

t 1968, wh 

There is nothing sarrosanct about runway 
tradition when it comes to dealing with India Bo* 

banks through cheques. It is customary C0W s wer 

to draw cheques on stationery supplied 0 f the un 
by the bank alter taking a lot of pre- the unde 
cautions. But there is nothing mandatory pilot ro 
about it. Contrary to public opinion, a after dun 
bank cheque need not be drawn on the saved the 
forms supplied by the bank. It can be 
written on any object for it is only an So nex 
instrument of transfer of money from merely c; 
one party to another. Albert Haddock a docile" 
grasped this simple truth. He drew a worship, 
cheque on a cow. What then happened its sleev* 
may be read in Sir Alan Herbert’s cheque c 
Uncommon- Law. In 1970, the proprietors to cross 
of Punch, in which Sir Alan had reported suitor or 
his misleading cases, wished to pay him is eager 
five pounds to honour his 60 years of 
association with their journal. Ignoring R, |( < k 


conventional and tame paper cheques, 
disregarding more interesting objects like 
a sheet of asbestos or a piece of pastry, 
they selected a cow called Pettings 
Regent Alma. She was taken to the bank 
and the cheque M 48553 on her back was 
duly cashed. 

It is quite conceivable that banks may 
not take kindly to animal cheques. Their 
premises may be iluftered up with all sorts 
of animals 

Even the most careful look-out hat 
proved ineffective in preventing a cow 
which preferred to be red than be wed. 
In January, 1976, a bashful young cow 
was being serviced by a one-ton bull, 
Dona. The cow Gesine eluded the amor¬ 
ous approaches of Dona. It slipped out 
of the farm to Willy Schoeder of 
Luechow, West Germany, crossed the 
Elble River by swimming a distance of 
150 metres and entered East Germany. 
Efforts by thi West German* customs 
officers to arrange lor the cow’s return 
were rebuffed. The case went up to the 
East German Interior Ministry. 

An equally amusing stalemate was 
caused in Santa Cruz Airport in February, 
1968, when two cows strayed on to the 
runway while a New York-bound Air 
India Boeing was about to take off. The 
cows were caught in the starboard wheels 
of the undercarriage of the aircraft. When 
the undercarriage failed to react, the 
pilot contacted the airport, returned 
after dumping the fuel into the sea and 
saved the lives of 67 passengers. 

So next time you see a cow, don’t 
merely eye it as a source of milk; or as 
a docile creature which Is worthy of 
worship. The cow has more tricks up 
its sleeve, including the knack to get a 
cheque cashed for you from a bank or 
to cross a river to evade an unwelcome 
suitor or to paralyse even a Boeing which 
is eager to get going. 


R. K. MURTHI 


Istrations/Ahl Bttusan Mil'k 
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Soya beans can make a better drink 


P fE ban on ‘Coca-cola’ would be 
justified if the Government could 
provide an inexpensive brand of be¬ 
verage which would help to fight the 
widespread protein-calories defi¬ 
ciency in the country. About 60 
million children in India are under¬ 
nourished. 

What are the advantages of soya 

e rotein ? Dry matter in whole 
cans is 40 per cent protein. A kilo 
ctf Soyabeans provides 10 litres of 
soya milk, equal to row’s milk in 
nutritive value and cheaper in cost. 

People in the East have depended 
on soyabeans as their staple diet for 
centuries. But the rest of the world 
has been reluctant to accept sova- 
beans. The main objection is the 
“beany” or “painty" taste which is 
difficult to conceal. “Off’ flavour in 
soya products is linked to an enzyme 
named lipooxidase. Once the enzyme 
fs inactivated, the “off” flavour goes. 
Scientific research has come up with 
wavs to combat lipooxidase’s activity. 
This breakthrough has made it pos¬ 
sible to prepare soya milk, sans the 
painty taste in your own kitchen. 

As already described, soya milk 
can play a double role. On the one 
hand, it is an ideal beverage while 
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on the other a nutritious readymade 
food containing proteins, fats.caibn- 
hydrates, minerals, etc. equivalent 
to dairy milk. It can be consumed at 
a tender age and continued through 
one's life span. Soya milk is 
similar to cow’s milk in taste and 
appearance. 

It has about the same protein 
content as ordinary milk. Besides, 
cow s milk has been acclaimed 
through the ages as nature's most 
perfect food. No matter how per¬ 
fect, some people literally cannot 
stomach milk because their sys¬ 
tems are intolerant or allergic to it. 
Over 50% of the population in 
Africa, £ sia > I ' at * n Am erica and the 
Middle East show "milk intolerance”. 
The incidence in North American 
blocks runs even higher — 72 per 
cent to 77 per cent. In comparison 
only 6 to 19 per cent of the Cau¬ 
casian race suffers from milk aver¬ 
sion. These people could utilize the 
protein available in soya milk. G. B. 
Pant University of Agriculture and 
Technology, Pantnagar in collabora- 
t ™ with the University of Illinois 
(USA) have developed a system of 
manufacturing an acceptable nutri¬ 
tious beverage from soyabeans. Pant¬ 
nagar University holds its patent 
rights in India. 


It is pci haps necessary to dispel 
here a wrong notion held bv many 
that soya milk will undermine the 
importance of cattle They are under 
the impression that the availability 
of soya milk at one third or one 
fourth of the price of ordinary milk 
would put cattle at a discount. This 
is not really so. In our country, 
there exists such an acute over, 
all shortage of milk and other pro¬ 
teins that ordinary milk and soya 
milk cannot only co-exisl but sup¬ 
plement and support each other. 

A continuous supply of soyabeans, 
the raw material for soya milk, is 
the first requirement for establishing 
a plant. For a plant to manufacture 
10,000 litres of soya milk a day for 
300 days a year, about 3,000 quintals 
of soyabeans are required. To en¬ 
sure an adequate supply of soya¬ 
beans. an organisation would have 
to work direitly with farmers In 
potential soyabean areas. 

Soya Milk ran be said to be a 
drink with a difference. It can not 
only substitute ‘Coco-cold’ but also 
prove to be an ideal source of nutri¬ 
tion. 

RAJENDRA SINGH 




























ARIES (March 91 — April 20) Changes and 
travel are best deterred. Minor benefits through 
an elderly female relative is forecast. There 
may be some anxiety and even toss through 
misplaced documents or Incorrect statements. 
Domestic and social pleasures are shown. Attend vocational 
matters and business affaire seriously. Qood dates: 26, 
27 and 30. Lucky numbers: 6 and 7. Favourable direction: 
West. 


Lf&JkA LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) Concen- 
r ,rate 00 business Courtship, marriage and social 
^ /|' activities best deferred Some success comes 
W.Lci your way and.a secret matter brings pleasure 
1 Womenfolk may experience anxiety through 
sickness. Some happiness results from your children and 
Intellectual pursuits Qood dates; 24, 27. 28 and 29. Lucky 
numbers: 1 and 10 Favourable direction: North. 



TAURUS (April 21 — May 22) Material gain 
xrZyk comes your way, but beware of quarrels Try 
t © <jM and curb your Impulsiveness. A beneficial 
T change and a long |ourney Is forecast But do 
r ' ~ not be unmindful of your business affairs and 
watch flnanoes closely. Qood date: 24. Lucky numbers: 3 
and 4. Favourable direction: North. 


GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) The early part of 
this week,brings financial expansion. Meanlng- 
,ul travel ,0 ,he South and the West are fore- 
r^’A-ic ca8t - Some good fortune, Including possible 
‘ ^ Inheritance, and new friends are indicated. 
There may be some trouble through your elders. Documents 
and unwise changes need watching Your profession needs 
close attention. Qood dates: 25, 2 7 , and 29. Lucky numbers: 
4 and 7. Favourable directions: South and West. 


CANCER (June 22 — July 22) This week Indi- 
cates a rise In fortune. Beneficial changes In 
business, travel and secret matters. A pleasant 
{*^*2 new friendship is forecast But beware of extra- 
" vagance. Your health wli! Improve greatly 

Property, speculation, law, courtship and marriage are well- 
signified Womenfolk should take care of thek health Qood 
dates: 20, 29 and 30 Lucky numbers: 1 and 9 Favourable 
direction: South-east. 


sPj \ SCORPIO (Oclobar 23 — Novsmbsr 21) You 

11), * may expact a rise In your Income, but exercise 
f caution In your dealings with the opposite sex 
T v\3 Keep away from questionable romance and 
- safeguard the health of womenfolk In the 
family. Courtship and marriage are best deferred Make 
full use of zodiac indications now favouring you. New 
friends and domestic happiness Is forecast Qood dates: 
25, 26 and 29. Lucky numbers: 1 and 8 Favourable direc¬ 
tions: West and North 


f 1 V BAQITTARIU6 (November 22 — December 22) 
An unexpected event causes anxiety and un- 
Mri avoidable expenses Make no audden changes 
(TF and watch finance closely Some success and 
pleasure will come your way. Womenfolk will 
generally prove helpful Some trouble and financial loss 
la foreseen Children’s health need to be watched. Qood 
date*: 25, 26 and 29 Lucky numbers: 2 and 11. Favourable 
direction: South. 


(\[ CAPRICORN (December 23 — January 20) 
The stars favour you In diverse ways and 
Ndga j steady progress is Indicated You wilt be pro- 
mo,ecl during this year Your profeaalonal 
career shows spectacular progress Safeguard 
health of womenfolk and elders in the family Qood dates: 
25, 27, 29 and 30 Lucky numbers: 5 and 6 . Favourabls 
direction: West. 


S LEO (July 23 — August 22) This week calls 
(or great care, tact and circumspection In all 
your dealings. Threats of trouble In lovs. 
domestic, material and business matters era 
indicated. Serious quarrels Involving litigation 
ere probable. Last three daya are lucky Much will deoend 
on your own Initiative and prompt decisions. Qood dates: 
29 anl 30. Luoky numbers: 2 and 7 Favourable direction: 
East. 


UyZp® AQUARIUS (January 21 — February 19) Be 
il.i. TT . « tac,,ul ln y°ur dealings wl*h those In authority, 
HTF?!” lawyers, friends and members of the opposite 
P Bll '™ F 7 sex Do not undertake needless risks. Courage, 
J faith and fortitude will help you to surmount 
any problem that you may face Seek and act upon the 
advice of elders. Guard against disputes and avoid sudden 
changes. Good dates: 27, 29 and 30 Lucky numbers: 7 and 
9 Favourable direction: North-west. 


VIRGO (August 23 — September 22) A measure 
of financial success Is presaged, but be not 
careless in business Interviews and correspond¬ 
ence. New friends enter your life and contri¬ 
bute much to your happiness. Auspicious 
expenditures and travel are foreseen, love and mar-lage 
correspondences are well-signified. Qood dales: 24, 23 and 
27. Lucky numbers: 7 and 9, Favourable directions; South¬ 
east and North. 


PI8CE8 (Fsbrusry 20 March 20) Your hopes 
and ambitions will be realised Push all your 
affairs to the utmost You may seek favours. 
You will enjoy good fortune end domestic 
, happiness during this year. This week la 
Important for auspicious undertakings and family welfare. 
Qood dataa; 25. 26, 27, 29 and 30 Lucky mimbara: 3 and 
6. Favourable direction: East. 




M. B. RAMAN 







For your 
tender baby... 


Vljayaspray 

TTi mt 

answer 

to 

a motHer's 
prayer 


...a Gentle 
baby food 
is born 

From the Andhra Pradesh 
Dairy Development Corporation Ltd 
A formula specially suited to 
Indian babies. Specially sweetened 
as mother's milk. Easy to mix. 
Easy to digest. The answer to a 
mother's prayer. 



4 w% 


Nourishing, delicious and easily 
digestible Vijayaspray gives your 
baby everything a doctor would 
want your baby to have Vitamins, 
proteins, minerals and carbo hydrates 
Vijayaspray, is sweet as mother s 
milk Ideal for baby's tender 
digestive system And slowly, 


gently, Vijayaspray builds up your 
baby to withstand the intake of 
solids, 6 months later 
Vijayaspray, made from the 
internationally acclaimed baby 
food formulation, is so easy to 
prepare that all it needs is the 
addilion of previously boiled water 




Vijayaspray 


~VUAYASP«tAY~ 
^JO GENTLENESS 

' Vifayftspfay is specially gentle ^ 
on an infant s rftgpative system 
The V»jaya»pray formula hat been 
developed by the Central Food 
Technological Research Institute 
Widely tested through clinical 
\ test* it i* now ready fo* your / 
\ baby after 2 years of / 
laboratory research / / 
\ Ask your doctor / / 
\ hadaotM / / 




,you<' 


The answer to a mother's prayer »»w«<» m ltd., (tw»n Reg.™) 


HJS APDOC 2748A 












VARIETY 



chess 

Position No. 9 


I 


WhHo to play - how thotrid die gmmm go? 



Continuation ol Position No. 7 

This was the finish of a game Inklov 
Afanasov played at Sofia, 1976 4 kt r k 1 
6pq,8.2pPBktPB b3pP01 4P1Rp 

3 Kt3 K 8 

. White played 1 B—B7ch whereupon 
I Black resigned for If (a) 1 K * B 2 
P—KtSch (b) 1 RxB 2 Kt6 

0—R3 3 PxRch KxP. 4 QxKtch or If 
(c) 1 K~R1 2 RXP KI--HH3 3 RxKt 

Chess computers 

Until a few months ago when I acted as 
match controller over a game between a 
strong player (M R B Clarke) and a chess 
computer I was in my Ignorance some 
what sceptical about the strength or poten 
tial strength of chess computers But In 
watching the computer (it was called Mas¬ 
ter and based at Harwell) play with quite a 
degree of expertise and also after attending 
a conference at which several papers on 
chess computers and their tasks were read 
I became converted to the belief that in the 
long run we shall get computers that are 
able to play against masters with success 
As an example of the standard of play of 
the leading chess computers of the present 
I give s friendly game that wee played at the 
end of 1977 

White Kaissa Black Chess 4 6 
King's Pawn, Nknzowttsch Defence 
1. R-K4 Kt—063, 2. Kt—KB3 P—K3, 3 
P—04, P—04 4. B—03. preferable here is 

4 Kt—83 

4. PxP S. BxP. B—02, «. 0-0. 
Kt—83 7 R —K 1 , Kt x B. i. R x Kt B—K2 9. 
f P—B4, P—B4, a weakening move simply 
p 0—0 followed by B—B3 wee correct 
' Itt. R—K1, 0-0. 11. to—B3. P—B6, and 
this is alao a weak move Better was 11 
8—B3 

12. 0—03 bad Instaad he should have 
played 12 P—QKI3 followed by 0—Kt2 and 
eventually P—OS 

12. , Q—K1, 13. P—KKt3, PxP W. 

RPxP O—B2, IS. B—84. P—KKt4, IS. 
P—OS, PxP simpler, and better, wee 

16 , PxB 

17 KtxP(Q5), PxB, IS KtxBch, KtxKt, 
19 OxB. Kt—Kt3, 20. 0x0 RxQ 21. 
P—KKt4 Better was 21 Kt-H<S 

21. , R—02, 22. OR—Q1 R(Q2)~01,23. 

RxRch RxR, 24. K—Kt2 K—Kt2 25. 
K1—KtS Again Kt—K5 was better 
I 25 R—07 28 R—OKtl R—87, 27 

P—Kt3, Kt—K4, 29. R—KR1 RxP, 29. 
R—R4, Kt—06. 3ft Kt—R3, R—Kt7. 31. 
P— Kt5 K—Ktl. 32. KtxP. RxPch, this 
liquidation rs the quickset and surest way 
S3. K—Kt3, RxKt; 34. RxR, KtxR. 33. 


KxKt K—62,3* P—Kt4, K—K3 37. K—K4 
P—QR3 39 K—64, \—03 39 K—K4, 
P—B4, 40. PxPch, KxP, 41 K—03 
P—QR4, 42. K— B3 P—RS 43. K—03 
K—KtS 44 K—82 KxP White resigns 

HARRY GOLOMBEK 


bridge 


SEP It you can find a good defensive play 
lor West at trick 3 In this position 


Dealer North Love all 


A A 10 5 3 
¥ A 8 6 4 
e a j 7 
* J 2 


* K 8 6 2 

IT J 5 

e KQ 10854 

* 6 


N 

W E 

S 


'he bidding has gone 
SOUTH WEST NORTH 

— — IS 

?¥ No 3¥ 

4V No No 


EAST 

24i 

No 

No 


West leads his singleton club East wins 
with the Ace and returns the Queen South 
covers with the King and West ruffs What 
now? 

Partner is marked with six or seven clubs 
headed by A Q 10 and his rsturn of the 
Queen of clubs suggests that ha is prepared 
tor a spade switch and holds the Queen not 
certain perhaps because the Queen of 
clubs was needed to force the King but In 
any event West must reckon on making a 
spade trick 

The danger of switching to a low spade la 
that declarer is quite nkely to hold the Jack 
with nothing but six hearts to the K Q and 
the King of clubs his bid of Tour hearts 
would be doubtful 

A switch fo the King or Queen ot 
diamonds is unlikely to achieve anything 
because daclsrer will in time make a trick 
with the Jack of diamonds and discard a 
spade 

In the French selection trials tor the Pairs 
Olympiad Michel Perron selected sn Inter¬ 
esting card - the 10 of diamonds Observe 
the effect 


* K 8 6 2 

* J 5 

e KO 10854 

* 6 


* A 10 5 3 

* A 8 6 4 

* A J 7 

* J 2 

N 

W E 
S 

* J 4 

¥ KQ10932 
4 6 3 

* K 9 5 


*097 

♦ 7 

e 9 2 

* AQ108743 


Confronted by the 10 of diamonds at trick 
3 declarer scarcely expected the Jack to 
win and ducked After that there was no 


play for the contract 


TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 "CATCH 22" was a popular 
novel by Joseph Heller It has come 
into the English language as a 
slang expression meaning what ? 

2 What is Marzipan made ot ? 

3 In which country are the head¬ 
quarters of M R A 7 


4 What was Akbar's mother's 
name ? 

5 What symbol is on the badge 
of the boy scouts ? 

6 What was Bernard Shaw’s first 
play ? 

7 What is Zeroth? 

8 What title Is Mobutu Seso Seko 
of Zaire given In his country ? 

9 In which country are the Dmaric 
Alps ? 

10 Where woj'd you find the 
Japp ? 

11 Why Is Irish Stew called 
•Irish'? 

12 If you were leather-hunting 
where would you be ? 

13 “All sorts ’ are all sorts of 
when ? 

14 What are majuscles and mlnl- 
scules ? 

15 Where Is the Sheldoman 
Theatre ? 
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stamp 


m mi 



1**k )**<**» 

7 •» * V** *otv# 


IBS' 1 M-f fra 

lETHIOIW 


ETHIOPIA wee e latecomer to the stamp 

album, for its first stamps were not Issued 

until 1894, during the reign of Hie reforming 

Emperor Menekk II Changes in the 
country s political fortunes were faithfully 

recorded In later Issues, some of which 

portrayed the Italian lung victor Emmanuel 

III at emperor during the brief Italian occu¬ 

pation Since the republic was proclaimed 
In September 1974 there have been some 
attractive pictorials, including an unusual 
series featuring the provmciat haii -styles of 
Ethiopian women 


C.W. HILL 



















"Madhya Pradesh is happy with 
the Narmada Award" 


Tha thorny, long standing Narmada 
waters dispute has been finally sett¬ 
led. But in Madhya Pradesh, where 
an estimated 59,000 acres of land 
will be submerged once the Nava- 
pram dam comes up in Gujarat, the 
focal population has organised pro¬ 
cessions, rallies and mass hunger- 
strikes to protest against the Nar¬ 
mada Tribunal’s verdict. The Chief 
Minister, Mr Veerendra Kumar Sak- 
lecha, considers the Award fair and 
tells M. Dr (hat the completion of 
multi-purpose projects on the river 
will change the face of the State. 


Q : The Opposition has been 
pressing you to reject the Narmada 
Tribunal's verdict. Do yon propose 
doing that? 

A : No, not at all. Fdr the simple 
reason that my accepting or reject¬ 
ing the Award would have no mean¬ 
ing. Under the Water Disputes Act 
of 1956, a tribunal’s verdict is final 
and binding on contending parties. 
It cannot be challenged even in the 
Supreme Court. 

Q : But you’ve sought some 
clarifications? 

A : Yes, about one technical mat¬ 
ter which is not too clear. If the 
tribunal accepts our representation, 
we will be able to save 9,000 acres 
of arable land. Otherwise, 26,000 
acres of cultivable land will be 
inundated. 

Q : Your reaction to the Award’s 
Implication hasn’t been clear till 
now. What do yon think of its 
merits? 


A : I am happy with the Award. 
Madhya Pradesh has won its case 
and not lost it as the Opposition is 
(trying to make out. The State will 
get 57 per cent of the power that is 
generated at Navaxam. We will be 
able to irrigate 68 lakh acres—an 
area which is perhaps larger than 
certain small states in India. 

Q : Yet, the Congress (I) conti¬ 
nues to declare that you have sacri¬ 
ficed the State’s interests to curry 
with the Prime Miniater? 

A : Earlier Congress governments 
In Madhya Pradesh had tried to 
barter away the State’s interests and 
they have been exposed. Our re¬ 
cords show that. They practised 
duplicity throughout. In 1§S3, the 
then Irrigation Ministers of MP had 
agreed to let Gujarat have all the 
electricity that would have been 
produced at Navagam. They had 
also agreed to give Maharashtra and 
Gujarat two-thirds of the power that 
was expected to be generated to be 
multi-purpose Punaasa project in 
M.P. 

Q : Any other examples of their 
double-talk? 

A : Yes. Plenty of them. Let me 
explain. The State Assembly in 
1969 had unanimously passed a re¬ 
solution against submitting the 
Narmada dispute to a tribunal. Sub¬ 
sequently, a Congress Government 
in 1972 obtained a stay order from 
the Supreme Court by challenging 
the tribunal’s competence to decide 
the height of the Navagam dam. Yet, 
two years later tne State Govern¬ 
ment withdrew its case against the 


advice of the Attorney General. And 
against the spirit of the Assembly, 
resolution, it referred the matter i 
again to the tribunal. 


Q: Do you agree that tha agita¬ 
tion against tha Award ln> areas 
that will ha affected is falnbif 
momentum ? 

A: It is dying out now. There 
has been some confusion in the local 
population and their fears are being 
whipped up by the Congress (I) and 
a section of my own Party, I am 
sorry to say. But the situation in 
Khargone and Dhar districts is ab¬ 
solutely under control. 


Q: How much land In M.P. win 
come under water as a result of the 
dam ? 

A: Fifty-nine thousand acres. Of 
this, only 17,000 will be arable pro¬ 
vided the tribunal agrees with our 
representation. This isn't much. 
After all, whenever a dam is built, 
a few thousand people have to be 
affected. Our Bargi dam in Jabal¬ 
pur submerged 60,000 acres of ar¬ 
able land and the Tawa dam in 
Hoshangabad inundated 30,000. Does 
this mean we stop building dams? 


Q: Win the affected people be 
compensated fully? 

A : Of course. The tribunal has 
clearly laid down ways to compen¬ 
sate the affected population. They 
will be compensated at the market 
price and Gujarat will foot the com¬ 
plete bill. They will be rehabilita¬ 
ted before they are displaced. 























cream office 





Ama - .. vis 




'tma 


BP?" - A* 
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f contains 

11 vitamins p ^ 
. plus iron / 



When it’* time to give your, baby 
solid food, start him on nutritious 
Cream of Rice, the solid food forti¬ 
fied with 11 vitamins end iron in 
addition to protein, carbohydrates 
and minerals/ 

Nestum Cream of Rice is gentle and 
easy to digest, so you can start your 
baby on it from two month* 
onwards/ ■ 

To make Nestum nutritionaiiy com- 
plate, always prepare it with milk. 










HOW TO MAKE 
CURD IN JUST 2 HOURS 

THICK,CREAMYCURD,SWEET OR SOUR AS YOU WANT... 

UNCONTAMINATED, HYGIENICALLY PURE CURD... 
WITHOUT GUESSWORK, IN ANY WEATHER...WITH- 

Mailords 

CURD-O-MATIC REGULAR, OR CURD-O-MATIC DELUXE. 


Now you can enjoy the health giving benefits of fresh Curd—or yoghurt, as it is known and widely 
used in Europe and America as an important part of daily diet-plain or flavoured to your taste, 
made into delicious dishes or as buttermilk or lassi. Make it a daily habit for the health of the 
whole family, delight your guests. 

CURD-O-MATIC, India's first and the most widely used instant curd making machines, are 
brought to you by the people who made BULLWORKER a household word, with'the unique 
FREE TRIAL OFFER. 


Mailords 

CURDO-MAT1C REGULAR 



Ci 


With pilot lamp showing 
when the curd making 
process is on, at strictly 
controlled, predetermined 
temperature. Sealed 
container prevents 
contamination from 
insects. 

FREE cotourful instruc¬ 
tion book with recipes. 


Mailords 

CURD-O-MATIC DELUXE 



Comes witn dual control 
switch with two functions: 

1. Makes it possible to Sat curd 
from cold bottled milk. 

2. Converts your Curd-G-Matic 
Deluxe into ryi excellent 
milkwarmer. 

FREE colourful instruction book 
with recipes. 


FREE TRIAL: 10 DAYS 


. FREE TRIAL: 10 DAYS 


T.M.fd«. 
F«. pdg. 


BEWARE OF IMITATIONS 


BIsTH 


MAIL ORDER SALES PVT. LTD. (srfsr deft. COMRO-t) tt Mathew Road. Bomhay-400 004. SY ie 

I want your curd making machine on a 10-day free trial basis on the condition that if I return everything by expiry 
of trial period you will give me immediate refund (less postage and forwarding charges). 

Send immediately: (Plsaas tick BTappreiNiats Naas) 

□ Curd-O-Matic Regular for Rs 80 (plus Rs.7 p.8f.) Name:. 

O Curd-O-fftatic Deluxe for Rs.t 28 (plus Rs.8 p.&f.) Address:. 

□ by Registered Post Parcel. I am sending Rs. r~Z 

by Cheque/Dreft/I.P.O./M.O. No.dt. HI 

a By V.P.P. I promise to pay Rs...to postman Signature:. *64 

on delivery. j 

" “aTubTe/AT LE A d7nG ST0 RE? AND StOUR*!SH OWRcTom"]*!’ABOVE ADDRESS"" 

Distributors for West Rental: M/s. MEDICOS AGENCIES, 

92, Elliot Road, Calcutta 700 016. Phone: 243203. 


Signature:- 














bevox 

for live 
performance 

In the comfort of your living room 
with a quality comparable to the sound of the original 
performance and at par with professional standards. 

Listen to your favourite music, on the 
BtVOX Studio 8800 Solid State Stereo amplifier 
at your nearest dealer and discover the difference 
a finesse never heard before, sharpness of the transients, 
deepness of the bass, no distortion -nothing but pure music. 

Anri you don't have to be a professional to hear the difference 
- the difference is incredible. 



yjnuf-u lured Oy B AJAJ ELECTRONICS 323 Unique InduMnal Estale 0(1 Vwr 'jowrtikar Morg Probhadevi Bombay 400 925 Tol (02290 

STOCKISTS AND AUTHORISED SERVICE AGENTS FOR KERALA EVANS EUCTRIX M 0 Ro»d Em.kul.m Cochin 682 011 T.I 35528 

OISTmRUIORS ANO AUTHORISED SERVICE AGENTS FOR BENGAL DUNICS, 128/18 Heir. Rood CHcutU 700 026 T«l 48-1338 
U P MOTWANt PV' LTD 48 Nuntguni, Potl Bon (8 Lucknow 226 001 Tol 24680 
SOUTH INDIA STEREO SOUND CENTER No 7 Wood* Hoed, Modroc 600 002 Tol 82866 














THE WORLDS 
LARGEST SELLING 
SANITARY TOWEL 
IS ALSO INDIAS 
NO.1 
BRAND 


Cxtro absurdent, 
extra S oft, so lic)ht 
yon can hardly foel 
it's There .with no 
embarrassing bulges 
to remind you either 
And most important. 
Comfit is totally 
hygienic made in 
sterile conditions in 
India's most modern 
and automatic plant 
m collabora11011 with 
Christine Hoden of 
Sweden. 

Use Comfit and 
forget you're using it 
with the complete 
assmoncc of 
total protection. 



cares for you 






‘The bright Spot in my day 



e 


Exotic Farel 
HAWAIIAN MOOD 

Slice strawberries, seedless grapes and cherries. 
Arrange them in each section of an ice-tray. 
Pour Gold Spot into the ice-tray till it is 
three-fourths full. Put it into the freezer. 

When set, drop the cubes into glasses of soda 
or lemonade. Serve immediately. 

Goes well with spicy food! 

|KEEP GOLD SPOT STOCKED AT HOME. 
UNEXPECTED GUESTS DROP IN ANYTIME! 



Cold Spot. The taste goes to your smile. 


Cmativt Unit 3500 
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and a scruffy look. 
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holds and nourishes hair, 
controls dandruff. 


Today s took is the natural "no-oil" 
look. But you know what this does 
to your hair: the scalp dries, dandruff 
follows. This combined with the lack 

° "No OIIT^Styfs ,6ad ,0 hairloss 
Now there’s Code 10 Tonic Hair 
Dressing. With Panthenol and LO-7 
forth* natural "no-oil” look. 
Without the problems. This is how. 

_ j 0 !! J] 81 / sla vs in place with 
Cod© 10. Naturally. The way you 
Want it. Without feeling sticky, oily 
And your scalp and hair get all 
the care they need with Code 10. 


It has Panthenol. the proven hair 
vitamin to help hair roots utilise 
the nutrients in the blood stream 
This gives your hair natural health 
and full body. 

Anti-Dandruff Action 
Panthenol also hasan anti-dandruff 
action which is strengthened by 
LO-7...a proven anti-dandruff agent. 
It helps clear dandruff, and stays 
on the scalp to keep it away. 

Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 
does all this for your hair.. .without 
costing the earth! 


Tlie natural choice for the natural style 


PC.G.3.7S 









Luminous loveliness 
Satin Glow Liquid Make Up 
8 exquisite shades for a glamorous glow 
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Sheer Silk 

Face Powder end Compact 
8 silken shedee for every occasion 
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Lakm6 knows 1 And Lakme 
has created a range of 
beauty aids to flatter your 
looks e Satin Glow Liquid 
Make Up creates a flawless 
complexion as it covers 
up tmy blemishes imparts 
a luminous loveliness 

■ Face Powder and 
Compact silk-sifted for a 
perfect matt finish 

■ Tantalizing eye make-up, 
makes your every look 
alluring and accents that 
sparkle in your eyes 
You'll love the way^BL 
you look You II 

love Lakme 
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ISSUE 
RUPEE ONE 

AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 



What hope do Christians, divided and sub-divided into 
a myriad sects, have of ever uniting to form one faith 7 
Will churches ,ever come together again ? These 
two major questions have vexed the followers of Christ 
for centuries but the twentieth century is an era of fresh 
attempts towards unity on the part pf a body called 
the World Council of Churches. The Faith and Order 
Commission of this organization met at Bangalore in. 
August this year to work out now solutions towards their 
lltimate goal of a united Chruch. DAVID McMAHON 
Ifcent to Bangalore specifically to cover the conference 
|nd to examine whether there is, in fact any hope of 
a single Church. 


How did the killers of 
Gandhi — Godse, Apte and 
Karkare — prepare 
themselves for the murder 
of the Mahatma ? This 
extract has been reproduced 
from a book entitled "The 
Men Who Killed Gandhi" by 
MANOHAR MAI.GAONKAR to 
be published by the 
Macmillian Company of India 
Limited In October 1978. All 
rights reserved. 
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The next football season 
in Calcutta is going to be 
exciting. The city's glamour 
clubs have signed up a 
number of leading foot¬ 
ballers from Kerala, Punjab 
and Karnataka For soccer 
Addicts in Calcutta, these 
|re good tidings. The trana- 
Hjrs are however going to 
jjtve an adverse effect on 
other States, The national 
football championship at 
Srinagar reflected the state 
of things to come. ARIJIT 
SEN reports. 


Banney Khan Bhopali, as 
he was known to the count¬ 
less children with whom 
he played hockey in his 
leisure hours, was found in 
a pool of blood minutes 
before the Bhopal team 
was due to leave for 
Madurai. MATIN KHAN 
examinos the ghastly 
episode and pays tribute 
to a very humble and down- 
to-earth man. 


There is certainly a very intriguing story behind the 
murder of the Chopra children in New Delhi which 
neither the Press or the police have been able to un¬ 
earth. Why did the police float out concocted'versions ? 
Did the police have afty hand in solving the mystery 7 
A JOY BOSE investigates. 
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Bondage everywhere 

I READ with interest Kewal 
Vcrma’s “How editors are 
managed” (August 27). While the 
treatment given to editors to please 
the powers that be is deplorable, 
this phenomenon is prevalent in all 
professions. There are similar 
hazards in the sphere of management 
too. At every available forum 
people swear by professionalism. But 
in the face of operating realities, 
this is usually, lost to one’s cons¬ 
cience. How many dissenting mana¬ 
gers are able to survive the corpo¬ 
rate world even if the dissent is 
based on impeccable ethical and pro¬ 
fessional considerations ? A srupu- 
lous manager is booted out in no 
time. The : owners’ interests reign 
supreme over all else; in the pro¬ 
cess, principles are forsaken and 
ethics diffused. Even public sector 
unit managers face the same plight. 
P. Radhakrishnan, Salem. 

OUR editors arc sandwiched be¬ 
tween the bureaucracy and monopoly 
houses. There is a way to put an 
end to this growing, merciless and 
disgraceful exploitation of editors. 
There should be a countrywide 
demand to free the newspaper in¬ 
dustry from the grip of big indus¬ 
trialists and the bureaucracy. The 
industry should be run by journalists 
themselves. A single free and fair 
newspaper is better than a thousand 
misinformed and biased ones. 
Anthony Farakal, Bombay 

THE management of SUNDAY de¬ 
serves the readers' applause for its 
guts in publishing such a scathing 
article irrespective of the fact that 
being a magazine it may also have 
had faced or may have to face some 
such unpleasant situations. 

K. Prabhakara Rao, Calcutta. * 


IT IS really tragic that manage¬ 
ments get ready incumbents from 
fellow editors, who themselves have 
been treated shabbily by their res¬ 
pective managements. 

Dilip Chaware, Bombay 

WHAT is the Press doing about the 
shoddy treatment meted out to jour¬ 
nalists ? Why are other publications 
silent spectators to this puppet 
show ? 

Vijayadev, Hyderabad. 

BY A few smart strokes of the 
brush your cartoonist has given an 
excellent impression of what really 
goes on behind the scene between 
the editor and owner of a news¬ 
paper. But I could not help obser¬ 
ving that the right hand of “Mr 
Editor”, holding the quill, is free 
from any “string”. Did the artist 
try to convey that though the editor 
has to dance to the owner’s tune, 
the former can really write what 
be wants if he has courage and skill ? 
Arup Kr. Dutta, Calcutta. 

FOR Press barons like Lord North- 
cliffe and Lord Beaverbrook, 
newspapers are the sole business. 
So they prefer to “publish and be 
damned". But in India newspapers 
are run on tfie side to promote 
other business interests of the pro¬ 
prietor. Therefore we have the “jute 
Press”, the "cement Press" and the 
“plantation Press” 

Raye, Hyderabad. 


What about you ? 

Y OUR cover story was too true. 

Editors are managed, and how! 
There was no mention of the goings- 
on at 6 Prafulla Sarkar Street. 
What better proof can there be ? 
Merry Duttla, Calcutta 

Editor’’s Note : The truth is that 
nothing much is going on at 8 
Prafulla Sarkar Street. My per¬ 
sonal experience has been excel¬ 
lent—nobody in the management, 
fot instance, either interefered 
with the publication of this story, 
or “look action” after the issue 
was out. I have never been “mana¬ 
ged” in that sense. Miss Dutta, 
not even during the Emergency. 
The record of SUNDAY is in 
print. 

A TRIBE notorious for sending re¬ 
jection slips is itself rejected by 
the management. Why should one 
bemoan the lot of editors ? Lack of 
job security does not afflict editors 
alone. Others too are affected. Why 
perpetuate the editors ? Readers 
would love to gee a change. Kewal 
Vanna has likened editors to con¬ 
doms. This is true in a superficial 
sense only. Condoms arc prophy¬ 
lactic ana are for one time use. 
They withstand the stress and 


strain. Editors are just the opposite 
because they can be used again. 
Condoms Interfere with the plea¬ 
sure, take away the naturalness. So 
dp editors. They take the readers 
away from truth. 

Dayal Sharon, Raipur. 

KEWAL VABMA’S article brought 
to mind the words of Anthony 
Howard, editor of Britain’s leftist 
New Statesman, during my brief en¬ 
counter with him in Calcutta in 1970. 
He said “any editor who unabashed¬ 
ly jumps the ruling Party band¬ 
wagon has no right to be a news¬ 
paper editor”. As an avid watcher 
of the Indian journalistic scene since 
1951, I have been repulsed by the 
chicanery and the rat race and fully 
endorse the occasional order of the 
boot that editors get from proprie¬ 
tors. Like anyone else on earth, 
they too should be kept under close 
surveillance and scrutiny. 

Jahar Das, Calcutta, 


The full story 

M R VARMA is wrong when he 
says that Mr Frank Moracs 
was eased out of The Times of 
India alter he earned the wrath of 
Mr Morarji Dcsai when he was 
then CM of the Bombay Presidency. 
It is true he incurred the latters 
displeasure in 1953 when he likened 
Congressmen to a drunken hog. The 
matter came up as a privilege issue 
In the Legislative Assembly and the 
Times’s accreditation to the Assem¬ 
bly was withdrawn, to be restored 
only a decade later. But Mr Moraes 
made his peace with Mr Desai and 
continued in the Times till the end 
of 1958 when Mr Desai went over 
to the Centre. 

Mr Moraes’s departure was due to 
a feud with Mr J. C. Jain, the then 
general manager, Timas of India 
group. Mr Jain since establishing 
himself firmly in the post of GM 
slowly usurped some of the powers 
of the editors. For example, the 
editors had no say in tbe appoint¬ 
ment of editorial staff, which conti¬ 
nues even now, and received undue 
publicity in the paper. When Mr 
Ramkmhna Dalmia was arrested 
for misuse of Government securities 
In the Bharat Insurance Company 
and bad to pay a heavy amount for 
ball, his son-ln-iaw, Mr Shanti Pra¬ 
sad Jain came forward to help him 
but wanted the transfer of the 
rimes group to himself. Mr C. D. 
Deshmukh, then Finance Minister, 
was opposed to this because be 
wanted Bennett, Coleman & Co to 
be made a trust. It was the inter¬ 
cession of Mr Moraes, a personal 
friend of Mr Deshmukh, that 
smoothed the way for the transfer. 
• For his role in this business, Mr 
S, P. Jain gave Mr Morae* full con¬ 
trol of the Timas. But the editor 
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Mr Mr J. c. Jain, IWswenfon for 
■; y*w or two. Mr Jain waa biding 
bl« time, and when Mr Moraas? 
contract was to end In December 
1958. he persuaded Mr 3. P. Jain 
not to renew it 
R. Raj Gopal, Bangalore. 


KEWAL VARMA hat merely touched 
upon the recent happenings In 
the National Herald of Lucknow. 
Perhaps he coukl not go into details 
in his broad generalisation. But in 
consequence, he leaves a wrong im¬ 
pression in readers* minds. 

Mr C. N. Chittaranjan was a stop, 
gap editor and when his tenure 
ended it was not renewed. But it 
was not for his lack of effort that 
his editorship was terminated. He 
had schemed and intrigued for the 
renewal and the elevation of Mr 
Chalapathi Rau to the chairmanship 
of the board of editors only to 
create a vacancy for himself. 
But as it turned out, events moved 
faster than the plot and Mr Cbltta- 
ranjan himself fell overboard. 

N. P. Gupta, Lucknow. 


WHILE paying his tributes to the 
martyrs of the perpetual war be¬ 
tween the management and the edi¬ 
tors, Mr Varma forgot to mention 
the name of Kamaleshwar, editor of 
Sanka, a Hindi fortnightly of fhe 
Times group. Because of his com¬ 
mitted leftist views and anti-RSS 
ideology, Kamaleshwar was perse¬ 
cuted by the proprietors of Bennett, 
Coleman & Co., ever since the Janata 
Government took over, 

M M . Mehrotra, T(anpur 


tf you think so... 

A RTHUR PAIS’s report “Radha 
Bai speaks out” (August 27) 
was interesting. Regarding her pre¬ 
sent crisis, of course, one may be¬ 
lieve after reading your article that 
she has a clean record. This is 
not the case. The Tamil daily Mala! 
Muram dated 8.8.78 revealed that 
she was discussed in the Pondi¬ 
cherry Assembly in 1970-71. 

M. V. Subbvraman, Madas. 


Colonialists still 

r PHE line ". we can, of course, 

1 exterminate them along with 
the Nagas ...” in “All the Janata 
letters” (August 27) by 0. V. Vlja- 
yan yu in extremely poor taste. 
It reveals the colonial altitude ot 
those sitting in the capital. 

Utpal Bordoloi, New MM 


NEXT WEEK 

K. K. B1RLA and others 
reply to 

KEWAL VARMA 


Sad; but true 

I APPRECIATE Mr Attend (Opi¬ 
nion, August 27) being hurt on 
knowing what his father really 
was. I wish he had followed the 
old controversy after the publi¬ 
cation of my articles and the book 
throwing light on Chandra- 
shekbar Asad’s murder. Then he 
might not have come to the con¬ 
clusion that I was *silenced’ bv 
his father or the Uttar Pradesh 
Government. None of them had 
any reply to my well-documented 
exposures. Actually the three 
top-secret documents given in sup¬ 
port of my articles had 'silenced* 
both Yashpal and the State Gov¬ 
ernment and their rejoinder is 
stlU awaited. For Mr Anand's 
information and also for other 
students of our national move¬ 
ment, I might say that the docu¬ 
ments are now the property of 
the National Archives of India 
and open to historical scrutiny. 

For Mr Anand's satisfaction I 
would like to quota from old CID 
(special branch) flies which re¬ 
veal that one Satguru Dayal 
Awasthi of Kanpur was a shady 
character and a CID informer. 
He was the first man to intro- 
duce Yashpal to Tika Ram, who 
was later Promoted to the rank 
of an AIG and decorated with 
the titles of Rai Bahadur and 
M.B.E. by the British Govern¬ 
ment. In due course Tika Ram 
struck a friendship with Yashpai 
by exploiting the latter’s weak¬ 
nesses and likings, and finally 
Yashpal agreed to work for the 
British intelligence. In this way 
Yashpal became Tika Ram’s 
source of information to betray 
his own revolutionary Party—the 
HSRA. Mr Ram Narain Jaunri, 
abo of Kanpur, knew about this 
secret alliance between Tika 
Ram and Yashpal. Mr. Jaunri is 
an ex-convict of the Kanpur- 
Dehradun Conspiracy Case and 
was sent to the Andamans. 
Dharmendra Gout, Gorakhpur. 


Hindi's cousin 

B V.R. RAO’s letter “PM’s erro¬ 
neous statistics” (August 27) in¬ 
cluded Rajasthani in the non-Hindi 
language group. This is ridiculous. 
I am not aware of any independent 
Rajasthani language. Modern Hindi 
has evolved from a number of 
regional dialects and Rajasthani it 
one of them. 

D. C. Bhatt, Biknmpur 

No trouble here 

nPHE chart ’‘Firing in Janata Raj” 
1 on page 47 (August 27) indi¬ 
cates that 24 persons were injured 
in Chandigarh on March 10, 1978. 
The news syndicate which provided 
you with the map has certainly 
blundered.’ Since the day Chandi¬ 
garh came into being, the police 
has not opened fire. No incident 


took place on March 10,1978 in the 
dty except a couple of husband-wife 
quarrels. The question of 24 per¬ 
sona being injured does not arise. 
Gautam Ravi, IPS, SSP, Chandigarh 

Slippery sobriquets 

r "Quls” (July 20) Chris Evert is 
referred to as ‘Little Miss Icicle’. 
Ms Christine Evert has often been 
nicknamed ‘Little Miss Poker Face’ 
(a nickname, formerly applied to 
another great tennis player—Helen 
Wills), ‘feide Princess', ‘Ice Dolly’, 
‘Little Miss Metronome', ‘Ice 
Machine’ and ‘Ice Malden', but never 
as ’Little Mbs Icicle', by the Inter¬ 
national Press. 

R. Jaishankar, Mangalore 


Only option 


I N “Heil Fasdsm?” (August 20) 
Ranjit K. Sau makes an excellent 
analysis of the situation in the 
country. I am of the opinion that 
where the well-being of the people 
is involved, glib talk of democracy 
is of no use. When there are no 
specific provisions to counter the 
illegal activities of economic offen¬ 
ders, the only alternative is deten¬ 
tion without trial and severe punish¬ 
ment. Such criminals do not de¬ 
serve better treatment. 

R Raghavan, Hyderabad. 

Hasty and incorrect 

QREERUP RAY CHAUDHURI’s 
O criticism (Opinion August 20) of 
my essay, “The Rig Veda knew 
what Copernicus proved” (June 11), 
is hasty and based on incorrect in¬ 
formation and preconceived assump¬ 
tions I agree that the title (which 
was not my original title) was not 
quite right, but this is a minor point. 

The first proof of the heliocentric 
theory came not from Foucalt but 
from Bradley’s discovery of ’aberra¬ 
tion' around 1725. Foucalt demons¬ 
trated his pendulum in the 19th, not 
I8th century. By this time “Parallax”, 
which also gives direct proof of tho 
earth’s revolution, had already been 
discovered. In the 17th century 
the heliocentric theory was accepted 
and Keplei and Newton based their 
laws on It. However, all this only 
goes to show how much ahead of its 
time the Rig Vedic astronomy was. 

Mr Ray Chaudhuri errs when he 
writes that the heliocentric theory of 
Mercury and Venus was so apparent 
that even the Babylonians knew it 
smd that it waa an Integral part of 
the Ptolemaic theory: Babylonian 
astronomy was very primitive while 
the Ptolemaic theory was downright 
geocentric, Similarly his assertion: 
...the contents of Ptolemy’s 
Almagest were definitely known In 
India by the time the Rig Veda was 
written’ 1 , b totally incorrect. Ptolemy 
compiled hb Almagest around A.D. 
100 while the Rig Veda (which was 
not written) dates back to, at least 
1,500 B.C. 

B. G. Sidharth, Calcutta. 
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Can 

Christians 
Ever Unite? 



Christianity is riven by deep divisions. There are, 
literally, hundreds of sects, all claiming to be the true 
representatives of the faith. The World Council of 
Churches was formed to try and get the various 
bodies cooperate at least if not unite. Between 
August 16 and August 30, the Faith and Order 
Commission of the Council met at Bangalore : it was 
the first session in Asia. DAVID McMAHON went to 
cover ' this important international convention. 


[ rpVERY day MGR smiled benevolently 

down at me from the same flyblown flint 
poster on the walls of the General Stores, 
Whilefield. Bangalore. Every day I swore 
afresh at the near-inaccessabiiity of the 
Ecumenical Christian Centre, a good two-hour 
jaunt from where I was staying at Richard’s 
Town. And every day, without exception, 
the area that is called Whitefield charmed 
me by its very atmosphere of tranquillity 
and quiet beauty. 

The Ecumenical Christian Centre at Bangalore was, 
from August 16 to August 30, the venue for the first 
Asian meeting of the Faith and Order Commission of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC). The WCC was formed 
on August 23, 1348 and described itself as “a fellowship 
of churches which accept Our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour”. Its particular service has been to bring the 
churches out of isolation, to enable them to meet each 
other, to discuss common problems and, wherever possible, 
to formulate common policies and take corporate action. 

The Faith and Order Commission of the WCC is just 
one branch of the latter and is described as Its “theo¬ 
logical arm”. The predominant task of this Commission 
is to promote visible unity of the Church and it is to this 
end that the Commission meets once' every four years. 
At these quadrennial meetings, members discuss the 
major issues that affect the unity of the Church, review 
the results of studies undertaken in the previous period 
an, 4 , formulate programmes for its continuing effort. The 


central theme of the Bangalore meet was the hope in the 
midst of a host of economic and political paradoxes in 
today’s world, where one’s very future is threatened by 
the ambiguities of science and technology. Just before 
the Commission commenced, Dr Lukas Vischer, its Direc¬ 
tor, announced :“We have to discover at Bangalore how 
the hope lived by Christians in one place can be shared 
with millions of Christians living elsewhere in different 
situations.We would like Bangalore to be a 'stock exchange’ 
of hope which will help every Christian to live and 
struggle for better community, justice and peace’’ 

The central problem concerning this Commission is, 
understandably, the unity of a Church which has been 
divided and sub-divided till the resulting bodies boar 
little or no resemblance to the parent. One hundred 
and eighty participants from SO countries broached the 
range of problems dealing with the unity of all Christian, 
churches — its roots, its challenges and the questions it 
raises for the people of the world. 

Strangely enough, the Roman Catholic Church still 
stands aloof from the WCC and all it represents. The 
only Commission of the WCC where Roman Catholics can 
enroll as full -members is, in fact, the Faith and Order 
Commission, which, therefore, gives this body an exclusive 
character. It was Pope Paul XXIII who set up the Secre¬ 
tariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity in I960 — a 
move which certainly contributed greatly to more har¬ 
monious ecumenical relations. Thopgh the signs seem to 
noint (or seemed to, before the accession of Rope John 
Paul I) to Rome joining the WCC. nothing has happened 










M far. It would certainly create headline* ff the Roman 
Catholics were to join the WGC. Accurate statistics are 
difficult to obtain, but it is estimated that about 60 per 
cent of the Christians in the world today are those who 
follow the Catholic faith. A staggering figure in any 
Hght, and one that would lend a totally new perspective 
to the ecumenical movement. 

How far can this be called crystal-gazing? The 
answer to that depends greatly on the role of the Roman 
Catholics in the Faith and Order Commission and alsr 
on the results obtained by the liaison between the WCC 
and Pope John XXIITs brainchild — the Secretariat for 
Unity. In 1965 these two bodies selected a Joint Work 
Ing Group, whose most significant step was a meeting in 
Beirut in 1968. The theme of that meet was “World Co 
operation for Development", which brought together the 
strongest possible Christian team to discuss this burnlns 
subject 

Admittedly, there would be certain major complica 
tions if the Romad Catholic Church were to join bands 
with the WCC. The very size of the Catholic Church 
means that its representation in the WCC would be far too 
small, proportionately. The total membership of the 


of Pope John XXIII in 1958 and his summoning of the 
Second Vatican Council four years later was a sign that 
the Roman Catholic Church had begun to take an 
official interest in the ecumenical proceedings. 

The word “ecumenical" first entered the Christian 
vocabulary after the meeting of the First Woild Mission¬ 
ary Council at Edinburgh in 1910, The Edinburgh meet 
was truly a breakthrough for it was the first time that 
Christians from ail over the world sat together to share 
views. Their vision was that of a united Church which 
would evangelise the whole world. 

Christianity has been torn apart by internal con¬ 
flicts for centuries. As the Church grew in size and 
departed from what has been called by theologians “the 
honeymoon period" of the apostles the doctrinal dis¬ 
putes became more complex “Nothing angers God so 
much," said St. John Chrysosom, Bishop of Constanti¬ 
nople at the end of the fourth century, “as the division 
of the Church. Even if we have done ten thousand 
good deeds, those of us who cut up the fullness of the 
Church will be punished no less than those who cut bis 
body." Most schisms were caused by disagreements on 
matters of Church government or discipline. These led 



Catholic faith is a little more than that of all the mem¬ 
ber churches of the WCC; so if Roman Catholics were to 
be given proper representation, it would swamp the rest 
of the WCC and probably endanger the whole ecume¬ 
nical concept. 


t <C'CUMENICAL" is derived from the 
Greek word oikoutm ne, meaning the 
whole inhabited world. So the ecumenical 
movement became one with the aim of bring¬ 
ing together all the churches of the world. 
There have been three factors which con¬ 
tributed greatly to this ecumenical move¬ 
ment, all of which made their appearance 
after the Second World War. The first was 

____Ithe foundation of the World Council of 

Churches (WCC), which held its initial meeting at 
Amsterdam in 1948. The aecond was a marked accele¬ 
ration of unity proceedings between churches which 
belonged to the tradition of the Reformation. The main¬ 
spring of this movement, interestingly enough, was the 
foundation of the Church of South India on September 
27, 1947. Moreover, though the Roman Catholic Church 
was not included in the ecumenical movement, it always 
took a marked interest in the proceedings, The accession 



to divisions which were perpetuated long after tne 
original issues were either settled or forgotten. 

There were many problems that caused these 
schisms, but perhaps, out ot these, there were three that 
had the most debilitating effect. The first was the 
emergence in the fifth century of the group that were 
dubbed “enthusiasts" These were simply those who, 
disappointed that the expected corning of Christ had not 
taken place within the lifetime of his earliest disciples, 
resented the routine pattern of life into which they were 
forced They continued looking for a second coming 
and even resisted the regular ministry and ministrations 
of the Chutch The second was the temptation to dihite 
Christian doctrine and teaching bv restructuring it with 
magical elements from other religions of the ancient 
world. The last was a struggle within the Church itself 
and dealt with the problem of relating God the Father 
and God the Son and the relationship of divine and 
human attiibutes in His nature. 

Even commoners and lay people became deeply 
involved in the controversy. The Greeks lived, ate and 
spoke the controversy for the simple reason that it was 
only the eastern, or Greek theologians who had the inter- 
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find skill, as well as the language and philosophical 
rms, to carry it on. Gregory of Nyssa reported when 
e visited Constantinople in 380 A.D.: “The whole city 
is full of it, the squares, the market places, the cross¬ 
roads, the alleyways.If you ask someone to give you 

change, he philosophises about the Begotten and the 
Unbegotten; if you enquire about the price of a loaf, you 
are told by way of reply that the Father is greater and 
the Son inferior; if you ask ‘Is my bath ready ?* the 
attendant answers that the Son was made out of 
nothing.” 

Thus the fourth and fifth centuries of the life of the 
Church were greatly occupied with these controversies. 
A popular method of trying to devise a solution, if not to 
quell them permanently, was the summoning of General, 
ifjEcumenical Councils. At these meetings, where 
i gathered to discuss important auestions, the 

tice was initiated of having a gathering at which 
whole Church was represented. However, since 
these Councils were held mostly in Africa and the vast 
majority of the participants came from Alexandria, 
Jerusalem, Antioch and Constantinople, the matters dis¬ 
cussed were generally those which held most significance 
in the Eastern hemisphere. Moreover, though the 
general intention was to settle problems that were vex¬ 
ing the smooth running of the affairs of the Church, 
delegates took every opportunity to digress on matters 
relating to government and discipline 

C AME the sixteenth century and the most 
serious of all challenges to the Christian 
religion That was the age of Martin Luther 
and the Reformation According to Jacob 
Burckhardt, a historian of the Renaissance, 
the Reformation shattered Christendom and 
saved the Papacy The outward framework 
of a society undei i single Church was gone, 
but the Papacy became again a religious 
institution under the austere Popes of the 
Counter Reformation 

IV 

The gieat upheaval of the Reformation really began 
in Germany and found expression in the character of 
I.uthei He claimed that what differentiated hfm from 
othet previous ipfoinicis was that while they had attack¬ 
ed the life of the Church, he denounced its doctrine. 
When a confessor advised him to love God, Luther's re¬ 
ply was 'i hate him ’’ He became a professor at Witten¬ 
berg and surpusmgly enough, a pastor as well. The 
avarice of the Church eniaged him no end—he beheld 
situation where the great struggle of well-intentioned 
nks m the Middle Ages was to remain poor. 

Thus it was that he launched his famous Ninetv-live 
Theses in 1517. which lashed out, among things, at finan¬ 
cial abuse, doctrinal abuse and religious abuse. When the 
Papacy—predictably—renounced Luther as a heretic, 
Luther retaliated by questionirg Papal infallibility. To 
add fuel to fire, he caused another sensation three vears 
later by burning the Papal Bull, the document ordering 
him to submit. He was placed under an imperial ban 
and served a notice of excommunication by the Church, 
but the intervention of Frederick the Wise saved him and 
he remained hidden for a year at the castle of the Wart- 
b»- g. Independence from Rome was at first achieved 
by those groups strong enough to endanger the 
UfcSpe^lf denied liberty of faith, but legal recognition of 
oou-Aoman Catholics progressed apace. 

f T*HE Edinburgh Conference of 1910 was 
A perhaps the greatest single breakthrough 
since the Reformation. The precedents it 
established moulded the subsequent history 
of the ecumenical trend. Firstly, it was halo 
on a truly international-scale, which became 
the trend of the twentieth century ecumeni¬ 
cal movement. Seconlly, the fact that it was 
a world missionary conference set the ecu- 

1( _-meniral movement firmly and irrevocably 

twtthin the bounds of the Church, where it has remained 
Wrmly ensconsed. Thirdly and most important was the 
fact that before the Conference broke up, it established 
' machinery that would ensure the furtherance of its work. 




Bishop Gregarious of the Coptic Church of Egypt was o 
popular target for Press photographers 


This Conference consisted of 1,200 delegates from 159 
countiies but only 18 of them were non-European. How 
ever, the most powerful speech made was that by an 
Indian, V. S. Azariah, who began by saying, “My personal 
observation ..has revealed to me that the relationship 
between the European missionaries and Indian workers 
is far from what it should be". He concluded, "Through 
all the ages the Indian Church will rise up m gratitude 
to attest the heroism and self-denying labours of the 
missionary body. You have Riven us your bodies to be 
burned. We also ask for LOVE. Give us FRIENDS”. 

The first World Conference on Faith and Order was 
held at Lausanne in 1927, and Bishop Brent, the chair¬ 
man. stressed. “It is not a conference which aims at 
complete agreement" but one at which “both agreements 
and disagreements are to be carefully noted ” The second 







World Conference was aeld at Edinburgh la 1937 and If 
was here that the seeds were sown for the formation of 
the World Council of Churches. A resolution was passed 
that the Faith and Order Commission should merge with 
another parallel organisation, the Life and Work Com- 
mission, thus forming a World Council of Churches, A 
vote was taken and proceedings to set up the Coundl 
were initiated, only to receive a setback with the start 
uf the Second World War. The first General Assembly 
of the WCC, planned for 1941, had to be postponed. Id 
1939 there were 55 potential member churches; in 1945 
there were 90. When the first assembly of the World 
Council of Churches was eventually held on August 23, 
1948, 147 churches enrolled as members. 

At Whitefield there were 180 delegates from 59 
countries and Dr Lukas Vischer, Director of the Faith 
and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches, 
told me that there are 290 member churches. 


O NE of the people I buttonholed was Mar¬ 
tin Mbwana of the Church of the Pro¬ 
vince of Tanzania. He was wary at first, but 
more communicative later. Did he really feel 
that meetings like this bad any relevance? 
He glared back in answer, but with a twinkle 
in his dancing eyes. “All the relevance In 
the world", he answered. When I attempted 
to continue with some more questions, he 

_smiled at me and said, “I’ve been pressed 

before, brother!” The surprise must have shown on my 
face for he exploded into guffaws of raucous laughter, 
'importers always seem to get hold of me first," he ex¬ 
plained “and they press me for stupid information. They 
press and they press but if I don t like the way they 
press me, 1 dam up.” Then he squinted theatrically at 
-ne and asked "Are you going to press me with stupid 
luestions?" 

I replied that I would try my level best not to. and 
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he winked at me. ft was only at that moment that j 
noticed the Word “Rev.” before bis .name on the small 
printed tag he wore on his pocket. (Just then one of the 
women delegates passed by with a bulging wallet and 
he called out “If I give you a sermon will you give me 
the money?" She agreed, laughingly, and he stood, assu¬ 
med a beatific air and announced "God is love". Then he 
made the sign of the Cross and asked me “How did you 
like that sermon?") I asked him what he thought was 
the greatest factor responsible for the many schisms in 
the Church. He replied: "There are plenty of factors, 
as you call them, but if you ask me which is the grea¬ 
test, I need not hesitate in my answer. All this talk of 
doctrinal reasons is nothing when you compare it with 
just one thing. The worst, most unsurmountable divi¬ 
sions in the Church are caused by socio-economic diffe¬ 
rences. This is truly what builds up an atmosphere of 
alienation. It alienates people, right? People make reli¬ 
gion, right? So that is how socio-economic reasons weaken 
the structure of the Christian Church. Differences bet¬ 
ween Roman Catholics and Protestants are secondary 
when you compare them with differences between rich 
Christians and poor Christians". This was, basically, the 
viewpoint expressed by Mr George Fernandes, Union 
Minister for Industries, who was chief guest at the meet. 


Mr Martin Conway, of the British Coundl of Chur¬ 
ches, tall (he must have been at least 6'5"), gangling 
and thin, Inevitably carrying a sheaf of papers in his 
hands, had another view to the problem of unity. They 
might never unite, you know," he said, temporarily los¬ 
ing his smile, before he qualified his statement. “By that 
I mean they may never come together to form one body. 
But what is certainly possible is a concept of partial 
unity/' This was a view which I found was shared by a 
lot of people at Whitefield. including Dr Vischer. If that 
was the case, I asked Mr Conway, what was the purpose 
of having a Faith and Order Commission, whose mam 
task was to promote unity of the churches? 

“There is a lot of sense in having a body like th/ 
Faith and Order Commission," he said. "There is never 
any point in taking a defeatist attitude in any walk of 
life. That precisely is what the WCC and the Faith and 
Order Commission is all about. We just keep on trying, 
and we certainly have results to prove that our efforts 
have not been in vain. Look at the figures—we have 290 
member churches in the WCC and perhaps the most 
significant fact of all concerns the Faith and Order Com¬ 
mission. Do you know that this is the only commission of 
the WCC where Roman Catholics can become full mem¬ 
bers? Those of us here have accepted one very important 
fact—we may not see unity of all churches in our life 
time; our children may not witness it in theirs; but we 
know that we are working towards it to the best of our 
ability and that it is no longer an impossibility.’ 

It was Professor Nikos Nissiotis, the Greek Ortho¬ 
dox theologian who was the moderator of the Bangalore 
meet, who reminded the delegates, that the whole move¬ 
ment for the unity of the Church “has reached the point 
of crucial decisions and decisive steps forward . In his 
opening address he raised the point that the churches 
presently constitute "an ecclesiastical community fully 
North and South, with entirely new cultural elements 
challenging the old patterns" used so far by the chur¬ 
ches for their relationships. 

Dr Lukas Vischer assessed the present situation- as 
well as the progress made by the Commission since its 
last meeting at Accra (Ghana) In 1974, “Unity, he de¬ 
clared, “which can only be discerned dimly through the 
anomalous division of the one Church Into many chur¬ 
ches must become visible today’. In his message on 
hope, a central item on the agenda at Whitefield, Dr 
Vischer challenged the churches to be able to give a 
common witness of their hope for the world today which 
is confronted with the burning issues of usance m 
science and technology, flagrant lnjusticeslike poverty, 
oppression, violence, tyranny and torture, the disintegra¬ 
tion of human communities and the danger of annihila¬ 
tion by war. “If the Church is to be perceived « a » 
munion of hope, it must be able to oner common answers^ 
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Mr Martin Conway: “What is certainty possible fc a 
concept of partial unity" 


to these questions. This fellowship of hope can then only 
be achieved by radical changes both In the proclamation 
and in the life of the churches." 

One such radical change, as envisaged by Dr Vischer, 
is the ordination of Women to the status of priesthood. 
This was a topic we hit on quite by chance. We were sit¬ 
ting on the verandah of one of the buildings in the 
peaceful Whitefleld complex when I asked him what ho 
thought of the ordination of Canon Marv Michael Simo- 
son, the first woman preacher at Westminster Abbey. His 
eves lit up immediately. “Yes. that is precisely what I 
mean hy a radical change. Why should women not ha 
granted the status of priesthood? What separates them 
in this lespect from men? I personally see no differences 
and can ronceive of no reason why they should not con- 
- tinue to be ordained This is certainly one move which 
will alwavs bring barriers within the Church crashing 
down—this is a large step towards unity, our ultimate 
goal" 


A NOTHER delegate who shared this view 
was the Press Officer of the meet Jean- 
Jacques Bauswein, ginger-haired, with fine 
subdued wit. “How do you visualise the prob¬ 
lem of ordaining women to priesthood?" I 
asked him. He exhaled a cloud of dgavette 
smoke, looked at me squarely and replied, 
“Visualise? That’s one thing I never have to 
do. Mv wife is also a priest and 1 don’t have 
to visualise her—I see her all the timel” One 
of the women delegates, Mrs Florence Mshoney of The 
Gambia, also had something to add. “It is our hot * that 
throughout the developing world, our mgle-domlnated 

S overntnents will begin to see that women are a tremeu 
ous economic resource waiting to be fully integrated 
into development programmes." 

In the opinion of Rev M. A. Thomas, founder-direc¬ 
tor of the Ecumenical Christian Centre, White fleli ano¬ 
ther radical change should be brought about in the 
Christian attitude to God. “History unfolds that the 
Church has been limping because it lacked the courage 
[to fully grasp the nature of the Lord. It will falter, it 
will be uncertain of the next step. It drill not have the 
boldness to face the world. Unfortunately, uncertainty 
and timidity are the dominant traits that govern Chris¬ 
tian obedience. What Is this due to? It is mainly because 
of a disorted understanding .of the Biblical concept ef 
God. God is mistaken to be alien, unconcerned and too 
distant from the atruggles of the people. From this muti¬ 
lation proceeds the imbalance, the social numbness and 
the acquiescence of status quo. From this overflows the 
reluctance to involve oneself in elimination of Injustice. 
Too much Individualism arises out of this. A lethargic* 
approach to tha gradual erosion of human and demo¬ 
cratic values is the natural byproduct of this distorted 
comprehension of God." 



The whole purpose behind the White field meeting 
wet that i nity might, as stressed by Dr Vischer, “become 
visible too*/' “The unity for which Jesus prayed al¬ 
ready exists. It is not merely a flan to be put into 
operation...true, in the course of history, this unity has 
been abused, betrayed and trampled on. Lack of under¬ 
standing, blindness and obstinacy have distorted it be¬ 
yond recognition." The task of the ecumenical movement 
is simply to make it visible once more; to strip away the 
innumerable layers under which it has been burled and 
to create anew space for the irresistible power of the 
prayer of JeSus. "Unity has not always taken the same 
form throughout history. It must therefore find its appro¬ 
priate contemporary form today, too." 


Dr Vischer explained lucidly that it is the task of 
the Faith and Order Commission to recall again and again 
that fundamental unity in Christ and to promote It against 
all obstacles from whatever source they may come. It 
must encourage the churches and tbe WCC to build upon 
the fellowship already achieved and to consider against 
all doubts and hesitations the next steps to be taken. 


A T the conclusion of the two-week-long con- 
; ference on August 30, the participants 
came to the unanimous- conclusion that the 
ultimate hope in the lordship of Christ and 
the coming kingdom of God cannot ever 
be divorced from our historical hope for 
freedom, justice, equality and peace. How¬ 
ever, the Commission warned fellow Chris¬ 
tians at the same time that spch a life in 
[hope is in no way a guarantee of safety, but 
an invitation to take the “risk" of struggle, of responsible 
use of power, of self-critidsm, of dialogue with believers 
of other faiths end ideologies and even tbe risk of ridicule 
when witnessing Christ amidst indifference or incredulity. 



Perhaps the best perspective to the whole theme of 
the Whitefleld conference was given by Jeanne Hendrickse, 
who described herself as a blafck woman from the Re¬ 
public of South Africa—Amnia. “These two facts In¬ 
fluence who I am, and consequently my theology as welL 
It is through the eyes of blackness and woman that I 
perceive the world and out of this context I speak to you 
today, as a black woman from a Third World country." 


Her speech was, In reality, a precis of the whole 
meet and of what the Faith and Order Commission, the 
WCC and all the delegates represented and will continue 
to represent. "I would like to end with a challenge to 
us alL Don't get invoked with growing together Into 
unity unless your bones, heart, soul your whole being, 
cries for unity. Don’t get involved with human cries of 

S ain, separation, agony, suffering, loneliness, turmoil of 
>rture and travail of earth raped, naked of resources, 
humanity groaning as a woman in labour pains giving 
birth. Don’t get involved with Injustice, liberation, 
human rights, hunger, oppression, dignity, unity of chur¬ 
ches, understanding, recondllatlcn, peace. Don’t get in¬ 
volved unless your whole being cries with Christ for Jus¬ 
tice, lap, humanity, unity, peace. But if you dare, dare 
to get involved. 


"You will be involved, you will never rest again. You 
will be misunderstood. You will be crucified. If you dare 
to hope; if you dare to hope for Justice, love, reconcilia¬ 
tion, peace, unity; if you dare to act with consciousness; 
If you dare to die for Christ; if you dare to be involved— 
God will strengthen you. 

“If you dare to risk, to love, to fight, for full human¬ 
ness for all people, you will not have lived in vain. If 
L h ® , of i the resurrected life of' 
shUbe If d«re. she concluded triumphantly, “we 


... Christianity, in Its new spirit, is alive and well and 
tnnvmff. 


All photographs by Harith Sagar 
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The Pope who refused a crown 


ALBINO LUCIANI’s father burn¬ 
er ed crucifixes in his stove at 
home. Today, Luciani is the 263rd 
Pope in the nistory of the Roman 
Catholic Church. According to his 
brother Edoardo, a retired school¬ 
teacher, the new Pope grew up 
“torn between the devil and holy 
water,” for his mother was a de¬ 
vout Catholic. 

The holy water won, convinc¬ 
ingly. With a good Italian Social¬ 
ist for a father, it would have 
seemed inconceivable in his youth 
that Albino would don the robes 
of a cleric. But the youth was 
educated in the only school avail¬ 
able to the poor, a church school. 
When he decided to enter the 
seminary he wrote to his father, 
who was then in France, asking 
permission to do so. He still car¬ 
ries the letter of consent in his 
wallet. The rest is history. 

He entered minor seminary at 
14 after which he spent his en¬ 
tire life in the schools and rec¬ 
tories of north-eastern Italy. He 
taught at the faculty of the 
seminary of Belluno for ten 
years and while he was there he 
was given a special dispensation 
by the Vatican. * This enabled 
him to take a degree with 
honours at the Pontifical Grego¬ 
rian University in Romp—with¬ 
out attending a single class. 

He has never been hale and 
hearty: two visits to a tuber¬ 
culosis sanatorium attest to 
this. He is 65 now, but his 
strength lies in his humility, his 
down-to-earth ideology and his 
practical nature He was never 
a member of the Vatican's 
powerful bureaucracy, the Curia, 
as were his rivals for the papacy 
Sergio Pignedoli and Sebastiano 
Baggio. He had seldom seen life 
outside Italy’s borders. He had 
never done a stint in the Papal 
diplomatic service. 

In short, he was a rank out¬ 
sider. He figured on few, if any 
at all, of the lists of favourites 
compiled by alert observers. Yet, 
in the words of Basil Cardinal 
Hume of Westminster, he was un¬ 
mistakably God’s candidate. Cer¬ 
tainly his election at the conclave 
of Cardinals was the swiftest in 
39 years. The first two votes by 
the 111 members of the conclave 
assembled in the Sistine Chapel 
were both inconclusive, hopeless¬ 
ly dispersed among the candidates. 
Both times the smoke that issued 
from the Chapel stove was black 
in order to signify to the crowds 
outside that this result was incon¬ 
clusive. 




, -\x 

V\c 


4 



i. 


' 4 ki \ 




i ? 1 

iT'fff 


The third vote was taken at 
4.30 pm. and it was only then 
that Luciani came to the fore, 
only to fall just short of a majo¬ 
rity. He was the only Italian to 
come within reach of the manda¬ 
tory 75-vote mark (two-thirds of 
the conclave plus one). For the 
fourth—and what proved to be 
the final—vote, the only name 
that figured in the counting was 
Luciam’s. At the 75 mark, spon¬ 
taneous applause rang out in the 
chapel and the new Pope accep¬ 
ted his position and announced 
the name he would take. The 
sgfyoke was white. 

He addressed the people from 
the balcony of St Peter’s clothed 
in a white cassock, with a shoul 
der-length cape and * high white 
sash. He smiled and laughed with 
the crowd—for the first time in 
15 years, the people received a 
gesture of warmth from a new 
Hope; Informality will be the 
watchword of Pope John Paul I. 
He has already dispensed with 
the usual trappings of formality 
and pomp. Even after his elec¬ 


tion he retained his previously as¬ 
signed place at the dining table 
With the other Cardinals. His ac¬ 
cession ceremony was no corona¬ 
tion hut a simple ceremony where 
be shunned the- prospect of the 
customary portable throne and in¬ 


stead walked in the procession. 
Moreover he was not crowned 
with the triple-decked tiara, but 
substituted ft with a pallium, a 
light woollen shawl. 

Another significant move on his 
part was a pledge to continue the 
work of the Second Vatican Coun¬ 
cil, convened in 1962 by Pope 
John XXIII and concluded in 1965 
by Pope Paul VI. This is one body 
that has the power to bring the 
Roman Catholic Church into clo 
ser communion with the ecumem- 
'cal concept “We want to conti¬ 
nue the ecumenical spirit, which 
we consider to be the extreme 
heritage of our immediate prede- 
cesSois. The division of the 
churches never ceases to be a 
cause of perplexity and contra¬ 
diction and scandal in the eyes 
of non-Christians and non-believ¬ 
ers." 

The new Pope said he had cho¬ 
sen his name to recall twotformer 
Popes. However, he reiterated 
that he has neither the wisdom 
and heart of the late Pope John, 
nor the culture and preparation 
of Pope Paul. “I must try to- 
serve the Church”, he told the 
people in St Peter's Square, “and 
you can help me in your prayers”. 

D.M. 
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Co-operation is not unity 



Dr Lukas Vischer is the Director of the Faith 
and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churches. Swiss by birth and a permanent resident 
of Geneva, this softspoken man was easily the most 
sought-after person at the conference. D M. dogged 
his footsteps and was eventually granted 15 minutes. 
That the interview commenced at 2.45 and ended at 
4.50 is ample testimony to the patience of Dr Vischer. 


Q: How far do you think the 
World Council of Churchea (WCC) 
has come since its formation, at 
Amsterdam in 1948? 

A: August 23, 1978 completed 30 
years since the formation of the 
Council. I think the main achieve¬ 
ment is that churches have moved 
from isolation into closer coopera¬ 
tion. That is the first point; the 
second is simply one of sire. In 1948 
we had 140 member churches—today 
we have 290, It is more significant, 
however, that this increase has not 
been in Europe or the United States 
but in Asia and Afti«a. I would say 
that in these three decades it has 
truly become a "world" council in 
the broadest sense of the term. 
Thirdly, the formation cf the WCC 
has had a profound impact on the 
Roman Catholic Church. Till 1982, 
when the Second Vatican Council 
was summoned, the Roman Catho¬ 
lics stood aloof. It was really the 
Second Vatican Council that brou¬ 
ght the winds of change—as some¬ 
one once said “It was the work of 
the Holy Spirit but the Holy Spirit 
worked through the WCC". Roman 
Catholics are still not direct mem¬ 
bers of the WCC but prefer to be 
called a joint working group. I am 
not sure what direction ecumenical 
relations will take with the new 
Pope but it is my fervent hope that 
we rjiove closer. 

t, Q: Why did the Roman Catholic 
p .tutrch originally stand aloof from 
the WCC? 

A: The Roman Catholic Church 
has a particular self-understanding. 
It regards itself as THE Church and 
recognises other Christian communi¬ 
ties but that is all. The Roman 
Catholics had a theory that unity 
could only be achieved by the “re¬ 
turn” of all other churches to the 
Roman Catholic Church. But they 
realised that since many of the 
churches had, in fact, never departed 
in the first place, the best way to 
unity was through convergence. The 
Roman Catholic Church still tends 
to view itself as the centre of a 


wheel with the other churches form¬ 
ing the rim. My personal view is 
that Christ is the centre and all 
chprches are the periphery. The 
Roman Catholics finally suspended a 
decision on joining the WCC for 
two main reasons. The first was the 
site of the WCC membership. With 
290 member churches, the Roman 
Catholics just could not conceive of 
being the 291st member with so 
many other smaller churches. 



Q: Haa the advent of Rome on 
the ecumenical acese complicated 
iaauea ? 

A: It certainly has pleasantly com¬ 
plicated the scene. When the Roman 
Catholics were not in the ecumeni¬ 
cal family one could see that, in 
effect this great absent body was 
actually present because all the 
other churches related themselves 
to the Roman Catholic Church. The 
WCC could have defined itself nega¬ 
tively as the association of-non- 
Homan Churches but that was not 
our intention. The current openness 
of the Roman Catholics has comple¬ 
ted our agenda but we still face two 

S roblems—the role of papacy and the 
sue of Mary which is so much a 
part. of Catholic worship. 


Q: Do you feel that the Anglicans 
and Roman Catholics have a sacred- 
cow attitude towards the Prayer 
Book? 

A: In both churches, more so in 
the Roman Catholic, there is a lot 
of liturgical renewal going on. The 
first subject broached in the Second 
Vatican Council was that of liturgy 
—spoken tongues were introduced 
as well as the practice of more par¬ 
ticipation on the part of the congre¬ 
gation. This was like the breaking 
of a dam, for till then, the Vatican 
Council had been over-rigid. 

Q: Do you reel that meetings Uke 
this are too detached from action? 
Is a separate action committee re¬ 
quired? 

A: Certainly the position of the 
(delegates is ambiguous. They are 
elected by the WCC with the con¬ 
sent of their churches. The WCC has 
no authority and can make no de¬ 
mands—we are only a deliberative- 
body. As I look' at this group I can 
wee, almost without exception, that 
they are all devoted to tne concept 
of unity. This meeting is a process 
of taking stock, to see where we 
are and what can be done next. I’m 
sure that no one here wili lie on the 
job. In the last three years we have 
adapted a new style of work. Pre¬ 
viously we used to publish our 
findings and leave it to the various 
churches to do as they thought fit. 
In 1975 we prepared agreed texts 
on baptism, ministry and the eucha- 
rist and sent them to ail the chur¬ 
ches, asking for an official reply 
within 18 months, This feedback 
enables us to see what we can do 
next. This is no debate between 
theologians—it is a debate in con¬ 
sultation with the churches. 

Q; What exactly Is the role of the 
Faith and Order Commission? 

A: Our mandate is tn work for 
visible unity of one faith aud one 
eucharistic fellowship. It is our task 
to survey all issues, both theological 
and practical, which are concerned 
with unity. We are what can be 
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called the “unity conscience Of the 

WCC”. 

Q: What do yon think ia or are 
responsible tor the many schisms 
within the Christian Churcht 

A: There are doctrinal leasons— 
as many as there are understand 
mgs of the mystery that is Christ 
These schisms arose for different 
reasons and the doctrinal reasons 
only served to solidify them. The 
issue of political divisions also plays 
an underground role. There are 
ethnic differences too—linguistic and 
class 

Q: How do you propose to combat 
this? 

A: We are rather painfully aware 
that our work is more inspirational 
than immediately practical Some 
thing can be done through visits and 
consultation. The WCC has even 
sent a team to Northern Ireland to 
get immersed in a situation where 
dmsions are red-hot 

Q: Do you really think unity bet 
ween all Christian denominations Is 
a possibility? 

A: I hat depends on what you call 
unity If you visualise it as umfor 
■milv then that is not desirable snue 
uniformity is not a form ot life A 
family unites in conformity What 
we must achieve is a sense of be 
longing together in diveisity If 
units means a sense of belonging 
together in diversity then it is defi 
mtely a possibility though it will 
never take plate in any form of 
absolute peifection 

Q Without the intervention of 
Pope John XXIII by calilng the 
Second Vatican Council in 1962, do 
you feel that the Roman Catholic 
Church would have come closer to 
the WCC? 

A: That reminds me of the <ay 
mg “What would have happened if 
Queen Victoria had never reigned? 
Actually that one single move by 
Pope John was absolutely stunning. 
He later described it as providential 
and said that it had been a sudden 
inspiration to call the Council—a 
move for which he could offer no 
explanation 

Q: What do you feel about the 
role of the Church in politics and 
the formation of Parties like the 
Christian Democrats in Italy? 

A: I here is an incessant debate 
on the extent to which the Chur'h 
tan involve and immerse itself in 
politics The basic fact is that no one 
can escape politics, whatever is one's 
stand It is impossible to be non- 
mvolved We as Christians need to 
seek in political life to fulfil God’s 
will for justice Personally, I am m 
favour of Christians working in poli¬ 
tical Parties although I do not agree 
with the use of the Christian label. 

Q A re jU the branches of the 
WC<’ primarily concerned with unity 
ar tlo they ail have cliUrrert alios? 

A: All ot them deal with unity 
thiough particular issues but the 


primary purposd of the Faith and 
Order Commission of the WCC is 
to promote unity between the rhur 
ches. The status of the Faith and 
Order Commission is further eleva¬ 
ted by the fact that it is the only 
commission of the WCC where 
Roman Catholics are represented 

Q: What Is the criterion by which 
a church is Judged worthy of be¬ 
coming a member of the WCC? 

A: Most members are representa 
tive churches of a single countiy as 
in the case of the Burmese Church 
This is where the difficulty arises m 
judging the Roman Catholic Church 
as a prospective member—it is 
organised on the international level 
and not just on a national plane To 
get back to your question, there are 
thiee requirements really The first 
is that the church concerned must 
be of a certain size, it must have a 
following of at least 25.000 worship¬ 
pers This leads to a rather interest 
mg angle A number of the churches 
on Pacific islands and other sucb 
small pockets can never hope to 
have such a substantial following, 
so vuch churches are granted asso¬ 
ciate membership Secondly the 


Q: Could you trace the begin¬ 
nings of the Vigil India Movement? 

A: During the Fmcrgeiuv. we 
at the Ecumenical Chrijti »n (cntie 
carried on regardless with confer 
til's s and seminars ot <oo 

politicai nature, and did i or-iil- 
from till? piacticc, d> p ie v 1 
warnings v,e received 1 , il» i 

1975 we called a option 1 ,uU n- 


church in question must be able to 
subscribe to a basic confession of 
Jesus as Saviour and God Thirdly, 
the church must possess a certain 
amount of stability Fourthly, it must 
exist in harmonv with all other 
churches iaistly, the church must be 
independent—we have time only for 
autonomous churches Of course, the 
predictable result is that the desire 
for autonomy among churches has 
risen correspondingly 

Q: The Faith and Order Commi¬ 
ssion meets only once evoay four 
years. What happens ip, the interim? 

A: We carry out in piacticc what 
we have discussed already and m 
addition look forward on what to 
tackle next 

Q: Don’t you feel that a gap of 
four years Is far too great for any 
sustained measure of activity to be 
taken? Won’t efforts slacken? 

A: It’s only human that some 
should lose a certain measure of 
iheir initial zeal but I am glad to 
say that on the whole, no one 
treats these trips as a pleasure jaunt 
and then proceeds to forget about 
the whole thing 


tation on National Goats, which we 
subtitled "llie India wt want’’ A 
number of i>eopl<- whom wi invited 
did not turn up On* t'mveisity 

pi(l<s‘OJ "is "Hised to coiicen- 
1 ii ( n h H rig - this was 
i v an i i m , f vi n the 

f i < i r did not 
\ ’ ,vii, about 50 

> i pi an an of ten- 
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Secularistic 
involvement is our 
highest spirituality 


Rev M.A Thomas, 67, is the founder-director ot the 
Ecumenical Christian Centre at White field, Bangalore, 
the venue of the conference He is also the initiator 
and president of the Vigil India Movement, which 
describes itself as a "movement to strive foi a just 
and democratic social order " Its avowed objectives 
are to promote the furtherance of a truly secular, 
egalitarian, and democratic society, to promote 
human values, and to work for a cultural revolution, 
preserving the salient features of Indian heritage 
D M spent an hour with him trying to discover how 
he manages to adjust himself to these two roles 
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sioa all .over. 

The hold of the Emergency be¬ 
came stronger. therefore,' I 

strongly felt the need to build up 
groups in the country — both in 
villages and cities — consisting of 
peftple who would continue to be 
alert to events and try and do some¬ 
thing constructive. One month after 
the elections In March 1977 we held 
a seminar on vigilance which 30 
people attended. It was a deep study 
of economic and political trends and 
I took the oppoitunity to speak on 
the necessity of having a group on 
vigilance. In June the Vigil India 
Movement was initiated in an ad hoc 
style which it will retain until the 
next meeting can be held on a 
national level 

O: From what sources does the 
Vigil India Movement get its funds r 

A: We have no funds although 
we hope to raise something from 
well-wishers There is no member- 
ship fee except the local subscrip¬ 
tion which is a paltry one rupee. 
We do, however, get some money 
from our publication, entitled Vtgtl 
India, which is an occasional com 
mentary on current events 

Q: What are the aims and inten¬ 
tions of the movement? 

A: Basically, we stand for the 
furtheiance of an egalitarian, demo¬ 
cratic and secular society Last year 
we ran a two-week course for 150 
men and women .on socio-political 
affairs. We propose to do the same 
this year, though on a larger scale 
and these same people will go back 
and organise vigil gioups which are 
growing and wilt continue to grow. 

Q: The political charter of the 
Janata Party manifesto states: “As 
a Party wedded to the Ideals of 
freedom and democracy How 

far would you say this is an accur¬ 
ate self-description? 

A: We have a Parliamentary 
form of Government so we are quite 
democratic. The Opposition is not 
muzzled as it was when the previous 
regime was in power and Parlia 
mentary proceedings were not pub 
lished. There is perfect freedom and 
it is patently clear that the fear 
complex has disappeared. The most 
outstanding gain of the Janata is 
that it has perpetuated the fearless¬ 
ness of Gandhljl, which the pre¬ 
vious regime shattered. Fearlessness 
has once again regained its mean¬ 
ing. However, this democracy is only 
a democratic exercise of elected 
representatives. The people are not 
involved in the decision-making pro 
cess. If democracy has to be mean 
ingful at the village level, the vill¬ 
agers themselves have to be deeply 
involved and should be given power 
In the form of deoision-making 
bodies Janata democracy has no eco¬ 
nomic content, without which the 
whole democratic conception is 
hollow. 

Q: How elective a curb do you 
feel was the Preventive Detention 
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BUI on India’s democracy? 

A • We were probably the only 
body that mobilised any opposition 
to this on the national plane. Hund¬ 
reds of letters trom all over the 
counti y weie sent to the Prime 
Munster Leaders, write is and 
lournahsts weie requested to fight. 
We contacted over 200 journalists 
and sent individual letters to every 
single Mim-tei in the Union Govern 
ment The Preventive Detention Bill 
was actually the first cousin of 
M1SA trying to enter through the 
back dour 

Q: JP has welcomed the Prime 
Minister's offer of a Kantl probe as 
a ‘move In keeping with the highest 
tradition of democratic norma”. Do 
you accept this statement? 

A: We must view this In com¬ 
parison with Mrs Gandhi's attitude 
to Sanjay. It was just allegations 
that led Morarji to announce his 
stand on the Kanti probe. This 
could have been done much earlier, 
the presentation now lacks grace be 
cause it was done under duress 

Q: What is your comment on 
DevaraJ Uni’s claim that the Janata 
Government has abandoned social¬ 
ism and Instead led vested Interests 
to exploit India’s poor? 

A: I would pieter not to com 
ment on this 

Q: What would be the stand of 
the VlgU India Movement If the 
Congress (I) Parliamentary Party 
were to bring forward a no-con¬ 
fidence motion against the Desai 
Ministry ? 

A: The Vigil India Movement 
is no political Party but we are deep 
ly concerned with the political, social 
and economic life of the country 
As it stands for secularism, egali¬ 
tarianism and democracy, it will not 
support something that goes against 
these watchwords. We will fight 
against anything that threatens to 
endanger these three concepts We 
will never admit fear 


Q; Do you agree with the view 
of CPI leader Iairadeep Sinha (MP) 
Dial Morarji is no different from 
Ms predecessor? 

A: Never Morarji Desai Is a 
democrat and not a dictitoi unlike 
Mrs Gandhi Howevei, he is very 
Inflexible. I maintain that he would 
nevei clamp a state of Emeigenc'y 
on the country He is a Gandhian in 
the great tradition 

Q: Do you agree with Jaya 
prakash Narayan’s concept that the 
power of the people should be on • 
higher plane than the power of the 
State? 

A: Yes Whole hcaitedly 

Q: Do you honestly feel that an 
egalitarian society in India is a 
possibility ? 

A: Yes I believe that wi sho i 
work towards it it will f n 
Though we have never had 
society in the past that h no i 
son why we should not have on 
the future 

Q: Do you feel that religion cl¬ 
ever find a place to survive in « 
secular State ? 

A. Religion should bt lift u i 
individuals Secularism docs not 11 o 
religion but it does restrict it f . 
inteifertng with the covenants d 
the country 

Q: You have written in on< > 
your books of verse: ‘Lord/You i 
speaking to the ( hurch through t > * 
world—/Through forces that are 
secular” How do you support that 
view ? 

A. the Church always link s tt' 
claims that it is leading tin w 1 1 
I find instead that the woihl t 
to the Chuich The world should 
an agenda for tile tluudi Hu 
latter only exists to seiv< the pi opk 
of the world and should reru iisi 
this While 1 do' not dr n\ th« t 
cendental aspect of lde l main 
that all this talk of taking one 
heaven is mere e.iapism 

Q: How do you, as a man » 
the Church, relate the secular • 
the sacred? How do you manage ' 
coexist as founder-director of Un 
Ecumenical Christian Centre ana 
President of the Vigil India Move 
ment at the same time? 

A: The mam concei n ot the 
LCC is to serve the people — it is 
a Christian movement white the 
Vigil India Movement is a puidv 
secular body serving everyone that 
answeis your last question To go 
into the fiist, I shall have to include 
some theology Christians lit luve 
that God is the Spirit Now God be 
came man in Jesus Christ Man 
himself is secular, so it tollows that 
God, the Spirit, took a secular 
form, lived in a secular world and 
became involved in the daily life of 
men. The central act of God was to 
secularise himself by becoming man 
So our sec&lanstic involvement is 
the highest spirituality There is no 
difference for me 
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Sports earns its first martyr 


O N JULY 28 at Bhopal, sport* 
earned its first martyr—Moham¬ 
mad Shafiq Khan. 

The Hindus called him Dada. The 
Muslims Pathan. But to my two 
little sons, like the other little chil¬ 
dren of Bhopal, he was always Ban- 
nev Khan Bnopali—a character that 
writers Salim Javed ostensibly wove 
round his personality and Pran play¬ 
ed to perfection in the Hindi film 
Adhtkart, a poor man who ran a 
cycle rental and repair shop but was 
accepted by every strata of society; 
a person who helped people in dis¬ 
tress. 

Shafiq was exactly like that. Some 
claimed that he bved dangerously 
close to death knifing his way to the 
very top in notoriety. On countless 
occasions during the erstwhile Bhopal 
State days he had been left battered 
and bleeding for dead. And every 
time like the proverbial bad penny 
he kept coming back from the hos¬ 
pital—alive—earning a reputation of 
invincibility. 

And then he gave it all up." Elder 
brothers Ameen and Aqeel’s advice 
seemed to have touched a soft core 
in his heart He set up a small cycle 
rental and repair shop at lbrahlm- 
pura and married. The only link he 
retained with his past was his love 
for hockey. He gave up playing out¬ 
side right and devoted all his time to 
grooming talented young players for 
fils club 'Independents.' 

His cycle shop became a meeting 
place for all types of people—offi¬ 
cials, students, businessmen Occa¬ 
sionally one could even find him 
playing with children left in his care 
bv parents who went shopping. Even 
after the marriage of two daughters 
when the going got tough on the 
financial front, Shafiq, instead of 
Stretching a hand towards any of his 
well-todo friends, converted his 
cycle shop into a tea shop, hoping 
the change would bring in better 
days for the family. 

Shafiq died for no fault of his— 
Just because a boy called Sadat tigd 
not been selected to represent Bhopal 
in the Junior National Hockey Cham¬ 
pionships held at Madurai. Shafiq 
was not even a member of the Selec¬ 
tion Committee. His only fault, If 
any was that the Bhopal Hockey 
Association (BHA) had appointed 
him coach of the team. He had on 
earlier occasions also accompanied 
the team as coach but this year it 
was different. Some students of the 
local Saifia College who resented 
Sadat's exclusion from the team 



Banney Khan Bhopalt; will his death 
be an eye opener * _ 

drove in a jeep to Shafiq's shop and 
in his absence are reported to have 
threatened that they would see thnt 
the team didn’t go—without Sadat. 
They threatened they would get a 
‘stay order’ from a court failing 
which anything could happen Ear¬ 
lier threatening calls had been re¬ 
ceived by Mr Rajinder Malhotra and 
Mr Masnqoor Hasan, Secretary and 
Treasurer of the BHA respectively. 

What led to the situation was the 
fact that Sadat was over-age. Sur¬ 
prisingly the Saifia College had 
given him an age certificate which 
contradicted with a certificate also 
issued by the same institution earlier. 
The BHA also felt that the boy’s per¬ 
formance did not merit his Inclusion 
in the team. These ominous threats 
resulted in the players being taken 
to the railway station on the night 
of July 27, lest some of them were 
stopped from reaching the station to 
board the Grand Trunk Express In 
the early hours of the 28th. While 
officials of the BHA were returning 
from the station, coach Shafiq is re¬ 
ported to have told Mr Aftabuddin, 
vice-president of the BHA that he 
had information that the office¬ 
bearers of the BHA would be way¬ 
laid on their return. He offered 
to go with them and return in a 
scooter. But the offer was declined. 
As the players got ready to sleep, 
Shafiq with a friend Ashraf (Bawa) 
and former Bhopal and Railways 
wing-half Lai Mohammad, walked 
across to the Railway Institute to 
pass the time. While Ashraf and Lai 
stayed behind, Shafiq started for the 
railway station at .about three in the 


morning. In between the dusty nar¬ 
row lanes, which is in railway juris¬ 
diction, he was alleged to have been 
waylaid by a group of seven boys— 
Arif Aqueel, AJit- Singh, Anupam 
Raja, Deepax Kumar, Raees, Udai 
Rajan and Sunil Bhatnagar. They 
are reported to have thrown chilli- 
powder into his eyes and then bat¬ 
tered and knifed him. The fatal 
blow is alleged to have bnen inflic¬ 
ted by Sunil Bhatnagar. According 
to the post-mortem report, death 
occurred sometime between 4 a.m. 
and 4.30 a.m. When the time for 
the departure of the team drew 
near, the players went out in search 
of him. He was found lying in a pool 
of blood and rushed to the hospital 
where he was pronounced dead. 

r tO points demand attention. 

First, why was police protec¬ 
tion not asked for by the BHA In 
spite of these threats? And, more 
important, the murder was commit¬ 
ted yards away from the police post 
opposite the railway station and yet 
the body was found whea it was too 
late. 

The police have registered a case 
of murder under Section 302 of the 
IPC. The alleged assailants have 
sinre been arrested and arc at present 
m remand. It is a compliment to 
the Saklecha administration that 
they acted with speed In arresting 
the alleged culprits, thus avoiding any 
possible repercussions. But it is a 
strange and sad commentary on the 
manner In which sports is run in our 
country. And except for a homily 
from IHF secretary Mr Dayaklssen 
that "Sports should not be taken to 
the streets”, nobody else has con¬ 
demned this murder. 

And even though the BHA or the 
IHF, have yet to sponsor any con¬ 
crete proposals for the benefit of the 
bereaved family, Bhopal’s popular 
jmd successful lawyer Mr Vijay 
Gupta, a former honorary secretary 
of the BHA, has already formed a 
"Shafiq Pathan Family Welfare Com¬ 
mittee to raise funds for the 
bereaved family. Among other mem¬ 
bers of the Committee are two 
MLAs. Mr Babu Lai Gaur and Mr 
Hamid Qureshi, and a former State 
Minister, Mr Axis Qureshi. 

Shafiq is dead. He lies buried in 
a graveyard adjacent to the Saifia 
College, some of whose students are 
alleged to have been responsible for 
the murder. We all know it. But 
only Shafiq's wife and bttle children 
feel ft 
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A vexing lack of entity 
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js now tinntulip up wtys In avoid 
' uli j mo ill 1‘1'Ht 

A 11 1v hviiu' on lb it wondious 
iivii llu NiU win' 'iiipie sums 
dm it pioduii ’ M in li inon wist 
i iii/< d tb m my ot In t \ i lb \s in 
oi ,\li u in i ity i'n pi pi i hips ltiiiul 
bi fon its nvd wu ills uutv frit 
i m vine nl ( by sub with it in it 
lsl i o i v mis< i v at i on is wi 'I i 
pnii.v ( onsti ui lion tvoikii' stud 
me ty in tin ii Kill ib n ill and rough 
tbineid and ds in piobabb n 
pilunt and lone sufii i iiir a- the 
intli n p ■ is mt oi woi kt i 

( uio still has 10000 (.mks and 
a (iick (bib (where the foreign 
tmiespiindents meet) Groppis that 
mnvellmis shop toi chocolates, 
bmii tl swiets, ilieests and olives 
still smvive I even spotted a 
similii one tailed lappa. not vrv 
In fi om whit I would nil the air 
line olhte muhalla with heapmgs of 
an Inn otfues-i vt ept hi Al 

M.iybi 'll it will tome Aiticulate 
1 gy pt set ms almost tot illy immersed 
in pui long Mr Anwai Sadat’s 
difiuult pi att pioposal to Israel AH 
of Mr Sadat s lepulation and his 
fulme is tied up in the gamble And 
it did seem, if one could take a 
journalist’s straw poll as evidence, 
i it tie had the support of the in 
■ lli/entsia but disappointingly, it 


11 ms today to be a tonforinis’ .aid 
i in I mli lligi nts.a Maybe because 
1 gvp' Ins no way to go ahead extepl 
by diviiting its military spending to 
jh aceful i rids f-gypt’s piesont list 
ot Arab suppoitirs foi its peuc plan 
(lot .n t set m long oi important hut 
tint will depend oil peifoniiame As 
loi the niovi. Mt Sadat is rtitamlv 
as istute ts tin v tome In Isiael on 
the othi i hind tht y think thi present 
pi ut illuit is stone dead 

Hut Ii t's shake off politics Ihe 
In mil inllut lire on Cano is still 
st imp Stiongti, 1 think, than the 
Hull Ii in a sense Puvale housi s 
in vi iy (outmt ntal and are, some 
til llu m little gems Ihe Uiitish 
1 mlid sv white and tool looking is 



Preside ,4niecir k<idn( 


still mpicssive though it no longtr 
his its pin,ite Nile side promt nade 
1 belt’s tinnis m its giourids still as 
I could 'it liom an overlooking hotel 
ami tea at foui I am sure A 
‘(hauty bi/ai’ was held there while 
1 was in Cano But the focus of 
interest seems to have shifted to the 
Auieruan Embassy, just behind the 
British also white and guaided by a 
detail of rather c usual soldiers 

The palace where we were sum¬ 
moned for an audience (Press con¬ 
ference) is not where President Sadat 
lives It reminded one of what I 
imagine could be the problem of 
problems tor Fgyptians -a lark of 


i ntitj Hie pal,ii e someone told me 
as wt wailed was built by an Italian 

md there was nothing at all m it 
whub could be tiaced to the Arabs 
oi onentals It was completely 
1 uuipean 

This is not a problem we are 
unfamiliai with In fait, the Egyp 
tun. have one advantage—they all 
spt ak Arabir to each other We on 
tin othci hand don’t even speak our 
own 1 inguages well and Hindi has 
dtvtlopul m such fashion that the 
1 mill the Bengali or Malayali does 
not deign to speak it But the 
Egyptian’s im ptal absorption with 
the Wi't stems even greater than 

out s 

Ihe lunch mom ot the /II A hi am 
mwsp.ipii Im instance could be a 
I m opt .m ust.uuant with people 
dress, d ia woolli us on a swilteung 
al tu noon Ihe tom ept of the news 
papt i tin' kind ot loriespondeme 
it encourufes also seems I ur ope an 

Moie woi ry mg is the Ijct that 
today the fpyptim governinental 
ni.uhine ind it Press havi time 
only fm th(' West, in Press, pnti 
yulaily the Ainencin 

Ot t om se then s i n ison Sadat’s 
whole p/.oe null iti n b( gen, it is 
soil with the *|ue lion vValtei 
Cionkitr a'ketl him on IV’—W is he 
road, to go to I.iael tis pursue his 
ule >s mil the confumation that 
( lonkite si luted irom Menathem 
Begin horns liter, also on TV Even 
so thoie’s an enormous gap between 
the Igyptian Piess and the Asian 
woi J even the Third World— the 
Ar ih I hud World 

Well who am 1 to say this 7 The 
Indian papers are about as paiorhi.il 
as they come and the t overage of 
thp Ai abs could hardly be worse 
Rut the 1 gyptian papers, at least 
Ihe majoi ones, are more sophisticat¬ 
ed, have much laiger staff and better 
communication and so [ expect bettei 
of them Of course they have been 
under a pretty tight rein—not only 
under Gamal Abdel Nasser (who 
otheiwise had a feel of Africa, the 
Arab lands, of course, and even of 
Asia) but no less under Anwar Sadat 
Odd how the pen runs on, I’d meant 
to write about the relicts of the 
Pharaohs 


CHANCHAL SARKAR 
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The non-quitters 


<»I WON’T xjuit ” said George to 

1 Leila 

“You shan’t,” said Leila 

Just then theie was a senile 
noise outside, like the rustle of 
insects’ wings 

“Gee said George, anil sat up, 
pai alysrd 

“What’s that, Comiadc?" asked 
Leila. 

“Something sneaking out there,” 
saul Geoige in a hushed whispei 
‘ f ould be my tnnsueme" 

“t ool down George “ said Leila 
“I et me take a look ” 

She w is seared too, but battling 
down hei seuet anxiety, she took 
a peep, and sure enough there 
was someone woisc than Geoige’s 
const tente Comrade Sun ndra 
Mohan, feeble and lonely stood 
out in the daik 

“Its Suiendi i," snd Leila “Oh, 
God ” 

Geoige sliried “Ask him in” 
he said 

“You’ve tome heie to c,lt< h me 
led handed at being Muilstei,’ 
said George ‘You’ve lome hen- 
to ask me to quit this fine house, 
which Leila has just done up for 
the u-volution 

“George comiade,” said the 
tiny man, “how could you insi 
nuate 

“1 won’t quit,” said George 

“You don’t have to,” said 

Surendra Mohan “Onre this 

Anlyodaya business gets going you 
can stay on for all time ” 

“What business is that?" aske * 
George "Does it use polyester 
fibre 

“Frankly, George,” said Suren¬ 
dra Mohan, “1 don’t know myself ” 

“Doesn’t matter,” said George. 
“No one need know, as Willy 

Biandt said to his secretary But 
I shan’t quit ” 

“But who’s asking you to ?” 

said Surendra Mohan. 

“Madhu,” said George. 



(jYonje remandrs to quit. or 
not to quit is jt hr question 


“Don’t take it to heart,” said 
Surendra Mohan “Madhu’s just 
getting sentimental ” 

“No,” said George “It’s alt a 
plot They’re fouling Thums Up 
and "77” They're wanting Coca 
Cola back ’’ 

“Oh, no,” said Leila. 

“They’ie playing into the hands 
of the CIA ” said George "Thev’re 
wanting to do an Allende on me 
Mv lit** is in danger ” 

‘ Oh, no, saul Leila 

“Good God, Geoige,” said Suren 
dta Mohan, ‘but that was Mrs 
Gandhi's gag.” 

“That’s the Goyeinment's gag” 
said Geoige firmly "Ihere’s got 
to be a continuity in gags ’ 

“But—” began Surendia Mohan 
weakly. 

“But, nothing,” said Geoige 
“You organisation chaps know no 
thing Have you ever stayed in a 
House of Monopoly , Or at least 
in a joint sertor undertaking's 
guest house ? What have you 
done for the people ?” 

“We—” began Surendra Mohan 
but George again cut him short 

“They all want me out,” said 
George, raising his voice “Inter¬ 
national and domestic i cart ion 
The railway workers are demand 
mg bonus to get ine out Ami 
Mrs Gandhi and Mao Tse tung are 
backing them ” 


“But George" pleased Suiemlra 
Mohan ‘Mao Isetung is dead ' 

“No one dies in politics,” sa.d 
George 

‘Bui he's been boned,” said 
Surendia Mohan 

“The Government has' always, 
maintained that the t nlwev woik 
ers were backed by Mao ‘1st- tong ’ 
said George “there has got to be 
a continuity in these things ” 


A TAL RI HAR1 VAJl’AY1 I was | 
resting in tin- VIP lounge at 1 
I’alam during a hnet --topovei He 
h id just begun to dream c.t ail I 
other takeoff, when this young . 
mall slipped in pad seemly i 

The Minister sat op wide awake 
‘Whole you" ” he asked 

‘ I’m a Swavam Sewak ’ said 
tin young man 

‘limn a banned oigamsalion' ' 
said V.iipuyee “How did you g< t 
in here 

“Atalji 1 ” said the Sewak in 
dismay 

’Sit down,” said Vajpayee And 
don’t tell me you're tiom a cultural | 
oigams.it ion ’ , 

“But, sir I am," said the Sewak. j 

“So was I,” said Vaipayei j 

* Su 1 ’ said the Sewak 

“And if you’re going to t< 11 me j 
Deoras sent you here to peisuade 
me to quit,’ said Vajpayee, "my 
answer is I’m n6t pmnR to ' 

“But Atalp ” said the Seyvak i 
“think ol all the culture we did 
tcygctbr' Wr cant let it all go 
waste ' 

'Blit I’m not quitting this fur all 
the culture” said Vajpayee 

“L ven if Deoras tells you 9 " said I 
the Sewak 

“I ju-t am not quitting, 1 ' v id 
Vajp-yee ‘Look at this" 

He took out a yvad of all lul fts 
“No one quits in midan, hr ud 

0 V VIJAYAN 
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All things to all men 


O BVIOUSLY the Press Council 
has a certain nuisance value. 
It would not otherwise so peremp¬ 
torily have been liquidated during 
the Emergency. But to admit this 
is not also to endorse all the brave 
claims made on its behalf during 
the recent parliamentary debate. 

Those whose faith in its unflin¬ 
ching knight-errantry is succoured 
by the council's valour when Mr 
B. G. Verghese was dismissed as 
editor of The Hindustan Tmes 
tend to forget that this champion 
of individual and collective free¬ 
dom does not appear to have been 
very vocal when Mr Verghese 
himself suppl&nted Mr Ajit Bhat- 
tacharjea. Or, for that matter, 
when Mr Bhattacharjea’s own ap¬ 
pointment eased out Mr Knshan 
Bhatia. Let us admit once and 
for ail that the Press Council, like 
all other organizations, is subject 
to both internal and external in 
fluences; that the abstraction of 
freedom cannot formally bo insti¬ 
tutionalised by law. 

But nothing daunted, our lead¬ 
ers have swallowed hook, line and 
sinker the fashionable thesis that 
a Press Council is one of the 
essential appurtenances of • 
modern democratic republic. 
Judging by what MPs had to say 
when it was being set, they ex¬ 
pect from the council miracles 
far beyond the stated aim which 
is "to preserve the freedom of the 
Press and to maintain and im 
prove the standards of newspapers 
and news agencies”. 

Two members, Mr Govinda 
Munda of the Janata Party and 
Mr Giridhar Gomango, Congress 
(I), expect the Press Council to 
solve the problems suffered by 
Harijans and Adivasis; Mi 
Eduardo Faleiro, a Congressman, 
wanted it to liberate newspapers 
from the clutches of monopoly 
houses; and the Janata Party’s Mr 
Kanwar Lai Gupta demanded that 
the council somehow deprive Mrs 
Gandhi of the National Herald. 

It is clearly all things to ail 
men. The hope of the All-India 
Small and Medium Newspapers’ 
Association that 60 per cent of 
public sector advertisements 
should be reserved for papers 
which sell less than 50,000 copies 
and complaints to the council by 
frustrated writers of letters to edi¬ 
tors are other examples of what 
this newly revived 29-member or¬ 
ganisation is expected to achieve. 


Let it not be thought that I am 
objecting to the concept of a coun¬ 
cil as such. There is some limi¬ 
ted merit in a Press Council 
whose rights and duties are not 
unlike those of Bagehot’s prescrip¬ 
tion for a constitutional monar 
chy ; to be consulted, to encour¬ 
age and to warn. But let there 
be no mistake that newspaper 
proprietors will ever take the 
slightest notice of a Press -Coun¬ 
cil which tries to uphold editors 
at their expense. Nor, it must be 
admitted in all fairness, will any 
Indian editor ever dream of ap¬ 
plying to the council if a proprie¬ 
tor pays him sufficiently (in the 
form of a pension, inflated hono¬ 
rarium for a column or an at¬ 
tractive overseas posting) silently 
to swallow gilded injustice. 

An acceptance of this status 
quo probably explains the amb> 
guity of the clause providing for 
action against newspapers, news 
agencies, working journalists and 
editors who may be punished tor 
professional misconduct, offending 
public taste or tor breach of a 
still notional code of ethics. The 
implication is that public com¬ 
plaints against any of these four 
categories will be given a fair 
hearing; protection not extending 
to people within the industry 
where, after all, festers the real 
rot. 

A reporter whose best exposing 
stories are killed by a timid edi¬ 
tor who does not wish to give 
offence to his political masters 
has no redress. An editor whose 
editorial policy is dictated to him 
by the management has no court 
of appeal. And yet, it is in tho 
inter action of these relationships 
that the test of a newspaper's 
fearless freedom really rests. Not 
in decisions as to whether a pic¬ 
ture is or is not in bad taste or 
whether publication of a parti¬ 
cularly salacious piece of gossip 
amounts to professional miscon¬ 
duct. 

Regulation of the chain link 
between usually dictatorial pro¬ 
prietors, often supine editors and 
sometimes enterprising reporters 
so that a newspaper objectively 
mirrors events, highlights abuses 
and offers a balanced view on cur¬ 
rent developments lies beyond 
the capacity of any Press Coun¬ 
cil. It is governed by the inflex¬ 
ible laws of employment. 

Which is why I think that Mr 


L K Advam's hope that a code 
of journalistic ethics will some¬ 
how evolve is ^ust so much 
balonev He is right, of course, 
to have decided against ‘‘formula¬ 
ting” a set of rules. Such an 
arbitrary imposition would be like 
decreeing to make vegetarianism 
mandatory on a desert island 
without any vegetation at all and 
with no prospett of imports 
either. 

But I am no less bewildered by 
tbe idea that a code will “build 
up” after the parliamentary joint 
select lommittee has thoroughly 
examined the matter and on tbe 
basis of case law Reverting to 
my favourite example (not a far¬ 
fetched one incidentally) will it 
become obligatory for dailies to 
publish repetitive letters by the 
same illiterate correspondent at 
least once a month alter he has 
complained six times of being 
ignored by The Statesman ? Or 
will repeated objections to bikini- 
ilad females produce a stem in¬ 
junction against such reproduc¬ 
tion ? 

Finally, there is more than a 
trare of hypociisy about the 
Press Council’s relationship to the 
Government Indeed, two MPs, 
the Muslim League’s Mr. G. M. 
Bapatwalla and Mr B. K. Naif of 
the Congress (I) have already 
drawn attention to this. I am not 
complaining of the fact that a 
chairman selected by a panel 
comprising the Lok Sabha 
Speaker, the Chairman of tho 
Rajya Sabha and a representative 
of the Press Council is bound to 
favour established authority. That 
is a built-in drawback of all 
Indian institutions. Far more im¬ 
portant is the gulf between the 
Government’s professions and its 
practice. 


Apart from the language sug¬ 
gesting a grudging concession, 
"observations" have no discipli¬ 
nary value. Past regimes have 
denied the Council any right to 
hear complaints against the Gov¬ 
ernment, and there is no guaran 
tee that Janata will not repeat 
Mr Niren De’s arguments when 
the crunch comes. 

By trying to be all things for 
all men, the Press Council will 
end up offering nothing—or very 
nearly nothing—to anybody. 

S. K. D-R. 
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KHAAS BAA? 



F OR all the airs or khamfum 
wealth and affluence that the 
Juhu Khans throw around, saying 
that they don’t really need to work 
in films for a living, and that they 
aie well to-jjo with a palatial place 
m Bangalore, where their grand 
mother and mother stay, it seems 
that they are not all that slinking 
rich as they show others According 
to a Bangalorean, who’s been to 
their place and seen how their farm 
ly lives there, they have an ordinary 
looking bungalow, as big as a normal 
three bedroom fiat an Bombay, in 
Cooke’s Town, an oidinary locality 
And to own a bungalow in Bangalore 
is nothing leally gieat — you get 
one foi the price of a fiat in Bom 
bay And the Juhu Khans, having 

lived there all their lives should 
have at least had the biggest and 
best place around the town if (hey 
were so gieat as they say they aie 
They always love splashing a big noise 
around — big banners, big films big 
paities and big scandals 

A ND the latest filmi peison to have 
ronit buck from a phi/ten holi 
day (ill London wheie else ') is 
Hindu I think she s had the Ion 
gest holiday among any ot the others 
wbo’ve been and come — one and 
a half months A real luxury for a 
busy star that too of Jlindu s popu 
lauty How was her holiday’ In 
het best put on accent she could 
only desrnbe it as “Oh it was ree 
eeplly fantastic 1 had lots of fun 
and the weather was lovely "As 
for the lumours about the sudden 
weight she's put on, the extended 
holiday, and the tups to the doctor 
she laughs off the whole thing and 
says ‘No, there’s no baby on the 
way Not so soon, anyway ’ She’s 
alre idy been in the film line over a 
decade and married much moil than 
that Anyway all uedit to hei for 
thinking so young and deciding to 
wait a bit moi e before she gi ts 
bogged down to a baby and all that 

B AsL CHAT7FUJI puts up strong 
defence against any kind of cnti 
asm he is given,* merely because be 
believes m everything he does — 
he’s not one of those flukey directors 
who thiow in a gamble and wait for 
the dice to fall in their iavour H 
was asked why he made Khatta 
Meetha, a film on the Parsis, know 
ing that they are such a small com 
murnty m India He retorted that 
his interest lies m weaving themes 
around untouched subjects — as for 
the “small community” bit, he said, 
don’t we flock to see English movies, 
where neither the culture, nor the 
language, nor the behaviour are our 
own He says he worled in a Parsi 
setup for twenty years as a cartoon 
is( in Blitz, and knows the Parsis 
from a fairly close range Now he’s 
making a film on the Christians al 
though h» can’t claim complete ori¬ 
ginality oil that subject — it’s been 


dune befotc (Mom Dull, by Hnshi 
kesh Mukciji) 

O NE regular personal caller to 
Raakhee’s house on her birth 
day with the usual basket (not bon 
quel) of flowers is Rckha She has 
never missed out a single birthday 
of Raakhee’s tor so many years now, 
right from the time when Raakhee 
and she were not so friendly and new 
to films, and the time Raakhee got 
married, and even now, when Rekha 
has sprouted the new stiff upper lip 
tactics In spite of her recently 
reported meanness to Raakhee on 
the sets of Anchal which they are 
doing together with Anil Ganguly 
— ganging up with Rajesh Khanna 
and teasing her Whatever it is, 
Rekba will always remain an enigma 
— even if she overhauls her charac 
ter for the hundredth time in hei 
film career and declares to the 
world "Now I ve changed (for the 
better) ” 

EE TV SINGH'S loss is Simto 
Patti's gam Ask me how 
Neetu in a rash mood of “returning 
ail her big new films” went and re¬ 
turned a plum role in Mushir Riaz’s 
Shaktt as she returned Rajput and 
Aar Poor. And now, m the set up of 
mighty dramatic artistes, like Dilip 
Kumar, Raakhee, and Amitabh Bach- 


chan, stands none other than Smita 
Pati! in the role menu for Neetu 
While Neetu has given up a once m 
a lifetime chance (don't know why 
they make- such a big thing of it 
anyway) ot woiking with ‘the 
legend’ Dilip during a flourishing 
tarieer, no better chance could have 
fallen into Smita Patti's lap She 
will now move upwards into the 
comniemal stni bracket cand what a 
star biacket) so is it bye bve Benegal, 
and here t conn multistairei-> for 
Smita ’ 


T INA went and did a rash thing by 
talking ot Neetu’s thing Only 
Tina’s thing is not really going to 
aff»ct her career She went and cut 
off her long, silky tresses — which 
made hei look so appealing in Des 
Parde s And almost immediately 

after she cut her hair, she lamcn 
ted, “Oh 1 wish I hadn’t cut my hair. 
Every time I see myself in Dpi Pardes 
Vvith my long hair, I feel like crying at 
what I’ve done” Not that her shoit 
hair looks bad, she looks as sweet as 
ever, if only a bit more Westernised. 
Who put the brilliant brainwave into 
that rash young head of Tina's’ An 
even youngei and more rash head 
than hers — Anju, Sanjay Dutt’s 
younger sister 
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The Chopra murders 

the police telling lies ? 


;((UY children have been murdered. 

1*1 Their bodies are lying on the 
Ridge". This statement made by Capt. 
"M. M. Chopra of the Indian Navy to the 
Ipolice just two hours after he discovered 
that his children were missing, raises 
only some of the innumerable questions 
'which remain unanswered by the patent¬ 
ly ludicrous story about the Chopra mur¬ 
der case which the police have chosen 
to dupe the public with. 

Why did Capt Chopra think of mur¬ 
der instead of an accident, which is the 
normal reaction of parents when their 
Children are missing? How did he know 
where the bodies were ? Why was Capt 
Chopra so evasive about this statement 
of his to the Press and police? The 
; police has consistently refused to answer 
'these questions during the two weeks of 
investigations. Now wi/h the almost in- 
| advertant capture of Billa and Ranga — 
i the alleged assassins — the police are 
only too happy to close the case. 

What is really remarkable about the 
Chopra murder case is not just the tre¬ 
mendous outcry it raised from the Press, 
Parliament and public, nor the massive 
muntrywide manhunt for the killers, nor 
even the over Rs one lakh reward for 
the captors of the murderers, but the 
mystery which continues to shroud the 
killings even after the police claim to 
save solved the case. 

A short perusal of the police story, 
laid to be based on their ‘investigations’ 
tnd the ‘confessions’ of Billa and Ranga, 
lyill catch them out in their own con 
radictions and lies. 

The police say that Geeta and San¬ 
ity Chopra were given a lift from near 
:heir Dhaula Kuan residence by an 
S.N.T. specialist, Dr M. S. Nanda. The 
loctor however categorically denies glv- 
ng a lift to two children resembhng 
tanjay and Geeta. According to the 
folice, the children then took a lift from 
Jilla and Ranga riding in a stolen lime 
mllow Fiat car to All India Radio where 
ieeta was supposed to do a programme, 
h the short (less than three minutes) 
ide from Go) Dakkhana to the Broad- 
asting House on Parliament Street, 
lilla and Ranga suddenly take a drat 
ic decision to abduct the children pre- 
uming that they come from a rich 
amily! The abductors turn the car 
round but find the children more than 
, handful. To subdue them, a pair of 
uch hardened ‘criminals’ and ‘murder- 
n' like Billa and Ranga have not only 
I stab Sanjay 25 times and Geeta six 
pes but the latter actually manages to 
latch away their knife and stab Billa 
1 the forehead- How Geeta, who was 



, The Chopra children: Geeta (left) and Sanjay 


sitting behind Billa, manages to stab him 
on the forehead while lie is driving, is 
of course not explained by the police. 


The police theory of how the killers 
escaped after the murder is as incre¬ 
dible. Instead of washing the car 
thoroughly of bloodstains, fingerprints 
and all evidence and getting out of town 
fast, Billa and Ranga choose to stay on 
in Delhi for days together, After a few 
days Billa leaves for Bombay where the 
police is already on the lookout for him. 
Ranga stays back and a good two days 
after the bodies are discovered on the 
ridge and a massive manhunt is on fur 
Billa, decides to abandon the car (with 
lots of fingerprints and bloodstains fur 
the police to find) near the rented flat in 
Majlis Park where they were staying. 
In fact, Rcrnga claimed after his 
arrest that he was among the crowd 
which had collected around the aban¬ 
doned car when the police came to ins¬ 
pect it. How foolhardy can murderers 
get ? 

Acting even more moronic, Billa 
decide* to come back from Bombay to 
Delhi even though his pictures have been 
distributed to all police stations and 
published in the newspapers. Then he 



Copt M. M. Chopra and his wife 








and Ranga decide to make a trip to Agra 
All this time, the two manage to slip 
past the police checks at the railway 
stations totally unnntnui On Septem 
ber 8, they attain dc ide to- try their 
luck and come back to Delhi They try 
to force their way into a military com 
partmrnt and pick up a tight with 12 
hefty jawans Thus the army makes 
almost a gift of the muidcrers to the 
Delhi Police 

E Billa and Ranga theory had from 
the very beginning seemed contoc 
ted Through deliberate newsleaks to 
selected news correspondents, the police 
had spread the tale of two terrible kil 
lers who hauntea for pleasure and pro- 
fit The two persons nabbed on the 
train to Delhi by the jawans seemed to 
hardly suit the description Both looked 
fairly ordinary crooks at worse The 
name of Billa bad been connected to the 
Chopra murder case on the very day the 
bodies of the children were discovered 
How the police managed to do this with 
out any cnie whatsoever, remains a mys¬ 
tery. A few days later the name of 
Rang* was floated as Billa’s accomplice. 
Then started a mad hunt for people 
answering to the name of Billa and 
Ranga, both of which are fairly popular 
in North India* A number of suspects 


Were caught in ditfeicnt Matos beaten 
up and thnn released One ot them 
turned out to be Ihe sonurylatv of a 
CB1 officir and thi iniidmt was later 
hushed up 

What is even mure mysterious is 
why the police have concocted a story 
which paints them in such bad light 
According to then own story, the police 
had almost no hand in solving the case 
The bodies were discovered by a villa¬ 
ger grazing his cattle on the Ridge three 
days after the police started searching 
the Ridge The abandoned car was not 
found by the police but handed over to 
them by the residents of Majlis Park. 
And ultimately, it was not the police who 
caught the killers but the army jawans 
who took away the reward 

Perhaps the real story of the murders 
lies hidden behind rumours and gossip, 
and some of these stories show the 
Chopra family in a poor light All tbu 
might not seem m good taste, but still 
may be relevant to the case The quev 
tlon remains, although the police might 
not want to answer it who killed 
Sanjay and Geeta Chopra, and with 
what motive ? 

A JOY BOSE 
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Death of an apostle 


P R years, in keeping with protocol, 
two Cardinals sat side by side at 
the vanous Vatican proceedings— 
one as the last Cardinal chosen by 
Pope Pius XII, the other as the first 
chosen by Pope John XXIII Both 
men made church history 

Cardinal Montini, the late Pope 
Paul VI, threw open the gates of 
the Vatican, spiritually and literally 
Valerian, Cardinal Gracias opened a 
new chaptci in Indian ecclesiastical 
affans “Hie Cardmalate of Archbi 
shop Gracias opens the door on a 
new age of the Churrh m India. The 
future historian of the Church in 
India will divide bis history into 
thiee great epochs the era of 
Thomas which is the age of apos 
tolic foundations, the era of Xavici 
which is the age of evangelical ex 
pansion, and the era of Valerian, the 
age in whiih the Church m India 
achieves its lull state and m which 
wc aie all happy and proud to live” 

At 46, Cardinal Gracias became 
one of India's first bishops Six 
years later he was chosen as India’s 
first Cardinal—at 52, a comparative 
ly young man among tHe septua and 
octogenarians The news was unex 
pec ted AH vacancies in the Sacred 
College had been filled and the date 
was set for the official ceremony — 
January 12, 1953 On December 29 
one of the Cardinals died The next 
day, Archbishop Gi arias received the 
m ws that he had been cho,en a 
Prince of the Church fittingly at 
the time, he was in f’rnakulam for 
the centenary celebrations of St 
Thomas one of the original twelve 
Apostles of Christ, the first to bring 
His message to these shores 

Through the ha/e of years, in the 
glare of public life, the past obscures, 
so that it is diflicult to see a person 
for the image 

One secs Cardinal Giacias through 
eves ot those who knew him as a 
boy through the words of the man 
himself who acknowledged his 
humbli beginnings and paid tribute 
to Ins mothei (his father he lost 
when only two) whom he desenbed 
as ‘a tiail wuiking woman with 
hands hardr ned by laboui and 
cheeks luriowtd by cares—poor, yet 
rich in God s blessings, illiterate, yet 
taught in hi aw nly lore” “who not 
knowing how to read, taught her 
only son more than learning could 
teach ' 

Through his fellow seminarians 
who saw in him a dedicated student 
belying the earlier rating still a 
keen spoilsman At Mangalore, at 


Kandy in Ceylon, in Borne dogged 
by ill health, but a determined man 
whom not even a fractured thumb 
could keep from meeting his deadline 
for his doctorate which he dictated 
in toto because he couldn't write or 
type 

Through his superiors Arch 
bishop Goodier wrote “l base 
always looked forward to the day of 
your ordination and beyond it, and 
have thought over the ways you 
might most usefully serve God and 
the Holy Church in future. Now it 
is all over I trust you will go to 



Rome next year to perfect yourself 
Then you will return to India and 
give yourself wholly to His work ” 
Archbishop Lima chose the young 
pi test as his secretary, Archbishop 
Roberts recommended him as a 
Bishop auxiliary 

Through his parishioners and later 
through his entire archdiocese with 
the common touch he never lost 
His phenomenal memory for names, 
and faces In the distant suburbs on 
pastoral visits, be went to each 
home 

Through the little children at Fort 
Convent who wandered over at break 
time for a chat with their illustrious 
neighbour ‘over the fence’ to whom 
the ‘Cardamom’ was a good friend, 
remembered long aftci their school 
days were done As with the young 


boys of St Paul’s Orphanage in 
whose welfare he took a paternal in 
terest visiting even the kitchens 
making sure they were well fed 

Thiough the poor with whom he 
celebrated every occasion some of 
whom “gatecrashed” into the lunch 
for the poor (when he became Car 
dinal) only ‘‘to eat the food blessed 
by the Cardinal” 

Through the youth as Tr Gra 
cias he was Chaplain of the Catholic 
Students’ Union os Cardinal Gia 
cias he never lost touch In fact, 
another memorable moment in the 
celebrations was his meeting with 
students at St Xavier’s quadi angle, 
when he came impressive in lull re 
galia, complete as he pointed out 
with his ‘hat’ (the "red hat’ the 
symbol of a Caidmal, whith on his 
death is hung in St Pott r s at the 
Vatican till it Humbles to dust) 

Thiough the young priests with 
their problems — many who sulloicd 
a crisis of vocation, evt i found in 
him a willing listener The ciders 
with then difficulties even in his 
illness taking the trouble to enquire 
of a parish priest who visited him 
of his affairs which only before he 
went into the nuising home he had 
arranged, to suit all pm ties And the 
oldest, whom he did not foiget, but 
for whom he erected a comfortable 
home in which to spend their 
declining years 

In biotherly love - the motto on 
his coat of arms — he lived it ‘for 
I am a debtor to all” he affirmed in 
his first speech as Cardinal, ‘‘and 
desire to be all things to all men’ 

•Concrete’ testimony in the chur 
ches he built, the schools, colleges, 
papal seminary, medical college 
Reorganisation, rebuilding a pulse 
alwavs on his flock how does one 
contain a phenomenon in a few pages 
or words’ A man who could turn 
his organisational skill with equal 
competence fiom organising two 
major events — the Marian and 
Eucharistic Congresses — to domestic 
trivialities like household accounts 
and minor details like a creaking 
hinge of the tabernacle or cobwebs in 
the chuich corners 

A man, it is said, is no hero to 
his valet, or to amend it a bit, his 
secretary Yet, I know of at least 
two of his secretaries, who left 
their busy parishes to keep nightly 
vigil at his Wdsidc 
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The men who killed Gandhi 


"Ndtluirdm and Apto came, from the way they walked, 
he (Karkare) knew that they had got the revolver " In 
this spellbinding account of the background events 
leading to the assassination of the Mahatma, 
MANOHAR MALGAONKAR leaves no stone unturned 
This is the first sensational extract from the author's 
sensational book, "The Men Who Killed Gandhi" 
(Macmillan) 


E VIIV sinie the* advent of Indepen 
donee, the nation's capital hdil 
been put under one of the most 
pttnmous enatlnunK of the Code 
of (iinunnl Pioccduie — Section 
144, whuh, among othi i things 
empowi rs the aothoutii s to disallow 
sm h publit meltings as might, in 
their opinion disrupt peace ’this, 
in the charged atmosphere of the 
tunes, vutually meant that all public 
meetings had been banned Neverthi- 
less, dm mg the hectic week of 
Gandhi's fast Section 144 had not 
been enfotccd by the Dellu 1’olice 
with then customary stnctness he 
cause Vo many groups of citizens had 
conn toivsaid to deinonstiate their 
zeal foi communal hatmony by niak 
ing public pionounceinents To ban 
their meetings would have made the 
polire look as though they were in 
league with the anti Gandhi/ant! 
Mu dim lac lion <>1 the population 

Suite public meetings ot one kind 
had been allowed to take plate, the 
Delhi unit of the Hindu Mahasabha 
thought ol taking advantage of the 
laxity on the pait of the autho 
rities to sneak m a meeting of their 
own and m ike known to the people 
ot Delhi that then organisation had 
never snbsciibcd to the seven point 
pc lie pledge that had been devised 
to pel suade Gandhi to give up his 
fast 

At fotii o’llock oil the atternoon 
cd lanuaiy 27, they gathered ill 
btiength in of all places, the great 
op* n p ic t in the middle of the 
c ipita » shopping centre Connaught 
Place And * vi n tie ten e the few 
poll*emeu on duty icnliscd that this 
was not ju-,1 inothei meeting called 
by some <i\u gioup to preach ccup 
iminal haimonv speakei alter spea 
krr had got up and din,mined Gandhi 
fot <ocicing tin (iov»rnment into 
piling Hs 5 j cions to a countiy 
thit was at war with India and the 
Govi-i nun nt lor letting Gandhi die 
tatc tii ills to it One speaker liken¬ 
ed G indlu to Hitler and predicted 


that hi would meet Hitlei’s fate 
The meeting passed a resolution le 
jocling th** Peaie Pledge and de 
nounc mg Ine Government toi the 
payment ot the cash balances to 
Pakistan It ended with lousing 
cues ot ‘long live Hindu Unity ' 
Tinn out tin Muslims' Long live 
Madanlal 

long live Madanlal 1 It was 
heresy Lvon the lefugees fiom the 
Punjab must have flinched when 
thi y found themselves called upon 
to join in that uy 

The Govei nment of rouise was 
horrified How could such a meet 
mg have taki n place ill the teeth of 
Section 144 ’ Congressmen thun 
tiered, ofhcials squnniod and looked 
toi scapegoats explanations were 
called for, reprimands doled out It 
was sheepishly admitted that, on the 
part of the administration, there 
had been a “deploi able slip up" 

That the meeting was allowed to 
take plate at all may have been the 
result ot an administrative slip-up, 
but the Delhi Police weie perleitly 
awnie that the meeting reflected the 
mood u nd sentiments of a large 
section ol the i ity’s population, and 
who ran say how many in their own 
ranks were not in sympathy The 
truth was th.it the effect of the 
Peace Pledge was wealing off The 
people ot Delhi had heeded the 
Mahatma’s counsel und stopped kill 
ing the Muslims oi driving them 
out of thmr homes Jn all good 
faith they had waited for a similar 
halt m the atrocities across the 
border There was no such halt 

Gandhi's fast, which Mountbatten 
bad hoped would serve as “the great 
gesture lor Pakistan to act in the 
same way”, had iffected Pakistan 
not at all If anything there had 
been a renewed frenzy ot communal 
inassarie, in. Pakistan and every 
day the papers carried properly 
watered down reports ot whatever 


had happened in the past day or two 
in Dhawalpur, Gujarat, Okha and a 
dozen other places Aftei the first 
horrifying impact, one could only 
think of these incidents in generali¬ 
ties, as a number killed, wounded, 
abducted 

What came to be called “the 
Parachinar tragedy” is, put down by 
Justice Kapur in his report in twenty- 
tin ee words “On the night of 22 
January Parachinar camp was at¬ 
tacked by tribe,men 130 non-Mus 
lims were killed 30 wounded and 50 
abdiu ted ” But in describing the 
fate of those who were “abducted', 
Justice Kapur unnot confine him 
self to cold judicial piose 

The kidnapping ot young women 
and the tie,tinent to which they 
were subjected was a sordid chapter 
in the history of hjnian relations 
They were taken, molested, raped 
passed on from man to man, baitci 
ed, ' ild like cattle, and those who 
were subsequently lescucd gave an 
ac count which yvould be, to put it 
mildly, hau raising 

What a Supieine Court Judge, a 
man trained to look upon the pas 
sions of mankind with godlike de¬ 
tachment, found to be “ham aising” 
was enough to make many Hindus 
and Sikhs blind with rage To them 
a week ol life undti the 'ash of the 
Peace Pledge had been like a pen 
ance Their brethren weic being 
driven out of Pakistan, they them 
selves had no houses to live in, the 
Muslims of Delhi had their houses 
The answer was dear “Turn out 
the Muslims 

To Gandhi, the Parachinar tragedy 
was a i haltenge, "a test of his 
faith" It did not deflect him from 
his objective, which was to make 
the capital of India safe for its Mus 
lims On January 25, he told his 
piayei audience how “it gladdened 
his heart to be told by Hindu and 
Muslim triends that a reunion of 
hearts was in the ionise of being 
established". 

And then he went on to tell his 
audience what a wonderful thing it 
was that the annual Mehrauli urs 
was going to be held from the next 
day 

Mehrauli is a village where the 
cowherds who supplied milk to the 
imperial city had lived from time 
immemorial It is close to the Palam 
airfield, and passengers looking down 
from planes see it as a vast anthill 
cut away from the top. its buildings 
no higher than its heaps of manure. 
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Mehrauli came into its own but 
once a year, when it held a fair to 
honour its holy man, Qutb-ud din 
Mazai, who had lived and died 
there During the wave of the com 
munal riots in and around Delhi 
that had caused Gandhi to go on a 
fast at Mehrauli, too, had been sack 
ed by crowds of Hindus and Sikhs 
They had driven out its Muslim popu 
lation and had smashed the screens 
and lights of the divine's tomb 
When the wave ot violence had sub 
sided, many of the Muslim families 
who had fled from Mehtauli had 
been prevailed upon to go back and 
live in their houses But those that 
had gone back still lived in tenor, 
and they had given up all thought 
of holding the ur*. or fan, which 
that year w t k due to begin from 
January 26 

Gandhi had come forwaid as their 
champion One of the conditions 
that he had laid down upon the 
Hindus and Sikhs of Delhi fur giv 
mg up his fast was that they must 
make it possible for the Muslims of 
Mehrauli to hold then annual i ur 

I In tan thus constituted a major 
point m the seven point Pledge Its 
signatories hid a-,suied Gandhi th it 
‘the annual fur ot Khwaje Qutb-ud 
etin Ma/ir wilt be he lei this yeai as 
in piivious years 

I nr f, melhi the t nr w is altoge 
t *ie i symbolic, tint it i 01 lcl bt held 
at II i(presented to him to (hinge 
of he lit tint he had hnn india 
yuuiing to hung tbout And it wr> 
entire l> fitting that "when em (inn 
lie ’! In* visited the fin the Mu! 

1 es led him light ui“ le tin sluuie 
is ’hough hi was on* ot the msr lyes 
He told them how deeply he w i> 
mo id to a i thi wanton dunjgi 
in the *ii irbl jeietns cue losing the 
inner shiim s 

Gandhi his be in called a sunt a 
villnn a politician a statesman a 
naked fakir and many other things 
but the tew words he now said at 
the iiigmg of the Mullas of the 
Mehrauli shrine are enough to show 
that whatevei else he might have 
been he was above all a truly uvi 
Used man 

“I have never known what it is to 
be rommunal To unite all sections 
and all communities that people this 
vast land of ours have been mv 
dream ever since my childhood, and 
till that dieam is realised my spmt 
tan know no rest ” 

f |*HE Amritsar Express got into 
Old Delhi Station a little before 
noon Nathuram walked up to the 
ticket window showed his second 
class tickets and asked to book a 
retiring room with two heads The 
clerk on duty Sundarilal, told them 
a room would be vacant m an hour 
They whiled away the hour at the 
station itself and soon after one 
o’clock, got into the room, No fc 
Nathuram gave his name as “N 
Benaik Rao’ 



i.o (almry (atloonut Kutty'i impresion of the releiawe of (,undhi t/day 


Soon ot tin bigger railway stn Alt this while the thud man 

tions weii* provided with thi se le Karknre, had been waiting foi them 

tump rooms tor thi use ot tusto. in the park mioss the mad barely 

se*tond class passtngeis who instead two hundred yards may 

ot going to some holt 1 in town could 

stay at the station itself m leason Hi had got into Di lhi the previ 
able comfort The rooms worr large ous evening end he too was camp 

and high ee dinged and provided with mg at the si itmii, but not in a retir 

their own bathrooms they could be ingiooiii He had spreiel his blanket 

occupied only tor twenty tom horns on file plattoim itse II and gone to 

and the* charge foi a double room si ( p among the hundreds of refu 

was Rs 5 Old Delhi Station had gees who had made the railway sta 

seven such retiring rooms him then temporals home till some 

one e ame and eliove the*m away In 
Nathuram and Aptc who had h iel the morning he hid ejueued up for 

a pietty strenuous and tense tune me ot the public ljcalories, washed 

for the past three days, bathed and himself at one ot the public taps and 

(hanged their clothes and then call eaten his breakfast m the tea shop 

mg the shoeshme troy who was at lhen asking one of the lefugees 

tached to the retiring room*., arrang with whom he had stiuefe up a 

ed to have then soiled clothes friendship to mmd his hr d roll, he 

washed Then they went to one ot had gone across to ’he park to start 

the station restaurants, treated them- his vigil 

selves to a good lunch, went back to 

their room and settled down to a It was a raw cloudy morning, and 

long siesta Karharc shivered as he sat perched 
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on the side of the fountain and 
smoked cigarettes. After a couple 
of hours, he had begun to walk slow, 
ly round the park, turning every few 
seconds to look in the direction of 
the entrance. He was by no means 
alone, because many of the refugees 
had overflowed from the station in¬ 
to the Queen's Garden and settled 
down under the great trees, convert¬ 
ing the park into a grubby gipsy 
encampment. 

On one of his rounds, Karkare 
passed a man lighting a kerosene 
stove and brewing tea. Then, from 
a gunny bag the man took out a few 
* cups and saucers and set them out 
'in the dust. When Karkare came 
round again, he saw that four or five 
men and women from among the 
inhabitants of the garden had gather¬ 
ed round and were drinking tea. 
Karkare stopped and asked the man 
If he was selling tea. 

“Yes, Babuji. Just set up my tea 
shopthe man said, waving a hand 
at the array of cups. 

“Shop?” Karkare could not help 
asking. 

“What more does one need to 
support oneself ?” the man answer¬ 
ed. “No one to support, see ! Both 
any sons were killed even aS I looked 
%n. the wife clubbed to death". 

Karkare bad nothing to do. After 
the other customers had gone away, 
he squatted down and paid for an¬ 
other cup white the man talked; and, 
oddly enough, what he was saying 
made Karkare believe that what they 
were about to do was somehow go¬ 
ing to be the answer to all that the 
Hindus and Sikhs had gone through. 

It was just another refugee saga, 
with only slight variations, told 
without bitterness or anger but with 
a sense of resignation. Chased out 
of his home... rescued by soldiers... 
the trek to India... no food and 
water for a whole day and then - a 
dry biscuit... the time thousands of 
them fell like wolves on a man car¬ 
rying a few loaves of bread...Delhi 
at last and a release from purgatory. 
In Delhi he was able to find a place... 
just a lean-to with barely enough 
room for a man to stretch mrt 

“I set up my tea shop there; and 
hen I was driven out." He had 
t his composure. He uttered a 
foul word and betrayed the first sign 
of hatred, anger. 

"Jihan—by onr own soldiers, with 
bayonets—the great man had gone 
on a fast because I had occupied a 
Muslim house. Hah I So they threw 
me out—bodily". 

Karkare wished him luck and got 
up. Then he said : “You know, I 
.too began with no more than what 
f you heve now. Yes. I too started a 
tea shop. I prospered”. 
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Nathuram Codse 


Karkare went back to his post 
near the fountain. The stone was 
now warmed by the sun. He sat 
down, smoking. Soon after five, the 
sun went down and ,a cold wind 
sprang up. The refugees had star¬ 
ted cow-dung fires for cooking their 
evening roUs. Then through the 
smoke he saw them, He had been 
waiting for more thao seven hours. 

N ATHURAM and Aptc came; from 
the way they walked he knew 
that they had got the revolver. 
‘Chalp !’ Nathuram said, ‘Come l* 
And all three walked towards the 
Old Delhi railway station. 

Karkare followed the other two 
into the retiring-room and, as Apte 
shut and bolted the door, Nathuram 
rummaged in his little steel trunk. 
‘Look l|| he said to Karkare. Cradled 
in his hands was a shiny blue-black 
weapon such as he had never seen 
before. 

“But it has no wheel,” he said. 

“It’s an automatic. You just keep 
pressing the trigger and it’ll go on 
firing.” 

“And ammunition?” 



In answer, Nathuram held tip a 
package done up in a handkerchief. 

Like a trophy won by a team, the 
Beretta was passed from hand to, 
hand before Nathuram put it away 
again. “We’ll try it out In the morn* 
ing,” he said. 

After that they walked towards 
Cbandni Chowk, aware of a height¬ 
ened sense of perception, taking in 
the sights and sounds and smells as 
though they were tourists in a 
strange town; and, Uke tourists, they 
•topped in front of a cheap roadside 
photographer** stall and Nathuram 
had fcls picture taken. The photo¬ 
grapher promised three copies with¬ 
in anbour, They spent the time 
eating dinner in a nearby vegetarian 
restaurant, and then separated. Kar¬ 
kare and Apte went to gee a film, 


Nathuram to collect his photographs. 

All that Karkare later remembered 
of the film was that it was in Hindi, 
that it was based on a story of 
Rabindranath Tagore, and that it was 
very long because it was past mid¬ 
night when it finished. The traffic 
on Queen’s Road had all but ceased 
as they walked back towards the 
railway station. At the entrance, 
Apte suddenly stopped and told 
Karkare that he was not going up 
to the room. "He might be sleeping 
and I’d never forgive myself if I 
were to disturb his sleep on his last 
night as a free man.” 

Karkare saw Apte walk back to¬ 
wards Cbandni Chowk; he never dis¬ 
covered where he spent the night. 
He himself slept among the refugees 
on the platform. In the morning, 
when he went up to the retiring-room, 
he found that Apte had alroady 
arrived. Nathuram, Karkare dis¬ 
covered, had slept well. 

Ail three then walked across to the 
non-vegetarian restaurant on the 
first floor for breakfast. As the.y 
were about to order, the waiter gave 
Nathuram and Apte a sweeping 
salaam and a friendly grin and piped 
up in Marathi, "Sahibs you've come 
a long way from home, haven’t you?" 

They stared at him in panic. Then 
Nathuram said : “So have you. The 
last time 1 saw you, you were in the 
Poona station restaurant.” 

“That’s right, aqd I’ve served both 
of you many times there. Trans¬ 
ferred here only a couple of weeks 
ago.” 

The European-style railway res¬ 
taurants were, in those days, given 
under contract to one company, 
Barandon A Co., and waiters were 
constantly being shunted about from 
one railway restaurant to another. 
But it was worrying to be recognised, 
on this of all days. 

The waiter took their orders. But¬ 
tered toast, tea, coffee. After he had 
gone, Nathuram silently joined his 
wrists together as though they had 
been handcuffed, and shook his head 
at the coincidence. As soon as they 
had finished breakfast, they went 
back to their room and locked them- 
, selves in. 

“Nathuram wrote some letters,” 
Karkare later recalled to the author. 
“And we watched in silence. We felt 
already separated from him and 
ashamed of ourselves that we could 
not do more for him. All that we 
could do was to stay with him, till 
the end, to show him that he was 
not alone, that I and Apte -were with 
him.” 

Nathuram wrote three letters. To¬ 
gether with the telegram that Mano- 
rama Salvi had been told to send 
from Bombay, he hoped that these 
lettera would provide Apte and Kar¬ 
kare With adequate aUbie L and ala* 
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explain away their Joint effort of 20 
January as ,r a peaceful demonstration 
that had been spoilt by the rash act 
of a friend." 

The letters were dated that day, 
Friday, January 30. Two of them 
were addressed to Apte at his home 
and office address respectively in 
Poona, and the third to Karkare was 
the same. It was that the recipient 
was bound to be Shocked by Whatever 
Natburam had done; but he had been 
driven to do it because he had found 
that to register protests by bolding 
demonstrations in Delhi was an alto- 
gether futile method. Then he had 
said ; 

My mind is inflamed in the ex* 
treme because I see no solution to 
the political iniquities. I have 
therefore decided on my own to 
take a last and extreme step of 
which you are bound to hear in a 
day or two I am convinced that 
the peaceful demonstrations such 
as the ones wp staged at Pancha- 

? :ani or Delhi will serve no use* 
ul purpose in the present cir¬ 
cumstances. I have therefore deci¬ 
ded to do what I want to do, with¬ 
out depending on anyone else. 
The enclosed photograph should 
be carefully preserved 

Eac* letter contained a copy of 
hNaiharatn's photograph, taken the 
"v^Vious night After that they dis¬ 
cussed the best way for Nathuram 


to get within pistol range of Gandhi. 
They had heard reports that the 
guard at Birla House had been 
doubled and that many plain-clothea 
men had been detailed to move about 
among the prayer-meeting audience 
Thinking a step ahead of both the 
Delhi and Bombay police chiefs, they 
feared that some of these plain- 
clothes men might be from Poona and 
might know them by sight. 

Apte then came out with a sugges¬ 
tion which deserves mention if only 
to show how juvenile his mind was 
— that Nathuram should pretend to 
be an old-fashioned photographer 
and enter the grounds With a camera 
and tripod ana with a black cloth 
draped over his head. 

And when Nathuram turned It 
down Apte came up with something 
equally preposterous. "What about 
a burqua ? Many women go to the 
prayer meeting wearing burquoi." 

A burqua is like a walking tent 
with slits for the eyes, and is com¬ 
monly worn by orthodox Muslim 
women ail over the world. 

"And they’re permitted to sit right 
in the first circle,” Karkare added. 

It was quite true that the women 
who came to the prayer meetings 
cat closest to Gandnl, within eight 
or ten feet, which would bring 
Nathuram dose enough to make sure 


of killing him. 

All three thought It was an excel¬ 
lent idea, and Apte and Karkare 
dashed off to try to get hold of a 
burqua. They knew two or three 
shopkeepers in Chandni Chowk who 
might help, But the shopkeepers 
were Hindus and had no idea as to 
where buy burquoi, which only Mus¬ 
lim women wore. But, seeing how 
disappointed they looked, one or them 
offered to get a burqua from some¬ 
where in half an hour’s time. "For 
what size of woman ?” he asked. 

"Oh, a very tall one," Karkare 
told him. "Not too fat.” 

Within half an hour they were 
back at the man’s shop, and right 
enough ho had a burquo ready. 

It cost them fifty rupees. They 
carried it in triumph to their room 
where Natburam Urrigglad Into it and, 
according to Karkare, looked no dif¬ 
ferent from a rather strapping Mus¬ 
lim lady Then Nathuram tried to 
walk and found himself Stumbling 
at every step: nor could he move his 
anna freely. He peeled the thing 
off and flung it bn the bed. "No 
use," he pronounced. 

"If you only knew how much it 
cost," Karkare complained. 

"What a day to start worrying 
about expenses," Nathuram remarked. 
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Calcutta—lodestone for 
national soccer stars 


Next year may find a number 
of new faces on the Calcutta 
maidan if players from other 
States are allowed to don 
local club colours. ARIJST 
SEN examines the back¬ 
ground to this possibility 
and forecasts what the 
change will mean. 


C ALCUTTA football will move in 
a direction vastly different from 
the one that it had followed {torn 
the early Sixties. The 1979 season 
may usher In a new era of competi- 
tion and a vastly altered line ot 
vision. A veritable deluge of out 
station players is expected to lend 
an extra dimension e.i the rivalry 
existing between the three top trams 
— Mohun Bagan, East Bengal and 
Mohammedan Spoiling — besides 
changing the attitude of officials, 
players and spectators. “Import’ on 
a large scale had ended in the mid 
Fifties. 

What consisted of a stray U'aJo¬ 
nathan and Kosalram a few years 
ago has now taken the form oi an 
epidemic. In 1979, there may be 
about twenty outstation players 
assisting the three big dubs—which 
means almost two out of every three 
regular players donning the famous 
colours. 

Could this mean that Bengal has 
stopped producing outstanding foot 
bailers? This certainly could, ionn 
one opinion, since all the top sides 
have started scrambling for the 
available talent outside the IFA's 

ambit. The actual reason, however, 
is something even simpler. Today, 
it does not matter how one team 
shapes up, or how well a youngster 
is progressing. What matters is the 
number of trophies won. 

On this count, Mohammedan 
Sporting have emerged poorest 

among the Big Three. In fact, the 

term "Big Three" itself has worn 
thin principally because Moham¬ 

medan Sporting have not won a 
major tournament for several years 
—and it is seven seasons- since the 
team won honours at home. Under 
auch circumstances, it is only natur¬ 
al that the club’s influence at the 
national level should wane. But 
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more dangerous for its existence 
is the lack of support from mem¬ 
bers This has been dwindling quite 
alarmingly over the last few years 
and nothing that the club has done 
so far has succeeded in stemming 
the rot. Each year, a few players 
have been recruited from the Ser¬ 
vices and from some States, parti¬ 
cularly in the South. But they have 
contributed little by way of success 
and done almost nothing to salvage, 
even a little of the prestige that 
the club had gained and maintained 
from the earliest days of its exist- 



Manjit Sintih Another godsend for 
East Bengal ? 


Xavirr I’ius : Will he j/rove o boon 
to Mohun Hagan ? 
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cure till the late Sixties. 

It is in this perspective that one 
must judge the hectic efforts of 
T. A. Rahman, a player who had dis¬ 
tinguished himself >n Mohun 
llagan. Bengal and India colours in 
days gone by and who has now taken 
over as coach for Mohammedan 
Sporting. Last yea;, the dub had 
tried, quite unsuccessfully, to get 
some players. Rat, man took no 
chances this: time end hral Najeeb, 
Chatluni and ?ieruaath Philip sign 
over. If the club succeeds in hold- 
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Asha had always wanted 
to be an exponent of 
Bharata Natyam. Now 
her ambition is being 
fulfilled, thanks to her 
parents, who invested 
their money in Bank of 
India's Monthly Income 
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stays intadt, and the 
monthly interest enables 
Asha to meet this extra 
expense every month. 
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mg baric goalkeeper Nasir Ahmed 
and a few of (he other regulars, 
Mohamcddan Sporting should have 
an impressive lineup when the 
teams regroup for the 79 struggle. 

East Bengar were another side 
badly hit by AfFF’s Buie 33, an anti¬ 
quated and thoroughly unjust law 
that says that a player should be 
compulsorily put In hibernation for 
six months at a stretch every time 
he decides to switch Slates. Their 
bid to get Shabbir Ali at the start 
of the 1978 season failed. It was 
very late in the schedule that the 
AIFF relented and agreed that a 
technical snag should not ruin a 
player’s career. This year, the club 
fared very poorly in the Senior Divi¬ 
sion League and some officials 
located the problem in the indiffer¬ 
ent performance of the local play¬ 
ers. So they went out in a big way 
in search of talent throughout the 
country. 


club intends to get Paulose and them the opportunity of vying tor a 
Devraj and maybe Kumar, if position in the Indian squad that 
Mohammedan Sporting cannot get will be participating in the Asian 
to him. Games this December. 


‘kJN this effort, they had a stroke of 
> a good luck. Leader’s Club, one of 
t the premier soccer outfits in the 
country from 1958, was disbanded 
quite suddenly this year. This threw 
-several players out of gear, promi¬ 
nent among them being Harjinder 
Singh, the 23-year-old wonder, Man- 
jit Singh who, only a couple of 
years ago left a prestigious job in 
the Border Security Force and Gur- 
dev Singh, the deep defender who 
distinguished himself in the last 
National Championship In Calcutta, 
East Bengal were quick to swoop 
down on these three. It la quite clear 
now that at least the first two will 
•be donning red and yellow ahirts 
heat season- From the South, the 


Mohun Dagan, who have had a 
string of successes from the time It 
won the IFA Shield last year, have 
come off worst in the rat race. The 
rlub has so tar managed to get only 
Xavier Pius and is making half¬ 
hearted attempts to sign over goal¬ 
keeper Brahmanand and Francis 
D'Sou/a, the latter one of the hap¬ 
less transfer victims this year. 

The reason for Mohun Sagan's 
poor showing in the transfer market 
is not a sudden reawakening of local 
loyalty. It is just that the dub is 
going through a difficult financial 
phase. Internal squabbles have 
suddenly resulted in’an acute short¬ 
age of funds, generous helpings of 
which have, in the past, been 
syphoned off to transfer bargains. 
Harjinder and Maniit had first 
written to the Mohun Bagan offldals, 
wanting to loin the chib, but the 
authorities declined the offer. By 
the time the infighting ends, tee 
transfer season wilt he over. 

But this depends 'in wh.it derision 
the AIFF ultlmaU lv teke on the 
transfer Issue. There has been a 
move, particularly from the Punjab 
and Kerala associations, to have tho 
last date of Inter <!*j? ■ transfers 
Shifted from * minuet >. 1978 to 
January 31, 1879. This would allow 
every player seeking a transfer to 
assist his erstwhile State in the 
National Championship and then 
playing under the association of his 
choice. More important, this 
amendment would give the best of 


If the rule is altered, however, 
even more players may be seen in 
action in Calcutta next summer. The 
three clubs will surely send observ¬ 
ers to the current Nationals, being 
held, in Srinagar, to scout talent. 

But what will Calcutta gain by 
this exodus from other States? 
Surely, the standard of soccer may 
be better than what one has just 
witnessed. The competition will also 
be far keener between the top three 
— unlike in 1978, when the scales 
were heavily tilted in favour of one, 
to the exclusion of the other two. 

But one section that will certainly 
suffer (s that of the players. Local 
“stars" will naturally have to take 
a back scat. Promising players in 
the so-called junior clubs will be 
denied opportunities for the further 
flowering of their talent — which 
they can realise only If they have a 
hJg-club tag. This influx may also 
result in a stubborn stand by the 
iengsU players already assisting 
Ihe Big Three. A realignment of 
forces — a major one at that — may 
thus be Inevitable. 

Whatever the outcome, one fact 
that enieiges clearly is that this 
move to get a host of readymade 
materi, om different centres is, in 
effect, acting as a big boost to pro¬ 
fessionalism in soccer. It is, clear 
now that the Big Three are only 
interested in winning laurels, even 
if that comes at the cost of snuffing 
out talent before it has bloomed. 
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- Now the grandson 


FOR THOSE who are fed up with 
reading exposes on Kanti Desai. 
here is another one. This time 
the Prime Minister’s son is not 
alone. Papa Kanti arranged 
a job for nis son in a well-known 
Bombay Arm — something very 
natural for an influential father 
to do. But when the Enforce¬ 
ment Directorate of tbe Union 
Finance Ministry decided to con¬ 
duct raids on the Arm’s premises, 
the Prime Minister’s grandson 
was furious. He sought his 
father’s good offices and Kanti- 
bhai promptly ordered a senior 
functionary of the PM’s office to 
do the needfuL 

The Union Minister of State for 
Finance, Satish Ajggarwal, who is 
the Minister in-charge of the 
Enforcement Directorate, expres¬ 
sed his inability to stop the pro¬ 
cess of raids and scrutiny of tho 
Arm’s accounts. But he also let it 
be known to the caller that he 
had nothing to do with the raids 
and it must have been ordered in 
routine course by officials based 
in Bombay. The end result was 
that the enforcement proceedings 
against tbe Arm continued with¬ 
out any hindrance. Now Kanti- 
bhai is crying for the blood of 
Satish Aggarwal. 


Madhu's lone battle 

MADHU LIMA YE is a dejected 
man today. Some of his former- 
comrades in the erstwhile Socia¬ 
list Party led by the Union Indus¬ 


tries Minister, George Fernandes, 
have refused to endorse bis line 
that ail former Socialists in 
Morarji’s Council of Ministers 
should quit their posts. Madbu 
told his former Partymen that 
such a step would save the Soda- 
lists from carrying the stigma of 
being part of tne increasingly un¬ 
popular Desai Government. He, 
however, made it dear that it was 
not this intention to break away 
from the ruling Party. The for¬ 
mer Sodalists, according to 
Madhu’s plan, could continue to 
support the “Government on merit 
from outside”. 

Madhu's strategy was discussed 
at a secret conclave of former 
Socialists early in September. 
Even Mrs Mrinal Gore, the fire¬ 
brand Lok Sabha member from 
Bombay, went along with George 
in turning down the “quit Govern¬ 
ment" proposal. Undaunted, 
Madbu dashed off a letter to tbe 
Janata Parliamentary Party gene¬ 
ral secretary, Murli Manohar 
Joshi, which contained a virtual 
charge-sbeet against the Party 
leadership. 

Despite his isolation among the 
former Sodalists on the question 
of quitting the Desai Ministry, 
Madhu has succeeded in his cru¬ 
sade against tbe Prime Minister. 
He has stolen the thunder of Raj 
Narain and Co. He has given an 
ideological turn to the in-flghting 
among Janata leaders. In his 
crusade Madhu has the solid back¬ 
ing of Rabi Ray, Biju Patnaik, 
and believe it or not, Chandra- 
shekhar. 


Political relief 


INDIRA GANDHI never had it 
so good A clever politician whose 
sole ploy these days is to trade 
on Janata's follies, the Congress 
(I) president gained enough sym¬ 
pathy and friends in the Capital’s 
recent floods. In Model Town, a 
posh North Delhi colony, which 
was under eight feet of water 
for three days, Mrs Gandhi chided 
the local Congress (I) chief H. K. 
L. Bhagst for sitting quietly in his 
flooded house and not stirring out 
to help the flood victims. 

At another place during her 
much publicised tours of th? 
flooded colonies in Delhi, Mrs 
Gaudhi admonished the Youth 
Congress <1) workers who were 
disributing “puris and alioo” to 
the marooned for not displaying 
the Party flag on their jeep. 
When a YC (I) worker suggested 
that they had not done so for 



fear that people may mistake 
them to be “Chavan Congress” 
volunteers, Mrs Gandhi retorted 
harshly: “For people there is only 
one Congress.’ Within hours the 
eep had a large-size Party flag 
iuttering on a make-shift mast. 

Incidentally Mrs Gandhi made 
it a point to be tbe Arst to reach 
the house of the next of kin of 
the family which lost 13 of its 
members in a boat tragedy in the 
recent floods in the Capital. 



Nanajis worry 


NANAJI DESHMUKH is wor¬ 
ried after seeing a cover story in 
SUNDAY (September 10). He 
thought it At to issue a state¬ 
ment against it. What surprises 
D. E. Nlzamuddin is that Nanaji’s 
mounthpicce weeklies Ora<mtser 
and Panehjanya were the Arst to 
flash the news that President 
Sanjiva Reddy was interested in 
prime ministership. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Indeed that's the motto behind the creetion of 
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NEWS 


Censor's scissors reappear in 
AIR and Doordarshan _ 

Seventeen blacklisted : on whose orders ? 


S CISSORS have once again been 
taken out of drawers at All 
India Radio and Doordarshan. The 
censors have become more overtly 
active Seventeen people have recent¬ 
ly been banned from speaking on 
the radio or from appearing on tele¬ 
vision 

There are no circulars yet But a 
list of 17 names has been circulated 
amongst the staff. They have been 
asked to read the list and sign it 
“The gang of 17” has been describ¬ 
ed as “vociferous supporters of the 
Emergency”. Most of them, in fact, 
are academics or journalists who 
had during the Emergency become 
prominent tadio and television stars. 

The seventeen are Dr Charanjeet 
Chanana. economist and M P , Mr 
Vishwabandhu Gupta, editor of Sun 
and Tej, Mrs Shvantala Pappu, seni¬ 
or advocate of the Supreme Couit. 
Mr Akshay Kumaj" Iain, former edi 
tor of Nav Bharat times. Dr V P 
Dutt former Pio Vue Chancellor of 
Delhi University and piesently, pro¬ 
fessor ot Chinese studio* at Delhi 
Umveisity and member of Rajya 
Sabha, Prof A M Khusrn Vice- 
Chancellor of Aligaih Muslim Uni- 
veisitv, Dr P K Tnpathi, professor 
of Delhi University’s Law Faculty 
and a iormei member of the Law 
Commission Ibc journalists on the 
list are Mr Rashid Tahb, assistant 
editor, Hindustan Times, Mr Girlsh 
Mathur of New Wave, Mr R D 
Rwatra, a political commentator, Mr 
Vmod Mishra of Hindustan, Mr B 
K Josh! and Mr Vishnu Dutt from 
the National Herald, Mr V D Chopra 
of Patriot, Mr Shrikant Varma apd 
Mr D R Goyal of Secular Damocraetl 

Mr Khushwant Singh is apparently 
the latest addition, although he does 
not figure on the list as yet. 

The censor’s scissors were never 
really obvious—except of course dur¬ 
ing the Emergency. But they really 
gathered layers of dust when they 
were completely discarded and al¬ 
most forgotten after the Lok Sabha 
elections in 1977. 

One of the former AIR men who 
has been transferred elsewhere, told 
me that March 23, 1977 to Septem¬ 
ber 1977 were “euphoric days.,....the 
real day.i of freedom which had not 
even existed before the Emergency 
was declared”. 


“Nothing was really blacked out, 
but the Prime Minister's PR men 
would always be on the Une, they 
would always call me and try to give 
instructions 1 ' 

The present Government, he feels, 
Is not increasing its hold on the 
media It all began last year when 
Mrs Gandhi starting appearing in 
the news quite often Her refusal 
to appear before the Shah Commis¬ 
sion, her arrest in October, and a 
bit later her convention and the Con¬ 
gress split. Her comeback into poli¬ 
tical limelight coincided with the in¬ 
creased coverage of her in the Press. 
And, the present Government, this 
official feit, started to get worried of 
even if her name was mentioned. 

It seems that Janata Party mem¬ 
bers (and inteiestmgly enough even 
Congressmen) started complaining to 
Mr L K Advani, the Infoimation 
and Broadcasting Minister, that Mrs 
Gandhi’s name was being mentioned 
too often 


4<TF ONE man can close the skies, 

1 another can open it,” says Mr 
D. C. Mchra (alias ‘Tiny’ Mehra), 
representative fot Asia ot Free Skies 
Airways of Luxembourg who are 
planning to introduce scheduled 
nights between Europe and the In 
dian sub-continent at less than hall 
the fare that is being charged now 
by international airunes, including 
Air-India. 

Nobody likes to pay more for any¬ 
thing, more so wnen the payment 
Involves thousands of rupees. That 
Is exactly the reason why projects 
like Free Skies Airways aie born. 

Just imagine what the Luxem¬ 
bourg company is offering for In 
dians travelling to Europe or the 
U.K. Compared with £320 being char- 

? cd now by Air-India and other 
ptemational airlines for a return 
journey, the new company offers it 


Recently, there was a Uttle list 
published ot the number of times 
various politicians, including Mrs 
Gandhi had been mentioned in radio 
broadcasts. 


Some of the journalists who were 
regulars on television and radio even 
complained to Mr Advani that they 
were not being railed by the AIR 
and Doordarshan any more. They 
denied the fact that they had sup¬ 
ported the Emergency. The former 
AIR official then produced their 
scripts, Including the original one of 
a editoi of a Hindi journal who had 
claimed that his script on the bene¬ 
fits of the Emergency had beqn 
changed 


“I can hardly count on my fingers 
the number of journalists who did 
not want to write scripts during the 
Emergency", he recalled. 

MADHU JAIN, New Delhi 


for just £160. Single Journey will cost 
£85 The £160 saved on a return 

j ourney ticket to Europe is over Bs 
1.500. Who will not like it? The 
amount can cover the cost of your 
stay abroad. 

The concept is not new. Sir Freddy 
Laker has done it across the Allan 
tic The ’Laker train’, as the service 
Is called between New York and 
London, has been in operation for 
three years. So some wise guys 
thought “why not the Asians also 
deserve such an inexpensive trans 
portation by air?" The result is the 
formation of Free Skies Airways of 
Luxembourg. 

Why Luxembourg, one might ask. 
According to Mr Mehra, the project 
has been started by five Asians (now 
British citizens) settled in Britain 
with a capital of $300,000. In Luxem¬ 
bourg one has no taxes to pav, ex- 
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An Asian ’Laker train' 
in the offing ? 

A trip to Europe may cost Rs 2,500 less 

















! plains Mr Mehra, the company’s 
'representative. 

Though the company's reprsenta 
tive in Asia, 'Tiny 1 Mehra almost 
looks the brain behind the whole 
project. He is not ‘tiny’ either. Six 
root and one inch tall, he weighs 
500 lbs. And he has pot all his weight 
behind the project. A teetotaller 
and a non-smoker, 'Tiny' Mehra 
hails from an Amritsar family and 
at 51, this Punjabi's robustness and 
lusty cheerfulness is infectious. 

“God willing, Free Skies Airways 
will extend this facility between Near 
East and Far East and Asia, and to 
.the continent of America and South 
America very soon,” says Mr Mehra. 

According to the Free Skies Air¬ 
ways project, the company will ope¬ 
rate scheduled flights between two 
convenient points in Europe and the 
U. K. and two convenient points in 
the sub-continent of India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka. 
There will be a stop en route in the 
United Arab Emirates. Modern wide- 
body aircraft will be chartered and 
experienced personnel will fly the air¬ 
craft Refund can be obtained, on 
production of the unused ticket, if 
one does not use the flight. Both 
vegetarian and non-vegetarian meals 
will be provided on board the air¬ 
craft and drinks “at reasonably low 
rost." 


"AH this is very fine, but when 
ore the flights starting and where 
can one buy the tickets?” is the 
question every reader who is a pros¬ 
pective passenger will be asking. 

To begin with, Free Skies Air¬ 
ways will not be picking up Indian 
passengers from Indian soil. Tbis 
cannot be done under the present 
polity of the Government of India. 
So they are negotiating with Pakis¬ 
tan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka 
and Male. Most probably, flights of 
Free Skies Airways may start from 
Male. 

So all an Indian has to do is to 
fly to Male by Indian Airlines and 
then take the Free Skies Airways 
flight. Where to buy the ticket? Free 
Skies Airways will have sales offices 
in India which will give a confirmed 
reservation on their flights. So one 
goes up to Male, pays the fare there 
nM^oards the plane to Europe. 

ra"Have you asked Government of 
fdia for facilities to land and pick 
up passengers?” correspondents ask¬ 
ed Mr Mehra at a Press conference 
in New Delhi recently. “No, we have 
not applied to the Government of 
India. There is no reason to apply 
to the Government. I wan’ the peo¬ 
ple of India to go and tell the Gov¬ 
ernment,” Mr Mehra replied. 

Being on a food wicket, Mr Mehra 
knows there will be pressures in 
favour of Free Skies Airways ope¬ 
ration from India. Firstly, they will 
be touching UAE (United Arab 


Emirates) en route, which means the 
growing volume of people going to 
Gulf countries can take advantage of 
the flight. Secondly, Indian Airlines 
will be a major beneficiary, as any¬ 
one wanting to catch a Free Skies 
Airways flight will have to fly to 
Male or any other near point by IA. 
Thirdly, a sizable portion of the 
Jumbo-load of passengers Free Skies 
Airways will be bringing from Eu¬ 
rope are likely to visit India, which 
means more business for all those 
connected with the travel trade. 

The only objection w<U be that 
Air-India's trade will be affected. 
But Mr Mehra says this will be 
more than made up by the inflow of 
foreign exchange tne tourists will be 
spending in India by paying for IA 
flights, hotel expenses, hire charges 
for cars and buses, the purchases 
they will be making, etc. 

Mr Mehra said Free Sieves Air¬ 
ways proposed to start the service 
in October next—it possible on 
October 2, Gandhiji’s birthdav. 
“Mahatma Gandhi gave fieedom to 
the counliy; why not Free Skies 
Aiiways restore freedom of the 
skies” seems to be the philosophy 
of Mr Mehra. 

There are 5,000 people taking off 
from India every day for destina¬ 
tions abroad, and Air-India gets only 
about 500 of these passcngeis, Mr 
Mehra explains The rest go to for 
eign airlines. Why not we get a 
major share of this traffic, since 
most of them are West bound, asks 
Mr Mehra 


A T THIS point early in the morn¬ 
ing a bearer walks into Mr 
Mehra’s Ashoka Hotel room as I was 
talking to him and after placing a 
bowl of iiuits on a nearbv table, he 
asked Mr Mehra to sign a bill foi 
Rs. 35. A naturally indignant Mr 
Mehra explains to the bearer that 
he is not going to be a sucker 
"fin not going to buy two bananas, 
a couple of apples and oranges 
for Rs. 35. Tell the general manager 
that he should present me a bas 
ket of fruits instead. I’ve taken five 
rooms in the hotel and this is the 
least he can do for me,” he tells the 
Nearer. 

I have tio other option but to 
agree with Mr Mehra, because a 
bowl of fruits comes "free” along 
with the room charges In many 
Dther five-star hotels one has seen. 
But it is surprising Ashoka Hotel 
in New Delhi should be doing this 
after so many years in business. 

This only proves Free Skies Air¬ 
ways' point. Cut out the frills and 
yon can fly your passengers at half 
the fare, provided you fill the air¬ 
craft And why not? Why should a 
plane be flown at one-third the capa¬ 
city, with fuel costs soaring high 
every day, thus squandering and 
wasting asset In terms of natural re¬ 
source! 1 


These hotels will be three storied 
tnd entirely an-conditioned. No 
ifts. Each room will have four 
ieds, each bed costing five dollars. 
If someone wants to take the entiie 
room, he or she pays $20, which is 
still cheaper than five-star hotels. 
But if four people want to share it, 
there will be a twin-bed and two 
sofa-cunt-beds, plus attached bath¬ 
room. He plans to put these hotels 
up in three months. 

With 300 lbs to carry, one would 
think Mr Mehia will be a slothful 
pei son. He is certainly not. Apait 
from being an engineer and musi¬ 
cian, his hobby is horse riding — 
one should not envy the poor horses'. 

Mr Mehra’s gieat grandtathei, 
Raja Singh Kalyan Singh Rai liaha 
dur, established a company m 
Amritsar 125 years ago to expot t 
green tea. From green tea exports 
to transporting passcngeis across 
continents is a big step And "Tiny” 
Mehra is determined to bring this 
about. 

F REE SK1E5 AIRWAYS operations 
will create a million jobs m 
Asia in industries conm cted with 
travel trade, and not even the Janata 
Government has such a piogiamme, 
claims Mr Mehra 

By setting up hotels f.u away 
from tiie inetiopolitan centres, Mr 
Mehra’s idea is to take the tourists 
away iiom these crowded cities and 
open the mtenoi of India to them. 
One of these 1 whethei Amritsar, 
Trivandrum. Hsdeiabad oi Banga¬ 
lore. may one day become the land¬ 
ing and take-off point lot Fiee Skies 
Aiiways. 

Opening an air-caigo seminar in 
New Delhi in July, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter himself pleaded for reduction 
of passcngei fares and freight rates, 
without the airline companies hav 
ing to lose money. If someone lost 
money, then there would not be any 
service, Mr Morarji Desai had 
stated. 

The Prime Miqister’s appeal is 
still valid. The ‘P’ ioim has been 
abolished; there is no difficulty in 
getting foreign exchange to travel 
abroad; the air traffic to the Gulf 
countries is booming. From the Free 
Skies Airways’ point ot view, there 
could not have been a more appro¬ 
priate time lor launching such a 
project 

"God made the universe, includ¬ 
ing the skies. Man eventually dis¬ 
covered the continents and further 
split into small countries. But no one 
has a right to close the skies; if 
some one does, another can re-open 
it." That is the philosophy on which 
Free Skies Airways is born. That is 
a quotable quote of ‘Tiny’ Mehra 
who intends to see the project a 
success. 

S. C ANANTHARAMAN, 

New Delhi 
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Id celebrated with violence 


Rare Hindu-Muslim clash at Pernambut 


away, does with sallvat- 
tarecl At the bird*—with 
nbiit, a tannery town, 
Madras, reeked of eagla 


Add to these, the ravages of a 
communal freoiy witnessed in the 
last week of August. Over 100 houses 
destroyed, four tanneries gutted, 7S0 
people rendered destitute, one 
woman killed and an all-pervading 

^ here of terror and gloom. 
F the town’s 40,000 population 
lim and it is this community 
which has suffered heavily. Natural¬ 
ly, even the festive day of Id lacked 
an evanescent air. 

The Pernambut tragedy is some¬ 
thing new to Tamil Nadu : Hindu- 
Muslim clashes are indeed rare here. 
The English newspapers in Madras 
gave very skimpy reports of what 
had happened in Pernambut: 
skimpy and vague. The chief repor¬ 
ter of a leading daily apologised to 
a delegation from Pernambut about 
hla inability to carry a detailed report 
because of the Government flat to 


water down communal and caste 
clashes. 

Maybe MGR thought the suppres¬ 
sion of such news Items would pre¬ 
vent more communal clashes. But 
what prevented his Government 
from rehabilitating the 750 people ? 
Even a week after the communal 
riot, the homeless people were being 
fed by the community kitchens set 
up by the mosques. 

The genesis of the conflict, and the 
concomitant violence is vague : two 
dozen stories circulate, some sug¬ 
gesting the blame be placed on the 
Hindus, others accusing the Muslims. 
The most plausible version this 
correspondent heard was of a quar¬ 
rel between a handful of Hindu land¬ 
owners and Muslim tanners when 
the former organised the provocation 
through hired musclemen. 

The first provocation came on 
July 27 when the Hindus on the 
periphery of the town took a Kavadi 
procession through the Muslim area 
on the way to a temple. A silly 
quarrel took place between the 
Hindus and Muslima and insults 
were hurled all around. That even¬ 


ing 13 huts belonging to Muslims 
were gutted and two tanneries were 
set on fire. “Death to the beef¬ 
eaters," A few people were heard 
shouting. Mischief, makers roamed 
the streets near the mosque singing 
aloud a silly, popular number from 
a Tamil film, which begins in Hindi. 
“mera naam abdulla ... kao pio ... 
rasgulla ..." The die was cast for a 
major showdown. 

And yet the Muslim community 
refused to strike back. “True, we’re 
in a majority in the town but look 
at the neighbourhood : we’re sur¬ 
rounded by caste Hindu villages", 
said Siraj. a city-educated leather 
technician. “And we remembered 
the cordial atmosphere that has ex¬ 
isted between the two communities 
for decades." 

Following the July 27 incident a 
peace committee was formed but it 
could achieve little. The Hindu lea¬ 
ders tried their best to assure the 
Muslims the next Kavadi procession 
would be peaceful. But did the 
Hindu leaders know that hundreds 
of outsiders would join the Kavadi 
procession and its strength would 
swell to 5,000? 
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SIGN PROBLEMS ? 

BOROLINE 

Antiseptic Perfumed Cream 

has good news for you 

Regular use of Boroline keeps your 
skin healthy and problem free all year 
round. The gentle healing qualities 
of Boroline help prevent dryness, 
chapping and rashes and aid in 
curing minor cuts and wounds. 

Trust Boroline to help you solve 
minor skin problems. 



4 




5. D. PHARMACEUTICALS LTD. 

sown HE HOUSE • CAICUTTMOO 00 J 




gsTTI 

* J tovioi 


stinted niovtng \._ 
policemen add die 
tote compViv. TfeetrouWe starts 
near the biggest mosque (the town 
-has 14 moaque*). the Hindus claim 
they tound a few MuaUms provoking 
them. The MuaUms claim a few 
slippers flew into the mosque and 
this provoked them to swear since 
they will not stand their mosques 
being desecrated. 




Tear gas shells were used when 
violence was in sight. For some 
time it looked as if the commotion 
had subsided. But three hours later 
there was a widespread power failure 
and suddenly a fire erupted in seve¬ 
ral Muslim pockets, particularly 
those inhabited by the poorest Mol 
workers. In a matter of thirty 
minutes, some hundred houses both 
small and medium, as well as a 
doten thatched huts were rased to 
the ground. One Ayisha Bi sustained 
severe burn injuries end died after 
a couple of days. Four more tanne¬ 
ries were damaged and a small mos¬ 
que in the village of Periya ThalmaL 
cheru was razed to the ground. 


The Hindus one spoke to were 
quite surprised at the sudden des¬ 
truction “It is certainly not our 
work \ said a theatre owner. “There 
have been a few misunderstandings 
between us for some months now but 
we would never dream of doing 
such teirible things”. The Hindus 
residing in the town had reasons not 



MGR: suppression of newt doesn’t 

____ 

to get caught in the vortex of a 
communal flght: though segrega¬ 
ted, the two communities depend 
heavily on each other for trade and 
other purposes. 

Following the violence, the police 
posse was Increased and Section 144 
was announced. But there is very 
little evidence that the police action 
generated any feeling of security. 
When this reporter visited the scene 
of violence, unannounced, he found 
three hundred-odd impoverished 
Muslims living in camps, apart from 
those whose nuts were rased by the 
f.re These three hundred people 
lived on the periphery of the town, 
very near a caste village. 

The police officers to whom this 
reporter spoke were not really in¬ 
terested in creating confidence among 
the Muslims. One officer Bald bland- 


far : "They ere the majority. Why 
» they need ue V’ Another blamed 
the Muslims without any hesitation. 
“Why did they close their shops when 
the trouble broke out the first time’” 
he asked. “Naturally the Hindus 
Were greatly inconvenienced". The 
Muslim shopowners maintain, and 
rightly so, that they were more 
handicapped when they pulled down 
the shutters of their shops, “ft 
meant loss of revenue. Most of ns 
are small businessmen. If there was 
enough police protection, we wouldn't 
have closed the business”. 

Pernambut is a reserved consti¬ 
tuency and active politics is alien to 
the village. Even the Muslim 
League has not been very active but 
political Parties have sought to make 
a capital issue out of the tragedy. 
The DMK has accused the ruling 
Farty of having neglected the mino¬ 
rities and some politicians have 
sought to give a peculiar twist to 
the happenings oy describing the 
violence as the result of the class 
conflict “It was a rebellion by the 
ehamara who work for such low 
wages in the Muslim tanneries”, 
said a newspaper correspondent But 
a handful of chomars stoutly denied 
their involvement. “Low wages are 
nothing new to us”, said one of 
them. “But at least the Muslims 
give work to our wives and child¬ 
ren * the caste Hindus keep them 
out”. 

J M. MENEZES, Madras 


Shalimar: Vikas's multi-lingual bonanza 


I T was Freedom at Midnight 
which set the ball rolling The 

F ublishers, Vikas, took the cue 
roin this instant bestseller on 
the last days of the British Raj 
in India and went on to bring 
out the first books on the Emer¬ 
gency. Books on Instant history’ 
sold very well as the income tax 
returns of some of the authors 
amply testify But now Vikas 
has come out with another magic 
formula: Manobar Malgaonkar’a 
Shalimar based on the film script 
by Krishna Shah. Shalimar has 
been already made into a film 
which is due to be released 
shortly in India and abroad. Every 
copy of the book will surely pro¬ 
vide publicity for the film. To 
whom the profits will eventually 
accrue—the publisher or the film 
h ij, producer, is difficult to say. 


Behind the phenomenal success 
of Vikas Publishing House is a 
brilliant dynamic salesman, Mr 
Narendra Kumar, fa managing 
director his achievements are as¬ 
tounding. The ‘peculiar' nature 
of the new book, Shaiwiar poses 
problems never experienced be¬ 
fore; the novel is aimed at both 


rural and urban readers. Will the 
book sell? It is a question load¬ 
ed with speculation because the 
hurdles are very many. Mr 
Narendra Kumar is confident 
about the new venture* "This is 
a good book of fiction and it will 
create new records. We will be 
creating many ‘firsts’ with this 
book*’ lie asserts 


Shalimar is the first book to be 
published in both library and 
paperback editions at the same 
time. Its three simultaneous edi¬ 
tions are in English, Urdu and 
Hindi. Mr Narendra Kumar ex¬ 
pects the bdok to sell over a 
million copies. The Hindi paper¬ 
back editions are expected to sell 
the most The decision to print 
the book in Hindi was only logl- 
cal—an estimated eight lakhs 
should sell according to Mr Ku¬ 
mar. Urdu protagonists have 
every reason to feel proud about 
the equal treatment meted out to 
the language by Vikas. 

A detailed publicity boost-up 
baa been planned out by Mr 
Narendra Kigner. Full page ad¬ 
vertisements‘have been already 


released in leading journals Pos 
ters and film trailers will also 
advertise the book Counters to 
sell the book will be set up at 
petrol pumps, record shops, phar¬ 
maceutical stores, cinema houses 
and departmental stores all ovei 
the country In the Delhi Can¬ 
tonment area, the biggest sari 
shop will market the book In 
Chandigarh, a number of restau 
rants will give out free copies of 
the book — a paperback edition 
with each sale up to Rs So and 
hardbound editions with sales 
worth Rs. 100 and above. 

Shalimar T shirts will also be 
distributed with copies of the 
book This of course leaves out 
the Shalimar melas when 3,000 
shops in all major cities will dis¬ 
play only Shalimar in their win¬ 
dows. 

Whether the book will be a 
bestseller or not remains to be 
seen But one thing is certain — 
Mr Narendra Kumar has surely 
created history in Indian publish¬ 
ing industry. 

UDAYAN SHARMA, 

New Delhi 
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VARIETY 


Sunday week 


Beginning October 1 

This week the Sun, Rahu and Mercury are conjoined in Virgo. Venue, Mare and Uranus are conjoined in Libra and 
Neptune la In Scorpio. Kethu alone la in Pisces, Jupiter is in Cancer and Saturn alone is In Leo The Moon will be 
moving through Virgo, Libra and Scorpio from Leo. 


ARIES (March 21 — April 20) Do not neglect 
your business affairs Your keen interest In 
Intellectual pursuits will lead to success Defer 
courtship and refrain from dubious love adven¬ 
tures which may lead to loss or disappointment 
Domestic and social activities are well augured. Qood 
dates: 2, 3 and 4. Lucky numbers: 2 and 4 Favourable 
direction: South. 


LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) Seek the 
advice of elders In the family and do not enter 
Y /[\ Into conflict with either younger people or those 
JLta in authority. Unexpected gains through inherit- 
L ance and partnership ventures are Indicated. 
While secret matters progress, new and original Ideas will 
lead to improvement in your business affairs. Qood dates: 
2, 3 and 6 Lucky numbers: 7 and 8 Favourable direction: 
North. 



TAURUS (April 21 — May 22) Good fortune 
will come to you In unexpected ways. Dis¬ 
appointment in love or In your domestic life Is 
likely Children and young friends will contri¬ 
bute to your happiness. Concentrate on business 
expansion and make changes only if really necessary. Good 
dates: 1. 3, 4 and 6 Lucky numbsrs: 1 and 5 Favourable 
direction: West 




SCORPIO (October 23 — November 21) Finan¬ 
cial matters will gradually prove less trouble¬ 
some. For businessmen this is a period of trial, 
do not go back on your word and treat your 
superiors with due respect. There Is no need 
to worry about pending suits and debts. Children and 
womenfolk in the family may fall III Good dates: 1, 2, 3 
and 4 Lucky numbers: 5 and 3. Favourable direction: 
North-east 


GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) You will receive 
valuable help ' r om your elders Your sincere 
efforts are also very necessary. An auspicious 
week for courtship and travel Guard yourself 
against extravagance and drudgery Adopt 
original ideas in your business affairs, they will prove help¬ 
ful Your health will improve Good dates: 1. 2, 4 and 5 
Lucky numbers: 3 and 5 Favourable direction: North. 



SAGITTARIUS (November 22 — December 22) 
More than average success Is Indicated this 
week. You are close to your cherished goal* 
the results of your recent efforts will prove 
fruitful Your health shows improvement, Women¬ 
folk will go In for new clothes and ornaments Your friends 
and children contribute to your happiness. A happy journey 
Is also on the cards. Qood dates: 1, 2, 3 and S Lucky 
numbers: 3 and 6 Favourable direction: East 




There 
debts 
4, 5 and 6. 
East. 


CANCER (June 22 — July 22) Your professional 
career demands a lot of your time and atten¬ 
tion Minor gains through an elderly female 
relative are likely Financial matters will improve 
rapidly and there will be all round progress 
Is no need to worry about pending law suits and 
Your health needs particular care Good dotes: 1, 
Lucky numbers: 6 and 9 Favourable direction: 


CnYi 


G; 

Though you 
no need to 
speculation 
numbers: ? 


CAPRICORN (December 23 — January 22) 

Your financial front is likely to Improve beyond 
your wildest expectations Domestic problems 
should be carefully attended during this week 
Do not refrain from taking bold decisions 
will be rather busy In the days ahead, there Is 
worry Gain through sports -- tournaments and 
is Indicated Good dates: 3, 4, 6 and 7 Lucky 
and 7 Favourable direction* West 




LEO (July 23 — August 22) Financial matters 
take a turn for the better You will soon 
undertake an auspicious tourney Those in 
politics* or on the social scene wilt gain fame 
and wealth. Officers are likely to be transferred 
promoted. Friends and relatives will shower praise on 
Letters > from distant places will bring good news Good 
: 3, 4, $ and 6 Lucky numbers: 3 and 6 Favourable 
North. 


VIRGO (August 23 — September 22) You need 
plenty of rest to regain mental peace Trouble 
over matters relating to property, Inheritance 
and law suits Is Indicated. Minor gains through 
an elderly male relative are likely. Choose your 
friends carefully -and 'do not embark upon doubtful love 
adventures. A short journey Is Indicated. Good dates: 3, 
4 and 5. Lucky numbers: 1 and Id Favourable direction: 
South-east 



AQUARIUS (January 21 — February 18) You 
may have to undertake an auspicious journey 
and buy costly clothes New contacts with 
Influential persons will lead to progress Letters 
from distant places will bring good news Gains 
through speculation are possible Children and womenfolk 
in the family contriberte to your happiness Good dotes: 2, 
4, 6 and 7 Lucky numbers: 4 and 8 Favourable direction: 
South 

PISCES (February 20 — March 20) Your finan¬ 
cial position is godd You will soon undertake 
a journey to the South and South-west You 
are closed to your cherished goal There Is no 
need to worry about pending law suits and 
debts. Young friends and children contribute to your happi¬ 
ness. You will be able to handle all your domestic problems 
satisfactorily. Good dates: 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7. Lucky num¬ 
bers: 4 and 9 Favourable directions: South and South-west 


M. B. RAMAN 
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VARIETY 


this india 


MANDSAUR The electrification of 
Reentha ullage in Mandsaur district was 
inaugurated without electnoity, The 
power supply failed at the crucial 
moment Ait earthen oil lamp was there 
fore lit to signify the inauguration - 
The limes of India (D Chanda, Duna 
pur) 

CHANDIGARH Beggars of Ambala 
have not let down the bank which gave 
them small loans last year to cam a res 
pectuble living Iheie have been no 
defaulters among them At least six 
have returned the entiie loan by now 
Encouraged by the response Mr Amarjit 
Singh, Regional Manager of Punjab 
National Bank said the bank has' decided 
to advance loans upto Rs 500 to another 
30 beggars — 7 he Statesman (S Mata- 
rajan, New Delhi) 

COIMBATORE He did not bat his eye 
lids for 33 hours tu beat the Outness 
world record of 24 hours The record 
breaker m nonstop ‘staling’ is 26 year 
Old N Parthasarty who had also set seve 
ra) records in non stop walking He 
started this feat at 10 a m on Monday 
at the Coimbatore city dub He kept 
his eyes open and did not wink or squint 
Not even the monsoon breeze cairying 
dust or the Coimbatore mosquito could 
induce his eyelid to bat Teors started 
trickling from the strained eyes and they 
filled a glass turnblei — Indian Express 
(Sheila Suresh, Impha)l 

JHANSI A woman of village Raksha 
near here has been attested bv the local 
police on chdigrs ol cheating over half 
a dozen men by entering into matrimonial 
alliance with them According to off! 
cia reports received here the woman 
had married men of different commu 
flities at the same’ tune md charged 
varying amounts of money for the 
marriage Her last victim, a Hanjan 
who had paid Rs 1000 in lieu of his 
marriage with her brought the /matter 
to the notice ot the police early this 
week whuh was followed by the arrest 
—I he Indian Nation (S Amm I-qUal, 
Sahibganj) 


without comment 


Aid THAT China is interested in is to 
spoil oui relations with the Soviet Union 

— Madhu Limaye 

INDIA HAS its own experience of China 
and Indus t\ts and ears are wide open 

— AtJ Behan Vaipayee in Moscow 

I HAVF good relations with Mr Vajpayee 

— Sheikh Abdullth 

THP CONGRESS(I) does not work for 
the removal of the Party in power — 
Mis Indira Gandhi 

THERE. HAS to be a meeting of minds 


pti/P rs 30 for tho entry g vtn Iwst humour in real life 


THANJAVUR The players foe a child 
by a childless couple were answered in 
quite an unexpected manner, when the 
couple revisted the renowned Chola tem¬ 
ple here few days back The couple who 
visited the temple as tourists two years 
ago, had prayed for a child with the 
assurance that they would deposit their 
‘kanmkai’ (offerings) in the temple hundi 
if their prayers were answered On 
Friday last, the devotees who had gather 
cd at the Brahadeeshwar temple found 
a three to four-day-old male child lying 
abandoned in fiont of a shnne in the 
temple When the child started crying 
they made frantic efforts to locate its 
mother but in vain Meanwhile a group 
of tounsts came to the temple and a 
couple among them picked up the child 
assuung lielore the diet* that they would 
adopt the chid The same couple, it was 
stated had prayed fm a child when 
they visited the temple some two years 
ago — Indian hxpress (V Balakrishnan 
Madurai) 

BANGALORE A Janata Party member 
of the legislative assembly, Mr Betta- 
swamy Gowda, who represents the Bagadi 
constituency, has invited suspension from 
the Party tor his alleged disorderly and 
ob>cene behaviour m a public place A 
case has been registered by the polite 
against Mr Gowda Mr Gowda was 
alleged to have been found in a drun 
ken condition ncai a city hotel on tha 
night of August 24, shouting that ha, 
wanted girls —The Times of India R R 
Tiwari, Agartala) 


PANAJ1 John Decosta was ralher re 
luctant whin he mamed a toy girl 13 
vcais ago Hut today he holds up his 
need with considerable pnde. This Is 
because within 13 years Decosta has be 
come father of as many as 13 children 
Yesterday when the Decostas were tele 
br.ilmg their 13th wedding anmversaiy 
they wi re greeti d by the birth of the 
13th child which is a record in Goa — 
The 11 nidus than limes (S Muralishar 
New Delhi) 


(or unity Out (Mis Gandhi and his) 
physical meeting is not important — 
Sardar Swat an Singh 

EVEN IF tied to a rope and dragged 
all the way to Ratditrapati Bhavan 1 
will not rejoin the Ministry It is a 
veritable narak (hell) — Raj Naram 


WITH RAJ NARA1N as friend the 
Janata Party does not need any enemies 
— Organiser 

WHFN I feel 1 un not No 1 I will play 
less tennis — Jimmy Connors 



The 1978 edition of a well-known 
book on banking by Sundbaram 
and Varshney nas the following 
logo on the cover • “Baking- 
Theory, *Law and Practice,” K. 
Nagaraj Rai, Shimoga 
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a word or two 


stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 


r PHF. Latin word discus (origi- 
* nally from Greek) has given 
rise to an interesting set of 
nouns. At first the word meant 
the quoit hurled at athletic 
games — and. of course, it still 
survives in this meaning. But it 
was extended to all sorts of thin 
circular metal plates, and in fact 
to anything flat and round - 
haped, that is to say, like a disc. 



A Some spei lal senses however, 
Jj9ve taken on special spellings A 
'round plate for food has become 
a dish. This word haS undergone 
a little side-development of its 
own. being extended to any spe¬ 
cial recipe or preparation of food. 

In other contexts, the flatness 
of the disc was emphasised more 
than the roundness. The word 
w<e applied to objects with a fiat 
sufiKijfe, like a writing-table. In 
.thifJpnse, the word acquired the 
spelling of desk. Or it 
SSfffimeau a raised platform (at 
first,% ith a table placed upon it). 
In this meaning it is now spelt 
dais. 

Many words show fine instances 
of radiation — that is to say, the 
development of many meanings in 
different directions from a core 
signification. In this particularly 
notable case, the radiation of 
meaning is stressed by the variety 
of spellings. 

lUtORDSPINNER 


A CCORDING to Time magazine, 30 per 
cent of wives are. beaten by their 
husbands. Husbands seem to think that 
marriage gives them the licence to bat¬ 
ter their 'better halves'. This system of 
‘taming the shrew’ is a universal one. It 
dates back to ancient times when only 
physical force ruled the roast. The 
famous novel, The Sheik by Hall Caine, 
mentions that the ancient semitics ‘loved' 
their horses but lashed their women ! 

Gruesome happenings of this kind 
have been reported recently in some ad¬ 
vanced affluent countries. Many horn 
fying cases like the exercise of violence 
on his wife by a dentist in the dentist's 
chair and torture and physical persecu¬ 
tion by an accountant of his wife have 
been cited by Mr William Hamilton, 
Chairman of the Commons Select Com¬ 
mittee on Violence in Marriage (England) 
in his report. Wife-beating, once con¬ 
fined to poor labourers who came home 
drunk on Saturdav nights, is now spread¬ 
ing to bored and frustrated white-collar 
workers in London. According to the 
report of Mrs Erin Prizzey, she h.i > had 
2000 cases since upening of a refuge 
for battered wives. "Men feel they have 
a right to go in for such rough stuff as 
breaking bones, smashing faces and kick¬ 
ing. Most women love their men and 
try to make a go of it despite the vio¬ 
lence," she says. 

In India, wife beating is a national 
tradition ami a popular pastime. Even 
our movies glamourise this feat hv 
depicting slapping of women by ‘manly’ 
(?) husbands ! The male ego is so fra¬ 
gile it has to be constantly bolstered 
through a show of physical strength. 
Flaring up ol 'lord und master’ over a 
trifle only to inflict physical punishment 
ol his aidhungim is a runot-tbe mill 
story. Such harrowing, nightmarish ex¬ 
periences are not the ‘exclusive privi¬ 
lege’ of the uneducated slum-dwellers' 
women. Even highly nciomplishcd and 
aristocratic ladies are battered to pulp 
thanks to the violent passionate outburst 
of temper of their sophisticated, educa¬ 
ted husbands. 

NOt long ago a matinee idol's sister 
was refused divorce on grounds of cruelty 
by a high court for want of factual evid 
ence. According to the lawyers’ lobby 
her husband lashed her on the honey¬ 
moon itself — probably a case of psycho- 
sexual sadism. But sometimes even 
evidence may not be acceptable. There 
was a case of a woman whose husband 
was a sodomite and allegedly indulged 
in violence during the sex act. The 
photographic evidence of intimacies, sub¬ 
stantiating violence, ambivalence and 
torture was thoroughly examined by His 
Lordship. The judgment was however 
a mild remonstration with advice not to 
use the rule of violent sex for ulterior 
motives I For photographs can be fake; 
if not, both the bedfellows must be will¬ 
ing partners in the pleasure-pain game 1 


A tragic case is that of a woman 
lecturer married to a professor. The pro¬ 
fessor on the very first wedding night 
tried to strangle the bride, being unable 
to perform the role. Shocked into dis¬ 
belief the wile lost her mental balance. 
Then there is an instance of a social but¬ 
terfly who tried to implicate her well- 
meaning neighbour when he called the 
police oo bearing her heavy anguished 
moans and pathetic uncontrolled sobs — 
a frequent nightly phenomenon. As a 
dutiful docile Hindu housewife, she, like 
most of her iik, continues to credulously 
adulate the adulterous, tyrannical hus¬ 
band ! 

Irrational social sanctions have dis¬ 
torted the value-system of our society. 
Equality of sexes and the Indian ethos 
are really not compatible. Declares 
Manu, the Hindu law giver in Mann 
Samhua: “A turbulent wife should be 
castigated with a bamboo stick to bring 
to her senses. There is nothing Wrong 
with hitting a woman it she. annoys you. 
An open-handed slap is justified. Young 
wives expect to be punished for their 
misbehaviour and consider lenient hus¬ 
bands weaklings. Women who have no 
control over sharp longues need to be 
tamed to be good wives." Saint Tulsidas, 
in his RamLhantamanos, writes : *‘A 

drum, a rustic, the untouchable, an ani¬ 
mal and a woman, alt of them are meant 
to be beaten.” The male chauvinistic 
pig, you would say, sanctifying and sanc¬ 
tioning the domrstic cavemanship. 

In Kerala’s matriarchal society, how¬ 
ever, woman-beating is unheard of. In 
fact, the scenario is just the opposite. 
Women conti oling Ihe purse-strings <un 
paralyse and persecute an unfaithful 
husband. Be that as it may, the torinen- 
•tor by adopting "temper-tantrum ap- 
pioach” gives expression to his sense of 
inadequacy, immaturity, inferiority and 
insecurity. Drunkenness, adultery and 
iinpotency are the major factors in con¬ 
jugal violence. 

Is violence then a “fait accompli” of 
hapless, helpless women ? Not if the 
new policy of the New York Police De¬ 
partment becomes universally acceptable. 
Under this scheme, wife-beaters are 
promptly arrested for assault and drag¬ 
ged to law courts for perpetuating this 
outrage. In England, sanctuaries for 
battered women have been opened by 
Women's Aid Centres. Wife bashers are 
given treatment for alcoholism or psy¬ 
chological problems which are at the root 
of most of such unhappy episodes. But 
in India, the land of Sitas and Savitris 
the “doormat syndrome” is here to stay 
with us — or so it seems. Is not Adam 
active and aggressive and Eve passive 
and submissive in God’s scheme of 
things ? 

0. K. DIXIT 
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worth Rs. 27,10,000 


Put beautiful body 
and bounce in your hair 
with protein-rich Halo 

Egg Shampoo > 


The extra rich 
egg protein 
formula of t-Jalo 
Egg Shampoo 
nourishes your 
scalp and 
conditions your 
hair too. Makes it 
come alive with 
a natural swing, 
a natural glow. 





Halo Hair Care 
0 tor naturally healthy hair 

Halo Coomotlo Shampoo: Diacovar 
how much softer and silkkrt your hair can 
l ba with thla apacially balanced formula, 
k Halo Lamon-Froah Shampoo: Glvat 
9 oily hair a natural shina... to clean. 

I so bright 

f Halo Conoontrata Shampoo: Juat a 
[ little glvat you ocaant of rich lather to 
I leave ypur half gentle and manageable. 


Only Halo Shampoos 
have the perfectly balanced formula 
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science 


VARIETY 

Early warning of thunderstorms 


A NOVEL and dependable system 
for issuing timely warnings of 
approaching thunderstorms, which 
would supplement the existing me¬ 
teorological forecasts, would appear 
to be within reach now. As a result 
of a joint project involving the Free 
University of Berlin, the University 
of Tuebingen and the Max Plane* 
Institute for Radio Astronomy at the 
University of Bonn, scientists arc 
now in a position to locate thunder-, 
storms at considerable distances and 
also determine their speed and 
course. 

Aided by the German Society for 
Research, experts in the German 
working group on radio meteoro¬ 
logy, cybernetics specialists as well 
as meteorologists have been working 
for a number of years on this pro¬ 
ject The majn concern at present 
» the speedy translation into reality 
of what is scientifically and techni¬ 
cally feasible. 


The success achieved has only 
been possible with the aid ot an 
electronic computer. Its capacity for 
evaluating and assembling huge 
quantities of data at enormous speed, 
has enabled scientists to adopt elec 
tromagnetic techniques for the pur¬ 


pose of locating storms. The electro¬ 
magnetic waves deployed to locate 
thunderstorms arc, in fact, emitted 
by the. storms and electronically 
evaluated. 

Every flash of lightning transmits 
signals like some long aerial conduc¬ 
ting large amounts of electricity. 
The scientists decided to make use 
of these signals by setting up high 
performance receivers in West Bei¬ 
lin, Ravenshurg (south Germany) 
Weissenau (south-west Germany) 
and Miienstcrcifcl near the federal 
capital of Bono. Every twenty-four 
hours, storm signals coming from 
alt directions of the. compass are 
received, recorded and evaluated. 


To begin with, the. scientists con¬ 
fined their attention to signals of o 
certain wavelength because electro¬ 
magnetic waves w crc easily reflected 
by the outer layers of tho atmos 
phere. The technique lias proved to 
be very successful. It is now pos¬ 
sible, for example, t p detect thunder¬ 
storms in the Carribcan from West 
Berlin. The only remaining difficul¬ 
ties are in the short-range zone of 
less than 1,000 kins—although this 
is in effect the most important area 
in weather forecasting. 


At present, the main effort Is 
being directed at experiments with 
wavelength which are checked so 
substantially by the earth’s atnms 
phere that they are unable to travel 
more than 1,000 knis. For this reason, 
they cannot be blanketed by the 
electromagnetic emissions of the 
many distant storms. The computer 
Is able to determine at high speed 
the direction and distance of a flash 
of lightning from the waves and 
thus pinpoint the. thunderstorm. 

It is difficult to predict when an 
early warning system for thunder¬ 
storms will be ready for everyday 
application. Because the project still 
contains many imponderables. How 
ever, the great precision of the 
machines and the tremendous pro¬ 
gress made in recent years indicate 
that the prospects were never so 
good as today. 

The potential advantages of an 
early warning system are enormous. 
After all, the sudden downpour of 
rain, hail, snow and hurricane-like 
winds result everywhere in losses, 
hazards and difficulties. Patricularly 
hard-hit are viniculture, shipping, 
transport, energy and construction. 

RAMESH JAURA 
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& MOVE FURTHER UP! 
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AEROLUX PRESENT THE WIDEST RANGE 
IN VENETIAN BLINDS 

SELF-ADJUSTING 

VENETIAN BLINDS A __T 

In-house Research & \_ \ 

Development (R & D) \ V 

enables Aerolux blinds : \ ___ A 

to be raised and _v 

lowered easily at all ,'y - —4 

angles of the slats. fir_ _— J ; 

The slats can be r—~ ~~ _v 

positioned by simply A——— I —V 

turning the adjustor jL--. 

25mm SUM-LINE 

-l—- =1. VENETIAN BLINDS 

. . — - 1/ The latest in Venetian 

f y—•—-. if blinds from Aerolux— 

1 - ■■ ■—— M slim-line blinds with 

— -- if. 25mm width slats. For 

vi —~ r_.. —~ te that elegant look. The 

11^^: —■— ^ only Venetian blinds 

;S built to fit in perfectly 
gsf^E EES * between glass and 

gauze windows. 

NEW ELEGANT 
ROLLER BLINDS 

These ready-to-hang 
curtains convert your 
window to a printed, 
decorative perspective 
of your selection. 

Simply pull the cord to 
the desired drop. The 
built-in automatic 
lock-cum-release 
system does’the rest ! 


VENETIAN BUNDS 
MANUFACTURING CO. 

5, Malcha Marg Market. 
Chanekya Puri, New Delhi-21. 
Phone : 374389 
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The most elegant way 
to keep the Sun away 
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l.l.T Entrance 
Examination 

No trouble is too great 
for us in our pursuit 
of the highest AN India 
Ranks lor our students. 
It is our sworn objective 
to bring the maximum 
number of students into 
the IIT told. We stop at 
nothing in our constant 
search lor excaHenca 
in our service to the 
students Each one oi 
them is a VIP to us 


fiB TRUST YOURSELVES AND 

® TRUST US AT 

BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 

U,MasHamani Mudali St .I Nxgar.Madras-17. P:442099. 
Postal A Cl assroom courses tor IIT fntiance Examination 

Excellent Residential Facilities 


FOR QUICK, PAINLESS 
CURE OF CORNS 
APPLY 

mi CARNATION 

mBmA corn caps 
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CARNATION 
CORN CAPS 
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CARNATION CORN CAPS (INDIA! 
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For large Corns use Carnation CALLOUS CAPS. 
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chess 


Position No. 10 



Continuation ol Position No. 8 

Thto cam* from a game played at Pom- 
porovo last year between Borichev and 
Spassov:- 

r 5 k 1; pp3pp1, 2b1p1kt1; 7 p; 

1B2KI2q;5P1P; PPPQ2P1;1K1R4. 

White won by 1. P—KKt3, QxRP, 2. 
Kt— Kt5. White can also win by 2. 0—06 ch, 
R x Q; 3 R x R ch, K—R2:4. Kt—KtS ch, but 
the text-move wins more quickly. 

2.. , Q x P; 3.Q—06 ch. resigns. Since after 
3. . . RxQ; 4 RxR ch. and mates In two 
moves 

The endings 

Books on the endgame are always welcome 
since It Is precisely In that field that tha 
average player Is the weakest. Probably the 
reason for this ts that he rarely gats down to 
an ending since In many cases tha oame 
has been decided already In the middle- 
game. 

But endgame books ara particularly 
needed now when there la such a concen¬ 
tration of attention on the openings. Whan 
the beginner and the less advanced player 
see that publishers ara producing a spate of 
opening books they tend to think that It is 
the opening only that matter*—with fatal 
results when they happen to come down to 
an ending. 

The Soviet grandmaster Yuri Averbach 
has devoted a considerable portion of his 
career to writing a massive work on the 
endings and Batsfords ara giving ua soma 
excel lent translations of his work. Tha 
latest, the sixth in the series, is Rook v. 
Mliier Piece Endlnge. 162 pages. C5 50. 

This is In fact Rook versus Bishop and 
Rook versus Knight with the addition ol 
venous pawns. It Is a valuable addition to 
endgame practice and theory and should 
f prove very useful both to students of 
endgame theory and to players ss this kind 
of ending la commoner than la generally 
Imagined. 

Take for example position No. 74. which 
la a study by V. A M. Platov dated 1906. It Is. 
In Forsyth notation, 8; 8; 8; 2 P 4 P; 8; 2 K 5; 
7B;k4r2 

Whits wins as -follows:- 1. K—KM. Tha 
only move If i. fC-R8, R—B3 1... R—84. If 
1. . , R—QKI8 ch; than 2. K—84. 

2. P— 86. RxP; 3. P—87. B -R5 ch; 4. 
K—KtS. R—R4 ch; 8. K—Kt6. R—R3 ch; 6. 
8-06. if 6. K—Kt7 then 6... R—R2; and If 6. 
K . Q g RxB. 

6. . . R x 8 ch: 7. K—KtS, R—04 ch. 8. 
K—Kt4. R—06 ch; 0. K—Kt3, R—06 ch; 10. 
K—82, R—06. 11. P—B6-RI R—ORB; 12. 
K—KtS, and owing to the mating threat 
Black loses his Rook. 


I have had to out tha notea In order to 
keep within the demands of space, and 
having regard to this it seems a waste to 
devote any space to End-dames In Chess, 
by Thao Schuster. (Lutterworth Press. 64 
PP £1-28) which Is about as wretched a 
book on chaaa as ft has ever been my 
misfortune to review. Aimed at the beginner 
It la to muddled and badly put together as to 
be a positive danger to trie unwary and last 
sophisticated reader. A remarkable feature 
ol the work is that the author deals at length 
with tha opposition in a manner that would 
merely confuse* the mind of the beginner. 

HARRY GOLOMBEK 


bridge 


In his latest book, ‘Tha Finer Arts of Bridge 
(Faber, CS SO). Victor Mollo remarks on the 
difficulty for a good player to Improve his 
game whan hie technique has reached a 
certain point. Just as It is easier for a golfer 
to Improve from 12 to 4 than from 4 to 
scratch. At a comparable stage in bridge, 
the author suggests, the player must seek to 
develop the finer arts of psychology. Imagi¬ 
nation and judgment. The first chapter con¬ 
tains two examples where famous players 
took contrasting action to Induce a miscal¬ 
culation by the opponent. 

In the 1076 world championship at Monte 
Carlo. Belladonna held the North cards 


Dealer, East. Game all. 


* J 10976 
9 QJ962 

* 53 

* 10 


A 3 

* 5 

♦ A O 7 

AAKOJ8652 

N * AKQ542 

W E * 8 * 

8 


6 6 4 
9 4 


A 8 

9 A K 10 7 3 
♦ K J 10 9 2 
A 7 3 


The American East opened a weak Two 
Spadas. South doubled and West bid Four 
Spades. What do you supposa that North 
bid? Answer; Seven Ctubsl Belladonna 
fudged that hia opponents would surely 
sacrifice over Six Clubs: so. put on the 
pressure and let them go the whole distance 
over Seven Clubs The manoeuvre is not 
unknown, but West may have thought it was 
s ‘reverse con' At any rate, he bid Seven 
Spades, at a cost of 1400. This was neces¬ 
sary to save the board for Italy, since at the 
other table the Americans were allowed to 
play in Six Clubs, scoring 1370. 

At Cannes, in a big pairs event, Pierre Jala 
held as South . 

A 0 8 6 5 4 
9 J 6 6 4 2 
♦ — 

A 0 8 4 

The bidding went; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
— — 2A 4 ♦ 

No 54 59 64 

? 


Playing against non-expert opposition, 
Jala passedi When on the next round ha 
removed partner's double to Six Hearts, he 
was allowed to play there 
Mollo recalls many such coups In both 
bidding and play. Whan seen indepen¬ 
dently. they seem to be }ust brilliant flashes 
of imagination, but whan they are linked 
together a pattern emerges 


TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1. What is the Hadith (ah)? 

2. Which isotope replaced Oxygen 
aa a standard in 1961 ? 

3. What is a 'balanced' aquarium ? 

4. At which conference was the 
McMahon Line fixed ? 

5. What Is a pangram ? 

8. in the 1960s an 16th century 
novel "Fanny Hill” caused a stir by 
being banned as pornographic. Who 
was the author ? 

7. What is a Panga ? 

8. What was Hahnemann’s first 
name ? 

9. What would you measure with a 
burette ? 

10. When was the first Indian 
postage stamp issued ? What was 
it called ? 

11. What Is4 ha name for the metre 
In poetry consisting of one long 
stressed syllable followed by a 
short unstressed one ? 

12. in motoring what are radial 
and crossply ? 

13. What Is Connemara ? 

14. Distinguish between aerodyne 
and aerostat 

15. "The Longest Day" is a book 
by Cornelius Ryan on the 
Normandy landings. Who coined 
the phrase ‘The Longest Day'? 
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Theatre should be as attractive 


as a date with a girl 


BALWANT GARGVs latest production 
“Kesro" is running to full houses all 
over Punjab and Haryana. The 
success of this play may well prompt 
Gargi, who ten years ago founded the 
department of theatre m Punjab 
University, Chandigarh, to direct 
plays for rural audiences. The dis¬ 
tinguishing feature of Gargi’s theatre 
is its sensuoustty. “Theatre should 
attract you as the prospect of a 
dinner party or a date with a girl ’’ 
he tells ASHOK CHOPRA in this 
interview. 


Q: You hove shifted your theatri¬ 
cal bate from Delhi to Chandigarh. 
Are you happy here? 

A: Happiness is a quality of turn¬ 
ips. I like the tensions and pressures 
of the city. Theatre is essentially an 
art of the city—of big cities. Paris, 
London, New York, Moscow and 
Tokyo have always been centres of 
theatrical arts. In France they tried 
to decentralise the theatre and set up 
giant theatre complexes in small 
towns with subsidies of millions of 
francs. But in ten years Andre Mal- 
rax’s idealistic dream has failed be¬ 
cause Paris acts as a centripetal 
force which pulls actors and direc¬ 
tors back to its fold. I like New Delhi 
because in the last ten years it has 
grown into a very large city. 

Q; Why don't, you write plays on 
rural life any more? 

A: My rural dramas like Loha 

Kut, Kanak Di Bali, Pattan Dt Bert, 
are set in villages in Punjab But 
the characters, tortured by love and 
hate, do not just speak the rural 
language There speech glows and 
flames. It’s a cunning craft to make 
them look credible. I use my know¬ 
ledge of rural Punjab and rawness of 
the speech used there to advantage. 
I hate photogenic realism—the tape- 
recorded naturalistic dialogue. The 
dialogue must have theatricality and 
tension and must make the play 
move. When there is no apparent 
action, there must be sub-surface 
currents. 

f): You have too much sex la your 
plays. Don’t you think it gives an 
unbalanced view of life as In your 
latest play SAUKHAN? 

A: My writing does not deal With 
common events or democratically 
computerised characters. 1 use un¬ 
common men and uncommon events. 
Saukhan (Rivals in the courtyard) is 
an elemental drama which takes place 
in a mud courtyard of a village. In 
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this play I have questioned the very 
fundamental of the morality of our 
society as well as age-old taboos 
which include sex. I agree my plays 
deal with it to a very large extent, 
but primarily they aie written not 
only to Includp a lot of sex but be¬ 
cause tiie genie is theatrically more 
exciting. 

Q: What was It like producing 
“Sharbati,” in which Haryana folk 
actors—mostly Illiterate and untrain¬ 
ed—had to combine with seasoned 
actresses? 

A: It was a great experience, ft 
was a difficult job teaching the folk 
actors but they in turn would point 



out mistakes in' the style of a turban 
or a ghagra and sometimes objected 
to the colour of a particular costume. 
They taught the city actresses how 
to, drape an odhani around their 
heads and how to cast glances from 
behind the half-stretched hand-veil. 
On the other hand, the trained city 
actresses taught the folk actors 
speech rhythm, fixed movement 
choreographed action and disciplined 
compositions. They- also worked with 
them on the psychological processes 
of character and role analysis. Work¬ 
ing 14 hours a day with a mixed cast 
of various social and artistic levels 
was an experience 1 found baffling, 
complex, tult of artistic surprises. 

Q: When you were head of lh« 
University Theatre Department one 
did hear remarks at times that the 
department waa more for enjoyment 
than anything else. Comment. 

A: The purpose of, the Department 
was not a Dtl-Kush Sabha on the 
campus. Theatre is a total science, a 
total discipline. We were never an 


entertainment department My aim 
was to train boys and girls in aesthe¬ 
tic sensibility. We at the thea¬ 
tre are trying to refine sensibility 
to make people aware of the art 
tor no. 

Q: Why don't you show your pro¬ 
ductions to more and more people ao 
as to make it a sort of mass move¬ 
ment? 

A: To show it to 20,000 students is 
not a mass movement. It is a t ama- 
sha and tamashas are not mass 
movements. The more the merrier is 
not what I believe in. My plays are 
being seen by hundreds. Look at 
Kesro. It opened a year back and the 
troupe is still busy giving shows. 
Whatever my students are picking 
up will percolate to other students 
who in turn will electrify the masses. 

Q: What kind of students aro fit 
for the theatre? 

A: Theatre work is concentrated 
discipline. When students perform 
they should be serious and alert to 
their work. In theatre we never 
follow a rigid timetable. We can't. 
Total dedication is what is most 
essential. 

Q: Having left the University do 
you think yon have achieved what 
you wanted on the campus? 

A: The very fact that a full-fledg¬ 
ed Department of theatre has been 
fully established on a philistine 
campus is an achievement. 

0: With so much time being given 
to theatre and less and leas to writ¬ 
ing, what about your own commit¬ 
ment to social reality? Once you 
were a Left-wing writer with a pas¬ 
sion for social change. But now It 
seems you hsvo changed. 

A: Yes, the last two years espe¬ 
cially have been hard and I have not 
done much writing but 1 will have 
plenty of time to catch up on it soon. 
As far as changing is concerned it 
is not a question of “me” changing. 
Even Moscow has changed and so 
have India and China. I don’t want 
to prove my Left wing leanings by 
shouting louder slogans than my 
friends who hold cusny jobs in the 
Government. I can't compete with 
them. They face no risk. I alternate 
in my work between highly personal 
psychological experience and plays 
dealing with reality. If my theatre 
does not become the focal point of 
life there is something wrong with 
my work and not with the audience. 
Theatre should attract you as the 
prospect of a dinner party or a date 
with a girL 
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“I'm editing a new 
sports weekly. Sports world. 
You know why? 

“Because you want to know more, much more about sports. That's why. 

“I know, because we found out. By talking to people like you, people who 
love sports and read sports magazines > 

“We found out that people want to know what’s going on behind 
the scenes, not just what’s happening on the field. People want sports 
to be made into news, just like politics and current affairs are news. 

“So that’s what Sportsworld is going to be-a news magazine on sports. 
To make you think, to keep you really well-informed. Every week. 

“ We’re putting a lot behind the magazine, the talents of some 
of the best Indian and international writers and sportsmen. 

The resources ot the Ananda Bazar Group, who’ve given you 
‘Sunday'and other successful magazines. And design and photography 
that’s like nothing you’ve seen in sports magazines before. 

“l want you to buy the first copy. And let me know what you think, 
by October 31. My address: Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi, 
Sportsworld, 6Prafulla Sarkar Street, Calcutta 700001. 

“Let’s take a new look at sports. 

You and I together.’’ , - 


Sportsworld 

Tbking a new took at sports 

From tho Ananda Batar Group of Publications 







* Survey conti ictad in Bombay. Calcutta. Delhi and Madras by Indian Market Research Bureau 
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offer superb collection of Great 20th century Literature 



These hard hack volumes published by Octopus Books Ltd London ot nearly 1000 pages eacn contain 
five, six or seven of the author a famous works Beautifully bound and printed each volume is pi iced 
Ha 86 50 Superb collection available for the first time in one volume edition VPP Post Free 


RAYMOND CHANDLER 

The Big Sleep • The High Window • The Lady in the Lake 

• The Long Goodbye • Playback • Farewell My Lovely 

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD 

Tho Great Gatsby • lender i, the Night e Th s Side of PtiaOiio 

• Hie Beautiful ind Dunned e I ho I 5‘l T,r oon 

C.S. FORESTER 

The Ship • Mr Midshipman Hornblower • The Earthly Pat idise 

• The General • The Captain from Conr er ticut 

• The African Queen 

JOHN GALSWORTHY 

The Forsyte Saga* The Man olPioperty e In Chancery • Tolct 
e A Modern Comedy »The Silver Spoon • The While Monkey 
e Swan Song 

ERLE STANLEY GARDNER 

Perry Mason in the rases of the Calendar Girl • Ihe Daring 
Decoy e the Deadly Toy • the Mischievous Doll e the Fmiy 
Fingers • the Amorous Aunt • the t ucky Loser 

• the Gilded Lily 

GRAHAM GREENE 

The Heart of Ihe Matter • Stainboul Tram e A Burnt Out Case 
e The Third Man • Ihe Quiet American e Loser Takes All 

• The Power and the Glory 

ERNEST HEMINGWAY 

For Whom the Boll TolG e The Snows of Kilimanjaro • Fiosta 
e The Shod Happy Life of f-ianus Macomber • Acros, the River 
and into the Trees e The Old Man and the Sea 

GEORGETTE HEYER 

These Old Shades • Sprig Muslin • Sylvester e The Cornthian 

• The Convenient Marriage 

FRANZ KAFKA 

The Tual e America • In the Penal Settlement • M« tamorphosis 

• The CaMle • The Great Wall of China • Investigations of a 
Dog • Letter to his Father • Ihe Diane* 1910 1923 

W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM 

Sixty Five Short Stones 


JAMES A. MICHENER 

Tho Source • The Bridges at uko Ri • Caiavans • Sayonanr 

GEORGE ORWELL 

Animal Farm • Burmese Days • A C'ergynrvm s Daughter 

• Coming up for Air • Keep the Aspidislri Flying • Nineteen 
Fignty four 

14 GREAT PLAYS A Streetcar Named Desire Tennessee 
Williams • A Doll s House Ibsen a Death of a Salesman Miller 

• The Seagull Chekhov m The Father Strindberg • Playboy of 
the Western World Synge • Blood Wedding Lorn e A Man for 
all Seasons Bolt • Heartbreak House Shaw • The Great God 
Brown O Neill • Who s Afraid of Virginia Woolf 7 Altiee • Art 
Inspector Calls Priestly • The Circle Maugham 

• Private Lives Coward 
NEVIL SHUTE 

A Town Like AIilo • The Chequer Board • No Flighway 

• The Tai Country • The Pied Piper 

WILBUR SMITH 

When the lion Feeds • Gold Mine • The Diamond Hunters 
« Shout at the Devil • Eagle in the Sky 

JOHN STEINBECK 

The Grap*s of Wrath • Cannery Row e Cast of Eden 

• I ho Moon is Down • Of Mice and Mon 

EVELYN WAUGH 

Decline tnd fall • Black Mischief • A Handful of Dust • Scoop 

• Put Out More Flags • Brideshiad Revisited 

H.G. WELLS 

Tho Time Machine • The I land of Dr Moreau • The Invisible 
Man • The I list Men in the Moon • The Food of the God9 
e In Ihe Days of the Comet • Tho War of the Worlds 

MORRIS WEST 

I he Devil s Advu ate • The Second Victory • Daughter of 
Silence e The Salamander • The Shoes of the Fisherman 

DENNIS WHEATLEY 

The Devil Rides Oul • The Haunting of Toby Jugg • Gateway 
to Hell • To ihe Dnvil A Daughter 



Please order from your bookseller or write to ut VPP Post Free 

UBS PUBLISHERS' DISTRIBUTORS LTD. 

6 Ansari Rood New Delhi 110002 
Savoy Clumbers S Wallses Street Bombay 400001 
10 First Mam Roed Gandhi Nagar Bangalore 560009 
8*1 B Chownnghse Lane Calcutta 700016 
7/188 1 (A) Swarup Nagar Kanpur 208001 
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POWER CRUSHER 


Packs real muscle onto your 
upper body 


Yes! It's the same famous Power Crusher that 


SEND THIS COUPON TODAY 



has taken the Body building world by storm* 
It works wonders in giving you thick, broad 
shoulders, power-packed back and chest 
muscles, massive muscle-studded arms— 
starting with your very first twist* It's the 
"Instant Muscle Builder"—no adjustments, 
no assembling or fussing—you use it right 
from the box instantly! made of chromed- 
steel tubing and durable, precision- 
engineered high-tensioned coiled spring, 
with easy-gnp handles. 

G M tIMMlwMftarf NwiO^uaNnw lmta|WW 


MAIL OROER SALES PVT LTD {Order Dipt P C 4) 
15 Mathew Road Bombay 400 004 SY-80 

Please iijsIi Power Ciusher (or 7 day Free Home In 
al tl I am not tally satisfied t may return everything 
by cKpiry of trial penod lor immediate letund {less 
pOoiaqp fa forwarding charges) 

Please tick S' appropriate box 
□ Send by Regisiared Post Parcel f am sending Rs 
144 (Plus Rs 15 p 61), by Cheque/Draft/I P 0 / 
MO No.dt. 


□ Send by V P P I promise 10 pay postman Rs 144 
(plusRs Ibpfaf Jondelivery 


Name .. 

Address .. 

.Signature. 
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AVAILABLE AT LEADING STORES AND AT OUR SHOWROOM AT ABOVE ADDRESS 
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This is the time to give a gift 
of security to your loved ones 
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Festival time is here again. A time for celebration. A time for well- 
wishing and gift-giving. And Bank of Baroda offers a range of 
schemes you can offer as gifts that say you care. Make your pick. 


★ Regular Income Cum Recurring Deposit Plan 

★ Regular Income Plan ★ Monthly Income Plan 

★ Janata Cash Certificates 
★ Recurring Deposit Plan ★ Festival Deposit Plan 


Interest upto Rs 3000/* per annum earned from bank deposits together with other approved 
investments is free from Income Tax. Interest accrued will now be taxed annually. 

Gwetitujsfetwo 

® Bank of Baroda 

xSjT (A Government o( Indie Undertaking) *"•%"*»*§**» 









After the Hat-trick of Council Awards 






















Horl icks 



The nourishment that builds resistance, 
safeguards health day after day. 


Horltcks, taken regularly 
gives your family the 
nourishment that builds up 
their resistance and keeps 
them full of health Health that 
means success and happiness 
Health that keeps you fit and 
active and builds security 
Horltcks . It's the only one 
that doctors all over the world 
recommend The only one that 
gives so much nourishment 
because its rich, puie 
ingredients are combined by 


the unique Horhcks process 
which retains their natural 
goodness and makes them 
easy to digest 

That’s why Suchitra has 
made Hoilicks a part of her 
family s life She knows that 
Horhcks gives them health 
protection 

Like Suchitra, give your 
family Horltcks every day and 
watch them grow in health and 
strength through all the years 
ahead 


Hoilirks is a prim# source e< 
nourishment It has given 
consistent goodness through the 
years I recommend Horlicks to 
build up your family’s resistance 
and keep Them healthy end active 
day after day ‘ 



HORLICKS 
The Great Nourishes 

Horhcks is a Registered Trade Mark 
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Now a rich, modern shampoo 
at a really economical price 
for everyone in your family 
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New Palmolive 
Family Shampoo 


Today's shampoo rich and thick : That's New Palmolive Family 
Shampoo Not too thick nor too thin Lathers well m hard or soft water 
Hair care for everyone: New Palmolive Family Shampoo is formu¬ 
lated to suit everyone in your family. It’s gentle on children s hair 
Leaves your hair soft and gleaming Cleans without that dry feelmg- 
just right for the man of the house too 

Costs so tittle: Yes, New Palmolive Family Shampoo gives your 
whole family the luxury of a good, rich shampoo Yet it costs less than 
any shampoo of its kind 


Palmolive Family Shampoo-Good, rich shampoo for your family 
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Mr Siddharta Shankar Ray, 
West Bengal's former CM 
was a trusted lieutenant of 
the former Premier 
Mrs Gandhi SUNDAY brings 
out an extract from "With 
West Bengal's Chief 
Ministers" a book by the 
private secretary to Mr Ray 
SAROJ CHAKRABARTY, 
which reveals some of the 
correspondence, official and 
unofficial between Mr Ray 
and Mrs Gandhi. The 
letters provide startling 
information about the 
factionalism In the 
Congress even duting the 
Emergency. 


What is the essential JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN ? The 
mjftfery of the ageing Loknayak is unfolded by BHOLA 
gWATTERJt in a birthday tribute. 
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What ara our Prime 
Minister’s personal views on 
the subjects of godmen, 
permissiveness, astrology 
and reincarnation ? 

DINfcSH AWASTHI, editor 
of the Hindi weekly 
•'Sputnik", interviewed him 
on a wide range of subjects, 
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Is the CPI(M) heading for a split ?|A special correspondent 45 
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For three entire days, the city of Calcutta came more or less 
to a standstill in the onslaught of torrential rain but turned 
the majority of the metropolis into a swamp. Houses were 
flooded out, cars were submerged, residents went without 
water and electricity for more than two days in some places. 
SUNDAY reports on the havoc. 


Editor M. J.AKBAR 
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Compromise ? 

A PROPOS of Udayan Sharma’s 
cover story “Wanted: A com- 
'pnmiisr ’ (September 10), whether a 
compromise between the Congress 
and the Congress (J) is likely or not, 
and whether or not a compromise 
between political Parties can be 
brought about, the country and the 
people have nothing to gain out of 
it. If the experience of the past 31 
years is any indication, our political 
leaders, whether they are of the rul¬ 
ing Party or the Opposition, are 
singularly unlit to run the nation. 
For years we have witnessed their 
corrupt practices, their greed for 
power and complete disregard for the 
oor and downtrodden. This country 
as become a haven for unscrupulous 
politicians. There is only one way 
to save the nation from ruin: scrapp¬ 
ing the Constitution, imposing 
President's rule and following this 
with a spell of military rule. 
Anthony Parakal, Bombay 

UDAYAN SHARMA aptly sums up 
the attitudes and activities of Con¬ 
gressmen at different levels. It is 
time all sensible and right-thinking 
Congressmen nnitc-l, minus ‘the l.vly* 
and uci henchmen and n-v. .. i;»r 
Indian National Congress without 
following the ideology of Nehru, 
preferably. His leadership caused 
this country immense damage, and 
swelled the ranks of beggars and 
thugs. 

M. D. Kumar, Katihar 


of the present political situation m 
the country. India is impaled on the 
jtorns of a dilemma. No sooner had 
we heaved a sigh of relief after the 
birth of the Janata Party than we 
were assailed by the threat of its 
SplP ' ”• ' "’•••v V. 


died themselves to such anti-climaxes 
as their fate. What we need today 
is a strung Opposition Party. Mrs 
Indira Gandhi lost power mainly 
because of her son Sanjay. If she 
continues to be misdirected by him, 
there will be no way of ensuring a 
strong Opposition to the Janata 
Government. 

M. ft. Salhyanarayan, Melturdam 

IT IS high time Mrs Gandhi realised 
that her son's interference in decid¬ 
ing the future of the Congress is 
unwarranted, and made a conscious 
attempt to regain her lost charisma 
by encouraging the moves towards 
unity of the two Congresses which 
have the backing of several veteran 
leaders including Mr Devra] Urs and 
Mr Channa Reddy. 

Bira Kishore Mohanty, Cuttack 

WHAT Udayan Sharma calls the 
political culture of Congressmen can 
1>>' attributed to all Indian politicians. 
Their lust for power is the root cause 
of all ills in this country. It is 
wrong to say that there is a stir for 
unity among Congressmen solely 
because of internal scpiabbling in the 
Janata Party. The moves towards 
unity have been impelled more by 
the rc-cmergcncc of Mrs ‘Gandhi on 
the political scene. Mr Sharma 
suggests that there is a possibility of 
a realignment between the. two Con¬ 
gresses without Mrs Gandhi. This is 
quite improbable. The preponderant 
impression still is that Mrs Gandhi 
alone can save the country from 
ruin. 

II. K. Gulali, Siligurl 

THOUGH the article made good 
reading, Mr Sharma seems to be 
biased. His assertion: “And above 
all, she would be the last person in 
the country to be interested in a 
split of the Janata Party” is unjusti¬ 
fiable because it is well known that 
if the Janata Party splits, it would 
never be ascribed to Mrs Gandhi, but 
to the Janata leaders themselves, 
Vinod Bharaii, Madhubani 


Talk of dishonesty 

IN HIS interview to Gopal Misra 
.1 "RSS has become stronger in the 
past one year” (September 10). Mr 
C. B. Gupta's statements dearly 
show that he is not politically oppos¬ 
ed to Mr Charan Singh, but there 
exists between them personal enmity. 
Throughout the interview Mr Gupta 
attempts to lower the prestige of Mr 
f'b '.in c io-'h He appears to he 

; if ill' UKUiili-. 11! V i ■.: it 

lonncr Socialists in the Janata Party 
are raising funds, but docs not for 
oner mention Mr Kanti Dcsal’s 
collection of Its 90 lakhs. While he 
calls the Socialist leaders dishonest, 
he does not talk of the allegations 
:*'<•* The burning q«n«- 


tion now is how Mr Kanti Desiij was 
entrusted with the task of collecting 
funds and what authority Mr C. B. 
Gupta bad to appoint him fund 
collector. Evidently, Mr Gupta is 
either trying to win the favour of 
the PM or is afraid of Mr Kanti 
Desai. 

Govma Kumar Agarwal, Allahabad, 

SUNDAY is drawing heavily upon its 
reputation by dragging a non-politi¬ 
cal organisation like the RSS into the 
controversy within the Janata Party. 
In his interview, Mr C B. Gupta has 
tried to mislead the people by his 
prejudiced views about the RSS. The 
former Jana Sangh members are dis¬ 
ciplined and have pledged themselves 
to the service of the people. They 
did not oblige Mr Gupta by offering 
him full support in the struggle 
within the Party, but instead made 
attempts to solve the crisis by evolv¬ 
ing a compromise formula. 

Shiv Nath Shahi, Patna 


A "denial'' 

IF. interview has misquoted 
me and is a garbled and in 
correct version of all that I said. 
I did say that the Jana Sangh 
was a cadre-based Party whereas 
the BLD wasi a one-man show. I 
never said about the “so-called 
kisan and socialist leaders” that 
“they are thoroughly dishonest 
and have not yet given an account 
of the money given to them by 
me as treasurer of the Janata 
Party. In fact these self-styled 
Socialists arc against me". Re¬ 
garding this I must clarify that 
I never described anyone in the 
Janata Party as “thoroughly dis¬ 
honest”. It is true that some of 
them failed to submit accounts to 
the Janata Party of the collections 
they made and tho distribution of 
such funds. 

C. B. Gupta, Treasurer, Janata 
Party, Lucknow 


Only promises 

D . E. NiZAMUDDIN in “Delhi 
Diary" (September 10) no doubt 
gives a true picture of the law and 
order situation in the country, but 
has not compared Mr Charan Singh 
and Mr Morarji Desai with fairness. 
Mr Singh was the strangest per¬ 
sonality in the Cabinet during bis 
tenure, and did his best to figbt 
corruption and injustice. The country 
owes him credit for the formation of 
various enquiry commissions like the 
Shah Commission, Reddy Commission, 
etc. Mr Desai, since he took over 
the Home portfolio, has only bad 
promises to offer. 

runndnn Kumar Sarkar. Coochbehar 









In M.P., not Bihar 

I N I HR caption undei the photo 
giaph ot some Bangladesh re 
iugees with the attic le "Human 
Rights and toceign policy” (Septeui 
her 10) it is mentioned that Jagadal 
pur is in Bihar It is> actually in 
Madhya Pradesh, not Bihar 
P K Comaxta, Surat 

Happy tribute 

T HF photograph showing Mr 
Cicotge Fernandes with the late 
Pope Paul VI at the Vatican (“A 
sufferer with and for others”, 
September 10) was beautiiul The 
same photograph also adorns the 
house of the Fernandeses in Banga 
lore I was particularly impressed 
by the Pope’s words “Indians aie 
a great people. They have so many 
pi ohlerns but they are so gifted " It 
is about tune we 650 million Indians 
took pride in this fact and joined 
hands to eradicate the "Congress 
rultuii which made beggars of us 
In a bvgone era Indians were sup¬ 
reme in all spheres We should 
wtuk to revive that gloiy 
Justin Pmto S K Prabhu Bangalore 


Even the less important 

''PHANKS to Taposh Ganguly for 
* his pi disc ot a cook in “A cook’s 
i v<‘ vuw of VIPs” September 10) 
SUNDAY should be congratulated 
foi its aititles hot only on VIPs but 
also nun like Mr Barua, who belong 
to the middle class, and have no 
ambitions but to dedicate themselves 
to th< servin ot a peisonal ideal, in 
Mi Baiua’s case Buddhism Mr 
Bdiuas donation to Buddha Vihar is 
piaisewoithy 1 wish you brought 
out moie such ai tides on the poor 
and downtiodden 
Umod Kuinar Singh, Cm d»h 

South's bhakti ? 

R AJl NDRA MArHUR in “The Gita 
and S A Dange” (September 
10) says "Bhakti started in the 
Tamil country even before there was 
a shift to Islam in the air of 
Aryavarta and it may be aigued that 
the whole subcontinent was about to 
jr\ devotional because of its own in 
'ternal logic” I do not agree with 
this contention It is well known 
that although Ramanuja is regarded 
as the most prominent author of 
Vtstslodeaita (qualified monism), 
he was not its real founder He in 
iHated a reconciliation between the 
teachings of the Upanuhads, Brah- 
moswtras. Bhagavat puran and also 
the teachings of the Atvars which 
were expounded by Nathumuni, 
Since the Bhagavat Puran contains 
teferenecs to the Atvars—a class of 
god-blessed mystics in the South, 
some scholars arc bent upon conclud¬ 
ing that the Bhakti cult originated 
from their ideas and teachings. 

It is accepted that the doctrine of 
Bhakti was inspired by the theistic 


The tetanus deaths 

I t WAS shocking to read “Pathe 
tu condition ot Delhi hospitals" 
(Septembci 10) by Ajoy Bose It 
was suipiismg to learn of the con 
dition uf the central sterilising 
supply depaitincnt of Safdarjung 
Hospital one ot the capital's best 
hospitals The department’s ser 
vices are vital toi sterilising and 
disinfecting the equipment ot the 
operation theaties Aulo< lave in 
diratms are i asily available in 
India It was mine astonishing 
to read of the deaths ot lli Ludha 
and a senioi nuise at the prestigi 
ous All India Institute ot Medical 
Sciences of serum hepatitis caused 
by Infected surgical needles The 
death is surpi ising bee ause aque 
ous alkaline glutataldi hydt (2%) 
a highly effective potent virucidal 
agent is available in India (maikil 
ed as cidex solution by Ai brook 
Division hlhicon, inc, US Pat 
3 016 328 and maikettd ns cidex 
also by Johnson & Johnson 1 tel) 
As a virucidal cidex can be 
used against the possibility of 
virus infection and at the s no > 
time it is sporicid il bat tcncid.il 
tuberoculoculal and fungicidal If 
well known hospitals like Saldar 
jung Hospital and AI1MS an; not 
equipped with such disinfectants 
one can imagine the condition of 
small health centres in the 
countiy It is time the authorities 
started thinking about the pro 
blem, because it is a question ot 


oui national health 
Sobhun Kumar Chakrabortt, 
Gauhalt 

MY MOTHFR was admitted to 
Bombay Hospital on June 5 for 
an operation for the temoval ot 
gall bladder She was operated 
upon on the morning of June 9 
When she was well on the way to 
recovery on the night of June 14, 
the catastrophe. struck She deve 
loped tetanus and, I believe, no 
doctoi was available till the early 
hours of the 15th although we had 
contacted the doctor who had per¬ 
formed the opt ration 

She was tiansfcncd to the in¬ 
tensive care unit on the morning 
of the 15th and later, when she 
was reported to be improving she 
died on July 2 The death baffled 
everybody, and the hospital autho 
ritirs do not seem to have any 
explanation for it 
If this tan happen in one of the 
most prestigious hospitals of the 
country, it can happen anywhere 
But why must people suffer for 
the negligence or the hospital 
staff’ My mottfei's treatment im 
posed an enormous financial 

buiden on us which to my nund 
the hospital authonties should 
have boint 1 would therefore 

request the people concerned to 

initiate a thorough enquiry into 
the episode 1 am also told that 

my nmthc i s was the fourth death 
m the hospital because of titanus, 
in the past six months 
Hajan Mehtolra 1 hanr 


teachings ot the l/pamshadx and 
Bhagavat Putan It was the Bhagavat 
Puran which had tremendous in 
fiucnce in forming this devotional 
cult in India Ai cording to some it 
is dated at the 10th ccntuiy A D It 
this is true then Nathinuni (824—920 
AD) piobably did not bonow any 
idea fiom it and only eollccted and 
arranged all the 4 000 hymns of the 
Atvars But there is a difference of 
opinion on the age ind authorship 
of the Bhagavat Fuian Undei these 
circumstances it cannot conclusively 
be said that the Bhakti cult originated 
in the South 

Amlrsh Gosummi, Hooghly 

Contradictions 

F A XL AHMED FA1Z, the Pakistani 
poet, comments in his interview 
“Suffering is the common culture of 
the Third WoiUT that the Urdu 
script has many Arabic and Persian 
woids, which would not be possible 
to expicss if the script is changed 
This statement contradicts what he 
had said ip another interview publish 
ed in the /Uimabad Fxprcss, a local 
Urdu weekly He says thcic that it 
is not necessary to associate Urdu 
With any particular script, as Turkish 
had changed to the Roman script 
and the languages of Khazagstan and 
Uzbekistan too had changed over to 
the Roman script. 

Qamar Baleegh, Patna. 


Heroin's uses 

S OUMYA GOSWAMI in “A paw in 
the neck’ Not for much longer* 
(September 10) admits that the new 
electrical device cannot help in moie 
than 25 per cent of cases of chronic 
pain In fact cancer pain is badly 
managed throughout the world and 
the uses of morphine and heroin are 
being investigated for its treatment 
But owing to the stigma attached to 
heroin, its administration is not 
always possible Recently, the Caitei 
administration categorised heroin 
with other drugs thus providing 
scope foi fuither lesearch A nidjor 
study conducted in London indicates 
that heiom is preferable to moiphine 
when large doses are required 
P C Bhaltai haryya, Calcutta 

First speciality 

TTHERE is a correction to be made 
■k m “A word or two’ (September 
10) The speciality of a “Dutch 
party” is not that the guests con 
tribute some food or money The 
speciality is that the hosts get drunk 
first. 

T S. Rama Krishna Pas, Calcutta 

WORDSPINNER omitted “Dutch 
course" from his explanation of 
derivatives, which means “tall talk 
under the Influence of alcohol" 
Chhoya Ghosh, Durgapur 
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This series is 
clearly a part of 
the detente 


S PORTS has of tin bun considered 
a suriogate form ot war, war 
by proxy war without bloodshed 
The tests of skill and intelligence in 
any sport hr come symbolic of 
national or sectional character 
There is scry hub doubt that the 
annual Mohuu dag in I ast Bengal 
matches ait civil wns by conipara 
tively politi means Hie Karpov 
Korchnoi chess match tor the world 
championship has become a battle 
between communism and democracy 
between the Russian establishment 
and the Russian dtsside nts, between 
censorship and freedom of speech, 
between one system and another It 
may sound absuid but it happens to 
be true otherwise why should a 
venprable man like Sartre send _ a 
message of cncouiagunenl to Kor 
chnoi when he was trai mg by four 
games to oni ’ Or why should the 
USA and the \ ksR take the lesper 
live number of gold medals they 
have won at the Olympics as some 
Sign of their comparative progress’ 
In a classic • confirmation of this 
theory, two Latin American eoun 
tries actually went to war over the 
results of a football match a couple 
of years ago 

No, there is no danger of the 
October Test matches between India 



and Pakistan degenerating into a 
November war, whatever the out¬ 
come But surely this is no ordinary 
senes No competition between 
India and Pakistan, however friend¬ 
ly, can be ordinary There is tou 
much history dividing us And yef, 
this rivalry has its ambivalence 
There is the other side, born as 
much as a result of our history and 
cultuie I "ir, though it is certain 
that there will not be two more 
hitter competitors on the field than 
India and Paki tan it is also equal 
ly tiue that perhaps no two teams 
will make bettei friends off the held 
than the two competing in this 
series The excitement and affec¬ 
tion gripped the two nations on the 
day the Indian team reached Kara 
(hi I thought the night would 
novu end," said Bedi, describing the 
first party held for the Indian team 
in Pakistan hosted by Waqar Hasan, 
member of the ad hoc committer 
which now runs Pak cricket 

Bedi was at his witty best at the 
party—he introduced Sunil Gavaskar 
as the only filmstar in his side, he 
thought the Amarnath brothel s 
would play very well since their 
father the great Lata, was not 
around, and pointed out that Veng 
sarkar was only awake when be 
batted When the Indian team 
went to the nets foi the first time in 
Karachi thousands of spectators 
mobbed them It was a response 
which would surely <hoke the most 
pessimistic voice 

The very fact that the series is 
taking place (Mushtaq Muhammad, 
captain of Pakistan, was the young 
est playei in his side when he last 
played India, today he is the oldest) 
after such a long time, is an indica¬ 
tion of the gradual detente taking 
place between the two countries 
after years of cold and hot war And 
perhaps this is the firmest sign of 
the new spirit Tor although the 
process ot normalisation began 
some time ago with an exchange of 
ambassadors and relaxation of visa 
facilities the countries were not yet 
prepared to risk the passions that 
could be so easily aroused in a cri¬ 
cket series. (And both countries can 



let very passionate indeed.) After 
aU, there could be so many things 
that could go wrong. Umpiring deci¬ 
sions are always a source of trouble 
■—and Pakistani umpires are not the 
most reputed in the world. And 
supposing one team were humiliated, 
being beaten decisively: how would 
Its supporters react? But the two 
countries must have acquired confi¬ 
dence from the success of the hoc¬ 
key matches between them in India 
and then Pakistan. Although we 
were defeated, we took the defeat 
wtfh maturity: there was no hyste¬ 
ria. Which, of course, compares 
jgarourably with what happened the 
time Pakistan came here; in the 
1854-55 series. Edward Docker des¬ 
cribes the series in his History of 
Indian Cricket: “At some poibt in 
the mid-1950’s Indian cricket reach¬ 
ed its nadir. The 1954-55 series 
against Pakistan was the most un¬ 
pleasant and bad-tempered, most 
senseless Test series staged anywhere 
There were fights about where the 
Tests should be played, over how 
many days, about when play should 
start; about who should umpire and of 
course times without number about 
the umpire’s decisions. But all to no 
purpose, one would have thought, 
since there was not the slightest 
prospect that any of the five Test 
ar ches would produce a result. 
pMmmentators formed the Impres¬ 


sion that the two sides had struck a 
bargain. India, victorious in 1951-52. 
held the Ashes as it were; Pakistan, 
on the other hand, had the proud 
record of having just won a Tost 
match in England on its first tour 
abroad, a feat that India had never 
been able to achieve in four tours, 
Mather than sacrifice these compara¬ 
tively meagre though hard-earned 
gains, the two captains or managers 
agreed to play only for draws. Or so 
ft appeared to those who had to en¬ 
dure 20 solid days of well-nigh un 
watchablc Test cricket." 


But Docker has missed the truth: 
the good reason why the two cap¬ 
tains or managers wanted lo draw 
their matches was that neither of 
them could afford to lose. It was on*' 
thing losing to the whites; and there 
was no harm in losing to the West 
indies, which was exotic and distant, 
but how dare India and Pakistan 
ever lose a match to each other! 
That would be utterly humiliating, 
as if some kind of impotemy had 
been exposed. 

The 1960-61 series, though clearly 
not as bad, seemed to be affected by 
the same morbidity, draw after draw 
after draw. No captain had heard of 
anything called a gamble. The popu¬ 


lar story then was that it' any Indian 
asked another the score, he wasn't 
asking the m>re in the Indo-Pak 
match, he w,1s asking for the scute 
in the f.isi mating West Indies Aus¬ 
tralia matches going on down under 
simultaneously. In fact, the. reputa¬ 
tion of both teams collapsed so much 
that tin; West Indies almost cancell¬ 
ed the 1962 Indian tom to she Indies. 

But this is another generation. The 
keenness is there, hot the musty 
smell of diseased o:>o is missing. 
The Packer players :«av have retur¬ 
ned without fuss, aed -Vsif Iqbal is 
very right when he says that fie 
would come back any retire¬ 

ment to play India, le.it one cannot 
see Asif (who could so easily have 
been in the Indian side today) chee¬ 
king his strokes, or Mu-htaq or Hedi 
deliberately killing a match, in res¬ 
ponse to some imagined higher pur¬ 
pose 

And this is clearly because the 
olit it ill leaders fit the two omolnes 
avc stopped thinking in such terms, 
have stopped using the 1 mintage, of 
violence; a relationship tar healthier 
than perhaps anythin/’ we have seen 
since Independence clearly emer¬ 
ging. I his is, in a sense, a political 
match; but the politics is mm h 
friendlier now. and presumably the 
cricket will match lb ■ politics 



Can Packer's Pakistanis 
hit us for a six? 


HARISH MUNWANI ana¬ 
lyses our chances against 
Pakistan and examines the 
difference that their Packer 
players will make 

*< r pHE$F follows have the host of 
-l both worlds don I they’ 
When they feci lrke it tlu y play tor 
their countiy ensunng that they 
corner all the glory At othci times 
these pirates play for the IV tytoon 
Keiry Patkei swelling thur pilots 
by staggering thousands Ihcy are 
not playing for the tountiy or tor 
the love of the game don t be fooled 
They are in it purely bet ruse it suits 
their conceited motives ’ 

Thus spake a disgruntled Pakistan 
cricketci He was icferung to five 

H ai>im Ban tuuti ti.mselt to a jaun at 


of his countrymen who had opted to 
play for Packer, namely Mushtaq 
Mohammed, Majid Khan, Asif Iqbal, 
Zaheer Abbas and Imran Khan Pac 
kei who has signed players the 
world over for a> period of three 
years, ostensibly pays each of them 
on their individual merits It is esti¬ 
mated that on an aveiage, each of 
these five Pakistani cricketers itiust 
be netting at least Rs 9,00,000 from 
Pat ker 

The trouble began last year when 
the cricket playing nations decided 
that all the Packer boys would be 
boycotted from their national teams 
At about the same time the English 
team to tour Pakistan was an 
nounted Not surprisingly all those 
who hid contracts for Packer's 
World Senes had been left out 
Further the English team informed 
the Pakistani (Ticket authorities that 
they should not include any of the 
Packer boys otherwise they would 


I hi mrkpt 


have no option but to call off the 
tour This campaign was supported 
vociferously by Wasim Ban who had 
been selected captain of the deple¬ 
ted Pakistan team. 

The conflict was thrashed out In 
the courtroom The judges decreed 
that no player could be left out of 
a national team because he had 
signed for Packer And so these 
five Pakistan cricketers are back In 
the team with one of them, Mushtaq 
Mohammed as captain The Pakis 
tan cricket authorities are only too 
glad to have them back because 
without them their team got thrashed 
In Fngland a few months back 

Dilip Sardesai, 39, when asked to 
comment on the difference that will 
be caused by the inclusion of the 
Packer men in the Pakistan tram 
said “AH these boys are the cream 
of cricket ITie veiy fart that 
Packer has selected them is enough 
proof They are world class lho 
fate of the present suics will re 
volve around this quintet 1hty are 
hard core professionals and hence will 
put everything into it And its be 
cause of them that I feel Pakistan 
has the edge’ 

“The Pakistan authorities were 
desperate after their team was rout 
ed in England The court iulmg also 
went In the favour of thr pirates 
Another fixtor is the healthy uvalry 
that exists between p akistan and 
India Don’t forget we last played 
against them m 19b0 We want to 
prove a lot to each other That’s 
why I think a lot of prestige is in 
volved in this series,’ remarked 
Dilip “For that reason I think it 
will be a nerve racking senes I 
expect it to be a senes of tall scores 
And, I predict, on one occassion at 
least we are in for a leather hunt 
I expect that the first two Tests will 
be at awn and the third Test — be 
cause it will then become of six days’ 
duration — could produce a lesult, 
with Pakistan as favounties ’’ 

Analysing their strength Dilip 
felt “Majid Khan is their most dan 4 
gerous player. His technique is' 
superb. 1 still remember his two 
knocks against us On turning wic¬ 
kets against our potent spin while 
everyone else was struggling, Majid 
exhibited class I don't think be¬ 
cause he has grown old or has been 
out of the game he’ll fail, because 
the technique is all there When 
you face pace bowling you have to 
have quick reflexes and as you age 
the whole process slows down, so 
there Majid — like Bobby Simpson 
— could be In trouble But against 
spin if your batting is sound you'll 
have no problems. I personally 
count Majid among the best bats- 



16 





men in the world. Fantastic stroke- 
^play. Re makes it look so easy.” 

In Mushtaq Mohammed, they have 
an astute skipper. He’s very affable 
and he has this quality of getting 
the best out of his men Mushtaq is 
a real professional. He's gutsy and 
wont give anything away. Bishen 
will have to work hard. As a bats¬ 
man Mushtaq is a tremendous on- 
side player. Zaheer Abbas, a great 
guy, is a good striker of the ball 
when he gets going.” 

‘‘Imran Khan has a very good 
bouncer in his armoury of pace 
bowling. He’s a very dedicated and 
keen student. But I don’t expert 
him or for that matter Sarfaraz 
ikNawaz to trouble us because the wic- 
*kets in Pakistan are slow. They’ll 
be a batting paradise. There will be 
po movement of the seam, that is the 
ball will not deviate after pitching, 
like it does in England and that’s 
why Imran and Sarfaraz will be 
innocuous. 

“Besides, the light is better in this 
part of the world and so you can see 
the ball better. To a large extent 
weather controls a fast wicket. The 
Pakistan authorities will not take the 
nsk of having too much grass on the 
wicket to suit their pacemen, be¬ 
cause in the past there have been 
occasions, when such wickets haive 
suddenly started taking spin. India 
^Hias not one, but four spinners to 
■ exploit such a situation”. 

“It will be difficult to make 
strokes on their wfrkets. But sur¬ 
viving won’t be a problem. Bishen’s 
strategy would be to cajole his bats¬ 
men to get 400 runs. This way we’ll 
be sate. I also feel because of the 
kind of wickets we aie going to 
encounter, we should not have two 
off-spinners. A player like Dhiruj 
Par sana rould have been far more 
useful. He ran bowl spin and pace. 
He’s a sound bat and reasonably 
good fielder. His credentials and 
performance merited a place in the 
term. The fielding of both sides is 
average.” 


* Asif Iqbal, who migrated to Pakis 
tan from Hyderabad, (India) in 
the early Sixties, is not reliable 
according to Dilip. “He’s not such 
a classy bat. He takes his chances. 
But he’s a very good fielder. His 
bawji'.g is nothing much to write 
jd&Jifie about.” 

r Does he think there would be any 
'dissension in the teem because of 
the inclusion of the pirates? Dilip 
emphatically replied "I don’t think 
so. why should there be ? These 
gimmicks are all thanks to the 
Press. I don't see any reason why 
the other players should be upset. 
These so-called pirates have played 
for Pakistan before. They are selec¬ 
ted for the team not because they 
are Packer boys but because they 
are the best in their country. No 
one can begrudge their merit and 
performance. Ana if anyone is upset 



it means he himself is not good. If 
a player Is replaced by someone 
who L inferior he has a reason to 
feel hurt. But in this case the re¬ 
placements are far superior. And 
let’s be honest : what has W&sim 
Ban done during bis tenure as cap¬ 
tain of the Pakistan team ? 1 don’t 

think he should feel offended if 
Mushtaq is appointed captain.” 

Former India skipper, Ajit Wade- 
kar, 37, who had visited Pakistan 
in 1967 to play a series of 7 games 
to celebrate the Jinnah centenary 
like Sardesai has played with these 
Packer boys and also seen the Pac¬ 
ker series in Australia last year. He 
said- “We would have definitely won 
if these five were not playing. But 
with their inclusion in the team, it 
Is t' different proposition altogether. 

Wadekar was of the opinion that 
“the Lahore wicket is a batting 
track. Here the ball does not turn. 
But if there is dew earlier on in the 
morning there could be a slight turn 
in the wicket. This Test could he. 
a draw. Similarly at Karachi it will 
be a drawn Test." 

“The onlv possibility of a decision 
is at Faisalabad. This could be a 
trickv wicket. I have a notion it’s 
going to turn at Faisalabad. It has 
to he seen which team will make the 
most of it ” 

Ajit mused: “These Packer boys 
are pros. They also play county 
cricket in England. We’ll have to 
fight for everything. They won’t 
give us anything. I don’t think their 
ace should bother us because our 
oy« have played Thomson. Roberts 
and Holding. 

"I recently saw Imran Khan in the 
Packer matches. He has improved 


tremendously. He can move the 
ball both ways. At the moment he 
is quicker than Sarfaraz.- He boun¬ 
ces the ball very well though he 
picks the right moment to do It. His 
mental conditioning is awesome. He’s 
a born fighlei and he's a good bitter 
too. 

"There was the Packer match I 
saw in Sydney. Imran got six wic 
kets and seventy runs. He got the 
Man of the Match award. He’s 
tremendous. “Majid is growing old 
and Zaheei Abbais is uncomfortable 
against spin. Mushi is a very shrewd 
man. He has the ability to change 
his game to suit the occasion." 

“I have a feeling Asif Iqbal is 
going to be our bogey. He's a very 
dangerous bat. When he's at the 
wicket the runs keep mounting and 
there’s little you can do. When 
he strokes the brill he does it with a 
beautiful sense of timing and grace. 
Asif might just tap the ball but verv 
soon you’ll bear the tbud ot the ball 
hitting the boundary fence. 

“Outside the Packer boys I expect 
Wasim Raja — a big hitter to do 
well. And the only way tu curb him 
is a right arm off-spinner. That’s 
why we have done the right thing 
by taking two off-spinners. Moreover 
we have already taken taken two 
newcomers for a tough series. So 
there was no question of taking any 
other new entrant. 

Wadekar warned: “Bedi likes to 
attack 1 think it’s the best thing to 
do on these slow wickets otherwise 
you end up with a draw. And the 
history of the Indo-Pak series -is a 
long story of dreary draws and riots. 
But this series, definitely, will be full 
of interest I think we have the bet¬ 
ter fielding side — young and ngiie." 
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The record 
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rid i9ts and Indus irplied with 
190 foi no loss 

Hamf Muhammad figuies in 
many records He has the htqhrst 
smote scon ■ m first class iriehet 
to hi s name 499 in 10 hows 40 
minutes playing for Karachi 
a gams t Bhawalpur in 1959 rhe 
record for a lest match is held 
by Sober s aqamst Pukultan in 
1950 at the Sabina Park tn the 
West Indies a sioie of 365 not 
out in 10 hours 8 minutes 


Hamf scored less in the longest 
innings .played, but this was tn a 
crucial left match and is an in¬ 
nings of heroic proportions. 337 
tn 16 hours 10 minutes against 
the West Indues tn 1958 

'lhe record stand for any part¬ 
nership is 577 Gul Mohammad 
and Vtjay Hazare put this up for 
the fourth wicket tn the Baroda 
vs Holkar match m 1947. C. S. 
Nayudu has the unfortunate re¬ 
cord of having the maximum 
number of runs hit off any bowler 
in an innings 426, m Holkar vs 
Bombay in 1945, but Nayudu had 
also bowled a record number of 
deliveries, 917 

Nadkarm has the record for the 
greatest number of eonseevtive 
maiden oiers for India vs Fng 
land in 1964 Nadkamt bowled 21 
maiden oiers (the captain for that 
rest uas the cditrr of Sports- 
world, Mansur Ah Khan of Pa 
taudi) 

Kn „iam shores the rerord for 
the maximum number of dismts 
sals in an mmnqs by a wicket 
keeper (six, agatns't New 'Zealand 
in 197b) uith Grout and olhei* 


M.K.Gandhi 

Interprets 

The Bhagvadgita 
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, For the first time in 
paperbacks 1 

A great classic M 

i in Mahatma Gandhi's 
u own words his 
/' interpretation of 
4 Gita is designed for 
Jf the common man, 
who has little or no 
literary equipment, 
who has neither the 
time nor the desire to 
tead the Gita in origi¬ 
nal, and yet who stands 
in need of its support " 
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We can win 
(on paper, certainly) 


PANKAJ ROY the famous 
Test opening batsman, 
concedes that though 
Pakistan have strength, we 
migh t prove stronger 

i r pHFRK is an interesting coined 
A denre (lie kst time we touted 
Pakistan, in 1954 55 we weie also 
led by a It tt handed spin bowler 
lhjt we the guat Vmoo Mankad, 
and Bishen Betti is a lett handed 
bow lei ot the saint type The last 
time too we had a great spin attack, 
Vmoo Mankad Subhas Gupte, and 
Ghulam Ahnted, along with batsmen 
like Utnngar, Manjrekar, Phadkar 
and myself Pakistan too had re 
rognistd batsmen in Kaidar, Hamf 
Moll, nirnad and Imtiaz Ahined, and 
<! iss bowlers like l-a/nl Mohammad, 
Khan Mohammad, Mohammad Hus¬ 
sain and /nithkai Ahined 

In spite ot such talenl, the series 

t ended in a boring diaw (all the Tests 

T were diawn) as both teams were not 
interested in utilising opportu 
nitits and were content to 
play sale Of (GUrfoe we wtie at a 
disadvantage — we were asked to 
play thiee Tests (at Dacca Bhawal 
pui and Katachi) on con matting, al 
though the two Boards had decided 
eailiei that onlv one match would 
be played on coir matting. And the 
umpuing too was not up to standaid 
Phe 1960 51 series was played on 
our soil and once again every single 
lest was drawn 

The players who will icpicsent 
India in Pakistan are the best we 
could possibly have sent We have 
world class spmncis In Bedi, Chan 
drasekhar, Prasanna and Venkata 
idgha»an. Our pace combination of 
Uhavri and Mohinder Amuinath is 
well balanced and further strength¬ 
ened by the fact that Ghavn, a lef* 

’ nder, is complemented by the 
I, ; i jim attuk of Mohinder Ad 



co iibinijtioii 

Horn the batting point of view, we 
have world potential once more in 
both Gavaskar and Vishwanath, who 
aie backed by Vengsarkar, Surmdei 
Amarnath, Chetan Chauhan, Ausbu- 
m„n Gcekwad and tbe youthful Yash 
Pal Kirmant, after a good Austra 
ban tour, wheie he shone both with 
gloves and the willow, has estab¬ 
lished himself as the team’s first 
wicket keeper, while in unblooded 
Bharat Rcday we have a player of 
great promise. 


Pukist.ni definitely uie a sluing 
side, notwithstanding the fuel that 
they lost the recent sines against 
England Howevei, the inclusion ot 
the Packer epuntet - Mu.htaq Mo 
hanmiad, fnuan Khan, Asit Iqbil 
7aheer Abbas and Majid Khm - 
who wete formerly outcasts hum tin 
team, will give the side a totally 
new jppcarance Mushtaq the mo t 
expeilenced ot the eleven has tight 
1> been deputed to lead Pakistan 


The home team will have the up 
per hand when it comes to the 
question of climate 0 *nd giound 
conditions Since they are sliongic 
in the pace dtp.ntmcnt with Sjrfj- 

Milestones 

f t was none oth< i than tin 
legendary K S Hanjilsinhp 
who perhaps did moi< than inyone 
else to encouiage mteiot in the 
game m India The pumes play 
«d, financed and encouiaged the 
game, genet ally I he two illu-tri 
ous knglishmc u, lack Hobbs and 
Hu belt Suti title also torn id 
India at the spicial invitation ut 
M iliai a.ikumai Sn Vijavu of 
Vi/ian ig.tniiii in 1930 31 and dm* 

I uowds wheievei they played 
Huy ceitaillly were a tali uti d 
I pan - their round b‘i centmv 
partneiships tor Voikshue hi. 
vet to be equalled 

Pakistan did not begin with 
much cncketing talent Paitilmn 
denied them seveial hrstiate 
players Dacca and Katachi wire 
then two best giound*, and with 
the creation ul Bangladesh in 
1971, Dacca was lost to Pakistan 
It was at Karachi that Pakistan 
first established themselves when 
they defeated the touring M( ( 
side In December 1951 I xai tlv 
a year later, Pakistan played then 
first Test series. Strangely enough 
their baptism of fire was against 
India, with the latter winning 
two Tests and losing one while 
I two wue diaWn Pakistan then 
| proceeded from strength to stren 

f lh, and notched up their highest 
est score of 657 for 8 dec laird 
against the West Indies at Bridge 
town in 1957 58 II was in thi 
Test that Hand Mohammad who 
began his Test rareei at the age 
of 17, scored a mammoth 337 

The highest Indian Test score 
has been against Pakistan in 
Pakistan in January 1961 In a 


laz Nawaz and Imian Khan, tr is on 
ly to be expected that their pitches 
will be tailt i made to take pace 
'lhis will be a dnnpci to uui spin 
nus who will then fore lx dale to 
utilise the pitch to aid then wiles 
only after the thud day ul every 
lest 

One cannot detrnt fiom the fact 
that tlu Indun team has had 
vain hli i\p,ri*nre m playing 
test bowling m the iet<nt 
past and ti ive a* quitti cl thi rn 
seivi s will It is only mtu 
ial thal we link foiward to cquiily 
good pi ilorn,an i s ugctcisl all that 
Paki t„n' pin non tin possibly 
throw . t u Ih, bitting and bowl 
ing stuoRth ot the Indian ttum that 
won the 1952 sr.u can ,d,o be do 
cerned in this sub ui it it (lows that 
ll ground condition, a 1 e not atinor 
nod and the umpiune i, unbiased^ 
we hive a tin ihmii ot coining 
thtough \i. t,uou It is my liivent 
hope lint the Ilona ot (.ontiol for 
Cmkct n P*K -t nr will pll> g,CMl 
attention to tie niros.ity ot .elect 
mg .uilabti impKts in the cries 


tot i) o* ,) toi > di i hue U tin 
chnl scours win Boid who cot 
1»7 I rung it who got 117 and 
Contractor who li.lu] b\ 19 runs 
to s< o ( i cciiUe y 

Mushtaq .Mob mi o ni holds the 
didmction of Icing the younpest 
ever T< t jilayci Whin he' won 
hi spms loc Pakistan ay onst the 
West Indies at I ihoir in Much 
1959, he was jh r t> >. ,i, 121 
d is s old 1L i' iKo the youneest 
plcy,i t> h iv in ml tl n Test 
century md w». wid b rounded 
as one of the wo hi', gujti t nil 
rounders Hi belonged to a family 
ot nve bictlieis fou ot whom 
played Test iriiket Mushtaq 
himself made his lust class di‘but 
at the agp of 13 yoais II days 
playing ior th< Kirachl Whites 
agmnst Hyderabad He ‘cored 87 
and took hvi w.rkeis for 28 tuns 


plav list cuctct wa, \ I Mehra 
who wiin lus iap vcr.us New 
/c dand it Bombay in December 
J955 when he was 17 y**ars 265 
div> old flic youngest cricketei 
lo c iptain u Test side Is none 
Other than Mansui Alt Khan (foi 
merlv the Nawah ot Pataudi) who 
took out the helm of the Indian 
team aftec Contractors serious 
injury in the West Indies in 1962 
lie was then only ?f years and 77 
days old His highest persona' 
score of 203 not out was made 
f.ngland at Delhi in 
1963 64 Pakistan’s youngest Test 
captain was Javcd Burki who at 
24 yeais and 23 days of age, led 
his country against Fnghnd at 
bdgbnslon in May, 1962 
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Dear Indira... 


The correspondence between the former 
Chief Minister of West Bengal, Mr Sid- 
dharta Shankar Ray, and the former Prime 
Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi provides a fas¬ 
cinating history of their relationship, and 
pthe decline and fall of Mr Siddharta Ray. 
The letters are extracted from "With West 
Bengal Chief Ministers" by Saro| Chakra- 
barty, Mr Ray's former private secretary. 
The book is being marketed by Orient Long¬ 
mans, and is priced at Rs 50. 


A VLRY inteiestmg note dated 2b«73 which will 
give a glimpse into the internal functioning oi the 
longiess Party and the strategy to overcome the jprob 
Jems facing the Party was received from D P Dhar, 
( hairman, Planning Commissionn and a close confidant 
and brain trust of the Prime Minister Here is what 
Dhat stated in his secret note which was circulated to 
jjpll Chiet Ministers 

Under the heading ‘Suinmaiy of Recommend a 
lions {Political)' Dhar observed ‘the Congress secured 
massive support of the people in 1971 and 1972 because 
the Prime Minister went to the country with a radical 
piogramme of socioeconomic tianstoimation Today, 
while the people s faith in the leadership of the Prime 
Minister u mains unshaken, there is a general dissatis 
taction with the working of the Party Is it due only 
to the rise in prices or is it due to the growing feeling 
among the people that the Party has not earnestly 
stuven to implement the piogiammc put forwaul 
before the nation in 1971 and 1972' 

‘ Starting from the internal functioning of the 
Party it is undeniable that its image has been damaged 
by open in-fighting among Paity units particularly in 
those States where the Party had received massive elec 
toral suppoit In States like Bihar, Gujarat, Mysoie, 
M P and Assam factionalism and dissidence have 
shaken people’s confidence in the Party as an instru 
ment of stability It Is fit to recall that dissidence and 
indiscipline m these State units arose long before the 
use In prices and assumed such serious proportions 
Therefore, any attempt to establish a casual connection 
between the economic situation and the health of 
State units of the Party should be regarded as fanciful 

Ok "from the point of view of the hamework of the 
P>cial and economic policy, it is essential that the basic 
character of the Congress as the pooi man's Party 
should not be weakened The people reposed then 
taith in the Paity because it sought to reflect the hopes 
and aspirations of the poor masses The present poll 
tical difficulties stem from a- weakening of this faith 
The situation has to be remedied by refurnishing the 
progressive leftward orientation of Party policy and 
programme.” 


Continuing, the note makes the following obseiva 
tions in regard to the field of foreign policy "We must 
look at the whole broad spectrum of international 
relationship to identify our foes and friends. Is a 
policy of detente with every one in our national jn 
tereat? It would, on the other hand, appear that for 


years to roine U9A will remain Om most powerful 
enemy Without sacrificing operational feasihilit this 
basic understanding of international fortes sho d ! 
kept in view by the polity makers 

On Party management the note states that since 
U P was going to the polls in February 1974, it was 
essential that P M should take direct interest in the 
affairs of the l) P unit with the assistance of persons 
“who are not directly involved in any ot the diffoionl 
groups in the State Paity” 

“Bihar is in a serious mess It is perhaps one ot 
the worst administered States in India It has been so 
lot many yeats the pvisons appointed to look afici 
Bihai should be one who can make an effective contn 
tuition in toning ut> the adintnistiation as also rehaln 
Mating Party mot.ile” then the note suggests that a 
small (ommittee consisting ol Shri Indcr Gujral S S 
ltay Rarkatullah Khan Rajam Patel and Chandrajit 
Yadav should be formed to stieamline the Paity’s pro 
puganda and infoimatton setup 

On Paity finances the note recommended that 
management of Party finances needed to he revamp< > 

1 This work has to be entrusted to men of absolute in 
tegrity who need not be associated with the functioning 
of any ministry ’ 

On relations with the CPI Dhar suggested that a 
bioad framework of undei standing with the CPI 
should be strengthened ’’ 

On economic policy the note admitted the co 
existence of inflation with growing unemployment Ci' 
mg two reasons Dhar observed “Agricultural strategy 
since mid Sixties has neglected some aieas wiongfully 
It hais failed m ptoviding a sound institutional basis 
loi encouraging productivity of small and medium far 
mers Secondly adequate surpluses have not been 
generated from the agnrultuial senior foi financing 
progi amine of industi lalisation ” Dhar then suggested 
adoption of the following measures to remedy th" 
situation (t) thiough going land refouns (2) take 
ovet of wholesale trade in all foodgrams and (3) taxa 
lion of agruultuial sectoi lhe note continued “only 
sound policy foi industi lalisation is to rely on export 
promotion and import substitution’ Concluding the 
note says “Black money should be checked, measuies 
such as demonetisation, checking of gold smuggling and 
socialisation of urban land should be enforced ” 

The following is a letter Mr Suldhartha Shanhai 
Hag sent to Mrs Oandlit on her 56th brrlhdav 


Dear lndua, 


Camp, New Delhi 
14 II 73 


A friend from Rankuia more understanding than 
wise tried to convince me- with refeience to some book 
he had read, that a prison is really born at 50 and it 
is only then that his life begins By that reckoning you 
aie six today.—Many happy icturns In another II 
years you will be 17 which is a sweet thought' 


f have come to Delhi for rice from Fakhruddin Ah 
Ahmed, rest from Bengal and reassurance from D. P. 
Dhar 


1 would like to call on the six yeai old girl on the 


20th cn 21st, if she is fiie' 


Yours sinctuly 


SIDDHARTHA 


Jn thus letter Mi Hag makes a case \m Mr 
Takhruddtn Alt Ahmed as a candidate for the 1974 
Presidential eletlton 
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Dear Indira, 


CALCi&TTA 
The 34th April, 1974 


f was thinking about our Presidential candidate 
and who will be the best under the circumstances. I 
think Mr Fakhrnddin Ali Ahmed is our best bet. 
I cannot think of any other person. Apart from being 
a Muslim, he is also from the Eastern region, and we 
have never had a President from this region. He will 
be completely loyal and Mrs Ahmed is eminently pre¬ 
sentable. 


I think the CPI will fall in line in the end, for, 
they have really no other name in mind. 1 had a talk 
with Bhupesh the other night when he came to dine 
with me. He has no other name in view and I got the 
impression that they will finally agree on Mr Ahmed. 
Having regard to our present position in the Parlia¬ 
ment and State Legislatures, any candidate nominated 
by us will certainly win, but, of course, in such a matter 
wc shall have to have as many parties as possible sup¬ 
porting our candidate. But in this respect if we get 
the CPI with us, I do not think we need worry about 
the others. 


Due natural resources and manpower ar«r phenomenal. 
Then what are wo waiting for? Pragmatism has to give 
way to dogmatism if wo want (o survive. If a man 
sees a factory coming tip. or a rural development 
scheme undertaken in his area, he will not pause to 
ask whether it is by the public or private sector. An 
unemployed person will not refuse employment Just 
because il Is offered by some one in the private sector. 
Therefore, should we not rethink on these lines ? Free 
some of the restrictions and constrictions that wc have 
created for ourselves, and we shall notice beneficial 
results in a very short time. Let the idle capital and 
foreign investments flow and the change we shall then 
observe will be very marked indeed. 

There has to be massive expansion in the next two 
years. I have no objection if the public sector or the 
small entrepreneurs or even the joint sector can bring 
about this from their own resources. Basically, 1 am 
not even opposed to large-scale nationalisation. But 
what has our experience shown in the. last three, years ? 
Have we improved our economy or our production, or 
increased our productive .capacity to an appreciable 
extent? What is our growth rate today both in the 
industrial and agricultural sectors ? 


The final decision will, of course, have to be taken 
by you and I have no doubt that you will eventually 
select the right man. 

Kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
SIDDHARTHA 

Against the background of the approaching General 
/.lections Mr Ray wrote another .engthy letter to the 
l‘M, holding forth on the economic problems and sug¬ 
gested steps to combat them: 


Hear Indira, 


CALCUTTA 
April 24, 1974 


What do we want to do, and what is the kind of 
society that we des re to build, and how are we going 
to do that? 

It is paradoxical that we in India have to ask these, 
questions when we can proudly proclaim that we have 
the best leader that any nation can hope to aspire. In 
tact, only the other day some Britishers told me that 
they wished that they had Indira Gandhi to lead them. 

As our leader you have done all that one could 
possibly expect you to do. You have carried the Party, 
the people and the country. If we are dithering now, 
it is because of us who follow you. If instead of try¬ 
ing to build our respective images on the goodwill 
created by you in the country^ we forget about our¬ 
selves and do everything possible to keep your pro¬ 
mises, we shall all serve the nation and our leader 
much better. We should all try and give up this habit 
of trying to out-Herod Herod in our assertions and see 
that your assertions and only your assertions are 
honoured. 


Let us take the power pioblem atone. Wherever - 
generation is by the private sector, they are working 
almost up to full capacity, but in the public sector 
even 50 per cent of the generating capaiity is not be¬ 
ing reached in many plants. Strikes, cease-work and 
work-to-rule have become the order of the day amongst 
highly paid engineers and employees of the Government, 
or of various State Electricity Boards. This is only one 
instance, and I can go on multiplying this ad infinitum. 

I was, therefore, wondering whether il will not be 
worthwhile for you to ask every Chief Minister to give 
you their plans for industrial and agricultural expart- - 
sion without the least burdening of the public exchequer 
for their respective States. A high-powered body like 
the Economic Affairs Committee can then scrutinise 
them, one by one, and grant sanction to ail schemes 
which are found feasible, no matter what our present 
restrictions are. I can, for example, come forward with 
numerous schemes for West Bengal without wantirig 
anything from the public exchequer, but. I cannot, do 
it because of the various statutory limitations that 
exist today. 1 am not pleading for a laissez-faire society. 
Whatever comes up in the industrial or in the 
agricultural sectors will certainly he subject to some 
governmental control, and within the framework of our 
Plan. And, of course, we shall have all the powers to 
take them over whenever we desire. Nothing will be 
done contrary to our wishes. Why cannot we, there¬ 
fore, be liberal in the matter? 

Please give this matter some thought, and, il 
necessary We can discuss this when I am in Delhi next. 

Kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely. 
■SIDDMAHTHA. 


As the Chief Minister of a State 1 can judge the 
Central Government much better, for, I can see it from 
the inside. There is no doubt that many of us have 
lost our grip over the administration. Most of the 
Ministries have no policy excepting that of fire fight 
ing, as and when occasion arises. 


In this strong letter Mr Ray expressed his disgust 
of the factionalism and corruption in the West: Bengal 
unit of the Congress threatening resignation: 

CALCUTTA. 

30.3.74 

Dear Indira, 


We have a little less than two years before we go 
to the country again. What are our plans for the next 
two years ? Whatever Five Year Plan we may ulti¬ 
mately have, the greatest emphasis has to be given to 
the next two years during which period we must make 
the country reverberate with developmental work prin 
ripally in the industrial and agricultural sectors. 

There is a tremendous amount of idle money in the 
country which is not being utilised for productive pur¬ 
poses. Foreign investors are also itching.to make large 
investments here provided they have certain guarantees. 


As discussed with you last month, I am taking a 
firm line regarding groupism in the Party here—also 
against anti-socials or those who are connected with 
anti-socials. I know that this may create difficulties, , 
but I have reached the limit of »ny patience. I have 
really nothing to lose in taking this tine. Bengal has, 
no future whatsoever unless all this is stopped. It 
the Party goes against rue for taking this attitude 1 am 
quite willing to step down. Whatever 1 have done in 
my life l have tried to do it well. I was a great sue- ' 
cess at the Bar and built up a reputation of being ab¬ 
solutely fearless and honest. I tried my best to keep 
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up this reputation as a Central Minister and I do not 
see why at this age I shall allow people to point out to 
me and say that I have ruined Bengal by being soft. 


I have written to some MLAs to explain to me how 
they have suddenly amassed a lot of wealth. I have 
•had one or two answers—quite unsatisfactory. I am 
going to turn out all these dishonest MLAs from the 
Party. A Minister of State is also involved and I am 
having careful enquiries conducted. 

Yours sincerely 
SIDDHARTHA 

Mrs Gandhi, the following month, sent a short letter 
to Mr Ray and his wife inviting them to her son Sanjay's 
marriage: 

NEW DELHI, 
September 20, 1974 

Dear Maya and Siddhartha, 

You must have heard of Sanjay’s engagement to 
Maneka Anand, daughter of I.t. Col. and Mrs. Tejinder 
Singh Anand. The marriage, a simple registration cere 
mony, is to take place on the 29th of this month. I 
wanted you to know, although I am not having any 
functions. 

With good wishes, 

Yours sincerely. 

INDIRA GANDHI 

Following an attack of tonsilitis Mr Ray wrote at 
length to Mrs Gandhi, subsequent to the discussion they 
had had earlier, about the proposal of holding elections 
during the F.mergeney. 

CALCUTTA. 

January 21. 1975 

Dear Indira, 

If you have a lot of ’Mycins’, and then go up *n 
the Himalayas for some serious work (I had a Hill 
Advisory Committee Meeting at Kalimpong to attend), 
you attain considerable clarity of thought. The depres¬ 
sion caused by the ’Mycins’ (which I had to take for 
the last few days due to a bfeastly attack of Tonsillitis) 
is balanced by the unliftment brought about by the 
really fresh winter-style Himalayan air. and you become 
mentally perfect,—at least that is what l fondly be¬ 
lieve ! ! 

It is, therefore, in this state of mind that I seek 


to analyse the various ‘points and counterpoints’ made 
during our discussions on the flight from Delhi to Bag 
rfngra, at your office, and Anally at your residence. 

There were really three broad alternative pioposi 
tions made : 

(a) Elections in May; 

(b) Elections in September/October; 

<c) Elections early next year. 

Having regard to the points which emerged at 
these meetings, particularly at your office and your resi 
dcnce, (a) must be ruled out (in spite of what some 
of us had rather strongly said earlier). The reasons 
are clear and fairly compelling and they are : 

(i) The undesirability of having a Vote-on-Ac 
count Apart from giving the Opposition a 
rather iongish notice about a snap poll, it will 
undoubtedly upset our planning and budgetary 
allocations and delay urgent developmental 
work. Some uncertainty will also be caused to 
our economy; 

tii) The definite likelihood is that the Opposition 
will stall proceedings in Parliament and delay 
matters in such a manner as to make it impos 
sible to have Parliament- dissolved on or be¬ 
fore the 15th April (which is a must, if we 
have to go to the country in May); 

(iii) The possibility of finding ourselves with a 
Vote-on-Account budget, but no elections in 
May at the end; 

(iv) The adverse atmosphere that we may have to 
face after another very hostile, irresponsible 
and malicious parliamentary attack by the 
Opposition immediately before the Elections; 

(v) The inconvenience caused with you and the 
M.P.s being in Parliament the whole time till 
about the 15th of April. This would disable 
all our leaders, and specially you. from actively 
campaigning in all parts of the country which 
has to be both extensive and intensive and of 
a fairly long duration; 

(vi) Your Commonwealth Conference commitment. 

Similarly (b) has to be ruled out too for the fol¬ 
lowing reasons : 

(i) There will be no noticeable development work 
from June till September/October because <f 
the rains, and it will be easier for the Oppo¬ 
sition Parties to confuse the people and cause 
disillusionment; 

(ii) Neither September nor October will suit many 
parts of the country, particularly our Eastern 
region, for, that is the usual time of great dis¬ 
tress with practically no work in the fields for 
the landless and the sharecroppers; 

(iii) We have Mahalaya on the 4th October, Idul- 
Filar on the 7th October and the Durga Puia 
on the 11th. 12th, 13th and 14th October. This 
will hardly be a suitable time for holding any 
elections; 

(iv) In some parts of the country, it will also be 
Bonus time with all its attendant problems 
and demands. It will be difficult then to fol¬ 
low a strict policy with the Elections on; 

(v) Tn some areas the rains or the aftermath of 
the rains may still be there in September/be¬ 
ginning of October. Moreover, campaigning 
in July and August will be very difficult due 
to the rains. 
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That Waves us with only (c) The risks that we 
shall be taking will be 

(i) Gambling on the iains, and, 

(n) The possibility of the Opposition Parties com 
ing to some sort of a functional uuity, but these 
should be accepted as < alrulaled risks and 
something almost inescapable and unavoidable 
We shall have to face this ihallenge and meet 
it properly. 

Rut during this period, that is to say, from now 
onwards up to early Febiuary next year we must have 
definite programmes both on the economic as well as 
political fronts This has to be well thought out and 
properly implemented On the economic front, we 
shall have to think of the future of some of our indus 
tnes, such as, sugar, and also ensure that there is no 
recession, and consequent lay-offs and enforced un¬ 
employment anywhere Rural development has also to 
be kept in mind, and every effort should be made to 
have effective and equitable distubution of some of the 
basic wage goods at reasonable puces Also the pmh 
lem of the landless has to be dealt with in a far moie 
systematic and disciplined mannci so that a feeling ot 
optimism is aroused amongst them 

On the political front, sonic* diuslic action has to 
be taken. Democracy does not mean that there should 
be permissiveness in every sphere There has to be 
discipline and law and order strictly maintained. Wc 
should therefore, take poweis to ban such organisations 
as thp R S S and the Ananda Marg The irresponsible 
and malicious Press has to be controlled Activists ot 
all extremists, communal and lawless Parties have to 
be detained The selection here has to be carefully 
made and planned properly. 

For the above purposes, two groups should be set 
up and work started immediately for the economic mea 


sures and for the political steps. 

Finally there should be no pa> Iwmentcn y stiltti 
after the rommq Budget Session is over This sessio 
should be allowed to go on up to the end of May < 
even the middle of June I suppose even ordinal 
that would be the case; then in December Parhan 
should be dissolved and the Flections called for on 
date between Ihe middle of January and middle 
rebi uary next year If Parliament goes on till 
middle of June, there need be no Parhamentaiy St 
for 6 months from then, and dissolution in Decen 
that is, within the period of six months from the la ' 
Session of Pailiament will be in ordei The advantagi 
of doing this is obvious The Opposition will find no 
forum to falsely and maliciously malign us a little be 
fore the polls, and, public memory being short, people 
will forget all the malicious attacks made way back 
Trom the 17th Februaiy tc the middle of June, that is 
to sav during the Budget Session 

There is. however, one overriding condition to all 
this and that is that there is no serious economic slump 
till at least the beginning of 1976 You will have to 
talk to your Economic Ministers particularly Subia 
maniam andT also vour economic advisers. If they -sav 
that things will start becoming roally bad from the 
middle of this year, then we will be back In squau* one 
again and start thinking of Flections m May Secondly 
we must not annoy the working class—at least to the 
extent that it is possible—and bung about leasonabh 
settlements in every sphere 

Kindest icganls, 

Youis sincerely 
&IDDHA1YI11A 


Inspired by friendly <onwit nt\ front the |mimi 
British Premier Mr Harold Maimdlan who tens on n 
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SAMRAKSHA scheme 


visit to Calcutta, Mr Ray wrote to Mrs (Sandhi on the 
same day: 



Andhra Bank’s Samraksha 
Scheme showed him how 
to keep away the financial 
worries in his old age. 


When Mr. Mehta heard of 
Andhra Bank's Samraksha 
Schama, he pictured himself 
relaxing in his old age read¬ 
ing his favourite novels, with 
not a thought on next month's 
income. The money you put in 
now in the Samraksha Scheme 
meets your financial needs 
when you need it most. 

Mr. Mehta is only one of the 
thoughtful persons who have 
joined Andhra Bank's 
Samraksha Scheme. And the 
Samraksha Scheme is just one 
of the need-based schemes 
thought of by Andhra Bank. 

With nearly SS years of 
banking experience and over 
600 branches spread all over 
the country, Andhra Bank hat 
other schemes too. Like 
Kalpatharuvu, Bhagyalakshrni. 


Kiddy Bank. Samkshetna. 
Janasahaya, Karshakasahaya. 
Gruhakalpa and Social Security 
Scheme for women. As well as 
advances to industries and 
priority sector including weaker 
sections. Each throughtfully 
planned to suit your exact 
needs. 


Andhra Bank - the bank 
responsive to people's 
needs. 



Andhra 
Bank Ltd. 

Regd. A Central Office . 
Sultan Bazar. 

Hyderabad • 600 OBI. 

Chairmen : 

0. SWAMINATHA REDDY 


i CALCUTTA, 

j 19th February 1975 

j Dear Indira, 

f just had lunch with Harold Macmillan. Tony (A. 

I L. Dias, Governor) and I were able to draw him out. 

I Macmillan said that things appeared to be fine in India, 
j 1 told him that some Labour M.P.s that I have met have 
i fully realised that our Prime Minister’s stand is abso¬ 
lutely correct. Then' to the great embarrassment of the 
i High Commissioner’s people present at the lunch Mac- 
! millan said, “Yes, they know that we also have to do 
j what you have done. We are living in a glass house in 
! F.ngland and unless we adopt the same measures we 
! shall not be able to save ourselves.” 

i Yours sincerely, 

SIDDHARTHA. 

On the eve of her departure for Moscow in 1976, 
Mr Ray sent the PM a letter praising a speech she had 

made on Socialism „_ 

Camp 
NEW DELHI, 
31.5.76. 

Dear Indira, 

Your speech yesterday on our concept of ‘Socialism’ 
was superb. I wonder if you could also, to forestall any 
motivated criticism from the West, make it clear that 
by having the word ‘Socialism in our preamble, we are 
not turning our country into a socialist democracy but 
advocating the concept of democratic socialism. We are 
merely saying that we shall have our own brand of 
socialism through the process of democracy and every 
sector and every section will find due recognition in our 
scheme of things. 

I shall not be seeing you before you leave for Mos¬ 
cow. So here’s wishing you ‘Bon Voyage'. As I always 
say, “if you cannot be good, do be careful. Enjoy your¬ 
self—see all the ballets, let yourself go and examine the 
Russian way of life (not too intimately!) but for Pete’s 
sake do not come back as Indiraki Gandhikou!! ! 

Best wishes, 

Your< sincerely, 
SIDDHARTHA. 

PS. In another few minutes I leave for Calcutta. 

As though on second thoughts, Mr Ray sent Mrs 
Gandhi another note after his return to Calcutta: 

CALCUTTA, 
(June 1, 1976 

Dear Indira, 

After seeing your Moscow programme in the papers 
this morning I felt very contrite for having sent you 
that flippant note last night. Poor you—you will have 
to do a lot of hard work there and perhaps not even 
have a wink of sleep. 

The Russians are very hard bargainers—you will 
have to draw heavily on your toughness!! Ask them 
not to sell Indian commodities, which they take from us 
Fairly cheap on the solemn promise that they will be used 
only in their home markets, not in other markets of the 
world through various devices and fictitious agencies. 

From the newspaper reports about your work in 
Russia, it is clear that something important will come 
out as a result of your visit. 

May you succeed as always! 

Kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
SIDDHARTHA. 


26 













• •• 








K':- \ 









. \ p'y ■ wwt ~ ' .'^V 


MOHUN’S 


V 


Gold Coin 

APPLE JUICE 


Available in 650 ml and 200 ml bottles, 

MOHAN MEAKIN BREWERIES LIMITED (Estd. 1855) 


Distributors TRADE LINKS LIMITED, 'Prabhat Kiran', 17 Raimdra Place, New Delhi-110008 




Prtnc'an>un Rak^hit 



Calcutta submerged 


C ALCUTTANS are a tribe ot 
talkers. But on Wednesday, 
September 27 they were speechless 
They woke up to find their homes 
drowning 



The big downpour started at about 
2am that morning Within three 
hours the whole city was under 
water The first reaction of people 
was to wait for the ram to stop. It 
didn’t The milk vans did not ar 
rive Nor did the morning papeis 
No shops opened It was soon obvt 
<ms that the ram was not a seasonal 
downponi, but a catastrophe Ihi 
lain continued through Wednesday 
Thursday and I riday without res 
pite The city was a sheet of wat< i 
distuihed by rickshaws and army 
trurks 1ht maidan had disappc tr 
ed Victoua Memonal stood in i 
lake For over 72 houis people wen 
looped up in their 100 ms Pjvi 
ment dwellers huddled togethei un 
dei whatever shiltei they could find 
-foyers of buildings on housi lops 
tiers and even ledges above doois 
Khlihtui was the onlv food cookid 
not only because of its aSooiiiluni 
with such weatliei but bnausi 
not hi c ^ was available in the m ti 
kits 1 lie was at a standstill 

And whtn the wattrs (dim down 
( alcutta was flooded with stoiu s 
Of the many young people who had 
worked hard for months foi the IAS 
< summation but could not iraili 
then eenties Soumcn Ganguly had 
to miss his IAS Political Scenic 
paper on W( dm sdav He had 
looked forward hopf fully to the c xa 
ininatimis as lus onh ihanit of get 
ting a tob The questions this yi n 
weit fauly simple too he sud Put 
the rains rame and washed all Uni 
away At the Presidency t oil* g< 
eentie sevm out of a total of 10 
i xanmit f s turned up loi the I uro 
pe.m Hisloiy pa|H r on Thuisdav 
Septembei 28 One determined boy 
however had walked from Uttai 
pira to Piesidimv t ollege a dis 
lance of about IS kms to sit for tin 
i xammations 'Boys like him have 
shown us a It sson ’ said anolhi i 
disappointed cximinoo 

Uttiva Dasgupta 16 was coming 
home from school Mayo College 
Ajmei lor Ins mid U i m vacation bv 
the Coalfield fcxpriss The tram 
stopped at Dankum where there was 
heavy wateilogging and a tree had 
fallen across the lutks He got olT 
the tiain with his belongings and 
lumped on to the waiting Dankum 
Passenger, bound foi Sealdah 
Uttiya finally got home on a rnk 
shaw Hundreds of others were 
siranded on incoming trams. 

Miss Sushuma Mundul is about 67 
md as headmistress of Julicn ll.iv 
School, Gangarampui, she bears a 
heavy responsibility The school 
has a boarding house for children. 
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Trains were immobilised and railway trarkr disappearexl at Tikiapara, the 
approach to Howrah Station 



The hand of death 


On Wednesday she was anxious 
about their condition. She stepped 
into the water and inched her way 
to the local marketplace where the 
school bus was to pick her up. It 
did not arrive. 

“The greatest difliuilty was drink 
ing water,” said Miss Arena Mundul 
;in old resident of Nagerbazar »n 
Hum Ituin, with a grimace. “We 
had to use it very sparingly.” Outside 
there was waist-deep flood water on 
Hum I)um Road even on Sunday, 
when the skies had elea 'ed. "People 
weie yanking up big katla and lata 
fish from the water and selling them 
lor as inueh as ten rupees each. 
It's a shame, that people should 
have bought them too. Rut lhat 
was the only ‘bazar* on those davs. 
I've never seen anything like this 
Mine 1917. That was another hail 
year.” M iss Mundul moaned. 

The milk that was supplied from 
Government milk booths on Tlmrs 
day had curdled and people pro¬ 
tested against this. The Chief 
Minister himself remarked : “1 have 

returned the milk. T do not know 
it it was ■ rally milk. I do not even 
know if they accept returned 
bottles.” 

The city’s public transport system 
i ante in for an attac k. The AnuiuJa 
li.izar 1‘alrika asked that if army 
trucks could ply on the streets on 
all the three, days why could not 
State Transport buses, at least «n 
' some of the safer routes ? No public 
%i)uses were visible for three days. 
%towever, the Chief Minister appeal¬ 
ed to all Government employees to 
attend office, to help restore a col¬ 
lapsing administration. (The grmy 
had set up a parallel office, at Cal 
Bazar, the city's police headquarters, 
to supervise rescue and relief ope¬ 
rations.) 

A famous Bengali author who 
writes by the pen name “Banaphool" 
living in Lake Town said that the 
Chief Secretary, Mr Amiya Kumar 
Sen, also a resident of the area, had 
left in an army truck at night with- 


A S we go to press, alarming 
reports of death and destine: 
lion have been coming in. I'm 
example., 300 people have been 
reported washed away by a wall 
of water that swept through a 
cinema hall at Bakslii in Uluheria 
subdivision. One thousand vil 
lagers from fletlipur Char, on the 
banks of the turbulent Ajoy 
most of them refugees from 
Bangladesh— were aroused by 
heavy rain at midnight on Octo¬ 
ber 2 3. l-'or then, however, the 
warning came too late. The 
waters of the. Ajoy and the King 
low ravaged the entire village, 
sweeping it away without sparing 
even one of the huts. Even those 
huddling on rooftops were washed 
away and only those on the high¬ 
est trees were spared. A 2!>-ycar- 
old housewife took shelter on the 


roof of her hut along with her 
husband and four children, the 
youngest of whom was two 
months old. Only the mother 
was saved. At least another thou¬ 
sand lives were lost at Khoirashol. 
• 

300,000 residents of Nabadwip, 
marooned for six days by between 
10 and 20 feet of water, are on 
the edge ol hysteria as they shout 
for food, drinking water and fuel 
while they stand on high vantage 
points. To add to their compoun¬ 
ded miseries, the town seems to 
be in the grip of a cholera epi¬ 
demic. Wc appeal to our readers 
to contribute generously for relief. 
West Bengal, Bihar and other 
flood-aflected States need your 
help. It would be a moral crime 
to remain indifferent to the plight 
of these unfortunate millions. 
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out letting anyone know about it, 
although hundreds of people weie 
virliidlly marooned Mr Sea had 
shitted to the Raj Hlravan The 
Home Secretary Mr Rathm Seri 

gupta did not attend office, despite 
Mr Jyoti Basu's ferveur plea The 

Chief Minister himself rame to 

office in a hre brigade van. whirh 
broke down twice one day And 

Mr Basu once gave a lift to a gionp 
of students who were on then wav 
In appear at an examination 

Vegetables wen- sold at Jadu 
Bubo's Baaar in Bhowampore undei 
polite guard Mt lyoti Basu had 
appealed to all potato vendors to 
keep the pine of potatoes at Rs !.50 


a kg, but nothing could prevent 
them fiom demanding more Pai 
\al sold for Rs 5 a kg and eggs foi 
Re I caih 

Badly hit were the image makers 
in Kumaituli in North Calcutta, in 
view of the approaching Duiga 
pujas With just a week to go for 
(he pujas the in age maker- jn 
woirted about whethca they would 
lie able to meet their orders The 
i am and watci logging had damaged 
a mini be i ot hall complt te images 
Nrisinglia Pal had seven orders from 
Kasba and ( hetla worth about Rs 
3,500 bat he doubted if tlu* orgam 
sei s would even take delivery 
‘Kasba is under deep watei." he 


says Ixplaimng their pioblenis he 
said “ Though there was not much 
waterlogging lieie in Kuniartulr, be 
rause of the nearby liver Bhaguathi 
into which tin* wall i diams olf our 
images were damaged by the rains 
1 have nevei laced such a difficult 
atuation before Our piohlems have 
been iggiavated by pet sistejit load 
shedding he said pausing to ms 
iruct mu of the hands working on 
in imagt 

Hit tales ot woe aside there was 
i happu i side to the floods in Cal 
mild Pot omr people got together 
in rnanv finalities to oi g mi sc r«>het 

NIRMAL MITRA 


Underground under water 


F OR the last many months, (al 
r nti,i tt itfir's biggest enemy has 
bren tlu underground lailway pro 
led V\oik on this ambitious scheme 
is now in full throttle, and fhe hist 
tutu railway in Calcutta should be 
in opiiation by 1184 l’eople expert 
the undei giuund to become not 
unit the transporter of millions ot 
C alcuttans but at.o the unothcul 
home ot thousands ot Calcutta 1 - 
destitutes 

And so will thru be a calamity 
it floods the like of whuh we hav“ 
seen Hus ve.u suddcmly hit Calcutta 
aftei the tube is ready' Wilt thou 
sands simply drown to death' Will 
the 1/ mile long metio become 
another over flowing sewei ' In case 
this eve i happens the dc atti toll is 
anybody’s guess 

tn all underground railway insta 
llations theie are two points through 
which the watei can easily rush in. 
One is the entry and exit point, 
known as shaft point or the subway 
station and the second is the sloping 
section where the underground rad- 
tracks cmeige and continue ovei 
ground In all metro systems, mar 
shaikng yards and repair sheds are 
situated overground The openings 
where the tracks emerge to continue 
overground are quite huge and can 
take in an incredible amount of ram 
and flood water London also faces 
a potentially serious flood threat, 
which if it comes to pass, will 
damage its superb undei ground 
the most To counter this, a bar 
rage has been planned near the 
Thames estuary According to an ex 
pert source in Calcutta, there have 
been instances in the past when 
underground railway networks have 
been totally inundated causing grave 
damage to life and property 

The recent floods brought work at 
most MTP construction sites to a 
standstill It will take seven days 
at least before ail the water can be 
pumped out and work resumed. Some 
contractors were unable to retrieve 
their riia chines working underground 
In time, and suffered losses - But, at 
a few points work continued unaba 



Ihe tube ratlwau is a tunnel full 
of w at er 

ted loi instance* at the sub set lion 
between l oily gunge budge and the 
Southern Avenue ju>ution vvheie 
the road had iein.lined above watei 
levet Voi tunately no lives were lost. 
What precaution have the million 
lies taken to combat this danger' 
According to Mi K N Dasgupta, 
chief uvil engmeei at the MIR. 
!hi precautions being taken will en 
sure total safety 

The entrance point of a tube rail 
way station is nothing spertaculu A 
flight of staus lead to an elevated 
platform from where lifts, escalators 
nr stairs descend downwards Mr 
Daxgupta said that the MTP has 
meticulously rerordt d the highest 
flood water marks at all the intend 
ed exit and entiv points The pi at 
forms will be built at a still hig.nr 
level so that water «annot come tn 
In spite of this if the water manages 
to rise above the platform, steel or 
concrete boards will be immediately 
placed at all entry points The entry 
point at subways is never wider than 


tight (id hi mi him king the jim‘i 
tuu* should not lie a viiy difficult 
l.i'k at least tin on In ally In the 
sloping section Mi Dasfiipt! said 
that the wall, .m so design* d that 
they aie above the highest item dec! 
flood lev< I The cornu tc embank 
uu ids on both tlu side mine that 
Hood vvate i will lie kept at ti ly Ot 
corn i this fiavis out tin vital 
ques'inn of i.uu wall i whuli cannot 
be stop|M*d by t mhankmc nts To 
counter this thteat anottn r scheme 
is employed running parallel to the 
tracks arc* a senes of artificial de¬ 
pressions known as sumps fiom the 
sumps, watci is puaqied out into the 
suiface diaiuage system 

“An engmeei winking at a metro 
piotect wages a iciustant wai against 
wale r I he expei lence of l orirlun, 
Mosiow, Montreal, Rome, Beilin, 
Tokyo Osaka and olhei cities testi 
lies to this taring floods is not the 
only problem involved Take our 
own MTP tor mdame We 0 |« rate 
13 metres below the suit.uc- ot the 
earth On an average the wall r 
table ranges between thiee and 
seven inelies We need to pump out 
the watci constantly so that the en 
lue stiuetme does not collapse* un 
der the impact ot hydrostatatn pres 
sure Tube wells come up tronr the 
surface* ot the earth at intervals ot 
six feet and i nntimiousiv piunp out 
the watei We are used to dealing 
with water Sudden floods and loi 
rential downpour lepresenl an ex 
treme lase But we are, all the 
same, ready to deal with anv emei 
gency,’ said Mr Disgupta confidently 

The combat methods described bv 
Mr Dasgupta have been used in 
Tokyo, and in a few Luropean cities. 
In Cali utta, ram water, as opposed 
to river water, is expected to pose 
the greatest problem Sloping sec¬ 
tions, which are also known as 
ramps will need to be laiefully pro 
tected In this city, the two sloping 
' sections have been designed bet 
we«n Dum Dum and Belgachia tn 
the north and the area around 
Tollygunge Golf Club in the south. 

S. N M ABDI 
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Unravelling the JP enigma 



Few Indian leaders have 
been so deeply impelled by 
ideology, and yet proved so 
baffling to students of their 
philosophies as Jayaprakash 
Narayan. BHOLA CHATTER- 
Jl talks about the JP he 
has personally known, and 
attempts to interpret his 
line of thought, in a birth¬ 
day tribute. 


A UGUST 9, 1942. India was afire. 

According to H. Tottenham, the 
then additional home secretary. Gov¬ 
ernment of India, “from the begin¬ 
ning of the Struggle the Congress 
Socialist Party (CSP), an integral 
part of the Congress, had played an 
important part. The escape from 
Hazaribagh Jail in early November 
of Jayaprakash Narayanj general se¬ 
cretary of CSP, the same man whose 
detected attempt to smuggle loiters 
from Deoli in 1941 had caused such 
a sensation and who in those letters 
had poured scorn on the ‘farce of 
satyagraha’ and had called for the 
organisation of a secret wing which 
would not pay even lip service to the 
creed of non-violence—further in¬ 
creased the influence of the Left 
wing section of the Congress. Jaya¬ 
prakash Narayan came to pay an in¬ 
creasingly important part in the 
direction of a movement which was 
now indistinguishable from an under¬ 
ground revolutionary movement". 

June 25, 1975. India suddenly 

found itself confronted with the. worst 
political crisis since its attainment of 
freedom in 1947. The villain of the 
piece was none other than the 72, 
year-old Mr Jayaprakash Narayan. 
If the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, was any guide, be had be¬ 
come the most untiring spokesman of 
the forces of reaction; and in him 
the treasonous elements found the 
man they could count upon. As the 
former Prime Minister observed in 
her broadcast over All India Radio 
on June 26, 1975, “In the name of 
democracy it has been sought to ne¬ 
gate the very functioning of demo¬ 
cracy”. Obviously referring to JP, 
she said, “certain persons have gone 
to the length of inciting our armed 
forces to mutiny and our police to 
rebel.” On the face of it, there is 
not much difference between the two 
assessments, notwithstanding the vast 


change the scenario had meanwhile 
undergone. If Ihe colonial rulers 
were convinced that JP posed a 
threat to the empire, independent 
India’s third Prime Minister also be¬ 
lieved that he endangered the secu¬ 
rity of the State. 

Since his withdrawal from the So¬ 
cialist movement, of which he was 
one of the. chief architects, Mr Jaya¬ 
prakash Narayan had been variously 
described as a confused ideologue, 
an escapist, a shirker. By the lime 
free. India's first Prime Minister, Mr 
Jawaharlal Nehru, died JP had been 
dismissed as a spent force. He had 
been, so to speak, put in the dock, 
condemned and executed, juridically 
of course, by the so-called elite of 
almost every conceivable political 
persuasion. Yet this man was set on 
a pedestal at the ripe old age of 72 
and implored by nearly the entire 
spectrum of the Opposition to snatch 
a brand from the burning when the 
political situation had reached a 
crisis. 

The question is; What is Jaya¬ 
prakash Narayan, the essential JP, 
that is?—A compulsive protester? An 
adventurer in the realm of ideas? 
A nihilist? An iconoclast for the lovn 
of it? A seer born before his time? 
A late twentieth century version of 
John Bunyan's Christian? A way¬ 
farer in search of an idyllic society? 
Or a lonely crusader intent on bear. 


ing his ctoss and that lor the right 
set of reasons? For an understanding 
of this politically complex person a 
flashback into his long and intensely 
lived political life that spans nearly 
five and a half decades would not be 
counter-productive. 

Following the. failure of the 1932 
civil disobedience movement a sec¬ 
tion of Congressmen, foremost among 
them being JP, keenly felt the nerd 
lor a radical orientation of the free¬ 
dom struggle. This eventually re¬ 
sulted in the birth of the Congress 
Socialist Party in 1954. With JP, 
who had been a card holder of the 
American Communist Party during 
his salad days in the USA, as its 
general secretary, it was constituted 
as a group within the Congress. On 
lheir own admission the early Socia¬ 
lists were Marxists, but it would be 
stretching the point too far should 
it be suggested that CSP’.s ideologii al 
orientation contained anything more 
substantial than certain Marxist over¬ 
tones. 

A committed supporter of Left, 
unity in the 1930s, Jav.iprakash 
then considered Gandhi to be "a 
bourgeois reformist mired in a bog 
of timid economic analysis, good in¬ 
tentions and ineffectual moralising.” 
He was in fact convinced that ‘ Gan¬ 
dhism has played its part. It cannot 
carry us farther and hence we must 
march and be guided by the ideir 
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logy of Socialism ” But by the time 
the Tripun Confirms session took 
pla<e his attitude toward Gandhi.in 
diratrd a certain change hi-> neutral 
stand on Netaji Subhas Bose’s brush 
with Gandhi is a < a ,<■ in point The 
argument w i c tii it the fieedom 
sliuggte had re H hi if a < ritual stage 
and, theiefoi ■ nothing should be 
done that might -pht the national 
pi.itt'ii n that the tongiess was 

Iti< efforts of the Socialist niove- 
nu nt uni e independence had appa 
i ult\ been to project ilselt beth as 
(lie l’ut\ oi Socialism with an Indian 
tail rid i. a ciable alternative to 
tie- (unjii s which, according to .IP, 
■ms list stiieurnbing to uuthoula 
ri iRism following the death of G ire 
din Changes canu thick and fast m 
he ipproach to in n md e v c-nts 
Much as the ■socialist Paitv conti 
mud to exhibit i' Marxist identity, 
IP laid -diess is t u bji k as 1 )18 on 
flu importance of the cpiestion of 
c nds and means, on the m ed *oi a 
spiritual reorientation of thinking At 
the I’jilys Patna conferenu in 1049 
he emphasised that “nui me ms must 
be good if we wish to attain noble 
ends \ year later, !9S0 to be 
pieusc IP obseived that "the ■soon 
>t Party is not patterned af'c ra 
suns mechanically lilted out o' r 
xian text books Socialism , ml 
just a school of thought, but a new 
cultrm a new civilisation’’ Rc-lrr- 
ling to the ‘•anoc/ciyu movement he 
said that the ■’Sarrodaya plan is no 


wishy washy sentimentalism but a 
concrete programme of basic social 
revolution .Sarvodaya contains 80 
per cent of the immediate program¬ 
me of the Socialist Party, besides 
sharing the common ideal of the 
classless and casteless society ” It 
may lie noted that between him and 
Dr Rammanohar l.ohia, the emer 
ging theoretician of the Party, sharp 
differences of opinion on certain ba 
sic policy issues had by then sur 
faced Particularly regarding the So 
nahst Party's attitude toward Mi 
lawaharlal Nehiu and the Sarvodaya 
movement The severe drubbing the 
Socialist Paitv received in the first 
general elections only accentuated 
the whole thing 

1 'Hl picee.s of JP\ withdrawal 
from active politic' ' > * totted 
Alter a ttueevveek ' tut pacific a 
lion” fast in 19 he auoouni ed his 
"final hre d ’» Marxism ’ Although 
he was nn> <* tne pun<ipal sponsois 
of the sclu u, hu the in,, fi, r of thr 
Socialist I'irty md ihe Risau Mac 
door I’r.tjj Pait> (a Paitv of formei 
(onpiessuieii who had left the Con 
guss undei the leadership cil Achaiya 
! II Kupalani unmecli.it‘tv hefote 
the 1952 gc nei il election-) * limn 
the Praia Socialist w .'v i P), he 
opted foi Acharya Vinoba Bbave s 
Bhoodan n,overne nt ,nuth be tore the 
new Party got off the groaud It was 
his hi in belief that Win >Jan, which 
hinged cr ■ oiviitual gooctne s' and 
“moial c ,np w as a better Tool 


of socio-economic change. A little 
later, early 1953, he met, much to 
Dr Lotus's resentment, Mr Jawahar- 
lal Nehru at the latter's invitation, 
with a view to exploring the possibi¬ 
lities of the PSP’s sharing power on 
the basis of its 14-point programme, 
at all levels with the Congress. The 
exercise proved futile but it gene¬ 
rated in the Party a climate of scep¬ 
ticism and controversy This plus Mr 
Asoka Mehta’s thesis "Political Com¬ 
pulsions of a Backward Economy” 
advocating "close co-operation bet 
ween democratic Parties, tn this case 
the Congress and the PSP, to the 
task ol development", which enjoyed 
JP’s support, and the misadventuies 
ot the Congress supported minority 
PSP Government in Tiavancore- 
Cochm (.now called Kerala) wtic the 
principal factors in the break up of 
the PSP 

At the Bodh Gaya Sarvodaya con 
ference ,n late 195> IP "decided to 
give up politic^ ’, but retained hu 
membership of the PSP only to re 
sign it sometime after the second 
geneial elections Explaining in a 
letter to a PSP friend in November 
1957 the reasons for his witbdiawal 
“ficjm Party and power politics' JP 
said that he did it not because of 
digsust or auy personal frustration 
but because it became clear to me 
that politics could not debver the 
goods The goods being the same old 
goals of equality freedom, biothei 
hood, peace ” He was of the cipmum 
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Vital facts about Colds and Flu 
and how to fight these ailments 


“I find 
Anacin of 
great help', 
says Nurse 
Angela 
Fernandes . 



Nurse Angela Fernandes 
finds Anacin strong 
enough to give quick 
relief from the aches and 
pains of colds md flu. 


W> si causes colds 
a - ill. > 

Air borne viruses from 
mkaed persons spread 
colds and flu Normally, 
the body resists these 
viruses But over-exer¬ 
tion or under-nourish¬ 
ment weakens the body 
and lowers resistance 
to infection 

What are the symptoms? 
Bodyache, heaviness in 
the head, sneezing and 
a runny nose Flu is 
often accompanied by 
shivertng, discomfort 
and sweating. Cough, 
sore throat, loss of 
appetite and fatigue 
may follow 
Caa it lead to 
comptkatfcns? 
Neglected cases may 
lead to pneumonia and 


infect'on ot the upper 
respiratory tract 

How does Anacin help? 

Anacin relieves the 
misery of colds and 
flu Anacin is strong— 
it contains more of the 
pam-rcliever doctors 
most recommend all 
over the world Anacm 
is trusted by millions 
It is a combination of 
medicines like a 
doctor’s trusted pre¬ 
scription. So at the first 
signs of cold or flu take 



Anacin four times a 

day 

What else should 

you do? 

• Drink plenty of 
fluids, boiled watei, 
orange or lemon 
juice 

• Eat nourishing foods 

• Rest adequately 

• Gargle with anti¬ 
septic or salt water 

• Keep rooms properly 
ventilated 


Strong and trusted 

MANNERS 

PtHAC/Y 


India's most popular pain-reliever 
From the Anacin Division of Geoffrey Manners 

*l%agd-TM 



that “the Party system...was emas¬ 
culating the people 1 ’ instead of help¬ 
ing them to “establish their self rule 
and to manage their affairs themsel¬ 
ves" The search for an alternative 
took him to Gandhi. Vinoba. sorvo 
dayu and hhoodan In larvoaaya he 
discovered “people's Socialism”, In 
Vmoba’s movement he found an 
affirmative answer to the question 
“Could Gandhiji s philosophy offer a 
practical method to accomplish the 
social revolution 1 "’ l (aberrating his 
concept of lokmtt he said that this 
stood for the sarvoduyo brand of 
politics or “politics of the people” as 
distinct irom rainur or “politics of 
Party and power ’’ While I okashakti 
and rajasheklt symbolised respecti 
vely people's power and power of the 
State He stated categorically that 
“hhoodan is not a progi amine of 
meiely collecting and distributing 
lands It is rather the fust step to 
w.rid a Total Revolution—social poll 
ti al and economic,” and the goat 
was peop’es’ Sooalism ’’ 

JP had at that point pul his trust 
In th< Sarvodaya Bhoodan movement 
and all that went with it He had ac 
quirerf a charisma that was second 
only to Prune Minister Ni hm’s That 
5-<- iould take certain things tor grant 
ed that h- had come to hiebour a 
fe> ’ ng of inviolability and that hts 
words and deeds reflect! d an assu 
rani, that the exercise of the right 
to dissent and to protest would not 
mviti Ihi- proverbial earl/ morning 
knoik at the door refit ct.d in a way 
>hi rt lativcly liberal political climate 
that obtained in the 'country, thanks 
largely m Mr Nehru He did have a 
voue m almost every issue of nutto 
nal importance, he lodged a piotest 
whemver he thought ht to do so, 
and bolh the Opposition and the 
ruling Party gave him a hearing If 
the Opposition did not deny his pre 
eminence Mr Nehru (then diffei on 
ces of opinion notwithstanding, JP 
and Mr Nehru maintained cotnmu 
■location with each other till the lat 
ter breathed his last) was loath to 
ignore him 

F lom heie to the day in July 197'5, 
when lie woke up to find that his 
“win id lies in a shambles all around 
me ” it was not, in terms of time, a 
great distance, to be sure But nol 
so othuwise He was very much a 
disillusioned person All his lalcula 
lions, his assurance, his hopes and 
dreams had gone haywire The 
change that had taken place in his 
thinking seemed to contradict some 
ot the basic ideological formulations 
that had all these years determined 
his approach to men and events He 
was> persuaded of the irrelevance of 
the Bhoodan Sarvodaya movement, of 
the fact that Vinoba was a false 
prophet In his own words, “the 
gram xi varajya movement was not 
capable of bringing abo-t a syste 
malic political revolution The prom 
swarajya movement, beginning with 
bhoodan . and passing through gram 
dan has taken more than 20 years 
to reach the ineffectual state in 
which it is found today" 


Even a brief review of the train 
of events culminating in this would 
suggest that it was not an ait ot 
delibeiatc choice that egged JP on to 
a head on collison with the Indira 
regime Until all his options exiept 
one—direct confront ilion— had bei n 
closed by the powers that be he 
m..dc icpeated yet ti Hitless effoils 
to keep a dialogue going with Indira 
Gandhi in the hope ot persuading 
her not to let things drift Well 
betoie the situation in Gtij irat went 
over the bunk in December 1973 he 
had on and off “wi itten and spoki n 
powerfully against polihc.il torrup 
non (Party Government admimsti i 
lion), suggesting meins to iheck it 
as well as the need to iifoun the 
electoial law and prociduie” It 
was “specifically to discuss these 
points as IP observes that ‘I hjd 
met the Pi mie Minister twtrr In 
1973 and had come away sonly dis 
appointed' lie regretted that he 
had 1 wasteil two years trying to bung 
about a politics of consensu* 11 
came to nothing” A despot ihr 
situation no doubt lie w is js it 
were groping in the dark lor an 
exit win n be saw i pinpoint ot light 
in Gujer it “I saw students in 
Gujarat bung about a big politic d 
change with the backing of the 
pe-ople and I km w it was thi way 
out kioin this tune on Ju never 
looked bark If the Opposition 
Partu s found in him the only Indian 
who could take on the '7 yen old 
apparently invincible fungi ess ri 
gillie IP also responded Jo the if 
appeal hoping to mike* the nest 
move feu ward But he was care ful 
not to allow the mime elute objeetiv. 
ef liquidating “the ( ongre* . mono 
poly ot power at the Lentn* and 
that ‘ m the* interest of the he elth of 
our democracy* to obfuscate the* 
distant 

Sharing his undei standing ot the 
politic al situation with the people he 
said in the course of a meeting at 
Kanpur on June 5, 1974 “This is a 
rebellion a total rebellion This is 
a movement not meiely foi the dis 
solution of the* (Bihar) Assembly 
Fver smee 1 lust gave the- call of 
“Youth for Democracy”, I have been 
telling the* youlh that they should be* 
their own leaders 1 will only advise 
But lui'nds insisted that 1 should 
accept the burden of leadeiship l 
hesitated but befoie* going fiom 
Patna I accepted the lask in all 
humility, iralfsing my own ti it 
limitations However, 1 would luunb 
ly submit that I won’t agree to he a 
leader only in name T will take* the 
advice ot all, of the students Ihe 
people, the Jana Sanghaish Samites 
But the decisions will be mme and 
you will haye to accept them Tlv n 
alone will my leadership have mean 
mg, and this revolution ntay be 
successful ” What was this man 
aiming at’ Did he aspire to have 
total power’ The answer would be 
both yes and no Power in the sense* 
it is generally understood be had no 
use for— he did “not aspire to any 
political position of power or m 
nuence,” 


At the same time he desired power 
and not a little of it Sounds anti¬ 
thetical’ No reason why it should 
if one re-collects his observat'on while 
elaborating his the sis "People’s 
Voluntary Activity is the Foundation 
of Dcinocrary” way back in the caily 
Sixties ‘ We in the Sarvodaya 
movement emphasiip the initiative of 
the people—lokshakti—as against raj 
shakli power of the State- politics 
of the people— lokncetl —as against 
reijnce-ti politii s of the Government 

the nioic thr people depend on the 
State or the Governme nt the more 
theie is denial or ustriction of 
detune raey Gandhiji was the undis 
puled Kadei of the countiy He 
fought a remarkable battle for free 
dom and he won a remarkable victory 
But we know that after the victory 
Gandhi did not take power in his 
own hands Why f Because he* was 
thinking of grassrot democracy, of r,o 
nig to the people and showing them 
how to run their affairs themselves’ 
To all appearances the man had fast 
himself in a mould that was nothing 
if not Gandhian in more respect 
than one 

On the other hand, Mrs Indira 
Gandhi a superb tactieian with a 
gift loi populist politic but without 
much of Nehru’s understanding of 
polities was patently in a hurry And 
she saw danger where* none existed 
Hoi judgment got warped and she 
had ,i distorted perspective eif JP’s 
true intentions Wire she di>pas r m 
nate enough to see things in their 
right perspe-rtive she would have 
understood that IF was incapable of 
being a contend!-' so far as the ex 
eiiise of *-tcV pe.we-e was c one c i ned 
that he hail nol still set up the 

stamlarei ot iivolt and that the grant 
of what he hid been asking for 
would only add anothei string to her 
how 1 or all her hnesse in tactical 
manoeuvre s anil short term manage 
me nl of nun and affaus Mis Gandhi 
failed to ippreeta'i* that IP had 
hitched his wifore to a star This 
also explains wh. 1* did not take him 
long to ippiccii I hat the gap 
be Iwe e n pioi.eisi* er d fulfilment was 
widening fast much too fast foe the 
people no! to look askanie at the 
Janata Party Du* last 19 months 
balance- she et has left him in no doubt 
that the lanala Government is 
“treading ihe same old beaten track 
which ml the Congress Government 
to failure and the nation to the brink 
of disaster" This prompted the 
Piime Minister Mr Menarji De-ai 
to observe- that "if he wants e -ay 
that lie ran say so 1 do nest *ant 
lo ente-r into nftontat.nii nth 

him ’ 


The need of the hour JP erne!*'' 
,«i-s is to get the “caravan * ,np 
’total Revolution”, which b * 
to a hdt following thr U 
l.mata Party Govrinj- 
Gc nire. on the * th ,„ r ?* ,k„ 

HeslfoMhc*^mt " h ° Jf< at hrlm 
*^2«*«*. th< * jan - * j*« r *y 
of Sl , at j\ Chandrasckba. 

pre sideij,,, j cw 
one «>* 


being 
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IE I EVER SFIT 
LUTETIA AGAIN, 
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NEVER BELIEVE . 
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P ITY that l.vcna (handworker's 
utlf.-iiipt'i al a tome back did not 
prove very rewarding. Now one 
hears she has wound up her career, 
closer! up her Hals in Bombay and 
gone back to her home-town in 
Dharwur, with her parents. She had 
put on loo much weight after she 
got back from her tragic marriage, 
but she had been doing some work, 
completing her films etc. but some¬ 
how producers hadn't been too keen 
to cast her. And then one’s efforts 
at knowing the. real problem were 
always thwarted when she would 
keep breaking appointments or not 
meet the pet son she had called, at 
all! Talent she certainly had, and 
a sweet face too, the complete Hindi- 
screen heroine, who could dance 
with the typical jhullws when the 
scenes demanded. Maybe she’ll set¬ 
tle down quietly to a town-life with 
some well-to-do person where she is. 
Or at least much luck to her in that! 

A MITAIill, for all the serious 
angry, growling looks he throws 
at you, both on and off the sets, is a 
comedian at heart. He keeps his co- 
stars and the unit in splits all the 
time with his spontaneous jokes and 
mostly r-r-r-olling out his r’s in a true 
South Indian accent. I he Soutbie 
(Madrasi) accent is a new thing with 
hint. He even breaks into one of 
those off-stage dialogues in the 
middle of a rehearsal, when he has 



muffed-up his actual lines. So that 
really jerks the rug from under his 
co-stars’ feet! He always did well 
in comedy—how on earth did the 
augry-Dadagiri image hit off so well 
on him? 

'TVU.K of coincidences, and the 
* whole fUnihduntya is babbling 
about the biggest contrived sequence 
of them all. The fart that the much- 
longed for male heir in the Sanjay 
Khan family, failed to keep Papa 
back home—he had to go tripping 
up to London, work or no work, 
while Zecna l and Ferae shot for 
Onrbani. What, they say was 
Sanjay doing there? Learning some 
directorial technique from elder 
bhaiyya Feroz, down to taking a well- 
earned holiday (after the great 
achievement of the coming of the 
male heir) or providing Zeenat some 
company~any of these reasons they 
say are good enough. But the fact 
remains that if Zeenat is here, can 
Sanjay he iar behind? 

S MITA VATll. .is the type of un¬ 
predictable gal, who you think 
would laugh al a particular joke and 
frown and say something acidic 
about another incident. But it's 
quite the opposite. She’s what they 
call a ‘difficult” person to gauge— 
something of the Raakhee-type, one 
Would say. Only this one is the 
mod, arty-arty type or artiste, who'd 
fly off the handle when you’d least 
expect it: Raakhee would just frown 


and retire into a shell without warn¬ 
ing! And if you pass a harmless 
statement at her she'd probably 
chew you up in a cool sarcastic line 
—but takes a criticism in her stride. 
Well it takes all kinds to make up 
the kinky world of films and stars. 

r PHL youngest star who can claim 
* to put on the most airs and 
rightly too, is Bmdiva Goswami, while 
she is not doing too badly in films 
(with her facial similarity to liema 
Milini and a glamorous sister as 
an air-hostess, she winds her way In 
the gallis of subarban Bombay in her 
huge maroon Merce with her sister 
and looks around to see if she’s been 
recognised...or mistaken for Hemal 

A LOT of heat is being given off 
prior to the release of Krishna 
Shah’s Shaltmar. There’s no doubt 
the man has style, discipline and an 
eye for the grand. This promises to 
be a hig hit—its publicity having the 
correct tones to herald its coming 
greatness. And Krishna has kept 
his word—he began shooting the film 
last year around this time—schedul¬ 
ed to complete it within three 
months and in a year’s time, be has 
the film out for release. 

T HE latest in the line of hit- 
directors and producers is none 
other than roly-poly, utterly lovable 
Ramesh Behl or Gogi, as he is affec¬ 
tionately called. His Kosme Vo ado 
is doing super business — running 


ahead for a silver jubilee and maybe 
a golden one. Now Bamcsh’s big 
problem, as that of all hit- 
directors is what to do next? - His 
team of writers, the Mirza brothers 
are fast gaining ground on the so 
far monopolistic duo Salim Javed. Do 
we hear rumblings of insecurity on 
the S-J front? Whatever it is. the 
Mirzas are cute pair, Huinayuu being 
the good looking one (better than 
Salim, I’d say for he’s taller) and 
they are both humble and sweet. 


A S if in retaliation to the smarting 
tiff Rajesh had with Javed soim. 
time ago—he has gone and done 
what was typically expected of him 
—approached and signed the Mirza 
brothers to write a story for him! 
And in any case, he’s giving state¬ 
ments about his great comeback. 
Maybe, the Mirzas’ will be the 
vehicle he’ll use to bring him back 
to his greatness once again. One 
more unsettling score for the S-J 
team? Though I don’t want to be 
nasty and put seeds of hatred 
between the two camps (as it is they 
are always blaming the press for 
creating tensions—forgetting that we 
only lay bare what already exists) 
let not blood be shed in the rat-race. 
Anyway, I am confident the Mirzas 
are too docile and cultured and 
above petty things like trying one- 
upmanship over the supremacy or 
strength of the others, 
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Morarji Desai discusses religion, 
promiscuity, duty, salvation 


What is the Prime Minister's personal philo¬ 
sophy? What does he think of godmen, of 
salvation? What values, in his opinion, 
should guide the politician? What does he 
think of the permissive society? DINESH 
AWASTHI, editor of the Hindi weekly 
'Sputnik' and chairman of Shanti Publications 
Private Limited, had a very free and frank 
discussion with Mr. Morarji Desai on these 
subjects. We reproduce this unusual inter¬ 
view for the benefit of our readers. 

(•) What me 'to'ii i a n fin ilir permu itrc soricty 7 

A IIk i vi-.lt u< > ol tIlf p( i missive* souety It ,»<is 
Id lot 11 dr 11 in t mm) In I'ii* old I uni"., tin* iMiiiiKMvi mi 
tulv i \i\ti d lo nun i\ti lit iti Indi.i I hi. i. appoint 
limn tin* temples i.nst'd hi tin* K,ilmp.i kingdom whit h 
still < xist at Bind) no .Will iikI olI iim plates in (tnssa - 
like tin* Sun li iii|ili*, mil i tt*w otlu i, ii, I’uii But 
will I'vi i tin pt t mis.iv•* soi n*tv i*xisli il it lesulted in 
distimtiun {hi i iu st ) uioi.ililv has no plan m sin h <i 
sotii'ly, win u* mu limits .ml i opul.iti s wi’li .inv womuii 
.111(1 MU* \I1 x,i 

Q tint nou Uajni r h pul, (•mp/iiisi* mi the 'juttit 
In niton ol women' 

A I iki wise, llu* piosliluli s .lie *ik i.ilisi'd too Ifc 
oil'll poos lurtlii'i ( mil ,i\*) tint then* i* no mid tin 
imuiui'i* Ho til.o Jilvot <itt s In i si*\ In oiii toiiiitiy linn 
was * akt.i s.mipi id iv i In u i oiiiiniiinty gathtimg wonit u 
used lo take oil thin Iii.issiiii, (k. int hull) and dump 
them in .i In .ip '1 ho holds win put off A man would 
h.ivi st \ with I'ii* woman whoso biuxsiiu* lie would 
pitk up 

Q What is ipiiii opinion about Itinli i,m 7 

A l.mti , vitly.i is thou* hut I have no l.uth in it 
Suppose a lantuk poiloimid a iitu.it to kill me he tan 
not do ,o II my tltys aio not o\er a built t tanntif kill 
me II my iiid is iirai llu built l will kill me What 
can a lantuk do ill this’ (an In saw anyone' None 
tan esi apo death Only those mentally ill and sulleimu 
hum (Illusion inn a I It i tanluks 

C> Is it not tint’ that people run alter tantrum to 
arqune mahrml i/aind 

A Yes' I his is tii hmd tins malady 

0 Ar< not on? aixlmen’ misiismo tantnk ritlt/n 7 

A Who will tall them godmeti’ In laet, I will 
desnihe them as deyihnon and not Rod men 'I hose who 
misuse powcis lannot be tailed Rodmeii the leal Rod 
men are those who have beunne one with («ud They 
will never misuse the vidsa and will pielei to remain 
unknown They will not pci hum iniiatlis Has any pci 
son who has achieved self realisation (sidhi pmush) ever 
performed a miracle -1 

0 What do t/o u think about Shiadhhamula, the 
(dipped tonstrrl of I’andrt No)mi’ 


A What on I say about her 7 

Q At one plwe •the has pitusecl you a lot 

A Anybody i.m puist me What is in it’ 

<1 She sat/s she hti, performed yayna at your red 
drnce 

A It wa, not i.iRtid I do no' know (what it was), 
it was some kind of wot ship Initi dlv, I thought that sht 
wanted to do it only loi a lew days bul when she wan 
led to proloiiR it 1 si nl l.ci baik I told hr r that 1 do 
not want it and ncilliei bin I faith in it I do not hi 
line m “tantid v.mli i ’ I have no l.uth in stub yagnas 
but at the same turn I do hi, I tejeil anyone 

Q Asholoqy ’ 

A Asl'idogy is a siiem ( hut the u al aslioloRiis 
ate raie 1 do nut lonsiilt a.troloRer, and nii'liei rim 
them monev nor tiitifitati" But it anyone tomrs oil 
his own 1 pisl hsti n lo him I reiiiRnee thi st u m i 

and listen to it hut do not at on it, pt< datums I am 

not a tool If pood is to happen ‘t will, and if not n i 
one ran make it happen 

Q So you have trio-l m adrn'oiiv 7 

A Yes 1 do Anybody lx In mor . n Ihe I iw ol 
karnta wdl have tins! in il AtiordiriR to the law on. 
has to reap the flints of ones karma l.od tndbei rms 
nor takes Man Rets .molding to his kum.i Wi line 
Freedom of Will, theiefoie we aie lice to ait for good 
oi foi evil If you do pood you will nap good n suits 

and if you do till you will be paid in the satni rum 

Act with a sense of ‘ervue Selfless action li ids to 
salvation (inoksha) lhat is the law of kaiina 

Q Do you hdit’ie in rcinramatmn 7 

A Why only me, every Indian does Don I you’ 

0 Yes I do 

A This is the gioutness of Indian thought Olhiis 
do not believe in it 


Q VVIial is the ea sit"( path to s almtion for a com 
mon man 7 

A Then* are three paths to salvation (inoksli.i), 
the Ryan maig the path ot knowledge, the kdim iii.iir 
the path of aition, and the bhakli maig, ihe path ol 
devotion ’fho kjtm marg is for the householdci tile 
gvnn marg is for those who have renounced the wmld 
and have detached themselves from all worldly desires 
They are lost in devotion and meditation, and exponent e 
the highest reality of Ihe eternal truth The path of 
action or duty is easier for the lommon man and in it 
them is less danger of a fall, or ol going astray, as com 
paif'd to other paths In other paths it anyone begins 
to fall he goes down deep into the pit, biiv m the path 
of action if any tune there is a fall or shortcoming 
theie is every possibility to rise again The katm 
marg and bhakti marg ate equal in mrnt and go 
hand in hand with each other With the help of bhakti, 
the ind'vidual becomes detached Without such delaih 
ment ol intnd there cannot be any bbakti The detach 
menr means attachment to God lit a detached mind 
there is only one desire for good and that is the only 
attachment In one, devotion is supreme, while in the 
other, action is supreme. 





Q: How can these hree paths be reconciled to 
polities? 

A: They must "play their part in politics. We all 
soy that this ought to be done, but who cares or tries 
to do what he ought to do? Politics (is important) for all 
of us. Where there is state or government there is 
politics, and there shall be politics as long as the state 
continues to be. The state will come to an end only when 
man reaches the state of perfection, that is when all 
beings begin to perform their duties in the right spirit 
arid shy (away) from evil. Then we will reach the stage 
where government loses its usefulness. 

Q: The state of the stateless society? 

A: Could there be any stateless society? There is 
the kingdom of God and that too is not stateless. Where¬ 
ver we may be, we cannot function without any orga¬ 
nisation or system. The state of statelessness can be 
imagined only in salvation (moksha) and that means the 
end of the world or society. There can be two stages 
when there will be no state; firstly, if it reaches the 
highest stage of perfection this world will transform 
(itself) into a new world, then there will not be any 
state. Alternatively, if the world touches its lowest ebb, 
this would mean complete destruction. In that condition 
also there will be no state. This leads us to the idea of 
the mixture of good and evil. That is, in this human 
life both exist. Without this balance there will not be 
any stability in the world. 

Q- You have mentioned political deformities in our 
society. Then how can Indian spirituality and the ideal 
of Hindu life be applied to politics? 

A: Spirituality dictates that our means should be 
pure, whatever may be the field of action. Government 
should also be rub by pure means. Lies and wrong state¬ 
ments should be avoided and selfishness should be re¬ 
nounced. We should shun the wrong use of power. 
Power should be used for the well-being of others, and 
not for self interest. What will' happen to us is a ques¬ 
tion that should not arise in our minds. 

Q: Is it practical? 

A: Sometimes it is not. and that gives us pain. 


But in some cases it is possible. There were (loaders) — 
Janak, Vikrmn in India, and Lincoln in America, but 
such people are very lew in number. Truth is always a 
scarce commodity, while rubbish is plentiful. Take the 
example of the rose. What is the quantity of scent in 
it? 

Q: Very little. 

A: It will he that little. If the entire rose were 
scent, would it be possible to take it near your nose - ' 
You will not be able even to go near it. It is the will 
of God that truth remains in very small quantity as com¬ 
pared to untruth. So also the tnithseekers will be small 
in number because truth demands a price, and how many 
of us are prepared to pay the price ? 

(.). fs not the smell of truth astounding? 

A: Yes it is. 

Q: Like the fragrance of the rose. 

A: Today the world is more in love with the frag¬ 
rance of money than with truth. It is Sull ot greed for 
worldly things—power, wealth and lame lath one ol ns 
go for any of the three. If we can rise above them, we 
can attain self realisation (sidhhi). 

0: In this contort, would you like to give tiny vies 
sage to the people? 

A What message tan I give? 

Q: With reference to politics, 

A. Keep in mind your high traditions and culture 
and try to follow it Indian culture is great and unique, 
which you may not find elsewhere We have forgotten it. 
and hence have lost the (correct) track. 

Q: Mu last question i,\ about the adivasis of India. 
I go to them, study their lives and write on them Their 
plight causes anger within me. In M.l’. we have a district, 
Jhatnoa, adjoining your State of Gujarat. After indepen¬ 
dence, Ks 156 crores have been spent on adivasis of 
Jhabua through Government or other agencies. 

A: It was spent on whom? 

Q On adivasis. 

A: What have they gained? 

Q: Nothing. They are-still ill clad. 

A: Why do you say so? On what have Hs i56 (To¬ 
res been spent? 

Q: On their ‘welfare’. 

A: Has it been spent on their welfare? They have- 
not benefited. 

Q: What more can l say? 

'A: Actually there uas been no welfare of adivasis. 

Q. That is the truth so far, and it should not be 
repealed in the future. 

A: Their condition should improve. They should 
become fearless and strong. The people of the 1 orests 
are more scared of men than animals. 

Q: Yes, this is the condition prevailing there. 

A: They are scared ol the educated class because 
the latter have exploited them. They should be educated 
and their living standard raised, then only they will 
become fearless. 

Q: Will this happen now ? 

A: I hope it will be done now. 

Q: If it is done through non-official agencies ... 

A: There is already a non-official agency. I am 
also head ol an Adivasi Sewak Sangh. 

Q: There has been some improvement in your State, 
but little has been done in M.P, 

A: Workers should come out and devote themsel¬ 
ves to the welfare of adivasis. Then only something can 
be achieved for them. Do not remain an idle speifator. 
There is no use complaining that nothing has been done. 
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comfort and easy care with high fashion 
That's temptation for you 1 




# 










■ 


vj 


3 








•: f . 


%"i ' ■ 

4.s'- 




A '-' " 


*' x 


. ^ ’ 










. 


, 7 




Rajneesh's reply to the P.M. 


<<IT is a great mistortunc we have 

I installed as Pmne Ministei ol 
this country, a man who is dim 
witted, who is a dullard really. And 
that is why 1 keep saying that this 
rounliy’s future generations will 
nevei foigivc Jai Prakash Npiayan 
In the name of revolution he has 
put the loins of this tountiy into 
the hands of men who are dead, who 
have been dug out ol then giaves 
They have no usefulness am more, 
then minds ait* at least fifty to 
sixty yea is behind the times No 
otliei countiy in the woild elects an 
eighty tineo yeai old man ( ix its 
Pi line Ministei 1 We aie the only 
nnfoi tunates who do such things' 
What fair be expected ot men who 
aie spent cartndges 

With these woids lihagwan Slmo 
Rajmesh, tiom his Ashram in 
Poona began his icpiy to a epic, 
tion put to him about Mornji 
Besai’s ic-cent statement to the piess 
concerning the views of lihagwan 
‘shiet Hajneesh on sex and womeg 

II the K.ilinga Lmpiie wav dt s 
tioved because it was pcimissivi mil 
In nine it had built beautilnl It hi 
till 1 ti mpli s ot love like tliosi at 
Itliub iik sins ii and Piiii tin n whit 
liapin ni d to the empm ol As|| ( >k i 
who ill show d kalmga ' llli irw m 
him i islo (I “And w It 1 1 his hip 

I i in <1 In all tin olhti i inputs tin' 
umhl his known ’ „ 

I be tiulb is that all eiiipiic* fill 
ill < inputs vanish’ he mil 1 lit v 
h i\. In on \\liatsoc vc i is hoi ii m 
tin vs in let is bound to (onu In in 
i ud 

lih igwan Shiee stated thai A slink i 
h ul won simply because he hid 
pic at destructive powei at Ins dis 
pos tl and that Kalmga being ,t 
smallii state, had much less 

"In this woild,” he said elesliue 
turn does not come about tliiouph 
nun ably oi immorality Both vh 
tm v and dtfeat depend upon ilo 
Inn live tone." 

‘II ilioiality is the decisive factoi 
tin n why should Moraiji go lie ggina 
to the Unit* cl States lot help m 
building up atomic powei ill tin* 
countiy ' he asked ‘‘Moi.nji ha 
list cl views and icspcits them 
blindly Hut tlnse fixed ideas have 
nutliei logic mu basis beliiad tin in.” 
In stall d 

rultti/ing Mr Desai’s statement to 
the press at lndoic. lihagwan Shiee 
mid. "Menam is afraid that permis¬ 
siveness might dcstioy India! He 
speaks as if India’s destiuction had 
not yet happened' What mine dc< 
tiuc lion tan happen 7 What more 
have we to lose 7 What moi e is 
time for us to destroy? Yom so- 
called Mahatmas have already done 
a good job and whatsoever is left a 


being completed by you, Moidip" 
he said 

Reviewing India's past history, 
lihagwan Shrec stated, “Until the 
time ot Krishna, India’s attitude tn 
life was life affirmative After him, 
this rountiv—partieulailv under the 
influence of the Jains and the Bhud 
dhists-took to bring life negative 
and natrow in its nppioach. As a 
lesult, it has suffered a terrible 
downfall 

‘ Since then,” he continued ’‘men 
with repicssed minds like Moi.pii 
have been dominating this cnunlrv. 
and they have succeeded in peivcit- 
mg things foi centuuos The greatest 
bin den tins countiy has borne ever 
since is that of a false morality. 
1 lie sc men.Mists have not allowed this 
'ciunliv to be ail 1 .' ut, because tn 
be c nnie ainucni openness, fri rdora 
and a total acceptance of life are 

musts " 

lihagwan Since called the temples 
of Put i and Bhubaneshwar this coim 
try's gieatest treasuies "On tne 
outei walls of these beautiful tern 
pies scenes of men and women tn 
deep embrace, in many moods and 
postuies, aie engraved, and when 
you entei the mnei temple (tod 
Himself is thcie These are very 
significant symbols, but Moiaiji can 
not understand them. He lias re 
pressed his sex eneagv ten nearly 
fifty years--and lie tonsideis that to 
be moidlily ! Morality and rrpres 
cion aie not the same thing A tim 
moialist is not lepiessed he is fiee 
He is uninhibited , he is expansive. 
He has not lepiessed his desires, 
i ithei, he has experienced them, 
lived them, uncfeistood them and, n 
the piocess ot knowing and living, he 
has tiansccnded them 

“1 am not teaching any kind of 
western peunissiveness," lihagwan 
Shree said “I am giving you the 
insight of Tantra, an insight that 
has been tiled and tested tluough 
rontuiies Bui those, with icpicssed 
minds think I am advocating per 
tmssiveness, fieo sex 'Ibis is be 
cause of then own lepiessicms. 
Mm, ii ps statement docs not ufleet 
i thing about me, but it savs a lot 
about, him 

“Heir, I am imparting a new and 
indiial approach to hie. And the 
basis ol this revolutionary insight 
consists of its being a synthesis be 
tween discipline and indulgence. 1 
do not want sannyasins to break 
away trom the world. We experl 
mooted with this way for centuues 
and it has only be ought destructive 
lesults And one ol the most sig 
nificant ot these was that all life s 
challenges weie iemoted.” 

“Morarp Desai is a so called h It 
gious man and he thinks that 1 am 



ronopting people,” he said ‘Has 
is so because I am giving bull, to 
a new sanyas which does not pm 
vide escapes horn ihe challenges ot 
life How vein face these challenges 
is the mcasiuc ol the ginwtti ot youi 
wakefulness And it is on this path 
of wakefulness that the lamp of 
youi intelligence is bn illy lit 

‘ Mv wav is going to etc ate dilh 
eulties" lihagwan Shiee said, "be 
cause I am alone Whatsoever I am 
saying is exactly what the Vedas sav 
exactly what the Upanwhads sav 
But between the Vedas rnd the Upa 
nishads on the one hand mid me on 
Ihe othei is a gap ol two or thiee 
thousand yeais and in the ccnirsi of 
that two to thiee them* util veui all 
has bi A n destroyed And yvhcivvei 
a winng idea become'- dominant wo 
go on living under M, mlliicncc ind 
pav no heed to the ot hi i Hi ally wc 
have lost the capacity to look at lot* 
ollic c 

‘ I want this country to look at the 
ntlie i now to live flic m all Ms ell 
me iwions 1 want llieio to be an 
advent of science, 1 wan 1 this conn 
tiv to have gieat uwlutsiy gnat 
ti < linnlogv I want this muntiy to 
giow and expand 

lint this coont'v can only giow 
if wc accept life* in all wiys in all 
Its dimensions in ill it c oleins I In 
way ol life ricgiticui is suicidal and 
the wav ot life a'lirmation is lull of a 
filissfulness Mnt i- eternal II i> hi 
tins dimension in the dimension cl 
hic iHnmutiem that I accept cvciy 
thing me hiding sc x ” 

‘I isciv I want to tell Mm n n 
lie s ii md men ot his Ivpe th it it is 
hr r time ot then si nsolc ss chatter 
that the misteutune ol this couutiv 
is deepening Please hive nutev on 
India Please do some ic thinking 
(ove this cnuntiv some zest some 
< iitlmsiasm not despair md hope 
Ic ,sne<-s Poor life and enupy into 
the de id soul ot this rountrv let 
in w blood ciicuhtto in this country 
llns is what I an doing" 

lln s stcMemenf wav K ihl tj lh< 
Itnjrx r h d,ft ram in I’une 
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The best 
prescription 
for car accidents 


It always seems to happen so suddenly. The 
screech of brakes, the crunch. broken glass everywhere. 
Your car's all a shambles in a matter of seconds 

So why take chances? Take out a Motor Vehicle 
Insurance policy right away It is a sure remedy, .to cover 
costs of the repairs and replacements you may need 

You could also go in for general insurance cover 
against fire, theft, personal accident.. almost any unforeseen 
calamity General insurance costs vary little, yet offers you 
ready protection in your hour of need 

Contact any offtca of 

• NATIONAL INSURANCE CO LTD. 

• THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO. LTD. 

• THE ORIENTAL FIRE ft OENERAL INSURANCE CO LTD 

• THE UNITED INDIA FIRE ft GENERAL 
INSURANCE CO. LTD. 

Subsidianaa of 
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GENERAL INSURANCE— 
the one certainty in an uncertain world 




Is the CPI (M) head ing for a split ? 

The first cracks are appearing 


HIlJs Messis Jyoli Basu, bMS 
Nimboodirtpad, B1 Ranadivi 
ind the smaller stais m the CPIfMi 
galaxv have bten finding fault with 
the politus of and bemoaning ttu 
infighting in the Tanata Paitv, all 
does not seem to be well in then 
own div’ded house And it is noi 
nnl\ the dissensions that are flop 
inng up and the chaigts that art 
tiadfil that should < ause concern to 
thi willwisheis of the Marxists 
lheie ue df nations that are in all 
or< umst.irtes, tmforgiv ibl< tor thi 
VI If VISts 

Whili iht Janata I’ntv s squibbhs 
in till going on within its own 
i inis mil every side to the dispute 
his i -\pi resell its fum resolve not to 
bual tin l’aitv thi t PI (M) is go 
ing ihroueh i slow sphntcung pro 
(<ss on whifh httk spotlight has 
been put 

Jn West Bengal lor insl-mce, i 
lonvtolion of dieidents f cm all 
over thi steti met m Dura Durii on 
August 27 and resumed to form 
thim-.tlvfs into the Revolutionan 
( emmumst Party of India ’ A 21 
meinhei Piepiratoiv (ommittee’ 
has been et up for i unveiling a con 
tin me m I moarv 197‘f A smallei 
body tias also been authorised to bold 
talks with Mi Ashim Chatterjee s 
gioup ol N'axalites 

While the 1< ader-dup of tht CPI 
(M) in Wed Bengal has apparently 
not taken serious note ol this devi 
lopinmt the national leadership is 
said to be gieatly disturbed by thc*i 
growing dissensions 

In harnatrka, both the powi i 
stiuggle and the ideological conflicts 
had leached a point where the Paitv 
geneial secretaiv, Mr E M S Nam 
boodnipad and pohtburo membei 
Vlr P Ramamurti had no options 
but to dissolve the elected Stall 
Committee and appoint a new Stati 
[Committee in its place The CPI (Ml 
has never had any mass base in 
Karnataka, but whatever little tu 
Ituenci it had was due to the hard 
work put in by such veterans as Mi 
M H. Krishnappa and Mr B N Kut 
tappa, both of whom have now been 
expelled With their ouster the 
Party has been reduced to a non 
entity m the State, and to make nia 
tters worse, Mr Kuttappa has attai 
ked both Mr Naxnboodlnpad and Mr 
Ramamurti of having resorted to 
‘fascist organisational methods ” 

The disease afflicting the CPI(M) 
however seems to be far more deep 



Ji/(t Bosk is fj.s Paily a’so going 
Du Janata ucu ’ 


rooted than wh^t gets manifested 
through the oi gamsational infighting 
,<nd dissensions There seems to be a 
i nsis of character in if not a total 
IPfUsomng of Idiology by several 
leading cadres of tht Party Perhaps 
it is a part of the current political 
e^hos in the country when everv 
Party is trying to rediscover itselt 
Or maybe, it is total lyniosm that 
has overtaken Party cadres who aftei 
all can become victims of doubU 
think and double talk 

On August 27, one ol the leading 
lights of the CPI(M) in the North 
Vfi Baldev Singh, presided over tht 
meeting of the Kisan Sangharsb Sa 
miti m Kanjhawala village m Delhi 
I hr meeting was attended by about 
12,000 landlords ol Kanjhawala and 
the neighbouring aieas A seven 
point resolution was adopted at tbi- 
mpotmg which intei alia demanded 
pasture land in every village, rcduc 
turn in irrigation charges and no 


leservation of jobs on caste basis 
An important demand voiced in the 
icsolution was to provide industry to 
the landless meaning to the child 
ien of the landlords 

While an import mt section of the 
( PI (M) in the North is thus totally 
identifying itself with the interests 
of the landlords Mr H.irkishan Singh 
Suipt, a membei of the Patty’s polit 
buio ind general sc notary of thi 
CPI (M) controlled A11 India Kisan 
Sabha, has been giving calls to the 
Party faithful to intensify their orga 
nisationnl efforts and to be in the 
forefront in defending the interests 
of agricultural labour, particularly 
Hanjans and tnbals against attacks 
by the landloids 

CPI (M) cadres in the Hindi speak 
mg States are deeply perturbed at 
the rank opportunism and chauvi¬ 
nism displayed in the recent state 
ment-. by Mr Jyoti Basu against tht 
fentie’s alleged attempts to impose 
Hindi on non Hindi speaking people 
During the last few months, the West 
Bengal Chief Minister has made 
‘-everal trips to the South wheie ht 
has joined the chorus ol the Hindi 
baiteis in the hope of getting some 
support m the Southern States 

The CPI (M) cadies m the Hindi 
speaking States have strongly pro 
tested against what they have term 
ed as cynicism on the part of Mr 
Jyoti Basu They maintain thal 
firstly, there is no substance in tht 
fears constantly expressed in the 
South that the Centre has plans to 
impose Hindi on the non Hindi States 
Secondly, this is not an issue for the 
Marxists to get agitated about Third 
k, even if there were some justi 
fication for these fears, the Marxists 
in the South would never benefit 
from an anti North movement And 
lastly the CPI(M) cadres are put on 
the defen-ive in the Hindi speaking 
States, due to this condant anti 
Hindi campaign by such leaders a 
Mr Jyoti Basu 

The only result of Mr Jyoti Basu s 
stand on the issue of Hindi m thi 
South will be an irreparable blow tu 
the credibility of the CPI (M) m the 
vast Hindi belt in the North which 
makes one wonder if the CPJ (M) 
leadership has finally decided to stay 
as a regional Party fonfined to West 
Bengal and Kerala 


A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
Delhi 
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Hindi High School: bad business 

Has the school become a gaddi ? 


r\ISTURBANCfc'S, agitations, mjw 

topping during examinations 
answer papers appearing as papei 
hags before the results are out, a 
“coup” at Bombav University, the 
"sacking” of the Vice-Chancellor ol 
Jadavpur, University . all old hat 
now Enter, agitations at schools 

Hindi High School. Calcutta 
notched up a •first’ when, bccnUM- 
of “umuly and indisopbned hehn 
viour” of the Class XI Commerce 
students, Mr M N. Pandev, princi 
pal of the school, had to suspend 
classes for a month, with effect 
from August 23 The next day saw 
about 120 of the students (out of a 
total of 1,500) agitating outside the 
school gate, distributing pamphlets 
containing certain demands, shout 
ing slogans against the principal 
and preventing othei students from 
attending. A police picket was post¬ 
ed outside the school The school 
authorities meanwhile asked foi 
Section 144 to be applied on August 
28. according to Inspector Sabyasacht 
Bandopadbyay, OC, Park Street 
Police Station, but it was not brought 
into force as things settled down 

Some of the demands of the stu 
dents were, the canteen, sports and 
library facilities shoul I be improv 
ed, the darwan should not ’touch' 
any of the boys* the lady teachers 
should be propei ly dressed and an 
explanation should be given for the 
suspension of classes But the real 
issue was that morning classes must 
he introduced so that the students 
rould be free foi the day to enable 
(hem to help out in their fathers' 
businesses "After all, we are com 
merce students, and we must learn 
things the practical way," they said. 
Mr Pandey described the demand 
as “totally unjustified” and was re 
ported to have said. “If they want 
to help their fathers’ business, they 
are at liberty to do so, but I cannot 
change the schedule for the conve 
nience of some students" who evi 
dently wanted to have their ihandai 
—and drink it, too. Mr Pandey was 
willing to discuss all the demands 
except the one about morning class 
es. He said the' students were set 
mg a bad example and giving the 
school a poor reputation because ot 
their indisriplined behaviour; they 
were disrupting the normal working 
of the school and he could not allow 
them “to reduce the school to a 
shambles”. 

Hindi High School is predominant¬ 
ly a Marwari institution and Mr 
Pandey admitted that “actually many 
of them are not student types at all, 
they are the business types”. He 
also felt quite strongly that tn 
school, “guardians should take up 
the matter with the authorities, not 
the boys”. Asked whether any out- 
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Mi Pandey: discipline is his business 



Some of the students and their 
guardinas have tendered uncondi¬ 
tional apologies since and many ot 
the parents have personally regret¬ 
ted the behaviour of their sons. *We 
did not rusticate any of them, but 
we have issued Transfer Certificates 
to three of the bws and a few of 
them asked Tor a TC on their own.” 
Asked if he could give us the names 
rif the three boys he declined with 
ihe excuse that he “would not like 
to spoil their careers”. 

we nosed out three of the agita¬ 
tors, including one of those given a 
I’C; and they claimed that seven 
were asked to take their TCs. They 
also pointed out that Mrs N. Ball, 
headmistress of the Junior H.H.S. 
had no right “to interfere in everv 
matter” and “just because she owns 
thr canteen, no action is taken on 
the complaints made about the can 
teen food”. They said that they paid 
games fees, but were given no faci¬ 
lities for games; that they had only 
about tt minutes a fortnight to avail 
of the library—and that, loo, during 
lunch hour. 


The students said Hi,it their re 
presentativ often spoke to the 
principal, but each time they were 
sent back “with promises only”. A 
day after the agitation, on August 


25, when some of them went to the 
principal’s residence to talk things 
out, he reportedly refused to meet 
them and shouted “Get out of m> 
house, you bastards!" They alleged 
the present Class XII had morning 
classes (6.40-9.40 a.m.) last year 
(whan the 10+2 4-3 system was in¬ 
troduced) and thev still do; and 
since the plus-two < (assess came 
under the same group. Class XI too 
must have morning classes (they 
had a 9.55-2.40 p.m schedule). “In 
fact,” they said, “on the first day. 
many of the boys came according 
to the morning timetable No ad¬ 
vance notice was given that they 
had reverted to dav classes. Why 
didn’t they inform us before we 
joined so that we could go else 
where If we wished?” They also 
wondered how, out of 120 agitators, 
all those who were given TCs were 
from the same class (Class X). 
English-Commerce ‘C’ section) and 
whether the leader of their group 
was not given a TC because he “had 
contacts with Mr 1. N. Birla. the 
President of the school, and because 
some teachers are coaching him”. 
They also wanted to know why alt 
the ten boys who, alonp with their 
parents, were asked to sign a state 
ment at the Park Street Police 
Station were not given the TC, and 
only the ‘chosen few’ were selected 
for punishment. Thev felt that 
“the apologies were given undet 
threat of TCs anyway” and that “the 
police is a blind supporter of the 
school”. They admitted that they 
had approached the Chhatrb Pari- 
shad and "they weie ready" t« talk 
on their behalf, but ”wc later didn’t 
take their help’*. Finally, they 
wanted to know that since Hindi 
High School is the only Central 
Board school (except Fort William 
which has its own restrictions), 
where could these boys given TCa 
go now? 

Inspector Bandopadhyay agreed 
that ten boys and their parents 
were asked to sign a statement, but 
only as a token of their having read 
the notice that these boys should re 
t ratio from agitation, gheraa, cti. 
These names were given to him 1»» 
the school authorities. “The police 
is a supporter of no one,” he said. 
•“Our duty Is to see that no law Is 
violated and we posted a couple of 
policemen outside the gate on 
August 28 to ensure this as we were 
anticipating that some of the stu¬ 
dents might be prevented from 
catering. I must add that the btws 
that day were well behaved and did 
not obstruct anyone. They shouted 
some slogans, which they have » 
right to.” 

Mr Pandey, when re-approached 
with the charges of the students, 
dented that Section 144 had beeu 
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When you have only a moment 
to call your own 



The kingsize taste 
only Wills can make 



STATUTORY WARNING CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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asked for by him: “It’s a manage 
ment affair, they might have asked 
tor it, t m not sure”. Regarding the 
u ® e of TCs as a threat, he maintained 
that the piincfpal had every right ta 
warn a discipline breaker with 
action, but there was no question of 
forcing an apology, simply because 
no apology was rent to him except 
one—and that, too, came by post. He 
felt that Mrs Bali had a right to 
object to their disturbances as the 
Junior H. H S. was adjacent to the 
main building Regarding othei 
problems, he asked “How Is it that 
only the Class XI Commerce class 
alone faces these problems ? No 
other class has evei protested- AH 
these are mere excuses”. He did 
not deny that Mrs Bali owned the 
canteen but wondered how it was 
humanly possible for a canteen to 
prepare "every samosn according to 
individual laste” If only certain 
boys weir given I(s that was the 
discretion of the authorities; and if 
all of them happened to be from 
the same section, it was merely a 
coincidence He reiterated that the 
guardians should have talked things 
out with the authorities, "but that 
doesn’t mean that they should have 
involved themselves in the agitation 
and encouraged the students to 
agitate”. 


Mr Pandey explained that under* 
the plus-two system, last year’s 
Class XI (Commerce), could not be 
accommodated during the day be¬ 
cause of a new system coming Into 
force; the same class, now in Class 
XII, had to be allowed the same 
timetable for 'easons of continuity 
Once this class finished, the same day 
routine will apply to all and with 
this in view, the present Class XI, 
Commerce, had to be denied morning 
classes. “Besides problems like 

teachers not willing to take morning 
classes and my having to sit here 
from dawn to dusk, I must empha 
sire that under the Central Board 
Regulations, we cannot have morning 
classes So where is the question of 
giving in to their demand ?’’ He 
agreed that there was no othei 

Central Board school, but “they can 
get admission in any West Bengal 
Board school, too, without any prob 
lem”. That the boys were not inform 
ed in time about the day timetable is 
“totally wrong information” he said. 
“Even before they filled In their 
forms, due notice was given ; in fact, 
some of the boys wno had come 

here first did not take admission 

here only because of this 1 If thev 
i ould know, how is it that there 
boys did not know ?” 


Asked whether he had abused the 
boys, as they alleged, lie denied 
calling them “bastards” About 
fifteen boys had come to his rest 
dence, and three came up to his 
door. “I asked them to get out be 
• ause this is my personal house and 
not for discussing official matters ” 
He had been specially wary, seeing 
the number of boys present “In 
fact,” he said, “one of the boys then 
used some filthy language”. 

Mr L N Birla, the president or 
the school, has since had a direct 
talk with the boys and they have 
agreed to a “settlement" • they will 
have one less period, ic classes will 
end by 1 30 p m. The suspension 
too, was lifted on September 14 
And, hopefully, all's well now. 

During 1960-70, Hindi High School 
had been closed for a month follow 
mg an agitation by the teachers and 
students. Very recently, fadavpur 
Vidyapith was another school to face 
similar disturbances by the students, 
“Education” is definitely finding its 
own level. But Hindi High School 
throws up another question should 
a school hecome a business gaddi, 
loo 7 

ANIL GROVER, Calcutta 


Brides are not for burning 


But M.P. hasn't heard of this 


HE burning to death of newly¬ 
wed brides is on the increase in 
Madhya Pradesh. Though exact figu¬ 
res are not available, according to 
newspaper reports half a dozen such 
rases were registered in the State 
during the last two months. 

The police recently ai rested a naib 
tehsildar of Ujjain, Mr Om Prakash 
Sbarma, in connection with the death 
last month of his daughtei in law. 
Mrs Alka Sharma, who had been 
married to Mr Divya Prakash Sharma, 
last May. 

Twenty-year-old Alka had died 
shortly after sustaining third degree 
burns. Police said she had been 
harassed in connection with her 
dowry and a case under Section 306 
IPC was registered after record¬ 
ing the statements of the witnesses. 
The police have also taken into pos¬ 
session certain letters written by the 
father-in-law of the deceased to Mr 
R. C. Upadhyaya, father of Alka, ex¬ 
pressing dissatisfaction over the "In¬ 
adequate dowry”. 

In yet another case, Mr Manaklal 
Banbat, a freedom fighter and a re- 
' sident of Nizamat Road village in 
Sehore district, has appealed for a 
CBI probe into the “suspicious” death 
of his 25-year-old daughter. Subha- 
dra, at Indore in July last, which 


was described by the local policp as 
a “suicide by burning following do¬ 
mestic trouble”. 

Mi Banbat said in his complaint 
that his daughter was married to Mr 
Suresh Lodha of Indore on July 24,’ 
1977. and died on July 16, 1978. 

This was the third case of death 
due to burn injuries in the family of 
Mr Lodha The two deceased previ¬ 
ous were sister-in-law of Suresh 
Lodha “There is no reason to be 
lievc that my daughter committed 
suicide. She was a graduate and 
studying law” said Mr Banbat. He 
alleged that he was not informed of 
her death 

There was a volley of questions in 
the monsoon session of the State 
Vidhan Sabha about the burnt brides. 
In reply to a question, the Minister 
of State for Home, Mr P N Tripa 
thi, said police investigations into 
there cases were continuing 

During the tightened administration 
of the Emergency, the State Govein 
ment had taken certain preventive, 
measures, directing the police, the 
hospital and other concerned autho 
rities to thoroughly investigate all 
burn death cases of newly married 
girls. The directive empowered doc¬ 
tors treating the women to take 


down their dying deciaiation it a 
Magistrate or the police ! ailed to 
appear on the scene in time. 'Io avoid 
any collusion by doctors, only civil 
.surgeons or senior health otlicers 
were empowered to make post-mor¬ 
tems of suspicious cases. And the 
DIG, CID and protessor Heercsh- 
chandia of the forensic dcp.ut 
ment of Gandhi Medical College, 
Bhopal—a wizard in unea.thing such 
cases—were to be informed in all 
such cases 

Pathetically, the State Government 
seems to have toi gotten about its 
own directive—because it was issued 
by a Congress Ministry—and it has 
never been enforced stuctly. 

In 1976 the Government had amen 
ded the anti-dowiy legislation en 
handng the punishment to impnson- 
ment up to one year and fine up to 
Rs 10,000. If a girl is ill-treated 
during the first five years of her 
marriage it is to be deemed as an 
attempt to extract dowry The puni¬ 
shment for this is impusunment of 
anything from one month to two 
years and fine of up to Rs. l 000, Yet 
brides die, suspiciously enough, 
of burns. 


N K S’NGH Indoro 
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Revolution at Ashoka Hotel 


'Ih< \1 matma i mi Unlay v as celebrated m an unique fashion by Mi Rapndei Pun, the 
<oluniui ■>(, taitooru-ii and talented cyme He utgamsed a gtoupof about 1,500 very poor people, 
vv ilki'd into thf capitals penh Ashoka Hotel, and demanded that they be served tea in five- 
. t,.t comlxt '\ lit v Uooptd mat 1 * id m the mm ntug, eomplettly upsetting the management, 
which being tinitied to wokome only the ,veil-heeled, had simply no idea how to welcome the 
pool (’Itaily, the pool were not welcome, as the police was culled m to help clear the un¬ 
wanted guest’ However, the guests (misted and weie allowed entry into the convention 
hall Out photogiaplut was around, jul H*nt us these pittutos of this classic homage to the 
Mahatma homage whirh, for one thing exposed the pious annual humbug at Raighat and hun¬ 
dreds of othn places ail over the coun f tv f N r tut ally, it is not only a Janata Parly spon->orul 
humbug it is, like so many other thir.es n d) Put) humbug ) 

ft might he added m paienthe-us tint Mi Pun fa bitter critic of Mts Gandhi) could not have 
been totally pleased v ith the how bee ui-e i small gioup of these people ended up by shout 
mg pioMis Gandhi slogan■> to uni then disgust with the lanata 
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the name makes 
no difference. 






It does, 

when you use it. 









It does, 
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It does, 

five years later. 
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ACRYLIC EMULSION 

It makes a big difference. 






THE MEDIA 


Not just happenstance 


F EW aspects of a newspaper (or 
magazine) can be as gratify¬ 
ing for both readers and editors 
as the column devoted to corres¬ 
pondence. for the former it holds 
out the promise of a kind of in¬ 
stant, if illusory, immortality as 
was evident in Satyajit Ray’s 
Nayak when an elderly railway 
traveller was promptly identified 
by his co passenger as an inde¬ 
fatigable writer of letters in The 
Statesman. I was recently remin¬ 
ded of that film character when a 
kindly shipping agent in Calcutta’s 
Customs House put himself to a 
great deal of trouble and quite 
free of charge too to clear my 
baggage simply because of the 
bond between us on account of his 
published correspondence, some 
apparently commenting on things 
I have written. 

But the traffic is not one-sided. 
Newspapers greatly value unsoli¬ 
cited and unpaid-for correspon¬ 
dence, and I shall never forget the 
memorable words with which I 
was temporarily installed more 
than IS years ago as the incum¬ 
bent in charge of the letters co¬ 
lumn. My editor then opened the 
paper to its leader page and 
grandly announced: "Our views, 
the specialists’ views and the 
views of the public” pointing in 
turn at editorials, centre-page arti¬ 
cles and letters. "You are the 
link between readers and the edi¬ 
tors”. 

It was a heady introduction for 
a young man with faith still un¬ 
tarnished in the integrity of insti¬ 
tutions, the dedication of men who 
had to be good since they had 
reached the top and in the sense 
of service that it was taken for 
granted inspired the public con¬ 
nexion. Perhaps those qualities 
really did exist in those distant 
years. 1 certainly tried to dis¬ 
charge the trust as conscientiously 
as I could. But it increasingly 
became difficult to sustain belief 
in the genuineness of any of these 
concepts. The same letters appea¬ 
red in half a-dozen newspapers; 
often an identical wording appea¬ 
red above very different signatu¬ 
res; many addresses (names too) 
were obviously fictitious; people 
who wrote with clockwork regu¬ 
larity on any and every topic un¬ 
der the sun and solemnly com- 
ed to the Press Council when 
letters were not as often 
published. 


Let it not, however, be thought 
that correspondents are alone In 
their guile. Indeed, they have to 
be devious, given the manipula¬ 
tions at the receiving end. Jour¬ 
nalists eagerly scan the daily pile 
of letters in the raw for two rea¬ 
sons. First, to find confirmation 
of their erudition, sagacity, pro¬ 
fundity and all those other virtues 
that are the exclusive attribute of 
those who have crawled up to the 
highest rungs of the profession. 
Secondly, for ammunition against 
the output of inconvenient collea¬ 
gues who. since they cannot be put 
down through normal processes, 
can He cut down to size through 
ostensibly independent and osten¬ 
sibly outside comment. 

It stands to reason, therefore, 
that letters to the editor are both 
canvassed and cuncocted. But this 
is not only an Indian frailty. When 
Mr Jeremy Tunstall gave evidence 
to the British Royal Commission 
on the Press, he described the 
weekly letters conference of the 
Daily Teleoraph which agreed 
tbat the Tory author of a contro¬ 
versial article should bo asked to 
alert his Socialist friends to write 
answering letters. 

Since British newspapers receive 
more than two million letters a 
year (The Times alone attracts a 
daily 1,500), no one can say with 
certainty huw many of these may 
have been contrived. Not many I 
would say since in most cases, 
letters seem to be fairly directly 
related to circulation figures, ran¬ 
ging from 1.5 to 6.8 per cent. 

But a comment in the weekly 
journal, New Society, on how let¬ 
ters are selected for publication is 
not without application. ‘‘All 
editors", it runs, "set the basic 
criteria for letters selection in a 
way that they do not establish de¬ 
tailed criteria for most other 
areas of their papers. And what 
are the criteria? Especially diffi¬ 
cult to establish in an area within 
the editor’s personal control, says 
Tunstall. In fact, one editor said 
he preferred to select the day's 
letters himself because it absolved 
him from having to invent the 
rules for selection. In the nursery, 
it’s known as the ‘I want w,hat 1 
want’ syndrome". 

Far be it from me to suggest 
that the SUNDAY editor, to 
whose hospitality I am indebted, 


operates with such calculation. Nor 
would I wish to discourage those 
readers with whom this column 
might occasionally find favour. 
Their few words of commendation 
are as balm to my soul. But 
honesty demands that we should 
admit that what is generally re¬ 
garded as the main forum of citi¬ 
zen’s access to large audiences of 
fellow citizens, a platform for the 
exposition of lay views on mat¬ 
ters of public concern, owes very 
little to happenstance. 

You might intensely dislike the 
Media feature but all your abusive 
missiles would be lost in the post 
or otherwise go astray if the 
editor were on my side. If he 
were not, your lavish encomiums 
would equally be wasted. In either 
situation, he can with only a mo¬ 
dicum of resource and ingenuity 
vamp up enough letters to sup¬ 
port his own point of view. Which 
is why editorial pontifications in 
all our major publications seem 
always to produce columns of 
admiring prose from bedazzled 
readers. Indeed, if you are well 
acquainted with the internal set¬ 
up of a newspaper you can always 
and unerringly tell the rating of 
individual members of the staff— 
who is in favour and who is in 
disgrace — from published com¬ 
ments on their handiwork. 

Like parliamentary democracy 
in India, the device of letters to 
the editor was invented with the 
best of intentions to serve a con¬ 
structive purpose. Like parlia¬ 
mentary democracy too, it has 
been distorted beyond all recog¬ 
nition. 

But there is a silver lining even 
to this sombre cloud: there are 
always a few authentic people 
who, not hankering to see their 
names in print, address their 
praise or criticism direct to the 
author. They are the salt of the 
earth for any journalist who va¬ 
lues his public connexion. It only 
confirms my amused cynicism 
when such private correspondence 
from quite unknown readers direct¬ 
ly contradicts the flow of pub¬ 
lished opinion. It also proves that 
Virginia Woolf knew what she 
was talking about when she wrote 
that "the belt letters of our time 
are those that can never be pub¬ 
lished”. 

S. K. D-R 
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India’s largest lamp i 
offers you economic, 
lighting systems. 


manufacturer 
, efficient 



“Take the Bengal Superwhite 

for glare-free, soothing light”. 

For supreme, soothing lighting, Contact any one of our Dealers or 


there’s nothing quite illuminating 
like the Bengal ‘Superwhite'. 

Available in a sophisticated 
flared shape, ‘Superwhite’ is 
specially treated with a milky- 
white coating—to emit pure, 
white glare-free light. 

Need a ‘super* lighting system? 
Come to the source. _ — __ 


write to: 

LIGHTING CONSULTANCY DIVISION 
The Bengal Electric Lamp 
Works Ltd,, 

4 Fairlie Place, Calcutta-700001. 

We’ll meet your needs 
economically, efficiently. Anywhere. 
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THREE REBELS 


EVTN THOUGH the Janata Party 
President Chandrashekhar intei 
vened on behalf of Kanti Desai 
when the Congress (I) member 
V.isant Sathe’s motion on the 
Prime Minister’s son came up foi 
a short while in the Lok Sabha in 
the monsoon session, the gulf 
between Desai and Chandrashe 
kh&r has widened further Chan 
diashekhar is under tremendbus 
piessure tiom his friends like Ma- 
dhu Iamaye and Nanaji Desh 
mukh, etc to stem the growing 
tide of unpopularity and all three 
fully share the view that Morarji 
Desai “i-. a failure” The diffe 
ierne between Nanaji Deshmukh 
and Madhu l imaye is that where 
as the fminer speaks his mind in 
private Madhu is willing to be 
quoted bv whoever cares If Ma- 
dhu has bren unsuccessfully try 
mg to peisuade Atal, George and 



''V 


lluh I't/miii 


* 

/»s( (I s/n// 




Biju to quit the Government, he 
has also been telling Chandrashe 
khai to quit the Party president 
ship Quit with a bang rathei 
than go out with a whimpet Quit 
vou must tor the old„man (Desai) 
does not like you any more”, is 
tin iipoitid advice Madhu gave 
to Chjndrashekhar on September 

r, 

BIJU STEELS ATRlP 


ENTER BAHUGUNA 


11 I HERE have been many deser 
tions front the Morarji camp dur 
ing thi last couple of months, 
espen illy after the Kant! affair 
hit the headlines there has boot 
om major entry too that of Hem- 
vali Nand.m Bahuguna The Pe- 
ti oleum and Chemicals Minister 


Is the leading light of Desai’s 
Supporter's Club within the la 
natp. The strategy session on the 
eve of the Parliamentsi v Paitv 
Executive meeting requisition! d 
to discuss Madhu Limaye’s letter 
to Desai was convened by Bahu 

g una at his residence And it was 
ahuRuna who presided over thn 
strategy session which workrd out 
the line or attack in the executive 
meeting the following morning 


ITS 'IlME somebody took note of 
Biju Patnaik's biggest achieve 
ment dining the last IB months as 
Mimstei toi Steel and Mines The 
Muiistoi has not gone abroad even 



Biju Fatnaik It'd (x> voider in 
Milton' 


) 


once, though the Ministry dtd 
oflei him several opportunities. 
Biju s usual letort whenevei his 
secictaiy came up with a propo¬ 
sal ioi his Minister to go “pho« 
ren’ would be, “Aircy baba, in 
my time and at my own expense 
I have sien the world 1 have no 
such toieign ua/e”! But at last 
his department has managed to 
peisuade him On October 10 Biju 
Is going to Moscow to negotiate 
with the Russians about the propo¬ 
sed Indo Soviet venture for sett¬ 
ing up an integrated steel plant 
at Vt/ag This is Biju's first trip 
abroad, something unbelievable 
considering .that almost all others 
in Desai’s Cabinet have been on 
foreign j'aunts more than once 


PM'S DEATH WISH 


IT SEEMS that Mqiarji is sewed 
with some kind ol a death wish 
He just lefuses to listen to any 
advice from any uuartei Even 
his own camp followers in the 
Janata Party arc disgusted with 
what can onlw be termed his 
“mulishness” A case m point 
heic is the anti-defection bill and 
the Ignominious way Desai with 


(hew it within hours ot its intio 
auction in the t ok Sabha Not 
only Madhu 1 imaye but Mi mat 
Guie ’and kuslma Kant in the 
Putty and Biju Patnaik Gunge 
lein,mites „nd Atal Behan Vaj 
pave e in the Cabinet pleaded with 
Desai not to intioduce the bill in 
its existing form But the great 
Janata PM had made up his 
mind to do so One Mimstei told 
us ‘‘After he has made up hi-, 
nund, talking to him on the sub¬ 
ject is like talking to a stone wall" 
—and theie was nothing that 
would deter him from presenting 
the bill in the Ink Sabha As ex 
pec ted the bill fared stiff oppo 
position from lanata stalwart 
Madhu 1 imaye lhc Government 
had to beat a hasty retreat and 
withdiaw it the same day The 
Mints Km moaned “if only Mo 
raiji Bhai would give some con 
sideMdtion to the opinion of his 
colleagues in the Government and 
the Paity the Janata could give 
a better account of itself But 
will Morarji ever mend hw ways 
is a million dollar question But 
those who know the foimer sub- 
divisional magistrate of 1930 rule 
out any such possibility 

D. £. N1ZAMUDDIN 
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SPORTS 


IHF: Indian high-handed 
federation? 



Inam and his sons : hew justified was the stand of the IHF ? 


MATIN KHAN reports on 
the three-year IHF ban on 
INAM-UR-R E H M A N, the 
, Indian Airlines hockey coach. 


O LYMPIAN Inam-ur-Rehman is 
considering filing a suit of 
defamation against the Indian Hockey 
Federation. The IHF has debarred 
him from being associated with 
hockey for a period of three years 
for "showing disrespect and using 
abusive language against the pre¬ 
sident of the Indian Hockey Federa¬ 
tion. Mr M. A. M. Ramaswamy", 
during the second-leg semi-final of 
the' National Hockey Championships 
played between Indian Airlines and 
Tamil Nadu al Madurai recently. 

Inam is working as a sports officer 
with the Indian Airlines and the 
famous IA hockey team is coached 
by him. He was invited by the 
Argentinian Hockey Association on a 
coaching assignment just before the 
last World Cup at Buenos Aires. 

The decision of the IHF resulted 
from an insignificant incident. During 
the second-half of the second-leg 
semi final, the IA captain Govinda 
questioned the judgement of umpire 
Narwaria. He was shown the ‘red 
card'. Karlior another IA player, 
wing-half /alar, had been sidelined 
by the umpire in the first-half of the 
.match. The airline team—one up in 
the first-leg of the semi-final—pre¬ 
ferred to walk out rather than bear 
umpiring pressure, inam is report¬ 
ed to have rushed to the agitated 
players to order them back to play 
as walking out would not only be an 
act of indiscipline but would also 
infringe the rules of the game which 
could resplt in the team being 
scratched. 

The IHF president* Mr Ramaswamy 
is also reported to have walked up 
to the players while Inam was talk¬ 
ing to his boys in front of the main 
pavilion. The conversation between 
the IHF chief and Olympian Inam is 
reported to have been far from 
cordial. 

The IHF secretary, Mr Dayaoand 
sent a show cause notice to Inam 
seeking his explanation for “showing 
disrespect and using abusive langu-' 
age against Mr M. A. M. Rama¬ 
swamy. president of the Indian 
Hockey Federation”. Inam is report¬ 


ed to have explained that he meant 
no disrespect to Mr Ramaswamy and 
yet apologised. 

The National Executive of the 
IHF, which had a scheduled meeting 
at Madurai, decided to debar Inam 
“from being associated with hockey 
for a period of three years”. 


It is probably one of the most 
ridiculous decisions in the history of 
Indian hockey. To debar a player 
who is already past his prime Is 
ridiculous enough but the IHF by 
debarring Inam has also tried to take 
over the administrative responsibility 
of Indian Airlines on whom depends 
the decision to retain or not to retain 
Inam as coach for their team. 


The crowning piece of the whole 
episode is the interview given by 
Mr Ramaswamy to The Timm of 
Indio on September IS at Delhi. The 
Times issue of September 16 quotes 
him as saying “All that Inam told 
me was not to talk to tbe agitated 
players but to cqrry on a dialogue 
only with him.” If this is all, then 


Mr Ramaswamy and his IHF have 
quite a few questions to answer. 

The letter issued by the secretary 
of tbe IHF is implicit that Inam 
showed disrespect and used abusive 
language' against the IHF President. 
Did the secretary act on his own or 
was Mr Ramaswamy aware of the 
contents of the letter? At the meet¬ 
ing of the national executive did Mr 
Ramaswamy clear Inam of the 
charges or did he prefer to remain 
silent? And why? Above all, was 
the IHF president not aware of the 
actual reasons based on which the 
IHF bad debarred a former Olympian 
from being associated with hockey? 
And since he is expected to know, 
what prompted him to say what he 
did to The Times of India ? Perhaps 
it is Mr Ramaswamy’s magnanimity. 
Perhaps not. Whatever it be, it is 
clear that there is absolutely no co¬ 
ordination in the functioning of the 
IHF. 

If this is the state of affairs, one 
does nut have far to go to learn 
why Indian hockey has plummeted 
to its present position. 
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\ARIETY 


Beginning October IS 

This week the Sun and RahU are conjoined in Virgo, Mars, Mercury, Venus and Uranus are conjoined in l ibra Neptune 
alone Is In Scorpio Kethu is in Pisces, Jupiter alone is in Cancer Saturn is in Leo the Moon will be moving through 
Aries, Taurus and Gemini from Pisces 


f s ARIES (March 21 — April 20) You will ex- 

'■y. perience improving fortune and happiness this 
<> vl week Gams will eventuate in both expected 
Jjw and unexpected ways Dont be afraid to exe- 
cute changes and pursue matters relating to 
property. Health should be watched You will undertake 
a long journey Good dates: 15, 16 and 18 Lucky 
numbers: 3 and 7 Favourable direction: South 


i < LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) A 

} pleasant new friendship is indicated Beneficial 

* V f changes in business are likely A secret 

i j, J v v atfair will prosper An unexpected event 

“ < J * 7 causes anxiety and leads to unavoidable ex¬ 
penses Womentolk will generally prove* helpful Make 

full use of Zodiac influences now favounng you Good 

dates: 15 16 17 and 19 Lucky numbers 1 and 10 
Favourable direction. North 


TAURUS (April 21 — May 22) This week 
y f presages unexpected upheavals long journeys, 
r ij 1 . sudden losses and squabbles in the family 

'-=i , '*• Some financial gams will however materialise 

' * 1 Circumspection and watchfulness Is advisable 
when dealing with elders and members of the opposite sex 
Eschew speculation Good dates: 17, 18. 19 and 21 Lucky 
numbers: 4 and 8 Favourable direction: North 


^ SCORPIO (October 23 — November 21) Be 

; tactful In your deaffnqs with thosp in authority 

Your relationship with lawyers, and members 
i of the opposite sex need close watching 
1 * Courage faith and forhtude will help surmount 
any problem that you mav face Seek and act upon the 
advice of elders in the family Good dates: 17, 18 and 20 
Lucky numbers: 9 and 10 Favourable direction: South and 
West 


/ "jy GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) This week will 
prove trying Guard against quarrels and 
\ ’/CY". accidents—-curb impetuousity and watch busi¬ 
er * ness correspondence carefully Avoid over¬ 
strain and do not lose your confidence Some 
success will eventuate by the weekend This week Is un 
favourable for courtship and business negotiations Good 
dates : lb 17 20 and 21 Lucky numbers: 2 and 7 Favour¬ 
able direction: West 


VJ SAGITTARIUS (November 22 — December 22) 

y \ / Push all your affairs to the utmost Your hopes 

OiSS and ambitions will be realised Your pro- 

j * fossional career shows spectacular progress 

J Safeguard the health of womenfolk and elders 

in Ihe family Success will come your way and a secret 
matter will bring pleasure Much wilt depend on your 
own initiative and prompt decisions Good dates* 16 17, 
19 and 20 Lucky numbers. 1 and 3 Favourable direc¬ 
tion. South 


, y c ^ CANCER (June 22 — July 22) This will be a 
(Ur r fjj week of mixed fortunes You must avoid 
quarrels and erratic actions and exercise cau- 
tion and circumspection in all your dealings 
‘ f Your health will Improve Deal tactfully with 
those in authority Good dates: 15. 16 and 19 Lucky 
numbers: 4 and 9 Favourable direction: North-west. 


rV { CAPRICORN (December 23 — January 20) 

1* t Minor benefits through an elderly family relative 
'f, is forecast Changes and travel are best deferr 
YVn ad Some success comes your way and a secret 
matter will bring pleasure Sudden changes 
should be avoided New friends and domestic happiness 
are foreseen Good dates 15 16 18 and 21 Lucky num¬ 
bers: 4 and 7 Favourable directions East and North 


LEO (July 23 — August ft) This week Is 
y'j ,fraught with problems and disappointment 
M h&gMj Oo not spoil your good fortune by impulsive 
y vljOnj decisions and actions Attend to your pro- 
jul. yr f es8 | 0n an< j peruse all correspondence carefully 
Avoid litigation and dubious love adventures Good dates: 
18. 19 and 20 Lucky numbers: 7 and 3 Favourable direc¬ 
tion: East 


, * — AQUARIU8 (January 21 — February 19) You 

,’^Saia are warned against making sudden changes 
Watch your finances closely An unexpected 
event causes anxiety and unavoidable ex- 
- penses Do not undertake needless risks This 

week Is important for auspicious undertakings and the 
welfare of your family Good dates: 18 19 and 20 Lucky 
Numbers: 5 and 3 Favourable direction: East 


Sdfen iH 


VIRGO (August 23 — September 22) This will 
jWMgS be a happy week and you will make new Mends 
r Pay attention to your business affairs Courtship, 

cfvliy auspicious matters and social activities are 
best deterred. Womenfolk may experience anxiety through 
III health. Children's health needs to be watched Good 
dates: 16, 18, 20 and 21 Lucky numbers: 3 and 9 
Favourable faction: Nil. 


PISCE8 (February 20 — March 20) The early 
P ar> of this woe,k br, ngs financial gains Some 
good fortune. Including Inheritance may mata- 
yFsKfflyT rlalise You will make new friends Women 
folk will generally prove helpful Courtship 
and marriage are indicated The health of children needs 
close attention Good date*; 15, 18. 18 and 21 Lucky 
numbers: 3 and 9 Favourable direction: North 

M. B RAMAN 
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MILLER lights the way 


©1 MMIFP 


Tl Miller 
Dynamo Lamps 

• 12 volts and 6 volts. 
The choice is yours 

• A bright non-flickering 
beam...in any weather. 

• Comes with its own 
power source .no cells 
to replace. 

• Sleek, full-chromed and 
pilfer-proof. 

Choose a Miller Dynamo. 

It's an all-weather lamp 

that'll fast you a life-time. 



TI Miller Ltd., Madras 600 053 (A subsidiary of Tuba Investments of India Ltd) 
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hi, a' 
FRIEND 
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( IT'S NICE TO HAVE 
1 VOUR OWN P06TO 


TALK TO 








jrfrrBV 


r A P06 P0E5N‘T TRV 
TO GIVE VOU A LOT 
OF APVICE...HE 
V JUST LISTEN5 > 


M05T OF THE TIME, THAT5 
WHAT A PERSON WANTS. 
\T SOMEONE WHO WILL 
V LISTEN, ANP NOT TRV 
'T> TO OWE VOUAPVlCE y 


I'l 


/MOST OF THE TIME, VOU 
/ JUST WANT TO TALK... 
WHICH IS WHV A 006 
"^A15 THE PERFECT ONE 10. 
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OTHER HANO. 
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A royal touch to 
your greetings 
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\Ne've added 120 brand-new 
designs to our greeting card 
collection. Indian miniatures 
mounted on hand-made paper, 
paintings by contemporary 
artists, unique and exquisite 
Diwali motifs, and all your 
old favourites. 

Available at all leading stores 


in India 
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VARIETY 


chess 


Position No. 12 



prevent Black from playing P—OKM. but the 
move does weaken his king*Ida (that Is to 
say the side on which he Intends to castle) 
12. , B * B IS.OxB.t'—K3 14.0—0—0 
14 PxP. PxP 15 0-0—0 P—04 Is to 
Blacks advantage 14 PxP, IB. PxP 
Kt —Kt3, 16 Kt—K3 R—K1 17 8—KtS 
R—K4 18. P—R5, Q-K2 IB. Kt—B4 
KtxKt, 20. BxKt, P—QKt4 21. BxP 
R—KM. 22. B—B6 Q—B2, 28. Q—B4. 
P—B6, 24. QxP It 24 CJxKt OxP 25 
K—Ktl Ox BP, and Black has a strong 
attack 

24. , Q x P, 26.0—OR4,0—Kt3,26.0—R3, 
8—B4 27. P—KKt4, O-KB oh. 28. R—02, 
O—K8 Ch, *9. B—Q1, Q—K6 ch. 80. R—02 
B—06, 21. Kt—R3 and not 31 OxOP 
RxKtP 

21. . KtxOP, 82. P—B4 KtxKBP. 28. 

KtxKt. QxKt. 24. O—R4 RxP White 
resigns 

HARRY GOLOMBEK 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 


Continuation of Position No. 10 
This arose in a game Janssan-Oe Boar. 
Rotterdam 1977- 1r4kl Iprlqplp, 
p2ppktpQ, 5P2 2P 1 P 1 P 1 1PKI4R 
2P4P 5R 1 K 

White won by 1 P—KS.QPxP 2 Kt—K4 
KPxP, 8. P—KtS Kt —B4 4. RXKt P—B3 
B Kt ( P ch K—02 and Black resigned 

The attack on the Klny 

It has becoma the custom ovsrths years to 
glvs various 'orma of prizes In International 
or nattonel tournaments (or such achieve¬ 
ment* aa the moat brilliant gama the best 
attack the beat andfng and the beat 
defenoe Since the decision as to which 
gams merits which award is usually in the 
hands of a committee, there have been e 
number of occasions when muoh eoorn has 
been oast on the way these prizes have been 
awarded 

Or Tertakower in his book of best games 
oommenfs on fust such an occasion when 
his own most brilliant gams failed to receive 
an award whereas another player was given 
the sward lor the best attack so at, says 
Tertakower with a nloe eddulatlon to pro¬ 
vide him wUh a dowry for hie daughter 
Then too I hove been in my capacity aa 
chief arbiter, often on tha committee for 
choosing such swards In big International 
tournaments In Spain and there I have had 
to strive mightily with local prejudice In 
order to give the right award to the right 
player 

In the end such matters seem to avert 
themselves out and Or Tertakower no doubt 
has had his reward In heaven end I can just 
Imagtna him saying bravo to tha com mines 
of angels who allocated him his proper 
prim 


1. What, In slang usag«, Is meant 
by the term "to put the acid on"? 

2. Where are the headquarters of 
the World Tourism Organisation ? 

3 Who said on his deathbed "I 
have not told half of what I saw"? 

4 For what is the John Creasey 
Award given? 

5 Whose autobiography Is entitled- 
"I Don’t Bruise Easily"? 

6 How is Helen Mitchell better 
known ? 

7 Which famous British general 
died at the Battle of Corunna ? 

8. In forces' slang, what are 
"scrambled eggs"? 

8 With what do you associate 
the name of Lt Clifton James ? 

10. On what degree of longitude te 
Indian Standard Time based ? 

11. In 19th century British Indie, 
what were Jocularly referred to aa 
"return empties"? 

12 What are the constituents of 
the cocktail Rob Roy ? 

13. Who or what la Chassis ? 

14. On which short story is "Oka 
Url Katha" based ? 


15. How many principal crusades 
were there? 




It was nice to see that special prizes were 
•warded at the lest, the 45th. tournament 
for the championship of the USSR Here la a 
fine gems for which Dortmen, who tied for 
first pises In ths championship, received a 
prize for the best shack 
White L Mburt Black- J Ootiman OP 

Kt—KB3, 2. B—KtS Kt—K5 I- 
B—84, P-OB4, 4. P—KB3 quieter, and 
perhaps better, was 4 P—K3 4. , Q—R4 
ch. 6. P—83, K1—KB3, S. P-Q6.P—Q3. 7 
P—K4, P—KKO, ■. Kt—QR3, B—Kt2, •• 
0-02. 0—0, la B—KR8, obvious, but 
resulting m e certsfh amount of trouble for 
White; b e tt er wa s SO. Br-03,1<k ■ 0Kt~02: 
11. K^S, 0-B2* 1*. IMSN4. so as to 


mB|3 ’91 
’(.U8JBX,, B.pUBMOUiBJd >1 
■jeA|j oBiuoiOd Bill uo uees ueeq 
»q iaqi jajsuoyj ssbn qoo-| eqi 
jo )ue|BAinbe usepeuiv «M1 et 
‘AtfsiqM pus ipnoiujeA Zi 
Ajjbui i.upinoo pue 
B|pu| oi mo eUlBC Ol|M USUIOM U 
ISB 3 iee| oe seeaSap z$ OU 
-eoueB|j|eiu| 

UBUMBQ asnjuoo oi eiqnop Y.AjbuioB 
-tuow 8B pepsjenbseui bh 6 
dea B.jeatuo 6 up|ubj-m6im 
» to )|Bed eq| uo ppwq p|0Q '8 


ejooyf uqop its i 
eqiow 0111 eiq etuoa g 
esoio ubmq g 
joeit eqi jo isaou 
eApoeiep qsiiBug jseq suj. k 
O|0d 03JBW e 

PlJpew z 

*ueo| b joBJixe oi | 

SH3MSNV 


stamps 



AS SOON A*3 Britain assumed control of 
Cyprus in June 1878 a British pout office 
was opened at Larnaea end ordinary Victor 
■an stamps were placed on sals These were 
followed by similar stamps overprinted 
cvreua end finally by distinctive I ssu es por¬ 
traying the reigning monarch The first pic¬ 
torial aeries was Issued in 1928 to mark the 
50th anniversary of British ruts Tbs f- 
pleatra stamp (shovel featured a fifth* 
century ec silver 'lion head oom from 
Amathua, near Umaaaof Other stamps 
showed view* in the Island and tha London 
status of Richard Coeur da Lion, tha first 
English king ol Cyprus The oompiefe aeries 
of 10 stamps now oosta about C75 mint or 
£90 used 


‘HIS work le 
regarded by 
merry aa repel 
lent (He) In 
soma re¬ 
ap# da ob¬ 
served a British philatelic tournal pnmly 
after the laaue In Norway In 1928 of four 
•temps marking the centenary of the birth 
of Henrik Ibaen Fewer eyebrows are raised 
th e s e day* at the Norwegian dramatiat’a 
work and die two stamps Issued for the 
150th anniversary of hit birth will occasion 
lithe comment One shows a scene from 
‘Peer Qynt and the other (above) repro¬ 
duces a portrait painted by Erik Warena* 
kkjld In IBM Ibsen has already been hon¬ 
oured on stamps from Bulgaria, Romania 
and ftie Soviet Union These issues ere quits 
common but the 1928 Norwegian series 
now costs about Cfl mint or £3 used 

C.W. HILL 
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Vitten ^0 for the entry g vcn fust 


humour in real life 


MNRIETY 


jftlis India 


i|EW DELHI In an unusual operation, a 
Lout meant for evacuation of the 
itarooned was ‘ hydt ked ’ and operated 
it a price The snort lived operation in 
Which the boats piovided by the army 
was used, landed four persons fn police 
pustody—Times of Indta (B B Madhi- 
ivalla, Bombay) 

LhMF DABAD The city police have re 
listered a (barge against a railway 
Employee foi allegedly raping his minoi 
laughter Auoiding to police, the case 
lame to light following the transfer of 
he gut from one hospital to another 
[allowing her aboition The gill’s 
mother and a midwife have also been 
registered for allegedly abetting in 
ihorting her The police said her mother 
Was quite helpless from preventing her 
lusband from his dastardly ait—(Indian 
Itpreis (K (. Venkutesh Bangalore) 

ifANDYA A stuiluit here attended 
Masses and sprang a deadly sui prise on 
)is fellow students, who hid niouined 
lim the previous day The students of 
*E$ College of Science had abstained 
ram classes the pievious day and obseiv 
,d sileine foi a minute on receiving 
information” of the death of the student 
II Nagraj — Deccan Herald (Eddie 
.ongkumer, Mysore) 

)}MR An elephant was drowned while 
iatning in the flooded Mahi river at 
Jrtrsmglidewla village A crane WdS 
irought here to remove the body as vil 
tigers’ attempts to remove it with thiee 
jractois failed —The Statesman (Mrs Ro- 
jola Mitra, Calcutta) 

f 

iUCKNOW Thirty five letrenched em 
iloyees of the State Road Transport 
.- ration adopted a novel method to 
bipress upon the State Government the 
|eed to reinstate them In service Most 
jt them bad onlv towels wrapped around 
heir waists when they walked from 
iarulshafa towards the lesidence of the 
ihief Minister thiough the fashionable 
(aaratganj area when a strong conusant 
hade up of police and PAC men arrested 

t ern for defying the prohibitory orders 
National Herald (Rajiv Tcwan, 
Uicknow) 


ithout comment 


iN BRITAIN elections tend to be lost 
»y Governments, not won by Opposi 
Jons—The Economist 

[VE HAVE collected black money— 
.handiashekhar 


Y HUSBAND (Suresh Kumar) has 
en up to all soits of things, keeping 
iris here and there and flirting around 
ith women—Mrs Kamal Kumar 


0 ONE can sell India, nor can anyone 
urchase ft—Atal Behari Vajpayee 


MIDNAPUR Mrs Sushama Sinha gave 
birth to a son while clinging to the 
branch of a tree to save herselt from the 
floods The newborn baby has been 
named Toofan Mrs Sinha, along with her 
husband and others, had taken shelter on 
a banyan tree as their villoge Dbarani 
was flooded—Amrita Bazar tatnka 'J D 
Sahay, Bokuro) 

NEW DELHI During the recent floods, 
a middle aged woman wailed "Mv 
children have been marooned Moved 
by a mother’s sentiments, police escorted 
the woman to her residence which was 
surrounded by the flood waters The 
woman jumped out of the boat and re 
turned all smiles, carrying three rabbits 
under her arm Cuddling the pets she 
replied “These are my children"—Indian 
Express (Rajesh Singh, Vishakapatnam) 

AHMEDABAD A girl college student, 
who knows both judo and karate, hejn 
meted an assailant when he tried to take 
liberties with her The crowd arpund 
wanted to help the girl but she told them 
not to bother because she could tackle 
the roadside Romeo The miscreant had 
to apologise profusely and touch the feet 
of lhe gill before she contemptuously 
permitted him to go away with one last 
blow—Hindustan Ttmes (Copal Cuin.mi 
Ranchi) 

AHMEDABAD Hie utv point hivi 
tightened their security measures at 
educational institutions, paiticularlv girls 
schools in order to prevent kidnapping 
which hds been increasing at an alarming 
i ate Hindustan Ttmes (P Sreedhai 
Sindru 

NLW 1)1 LH1 Hindi Day maiking th< 
29th anniversary of Hindi being declaied 
the national language bv the constituent 
Assembly was celebrated in the central 
’hall of Pirhament on Thuisday with Uu 
chief guist speaking in English A couple 
of voices rose in the hall asking Mr 
Justice Rangarajan to speak in Hindi bui 
he went on in English However, he 
promised to make one speech on Hindi 
before he left the capital on retiremeni 
—The Hmdu (A Ralagangadbaran, 
Pollachi) 


WE ARE not enemies at all—Morarji 
Desai to Devraj Urs 

IF MRS GANDHI came to Parliament 
you will be able to judge her better— 
Morarji Desai 

AS HEAD of the Government, I must 
command the loyalty of all the mini¬ 
sters, and can make them swear loyalty 
to me—Sheikh Abdullah 

WHAT IS a Harnan’ I don’t know what 
a Harijan vs—T Vuol, Chief Minister of 
Nagaland 


1 / 




ONE PROFFSSOR gave us a 
leituic on the human brain and 
my colleague objected “We do not 
have the brain’’ he retorted and 
then qualified bis statement “in 
the syildbus’ L Lakshmanan, 
Mddras 



A MEDICO took a relative of his 
to the nearby dime in order to 
get his earache treated. The 
doctor at the clinic asked him 
“Which ear’’’ and the medico 
replied without hesitation “Final 
year ’—Ramesh, Kishanpura . 


JMv < 
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THE CONDUCTOR of an over¬ 
crowded bus at Dharamtola told 
a Hindi speaking lady in Bengali: 
“JAIGA NAHIN” (no room) The 


(no room) The 


1 


lady protested vehemently: “JA 
RAHI HAI AUR AAP KAHTE 
HAIN NAHIN JAIGA.” - K. S. 
Sinha. Chakradharpur. 


pours aofigihstmiygtvsntiftt 
•adn, later ifieeuiar Mat 






a word or two 


W ORDS tike puncture, punctual 
and punctuate look as though 
they may be related, but we may 
wonder how. The connexion lies 
in the Latin word punctum, re¬ 
lated to a verb meaning to prick 
or stab. A punctum is a small 
sharp point. 

! This is enough to explain 
, puncture. The other words have 
I a bit more of a story. The Latin 
word was extended to mean a 
small hole made by pricking or 
stabbing, and thus any point or 
dot. Now the pieces fall into 
place. Punctuation is the use of 
the little “points” with which we 
dot our writing. A punctilious 
man is one who observes small 
points of morals and conduct. A 
punctual man (by a special deve¬ 
lopment of the same root) 
observes the niceties of appointed 
times. m 


stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 


rja 


bj As you may have guessed by 
Jihis time, point itself comes from 
the same Latin root—only via 
French. From French, too, comes 
poignant — sharp or wounding 
hence moving or saddening the 
heart. There's an interesting 
parallel in acute, from a Latin 
word meaning pointed or sharp. 
But acute has another figurative 
sense too—clever or sbrewd : “Of 
penetrating intelligence”, as some 
may say, or more simply, just 
“sbarpwitted”. 

WORDSPINNER 


f T'HREE hundred years ago, a gambler 
1 asked Blaise Pascal, the French 
mathematician and philosopher, how to 
calculate the odds on certain dice throws. 
Pascal's answers were the beginning of 
the theory of probability, now one of the 
fastest growing branches of mathematics. 
Physicists use it to compute the probable 
path of a neutron through heavy water, 
geneticists to determine the likelihood 
that a couple will have blue-eyed children. 
Businessmen. economists, politicians, 
military leaders—it is hard to think of 
a profession in which the probability 
theory is not applicable. 

In daily life we make countless 
decisions based on intuitive, common- 
sense estimates of probability. Most of 
the time these estimates are Fairly re¬ 
liable. Yet experts have found all sorts 
of curious situations in which the actual 
probabilities differ startlingly from what 
we expect. 

Physicist George C.amow once worked 
in a seven storey building and often had 
to go from his office on the second floor 
to an office on the sixth. For some 
strange nason whenever he wanted to 
go up, the first lift to arrive was almost 
the wrong way: down. “They must ho 
making new lifts on the root and sending 
them to be stored in the basement,” he 
commented. But then he noticed that 
when he wanted a lift down from the 
sixth floor, the first one that stopped was 
almost always on its way up. So Gamow 
proposed a new theory: lifts were being 
built in the basement, then sent up to the 
roof to be carried away by helicopters. 

The explanation is simple. If you are 
waiting on one of the lower floors of a 
building, most of the lifts are likely to 
be somewhere above you. The first one 
to arrive, therefore, is likely to be on its 
way down. Conversely, if you are ou a 
floor near the top, most of the lifts are 
likely to be below you, so that the first 
to stop will probably be on its way up. 
Intuitively, on any floor, one feels that 
an upward-bound lift is as likely to arrive 
as a downward-bound one—but this is not 
the case. 

One of the most difficult of all pro¬ 
bability calculations to believe is what 
mathematicians call the birthday para¬ 
dox. Say that you are attending a party 
at which 23 people are present. What is 
the probability that two of them were 
born on the same day of the same month? 
Intuitively, you feel that the probability 
is low. Actually the chances are about 
even. 

One way to work this out: Take any 
two people, and the chances are 364 out 
Of 363—or there is a 364/365 probability 
that their birthdates won’t match. The 
chance that a third person’s date of birth 
Will miss both of theirs is 364/365; a 
fourth person's, 362/365; and so on. Then, 
since the probability that ail of a series 


of separate events will occur is the pro-J 
duct of the probabilities for each in> i 
dividual event, you multiply all thes«| 
fractions together. As it turns out, by| 
the time you have 23 people in the series, ^ 
the probability falls below 1/2; Inf 
other words, it becomes a triffe better J 
than an even chance that out of 23 birth | 
dates, two will coincide. | 

To work out the probability of any oflej 
you need to know the number 0f| 
different, equally possible outcomes. Whenf 
you toss a coin there, are just twwf; 
possibilities—heads or tails—so the pro-| 
Lability of flipping either is 1/2. In lessr 
simple situations, however, it is easy tol 
overlook some of the possible out com ess 
and so arrive at a false probability- 

estimate. v,f 

■ 

For example: what is the probability? 
that, if a family has three children, they; 
will be of the same sex? One mights 
reason: At least two of the children are 
certain to be of the same sex. The third, 
then, will either match them or it won't,; 
—so the probability that all three wills 
be alike must be 1/2. But consider all’ 
the possible combinations, letting B stand; 
for boy, G for girl: BBB, BBG, BGB .1 
BGG, GBB, GBG, GGB, GGG. Only two ofi 
those eight sequences—BBB and GGG—i 
are all alike. The correct probability,! 
therefore, that the three children will be’, 
of the same sex is 2/8, or 1/4. 

Suppose a married couple plans to have; 
four offspring. Which is more likely: 
three children of one sex Bnd one of the 
other, or two boys and two girls? Most 
people guess two and two. But when We 
list all the possible combinations—there 
are 16—we see that in six cases there is 
a two-two split, but there are 8 sequences, 
with a three-one split. So the probability 
is 1/2 that the sexes will be split three 
and one. Our intuition has played us 
false again. 

Another way of going wrong when 
estimating probabilities is to assume that 
certain events' are related when they are 
not. Many people imagine that if a coin 
comes up heads several times in a row, 
the odds will favour tails on the next 
toss. Not so. No matter how many 
times a coin lands heads up, the pro¬ 
bability of heads on the next toss re¬ 
mains 1/2. 

Then there was the man who thought 
he could protect himself on plane trips 
by taking a harmless bomb along in his 
luggage. He reasoned that the odds; 
against one person taking a bomb aboard 
were high, but that the odds against two 
people doing it were surely astronomical* 
His intuition was strong but his grasp of 
statistics and probabilities was, to say' 
the least, flawed 


M. MADHWARAJ 








"Marxists have not properly 
done their homework..." 


Dr K MATHEW KVRICN, a Marxist 
ideologue, has paid a heaiy pri re for 
hts intellectual rpbellum within the 
top leadership cloisters of the 
CPl(M) removal fiom his Rajya 
Sabha seat and evutum from the 
Directorship of the Marxist think- 
tank, the Indian School of Social 
Sciences MONU NALAPAl talked 
to him recently about hts Party and 
its future 


Q: Row do you explain the com¬ 
parative failure of the CPI (M) to 
develop into an all-India Party? 

A: 1 would not call it ‘'failure”. 
Let us just say success has been 
slow. However, roots have been dug 
in pockets all over India, and the 
trend is definitely up. I agree though 
that Marxists have not properly 
done their homework in understan¬ 
ding regional variations in culture, 
heritage and precapitalist formations 
such as tribalism and caste. What 
is lacking is a creative application 
of basic tenets to local realities. 

Q: You mean the approach la 
too mechanistic and doctrinal? 

A: In a way yes. Manv Marxists 
can only parrot received doctrine in 
a jargonised form. This jaigon is 
incomprehensible to the masses and 
perhaps also to themselves. Based 
on their theories and understanding 
of the classics, they create a can 
cature of Maixism and trv to pass 
It off as the real thing to the people. 
No wonder the response «. poor 

Q: What do you suggest should 
be done? 

A: Well, F. M S (Namboodiripad) 
has shown the wav in his analysis 
of Kerala society in Kerala, Yeiter 
day Today and Tomorrow In this 
he has analysed the social forces at 
work in the State and shown how 
they can be harnessed for social 
revolution. Marxists should make 
the same analysis for cither regions 
too In each area the key allied so¬ 
cial forces tVill be different In the 
north-east, tor example a study of 
tribal culture is vital In Bihar caste 
is crucial and an oveiall under 
standing of the Harijan issue is 
very necessary. The forms and de¬ 
crees of exploitation should be care- 
fullv mapped out region wise But 
cognition of this is sadly lacking. 
'I he result is that the masses do not 
yet see the link between the growth 
of the Baity and their own welfare 

Q: But what is the CPI (M) line 
and what are its weak spots? 
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A: The main line is that the 
workeis should lead the peoples’ 
democratic and the specialist revolu¬ 
tion. This has led to a focussing on 
trade union struggles, whether ot 
rural or urban labour. This is essen 
tial, but we must not forget that 
the working class—and particularly 
the organised working class—can¬ 
not put through a revolution on its 
owm The peasantry's help is crucial. 
And this—organising of peasants— 
is the Party’s weak spot It is true 
that there exists a contradiction, on 
the wage question, between agricul¬ 
tural labourers and the peasantry. 
But there exists a much deeper con 
tradiction between agricultural labou¬ 
rers and peasants on the one hand 
and landlords on the other While 
we should of course deal with all 
owners of property on the wage 
question, we should also combine 
with the peasantry against the land 
lords. We must think and act dia¬ 
lectically not mechanically. At pre¬ 
sent many peasants feel that the 
Party is their enemv In the ultimate 
analysis it is their ally This we must 
point out. through political activity, 
propaganda and through good tat 
tics. 


Q: Are there any areas where 
such a line has worked? 

A: Yes. Kuttanad in south Ke¬ 
rala is one. Here agricultural labou¬ 
rers under the CPI (M) have won 
major increases in wage rates, while 
at the same time emphasizing that 
the movement is not anti-peasant. 
However, the problem is that the 
lessons of these success stories have 
not been distilled out and general 
principles, valid for other areas, dis¬ 
covered Each struggle takes place 
in its own cloister, there is an inade¬ 
quate attempt at working out gene¬ 
ral principles, at drawing proper 
conclusions from each success. 

Q: You’ve talked of landlords. 
What about industrialists? What 
about trade union struggles against 
them? Also, there is a feeling that 
many struggles have become econo- 
mUtic. , 

A: Economism is a serious prob¬ 
lem and very few trade unions are 
free of it. The ‘struggle’ part per¬ 
haps has been emphasised without 
a concurrent social education drive. 
The workers should always be told 
the ultimate goals of their fight, that 
it is a continuing process irrespec¬ 
tive of temporary setbacks. They 
should understand the relation bet¬ 
ween their struggles and wider eco¬ 
nomic and social configurations. 1 


agree that educational efforts have 
been weak In many cases we have 
taken the easy way out by stressing 
puiely economic issues without rela¬ 
ting them to the wider political 
questions. 

Q: Coining back to the capitalists. 

A: Well, I feel that we should 
educate workers to make a differen¬ 
tiation between big and small capita, 
lists. The small owners themselves 
are exploited by the big. We should 
organise them against monopolists, 
ally them with the working class 
movement 


Q: But do not small owners ex¬ 
ploit workers just at much as big 
ones? And how realistic is it to ex¬ 
pect a section of capital to fight the 
other? 


A : Well, in terms of degree, ex 
ploitation may be as much, but not 
in quantum terms. And don’t forget 
they (small businessmen) squeeze 
the worker because they are them¬ 
selves squeezed by monopolists If 
monopoly capital continues uncheck¬ 
ed small businessmen will be wiped 
out We should educate the small 
businessmen on the evils of big 
capital, on the faqt that even in a 
Socialist setup their interests can be 
safeguarded. 

Q: Some people describe the 
Marxists as 'anti-national'. What Is 
your comment? 

A: Marxists are the most natio- 
na’, in the sense of wanting the 
best deal foi the people of India, ft 
is tiue that in the past the national 
question was insufficiently studied, 
that a proper understanding of 
national and regional patriotisms 
was absent But that is changing 
now And don’t forget that many ot 
Ihr gieat leaders of the CPI (M), 
people like Mr E M. S Namboodiri- 
pad and the late A. K Gopalan are 
from the national movement and 
have imbibed its best tiaditious 
. Q: What is your reaction to the 
Kerala Chief Minister. Mr A. K. 
Antony’s proposal for a third front 
against both Janata and Congress 
(I) ? 


A; We have been talking of a 
Left democratic front long before 
Mr Antony got around to it. But 
such a front should go concurrently 
with the anti-authontarian front the 
CPI (M) Is building up, and ra 
which the Janata Party is an impor¬ 
tant element. I think Mr Anrony 
should have differentiated bdtvyeen 
Janata and Congress (l). for the 
former has restored mil liberties 
that the latter had destroyed. 
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CUP-A-DELICIOUS 

Pour 1 bottle of apple juice and 1 bottle of Gold Spot 
into a jug. Shake well. Add a cupful of skinned 
apple bits. Chill and serve in mugs. 

Cheers I 

KEEP GOLD SPOT STOCKED AT HOME. 

UNEXPECTED GUESTS DROP IN ANYTIME I 

Gcid Spot. The taste goes to your smite. 
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A NUMBER of people have 
■** wondertd, sometimes aloud, 
why a former cricketer with no 
background in journalism, 
except the occasional article, 
was offered the editorship 
of a sports magazine? And why 
he accepted it? In fact 1 
wonder also. Perhaps, if it had 
been known that editorship 
would involve working most 
odd hours, flying all over 
the place, at times meeting 
people who are not too keen on 
meeting you and reading stuff 
one would rather not, I icould 
have thought longer. As it 
was it seemed a good idea 
at the time, and 1 suppose still 
docs. 

After all what does a 
cricketer do when he becomes 
'former', and what's more, 
unemployed? What does he do 
if he still retains an interest 
and wants to remain involved in 
the game? What does he do 
if he has no desire to join 
the administration, and fight 
annual elections, no desire to 
become a selector and get 
involved in the polities of com¬ 
promise, and certainly no desire 
to become Assistant Manager 
of an Indian touring team? 

Well if he likes the sound of 
his own voice, and can pull a 
few strings in the right places, 
he can do a bit a] T.V. or 
radio work, or perhaps, and if 
somebody is prepared to publish 
them, write his expert pieirs 
on why India cannot produce 
fast bowlers or why Prasanna is 


better or worse than Venkal- 
ragliavan: or if he is a 
masochist he can alwuys be¬ 
come an Editor, provided, of 
course, that he is offered a fob. 

Further if he is pompous he 
can actually believe that sports 
can he served through this 
medium, and he can give back 
to the game a tittle of what 
he’s got out of it; and of 
that there has been more than 
enough. To have seen practically 
the whole world, to have 
played cricket in Los Angeles 
and Bangkok, golf in Huwai, 
swum in Montego Bay, and 
even spent a week in New York 
with turn dollars a day for 
expenses, kind courtesy the 
R.B.I. and the Board, is not 
the lot of every Indian. And to 
huve been lucky enough to 
have made good friends (and 
enemies) in so many places ,to 
have met people, real people, 
in streets and buses who 
have shown an affinity towards 
India, have sympathised 
with her problems and are 
aware of her developments. 

And most of all to have been close 
by when the great geniuses of 
the game have shown their 
artistry. 

All this and much more has 
the game given. There is no 
way can one return it all hut 
there is no harm in trying. 
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The only condom 
for near natural feeling 
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better comfort - better protection 
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Juiceforall 
-and all for 
Juice 

Insta 

the sleek, modem ME 
fruit juicer that gives 
you glass after glass m||| 
of fresh, nourishin g 
wholesome 

at a fraction jjMBr■. 
of the cost! 


Fresh, sparkling fruit juice—so full of 
goodness. Babies, children,grown-upR... 
everyone needs it. And now, with Insta¬ 
juicer , everyone can have it.Home-made 
juice, at half the cost of juice-stall 
produce. With the minimum of fuss and 
bother. 

Instajuicer is unique: It's modern, light¬ 
weight and hygienic—unlike anything 
else available. It's made of up-to-the- 
minute rustproof alloys and high impact 
styrene synthetics. So it's safe and 
durable. Its simple hand-operation 
means even a child can use it. Best of all, 
it's so easy to fix. Just a flip of a lever 
and presto—the powerful suctiondevice 
fixes Instajuicer onto any smooth, hard 
surface. No scratches, no stains! Insta- 
Juicer carries a 6-month guarantee—but 
surely years and years of use! 
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Every Home 

needs an Instajuicer 

p s Want an idea for a gift? tnstaJuicei \ 
to w«M«£ birthdays, or i»st 
The" drink «. 

health for yearal___— 


MAILORDERSALESPVT.LTD.(OrderDept. I.J.2) 
18 Mathew Road, Bombay 400004. 

Yes, I want to try INSTAJUICER. Rush my INSTA¬ 
JUICER under your 7-day Home Trial Plan. If I am 
not fully satisfied I shall return it for refund of 
price, (less postage & forwarding charges). 

(PImm tick tSTappropriaU bos) SV-5 

O Ra.88 (plus Rs. 8 postage and forwarding cher- 
ges^sent by Cheque/DraTt/I.P.O./M.O.No. 

O Send by V.P.P. I promise to pay the post¬ 
men Rs. 96. 


Name:.... 
Address:. 


* Signature:. 



AVAILABLE AT LEADING STORES ANO AT OUR SHOWROOM AT ABOVE ADDRESS 

Distributor* for West Bengal : M/s. MEDICOS AGENCIES, 

92, Elliot Road, Calcutta 700 016, Phone: 243203. 
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Crisp, savoury 

<&BBE» iMMX 

the best salted biscuit 
...gives more taste, more satisfaction. 

QD Britannia biscuits are the best. 
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5 /TORS ACCURATE 

The Girard Petregnux s record of mottculous time-keeping it beaten only by the tun And 
the consummate artistry of its contemporary styling hat few equals 
This prestigious time-keeper, with a tradition for precision that deles back nearly 
200 yasrs, has now been brought to India by Raghav Electronics. It is faithfully 
assembled at a sophisticated plant in Solan, H P under the supervision of Swiss 
trained engineers 

The features ol this quality quartz analogue are truly satisfyinq 

• built to Swiss quality specifications, with all the original components 
from Switzerland, 

• precision correct to within one minute a year, 

• temperature resistant from 0 to 65° C, 

• completely moisture and shock resistant. 

• creatively styled -in 20 micron gold plate and in stainless steel. 

• batteries readily available, 

• fast, expert servicing at all important centres in India and woildwide, 

• one year international guarantee 


© IGIBARD-PEBREGAUX 



cyuFm-rz 

Raghav Electronic Industries (P) Ltd. 
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Vlfrtchyour time. It's precious. 
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The Hindi him industry is undergoing a painful process 
of change, where the old order as the saymg goes is 
yielding to the new Purdah" seems to be on the way out, 
thanks to the advent on the scene of the new crop of stars 
These cefebrities with their Western and pseudo Western 
backgrounds, are clamouring for change There is a new 
atmosphere of boldness both on screen and off 
Necklines plunge shoulders are bared and no one frowns 
iwhen an actress smokes In public SUNDAY presents an 
extensive selection of reports on the subjuct 


Beginning this week thp 
serialisation of KAIL ASH 
SANKHALA S book Tiger 
with accompanying 
photographs exclusively from 
the publication An 
astounding study of tho 
habits and habitat of man $ 
most feared enemy 


Dr ABRAHAM KOVOOR de 
bunker of godmen and 
hater of rishis is no more 
N JAYARAM profiles the 
man who made headlines in 
his time and who sent 
many a shiver of'chilly 
apprehension up the backs 
of self-professed saviours 



An emissary of the Gandhi Peace Foundation went all the 
way to Patna to have an exclusive audience with 
JAYAPRAKA8H NARAYAN When the subject ot the 
Prime Minister was broached, JP spoke with venom and 
the emissary's report was, understandably, duelled 


Mirza Afzal Beg speaks out about his ouster 


How the Coal industry was at the mercy ot a military 
man's fancies 
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SUNDAY 


P.C.Sorcar Jr. and 
the Malda Witches 



Superstitions that kill 

N IRMAL MITRA’S cover story 
“P. C. Sorcar Jr. arid the Malda 
witches” (September 17) was ab¬ 
sorbing. Witchcraft is practised 
widely in West Bengal ana Kerala 
probably because of the Shakti cult 
which has a large following in the 
two States. It is hard to find a single 
Bengali gentleman without a talis¬ 
man or charms on his person to 
ward off evil spirits. 1 feel that the 
Government should introduce legisla¬ 
tion to curb the activities of sorce¬ 
rers who cash in on the superstitious 
beliefs of the people. A comprehen¬ 
sive research project should also be 
carried out to unravel the mysteries 
of witchcraft which is as old as civi¬ 
lization itself. 

R. Sivaramakrishnan, Calcutta- 

MR MITRA’S narration reminded 
me of the. Ballum tribals who in¬ 
habit the. Plateau Pagans region in 
Africa. They too live in mud houses 
and have equally strong religious 
and superstitious beliefs. The instin¬ 
ctive fear of Ju-Ju hangs over their 
existence like a pall of death. 

R. K. Gulati, Siliguri. 

THE STORY of Pradhan Kisku is 
instructive: education alone does not 
open up one’s eyes to reason. In 
spite of being at college for three 
years, he played an important part 
in the sordid drama that led to the 
brutal murder of three Sant&l wo¬ 
men. Personally, 1 know of many 
graduates and even doctors, who 
wear the “maduli" and kaep photo¬ 
graphs of Babas in their pockets. 
Himachal Chakrabartl, Katwa. 

THAT THE Santals resort to “ojhas, 
ganakdars and gunins” when thev 
are physically indisposed reflects the 
selfish and callous attitude of Our 
city-bred doctors. Those who gra¬ 
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duate from the medical colleges, at 
considerable cost' to the exchequer, 
are generally reluctant to take moffu- 
sil postings. If we cannot either 
force or persuade our doctors to 
reside in the villages at least for 
some time, we have no right to con¬ 
demn the illiterate and the super¬ 
stitious. 

K. Govmd, Kuttipurram. 

HIE article was thought provoking, 
and provided a lot or information 
about the Santals’ life style. I 
would like to thank Mr P. C. Sorcar 
for, his hard labour to produce the 
storv. 

Beniamin Santal, Kant Bhutan. 

I CANNOT believe that gangrene in 
the big toe, if it is not amputated, 
may result in leprosy. I am astoni¬ 
shed to know that three doctors 
shared this opinion. 

[>. K. Bhattacharya, Sessa T. E. 
PATHIK GUHA’S story, “A world 
apart" was good except for a very 
serious error. He wrote that the 
Santals do not have their own script 
when they do have onp. The script 
is called ‘01 Chiki’ and it was disco¬ 
vered by Pandit Rughunath Murinu 
in 1932, The script has 30 letters, 
both capital and small. It has no 
resemblance to any Indian or foreign 
language. Pandit Murmu was honou¬ 
red with a doctorate in literature, by 
the then king S. C. Bhanj of Mayor- 
bhanj. More recently, the Govern¬ 
ment of Orissa honoured him with 
the Sahitya Akademi award. In 
Orissa some schools impart educa¬ 
tion using the 01 Chiki script as the 
medium. 

Lakhan Basra. Cutt/tck. 


Not again 

I WAS amused to read Shpbhabrata 
fihattacharya’s interview with Mr 
Priya Ranjan Das Munshi “The Con¬ 
gress Left had entered Hitler’s camp” 
(September 17). Mr Pas Munshi 
considers the CPI(M) a Left Party, 
but how does he explain the attacks 
on thousands of CPI(M) workers and 
sympathisers from 1972 to 1977, 
immediately after the so-called Con¬ 
gress victory in the Assembly elec¬ 
tions in West Bengal ? The nation 
felt the regression of the Emergency 
only in 1975 but the CPI(M) in West 
Bengal have been feeling it ever 
since 1972. Mr Das Munshi then 
was an enthusiastic supporter of Mrs 
Gandhi’s policies. Suddenly, he is 
now branding Mrs Gandhi a Fascist. 
Z. H assart, Calcutta 

I WONDER why the “Red Guards” 
("Why they behead statues”, Sep¬ 
tember 17) refuse acknowledge 
Vidyasagar and Subhas Chandra 
Bose a? genuine revolutionaries, if 
armed struggle is the criterion, S. C. 
Bose certainly‘qualifies for the title. 
Secondly, it is my humble suggestion 
that the “Red Guards” should under¬ 
take. more constructive measures 
and work for the rights of the toi¬ 
lers in the countryside. They should 
also launch a campaign to eradicate 
social evils like moneylending, pros¬ 
titution, etc. 

Dipak Kumar Milra, Kalthar. 

IN HIS interview to Partha Sarathi 
Kar "Naxalites' unity not possible” 
(September 17) Mr Ashiin Chatterjee 
describes CPf(M-L) forces as terrorist 


The doctor explains 

I N THE report “Pathetic tondi 
dition of Delhi Hospitals" 
(September 10) Ajoy Bose refers 
to tbe AH India Institute- of Medi 
cal Sciences in connection with 
the death of Dr Lodba from 
Serum Hepatitis. No doubt the 
death of I)r Lodha was caused by 
Serum Hepatitis, but it is abso¬ 
lutely wrong to suggest that this 
was due to “infected surgical 
needles”. Neurosurgeons, in fact 
all surgeons, run the risk of in¬ 
fection from the blood of patients 
during any operation, if there is 
an accidental nick or cut in the 
hands. In all probability, Dr 
Lodha contacted the Serum Hepa¬ 
titis during one such surgical 
operation or procedure. All over 
the world, and at the A1IMS too, 
a strict vigil is being kept to pro¬ 
tect hospital staff against such 
infection. Your correspondent 
admits that the infection rate at 
our hospital is 8.5 per cent, a 
figure that compares favourably 
with those of hospital* 111 develop¬ 
ed countries. 


It is not true that a senior 
nurse died within a few days of 
Dr Lodha’s death, due to Serum 
Hepatitis. While a senior nurse 
did suffer an attack of the dis¬ 
ease at about the same time Dr 
Lodha died, the attack was a mild 
one. She recovered swiftly and 
is now back on duty. 

I did not at any time try to 
hush up the incident, nor try to 
put the blame on the nurses, for 
whom I have the highest regard, 
and without whose help no hospi¬ 
tal can function. The low infec¬ 
tion rate of the AIIMS is mainly 
due to their brave efforts. Gov¬ 
ernment hospitals do not have 
any of the sophisticated equip¬ 
ment of the hospitals in western 
countries, but the way in which 
they are fighting disease and 
ignorance in the country with their 
limited resources is admirable. 
The Press ought to help doctors 
and nurses and educate the peo¬ 
ple, not mislead them with naif- 
truths and misunderstood con¬ 
cepts. 

Dr R. N. Safam » Medical Superin 
t undent, Allfndia Institute of 
Medical Sciences, New Delhi. 







Exploited for 
generations 

A PROPOS of "Tension mount¬ 
ing in Jharkhand" by Arun 
Sinha (September 17) the move¬ 
ment for a separate Jharkhand 
stfcte is the brainchild of missio¬ 
naries. Priests in cassocks have 
fully expoilted the poor Adivasis 
to spread Christianity. Adivasis 
have been blackmailed and an 
alien religion thrust through their 
hungry mouths and slaked throats, 
Sambhu Prasad Singh , Bokaro. 

MR SINHA forgot to mention the 
name of Mr A. K. Roy, MP, in his 
piece. Mr Roy convenes a confei- 
ence on February 4 every year 
which discusses the. Jharkhand is¬ 
sue in detail. He is a radical lea¬ 
der and his contribution to the 
movement is worth mentioning. 
Pankaj Kumar Mukherji, Dhanbad. 

IN OUR country, most of the 
Union States have been carved out 
on linguistic lines. The Adivasis 
have been losers on this score. It 
it imperative that Statehood be 


granted to Jharkhand before the 
tribal economy and culture crurn- 
bins to dust. 

Naihu, Kumbakal 

ARUN SINHA is wrong In saying 
that 82 per cent of the inhabitants 
of the proposed Jharkhand state 
are Adivasis. He has no right to 
impute wrong statistics, 

Srautan Kumar Jalan, Delhi. 

THE Prime Minister Mr Dcsais 
plan to pump more money in¬ 
to Jharkhand to avert, the creation 
of another state is imprudent and 
narrow-minded. If the. majority ol 
the people of Chotanaspur believe 
they will be better off by divorc¬ 
ing themselves from North Bihar, 
they should not he denied the 
right to do so. A local problem 
is best felt and tackled by the 
local people themselves. 

Ram Prasad Sanaa, Tura 

MR SlNHA’s report was a full 
length analysis of the whole Jhar 
khand movement, but he has not 
elaborated on the question of the 
.lharkhandis’ true identity and 
their cultural markers. The need 
to discuss such questions is grea¬ 


ter because the accounts social 
scientists have given of the situa¬ 
tion in Jharkhand are biased and 
prejudiced. To cite an instance, 
there is a big volume entitled ‘‘Tri¬ 
bal Situation in India" edited by 
K. Suresh Singh in which an an¬ 
thropologist. historians and other 
social scientists have strenuously 
tried to project contradictions bet¬ 
ween the tribals and the peasants. 
Aniali Mahato and Basanti 
Mahato, Purulia. 

MR SINHA says : "Bogus intellec¬ 
tuals like Messrs Sachchidanand 
Sinha, L. P. Vidyarthi and Yogen- 
dranath Sjinha have minted money 
in researches on tribals." The al¬ 
legation here is very serious be¬ 
cause Dr Vidyarthi is professor 
and head of the department of 
Anthropology, Ranchi University 
and president of the 10th Inter¬ 
national Congress of Anthropolo¬ 
gical and Ethnological Sciences to 
be held in New Delhi in Decem¬ 
ber 1978. Mr Sinha should come 
forward with concrete informa¬ 
tion in support of the allegations, 
or withdraw them. 

A. Basu and S. K. Biswas, Cal¬ 
cutta. 


Parties. Does he mean that all 
Parties struggling against imperia¬ 
lism. social-imperialism, capitalism, 
feudalism and bureaucracy are ter¬ 
rorists ? It is shocking that being a 
Communist himself, he should use 
such a word to describe fellow Com¬ 
munists. This wili «only lower the 
CPI(M-L) Parties in the estimation 
of the people. 

PrUam Kalach, Jammu. 

D. E. Nizamuddin in “Delhi Diary" 
(September 17) reports about the 
suppression of Mrs Suresh Kumar’s 
statement by all (newspapers and 
news agencies including PTI and 
UNI, at the behest of Mr Jagjivan 
Ram. If this is correct, the conduct 
of the Press is as disgraceful as it 
is alarming for democracy in India. 
Perhaps, for this reason people, in 
times of crisis, rely more on foreign 
news. 

Vishwamitra, Muzaffarpvr. 


Politics of promiscuity 

<< DOWER, promiscuity and poii- 
I tics" (September 17) by Devdutt 
was interesting. Some people have 
attempted to make political capital 
out of the Suresh Kumar incident. 
Has the politics of this country been 
reduced to denigrating political oppo¬ 
nents by dirty photographs ? Mr Raj 
Narain claimed to have se.cn the pic¬ 
tures, but how did he. come to pos¬ 
sess them ? Why did the police not 
interrogate him ? 

Arun Sarkar, Jorhat. 

THE alleged sex episode involving 
Mr Suresh Kumar is a stem warning 
to all public figures to be decent in 
their private lives too. It is shocking 
that politicians should exploit such 
issues for their own ends. One poli¬ 


tician who made the headlines with 
his comments on the episode, did 
not say a word about the murder of 
the Chopra children, shortly after. 

K. S. Raman, Delhi. 

DO WE not expect morality both in 
public and private life from those 
who hold high offices ? Morality 
should be practised not only by our 
Ministers but also by their kith and 
kin. Would aln ordinary married 
person have an illicit relationship 
with a member of the opposite sex 
and be allowed to get away with it ? 
Rita Jha, Bombay. 

See. the other side 

FELT indignant after reading 
"Violence rocks Vizag, Hyderabad” 
(September 17) by D. Sitaram, The 
story was a one-sided account. The 
Navymen’s (case was not presented 
fairly. I am a student of the engi¬ 
neering college here, and believe the 
real provocation for the quarrel is 
still unknown. Also, because the 
Naval personnel do not follow the 
local language, Telugu, there was 
no way they could meet and talk to 
the local Press, and hence their case 
went unrepresented. It is widely be¬ 
lieved here that it was the civilians 
who started the altercation, because 
u couple of Navymen had teased 
some girls. Are not the civilians 
also involved in eve-teasing ? News¬ 
papermen should have visited the 
Naval Base Hospital to see the num¬ 
ber of Navymen who were injured 
in the fighting. 

M. V. Dravta, Vkag. 

Any help ? 

AGREE with Sudip Dutta 
(Opinion, September 17). Another 
international track star, “Chinni” A. 


P. Ramaswamy who died on May 11 
this year has a four-year-old son and 
an unemployed widow Mrs Aysa 
Ramaswamy. No one in the Karna¬ 
taka Government, leave alone the 
AAF1. seems concerned about them, 
Can any one help ? 

Justin Pinto S. K. Prabhu, Bangalore 

KUDOS to Sudip Dutta for his wail¬ 
ful letter which reminds us of the 
fate Indian sportsmen have to face 
from time to time. What has the 
Government done for the injured 
athlete T. C Yohannan ? We should 
have a definite spoets policy to help 
our athletes reach their best. 

Ashok.u Nandy, Calcutta. 


She was right 

<* r |’’HE left and right” (Science, 
* September 17) by B. C. Sharma 
reminded me of a study conducted 
in the shoe department of a cloth¬ 
ing store in Demopolis, Alabama, 
USA. The chief investigator Jerre 
Levy, a biophysicist at the Univei- 
versity of Uhicago, compared the 
sizes of the left and right feet of 
150 persons whose feet were measur¬ 
ed for shoes. Previous reasearch had 
.suggested that the hemispheres of 
the brain mature at different rates 
depending on the sex of the person. 
Mjss Levy wondered if the differing 
rates of maturation would be reflec¬ 
ted in other parts of the body. When 
she analysed her data she found 
that 75 per cent of the people whose 
feet were measured had feet of une¬ 
qual sizes. These asymmetries were 
related both to the Sex and the 
handedness of the person. Right- 
handed females had larger right feet 
than left. Among left-handers the 
reverse was true. 

Dr Mahargj K. Koul, Srinagar. 
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Our Sexy Phoren 

Actresses 

V/JA YA IRANI investigates whether the advent of the new 
crop of stars has led to a display of vulgarity on the screen. 


T HE faces that flash on the Hindi 
him screen keep changing with 
each new phase —just as films and 
themes and the film music that go 
with them have changed with each 
new coming crop of talent There 
are the typically (lest faces and with 
the advent of stars like Zeenat 
A man, Tarvecn Babi, and Kabir Beds, 
the accent has shifted towards the 
Anglicised, Westernised style of 
glamour acting. 

In fact, the surge of new stars Is 
such that very soon it will becoma 
difficult to classify them into den or 
anglicised any more with rare ex¬ 
ceptions like Mithun Chakravarty or 
Rameshwari Tullun, the'other new¬ 
comers have a decidedly Western 
flavour about them. 

Not that anglicised stars are any 
new facet to Hindi films. In the ear¬ 
lier days of the very dramatic. 
ruikhrewallt class of dest stars too. 
we've had bold attempts made hv 
stars coming from Western back¬ 
grounds Leela Naidu is a good ex¬ 
ample, as also the air hostess-turned 
star, Anjaii Kadam Whereas the 
former had a suave sophistication 
and talent to match, it Went against 
her temperament to be cast by a 
couple of directors who would some¬ 
times drive her to a nervous frenzy, 
by their sheer disorganised way of 
working' Once she was complaining 
bitterly to a journalist that a direc¬ 
tor (of an average class) demanded 
b crying scene from her and when 
she asked what the whole scene was 
to be, in order to grasp her idea of 
the mood better, he just told her 
plainly—"You just cry, there is only 
one wav of crying—do it," But the 
daughtci of a tieneh mother and a 
scientist fdther, brought up in a 
Western style, argued that tbere 
weie many ways of crying and many 
reasons—which of course the poor 
guy could not understand and the 

12 


result was frustration more inci¬ 
dents like these and Leela bowed out 
of Hindi films, which in any case 
could give her no suitable place after 
that memorable role in Anuradha 
and Sunil Dutt’s Yeh Raaste Htun 
Pyar Ke The time was not yet ripe 
perhaps, or the set up not quite 
agreeable to people like her 

Nutan and Tanuja came from “fim 
shmg schools" abroad and so did 
Saira Banu later, who had her en 
tire schooling in England They have 
very Indian faces and yet Nutan the 
screen devt was among the first tn 
wear a swimming costume in a film 
They are big names in films' 

The question of why some shino 
and others do not is as intriguing as 










why some films run and others don’t. 
And as interesting. 

The industry definitely saw a 
change by way of popular acceptance 
of the Westernised, anglicised star 
when Zeenat Aman made her entry 
in More Rama Hare Krishna. Then 
followed Perveen Babi, with her ex 
|N"'o of the anti heroine, in true 
Western style in B. R. Jshara’s 
Char it ra. 


How did these girls dick? The 
industry, according to one film maker, 
was going through a stagnant phase, 
looking for newer ideas and faces 
and these girls with faces and figu¬ 
res to match, which they were not 
hesitant to expose, filled the bill per¬ 
fectly. 

Do such stars expose better? Is 
that the reason for the. increase in 
the influx of stars who arc either 
Westernised in upbringing or have 
undergone a conscious conditioning 
that relates to the Western culture? 

Let’s go back a bit and talk of 
none other than our former oomph 
girl Sharmila Tagore. Having got her 
break as a Kashmiri gill in Shukti 
Samantu’s Kashmir ki Kali she pro¬ 
ceeded to do other glamorous roles. 
Anglicised in outlook, she was once 
too often corrected by a stern Shakti 
Samanta, while doing his later seri¬ 
ous movies — Aradhana and Amar 
Prem to change her peculiarly angli¬ 
cised accent and speak Hindi the 
desi way. Nonetheless, Sharmila was 
and is very anglicised, no matter 
that her better films have seen her 
as a typical Hindu nan on screen as 
well. 

Ya.sli Chopra, who cast Sharmila 
in Uaag with Rajcsh Khanna, por¬ 
trayed her in a very sexy bathing 
scene as well as a passionate bi-d 
room scene. Subsequently, Yasli’s 
leading lady choice, fell on Raukhee, 
the typical Indian .woman artiste. 
There was the snhaag raat scene with 
her and Shashi Kapoor in Kabhi Ka- 
bhie —the whole thing was done in a 
lyrical song, with no hint of any ex¬ 
posure of the type Sharmila did in 
Daag. 

Raakhec confesses' that Yash has 
a fetish for eyes and a weakness for 
shooting in the snow—in both cases, 
she says . good humourcdly, there is 
no cltancc of exposure on her part! 
The same is true of Anil Ganguly— 
she says he is even more tense than 
she is when it comes to exposure. 
She has done many films with him 
and he is for ever telling her "your 
on dial has fallen, cover it.” In 
Trishna where she has to wear a 
nightie, he disapproved: she had a 
tough time convincing him that in 
the upper classes, no lady sleeps in 
her sari—there was nothing obscene 
about her wearing a long nightie! 

C OMING doser to the controversial 
SdHynm Shivam Sundaram —Raj 
Kapoor first thought of offering tiu 
heroine's rote to Hema Malini: our 


most desi top star. She confessed 
plainly that she would never agree 
to the film for its scenes of bare¬ 
ness and exposure. A very optimis¬ 
tic Katy Mirza (the most thoroughly 
anglicised star, though she never 
could make it much higher than 
that) thrust herself into Raj Kapoor's 
cottage with a stack of transparen¬ 
cies revealing herself in different 
costumes. Then of course, Zeenat 
went up to Raj and asked him for a 
role, dressed in the exact costume 
of the woman he had in mind and 
as they say, the rest is history I 
Sat porn Shivam Sundaram is the best 
example of Westernised stars—not 
only /.ccnat but Shashi Kapoor too, 
who is as English as the English 
themselves—going in for a bold film 
ol passion and exposure. 

Shabana Azmi did a fair amount 
of exposure plus the famous rapt- 
scene in her first film, Ankw wind 
shot to fame- She has talent besides, 
as was proved by the performances 
in Swami and other films. When 
Satyajit Ray cast her in his Shatranj 
Ke Khilan she was given a small, 
bnl very prominent role as the wife 
of Sanjeev Kumar. The love scene 
Where she, frustrated, entices her 
husband away from his first love—- 
chess—is the boldest, though 1 dare 
say the most aesthetically done, by 
any Indian filmmaker. Shabana fol¬ 
lows the trail of the new stars, who 
have fewer inhibitions, a Western 
outlook on life with the added advan¬ 
tage of acting talent running in her 
blood—her mother is and fhough her 
father is an Urdu writer of chaste 
and high repute, her school and 
education had a distinct Western 
tint, maybe because her parents have 
never been the very orthodox, strict, 
inhibitive type. 

How can one forget the very angli¬ 
cised Simi when wc are on a subject 
about them? She had done very sexy, 
glamorous roles before, like that of 
a teacher in Raj Kapoor’s Mera 
Noam Joker, but the climax came in 
Conrad Rooks’ Siddharta. In the film, 
not only was she clad in a gorgeous 
costume, but she did a topless scene 
and the publication of a still from 
that scene in a journal caused a 
furore and controversy. 

Incidentally, Shashi again was the 
leading man of the film. Tempera¬ 
ment has certainly a lot to do with 
this business of choosing and being 
cast in roles that demand a certain 
amount of boldness and exposure. 
But wbat about audience acceptance 
of them? I asked a few random cine- 
goers, what they felt was the reason 
why they liked the anglicised stars. 

’’For one, they are natural,” was 
one answer. "They have none of 
those filnii nakhras or moods, which 
some of our desi girls have or used 
to have. They have sophistication, 
they arc very communicative and 
put across to the viewer in plain 
terms their uninhibited ways. But 
we must remember the viewers' »•>•* 
tes have also chang'd: toe. *. 
fence 'from the cfuoolati-puiui.o . 



faced heroes to the tough-guy. grow, 
ling Amitabh, Dharmendra, and now 
Mithun Chakravarty types: amt from 
the nakhrrwalli, chamakdhamak type* 
of heroine to today's Nectu Singh, 
Shabana, and the top star bracket of 
Zeenat, I’arveen and their like.” 

One non ang'i'? nitb'c told me 
vety iiuui i.* . e o’! i.ood !»iiS'nt, 

there is a. dearth oi heroines. Iheii 



our films arc hcro-oricnted: some¬ 
times we need just good faces and 
faces and glamour with a hit of ex¬ 
posure - here and there to break up 
the monotony of action as portrayed 
by the males in the films. Then the 
nmitistarrers again call for a redu¬ 
ced amount of time and talent from 
the. heroines and more glamour and 
cosmetic value: in this respect, the 
anglicised stars are perfect. They 
have good faces, good figures, are a 
pleasure visually and have a sophis¬ 
tication and natural poise too. which 
comes from their personal condition 
ing. This makes them a sure success 
at the box office. 

Personal temperament is very im¬ 
portant. Where it has complemented 
some girls it has been the detriment 
of others—like some of the South 
Indian actresses who have made it 
lug in Hindi films. Whereas Vyjayan- 
timaia looked agreeable in her swim¬ 
suit and the‘costume for the cabaret 
in Sangam, Padmini looked far from 
pleasing in her choli-less costume in 
Mera Naam Joker. 


T AKE Rekha for instance. Even 
when she had tons of weight 
ground her massive hips and thighs, 
she did roles in hot pants, a lung- 
bursting shirt, dud little-girl's hairdo 
with a ribbon in Rom Bkarose end 
haver hesitated to exngtc whs;-/., 
portion of Sotkjr shoulders she was 
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required to, whether it suited her 
or not. 

Now of course, she has undergone 
a drastic change—dieting brought 
her the desired effect of whittling 
down her hips and legs. Rekha is 
forever studying the make-up and 
fashion techniques of the Western 
(Italian, English and American) gla¬ 
mour world. In fact she claims to be 
and is of course, with all due credit 
to her, an expert in the art of mak¬ 
ing-up a face which is otherwise 
plain to transform it into a faou- 
lously glamorous one. She is con¬ 
stantly imbibing Western influence. 
Afteq her recent annual sojourn to 
London, which she does regularly 
every year, she came back with cot¬ 
ton inidis which were the latest there 
and for the first time her “fashion 
import” suited her well for all the 
weight she had lost! Here is a case 
of a South Indian actress, with a 
will and the talent to carry off an 
anglicised image with near-perfect- 
loo. 

Then it has been a case of transi¬ 
tion for some stars. When Sharmiia 
Tagore first did her Satyajit Ray 
movie, Apur Samar, the bedroom 
scene was done with such delicate 
and subtle hints as her hairpin come 
off. And yet the same Sharmiia in 
Hindi films caused sensations with 
jtew ph&w* e rotes—ahe 

Reap tma Metima song sequence 


of Aradhane where she is clad in a 
towel; the Evening m Pane scenes 
and Daag scene. 

In Saira Banu’s case, though she 
came from London, her first film .. 
Junglee portrayed her for the first 
time in those tinsel-dazzle days as a 
true, natural Indian beauty, with a 
creamy complexion and long, thick 
black hair. She was promptly named 
the “Beauty Queen.” Some opinions 
I got said that when Saira opted for 
the Victoria 203-type roles where 
she projected an anti-desi image, she 
began to lose her hold on popula¬ 
rity. The hot-pants/towel-clad, boot¬ 
ed Saira finally destroyed the image 
of the Beuaty Queen who once made 
“ooh” and “aah” with her natural 
beauty. 

One-film-old Dimple Kapadia not 
only projected an anglicised role 
(playing a Christian) but thanks to 
her discoverer- Raj Kapoor, she 
looked every . bit the Bobby she 
was meant to be. She has an angli¬ 
cised image which has stuck to this 
day—the very English peaches-and- 
cream complexion set off by an 
auburn tint of lovely thick hair. 
She won instant popularity, for she 
had entered films when the 
Zeenats and the Parveens had 
broken the Ice. God knows what 
might have happened had Dimple 
stayed on : one clear guess is, she 
would want to, like the other angli¬ 
cised stars, shuffle her image 
around a bit, try this and that, for 
want of better roles, and to prove 
she will not get "typed” to one 
image, would have ultimately gone 
in for the shots in the dark our 
artistes try out—which prove to be 
either their resurrection or their 
death-knell. 

The new onslaught of stars is 
very mod which means they are 
anglicised in outlook, can look that 
wav if the role demands but can 
play the true dcsi role too. Tina 
looks and does well in both angli¬ 
cised as well as" the true Punjabi 
kvdi she was meant to play in her 
debut—Des Pardes. Hobby Kaur, 
Bindiya and Natisa Ali all conform 
to this very mobile, flexible new 
role-donning. The latest girl from 
abroad, DeepU Naval, who was 
educated in New York and lived 
there, has as Indian a fa«co as 
Jaya's and she has all the class- 
directors on her string. Benegal. the 
first to cast her in Junoon has been 
followed by others like the Raj- 
shree people. Gulzar and company. 
Much luck to the newcomers whether 
they want to be anglicised or dew. 

Mcanwhilft the cht'S-and-commer- 
dal artistes like Raakhee, hold 
their own against the very angresi- 
fied stars like Zeenat and Parvcen. 
Even Hema is thawing out into 
shoulder-baring and hipswinging! 
It’s all a matter of teste, provided 
there is a touch of class, as one 
progressive youngster told me, 
when asked whet he though* of the 
current anglicised Mars. 


From dhoti kurta to 
Carnaby Street suits 


The Hindi film industry is going through a process of change, 
thanks to the arrival on the scene of the new 'Westernised' 
stars. SHIRJEE reports on the flux. 


Z EENAT Aman may have not been 
the first anglicised desi star to 
enter the Hindi film industry, but she 
was certainly the one who began the 
movement which was to alter all the 
hitherto rigid, inflexible rules and 
laws of the traditional industry and 
its stars. Before Zccnat, there were 
stars like Sharinila Tagore, Shashi 
Kapoor and Amitabh Bachehan, who 
came from English-speaking back¬ 
grounds and mod-liberated upbring¬ 
ings, and could boast of public school 
educations, but by and large, these 
stars, instead of bringing their bold 
and new personalities to the industry, 
preferred to play coy and conform to 
the existing ways rather than bother 
themselves with the strenuous task 
of pioneering any drastic change. 

Shashi Kapoor, for instance, even 
though he played his part of 
Britisher Jennifer's poised, sophisti¬ 
cated and intelligent husband to per¬ 
fection in his private life, as soon as 
he entered the film sets, you found 
him in those deceptive Indian 
robes—kurta-pyjama, speaking the 
local dialect without even the trace 
of an accent. And the manner in 
which he joked around with the 
studio hands, sipping tea from the 
lowly studio glasses would never have 
you suspect how he actually held 
them all in contempt and considered 
himself and his English status royal¬ 
ly superior! 

Similarly, though Amitabh Bach- 
chan continued to spend a good part 
of bis earnings on fabulous foreign 
music and imported clothes, Hus 
guest-list for his regular dinner 
parties at home would include the 
Prakash Mchras and Salim-Javeds of 
the industry, people with whom lie 
had nothing in common except the 
mutual desire to make money. 

Sharmila Tagore, apart from doing 
a few daring things like being the 
first to wear a bikini on screen, and 
also the first female actress to open¬ 
ly smoke off screen, kept aloof. No¬ 
body knew what she did in her spare 
hours aud nobody was really in¬ 
terested. All the industry people 
Were concerned about was that she 
reported regularly for shootings, that 
her films brought in massive returns 
from the box office and for that they 
even forgave her her typical dimpled 
mannerisms and her «a khras on 
screen. 



Sophia Arrian in S. Krishnaxwamy’s 
“Indue Valley to Indira Gandhi■' 


And so the industry droned on 
monotonously, with no hope or 
thought of change. 

Then Zeenat Aman appeared. It 
wasn’t just her refusal to wear 
saris that made Zeenat ditferent. 
Everything about her ana what she 
did brought in a much needed 
change. She openly acclaimed that 
Dev Anand was responsible for her 
success, and she did not try to 
cover up their off-screen far from- 
platonic relationship with hypocriti¬ 
cal statements like, “We’re just 
good friends” or “He’s like a father 
to me” or “I respect him and that’s 
all”. She cared for him and open¬ 
ly showed her affection by caddie- 
some sexy embraces in public 


F OR some time after Zeenat en¬ 
tered, the industry was thrown 
off balance. They did not. know 
whether to accept or reject the girl 
who’d taken the industry by storm. 
By then, the Zeenat-mania was catch¬ 
ing on in schools, colleges — every¬ 
where 1 Parents became more 

broad-minded with their nestlings. 
Even girls from the most traditional 
and conservative Hindi backgrounds, 
were allowed to go about more free¬ 
ly. They dressed fairly provocatively 
and talked openly about their roman¬ 
tic exploits and freely discussed 
hitherto much-thought-about but 

never-spnken-about topics like sex 
and nudity. 

The industry did not need more 
time to make up its mind. Anything 
that’s a success is acceptable by 
them. And there were no two opi¬ 
nions about Zeenat’s success. May¬ 
be not on-screen, but off-screen defi¬ 
nitely. Zeenat, by just being the 
way she was brought up. (she was 
educated mostly abroad, moved 
about with only the. high society and 
modelling crowd in India) had set 
about a new movement and had suc¬ 
ceeded. 1 don’t think she was ex¬ 
aggerating when she said in sonic 
magazine sometime ago, “1 set a 
new career concept in the film in¬ 
dustry.” 

Which brings us to the stars who’d 
religiously followed the Old School 
and had believed in the old career 
concept. What was this old con¬ 
cept, and who were the stars who 
preached and followed it ? 

Hema Malini can be called the 
best example of a new star belong¬ 
ing to the Old School of thought and 
behaviour. Other stars of the cate¬ 
gory included people like Saira 
Banu, Asha Parekh, Waheeda Rch- 
man, Rckha and Raakhcc among the 
women and Rajesh Khanna, Sunjecv 
Kumar and Dharmendra among the 
men. I’m not saying that these 
stars were devb and devtaa in their 
lifestyle and behaviour, but they 
liked to believe they were, and they 
tried to have the wqrld believe the 
same. 

It was the same with the other 
actresses. Saira Banu is one of the 
few highly literate, (she even went 
to a “finishing school” in Switzer¬ 
land) intelligent and quick-witted 




stars in the industry. But looking 
at her going through the wimaste ji, 
feet-touching routine, nobody would 
have guessed it. Especially if you 
have seen the clothes in her ward¬ 
robe (mainly srlris or gharara- 
kanicez) or the hairstyles she sported 
(huge ‘‘bird’s bests” with even more 
elaborate buns !). She wanted the 
world to believe she was a sitar- 
playing, bhajan-singing Meera off¬ 
screen too, and she did all she could 
to keep up to the image. 

R EKHA initially tried to be differ¬ 
ent. She agreed to kiss her 
hero on screen, she didn’t mind be¬ 
having wildly before the industry or 
the Press, she was Indifferent to 
what gossip columns had to say 
about her. But there was nothing 
elassv or sophisticated about Rekha's 
behaviour. Instead she reminded one 
of a junglee let loose in the film in¬ 
dustry. And disappointingly, on 
screen, she too like Hema and Saira 
tried to keep to the devi track. 

The men weren’t far behind. 
Ratjesh Khanna, while enjoying his 
superstardom and public charisma, 
made sure that the publicity he re¬ 
ceived depicted him as the loving, 
dutiful son, very obedient and the 
pride of the nation. 

Dharmcndra may have not minded 
being sketched as a lover and hc-man 
but he made sure that it was all in 
a very positive light and that the 
lover bit was backed with a religi¬ 
ous, humble, god-fearing man image. 

When the new movement came, 
It was almost amusing to see its 
effect on the traditional stars. Once 
Zcenat pioneered the new ways, they 
were hastily backed and taken up 
by the other ‘westernised’ stars 
(Shashi, Amitabh, Sharmila, etc.) and 
what's more, a whole string of new 
westernised newcomers (Parveen 
Babi and gang) found easy access to 
the industry and were declared suc¬ 
cesses more for their behaviour and 
exploits off-screen rather than for 
their achievements in their profes¬ 
sion. There was no doubt about it. 
The ‘westernised’ stars had ‘taken 
over' the industry. And there was 
nothing the traditional stars could do 
about it. Some, like Waheeda.', Asha 
Parckh, Saira Banu, preferred to 
rriove into the background rather 
than change over, but the others 
who wanted to survive in the indus¬ 
try (Hema, Rekha, Raakhee included) 
were compelled to join the jet set 
and follow the new ways. 

Everything has turned topsy-turvy. 
The kind of films being made have 
changed with the new thinking, and 
so has the criterion for accepting or 
getting a prized role. Everything is 
in terms of the 'highest bidder”. 
No longer is talent the significant 
factor. Take the Satyam Shivam 
Sundaram role for instance! It was 
a role which every actress secretly 
coveted. Not only because it was a 
heroine-dominated film, but because 
Raj Kapoor was its director. And to 
work with Raj is considered the ulti¬ 
mate ambition. 



Naiisa Ali : ‘On your marks..." 


The role should have gone to 
Hema Malini who was the director's 
first choice. Rut Zeenat was smart, 
much cleverer than both Hema 
and Raj, and so naturally Zeenat 
got the role. Not because she was 
more talented but because her 
western upbringing had taught her 
the important lesson — ‘If you want 
something, don’t wait for it to come 
your way. Go out and grab it 


I ^HE chzmge brought by the wester¬ 
nised stars can also be seen in 
the fashions of the day. Saris are 
more or less out and the more the 
backless, strapless dresses reveal, the 
more fashionable their wearers arc 
considered. In fact, there are more 
parties and functions than ever be¬ 
fore. And they are not the chai- 
pani tea parties of yesteryear, held 
like conferences in the afternoon 
with the guests dispersing after an 
hour or two. Now, the parties are 
held in hotel suites, with liquor 
flowing freely, running into the wee 
hours of the next morning. The 
actresses openly join their co-stars 
in smoking and drinking. It’s all 
part of the new industry. 

But the biggest change in tempera' 
ment and behaviour can be seen In 
the way the stars talk (which is re¬ 


flected mostly in the interviews they 
give to journalists and the kind of 
publicity they receive). No longer 
do interviewers confine theiir ques-> 
tions to star hobbies and ambitions 
— nor do the interviewees expect it. 
In fact, magazines are tripping over 
each other in trying to be the first 
with the hottest angle (which usual¬ 
ly means the sexiest angle) on a 
particular subject, and the stars in 
turn, fight to appear the “most dar¬ 
ing” or the “most brazen”. 

Today Hema Malini doesn't blush 
when she is asked about Dharmen- 
dra or whether she loves him. Ins¬ 
tead she talks in elaborate terms of 
their last meeting and about how 
she wishes "our relationship will go 
on forever”. Rekha, who bad been 
one of Zeenat’s biggest critics at the 
start, has beaten Zeenat in most of 
the games. Today Rekha is ope&y 
having an affair with a married actor, 
to the extent that the two of them 
are reported to go off regularly on 
holidays which they no longer try 
to camouflage with the pretext <>f 
“we’re shooting together”. 

And so goes on the new industry, 
with new exciting changes taking 
place each day, and its participants 
themselves wondering, ’‘how long 
will it last.?“ 





How star romances 
short-circuit films 


How far is it true that love affairs between heroes and 
heroines are used publicise forthcoming movies ? KRISHNA 
traces the history of the trend. 


F ILM making is more a game 
than a gamble. It has been so 
over the years and still remains so. 
The prime requisite for the comple¬ 
tion of a film according to schedule :s 
the availability ot the hero and 
heroine at the same time when 
needed- And for this the producer 
has to play the game, in which there 
are no holds barred. 

In the good old days, pictures 
were made faster simply because 
the male and female stars made' 
themselves available for shooting as 
per schedule. Producers were only 
too willing to bring the two together 
and resort to every trick up their 
sleeves. 

Dev Anand and Suraiya, Dilip 
Kumar and Kamim Kaushal, and of 
course Raj Kapoor and Nargis Were 
all star lovers (off screen) of yester¬ 
year. Although „ their names were 
linked with others as well, these 
pairs were the most sought-after in 
those days and consequently, produ¬ 
cers vied with each other to cast 
them. 

Another top film maker, during 
his first shooting schedule, made a 
top heroine display her legs, which 
she reluctantly did up to her knees, 
and made the here‘kiss them from 
ankle upwards.* Then there was a 
love scene in which the hero scrat¬ 
ched her back so realistically that 
the poor thing had to get medical 
treatment for days. After this 
episode, she left the picture which 
was never completed. 

There is always the risk that the 
pair may not click, which means 
financial disaster for the film maker. 
'A director who was in love with his 
heroine and thought she reciprocat¬ 
ed, kept extending the last schedule 
of shooting. It resulted in an anti¬ 
climax. The hero fell madly in love 
with her and they planned to elope. 
But their plans fell through at the 
last minute, the heroine was scared. 

Besides the above pairs, there 
were also other top heroines. Natini 
Jaywant, Madhubala, Meena Kumari, 
Vyjayanthimala, Padmini, Kalpana 
Kartik, Waheeda Rebman, and many 
more, whose names were linked with 
one hero or the other, at least 
for short periods. Quite often the 
affairs were publicity gimmicks end 
the artistes concerned played along 
as It kept them in the news and in 
pictures. 


The financiers and distributors 
were ready to back any project in 
which the top stars were romantic 
ally linked or made to appear so in 
the eyes of the public. The stars, 
eager to meet each other, offered the 
producer simultaneous shooting dates 
and he saw to it that they were 
given all comforts as well as ample 
privacy for their daily rendezvous. 


Things are different now. Firstly, 
there are not so many top star ro¬ 
mances. Remember Phoot aur Pat- 
thar which starred the hottest pair 
of the day, Dharmendra and Meena 
Kumari? since then they have star¬ 
red in many pictures, but all of them 
have not been hits for the simple 
reason that, once they became such 
intense lovers, they could not be 
handled by the film makers con¬ 
cerned. The work suffered and con¬ 
sequently the movies were adversely 
affected. 


I have seen Dharmendra and 
Hema MaUnl right from the begin¬ 
ning of their friendship. I have 
observed, how over the years, it took 
them a long time before they became 
a made-for-each-other pair. Unfor¬ 
tunately, for the producers who star¬ 
red them, their over-exposure before 
the public boomeranged on them 
with adverse box office consequen¬ 
ces. 

In recent times, barring the 
above, there have not been many 
famous screen teams to compare 
with those in days of yore. Pairs 
like Raiesh Khanna-Sharmila Ta¬ 
gore. Rajesh Khaona-Mumtaz, Jee- 
tendra - Mumtaz, Jeetendra • Hema 
Malini, Rajendra-Saira, Dbarmendra- 
Mnmtaz, Amitabh Bachehan-Rekha, 
did not last long as love teams for 
the producers either to exploit, them 
or take advantage of them. 

The so-called Jeetendra-Hema 
Malini wedding that never Was, 
boomeranged on the picture titled, 
believe it or not, Pulton. The news 
of the marriage hit the headlines 
when the picture’s climax was being 
■hot In Madras and the producer was 
thus given an unexpected PR boost 
When the marriage fizzled out, the 
producer was a nervous wreck, for 
he feared that the film would not 
run to completion. How could 
the two appear in romantic sequen¬ 
ces ? 


A friend whom the producer had 
approached, persuaded Hema to go 
for the shooting. Her reply natur¬ 
ally was: “How do you expect me 
to do romantic scenes with the mail 
I was to marry last night, but didn’t? 
She eventually reported for the 
shooting but the picture flopped. 

I know of a producer in recent 
times who went out of his way to 
arrange an affair between his hero 
and heroine and succeeded. He 
sent his family abroad and offered 
his posh flat as the romantic rendez¬ 
vous. Things came to such a pitch 
that other producers did not know 
Where to look for the couple In¬ 
volved to work out their engage¬ 
ments. 

Nowadays, a hero-heroine rom¬ 
ance is engineered not to promote 
a picture, but to have it completed 
in time, as delay means financial 
ruin. Unfortunately, such romances, 
have become stale and with the same 
handful of stars in circulation, there 
is very little a producer can do to 
aid and abet a romantic link-up. 


Besides, there is also another rea¬ 
son. The stars are no more control¬ 
led by film makers—the roles are 
reversed. If anything, today’s ro¬ 
mances act as a damper to the films’ 
popularity simply because of over¬ 
exposure before the public. 


A top film maker once suffered at 
the hands of his star lovers becaute 
they kept delaying the picture by 
using their shooting schedules to 
further their own romance. The 
picture got delayed, it exceeded its 
budget and the producer became n 
nervous wreck. 


Producers today shudder at the 
prospect their stars being romanti¬ 
cally linked, as (t spells, more often 
than not, financial disaster. In the 
old days, it helped to get the stars 
together simultaneously: now they 
are together but not on the shoot¬ 
ing sets. That is the difference. The 
producer has now to run from pil¬ 
lar to post to find out where the 
two stars are holding their rendez¬ 
vous, although, even If he finds out, 
be dare not remind them of their 
shooting schedule, for fear of in¬ 
curring their wrath and thereby 
bringing financial ruin upon himself. 
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Some men will use 
Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave 
for the way it feels 

Other men-for what it does 



Feel it brace your skin with a crisp tingling 
freshness Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave 
is spiced with an exclusive new fragrance 
For a bold masculine appeal that s hard 
to resist. And even harder to forget 

Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave Lotion—Cool, refreshing.excitingly different* 
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West slide story 

V. /. opines that the Hindi film world 
is really regarded by most artistes as a 
stepping stone to stardom in the West. 


R espectability came to the 

Hindi film industry when screen 
queens like Nargis, Madhubala, Nutan 
and Waheeda Rehman reigned sup¬ 
reme. Alongside them were “Matinee 
Idols’’ Dilip Kumar, Dev Anand and 
Raj Kapoor. Some of the great 
dramatic actresses like Meena 
Kumari and Nimmi didn’t speak 
English—they were the very typical 
Indian faces with the very dramatic 
style of acting complete with the 
heavy make-up and filmi costumes. 

The invasion by the stylish trend 
setters of the. modelling world was 
started, as recent history has proved, 
by Zeenat Aman. Bel ore explaining 
how Anglicised stars got into Hindi 
films there is another complementary 
feature to this phenomenon which 
must be understood. Just as there 
are stars “handicapped" by the draw¬ 
backs of language and accent, there 
are film makers alive with dreams 
ol launching new faces and making 
new films—in short, cornering audi¬ 
ences at the box oilier. 

The makers influenced by a 
Western culture, subconsciously 
wanted to levolutionise the scene 
here with f ices and styles more akin 
to their fancies Iroin the West 
Feroze Khan, as Anglicised or West¬ 
ernised star and film maker as you 
can ever hope to meet, cannot make 
a film or star a heroine who is puiely 
de.vi-looking. Neither, for that matter, 
can he shoot a film only in India. 
First he made a film with Mumtaz. 
Aprodh, shot all over Europe. Not 
only was the film a take-off of Grand 
Prix but Mumtaz never looked as 
sophisticated or Westernised as she 
did in Feroze’s film. Feroze of 
course, looks and acts every bit 
Anglicised: one can never visualise 
him playing a dhoti-clad ghatyya in 
a village! 


When the ever-energetic showman 
O. P. Ralhan wanted to make Hulchul 
he wanted to make a literal hulchul 
(“commotion” in Hindi) in filmmak¬ 
ing business. He crammed his film 
with faces from the modelling world. 
Zeenat Aman, with her figure, 
took a bikini role while Kabir Bedi 
represented the male super-model of 
the day. When Dev Anand was 
planning Hare Rama Hare Krishna 
he had this role of the very Ameri¬ 
can Janice. Dev's steady co-star at 
the time Zaheera, suggested the 
name of the recently returned Miss 
Asia, whom O. P. Ralhan had signed. 


A stalemate set in and Zeenat's 
guns were trained for something 
more exciting—the West. She took 
a long, extended holiday to America. 
“I had specially got some super 
designs made for me by Parmeshwar 
Godrei. some real stunners. I went 
to London for a few days to catch up 
on a rigorous beauty routine, dieting, 
saunas, had my hair glowing with 
the latest treatment there and off to 
some ot the biggest Hollywood 
contacts. 

Ms Aman's splash into the Holly¬ 
wood scene did cause a mighty big 
•lutter there, but the offers she got 
were not something that could lure 
her away trom her home career 
which was doing better than ever. 
She received frantic messages from 
her Indian producers who were in a 
panic when they heard she might 
run away to Hollywood. "I wouldn’t 
have ditched anyone here,” she 
claims, “but it something leally 
worthwhile were offered to me, I 
might have gone back after com 
pleting my films and stayed on there.” 
Behind every Anglicised star’s mind, 
there is this Hollywood-here-I-fome- 
one day or-another motivation! ' 

Parveen Uabi was a student in 
Ahinedabad, and tond of dramatics 
at a very early stage. “My life style 
has been very different horn the 
other Youngsters at the time. I was 
scry independent and did not want 
to but den my mother for financial 
help. My first earnings came from 
modelling, a considerable amount for 
a 16-yeni-old girl, and the itch to get 
more and more independent grew on 
me. When R. R. Ishara approached 
me for his film, Chantra I took it up. 
1 always knew 1 have a little bit of 
talent for everything in me—if I 
took up painting, 1 could do it. or 
something else, if I wished. So I 
knew 1 could act if I wanted to—l 
had no reigns to hold me back and 
so down I came to Bombay.’’ 

Her living together with Dannv 
was the first ot its kind ever known 
in the industry. “My life style had 
always been different. When 1 shoot 
with a hero, and in the break if 1 
feel like chatting with him. I'll go 
to his room and talk and won't caic 
if the door is open. If 1 want to 
smoke I’d do it right on the sets, 
not in the privacy of my make-up 
room!” 

The Time rover was not a mani- 
ulated event. She was shooting for 
anjay’s Chandi Sona when the Time 


photographers came and took some 
shots ot her. Seeing het It on the 
Time cover was a ical snip. ise. “On 
my visits to Kabir's sets, I was app¬ 
roached by very good Euiopean and 
Hollywood directois to do their films. 
But my love was so stiong that even 
inv career back home in India was 
taking a backspat— in any <ase, I was 
never the ambitious go-getter-so I 
refused films there. 

The real reason behind her return 
was that she and Kabii wcie drifting 
apart and she could not stick around 
in thp “cold, inhuman temperament” 
of the West any more. She missed 
the "warmth, the emotions and the 
homeliness of India” and got back 
to her career which was coincidental¬ 
ly picking up. 

Simi has been around the film 
industry for a longer time than the 
younger crop of Anglicised stars... 
perhaps the trade was not ready for 
hpr style of restrained acting or 
glamour: and she never hit it very 
big here. But Raj Kapoor and 
Satyajit Ray (in his Aranyer Dm 
Rain ) saw her talent. Simi hoped 
for international recognition, since 
her career was not really taking her 
to the top heie in India. 

When she did Conrad Rooks’ 
Stddhmla she thought she would 
make it abroad And she was excit¬ 
ed when one day she got an overseas 
rail trom Caito l’onti's office in Rome. 
Michelangelo Antonioni, tbe great 
Italian director was directing a film 
lor Fonti, called 2 he Reporter with 
Jack Nicholson (of One Flew Over 
the Curkoo's Nest fame) and they 
wanted Sinn foi the film! “I couldn’t 
believe my ears when the call came 
through. They said Maiia Schneider 
(Lust Tango m Parts) could not re¬ 
port tor the shooting simp she was 
ill and could I, who had been recom¬ 
mended by Ray, do the film’’ I was 
keyed up at ter 1 had passed my 
initial tests and interview with the 
director with flying colours, but 
Maria's agent, who got wind of rny 
impending entry into the film, work¬ 
ed round the dock to get his client 
back into the film—she had a con¬ 
tractual edge over me. So there was 
nothing 1 could do except turn back 
home, heart broken.” 

Coming to more recent times, and 
lesser artistes or aspirants, Katy 
Mirza left a luci alive job at the 
Playboy Club in London to do Hindi 
films. “In London when film people 
like Raj Kapoor and Sunil Dutt met 
me, they gave me the confidence 
that if I were to come to India to 
join films, they'd go all out and help 
me. I was fed up of my dumb job 
and longing for the glamour and ex¬ 
citement of film life. Maybe if I 
made it here, f could make it on the 
international scene later. When I 
came down, I found that none of 
their promises were heartfelt. StiU 
I stuck on and kept on doggedly at 
it, meeting producers, doing my own 

ublicity, etc. Nothing sensational 

appened. I was told all kinds of 
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tfeiags but never given aay t Ua t too- 
rete to work on: only my abnormal 
bustline was talked abbot, photo¬ 
graphed and exploited—they didn’t 
sec the innocent, expressive face 
above it! 

“I went through a bust reducing 
operation Still the desired pickup 
in caieer I needed didn’t come 
through " 

A friend of Katy’s gavp me the 
latest on her She is in London at 
the moment, doing TV commercial 
films She has this Persis Kham 
balla compli v - the Parsi Miss 
India who also tned to get into 
films (to get into Hollywood even 
tually) and failed — if Persis, who 
is making it big m Hollywood now, 
without the help of the Hindi him 
industry as a stepping stone, so will 
she * But Katy has not cut off her 
Indian roots totally —like Pfcrsis, she 
will be hopping homewards during 
the year in seaich ot a concrete 
looting in the international woild ot 
glainoui 

Our glamour bov Kahir Bodi like 
the pioveibial piophet who is never 
recognised in his hometown has 
won plaudits in Italy and the mti i 
national him same He began like 
the othei models, as a model foi 
Wills T iltei cigaiettes, and woiked in 
an ad agency making short films as 
a male modi 1 With hrs Western 
featuies — the abnoiinal height the 
fan eyes cytiiral month, he made a 
good model The stage was a step 
ahead for him his acting talent was 
hailed with a role in the stage plav 
rut/hlaii But like most Anglicised 
stais, his choice of roles went awiy 
— he was not able to find a suitable 
identity foi himself 

“I have the fur and the zeal in 
me but somehow things arc not 
working as they should,” brooded a 
detected Kabu when he was iust up- 
and coining He got a lot of perso 
nal publicity thiough his life with 
Protima and then Parvecn and now 
ot course with Persis Khambatta 
What a small world it is and what 
big games stars plav resulting in 
banging noses in their dizzying rat 
nee 1 Kabir is an established name 
in 1 uiopean films but he keeps com 
mg back like the otheis 

But the onp prison who’s had his 
c ake and i aten it too is Shashi 
Kapoor He is a top star here high 
lv paid who has never had it so 
good and who has also made films 
in the West — Pretty Polly (with 
Haylcv Mills) and Stddharta He 
lives like an Englishman (thanks to 
Ji nnifer) and enjoys the fiuits of his 
career like a true Punjabi 

The initial attraction embedded 
within every Anglicised star to the 
Hindi film mdnstrv is the fame and 
monev so that with the developed 
contacts, and the* lakhs they make, 
they tan plough their wav to the 
West It is their spiritual Mecca — 
and the Hindi film industry is only 
i passport * 
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KHAAS BAAT 


'T'HERE’S a rat-race among the 
* (bowmen too, not only the 
stars. Now look wbat I heard about 
Mmmohan Ootai trying to make 
his Amor Ahbar Anthony an big a 
bit as Sholay: the story should more 
likely relate to Subbash Desai, the 
producer, rather than Man, who is 
like the proverbial velvet glove on 
the latters claws I Imagine trying 
to ran Amor Abhor Anthony for a 
more-than-two-year run in e« small a 
theatre as Opera House, which as 
everyone knows, has the smallest 
seating capacity among ail the tbea- 
tres 1 Comparing this theatre to 
Minerva where Sholay has been 
showing for two years — now morn¬ 
ing shows only — is like comparing 
a motor boat to a ship I Now, so 
the birdie tells me, the Oesais have 
a Sippy complex I 

T ALKING of Sholay everyone has 
jumped on the Western band¬ 
wagon to grab the foreign techni¬ 
cians that Sippy Films had used for 
their hit Guess who’s at the fore¬ 
front of it all ? The Desais again, 
for their Suhaag, which they’ve been 
shooting across the entire circumfer¬ 
ence of the globe, from London to 
Bombay to Singapore Actually the 
imitation goes back a bit farther to 
the supernop Aashta Horn Baharon 
Ka ... this film took on the same 
technicians as Sholay. But what a 
world of difference between the 
superhit end superflop it isn’t the 
tools that matter, it's the substance. 

S O it’s Rajesh Khanno’t lucky spell 
now, is it ? That means he has 



started' putting up walls all around 
him, and to those who can climb 
them, he merely spills out all he has 
been through during these past two 
years. Then he boasts that he knew 
all filong that he’d come back to the 
top — he has this intuition you see. 
At some party when he saw a cou¬ 
ple and was introduced to them, he 
told them they would be married 
in six months — and so they were ! 

( This according to a close follower of 
lis camp.) After all the back-stahs 
that his own Mama and friend Bha- 
tija gave him, and the general let¬ 
downs by old faithfuls like his Man 
Friday Kabir, who left him for 
Mitbun, the irrepressible Rajesh will 
be up again, according to his own 
predictions. Already he has Sultan 
Ahmed end Narinder Bedi and 
Shomu Mukerji with him. A well- 
wisher of his told me that he had 
given Rajesh a good film offer with 
a very reduced price, of course, 
when the star was in the doldrums, 
and Rajesh had played bis aid trick 
even at that time *~ not turning up 
and then shuffling off the issue I 
Must say his intuition or whatever It 
is, will be paying off quite well I 

AJfITHUN, even before he attains 
J.”Jl superstardom — Which many 
nut he wHl, has started acting funny 


Sariko ; Was the MUhun’s fleet love ! 


and very very fttmi. First he wears 
his heart on nls sleeve — telling the 
world all about his life and his ex- 
loves and then plunges headlong into 
marriage with Helena, without thin¬ 
king twice. Now that he’s billed for 
greatness, he's already pitching the 
poor girl over, out of his life. He 
may be a born actor, but he is also 
» born star — complete with all the 
impulsive eccentricities of one 1 

A ?iD guess who was kooche- 
A kooctue-kooing with none other 
than the very lovable Davtd the 
other day in a taxi ? Pearl Padamr 
tee. There are a lot of old friends like 
Nadira who reserve a lot of affection 
for the grand ol’ man, but Pearl, it 
seems is the newest. 

r is not the girls who are falling 
over each other for Sanjeev’t 

head — it is the reverse. He is the 
one who is marriage-mad and likes 
to imagine that every girl who 
sends him a dabba of food or drops 
him dinner invitations, is dying to 
get married to him. Why, when be 
was working with Leena Chandayar- 
her, he went around telling everyone 


how she used to throw herself at 
his neck ! When it was the cop- 
trriry: oh well, maybe he didn't 
throw himself at her neck, but he 
certainly played along with her 1 
And is still doing the same .. 

H OW on earth did the great lyrical 
love poet Gtilzar get the pre¬ 
sumptuous notion that his wife 
(estranged) Raahhee is dving to get 
back to him ? How did he even 
dare to think of such a thing when 
she is doing so well career-wise and 
in any case refuses to hold any dis¬ 
cussion either nbout her marriage 
or personal life. She even refused 
to answer an interview-questionnaire 
because It dealt predominantly with 
questions on Gubar ' She has com¬ 
pletely blanked him out of her mind, 
with better prospects like getting her 
brother and family settled (wbkrh 
she says will ultimately help her — 
at least it won't leave her with heart¬ 
break !) As tor time, she’ll never 
ever think back or forward. The 
only thing she is sure of is that 
she’ll never go back to Gulzar — 
Bosky or no Bosky ! A crack in a 
mirror will always be there, even if 
you patch it like an expert. 
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Why JP is disgusted 


Some "leading intellectuals" of the capita! keep in touch 
with Mr Jayaprakash Na ray an s thinking on various issues 
through the Gandhi Peace Foundation. JP's views on a 
variety of subjects are elicited, and then analysed and dis¬ 
cussed by this group. In September, they sent a close friend 
of JP to find out what he really thought about the Prime 
Minister and the disintegrating Janata Party. This emissary 
spent 36 hours with JP in Patna, and returned with a paper 
(a "draft resolution") in which he had distilled JP's views. 
This was placed before the group at a meeting organised by 
the Gandhi Peace Foundation's secretary, Mr Radhakrishna, 
on the evening of September 16. When they found that JP 
had spoken out against the Prime Minister, the eleven 
intellectuals chickened out. Instead of discussing JP's views 
privately and publicly in an effort to search for remedies 
(which was, presumably, their original intention), they put 
the report in deep freeze to avoid incurring the PM's dis¬ 
pleasure. UDAY AN SHARMA obtained a copy of this report, 
which is reproduced in full below. 


Perspective on past 18 months 

The most important thing that has taken place is 
the defeat of the dictatorial tendencies in the country 
—the defeat of Mrs indira Gandhi, personally as well as 
of her Party. These are not negative bat also positive 
results although they appear to be negative. Much still 
remains to be done. The new Party, that was thrown 
up by the people’s movement, the People’s Party, or the 
Janata Party as it is called, so far it seems to be follow¬ 
ing the beaten track. It has not done, in any field, any¬ 
thing that is of particular significance: administration, 
rural development, industrial technological developments, 
etc. A static position has been created. What is needed 
is to give meaning to the political change that was 
brought about. So far nothing seems to have been done. 
I don’t know even if any serious thinking is being done 
or not. 

Although Morarjibhai—I hesitate to say it publicly 
—has held the Party together, he has not given ait in¬ 
spiring lead to the people. There is no sense of creativity. 
One field where everybody feels that drastic change is 
essential is in the field of education. Today education is 
merely meant for the job-seekers. For this type of 
education the employers, industry etc. may have their 
own schools. A minimum base level of education should 
include reading, writing and arithmetic and also some 
knowledge of geography, history etc. so that it gives a 
man his nearing, his position in the world. I do not have 
any readymade plan to suggest, but some of the education 
commissions have made valuable recommendations, f 
have often referred f.o the Kothari Commission’s recom¬ 
mendations, especially about neighbourhood schools. But 
the Government shelved the idea. There are people in 
our country who are intellectually developed, yet back¬ 
ward from (the) point of view (of literacy). Education 
must give the individual a sense of purpose in life. 
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Primary steps which may he talcen to recapture 
the spirit of March 1977 

In addition to what I have said above, I want to 
emphasise that the concept of total revolution should be 
elaborated. It should be elucidated first and then elabo¬ 
rated. This idea was thrown up by the movement, but 
it has not been spelt out properly. Some of my colleagues 
may .stay here for some days and try to draw me out on 
different aspects of total revolution. In this way, a 
picture may emerge which I myself was not able to draw 
or envisage 

Public life 

1 do not know if wisdom will dawn upon the senior 
leaders concerned. 1 think it is for the younger people 
and radical intellectuals to come together. They should 
consider the situation and come to some positive decisions 
about what should be done. Unfortunately, most of our 
intellectuals, if not all, are attached to some Government- 
owned, run, or aided institutions, and this is a limiting 
factor for them. I am not sure, but 1 think all of them 
who are in responsible positions worry about the Govern¬ 
ment grants, or patronage of about what should be done 
to persuade the Government to give them the necessary 
support. 

Style of Govemmevd and collective leadership 

I personally feel that this should come about through 
a process Of evolution rather than through a decision 
taken at some or other level. I think that coHeiJive 
leadership is a contradiction in terms. It is in the very 
nature of leadership that it must have a centra) figure. 
Collective decisions may be taken by a group of people 
after necessary study and discussion, but a final decision 
has to be taken by the leader. (JiP. here cited the 





example of Abraham i.incoJn who had said on a particular (jp here explained the differences between 
oceasmn that sometime the maiority view has to be oyer, ihe Hussian and Chinese revolutions) 
ruled ny the leader.) 

The Russian revolution was an industrial revolu- 
That is how’ democracy functions. In democracy lion, to begin with. Latar it became the people’s revo- 
there must be an Opposition. There might be people lotion. But the Chinese revolution, as far as I know, 

within a political Party who may speak out against wan a people’s revolution from the very beginning, 

majority decisions. Ideological issues hi a political Party Even the role of the Party was subordinated to the 

can be discussed even publicly, but so far as the func- peoples' will in China. I do not know what has hap- 

tioning of the Parties is concerned, any differences should pened after Mao. The popular baste seems to have 

be discussed within the Party in proper forums or narrowed down, and the Party bureaucrats, Party func- 

discussion groups. tionaries and Party activists appear to have taken over. 

I have not been able to understand the terrific hostility 
On a National Coalition the Chinese political leaders towards Mao’s wife and 

the so-called ‘gang of four'. How could this ‘gang’ be- 
Some political consolidation has • already taken place come so strong unless they had a base in the Party ? 
and I had a hand in it A number of Parties merged 

together to form the Janata Party. Chaudhury Charan On National Priorities 
Singh had made an attempt earlier in that direction, 

but the process had for some reason or other stopped. As far as rural areas arc concerned, the develop- 

Later on as the result of a people’s movement, a new ment of agriculture should be given top priority. The 

consolidation took shape and emerged in the form of land should be the centre of all development pro- 

the Janata Party. grammes; everything else would depend on land. The 

village has not received the attention that was due to 
, .. . r r . , it- Eor instance, take the question of the Planning Com 

ITie circumstances pushed me to the forefront and mission setting up institutions to do research on rural 

i, along with Acharya Kripatam,. was asked to nominate technology. As far I know this has not been done, 

the leader of Janata Parliamentary Party. We thought while all sorts of research institutions, and the like, are 

that Morarjibhai would be the most suitable choice for helped and encouraged for the benefit of urban areas. 

Pume Ministership. Unfortunately, the way he has There is nobody to see what is happening, and to see 

functioned has not been up to the expectation of the that we do not take, or continue in. the wrong direr 

people. When a leader depends on the advice of rela- tj 0 n. 

fives, friends, sons or sons-in-!aiw, the whole thing be¬ 
comes vitiated. As I have said above, the first step or The problem of unemployment is very serious 

towards national consolidation was the coming together The right to work is a fundamental right which has so 
of the five political Parties in the form of the Janata f ar been denied. Even the Constitution has denied it. 

Party. Some of the Parties were left out (because) like But I do not know if the Government alone would be 

oil and water (they would) not mix. But If and when in a position to assure this right to all. It has to be 

*h<V possibility of a Wider national consolidation emer- done by the people and their organisations— the gram-' 

ges, the CPM, the Swar.m Singh Congress and regional ponchawts etc. The Government can help in the 

Parties may be included in it. I do not think that the process. 

CPI can be brought in, because it is too dependent on , ? 

Moscow. As for the CPM; although it has followed an As 1 said earlier, special emphasis should be laid 

independent policy, sometimes it leans heavily on one on development of agriculture, rural industries, affore 

sine Oi the Other. station, people settled in belter surroundings. 
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Our very own test tube baby 


That India is not far behind the West in technological achievements is clearly in evi¬ 
dence, judging by the recent birth in Calcutta of the world's second test tube baby. 
NIRMAL MITRA and DAVID McMAHON report on this extraordinary event. 


E VEN before Louise Joy Brown 
was breathing ouside her 
mother’s womb, millions across the 
length and breadth of the globe 
knew about her existence. Column 
upon ecstatic column of newsprint 
was devoted to her by staunch pil* 
lars of the international Press, Yet, 
in Another corner of the world, there 
was being created another such baby, 
who was destined, unsung, to make 
her entry into the world barely nine 
weeks after her illustrious British 
counterpart. 

To two Calcutta doctors and a bio¬ 
engineer from the same city, Tues¬ 
day, October 3 was a historic day, tbo 
culmination of nine long years of i e- i 
search'and experiment. At 11.14 that; 
morning, at the posh Belle Vue Cli- 
nic on Loudon Street, Mrs. Bela 
Agarwal (31 > gave birth to a healthy 
3 kg 350 gm baby gir), following a 
Caesarean section. Her gynaecologist, 
Dr Saroj Kanti Bhattacharya, along 
with his colleague Dr Subhash Mu- 
kheriee, was overjoyed, according to 
the last member of the trio, Profes¬ 
sor Sunit Mukherjee. 

Mrs Agarwal, who has been mar¬ 
ried for 16 years, had been to several 
leading gynaecologists, but none had 
been able to suggest a remedy for 
her inability to bear children. Even¬ 
tually, she went to Dr Bhattacharya 
in 1974 and explained that though 
she was eager to have a baby, no 
doctor cither in Calcutta or outside 
the city, had been able to help her. 
Dr Bhattacharya, at that time, was 
attached to the Nilratan Sarkar Hos¬ 
pital along with Dr. Subhash Mukher¬ 
jee. 

Dr Bhattacharya examined Mrs 
Agarwal and discovered that her 
Fallopian tubes were blocked. This, 
however, was nothing new in the 
way of information to the anxious 
couple—all the other gynaecologists 
had told them exactly the same 
thing. Dr Bhattacharya, however, 
went a step further. He examined 
the patient’s husband as well and 
found that he had a low sperm 
eount. It was decided that Mr Agar- 
wai would be treated first before 
transferring attention to his wife. Dr 
Mukherjee treated him and two 
years later, in 1976, after extensive 
hormonal treatment, his sperm count 
Was near normal 
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At this juncture, the two doctors 
decided to operate on Mrs Agarwal’s 
blocked tubes. It was also at this 
stage that the idea of an embryo 
transfer was first broached. As a 
-Professor in Physiology at Bankura 
Sammilani College, Dr Mukherjee 
had been interested in the concept 
and possibilities of an embryo trans¬ 
fer since 1969. His was no remote 
attraction—he had even experimen¬ 
ted extensively on guinea pigs and 
dogs. * 

Their most difficult hurdle was the 
lark of adequate facilities, sophisti¬ 
cated instruments and reagents. The 
reagents usect Dr Bhattacharya said, 
were a secret, though he did concede 
that they were the same as those 
used by Dr Steptoe and Dr‘ Edwards 
in Britain. They finally overcame the- 
problems regarding processing, sto¬ 
ring and fertilisation of the ovumhv 
the sperm. 

Dr Mukherjee decided, after Care¬ 
ful consideration of the subject, that 
it was possible to collect the neces¬ 
sary ova by means of a direct «hd 
simple operation through the vagina. 
This surmounted the difficulty of not 
having a laparascope (an optical 
system, by means of which a fieedie 
is inserted visually into the ovary to 


draw out the eggs, facilities for which 
exist only in a few big hospitals), al¬ 
though it involved a more lengthy 
process. The next problem was what 
to do with the fertilised embryo un¬ 
til it was due to be replaced in tho 
womb of the mother. The two doc¬ 
tors agreed to wait and re-introdut» 
the embryo immediately after ovuli- 
tion in tne next normal menstrual 
cycle. 

At the outset, hormones were ad¬ 
ministered to the ova in order to 
stimulate and ripen them. After re¬ 
moval in November 1977, six were 
treated and three ova were replaced 
in the next cycle. In the interim a 
period of 53 days, the help of Prof 
Sunit Mukherjee was sought in or¬ 
der to freeze the embryo and pre¬ 
serve it. The embryo was frozen at 
the temperature of liquid nitrogen 
(minus 190 degrees C), using a tech¬ 
nique specially devised by Prof Sunit 
Mukherjee. 

He employed what he called the 
IQ F (individual quick freezing) 
method, which is actually used to 
freeze and preserve food. As a pro¬ 
fessor of food technology, he was the 
obvious choice for the linkman who 
would take care of the preservation 
of the embryo before its return to 
the womb. Holder of an MSc in app¬ 
lied nutrition from Cornell University, 
Prof Mukherjee agreed to help when 
the two gynaecologists asked him to. 
The three had met previously 
through the IDA (Indian Dietetic 
Association) and formed the ideal 
team for the task. 


Prof. Mukherjee explained that, 
at the reduced temperature of 
minus 190 C, the metabolic activity 
of the embryo was reduced and to 
the growth rate was practically nil. 
The whole process was carried out 
manually from the first stage, the 
freezing; till the last, the thawing 
prior to the , replacement .in the 
mother's womb. Prior to the re¬ 
placement, the embryo was placed 
in an incuhator in order to gradually 
simulate the environmental condition 
of the Fallopian tubes. Once the 
thawing had been carried Out, Dr 
Mukherjee'saw to it that the embryo 
was replaced in mid January, 1976. 
it is significant that, during the S3 
days, the culture was shifted between 






Dr MukherjOe’s laboratory and his 
chamber. 

After that, the patient was kept 
under regular observation and when 
she missed a period in late Feb¬ 
ruary, a pregnancy test was carried 
out which proved conclusively that 
the experiment was a success. From 
this stage onwards, when it was 
determined that she was pregnant, 
Mrs Agarwal was exclusively in the 
Care of Dr Bhattacharya. Special pre¬ 
cautions were taken to ensure that 
she should not have a miscarriage 
and she was advised to have plenty 
of rest. 

From then onwards, everything 
proceeded as in a normal pregnancy 
until complications set in on October 
3, when it was found that the 
foetus was registering an oxygen 
deficiency which would have re¬ 
sulted in brain and probably other 
damage. Dr Bhattacharya decided 
to perform a Caesarean and Miss 
Agarwal was discovered to be a per¬ 
fectly normal, healthy baby. 



W HEN Dr Bhattacharya spoke to 
SUNDAY, he emphasised that it 
had been a long, difficult process to 
convince the Agarwals of the feasi¬ 
bility of the experiment. Other 
couples had previously been app¬ 

roached, but they had all fought shy 
of the undertaking. "When reports 
about the birth of this baby appear¬ 
ed in the local papers," said Dr 
Bhattacharya, “I was practically 
threatened?' In fact, it bad taken 
him several months of persuasion 
before the Agarwals agreed to the 
project. 

He pointed out that this was not 
really a case of a test tube baby as 
such. Both Louise Brown and Miss 
Agarwal are really the result of 
"embryo transfers" and in the strict 
sense of the term, they are not “test 
tube babies". The latter, he ex¬ 
plained, would be babies that are 
reared completely in the laboratory 
and not in the womb. While the 
ova are removed .and treated, they 
are not returned to the mother, but 
are instead reared totally in the 
environment of a laboratory. He 
also stressed that Miss Agarwal 
represents a greater breakthrough 
since hers is the first case involving 
the transfer of a frozen embryo. 

ft is praiseworthy that the Agar¬ 
wals, unlike their British counter 
parts, did not exploit the natural 
attention Of the media. While the 
Browns are reported to have sold 
their story to the London Dotty Mail 
for $565,000, the Agarwals have 
shunned all publicity. In fact, had 
it not been For a Press conference 

S ven by Dr Bhattacharya, the story 
ihlnd the conception of little Milss 
Agarwal might nevfcr hove dome to 
fight. 

But life for her, perhaps, may never 
be the same as that of any other 
human. Though she will be a living 
testimony to the brilliance and per¬ 


sistence of three men and the per¬ 
sonification of her parents' faith in 
modern technology, she will always 
be something of a celebrity-exhibit. 
In a country where, not so many 
decades ago, the locomotive was 
viewed with apprehension as a 
foreign devil and the telegraph was 
looked on with great distrust, India’s 
first test tube baby will always be 
known as such first and Miss 
Agarwal next. 


r PHERE is no need to fear that the 
A embryo transfer technique will 
be put to adverse use in India or is 
a curse to the future of the country. 
The embryo transfer mehod will be 
more a boon than a curse. “It 
should be developed into a techni¬ 
que to help the childless,” said Prof. 
Sunit Mukherjee. One potential area 
of application is the impregnation of 
tubectomised women. Besides, con¬ 
trary to popular belief, the method 
involves little or no risk to human 
life: The ovulation is done by a 
fairly risk-free and simple operation, 
substituting the laparascope which 
Dr Edwards and Dr Steptoe used, 
and the implantation of the embryo 
too involves no danger. The possibi¬ 
lity that the experiment may result 
In stillborn or malformed children, 
or multiple birth, is difficult to deny. 
But these are hazards that face 
every normal conception. Moreover, 
a close and regular * watch of the 
implanted ova offsets much of tho 
worry. Until now the embryo 
transfer method has not found any 
use besides impregnating women 
with damaged Fallopian tubes. Duo 
to the blockage of the Filloplao 
tubes the naturally fertilised ov t 
are unable to pass down to the 
uterine lining, and hence their 
development is prevented. Bv thq 


lie uterine linn 


Prof Sunit Mukherjee is highly 
appreciative of Indian medical re¬ 
search, He is happy about the sus¬ 
tained efforts Ming made in the field 
of female Infertility. He said, 
“Attempts are even being made to r 
perform surgery on the uterus 
because many women are unable to 
bear children due to small uter- 
uses". Though he repeatedly main¬ 
tained that he was incompetent to 
speak about the entire experiment 
(Prof Mukherjee was mainly in¬ 
volved in the deep-freezing technique, 
being an expert in food preserve-, 
tton) Prof Mukherjee was all praise 
for Dr Subhash Mukherjee, the main 
architect or in his words, “the 
Edwards" of The experiment. “Dr 
Mukherjee is the key man in this 
experiment; I only came in at the 
deep freezing stage. Dr Bhattacharya 
was in charge of the patient after 
the woman's pregnancy test proved 
positive." Dr Mukherjee had also 
handled dozens of infertility cases. 

It was by his initiative that the 
embryo transfer technique was re¬ 
sorted to in the case of Mrs Agarwal, 

“A new science takes tlrao to get 
into people's heads. With the 
developthent of these new techniques 
in India people will gradually 
change: Some day they will even 
start taking beef," Prof Mukherjee 
said, commenting on the impact of 
the experiment. “This is onlv a , ■ - 
beginning, not an end." 

Asked about the potentialities of 
Indian -scientific research Prof 
Mukherji said: “Here in India the 
scientific community is not very 
developed. We are still too in¬ 
dividualistic. A social conscience It 
lacking. In a socialistic system the 1 
Individual plays an important social 
role. 1 do not think that" it un in- 'A 
dividual survives, society's needs are 
met. I believe every individual has 
a responsibility to society?’ Yet 
Indians have all the skills to work 





wonders. “Once when J was work- heard them cavil about the difficul- 

ing a processing plant a British ex* ties they are facing with handling 

pert was astonished at how a worker, various industries. Even Ministers 

educated upto class five or six, had complain about their staff. Why, for 

devised a machine tor churning, all instance, should the Chief Minister 
on Ins own. I believe if you have have said that his administration 
pattern e and competence, your hands has failed? The administration is 

can do better- work. For this reason their headache and they should 

bio-engineering i,s now rapidly com- evolve a methodology to forestall all 
mg into the limelight” Although he difficulties and impediments to 

is a chemical engineer, Prof. Mukher- efficiency." Prof Mukherjee went on 

«ee has a fascination for bio-e-nglneer- to cite an instance of his difficulties: 

log: “A person I used to work with. “I had once developed a machine 'O 

Di Aniitava Bhattacharya, once told produce extruders (which were bein g 

me that it I wanted to learn about marketed under the brand name 

machines I should study the human “Pronto”). Production had to stop 

body; this is itself a complex because the West Bengal Agro In¬ 
machine that operates without any dustries Corporation refused me 

lubricants—the hands, tho leg.Sj facilities like electricity to instal the 

every bone.” machine. They said it would need 

, . . electricity for its 100 h.p. motor and 

Indian scientists have the brains since the State Electricity Board was 

and the brilliance, but “we must refusing to supply electricity to the 

get mote organisational encourage- particular area where it was to be fo¬ 
ment”. “1 tannot function in this stalled they could not grant me 

way," he said. “Once when I was permission.” People, he said, also 

walking with a processing industry lacked a sense- of community. “Why 

I had also to handle labour problems. do people go about destroying gov- 

Now, I do not understand their eminent property? Would employees 

mentality, so this only makes things 0 f private sector companies do that? 

nioie difficult for me. The individua- No. Because they share a common 

listic pattern ot society should change feeling, a common responsibility, 

to a group or community pattern. That is why the Tata and Britannia 

All young scientists are frustrated Biscuit companies are prospering.” 

in this set up. There are innumer¬ 
able obstacles befoie an ambitious Given a congenial atmosphere, 
and dedicated scientist, which must Indian scientists would definitely 

be overcome. There aie few people equal if not better their western 

like Dr Subhash Mukherjee who ran counterparts, he pointed out. It is 

proceed with their work in the lace only due to the bankruptcy oi the 

of such odds” administration and the social system 

that people have lost faith in them- 
One of the main reasons why selves in India “I have seen Nobel 

scientific progress is obstructed in laureates roaming about in Umver- 

India was the incompetence or sity campuses in the USA without 

otherwise ot those who were direct drawing anyone’s attention. Heie 

ly involved ' in administration: “I people tripped over to see Dr 

have met many IAS officers and Khorana when be came.” 


Theirs and ours 

F EW would have thought, while served in a deep frozen state for 53 
rending about the feat of Dr days—another departure from the 
Edwaids and Dr Strptoe in July, that British technique, 
their achievement could be- equalled 

if not betteied, by a trio ol Indian Dr Edwards and Dr Strploe had 
doctor* within three months, against extracted the ova with* the lapaia- 

tho most insuperable odds. The com- scope, fertilised them with sperms 

plaints of Mis Lesley Biown and Mis from the husband and about 84 houis 

Bela Agaiwal weie identical, and so later (within the same menstrual 

weie the results of the experiments cycle) implanted them in tho uterus 

upon them Ttut the technique adopt- of Mrs Biown. 'Ihe life ot tho 

eel by Dr Subhash Mukhei ire. Dr embiyo outside the utcius, in ttmir 

Bhattacharya and I’rof Sunit Mukher experiment was thus short, whirh 

jee weie different, perhaps even made the operation less risk-prone, 

simplct. After the insertion of the embryo 

into the uterns, a generous dose of 
The Calcutta doctors, in the first hormones was administered to 

place, resorted to “supeiovulation”. ensure pregnancy, the principal 

This implies that the extraction of honnone being progesterone, In tho 

the ova fiom Mrs Agarwal’s ovaries experiment on Mrs Agarwal the 

was done bv stimulating the ova with hmmemes were administered during 

hormones to ripen them. This pio- ovulation. Only a mild male horm- 

ress was carried out through a one, androgen, was administered 

simple but delicate operation, which after implantation, 

supplanted the laparoscope. A pi astir 

tube was attached to a syringe and The necessity of deep freezing the 
the ripened ova, five in numbci.wcro embryo in the Calcutta experiment 

drawn out These were then fertilis- arose because the doctors consider¬ 
ed with Mr Agarwal’s sperms in the ed it satcr to wait for Mrs Agarwal’s 

labc-iitoiv and the fertilised ova pro menstrual cycle to give over, after 



THE FULL STORY 
OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 

ELECTION OF 
1978 : 

MRS INDIRA 
GANDHI IN 
CHIKMAGULUR. 


With field reports, 
interviews, 
impact analysis 
and a specially 
commissioned 
IMRB popularity 
poll. 





which the embryos would !>e jinplaht- , 
cd in the subsequent cycles. Thn 
deep freezing technique, termed IQF 
(individual quick freezing) was speck 
nlly devised by Prof Sunit Mukher¬ 
jee. The technique involves a sharp 
and sudden drop in the temperature 
of the medium in which the embryo 
is preserved to minus 190 to minus 
194 degrees C in order that "its in¬ 
ternal ) chemical structure” is not 
upset Normally, if the freezing Is 
done slowly, the chemical structure 
of the embryonic cells would be dis¬ 
turbed. Prof Mukherjee illustrated 
this with an example: "If you put 
a water melon iq a fridge and take 
it out after some time, you will find 
that its contents have been sapped. 

It loses all its juice.” The reason 
for this. Prof Mukherjee said, was 
that a gradual drop in temperature 
caused the cells to break down 
metabolically. 

Likewise, a sudden rise in tem¬ 
perature too destroys the chemical 
structure of organic cells. Before 
implantation the embryo had to be 
dofrozen gradually, in an incubator. 
And when the embryo was brought 
to a temperature sufficient to simu¬ 
late the environmental conditions 
inside the uterus, it was transplanted. 

Pitted against the British achieve¬ 
ment, the experiment by the three 
Calcutta doctors was simpler, novel 
and creditable. The fact that in the 
latter experiment the life of the 


embryo outside the uterus was much 
longer—S3 days compared to the 
British experiment’s three and a half 
days, is sufficient testimony. And it 
is this part of the experiment that 
actually imparts to it the character 
of a revolution: never before had 
an embryo been preserved outside 
the uterus for so long. 

But the greatest obstacle: before 
Dr Subhash Mukherjee, Dr S. K. 


Bhattacharya and Prof Sunit Mukher¬ 
jee were human and technological. 
Sophisticated equipment in this 
country is expensive and practically 
unobtainable. Facilities for laparos¬ 
copy for instance, are available only 
in a few big hospitals. The opera¬ 
tion was put through with limited 
resources. It was also a problem 
convincing the patient’s family about 
the harmlessness of the experiment. 
“The family are extremely orthodox. 
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upper middle class Hfodtis. They 
are already worried about the publi¬ 
city given to the experiment and arc 
afraid tbe child might not be accept¬ 
ed by-society. Their trepidation is 
greater because the child is a girl 
and will have to get married some 
day,” Dr Bhattacharya said agitated¬ 
ly. “It had taken us several months 
to convince them about the safety of 
the experiment,” he said. 

Also, the fact that the three 
doctors performed their feat in the 
midst of an overcrowded and confus¬ 
ed metropolis, where not even a re¬ 


gular supply of hater apd electricity 
is assured, is a tribute to their per- 
Sevorcnco and shill., ’‘We Indians do 
noi usually depend on our own 
abilities," Prof Mukherjee said with 
a wry smile Dr Bhattacharya was 
even more bitter. Speaking over the* 
telephone to a friend he said: ‘Tn 
the beginning when wc first made 
the claim, no one seemed to believe 
it. Now people are understanding 
its importance.” The results of the 
experiment are to be placed before 
the Indian Science Congress shortly, 
whrte. the three hope, their work 
shall bo accorded formal recognition. 


The Three Wise Men 


t \ brilliant man, the key 
ax worker in the experiment/ 
was how one of Dr. Subhasn 
Mukherjee’s colleagues described 
him. Square-jawed, with a wide 
/forehead and protruding chin. 
Dr. Mukherjce is a man with 
versatile qualifications. He did 
his MBBS in gyaencology from 
Presidency College. Calcutta Uni¬ 
versity, got a PhD from the same 
University and subsequently weut 
to the USA. He developed a 
fancy for the problem of human 
reproduction and ever since then 
has been trying to break new 
ground. 

He met and held long discus¬ 
sions with associates of Dr Robert 
Edwards and Dr Patrick Steptoe in 
England, who were also doing 
research on the possibilities ot 
manipulating human birth. On 
his return to Calcutta. Dr, 
Mukherjee went about his 
research with an extraordinary 
passion. Besides perfecting tho 
embryo transplant technique with 
dogs and guinea pigs, he handled 
dozens of infertility coses. The 
freedom to experiment with 
human beings is comparatively 
greater in this country because 
patients need not be given ex¬ 
planations bv their doctors as is 

( the practice in the West. Dr. 
Mukherjee’s experience took him 
from strength to strength. And 
then, in 1974, he was accosted by 
an-unhappy businessman with 
the sort of complaint he had 
been waiting for. 

With help from two other 
friends. Dr. Saroj Kanti Bhat¬ 
tacharya and Prof Sunit Mukher¬ 
jee, the experiment went through 
well, in spite of occasional spells 
of tension. On the fateful day, 
October 3, Dr Mukherjee was un¬ 
derstandably nervous. The couple. 
Intensely conservative, had been 
assured of a safe operation. The 
Caesarean was conducted, with Dr 
Saroj Kanti Bhattacharya in atten¬ 
dance. Dr Mukherjee noted later 
that the baby felt like a ball if 
cotton and said that when she 
cried, he jumped for joy. In his 
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Dr Subhash Mukherjee: pride of 
the nation 


exhilaration be even lit a cigarette 
and had to be reminded by Dr 
Bhattacharya that he was still in 
the operating theatre. 


Dr Mukherjee did not spend 
much time in the city after the 
momentous event. His wife, a 
schoolteacher, was on vacation 
and so they decided to make use 
of it with a trip to Nainl Tal. *T 
shall return and gossip,” he said 
before leaving. Dr Mukherjee, once 
a student of the literateur, Dr 
Bibhuti Bhushan Mukhopadhyaya, 
holds doctorates from Calcutta and 
Edinburgh. An unassuming per¬ 
son, he ascribed his achievement 
to the help he received from seve¬ 
ral other doctors, among whom he 
recalled Dr Amiya Basu, Dr Baidya- 
nath Chakravarty, Mr Sarat Ch> 
kravarty. Dr Bnabesh Lahiri, Dr 
B. L. Poddar and Dr Ksbitin Guin. 


Though he was never particu¬ 
larly keen on drawing attention to 
his own and his colleagues’ achie¬ 
vements, Dr Mukherjee was, none¬ 
theless disappointed when the 
news was announced of the Ed- 
wards-Steptoe experiment. "When 
he read the report in the papers, 
be laughed at the irony of it all,” 
said Prof Sunit Mukherjee. 


P ROF Sunit Mukherjee, of Jadav- 
pui University, Calcutta, ,s 
tall, slim, bespectacled and soft- 
spoken. He refuses to acknowledge 
that he played d significant pait 
m the expenment, yet it is clear 
that the lole he took made pos¬ 
sible a majoi dcpaiture from the 
Steptoe Fdwdrds technique. When 
SUNDAY contacted him at hw 
modest lesidenre in South Cal¬ 
cutta, Prof Mukheriee dcsciibed 
himself as a food technologist but 
stressed that he prefers to call 
himself a “worker” rather than a 
scientist or an administrator. It 
was he who was responsible for 
the freezing of the patient's fer 
tilised ova. 

"I simply want to work for tho 
benefit of society,” lie said. “The 
post of the head of the depart¬ 
ment ot Food Technology at our 
Univexsity is rotated among dll 
the professors. Recently, it was 
my turn to take over, but I flatly 
refused, i do not want to be invol¬ 
ved In all those complications ot 
administration I am a scientist 
and thdt is what I intend to re¬ 
main." 

He is a chemical engineer, but 
he also holds a Master’s degree In 
bioengineering from Cornell Uni¬ 
versity, USA, which explains hit 
association with Dr Mukherjee and 
Dr Rhattacharyd. At the moment 
he is busy with two food proces¬ 
sing plants, recently set up with 
Covernment assistance—one is a 
pilot fish dehydration plant id the 
Sundcrbans and the other a pilot 
plant for rice parboiling. Both 
plants involve. purely indigenous 
technology and Prof Mukherjee m 
proud to he associated with them. 
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Prof Sunit Mukherjee 


However, his main .nteicst. ho 
says, is in t pi cals. 

He is an expert in the field ot 
cryogenics and is.closely associa¬ 
ted with the' recently formed In¬ 
dian Ci yogemes Council, the offices 
tor which aie at Jadavput Univer¬ 
sity. "We arc tiying to use the 
IQF (individual quick freezing) 
technique to the best effect in 
industries,” he explained. Most of 
his work is industrial, but he 
admits his field is an applied 
science and can hence draw upon 
a diveise range of experiments. 

He is deeply concerned about 
the lack ot social encouragement 
to scientists. “Our approach today 
should be. commercial. But indus¬ 
try’s motives in India are different 
from those in the West. Here in¬ 
dustrialists are not keen on en¬ 
couraging scientific development, 
he complained. 


D R. Saroj Kanti Bhattatharya's 
role, in the experiment began 
after Mrs. Agarwai’s pregnancy 
test proved positive. He was in 
complete charge of her during 
her confinement and decided’ 
upon and supervised the Caes- 
aiean section. A distinguished 
gynaecologist, he went to school 
in Chittagong (now in Bangla¬ 
deshi. 

He studied at the Calcutta 
Medical College and later got his 
MRC.OG degree from London. In 


addition, he is also a Fellow ot 
Jhe American College of Sur¬ 
geons. His wife, Chhaya Devi, <s 
a teacher at the Shri Shikshaya- 
tan College, his daughter Soma 
a student at the Medical Collega 
and son Smnan at Don Bosco. 
“Do not forget to mention my 
nid father Binode Bihari Bhat 
lacharva in youi report” he told 
inquisitive newsmen, when they 
questioned him on his personal 
life. “Father had sent me to 
Medical College while bn 
starved”. 


The poitly, bespectacled Dr 
Bhattachaiva spoke to SUNDAY 
at his chamber, an Inconspicuous- 
looking place in central Calcutta. 
The yyaiting room is small, the 
examining room narrow, but it is 
a domain where he is the unchal¬ 
lenged master. 


Tracking him down was not 
sui ii a difficult task. On the morn¬ 
ing of Octobei 6, when the news 
of the birth was given in the 
dailies, he was nowwhero to be 
found at Calcutta Medical College, 
when- lie is the Associate Pro 
tesscu ot Gynaecology and Ob¬ 
stetrics. We were told, though, 
that he could be found conduct 
ing the MBBS final year ex¬ 
aminations at National Medical 
College 

Sure enough, he was there 
although he announced that he 
was too busy to spare any time 


Dr Saroj Kanti Bhattacharva: he 
was the first to break the news 



for an interview. Nor would he 
pose for photographs, but he said 
he would do so that evening and 
gave us an appointment. As it 
happened, he was late for the 
interview and his nurse looked 
askance when we asked for him. 
He eventually aruved twenty 
minutes late and the weariness 
was deai W etched on his broad 
fare but he obliged our photo- 
grapiiei and then gave us the 
liistni v of the case. 

His excitement was evident 
thiough his tatigue and his eyes 
shone behind his thick glasses. 
White we spoke to him, his tele¬ 
phone rang a'most _ continuously 
and, ludging, trom his end of the 
conveisation, the callers were all 
it tends who rang to congratulate 
him. To one, lie said “I am al¬ 
most a prisoner here; the Press 
ait besieging me" To another— 
and he repeated this later—he 
explained "After the news leaked 
out, tiie tamily concerned have 
pi actually threatened me.” 


C ALCUTTA’S very own test tube 
baby has .been named Durgar 
by her grand-paren.^, Mr Purshot- 
Um Agarwal and Mrs Panna- 

kumaii Agarwal. Miss Durga 

Agarwal, the doctois noted, “is 
like any other normal baby, 

perfectly healthy and responsive, 
with normal reflexes”. The choice 
of her name was fairly obvious 
since she was born just four days 
before the Durga Puja celebra¬ 

tions. 

“There were social drawbacks 
as well as ethical obstacles, “said 
Dr Bhattacbarya, “but we even¬ 
tually managed to convince the 
couple in late 1977. Naturally they 
were very anxious to avoid all 
publicity and the attention of the 
Press, so they were very upset 
when reports first api>eared in the 
media.” 

Mr Pravat Agarwal is the eldest 
of four sons and is 36. He and 
his wife were married in 1963 but 
no doctor had been able to offer 
them any hope of parenthood till 
the.y consulted Dr Bhattacbarya, 
who then took over as Mrs Aga>- 
wal's gynaecologist. One of seven 
children, Pravats other married 
brothers and sisters have all had 
normal children. 

Mr Agarwal (Sr) denied that 
there had been any adverse re- 
action either within the tamily 
circle, or among their friends, to 
the birth of his grand-daughter 
Durga. "There has been great 
rejoicing ever since the news 
spread that Bela had given birth 
to a daughter. It is a big thing tor 
us as we wanted the eldest son in 
our family to have children”. He 
later added “We have arranged a 
large celebration (ior the mother 
and daughter)". 


33 













































8 reasons why... 


Outside fittmq 1 d 
tor maximum 
rooking spacp 


guaranteed by 
I b I Mark 


Designed 
tor easy use 
and safety 


Retains flavour 
and nutritive value 
of food 




***** 


Unique fety valve 
protects vou 
in 3 ways 


Service centres 
all over 
the cuuntry 


Sturdy body a td 
extra thick base 
for duiability 


mff. 


A range of sires 
from 4 to 12 litres 


pressure cooker 






iUHUtii: 


t ::: r :::r::r::r:::t: i :: 




Li rj 


(E3 


I 






r; 




iw 






? 

ftf '•»* 

r t 










Prestige] 


TT. (Private) Ltd 

BANGALORE 560016 


MCA/TT/60 



























NEWS 


The wars of the sons-in-law 

Another victim of the Sheikh's personal vendetta ? 


I T may he sons elsewhere But 
here it is the sons-in-law whose 
ambitions influence the course of 
history and deteimme the tuture of 
their fnthers-m law Mirza Afzal Beg’s 
exit from Sheikh Abdullah’s Cabinet 
and his subsequent expulsion trom 
the National Conference along with 
his son m law, Yakube Beg, is the 
first round ot the battle which the 
two stalwarts fought on behest of 
their sons-in law. The Beg and his 
son-in law haye apparently lost a 
battle but not necessarily the war 

The rivalry between the Sheikh s 
son in law, Ghulam Mohammad Shah, 
who is an important Cabinet Mims 
ter, and Mirza Afzal Beg, the ex 
Deputy Chiel Minister dates back 
to 1973, when there was no piospert 
of the Sheikh coming to power Mi 
Shah fell out with Mr Beg and re 
signed the secretaiyship ot the Pie 
biscite Front of which Mi Beg was 
president The cold war between 
the two has been gomp on since then 
with Sheikh Abdullah acting as a 
referee and occasionally as a moder¬ 
ator Alter “he assumption of 
power m 1975, it became apparent 
that the Sheikh was gradually lean¬ 
ing towards his «on inlaw, giving up 
the posture of neutrality Sensing 
the change m Sheikh's mood and 
attitude Afzal Beg decided to quit 
the Government and the Party in 
March 1977 He was about to 
announce hjs decision when the Con 
gress Legislature Party withdrew 
suppoit from the Sheikh and his 
Government fell “Sheikh Sahib 
somehow got the wind of mv inten 
lions to leave the Party and he liter 
ally begged me not to leave him 
alone at this cntical juncture of his 
life,” Mr Beg disclosed to me m an 
interview 

Mr Beg’s appointment as Deputy 
Chief Minister after the Sheikh s 
victory in July 1977 elections appa¬ 
rently i ehabilitated him But it pro 
ved to be illusory His elevation 
tanned the fires of jealousy and 
ambition on the one hand and hurt 
the ego of his arch enemy, Mr Shah, 
on the other In the mean time. 
Sheikh Abdullah had started groom 
jng his elder son Farooq, a 44-year 
old doctor, as his heir apparent 
This must have proved a damper to 
the impetuous and amhjtious son-in 
law, wno, for a short while, was seen 
hobnobbing with Beg But this 
truce was short lived, and the com 
batants were soon at each other's 
throats both literally and metaphori¬ 
cally. The Sheikh’s tilt towards his 
son-in-law was easily discernible but 
not so pronounced as to dishearten 



•>h(,ikb Abdullah DynaiUc tide ' 


or discourage Beg The status-quo 
might have continued indefinitely if 
Beg’s sonm-law, Mirza Yakube Beg, 
baa not entered the fray After his 
entry, Sheikh Abdullah openly threw 
his lot with bis son in-law, Mr Sbah 

In the elections to the Legislative 
Council Mirza Mohammad Yakube 
Beg, the son in law of Mirza Afzal 
Beg, was also one of the candidates 
for a vacancy Hawing failed to 
prevent his nomination at the district 
level, Mr Shah set his heart on de 
feating Yakube Beg in the elections 
Out of the 53 votes which National 
Conference Paity had to elect three 
candidates from the Valley, Yakube 
Beg, was allotted 13 votes, only- 
three \otes less than the votes lequir 
ed to win, while the other two candi 
dates were allotted 20 votes pach 
This was done with the fullest know 
ledge of the Sheikh and on the speci 
fic Instructions of Mr Shah Yakube 
Begs defeat was to serve as a warn 
ing to Mirza Afzal Beg and cut him 
down to sue 

But the election results sent shoik 
waves through Mr Shah's camp 
Mirza Yakube P-« won with 31 votes 
the highest number secured by anv 
candidate This was interpreted as 
a resounding victory for Mirza Afzai 
Beg and a humiliating blow to Mr 
Shah This also unnerved other as 
pirants in the Sheikh’s famllv who 
were taken aback by the demonstra- 
lion of Afzal Beg’s massive strength 
in the Legislature Partv The Sheikh 
under pressure from the family and 
for his own reasons decided to act 

Mirza Atzal Beg was charged with 
indiscipline and encouraging defec 
lions in the Party He was accused 
of conspiring with the enemies of 
the Sheikh to overthrow him and 


seize power on the J953 pattern. The 
Sheikh, ironically, launched a frontal 
attack against Afzal Beg, his asso 
ciate and a close confidant tor 45 
years, on September 22, when 
Iteg was away in Delhi to represent 
him at the Chief Ministers’ Confer¬ 
ence due to begin on the 23rd In a 
dramatic move, the Sheikh, after 
levelling the serious charges against 
his lifelong colleague, divested him 
of the important portfolios of law 
and cooperation The highlight of 
the drama was the oath of per 
sonal loyalty to the Sheikh, taken 
by his Council of Ministers “Will 
Mirza Atzal Beg be also asxed to 
take this oath of allegiance asked 
a Press coi respondent "Yes if he 
wants to remain in my Cabinet" 
was the rmt reply given by the 
Sheikh 

With Beg's return from Delhi on 
September 25 matters moved rather 
swiftly Alter an hour long meeting 
with the Shiekh, Mr Beg was asked 
to resign from the Cabinet which he 
did promptly On the 27th, the 
Sheikh in a public meeting accused 
him of conspiring to topple his 
Government and of hobnobbing with 
his enemies On the ?8tb, the mcm 
bers of the National Conference 1-e 
gislature Party were a*ked to take ti 
fiesh oath of al’cgiance to the Party 
and its programme (Reacting to 
the universal criticism of the oath ol 
personal allegiance the Sheikh did 
not insist on it again) On the 29»h 
the Working Committee of the Na 
tfoml Conference with Begum 
Abdullah as a special invitee, ex 
pelled Beg and his son in lavi 
Yakube from the Party for “anti 
Party activities” Du Sheikhs son 
in law had *hus not onK trounced 
Beg’s son in 1/m hut the father in 
law tno In the process, however, he 
mav also have hurt his own fathei 
in law but that doc s not matter 
Pettv vk ton at all costs w thr 
essence of our oolitirs and the hall 
mark of our politicians 

Mr Beg has vehemently denied 
all allegations against him and dcs 
tribed his oustu as "part ot a pre 
meditated plan to Mnoothen the way 
for the vanous claimants to the 
throne in the family' He has 
charged Sheikh Abdullah, his mentot 
tor the last 40 years of trying to 
establish a dynastu rule in the 
State and sacrificing this best friends 
and tiusted colleagues to prove his 
strength and supremacy He has 
challenged the competence of Sheikh * 
to act as prosecutor prosecution t 
witness and the tudge at the same 
time. 
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Itt tlpJs murky atmosphere of 
charge and counter charge, tile only 
positive feature of the present 
Government led by the Sheikh—poll- 


Government led by the Sheikh—poli¬ 
tical stability i«> the first casualty." 
The bone trading of MLAs, the 
abduction and kidnapping of the legt 
stators, hitherto unthinkably in this 
part of the country, are the order 
of the day. The Speaker of the 
Assembly has also been dragged in, 
and he (the Speaker is on an official 
tour in Jamaica at the moment) has 
publicly been accused by the Sheikh 
ot collaborating with Afzal Beg in 
engineering and encouraging defec 
tions. Within a year of an unprece 
dented victory by the Sheikh, this 
border State is faced with a crisis of 
an unparalleled magnitude Though, 
there is no imminent danger to 
Sheikh's Government, Mr Beg’s 
claim to the loyalty of 15 MLAs has 


definitely created a state of uncert¬ 
ainty. Sheikh Abdullah can no 
longer claim to be "indestructible**. 
He is facing the most crucial 
Challenge of his life at a time when 
his health and his age are not his 
best assets.. 

The Sheikh has tried to draw a 
parallel with the development* in 
1963. I do not see anything in com¬ 
mon between the two qualitatively 
different situations; though there are 
striking similarities between tbe 
sordid drama in tbe State with the 
bizarre happenings at the Centre. At 
both levels the winners in the game 
are swearing by discipline, and bro¬ 
wbeating tbe losers in tbe name of 
unity Mr Desai in New Delhi and 
Sheikh Abdullab in Srinagar have 
sacked their rivals on pretexts which 
have nothing to do with the real is¬ 


sues. Both Mr Chacon Singh and 
Mr Beg are licking their wounds foe 
having shown their hands prema¬ 
turely. Both the crises have been 
triggered by sons and sons in-law and 
revolve round the families of the 
combatants. The one marked differ¬ 
ence between the two is the demand 
of an oath of allegiance by the 
Sheikh from his Council of Minis¬ 
ters, party MLAs and other func 
tionaries. The oath drafted- and ad¬ 
ministered by tbe Sheikb runs thus 


“In the name of God / swear 
that I shall remain faithful to the 
Motional Conference and its leader 
Sheikh Abdullah’’ 

SHAMIM AHMED SHAMIM, 
Srinagar 


'There is no parallel between'53and'78' 


SHAMIM AHMED SHA¬ 
MIM talks to MIRZA AF¬ 
ZAL BEG after his ouster 
from the Jammu and Kash- 
7 mr Cabinet. _ 

3 : What do you think are the 
reasons for your ouster from 
tee Government and the sudden 
change In Shptkh Abdullah’s at¬ 
titude towards you 7 
A: 1 think he (the Sheikh) 
was under great pressure from 
the day he appointed me Deputy 
Chief Minister in July 1977. It 
aroused lealousv, created heart¬ 
burning and rivalry The consti¬ 
tution of the Sheikh's Cabinet also 
clearly indicated his desire and 
design to group together diver¬ 
gent elements so as to retain the 
balance of power in his hands. 
He has a habit of acting first and 
thinking afterwards. To quote 
Morarji Desai, “He first makes a 
speech and then thinks about what 
he has said” This has become 
his political style In my case 
also, he first designated me 
Deputy- Chief Minister and then 
immediately started reconsidering 
his decision under pressure from 
his near and dear ones There is 
one more reason and it is psycho¬ 


close • friends to establish his 
greatness and supremacy. 

Q: What, according to you, 
precipitated matters? Would you 
can ft a sudden development? 

A : You can trace it to tbe 
Sheikh’s age, his ailments and 
family pressure, He must have 
been thinking -1 correcting his 
earlier mistake—designating me 
Deputy Chief Minister—for quite 
some time and waiting for aa ex¬ 


cuse. Having sensed a change in 
his attitude I had many a time 
offered to quit but every time ! 
expressed my desire to do so, he 
assured me of his full faith and 
persuaded me to stay. In March 
1977 I finally decided to leave 
him, his Government and the 
Party but’when the Government 
was forced to resign due to with¬ 
drawal of Congress support, he 
literally begged me not to desert 
him when he was friendless. 

Q: Sheikh Sahib has tried to 
draw a parallel between the situa¬ 
tion In August 1953 and Septem¬ 
ber 1978. This has ominous por¬ 
tents — would you like to com¬ 
ment on tills ? 

A: In a sense there is absolute¬ 
ly no parallel; there is no confron¬ 
tation with the Centre today. 
There are no charges of wavering 
with regard to the State's acces¬ 
sion to India at present And last¬ 
ly there is no threat of his Gov¬ 
ernment being toppled by any¬ 
body. In these respects 1978 
stands in complete contrast o 
1953. But, there are some striking 
similarities which are becoming 
apparent every day — even tee 
pattern of events is similar. The 
Bakshi concocted evidence and 
tutored witnesses to cook up cases 
against his opponents and victims. 
This role is today being Played 
by Sheikh Sahib and his friends 
and they are busy concocting 
stories of conspiracy and manu¬ 
facturing the supporting evidence. 
In the Bakhshi style legislators 
are being pressurised to say that 
1 persuaded them to defect. The 
strict police surveillance and the 
summoning of MLAs through 
police agencies today remind me 
of the atmosphere of August 1953. 
The abductions and kianeopings 
of MLAs, ransacking of their 
houses and the protective custody 


ot the doubtful ones are being 
staged today in exactly the same 
manner as was done in 1953. 
Offers of office and temptations 
of monetary rewards to MLA$ 
have also a familiar ring. 


Q: Sheikh Sahib has gone to 
tee extent of accusing you to have 
been e party to 1953 coup against 
him. This sounds strange In vtow 
of the long periods of your incar¬ 
ceration daring last 22 yean. 
What is the basis of Ms charge? 

A: The charge is astounding 
against one who suffered impri¬ 
sonment for over 10 years and 
faced half a dozen murderous 
assaults during Bakhshi's regime 
for his loyalty to the Sheikh. In 
fact the credit of giving political 
content to 1953 should go to me 
whereas for Sheikh Sahib the 
only significance of 'August 9. 
1953 is that he was deprived of 
the power on that day. This wild 
charge, to say the least, is fan¬ 
tastic nonsense and it shows that 
Sheikh Sabib can go to any ex¬ 
tent and say anything to malign 
his best friends if it serves his 
purpose 


Q: Now that you are out of 
the Government and the Party 
what are your future plans? 

A : I shall set up a Party m 
due course of time after consult¬ 
ing the like-minded MLAs and 
prominent leaders of public opi¬ 
nion. Our platform will be to 
(a) fight against the dynastic 
rule of the Sneikh, (b) fight for 
the democratic rights of the peo¬ 
ple; (c) defend and foster demo¬ 
cracy in tbe State, (d) help 
weaker sections of society to or¬ 
ganise themselves to secure and 
safeguard their rights 







But did you know that KIM* Holland has many more 
attractions than just windmills ? 



Example: _ _ 

A night's accommodation, 
drinks, tours, museums, 
nightclubs and sightseeing 
all yours free. Subsequent 
nights at a discount price- 
25% discount on 3 
sightseeing tours. 50% 
discount on car rentals 
for 2 days. 

"Holland on the House’.' 
the bargain of your 
lifetime, again available 
this year with many other 



wonderful surprises, all 
as given under the 
sponsorship of the 
Netherlands National 
Tourist Office. Lucky you ! 

Don Quixote would 
have gone for the 
windmills, and for the 
famous Dutch cheese, 
which he would have had 
to pay for. Why don’t you 
go for "Holland on the 
House” available free 
between 1 November 
1978 and 31 March 1979? 


Just make Amsterdam 
your first or last stopover 
on an Intercontinental 
flight, choose your airline 
and get a better deal than 
Don Quixote.Why not fly 
by KLM ? We know 
Holland best. 

We also can offer the 
famous new Excursion fares 
to Europe and North America 



Contact us at Bombay- 
297233, Calcutta-441221, 
Delhi-343998. Madras- 
86356, or your travel 
agent 


Business and pleasure mix well with 


KLM 


The reliable airline of Holland 


am 
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second wives for Arabs ? 

Minister s ridiculous remark sparks off unrest 


Government patronage be 
1 extended to trafficking in women? 
If Andhra Pradesh’s Minister for 
Women’s Welfare, Mrs, Roda Mistry 
is to be taken seriously, then the 
only way her Government can think 
of helping the unmarried Muslim 
girls of Hyderabad is by sending 
them oil to the Gulf countries where, 
according to the Minister, they can 
be “good second wives" of the Arao 
Sheikhs. 

The shocking statement was made 
by Mrs. Roda Mistry on the floor of 
the Andhra Pradesh Legislative 
Council in the last week of Septem¬ 
ber while she was replying to mem¬ 
bers’ queries about the fate of 
innumerable girls who are taken to 
the Gulf countries every year. To 
the members’ surprise, the Minister 
tauntingly asked them what was 
wrong in the girls getting married 
to the oil-rich Arabs instead or their 
becoming ‘‘burdens on their parents 
arid taking to bad practices”. The 
Minister went on to add: Consi¬ 
dering that when our girls go there 
they become obedient second wives 
of the Arabs and share the fruits f 
prosperity with them", the Govern¬ 
ment was considering setting up an 
agency to help the girls who wanted 
to go to the Gulf and get married. 

All Opposition Parties in Hydera¬ 
bad with the sole exception of Itte- 
hadul Muslimeen, took strong 


exception to Mrs. Mistry’s remarks. 
Violent demonstrations were organis¬ 
ed by youth and students’ organisa¬ 
tions. The Young Muslims’ Associa¬ 
tion (YMA) issued a strong rejoindei 
saying that the Indian girls married 
to Arab tourists with the connivance 
of unscrupulous elements end upin 
Bombay’s red light area. “Ninetynine 
tier cent of the Arab tourists go back 
on the expiry of their tourist visa 
leaving the hapless girls with a pro¬ 
mise that they would come hack and 
lake them home—which is never 
fulfilled,’’ the YMA statement said. 

For four days after the controver¬ 
sial statement, Mrs. Mistry was not 
repentant She went around justify¬ 
ing her stand and she was enthusias¬ 
tically supported by the Ittehadut 
Muslimeen and some Mullaha. in 
fact She tried to convince the Legis¬ 
lature after a few days that the 
members had not understood her 
properly. While the Minister was 
trying in vain to defend her stand in 
the Assembly, a violent demonstra¬ 
tion was taking place outside the 
Assembly House. The police had to 
resort to lathi-charge and teargassmg 
in order to disperse the demonstra¬ 
tors. The Chief Minister, Dr. Channa 
Reddy, sensing the gravity of the 
situation sent a chit to Mrs. Mistry 
while she was speaking in the Assem¬ 
bly telling her to apologise or quit 
the Cabinet. The Women's Wel¬ 
fare Minister promptly telling her to 




Dumobstrarorti >» Hyderabad demon ding Mrs. Mistry’s ouster 


Hoda Mistry : Minister for Woman?’ 
Welfare? __ ; 

apologise or quit the Cabinet. The 
Womens’ Welfare Minister promptly 
told the House that “with a heavy 
heart I tender an unqualified apo¬ 
logy" in view of the strong feelings 
expressed by the members. While 
she was saymg this, Ittehadul leader 
Mr. Salauddin Owaisi implored her 
not to do so. Mr. Salauddin also tried 
to stall the profeedings by saying 
that it was a matter concerning the 
Muslim personal law, therefore the 
House should keep Its hands off, 
Interestingly, when Mrs. Mistry toft 
the Assembly after tendering toe 
apology, a host of Mullahs were seen 
greeting her with bouquets. 

Though Mrs. Mistry'has discreetly 
stayed away from the limelight after > 
she Was rebuked by the Chief/ 

Minister, a number of youth 
womens' organisations have step; 
up their demand for her removal 
from the Cabinet. 

The buxom Mrs. Roda Mistry . 
retained her beauty though she is r 
her late forties. A cigar smoklr, 
she came into politics in the early 
Fifties through the Indian Conte* 
ence for Social Work. She enjoted 
the patronage of Nawab M«h<M 
Nawaz, a former Health Minister and , 
an influential personality in princely 
Hyderabad, Later she enjoyed/, the 
patronage of Mr. Bramhananda 
Reddi who ensured a seat for raer m 
the Legislative Council when / she 
could not find an Assembly seat. 
Having sailed with Mr. B/ahma- 
nanda Reddi for a long time, she 
chose to be with Mrs- Gandhi when 
she realised that jmlitiorl fortunes 
were not on Mr. Reddi’s tide. 1} 
was due to Mrs. Gandhi’s personal 
intervention that Dr. Channa Redcy 
accommodated her in his team. She 
had learned the trick of doing the 
right thing at ttie right lime. She 
was doing fine, until the last week 
of September — when she slipped 
into the slush. 

D. SITARAM, Hyderabad 
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India's largest lamp manufacturer 
offers you economic, efficient 
lighting systems. 



! 


“Take the Bengal Superwhite 

for glare-free, soothing light**. 


For supreme, soothing lighting, 
there’s nothing quite.illuminatmg 
like the Bengal ‘Superwhite'. 

Available in a sophisticated 
flared shape, ‘Superwhite’ is 
specially treated with a milky- 
white coating—to emit pure, 
white glare-free light. 

Need a ‘super’ lighting system? 
Come to the source. 


Contact any one of our Dealers or 
write to: 

LIGHTING CONSULTANCY DIVISION 
The Bengal Electric Lamp 
Works Ltd., 

4 Fairlie Place, Calcutta-700 001. 

We'll meet your needs 
economically, efficiently. Anywhere. 



India** first lamp makers 
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Smugglers or CBI men ? 

Bombay Custom’s catch of the century 

** 


T ATE one night in the second week 
" of September, two-CBI officers 
were found trying to sneak out of an 
exit at Bombay's Santa Crus interna¬ 
tional airport. In their attempt to 
retreat out on to the tarmac. Mr. 
Divata and Mr. Deshpande were 
noticed by an alert Customs officer. 
When the latter asked them to stop, 
they tried to browbeat him by show 
tag him their CBI identity cants. The 
Customs official, undeterred, demand- 
i*d that they allow him to search the 
suitcases they carried. 


Hia persistence paid off. While 
one suitcase yielded nothing, tho 
other was found to contain 400 wrist 
watches, valued at a total of Rs. one 
lakh A subsequent raid carried out 
on the residences of the two suspects 
brought to light a further Rs. 20,000 
but surprisingly enough, neither 
Customs authorities nor C.BI higher 
ups are prepared to throw any light 
on the case. 


The CBI stand is that the incnnu 
nating bag might bave been planted 


on the two officers as part of a 
frame-up. They also counter that 
there hive been a number of charges 
of corruption against Customs offi 
dab. CBI high-rankers explain that 
the two men were present in the 
baggage enclosure (a restricted area) 
because they were on duty. While 
this is plausible, CBI sub-inspectors, 
according to the law, are not em¬ 
powered to carry out any investiga¬ 
tion. If they were really there on 
legitimate duty, they should have 
taken prior permission from the Cus 
toms authorities. 


Customs claim that some members 
of the railway police both m Maha¬ 
rashtra and Gujarat are linked with 
smuggling rings, since contraband tn 
these States is usually transported 
by train. Both the sub-inspectors 
who are under suspicion in this case 
.ire on deputation from the railway 
police of Maharashtra and both have 
i fsen from the rank of constable. 

Bombay Customs men realised lu 
November 1977 that policemen were 
lieing used as carriers for contraband 
at the Santa Cruz Customs barrier. 
Some smugglers struck deals with 
stilling police officers whereby the 
latter would willingly carry bags 
r>cross danger points and then, later, 
hand them over again — for a car 
tain fee. 

S N WAGLE. Bombay 


SUNDAY scoops up the best! 
HANIF MOHAMMAD, that legen¬ 
dary superstar of international 
cricket, will cover the Indo-Pak 
Test series for SUNDAY. 

As usual, SUNDAY leads the field 




Raw Garlic has long been recognised as being a truly effective 
and completely natural way to all-round health. Garlic oil 
capsules . containing all the curativa properties of the clove 
of garlic renew the blood cleanse it of all impurities, regulate 
the digestion .recommended for diseases of the lungs 
inteetinal complaints, loss of appetite. Or. K M Nadkarm s 
Indian Materia Medica 

Some of the unique properties of Garlic are !o$t in cooking 
Ranbaxy’s Garlic Pearls contain pure extract of raw garlic and 
do everything that natural garlic does 


0 Control cholesterol and lower the effeots of tension. 
0 Relieve gee end improve digestion and liver function. 
• Prevent chronic coughs, colds end flu. 

0 Eliminate blood impurities, clear pimplee, blackheads 
and blemishes—keep the skin healthy and glowing 

Berlin Pearle—all the goodness of garlic without 
the email. Just 1 or 2 peerle before meets benefit you 
In so many weye— naturally, 

Ranbaxy's Garlic Pear la¬ 
the natural way to all-round health. 


♦ Re 6,80 for 30‘s 
Rf. 19 60 for 100 s 
Local taxes extra 


RANHAXY 


Okhl. Nnr D«tfu 110 0}0 
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UNMATCHED 

camfin 

PISTON PENS 


No time wasted, No 
messing up with 
ink. Camlin Piston 
Pen mechanisms 
make it just easy. 

Fill up and feel the 
difference. 



So easy to fill. 
Push piston 
down,dip pan 
in ink, pull 
piston up. And 
it’s fulll 


INJECTION 
PISTON 
PEN 48 


Rotate 

anticlockwise - 
the air comes 
out. 

Rotate 
clockwise- 
ink fills to the 
brim. 



PISTON 
FILLING 
PEN 47 



parting with your 
precious savings. 



_jjj_ Thoroughly dependable 

Leonard 

is backed by Blue Star, 
leaders in refrigeratkm technology. 


Our 34 years of exper¬ 
tise is formidable. So is our 
reputation for marketing 
products of the highest 
quality. Such as Leonard. 
A name ppople around the 
world have trusted since 
1881. For good reasons. 

Leonard has a perfectly 
balanced refrigeration sys¬ 
tem. And a compressor 
built to rigid international 
standards, difficult to beat 
in performance. Designed 
for low speed, it runs with 


less wear and strain and 
saves you a cool 25% in 
power cost. 

Leonard has many more 
excellent features. Ask 
your nearest dealer for a 
free copy of our colourful 
folder: BE HAPPY WITH 
LEONARD. 

Choice of 5models: 286*. 
165*. 135.90 and 65 litres. 
♦With ISI CERTIFICATION 
and TRIPLE-BENEFIT AUTO¬ 
MATIC DEFROST SYSTEM. 


Since 1881 . 
Always belter value for money. 

Anot her quality product fro m__ 

SHi Gsass 

Leaders in refrigeration 

Bombay • NaW Dalhi - Calcirtt# » Madras • Ahmadabad • Pima • Indore 
Kanpar • Chandigarh • Jamehddpor • Bangalore • Cochin. Sacanda rahad 
Vlukhapatnatn.. 



msunBtm 














Khushwant Singh and the *'v ayunali' 


The ' hulb’ is on again 


xsmmtssmsesgmamtnssnems w jam' i ii j.wi , i a 
You can’t repress the irrepressible 
Mr Khushwant Singh, wherever he 
may he. At the moment of writing, 
he Is sitting At an office of me 
National Herald, although hit byline 
hat ttftt not begun appearing as the 
editor in chief. But he has already 
broken a major taboo; he has m 
fact stopped all pontificating editors 
in the face On Sunday October I, 
appeared the first piece in a column 
he has begun: and true to bit style, 
he has named tt the Gossip Column. 
And guess where the Gossip Column 
appeared. Just where the editorial 
should have been, preaching sermons 
to the masses. For the benefit of 
our many readers who may not have 
teen the National Herald, we repro¬ 
duce the inaugural column. 


Invocation 

1 started writing this column nine 
years ago. Though an avowed agno¬ 
stic, I began with the traditional in¬ 
vocation Sn Gancshaya namah- 1 
could as well have begun In the 
name of Allah, the Beneficent, the 
Merciful or with Ik Onkar without 
in any way compromising rny icono¬ 
clastic rationalism However, I chose 
Ganpati because, apart trom the 
other manifestations of divinity attri 
buted to him, I find the elephant- 
man mounted on a rat a fun-figure 
unbelievable and utterly bizarre. 
Ganpati is my favourite amongst the 
Hindu deities, I have a large statue 
of him at the entrance of my apart¬ 
ment, a medium-sized terracotta on 
the mantlepiece and a jade minia¬ 
ture on my working table. When¬ 
ever my spirits are low, I invoke his 
assistance. My spirits have touched 
the rock-bottom, so 1 seek the bless¬ 
ings of the Lord ot auspicious begi¬ 
nnings and switch on the bulb. 

Hew to murder murder 

If you want to sec how a gory 
crime can be done to death, you 
can do no better than read Indian 
newspapers. Nowhere else do jour¬ 
nalists wield tbeir quills asv clumsily 
when they are reporting a murder. 
Some traditions never change : viz 
they must append the word “alleg- 
adr before every sentence and there¬ 
after feel free to write as if the alle¬ 
gations had been substantiated. For 
some reason they also assume that 
the name of the magistrate, bis rank 
and sections of the penal code under 
which a prisoner is being tried are 
of the utmost importance. For them 
a killing is not rnlly murderous un 
less section 302 of the I.P.C. is cited, 
little, if any. attempt is made to 
fathom the motives or the psydtio- 
logical make-up of the criminal. That 
hst«a©d in reporting the caae of 
Raman Raghav, the notorious self- 


proclaimed killer of 42 men, women 
and .suckling babes. The same is 
happening with Billa and Range 
Even after you have read all about 
what will certainly be the crime ol 
the year,-you will not have gained 
much insight into the minds of these 
two men. ’ 

Another phenomenon of our crime 
reporting which boggles the mind, is 
the middle-class bias of our journals. 
Sordid crimes like the slaying of th.- 
Chopra children, are unfortunately 
not so rare among the poor. But they 
attract little attention of the Press 
The reason is simple. The Pi ess is 
owned, edited arta read by the 
literate middle class Whenever one 
of their own kind is involved, as 
a perpetrator or a victim, the ex 
posure is on a generous scale It 
both parties are rich or famous, the 
coverage is on an even grander 
scale Recall the case of Comman 
der Nanavaty. He slew Ahuja for 
seducing his (Nanavaty’s) wife. Il 
was as commonplace a murder as 
anv and for motives as old as adul 
tery itself Yet for months papers 
could think of few topics to write 
about, besides the clandestine love 
affair Of Sylvia and Ahuja. 

Poor Suresh! 

Having drooled over the set of 
nine photographs of middleaged 
Suresh Kumar in amorous bodily 
dialogue with luscious teenager 
Sushma Chaudhry, leaves one ques¬ 
tion unanswered - who took the pic¬ 
tures ? They are certainly not taken 
by a spy camera concealed behind a 
wall or a curtain because in some the 
lovers are looking into the lens with 
the lass simulating ecstasy. They 
are also taken from different angles 
in two different rooms—one with a 
bed and the other with a long bath¬ 
tub. All are in focus. 


They could possibly have been 
taken by Suresh himself. In two ot 
them, his hand is stretched outside 




the fiame as if to press the trigger- 
Or by a camei a with a built-in tim¬ 
ing device With these cameras, 
you can fix the focus point (in thl« 
case, a mwar bed), press the trigger 
and have 30 seconds to get into posi¬ 
tion before the shutter clicks 

In all probability they have been 
taken by a fiiendlv third party 
Who 7 Wagging tongues mention 
the name, of a politician residing in 
Western Court. Is be an impotent 
voyeur who took them for his own 
gratification 7 Or did he take them 
as instruments of blackmail 7 My 
heart goes out to Suresh. The poor 
fellow has made a complete ass of 
himself 1 love the world’s asses. 


Vayunali 

The ingenuity of the Hindi woid 
coiners remains a source of perpe 
tual amusement to me. _ Although 1 
am familiar with the limited range 
of woids used by the crew of Indian 
Airlines, the word VAYUNALI for 
air-vent had eluded mv ears On 
my last flight to Bombay, no sooner 
were we airborne than the usual 
announcement followed about the 
items within arm’s length as BIJLI 
KA SWITCH, OH ANTI and the 
VAYUNALI I asked the dusky, 
shapely Eva Mukherjee why if tjie 
English SWITCH (or sometimes mal¬ 
formed BAT AN) could be used, why 
not air-vent 7 “What’s wiong with 
VAYUNALI?" she asked, “It means 
exactly the same thing ’’ I had to 
concede that it did but for some rea>' 
son while, the English word sounded 
innocuous, the Hindi woid sounded 
as if it referred to the rectum. She 
went into fits of laughter and re¬ 
plied: “Only a duty minded old man 
like you would have thought of that. 
She went and shared the joke with 
her feltow-stewardesses. Every time 
they went down the aisle, they gave 
me a broad smile and plied me with 
extra cups of coffee. 
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Death of a rishi-killer 



Dr Abraham Knvnor rruwde against 'Godmen * 


N. JAY A RAM profiles Dr 
Abraham Kovoor, who 
fought many a crusade 
against godmen and miracle* 
makers. 


D R Abraham T Kovoor, the re¬ 
nowned rationalist, psychiatrist 
and debunker of godmen, miracles 
and astrology, died on September 18. 
at Colombo aftei a heart attack 
An obituary which had been kept 
ready by Kovoor himself announced 
that he was, “leaving behind neither 
sold nor spirit to botbet credulous 
people”. 

“Over fifty years of intensive re¬ 
search into diverse types of alleged 
paranormal happenings and claims 
of non existent miraculous powers of 
mystics, yogis, rfshis. etc. “1 have suc¬ 
ceeded in getting rid of many super¬ 
stitious beliefs I held ns a result of 
indoctrination and brainwashing from 
childhood, inevitable in the society 
we live in,” he wrote in a book. 
Begone Godmen, published two years 
ago when he was 80. 

Dr Kovoor was born into the 
family ot the Vicar General of the 
Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Mala¬ 
bar, had his schooling at the Syrian 
Christian Seminary and studied 
botany and zoology at Bangabasi 
College, Calcutta. He taught botany 
tor two years at Kottayam in 
Kerala, migrated to Sri Lanka in 
1928 and had to teach the scriptures 
in a Jaffna city college. All hi* 
students passed in scilpture with 
credits but ail of them renounced 
their respective religions ! It was 
only after retirement as head of the 
Science department at a Colombo 
college that he started speaking and 
writing about his research 

He founded the Sri Lanka Ratio 
nalist Association and threw the 
famous challenge to anyone who 
Would demonstrate supernatural or 
miraculous powers under fraud proof 
conditions The offer of an award 
of one lakh Sri Lanka rupees to 
anyone who performed successfully 
was open till bis death 

This challenge attained peak 
popularity during 1975 when his 
"Divine Miracle Exposure Cant- 
paigns” became famous throughout 
India One Dr G Venkata Rao of 
Bangalore was foolhardy enough to 
aicept the challenge and make the 
Rs 1,000 deposit He bclicyed that 
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the chanting of the Mantra Om 
Bughattndra Sherunam too tunes a 
day would result in divine powers 
and that a six year old boy named 
Sai Knshna in a village near Mysore 
reduced sacred ash, honey and 
owirs Later he withdiew and 
Kovoor was richer by Rs 1,000 

Members of the Bangalore Uni¬ 
versity and the Karnataka Rationa 
list Association went to that village 
later and exposed the “miracle” by 
means of a simple trick by an As¬ 
sistant Registrar. They were told by 
a villager that the kingpin was Sai 
Baba, who operated from Wbitefield, 

Dr. Kovoor and Dr. H. Narasim- 
haiah, the Vice-Chancellor of Banga¬ 
lore University pursued a relentless 
campaign against Sai Baba but Sur¬ 
prisingly the Press seemed generally 
to be on Sai Baba’s side Blitz and 
The Indian Express both praised Sal 
Baba and a Sunday correspondent 
gave him a clean chit while hie raked 
muck at his critics. Sunday soon 
made dp for it, however when its 
columnists took exception to it. 

The net result of the whole drama 
was that there was sufficient mate 
rial in the Indian Press on ' the 
question of godmen and miracle- 
mongering. If scientists came to 
Sai, Baba’s rescue and attacked 
Kovoor, his apswer was, “the emi¬ 
nent scientists of India have given 
up their science and become devo¬ 
tees of godmen because they have 
found that they can make more 


money through collusion with such 
frauds than by continuing scientific 
pursuits”. He observed also that the 
godmen trade appears to be a State 
patronised business in India 

Kovoor produced Punarjanmam, 
quite a successful film m Malaya- 
lam, based on the theme oi retniar 
nation At nuiperous Press confer¬ 
ences and lectures he declared that 
no one is in possession of either 
divine or supernatural powers, and 
decried all the so called miracles of 
godmen as mere juggling before 
gullibles who have neither the corn- 
age nor the common sense to in¬ 
vestigate “There dre no miracles’', 
he declared, “only mysteries” 

The cortege tarrying his body 
was given over to the Colombo 
Medical Faculty The bones are to 
be mounted and presented to Thus 
ton College, Colombo where he 
began his edreer His wife's death 
two years ago was also similarly 
observed and there was a furore 
over announcing her death in the 
atheist (fashion over the radto 
though the dominant religion in Sri 
Lanka happened to be Buddhism. 

‘'Forty years ago. a minute cell 
separated from my body, merged 
with a foreign cell and continued to 
grow out or my body", announced 
Kovoor ‘it is still growing and 

S ioliferating in Paris as Dr Aries 
:ovoar”. Aries is a don at Sor- 
bonne University. 

Di Kovoor Is dead May bis 
soul t . , oop 1 







Dun at work 
and play 
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Party Fun Books 

Here's something really unique: 
colourful bcoks each 
containing four masks children 
can punch out and wear for 
parties plus toads of ideas 
for games and easy-to-make 
gifts, to make the party swing 
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Bulbul Activity Books 

A series of fascinating books that introduce 
your child to new ideas and concepts like 
telling the time, adding and subtracting, 
understanding shapes . that start a 
youngster joyfully on the road to learning 
Specially prepared for children between the 
ages of 5 and 7 by Indi Rana who has 
written and edited children s textbooks in 
the United States 




Tliomson Prt§$ ••• 
the wonderful worid 
of children's books 

Available at leading bookshops or by VPP 
For your copies by VPP. cut out and mail 
the coupon alongside to 

Thomson Pross (India) Umitod 

Direct Mail Unit. Delhi Mathura Hoad 
Fandabad 121 002 

LINTAS-TP CB 9.24U 


Please send by VPP (Minimum order Rs 10) 

Bulbul Activity Books Each Book 32 pages 1 7 x 24 unt 
Rs 2 00 per copy 

No of Copies No of Copies 

123 | | Tailing the Trnno | | 

ABC n Plus Minus 


Shapes 


□ 

□ 

□ 


Measuremen' 


Party Fun Books Each Book 10 pagos 24 x )? cms 
R* 3 00 per t opy 


Animal Masks 
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Indian Masks 


□ 

□ 
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DOCTORS’ 

DESK 

REFERENCE 

The most comprehensive 
guide for the busy doctor 

Data on national health 

piogrammes and achievements 

• 

Fixed noimal values 
for all diagnostic tests 

Full presetibing infoimafion on 
pharmaceutical preparation 

Dispensary Hospital Equipment 

• 

Indices by brand names 

and generic names of drugs 

• 

Everything that a doctor 
would want to know 


REVIEW books 




i)ver bOO pdqes 
jflta Rs 60 
^ fttrniMrndpd by 
Indian Medical 
Association 


FINEST 
COLLECTION 
OF INDIAN 
RECIPES 

By Vitnla Patil 



Available at /tailing bookshops or order directly tram 
Send Rs 60 i Rs 10 (Postage and Packing) 
Ooclois Desk Reference 
$p»d Rs 30 I Rs 8 (f’ostaqe and Packing) 
Kashmir !u Kanyakuman 
Enar Advertisers Pvt ltd 
;ii Hex Chambers W H Marq Bombay 400 038 
0 2 ta||iat Naqai III New Delhi 1 10024 


Forgive her her 
trespasses 


The Song of Anasuya, by Uma Vasu- 
dec, Vikas; Rs. 30. 


U MA Vasudev has finally shifted 
her locus and her talents, thank 
god, to the creative arena, with her 
hrsl novel, The Song of Anahuya 
published, promoted and preserved 
for posterity by Vikas. We can all 
forget her political fiction now and 
forgive her her trespasses. 

Ms Vasudev has a fine, easy style. 
And her first book has a ceitain 
elan, the barroom brawl quality of 
authenticity, despite the high caloric 
sexual fantasies that Ms Vasudev 
feeds her nightmares on Her pica¬ 
resque portrayal of the south Delhi 
nouveaux riches is often perceptive, 
delightfully risque, and occasionally 
very human, very vulnerable. Only 
the structure of the novel, from a 
psychiatrist’s couch to the actual 
happenings in and out of other cou¬ 
ches, seem awkward and jerky, as 
when Jagat actually makes love to 
Preeti after those long, arid years 
of platonic companionship. 

The protagonist as a retiring satyr 
is almost convincing, and the slv 
humour attached to his having per¬ 
fected the art (or was it science?) 
of lovemaking keeps the reader in 
splits, ft is Preeti who really com¬ 
es otf more as a caricature than a 
real person. She is too laconic, ema 
dated and dull to arouse any inte¬ 
rest, let alone passion. Her pen¬ 
chant for gin, cigarettes and north 
Indian mughlai cuisine seems some¬ 
what peculiar for so starched and 
white-washed an Eurasian. Even her 
snide remarks on Jagat’s bacchic 
belligerency arc trite and boring. 
And the minor characters are all 
very, very one-dimensional. 

Ms Vasudev has an eye for detail 
and is delightful in most of the 
scenes she plots at the Gymkhana 
Club, where Jagat actually meets 
Anasuya. And Anasuya is of course 
quite a different kettle of fish! She 
is young, for one. And, which is so 
much more interesting than Preeti’s 
premenopause tantrums at 35. she 
is hopelessly in love with a Muslim 
Majnu who is safely tucked away 
throughout the book in the ra/zle 
dazzle wilderness of America. In 
spite of her thoroughly modern 
Millie background, Anasuya also 
manages to spout sentimental Urdu 
couplets of the filmy genre and is 
not ill at ease when Jagat, who is 
* almost her father's age, pets her 





heavily in the dying Delhi twilight. 
Ms Vasudev deserves full marks for 
this kind of convincing brazenness 
and her protean appraisal of today's 
upper class young generation. It is 
only when she attempts to bfe wise. 
In her introspective comments on 
life and morals, the book, alas, falls 
flat on its beautiful face. 

The psychological insights are 
also somewhat overdone The narra¬ 
tive pace limps along as the emotional 
and spintual landscape on either side 
get bleaker and bleaker and Jagat 
hams ahead. Yet what redeems the 
book is its occasional bare breasted 
insolence, the tact that Ms Vasudev 
does not have to resort to passio¬ 
nate kisses exchanged under the 
mistletoe or the holding of hands 
under laced table cloths. Jagat often 
“smells of a cunt” and a noholds- 
barred sexual eneountei is described 
as a wholesome “fuck”. A great re¬ 
lief for those who have to wade 
through pages of pathetic propriety 
in Indian fiction to at rive at a real 
life sexual situation 

The ending however is somewhat 
contrived, with that wild ride to the 
Taj Mahal, immortal monument of 
love, and then a very prosaic screw 
in a more prosaic and posh Agra 
motel. But it is sensitive neverthe¬ 
less, in as much as Anasuya and 
Jagat do not disintegrate into run- 
of-the-mill lovers who realise in the 
end that they were, after all, made 
for each other, despite Saadat and 
Preeti. No one is made for each 
other in this novel And thank god 
for that! It is only Anasuya’s vita¬ 
lity which lasts. Her vitality andi 
her innocence, as pitted against 
Prceti's fading years and Jagat’s 
fading sexual prowess 

I am sure many of us will hum 
the song of Anasuya for long. Some 
will learn from it. Others will sit 
back and enjoy its wicked and melli¬ 
fluous melody. But then, as the 
bishop said to the actress, some are 
music lovers, while others can love 
just as well without it. 

PRITISH NANDY 
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We commence serialisation of "Tiger The Story of 
the Indian Tiger" by Kailash Sankhala (Collins £ 7 95, 
Rupa 8- Co Rs 60), a breath-taking account on the 
habits and habitat of the magnificent animal. 


IE tiger is the spirit of the In¬ 
dian jungle Even his distant 
roar, or an alarm call from some 
animal announcing his presence char 
ges the whole atmosphere 

Acute sensitivity, secrectivencss 
and the ability to surprise, untiring 
perseverance, agility in attack, tena¬ 
city to follow and hold and strength 
to overpower are the qualities nece¬ 
ssary in a successful ‘predator The 
tiger possesses them all m extra¬ 
ordinary measure A set of powerful 
canine teeth combined with strong 
jaw muscles make up dental equip¬ 
ment with tremendous crushing po¬ 
wer, and sharp claws with a strong 
gripping mechanism m the forearm 
complete his armoury This formi¬ 
dable predator can bring down am 
mals even as large as buffalo or gaur 
efficiently. 

• What are the tiger’s characteris¬ 
tics as a species’ The tiger has a 
widei ecological tolerance than 
other big cats such as the lion or 
jaguar Living m very diverse habi 
tats, it has undergone modifications 
in size, coat and colour which justify 
its classifications into several distinct 
subspecies. The type species is the 
Indatn tiger, Panthera ttgris Marts, 
it is still well-represented even 
though drastically reduced in num 
bers and limited in geogiaphic dis¬ 
tribution compared with its former 
range. Its present home is the In¬ 
dian subcontinent, Nepal, Bhutan 
Bangladesh and upper and lower 
western Burma, and the total popu¬ 
lation numbers some 2,500 The com¬ 
bined total population of the other 
six subspecies — Siberian, Chinese, 
Caspian, Sumatran, Indochinese and 
Javan—is dangerously low, piobably 
numbering less than 1,500 and scat¬ 
tered in isolated pockets far apart 

An average male Indian tiger 
measures ten feet from nose to tip 
of the tail and 36 inches at the 


shculde’- The skull is fourteen and 
a quarter inches long in the case of 
the male, twelve inches in females 
The fur is short in summer but be¬ 
comes longer in winter. The Siberian 
tiger, P tiqits altaica, is conside¬ 
rably larger, measuring some thirteen 
feet in length, with a massive head, 
heavy hindquarters, and long, thick 
fur. The Chinese tiger, P ttgris 
amoyensts, is smaller than the Sibe¬ 
rian or Manchurian tiger, somewhat 
darker and more closely striped, with 


a thick tail which ends abruptly 
without tapering rtie tigers which 
crossed over to the Indonesian group 
of islands are smaller than the In¬ 
dian tiger and have diffeient mark¬ 
ings The Bali tiger was last seen 
in 1952 bj a Dutch foiest officer and 
was thought to be extinct, but re¬ 
cently there have been leports that 
a few- may survive, these tigers are 
said to be only the size of a leopard 
In 1968 Ma/ak described as a new 
subspecies the tigers living in Indo¬ 
china, Malaysia and eastern Burma; 
in Thailand they have been known 
to visit populated areas, and possibly 
because of this habit Ma/ak named 
P. ttgris cor bet ti after Jim Corbett. 
The hunting records of the Sultan of 
Johore show that the average length 
of 35 of these Malaysian tigers, all 
adults, was eight feet, three inches 
(Medway 19C9), in India where a 
fullgrown tiger measures nearly ten 
feet, we would consider an animal 
of this size to be a cub In warmer 
climates animals tend to decrease in 
size because an increase in the eva- 
oration surface - per unit of mass 
elps to dissipate heat" Hence the 
smaller size of Javan, Sumatran and 
Indo-Chinese tigers Conversely 
in a cold climate the laiger body 
size and longer fur help to conserve 
beat, thus explaining the larger size 
of the Siberian tiger Unexplained, 
howecer, is its failure to adaDt its 
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Colour to merge Into the snows of the 
long Siberian winters, where the 
tawny colour and black stripes must 
be a disadvantage for hunting. 


Hypotheses on the origin and 
migration of tigers depend on a few 
fossil finds, such as those from the 
Lena River system and some islands 
in the Arctic Ocean, as well as re¬ 
mains of Quaternary age from near 
Harbin In China (Pocock 1929). 
Others are known from the site of 
Peking Man" at Choukoutien and 
from Java. Pocock concluded that 
the tiger migrated from Siberia to 
Java and entered India via Burma, 
with another branch of the migration 
leading to the Perso-Turkestan le¬ 
gions Snd the Caspian. Mazak (1965) 
and subsequent writers supported 
this theory, but Warner Fend (1972) 
suggested that the tiger entered In¬ 
dia from China although he gives no 
evidence. 


Palaeontologists consider that no 
mammals came to India from the 
east—there are no similarities with 
Chinese fauna—but that from time 
to time they arrived from the north¬ 
west. It is very surprising that there 
is so little evidence of the presence 
of leopards and tigers in India dur¬ 
ing the Tertiary period although 
there were elephants, rhmos, gaur, 
deer and wild boars. Predators 101- 
low tlieir prey, and when migrations 
were taking place how could the 
leopard and tiger remain behind? 
However, the Pleistocene Pinjor For¬ 
mation ot the Upper "Shmaliks has 
yielded remains of a feline with a 
skull slightly smaller than that of 
the present tiger but othetwise com¬ 
parable. 

T^HE tiger’s colour and pattern hint 
1 at its evolution in tall grass¬ 
lands interspersed with forests, sub¬ 
jected to dessication and perhaps 
grass fires. Such conditions did not 
prevail in Siberia during Tertiary 
and early Quaternary times, and it 
stems far more likely that the tiger 
entered India from the north-west 
like so many of its piey animals. The 
presence of the leopard in Sri Lanka 
and the absence of the tiger gives a 
clue to the time of the latter’s arri¬ 
val in India. The leopard is not a 
swimmer but the tiger is; the leo¬ 
pard may have reached the island 
before the straits separated it from 
the mainland, but the tiger may have 
arrived after the gap widened be¬ 
yond his swimming capacity. 

The Indian Tiger is a creature of 
hypnotic power and fascination A 
glimpse through green foliage of the 
sleek golden body gliding by like a 
phantom is an experience that no 
words can describe. What a marve¬ 
llous skin the animal has! The more 
one sees of this beautiful beast the 
more one is charmed by its gorgeous 
colour, the vivid pattern of the stri¬ 
pes on the glossy skin, the strength 
of the muscles and the grace of the 
tiger’s movements. But the colours 
and patterns, of course, were nor 
devised merely for our admiration; 



they serve as camouflage, allowing 
.he tiger to sui prise Tus prey in 
many different environments. The 
broken series of transverse stripes of 
various lengths and widths arise 
from the dorsal line and end towards 
the vential surface of the body. 
These and the horizontal stripes on 
the limbs, the rings on the tail, the 
orange colour fading to fawn and 
white below, and the combination of 
exquisite dots and dashes on the 
face make a complicated and hypno¬ 
tic pattern. In grassland the yellow 
of the body merges with dry grass 
and the broken black stripes resem¬ 
ble the shadows of the leaves. In 
bamboo forests the tiger blends 
with the yellow of the stems; when 
he is hiding under a sal or lantana 


bush the stripes look hke shadows of 
the branches. In dry deciduous 
forests the brownish-yellow foliage 
and patchy shadows make a back¬ 
ground against which the animal is 
almost invisible. Even when he is 
sitting cooling himself in water the 
dazzling sun confuses the eye and a 
tiger can easily he taken for a river 
boulder. 

The tiger’s pattern and colouring, 
which seem so conspicuous at close 
quarters, are completely deceptive 
in the jungle. The changing light 
and shade in the forest makes every 
tiger a bush and every bush a tiger. 
Many a time I have seen a tiger 
only after my elephant had almost 
stepped on it. Even in burnt forest 
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a tiger merges with the pattern of 
the burnt and unburnt grass. Even 
if you do manage to make out the 
tiger’s contours, the moment you 
shift your view you will have great 
difficulty in rediscovering this huge, 
heavily built aniiaal who may be 
sitting hardly 20 feet away from 
you. No description can ever con¬ 
vey the many different aspects of a 
tiger seen in different environments, 
just as it can never convey the ex¬ 
citement of a sighting. 

The foot markings display indivi¬ 
dual characters, but there are diffi¬ 
culties in trying to identify a parti¬ 
cular tiger by this means when more 
than one is operating in one area, 

, especially when they are of the same 
age and sex. George Schaller, wor¬ 
king in Kanha National Park, de¬ 
pended on markings around the 
eyes; but these differ on each side 
and can also look different depend¬ 
ing on the mood of the tiger and 
the angle from which they ar<8 
viewed. The sighting of tigers un¬ 
der good lighting conditions—as, for 
example, lions can be viewed on the 
Serengeti plains in East Africa—is 
seldom possible, and the difficulties 
of photographing eye markings and 
whisker patterns for purposes of 
identification are enormous. If the 
individuals are seen repeatedly, as 
in Kanha Park or a zoo, facial cha¬ 
racters can be recognised fairly 
easily; but they are of very limited 
application in general. 

W HAT is the purpose of the 
tiger’s camouflage? Most of his 
hunting is done after dark, to it 
would seem that it is more a means 
of defence When he is resting dur¬ 
ing the day. But who is his enemy, 
other thap man? The answer ■ is if 


he were conspicuous creatures mat 
are active during the day, would 
announce his presence and he would 
get no peace. The tiger’s pattern 
of double stripes enables, him to 
merge with the landscape of reeds 
and elephant grass, and he can thus 
get to within striking distance of 
his prey without being seen. His 
black stripes also break the solid 
appearance of the tiger’s outline 
during twilight—his principal hunt¬ 
ing hours when in a man-free habi¬ 
tat. 

The tiger lives alone. Curiously, 
he is one of the least studied ani¬ 
mals, and even such a vital question 
as whether tigers live alone or in 
pairs or family units has been much 
disputed and was one of the major 
queries I set out to answer. There 
are good reasons for the tiger’s soli¬ 
tary way of life. Thick forest or 
woodland with limited visibility 
would be no help in the manoeuvres 
of communal stalking or chasing. 
Woodlands are far less productive 
of prey* than open country, and the 
presence of more than one predator 
in a given area would be unecono¬ 
mic; sharing food would cause com¬ 
petition within the species and there 
would be more chance of disturbing 
the prey. (Those who are familiar 
with bush warfare and sniper acti¬ 
vity will know that it is the indivi¬ 
dual soldier who conceals himself 
for an effective kill.) 

The individualistic behaviour of 
the tiger is thus an extremely effi¬ 
cient adaptive mechanism. His out¬ 
put of energy is fully compensated 
tor by the input gained by exclusive 
feeding. By jealously guarding his 
kill and returning to eat the last 
scrap of meat he leaves very little 
for his camp-followers, although 


human hunters ol course exploit tins , 
habit of ‘'returning to the kill”. 
Lions and wild dogs do not return 
as nothing is left after a pride or 
pack has finished its meal. 

The tiger depends far more on . 
hearing than on scent or sight, espe¬ 
cially in closed forests where visibi¬ 
lity is poor. Hunters know that the 
slightest metallic sound from their ’ 
rifle will cause a tiger to bott. and 
it is said that he can even hoar the ; 
breathing of a hunter inside a hide 
or from a machan. Although he , 
takes no notice of rustling branches j 
or sweeping grass, the breaking of ; 
a dry twig under a human foot is j 
another matter. A tiger's M(ise of 
hearing enables him to judlo the ; 
species of his prey. Once l witched 
a sleeping tiger; he paid no atten¬ 
tion when a mongoose waited 
through dry leaf litter, but lifted his 
head when a jackal passed the **me 
way. With the first sound of rolling} 
stones produced by a herd of sam- ' 
ber, however, he immediately got up, 
and fixed his eyes in their direction.’ 

? 

A tiger has bulging eyes which; 
give him a wide-angle view, but he * 
finds it difficult to see an animal; 
when it is standing still; the sligh-s 
test flicker of a tail or ear. however} 
does not escape his notice. This} 
applies especially at night, when ajj 
tiger will not be able to see prey’ 
animals standing in shadow, parti-, 
cularlv if he himself is walking In 
moonlight. I found that tigers were 
unable to detect buffalo calves sit¬ 
ting in the shade even at a distance; 
of five metres and in full view so* 
long as the calves made no move¬ 
ment. But unfortunately for the prey 
as soon as they sight a predatoi 
they become nervous and fidgety anc 
give themselves away, to be eonunu»i 
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BABUJI WOOS R. S.S. 

WITH THE B.L.D. faction in the 
Janata Party going all out to ex¬ 
ploit the Suresh-Sushma episode. 
Babu Jagjivan Ham seems to be 
angling for an understanding with 
the powerful Jana Sangh lobby. 
The Jana Sangh is delighted at 
Babuji’s offer, as Raj Naiain’s 
tirade against it has unnerved it. 
Moreover. Raj Narain is trying 
his utmost to get the Uttar Pra 
dcsh Ministry rorpnstituled so as 
to shut out the Jana Sangh from 
positions of power. And the Jana 
Sangh is in need of a powerful 
ally. 

Babuji's intentions became dear 
when he told a Press conference 
in the Capital on October 1 that 
"RSS is not a political organisa 
tion”. He went on to certify the 
RSS as an apolitical body. This 
indeed was revealing because 
Babu Jagjivan Rain had. oner 
upon a time, moved the Enter 
gency Bill in Parliament and one 
of the organisations whose activi 
ties were described as ”ann 
national” in that Bill was the RSS. 
Unfortunately the Defence Minis¬ 
ter’s remarks went largely unre 
ported in the Press because the 
Capital’s newsmen were too oceu 
pied either with the Suresh Ku 
mar affair or with the DPSA deal. 

Babuji’s new relationship with 
the Jana Sangh became more evi 
•tent on October 2 when he 
addressed a condolence meeting 
to mourn the death of RSS gene¬ 
ral secretary Madhav Rao Mulev. 
(Sikander Bakbt was the only 
other Cabinet Minister to attend 
the RSS condolence meeting.) As 
of now it seems certain that the 
new power equation in the Janata 
will bring the Jana Sangb and 
the CFD together and Hemvati 
Nandan Bahuguna and Babuji are 
certainly working overtime to 
bring about the alliance. 


NEVER BEFORE in this conser 
vattve dty has pronography 
acquired so much respectability 
as after the Suresh-Sushma sex 
capade. It has become fashion 
able here these days to talk at 
cocktail parties about these photo- 
graphs; Ministers, Secretaries to 
the Government of India, top 
flight business executives and edi¬ 
tors of newspapers are all queuing 
to see the reveal-all action pic¬ 
tures. If you want your social 
status to go up a notch or two, get 
those photographs and show it to 
all who matter. Since it is Babu- 
ii’s son and politics is mixed in P 
no one feels embarrassed about 
asking for these pictures : politics 
has become a good cover under 
which you can satisfy your voyeu¬ 
rism. The other day a newsman 
took an entire set from a collea 
cue and went about showing it to 
alt who cared for it in the South 
Block (which houses the Offices of 
the Prime Minister, the Foreign 
Minister and the Defence Minis¬ 
ter). Our colleague had bought 
the set of nine pictures from 
.someone in the Tis Hazari courts 
for Rs. 50. The roving newsman 
boasts that whoever he has shown 
those pictures to is so grateful 
that he is assurred of numerous 
future scoops in compensation. 



P.M. IN BHANGI 
COLONY ! _ 

EVERY PRIME MINISTER has 
his or her “strategists” who keep 
on dishing out schemes to make 
their leader more popular with 
the masses. The recent activities 
ot Morarjibhai’s advisers have 
convinced us that Messrs P. N. 
Haskar and P. N. Dhar were far 
more intelligent than Morgrjl’s 
men — Shankar and Tonpc. 
Recently these wise men of 1. 
Safdarjung Road forwarded to the 
Prime Minister a plan authored 
by a Ra.iya Sabha member belong¬ 
ing to the Congress (0) faction, 
according to which Morarjibhai 
was to move out of his Safdarjung 


Road bungalow ao4 live in the 
Bhangi Colony near Birla Mandir, 
where Gandhiji lived! whenever he 
tame to Delhi in 1 pre-Indepen¬ 
dence days. Fortilnately, the 
Prime Minister dismissed the 
suggestion. One doe£ really miss 
the sophisticated popularity gim¬ 
micks of yesterve<^j 


DHARAN’S PLAN _ 

FORMER HOME MINISTER 
Cbaran Singh is all set for a 
countrywide tour from Novem 
ber 15. He plans to address pub¬ 
lic meetings to explain his stand 
and also try to unmask the cor¬ 
rupt elements in the Janata 
Party. 

It seems that for the time being 
the Chaudhury has given up the 
idea of forming a new Party. In 
the first week of September he 
had a closed door meeting with 
Madhu Limaye. In this meeting 
he chalked out his future 
strategy. The Chaudhury’s first 
aim is to install a new Ministry 
in UP. after clipping the wings 
of the Jana Sangh elements. 
For that Raj Manga I Pundey and 
Satya Prakash Malaviva have 
already met him and extended 
their full support. But they are 
not ready to support Ram Naresh 
Yadav. Charan Singh has also 
decided to oust Yadav. The only 
hitch is who will be the new 
Chief Minister. They have yet to 
decide on the name. 

% 

It is interesting to note that 
Raj Mangal Pandey is a close 
associate of H. N. Bahuguna, who 
is not ready to meddle in U.P. 
politics at this juncture. There¬ 
fore, Raj Mangal Pandcy’s move¬ 
ments are independent of Bahu¬ 
guna because Pandey is rabidly 
anti-RSS and he is ready to join 
hands with anyone who is pitted 
against the RSS lobby. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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DEADPAN 


Better bak-bak than war-war 


A T the Defence Ministry's De- 
. pertinent of Peaceful Pur¬ 
poses the General looked very 
worried. 

“You civilians will never under¬ 
stand,’’ be said, despondently. 

“I hold no brief for the civi¬ 
lians,’’ I assured him. "Frankly, 
I have the greatest respect for 
war as an institution. It all be¬ 
gan with my small town cricket 
team. 1 was.” 

The General wasn’t listening. 1 
wanted to tell him how as an 
undernourished and backward Cl 
had adenoids) child I had got 
vicariously involved with our 
neighbourhood cricket team. Later 
on as a passive resisted I got in¬ 
volved with the Panzer' Division. 
And then, since we fought five 
wars, there was no dearth of 
wars to get involved in for under¬ 
nourished adults like me. But the 
General's mind was elsewhere 

“Who realises.” be said, “that 
we are fighting Tsll these wars 
for the people ?” 

“General,” ! said, moved, “you 
are not without friends—’’. 

“Who realises,” said the Gene¬ 
ral. “that we employ war for 
peaceful purposes ?” 

“Like the CHP for instance?” 

1 ventured, gingerly. 

“I pity your ignorance,” said the 
General. 

He sat there with the unhappi¬ 
ness of a misunderstood man. 
before an impressive stack of 
books which included the Publica, 
tions Div (martial slang for Publi¬ 
cations Division: and remember 
the great soldiers who went to 
war from the Information Servi¬ 
ces like Brigadier Mankekar) 
volumes of Gandhi and extensive 
commentaries on the Gita. 

The conversation had stale¬ 
mated, and so again I ventured 
clumsily, “Do you think the 
Pakistanis use war the same wav 
as we do?” 

“I*d'say yes and no,” said the 
General after a pause. “You’ve 
got to concede both the armies 
are of the same stock, as it were. 
They follow the same book, drink 
their toasts the same way, and 
even the mess-and-family-quarters 
yap-yap » the same. And what’s 


more, until recently the General 
Staff were officers coached for the 
same competitive examinations by 
the same tutorial institutions.” 

Suddenly I had an almost Clau- 
sewitzian revelation. 

“Good God, General," I said, 
“we could’ve had preds-writing 
tests instead of armed encounters, 
considering the same tutorial 
colleges coached them. We could 
have held elocution competitions, 
considering the officers were pick¬ 
ed for their style and diction.’’ 

“Ah,” said the General, “times 
have changed, and the new offi¬ 
cers on both sides pronounce 
English differently. One set with 
a Punjabi accent and the other 
with as} Urdu accent." 

1 was turned on now. 

“This is unforgivable,” I said. 
"You military guys are missing 
opportunity after opportunity. Faiz 
Ahmed Faiz was here, and you let 
our poor Hindi poets get hashed 
up by the Pakistani. You ought 
to have given the Hindi poets 
DPSA (deep penetration strike 
aircraft) support.” 


“That's very wicked,” I said. 
“After all everyone knffws that 
the accession is full, final and 
irrevocable After all, Krishna 
Menon said so." , 

“And we wouldn’t have got rid 
of Menon but for the Chinese 
aggression,” said the General. 

“We used the Chinese aggression 
for peaceful purposes, which is 
why the Chinese had to with¬ 
draw”. 

“Hold on, General !’’ I said. 
Suddenly 1 thought of the Indo- 
Pak cricket match[. 

“General" I said, "have yon 
thought of making Bishen Singh 
Bedi a Brigadier, and leaving the 
fielding to the Grenadiers ?” 

Wfe 7\ar\-vioLevb 
With 

CXCCpt those we Qunn* 


The General was shaken. 

“1 suppose we ought to have 
tried,” he admitted guiltily. 

1 was full of that Clausewitzian 
light now. 

“Remember Chandgi Ram ?’’ I 
said. “That was long ago, when 
we belonged to the Janata 
Party’s various constituents and 
such sentiments were permitted. 
Chandgi Ram was a pure vegeta¬ 
rian and would drink up a seer 
of desi ghee. He won the wrest¬ 
ling match against the Pakistani 
who was a meat eater. The vic¬ 
tory did a lot to strengthen our 
position in Kashmir. As a mem¬ 
ber of the Party and not of the 
constituent, I shouldn’t be saying 
so now.” 

“I understand," said the Gene¬ 
ral. “And as I was about to tell 
you, while we had strictly kept to 
peaceful purposes (we even dis¬ 
membered them for peaceful pur¬ 
poses) they haven't. They conti¬ 
nue to have designs on Kashmir”. 


HI 


“I'm sorry I can’t divulge classi¬ 
fied information,” said the Gene¬ 
ral. “But 1 can tell you this 
much: we’ve taken everything 
into account ” 

When 1 got home there was this 
letter from my young neice away 
in Madras. She wanted me to get 
her a session ticket for the cricket 
series. 

“Dear girl," I wrote back, “cricket 
is dangerous business. It’s not for 
girls. When we have the next 
Indo-Pak war (and it depends on 
the domestic needs of both sides) 
1 shall certainly get you here. 
And I promise you a ringside 
seat. Your dear old Uncle." 

O. V. VIJAYAN 
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VARIETY 


science 


Warming up on family planning 


L ITTLE did Sanctorius realise that 
his simple introduction, the 
clinical thermometer, in the sixteenth 
century, would one day Jbe of use in 
. promoting natural birth control. But, 
now? 

All that needs to be done is give 
a clinical thermometer—the one used 
to record body temperature—to the 
couples. The woman would be ask¬ 
ed to record her temperature before 
getting out of bed, every morning. 
She should also keep track of the 
changes in her cervical mucus. It the 
thermometer records a low tempera¬ 
ture, it Is an indication that she should 
avoid intercourse. During this period, 
the discharge of white is in plenty 
and takes the form ot the white of 
an egg. As the discharge disappears 
and temperature rises, the safe 
period of infertility begins. Sexual 
intercourse during this period in¬ 
volves practically no risk of con¬ 
ception. 

This conclusion has ' emerged 
following hectic research by the 
World Health Organisation to find 
"acceptable techniques for planning 
or preventing pregnancy by obser¬ 
ving naturally-occurring sina and 
symptoms of fertile and infertile 
periods of tbe menstrual cycle". It 


is primarily to “help couples who 
prefer not to use surgical, mechani¬ 
cal or chemical contraceptive techni¬ 
ques". 

According to Dr Joseph Andrews 
and his group, the use of the ther¬ 
mometer as a method of natural 
family planning has good acceptance. 
In a paper published in a recent 
issue of Ihe prestigious RrUvxh 
Mrdiral Journal they have do«u- 
inented the effectiveness of the 
method in 2,000 young women of 
Johannesburg The failure rate, In 
their experience, was only 0,6 per 
rent. "We regard this small ‘method 
failure’ as symbolic of failure on the 
part of the couples to follow the 
instructions properly,” they say 
towards the conclusion. 

There has also been some invest! 
gation in India. Dr A. K. Ghosh ot 
Calcutta’s National Medical College 
for instance, presented interesting 
details of his findings at the recently 
concluded 48th All India Medical 
Conference at Bombay. Over the 
past 9 years, Dr Ghosh has been in¬ 
vestigating the value of the method 
to the poor and illiterate of different 
creeds in Calcutta's slums. Mother 
Teresa'* Missionaries of Charity 
have been providing well-trained 
sisters to share the soiial and educa¬ 


tional responsibilities of the ptoject 
They visit families of all castes and 
creeds in the slums and educate 
them about the method (Dr Ghosh 
prefers to call it ‘symptothermic’) 
and its basis. 

The results have been giatifying, 
The failure rate, says Dr Ghosh, is 
about 0.5 per cent. In his own 
words: “The small number of 

failures were due to sexual relations 
In the low temperature phase, 
drunken husbands unable to abstain 
from sexual intercourse, failure to 
use condoms during the fertile 
period, lack of interest in the method 
and misunderstanding.” 

There is more to the story. Dr 
I. K. Barthakur, a specialist in agri¬ 
cultural economics in Arunncaa! 
Pradesh, recently claimed that a 
clinical thermometer can also make 
It possible to determine if coitus M 
a particular phase of ovulation ft ' 
likely to lead to the birth of a mate 
or a female baby. She has been able 
to help a few friends have children 
of sexes of their choice by thi» u 
method. She says: “The technique ’ 
has proved successful in every single 
caw where it was tried out.” 

SURAJ SUPTE 
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prize rs 30 for the entry given fust 


[KANPUR: A father was caught substitut¬ 
ing for his son at the varsity examination. 
Run Gopal, a resident of Bhogriipur, was 
detected by tbe Kotwali police while he 
Vras allegedly appearing at the DAV 
College for the BA examination in place 
of his son. The father was charged with 
cheating and sent to jail—Pioneer (Indu 
Mohan, Kanpur) 

X 

fclJNOR. Believe it or not but a Hindu 
temple in Bijnor district has a Muslim 
priest. A middle-aged Muslim cleans, 
Offers flowers, lights lamps and performs 
JHher obligations daily at a Shiva temple 
utuated near Brahmin pond in Nagina. 
Jbe temple committee also pays him 
Some monthly remuneration — Pioneer 
y&aj Gopal Mehrotra, Kanpur) 

BANGALORE: The residents of the BDA 
;aalti-storied colony in Austin Town here 
-eiebrated Ganesh Chaturthj in a unique 
yray. Hindus, Muslims and Christians 
-Ined m the celebration and the opening 
It the Shiva temple in tbe colony. Both 
'll tbe morning and in the evening when 
"Ojas were performed, a large number 
f residents — Hindus, Muslims and 
hristians — thronged the temple and 
Actively participated in tbe solemn func- 
pgs - Deccan Herald (N Raghunath. 
jadavgiri) 

YDERABAD Listeners of All India 
idio, Hyderabad received news bulletin 
om Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation 
9.30 pm instead of the scheduled 
ttional programme of talk. It > was only 
IdWay through the bulletin at 9.36 pm. 
) alert AIR man cut off the relay 
jrHer for over 30 seconds. French was 
. ( ;a#d on Hyderabad ‘A’ Radio announc¬ 
es had no apologies to listeners —Indian 
Kprw (Shyam Chandra Motaaw, 
.shikapalanam) 
re 

$)MBAY: Bombay has become a Mecca 
r the sick The governor of Mahe- 
jfctra, Mr Sadiq All, observed here 
* f that the dty was attracting more 
more sick people from all over the 


world for treatment The city, he said 
had acquired a good reputation in the 
medicat field. It attracted talent of all 
kinds from all parts of the country— 
Timet of India (C Sampath Kumar S. 
Bombav) 

SOLAN Jiyalal, a blacksmith and 
his wife had a pleasant surprise when a 
< fiance operation on the first of their all 
three daughters revealed that the child 
Is a male. A team of district hospital 
doctors comprising Dr D. C. Marwah, Dr 
B. M. Gupta and Dr R Singala, who per 
formed an operation on the four-year-old 
Sunita for a complaint of irreducaWr 
hernia, found to tneJr surprise that the 
thild had male hormone-producing organs 
inside the hernial sac —Amrita Bazai 
Patrtha (V V Bamano Rao, Jhmshedpur) 

MADRAS: Police have arrested an ex 
convict, Raju, of Coimbatore and re 
covered from him seven wristwatches 
worth Rs 3,000 in all. His modus operand) 
has been explained by the Commissioner 
of Police at a Press conference. Raju 
used to approach the patients waiting 
to have their X-rays taken and ask them 
to take off their watches since they would 
interfere with the proper taking of the 
X-ray photos. Patients thought he was 
a staff member and would return to find 
that Raju had disappeared with their 
watches — Sunday Standard (Chandra 
Manoharan, Ootacamund) 

BOMBAY: Two CBI sub-inspectors have 
been suspended for their alleged involve¬ 
ment in smuggling at Bombay Airport 
They were apprehended carrying a bag 
containing 400 smuggled wristwatches 
It is also alleged that Rs 20,000 in cash 
was seized from one of than — Times 
of India (S. M. Mehta. .Chandigarh) 

HYDERABAD: Nearly 200 members of 
the All-India Youth and Students' Federa 
tion paralysed work at the local employ¬ 
ment exchange as part of the “All-India 
action" call by the two organisations— 
Times of India (Ajit K. Patnaik, Bhanja) 


without comment 
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/ 3RSON ALLY, I don’t want to go to 
otrliament — Indira Gandhi 


is , 

^AM NOT in the clutches of Mr Raj 
Strain — Charan Singh 

POLITICAL Party in the world dis- 
t jses its funds to the public It can- 
i, 4 place all its internal problems be- 
,'•»<* the Press Funds is an < internal 
,} litter of the Party — Chandrashekhar 

. JE CPI (M-L) has all along been get- 
'j| 4 fraternal and normal support front 
£ i Communist Party of China — San 
Tib Rana. CPI (M-L) MLA in West 

St 


I MUST EXPRESS my deep misgivings 
about the course our foreign policy is 
taking by slow degrees, almost imppr 
ceptibly, if I may say so, away from 
the basic principles enunciated during 
the last thirty-one years — Madhu 
Limaye in Mainstream 

WHAT MAKES Shri Limaye assume that 
the Janata foreign policy must be a car¬ 
bon copy of Congress foreign policy ? — 
Organiser 

THE SERIES (the IndthPdk cricket 
series) will be a study in contrast, with 
a surfeit of spin bowling on the one 
hand and pace and perhaps better bat¬ 
ting on the other — Michael Brearlev 


humour in real life 



IN THE recently concluded Irani 
Trophy match between Karnataka 
and the Rest of India, one of the 
commentators noted. “As the 
Rest of India batsmen were hit¬ 
ting Karnataka all over the 
ground, Venkat closed the innings 
for he seems to be a supporter of 
the Society for Prevention of 
Cruelty to Bowlers”—R. Ganesh, 
Madras. 



A NOTICE prominently displayed 
at a Government office reads: 
"Work is warship”—O. P. Bajaj, 
Jabalpur. 

THE ADVERTISEMENT for a 
Gujarati play in Bombay reads- 
"For adults only. Even children 
below five years will not be 
allowed"—B. B. Madhiwalla, Bom¬ 
bay. 


/ 



A FRIEND of mine, whose Eng¬ 
lish is very poor, ended a letter 
to me by writing: “Don’t show 
anybody to this letter"—Malathi 
Nagappa, Trivandrum, 
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b word or two 


W E may ttpnk we know what 
wc mean by eracltcol rop 
Mimethina, but we piobably don’t 
Not fully, anyway. Kadu, m 
l.dtin, means a root • to eradicate 
something is to pull it up by the 
mots, like a plant 

l.xtnpale is very similar Strips 
means the stem of a plant To 
^ilirpatu is to pull up by the stem 
gd- or remove root and branch, as 
we might say 

Eitermtnale uses a different 
metaphor Terminus means the 
end or boundary of something. 
To exterminate, therefore, is to 
chive a man beyond the boundary 
of a state — to banish him. 
I rom this tomes the intenser 
meaning of putting an end to 
something, destroying it com 
j pletely 


I 



Moat interesting is the simple 
word cancvi. Latin concelltis 
means a lattice or a set of cross¬ 
bars. Now, we often deface a 
piece of writing by scoring it 
through with criss-cross lines — 
marking it tike a' cross-barred lat¬ 
tice. Hence anv sort of deface¬ 
ment or annulment is called a 
cancellation 

WORDSPINNER 


stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 



B ETEL-CHEWING is a very ancient pas¬ 
time. Rich m esoteric ingredients, 
the paao is a veutable delight foi con¬ 
noisseurs. Little wander that Amir 
Khusro in one of his veises says : “It 
is an excellent fruit like the flower of 
a garden, the finest fruit in Hindustan. 

The origin of the betel habit can he 
trared back to over 2,000 years. The 
most historic book of Sri Lanka Thu 
Mahavasma written in Pali mentions that 
in 504 BC a princess bitten by the betel 
bug presented her beloved with the 
coveted paan. The reference to an en¬ 
counter between Uudhgamini and Mala- 
bans in 161 BC during which the enemies, 
seeing their betel-stained lips mistakenly 
believed them wounded makes interesting 
reading. 

Indian inscriptions dating back to 473 
AD are replete with references to tam 
bula (paan). The love of this leaf by the 
Aryans made the paan a customary item 
of a woman's toilet. The predecessor of 
modern lipstick used today by sophistica¬ 
ted women, paan had the additional charm 
of a lingering, pleasant odour. 

Abul Fazal, Akbar’s celebrated histo¬ 
rian writes in his AiiM-Akbari that eating 
the leaf (betel) renders breath agreeable, 
it strengthens the gums, makes the bun 
gry satisfied and the satisfied hungry. 
The Mughal emperors were enormously 
enamoured of the palatable paan. A 
“paan bardar” skilled in the preparation 
of bteda was a favoured figure In their 
courts. 

Aurangzab, soon after proclaiming him¬ 
self emperor, sent an emissary to win 
over Shah Abbas, King of Persia. Tarblyat 
Khan, who was chosen for this mission, 
carried with him precious gifts for the 
Persian king. However, Aurangzcb mado 
separate arrangements to sec to it that 
the best paan leaves reached Isfahan 
fresh when his ambassador arrived. 

Explorers and travellers like Marco 
Polo, John Marshall, Ad-er-Razrak, Carerl 
and Gacia de Orta have made interesting 
observations about the paan-thewing 
Indian custom. Dr Linschoten, a Dutch 


traveller, who visited India d-ing the 
17th century, wiote that betel ‘reserves 
the tceih, strengthens the vtoiicb anil 
cures and presei ves a tainted >reath.” 
Manrique, the Portuguese travc»r who 
visited India during Shah Jahan'regime 
has also expiesscd the same vie John 
Marshr.ll, an Englishman, whovas in 
India from 1658 to 1672, noticed lothcr 
use for the betel, as a contracepie Its 
tender roots were powdered andnixecl 
with ground pepper to form the ferun- 
ner of the Pill. 

There are people who would j to 
anv length to get their favourite aan. 
There was a politician in jail who rent 
on a hunger strike just to get his bou¬ 
rne paan. There was also a Chief blis¬ 
ter of UP who used to get his paanup. 
plied to him by air. 

King Ananta of Kashmir, who red 
from 1028 to 1063 AD, even mortgted 
his crown and royal insignia to gt* 
regular supply of paan and obr 
luxuries. 

The paan leaf does not grow in e 
cold climate of Kashmir and bad, the- 
fore, to be imported at great cost fn 
outside. An unscrupulous trader call 
Padamraja was the supplier of luxv 
items to the king and used to pocket • 
most a major part of the State jrevem 
The king had to sell his jewellery a 
even pawn his crown and throne to de 
his debts to Padamraja. 

When even the State emblems we r 
pawned for the sake of paan, his quee 
Suryamata, felt ashamed and dedded i 
act. She took the administration in hi 
bands and forbade not only gala partle 
but also paan chewing in the palace. Sh 
cleared Padamraja’s debts from her ow 
funds and got the royal insignia release 
from the tiadcr. 

In Maharashtra, a ceremony bas bed! 
in vogue for marriage celebrations. Tfa 
bride and bridegroom sit facing eacl 
other bolding the two ends of a ling! 
‘beeda’ of paan in their mouths. At 
given signal, they tear it apart with tbel 
teeth in the presence of wedding quest; 
This ceremony of ripping the paan cause 
the couples’ lips to meet — the closes ( 
approach to the kiss in public. i 

Dr Henderson’s recent research i 
chemical therapeutics on the betel lee t 
revealed that there are four differan 
rhemlcal constituent* In the root, the tic, 
the lines across and the rdst of it, wffl 
different chemical effects or properties 
The stem of the leaf contain* a jwlWf 
which interferes with the growth of 
positively retards the oxi-haemoglobln *- 
the body and therefore ought to bt 
avoided. The tip contains what is know? 
as ‘aphrodisiac of the third degree' fr 
scientific parlance. 

D.K. DIXIT 
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VARIETY 



chess 


Position No. 13 



Continuation of Position No. 11 

This was a brilliancy from the hands o( a 
player who is no longer, alas, active. It is 
from tho game Letelier-Fischer, Leipzig 
Olympiad. I960 - 4 r 1 k t; ppq3bp; 

2 kt 1 r kt p 1; 5p2; 2P2P2: 4RBKI1; 
PP3K 1 P, RO2 R3 

OP King's Indian Defence 

White: Letelier Black; Fischer 

I. P—04. Kt—KB3. 7. P—QB4*P —KKI3: 3. 
KI—QB3, B -Kt2, 4. P-K4, 0-0: S. P- -K5. 
Premature as it overstretches White's pawn 
centre, belter was P—B3 or P—KKt3 

S. , Kt—KI; 6. P--B4, P—03; 7. H—K3. 
P-OB4I; 8. P x BP, Kt- 083; 9. BPxP It 
would have been better to have retrained 
trom grabbing pawns and to have played 
simply 9 KI—B3. B— Kt5; 10 B—K2 9. . 
PxP, TO. Kt—K4. and now better was 10. 
Kt—83, to which Fischer intended replying 
B— K15 to. . , B— B4; 11. Kt— Kt3, a weak 
move; preferable was 11 Kt x P. 

II. . B—K3; 12.Kt—B3.Q—B2:13.Q—Ktl. 
PxP; 14. P—KBS. P—K5. IS. PxB, PxKt; 
16. PxP, P--B4; threatening P— B5. 
17TP-B4, KI—B3; IS. B—K2, KR- KI; 19. 
K—B2. RxP; 20. R~K1, OR—KI 21. 
B—B3. and now we have the position. 21. . 
BxB;22. RxR. RxR:23. KxR. QxPch. 
White resigns, since H 24. K x Q, B—R3 mate 
and atter 24. K—B2, Kt-Kt5 ch, 25 K—Kt2, 
Kt—K6 ch; 26. K—82, Kt—05: 27. O—R1, 
Kt—Kt5 Ch; 28. K—B1. KtxB. and Black 
wins. 

Bobby Fischer 

The example given above ol the former 
world champion's lively genius reminds one 
of what is missing in world chess: the 
dynamic quality that is the stamp of genius. 
When Fischer was last in action, at Reyk¬ 
javik in 1972, his second was grandmaster 
Lombardy and I remember the latter 
remarking to me that what moat struck him 
about Fischer's play was his capacity for 
making the position come alive. Here, from 
about the same period as the game against 
Letelier, is a typical example of this wonder¬ 
ful faculty of enlivening matters. 

White: R. Fischer, Black: H. Berliner 
New York, 1960 Alekhine Defence 
1. P—K4. Kt—KB3: 2. P—K5. Kt—04; 3. 
P—04, P—03; 4. P-QB4. Kt-KO; 5. P x P, 
BPxP; 6. Kt—003, P—Kt3; T. B—03. 
B—KtP; f KKt—K2. Kt—83; 9. B-K3.0-0; 
10. 0-0. P-K4. 11. P—05. Kt—K2; 12. 
P—QKt3, Kt—02; thia chokes up his posi¬ 
tion; correct was 12. . , B—04 and If 13. 
Kt—K4, BxKt; 14. 0X0. P—04: 


13. Kt -K4, Kt—KB4; 14. B—Kt5, P -B3; IS. 
B—02. Kt—B4; wrongly allowing While a 
passed pawn, best was 15. . . Q—B2. 

16. KtxKt, PxKt; 17. BxKt, 0*6; 18. 
P -B4, PxP; 19. Kt x P. 0-03; 26. Kt—RS, 
OR—Kt; 21. KtxB. KxKt; 22. B—B4, 
0-02; 23. 0—02. R—B2. 24. B-B6 ch. 
K—Ktl; 25. OR—KI. R(B2J-K2. 26. RxR, 
QxR; 27. P—KR3, 0-K5 and not 27 . 
O—K7; 28 0x0, RxO; 29. P—KKt4, fol¬ 
lowed by 30. . . R x P. 

28. 0—KB2. 0—K2; 26. P—KKt4, B—06; 30. 
R—Q1, B—K5; 31. P—06. Q—K4; 32. 
B—B4, O—B6. 33. P—07, R—Ol; 34. 
O—K2, Q—B6, 3$. 0x0. BxQ; 36. B-B7. 
resigns 

HARRY GOLOMBEK 


bridge 


WOULD the words 'deceptive entry-creating 
gambit' mean much to you? The best 
known example occurs when a suit Is distri¬ 
buted in this fashion: 


A A 10 x x x 

t UJ* A x x 

A K x x 


The opening lead against a notrump con¬ 
tract has established winners in the East 
hand. South, needing lo develop the suit 
shown, leads the King, followed by a low 
one Clever West drop the Queen under the 
King. This looks like an unblock trom Ox. 
so declarer Is afraid to clear the suit and 
seeks his fortune elsewhere. 

According to Geza Ottlik, such plays were 
common coin in Budapest belore the war. 
He gives this example; 


Dealer, North. N-S vulnerable. 


A 

7 5 3 

¥ 

A 0 J 

♦ 

A 9 

A 

0 J 9 7 4 

A 8 

N 

¥97643 

W E 

8 0 8 6 2 

c 

A K 10 6 

9 


A A J 6 2 
» K 10 8 
♦ K J 5 
A 6 5 2 


A KQ1094 
¥ 5 2 
♦ 10 7 4 3 
A A 3 


At rubber bridge the bidding went. 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

- - 1A 1A 

2NT No 3NT No 

No No 

West’s lead ol the 8 ot spades was 
covered by the 9 and Jack. It doesn't look 
difficult now to make ten tricks, does It? The 
clubs lie well, so South can hardly tall to 
make three tricks in clubs, three in hearts, 
two in diamonds and two In spades. How¬ 
ever . . . 

At trick two declarer led a club to the Jack 
and Ace. East led the King of spades, South 
won - and West released the King of ctubsl 

You see what this suggested to the 
declarer? It looked as though West, with an 
original holding of A K x. had thrown the 
King to create an entry tor his partner's 
remaining 10 x. 

Abandoning the clubs, South crossed to 
the Ace ot diamonds and finessed the Jack 
on the way back West won and exited with 
a low diamond to the 10 and King. Declarer 
cashed three rounds of hearts. East discard¬ 
ing a spade. Then, believing East’s last (our 
cards to be A Q10 and A 10 x. South exiled 
with a spade. Instead. East produced a 
diamond and Weal made the rest of the 
tricks. Twp down! 

TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1. In which film is Muhammad Ail 
due to play a role ? 

2. Where would you find a crush 
bar ? 

3. What do the letters 8 C. refer 
to when applied to a soldier? 

4. What did Judson and Sundback 
invent ? 

5. Who said "When Barbarossa 
opens the world will hold its 
breath"? 

6. What, in the previous question, 
was Barbarossa the code word for ? 

7. According to Greek mythology, 
of what people was Achilles the 
king ? 

8. What was Operation Blue Book ? 

9. What was the name of the war 
fought in Europe from 431 to 
401 B.C.? 

10. What, traditionally, was the 
profession of Peeping Tom, who 
taw Lady Godiva in the nude ? 

11. Who was nicknamed Dizzy ? 

12. Who founded the Positivist 
School of Philosophy? 

13. What was the name of the last 
person to die of smallpox ? 

14. What are the components of 
babbit metal ? 

15. Why Is a T-shirt so called ? 
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Even before a child is bom. his 
teeth and bones begin to 
form. From infancy through 
r the growing years, calcium 
► is vital 

If your child does not get 
sufficient calcium at any stage 
of his growth, it could be too 
late Start him on Calcium- 
Sanrioz. Today 

^ .. 'v Pour tablets a day of 
Calcium-Sanrioz 







,4p.-V 


°rn. his provide essential calcium 
>egin to through the growing years and 
through build strong teeth and healthy 
calcium bones Fortified with vitamins 
ls v,,al C, D and B12, Calcium-Sando 2 
not net ,a hlets have a delicious 
v stacie vanilla flavour which 

H Z lov.. 

ilcium- * . , 

Todav Calcium-Sandoz — the 
world'* best calcium 
day of developed by Sandoz in 
Sanrioz Switzerland. 

Idum-Sandof 

For strong teeth a 1 
and healthy bones 

.__ san6oz | 
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ARIES (March 21 — April 20) This week will 
- nT, bring success and happiness, especially through 
young people. But elders may experience some 
anxiety. Children and young friends will con- 
■ iv ‘ tribute to your happiness. Your financial posl- 
. tion will Improve gradually Your health may not be 
absolutely perfect Disappointment in love Is also indicated. 
Good dates: 22, 23, 24 and 26 Lucky numbers: 3 and 8. 
Favourable direction: South. 


n,, v . LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) Choose 
your friends carefully and do not embark upon 
MiUn questionable love adventures: you are likely to 
/|\ j l\\ be disappointed. Safeguard your own health 
vjcJLjL j and that of womenfolk In the family. Attend to 
vocational matters and business affairs. Plans which are 
well-concealed will lead to success. Good dates: 22, 26, 27 
and 28 Lucky numbers: 3 and 10. Favourable direction; 
West 


TAURUS (April 21 — May 22) Y6u will be 
tr J praised by your relatives and friends. This 
f,'0 ' u should be a very busy week for you. Officers 
Ay " • i are likely to be promoted or transferred. Some 
" * f ' * people will go in for new clothes, ornaments, 
presents and vehicles. You will acquire new friends. Good 
dates: 23. 25. 27 and 28 Lucky numbers: 1 and 3. Favour¬ 
able direction: East 


t ' f GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) You will experl- 
ence new pnobtems. Your health will not be 
■'w good. You need plerty of rest to regain mental 
r J . , > peace. The results of your activities will not 
' ‘ ' be commensurate with your efforts. Generally 

a dull week for you. A lon§ tourney is on the cards. Letters 
from distant places will bring good news. Good dates: 23, 
24 and 26. Lucky numbers: 1 and S. Favourable direc¬ 
tions: North and West 


i j CANCER (June 22 — July 22) Do not give up 
« K-rvfjy a* this crucial hour. Things are not as bad as 
• i tVLM’ you think. Those In politics will gain fame and 
/. 4 A popularity. You will not find it difficult to make 
11 - both ends meet. There Is no need to worry 

about pending suits and debts. You will gain In sports, 
speculation and gambling. A journey is likely to be the 
solution to a major problem. Good dates: 23, 25, 26 and 
28. Lucky numbers: 4 and 9. Favourable direction: North. 


LEO (July 23 — August 22) Mot'S than average 
ML jV success is Indicated this week. Partnership 
yCVylx ventures are presaged. You will gain a lot of 
AvvJQyf j money from unexpected sources. Do not 
hesitate In taking decisions. Holidays are likely 
1 to be pleasant, Your home front will remain lively and plea¬ 
sant A good week for love and matrimonial affairs. Letters 
will lead to anxiety. Good datas: 22, 23, 25' and 27. 
Lucky numbers; 3 and 6 . Favourable directions: West and 
South. 


.. , VIRGO (August 23 — September 22) Your deal- 
&yi\ 1 tngs will prove fruitful. Unexpected benefits may 
\ accrue. However, deal tactfully-with those In 
f m J authority. You may face strong opposition this 
ftviW v week. Love affairs and law suits will not affect 
your original plans. Financially, this Is a lucky period. You 
will be suitably rewarded for your sincere work. At the 
weekend a short journey Is expected. Good dates: 22, 
23,29 and 28. Micky numbers: 3 and 9. Favourable <Hreo> 
Hons: North and East. 


*, 8CORPIO (October 23 — November 21) A period 
Sjk,ts i ol trial lor businessmen and office-bearers. 

Keep your word and be a little more careful 
WW\J with your superiors. Businessmen should be 
f v >3 careful If undertaking contracts or signing 
agreements. Love affairs are likely to be In the doldrums. 
Gradual Improvement on the financial front Is indicated. 
You will easily solve your domestic problems and regain 
mental peace. Good dales: 24, 25 and 26. Lucky numbers: 
1 and 9 Favourable direction; South 

Qte%j SAGITTARIUS (November 22 — Dece mb er 22) 

A. Vvl Your financial position will Improve rapidly. 
Cjftfc There Is a chance of promotion. A secret 
, matter progresses beyond your expectation. 
™ - v -‘' Adopt novel and original Ideas In business; 
these wilt pay off handsomely. Alt documents and corre¬ 
spondence need minute perusal. Give Importance to 
domestic Issues which will bring you happiness. Ladles 
will receive gilts A pleasant week on the whole. Good 
dates: 22, 23. 24 and 25 Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Favour¬ 
able direction: North. 

m-y < j CAPRICORN (December 23 — January 20) 

e © Minor gains through an elderly female relative 

w&A are likely. Nonetheless, anxiety and even loss 

(through misplaced documents and mls-etate- 
^ ments Is indicated. Pleasure In your domestic 

life and in social circles Is foreseen. You are very ctose 
to your cherished goal. You may have to meet high officials. 
Good dates: 23. 24, 26 and 28. Lucky numbers: 2 and 8. 
Favourable directions: East and South. 

AQUARIUS (January 21 — February 19) This 
week will be notable for unexpected events that 
will benefit you. Financial gains era likely. 
Attend to business, peruse correspondence care- 
'~'=- --- y fully and avoid litigation. Things are moving 
well for you Relatives and friends will shower praise on 
you. Medical expenditure Is likely to go up In your family. 
Long journeys are also indicated. Good dates: 23, 24, 28 
and 26. Lucky numbers : 2 and 4. Favourable dtrecttona: 
East and South. 


PISCES (February 20 — March 20) Despite 
,roubte ’ involving property, inheritance and law- 
Ax/Sy* suits, a successful and happy week is forecast 
Social activities and sound health are also 
Indicated. Financial expansion is likely. This 
may, however, be accompanied by anxiety. Domestic prob¬ 
lems will be hard to solve. You will be a guest at the week¬ 
end. Good dates: 23. 24 and 26. Lucky numbers: 9 and 10. 
Favourable direction: North. 


M. B. RAMAN 
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"I am not a reformist so I don't see a 
reason why my movies should carry 
any such message" 



Richard Roth came to India [or the Wild Life Fund of India weeklong 
celebrations, co-sponsored try Welcomhotel Maury a, Air India and Chanakya 
theatre. From left to right in the picture are : Mrs Galbraith, wife of 
Mr Kenneth Galbraith, Mr Richard Roth, Mr Daltp Mathai, president. 
World Wildlife Fund, India, Mr R, K. Lakshmav. managing director, FTC 
Ltd., Welcomhotels and Indovilles. 


Thirty eight-year old RICHARD 
ROTH—the producer of the movie 
"Julia ”—ts an artiste in all senses of 
the word. A soft-spoken bachelor, 
he is essentially a tnan who appre¬ 
ciates the creative efforts of others. 
But, as ONKAR SINGH and GEETA 
LIJTHRA discovered, he will not, 
under any circumstances, emulate 
anybody's ideas as stepping stones 
towards his own success. 


Q: What Inspired you to produce 
“Julia"? 

A: “Julia” came at a time when I 
was desperately looking for a good 
script. I was in Mexico having a 
holiday when 1 came across the book 
and thought it was terrific. It was 
simply superb reading. It had every¬ 
thing that one could have asked for. 
It had a rich story, good central 
characters, a throbbing atmosphere, 
an unusual theme and above ail. 
deep emotional involvement. “Julia” 
is the story of two women. Lillian 
and Julia (played by Jane Fonda and 
Vanessa Redgrave). It is the story 
of a writer and her chance involve¬ 
ment with the Nazis and her hazy 
recollections. Once I had read the 
story, l was determined to produce a 
movie on the subject if possible, and 
1 am glad I have been able tu do so. 

Q : Considering that this was 
your maiden performance as a pro¬ 
ducer. what were the difficulties you 
faced? 

A : Well, first of all I proceeded to 
purchase the rights of the book. I 
had assumed that somebody must 
have purchased the rights prior to 
my attempt, but to my surprise all 
that 1 had to do was to pay $ 7,500 
and the story was mine. It was a 
reasonable amount for such a fas¬ 
cinating story. Previously, due o 
the lack of sufficient finances, what¬ 
ever scripts I had come across were 
either unsuitable or I couldn’t afford 
better scripts with higher costs. 
Raving purchased the story, I con¬ 
tacted Jane Fonda. She went through 
the story and gave her consent to 
associate her name with the venture. 

Q: How did yow manage the fin¬ 
ances? ‘ 

A: It was easy thereafter. I went 
to 20th Century Fox, informed them 
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of Jane’s commitment and told them 
that Fred Zinnermann had agreed to 
direct the film. This was enough to 
obtain financial backing. 

Q: “Julia” waa your venture, but 
you did not direct it. Why? 

A. I would have loved to direct 
“Julia”, but who would have financ¬ 
ed an unknown entity like me? I had 
no name 1 

0. What are you producing next? 

A. I am now going to produce a 
film about Cuba in 1958. ft’s called 
“Havana”. After that I intend to 
direct and produce movies myself. 

Q : What aort of movies would you 
like to produce? 

A: The basic theme of a Richard 
Roth movie would be something pro¬ 


found. emotional and of great signi¬ 
ficance. I am not a reformist, let’s 
make no mistake about that, so I 
didn't sec a reason why my movies 
should carry any such message. On 
the other hand, I would not produce 
a movie which is purely light enter¬ 
tainment. 

Q: Was film production an alter¬ 
native to your disillusionment with 
law? 

A: I never practised law; I was 
always inclined towards films. Law 
was just a part of my academic 
carrier. When it came to my choice 
of career, I walked into Universal 
Studios in search of a job. An in* 
different background and absence of 
experience necessitated a year's 
apprenticeship but my determination 
did not dwindle and I struck on to 
my choice of being a producer. 
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toothpaste and month wash in one 
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For close up situations like this 

you need new Close Up—a totally new idea 

in toothpastes It has a real mouthwash 

that leaves your breath close-up fresh— and 

two special ingredients to get your 

teeth close-up white 

Available m Calcutta and selected 
towns of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Goa, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 
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Must you suffer chapped skin and 
cracked lips every winter? 

Protect yourself these four ways! 



li 


1 All those l»t, steamy baths you have 
every winter morning don’t help a bit. 

You end up losing vital moisture and your 
skin becomes scaly and dry. 

Bathe in tepid water if you can’t stand 
the thought of cold bains. 


2 If you don’t have the time to oil yourself, 
try this quick,simple alternative. 

After your bath,put in a few drops of 
olive oil-even coconut oil will do—into a 
mug of warm water and splash it all over 
your body. Then just pat yourself dry 
with a towel. 





3 Those winter winds raise 
a lot of dust. And dirt and cracked skin 
are a dangerous combination. 

A good home remedy is a’maida’ and 
milk paste rubbed into the skin 
Just see the dirt come out and your 
skin glow. 


4 Boroline is a must in winter 
as a skin conditioner. 

issage the gentle, nourishing cream 


into all the affected areas-your face, lips, arms, 
neck, hands.elbows,waist and feet. 

Boroline helps prevent chapping, 
peeling and rashes. 

It also works as an antiseptic for 
minor cuts and abrasions arid protects 
cracked skin from infection. 


ANTISEPTIC PERFUMED CREAM 

BOROLINE 


Protects your skin 
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Get yourself a Dynamicand Powerful Body- 
results you can see in only 14 days 


Standing in front of your bedroom 
mirror it s so easy to fool yourself 
aboutyourphysicalcondition Do you 
honest/y have a physique that some 
men envy and others admire? If not 
here s news that will astound you An 
utterly revolutionary new kind of 
body builder has been designed to 
give you the kind of physique you vs 
always wanted—in a matter of only 
weeks I Imagine yourself witt steel- 


hard muscles powerful man si*ed 
biceps thiqhs like massive tree 
trunksl Now you can turn it into 
realityl This new device is called 
Bullworker It simply uses the latest 
scientificlsotonir/lsometricpnnciples 
to pack dynamic new strength and 
vigour into your whole body many 
times faster than conventional techm 
ques AND you can prove it for your¬ 
self In only 14 days' 


means you can 
actually watch 
your muscle power 
G-R-O-WI-N G 
day by day 1 j 


As you compress the Bullworker 
the force of your muscles slides 
the power gauge along a 
specially caltberated scale , 

So each day you can see at a w 
glance the massive met ease w 
in power which you achieve 
for every group of w j 

muscles in your body / 1 

And remember it takes f * 
only 5 minutes a day 1 jr / 
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Returning 
on our fust 
nun stop flights 
tail be u dtlightful treat You get 
moie time in London, or arrive 
home eailier Twice a week from 
I ondon to Delhi and then to 
Bombay And twice a week from 
London duett to Bombay 
Delectable food, super service Maybe 
you’ll wish it would go on a little longer 


Something good going for you 



Catch my 
non-stop London-Retum. 
Four times a week. 
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Chlkmagaiur has been chosen by Mrs Indira Gandhi as a 
“safe" constituency in a “safe" State, Karnataka; quite 
logically, it Is ridiculous to expect her to choose a 
“dangerous" constituency on her way to Parliament. 

Her supporters are confident that she will win by a margin 
of at least a lakh of votes. But Is that very certain ? 

The Janata Party has picked Itself up, and is waging a 
strong battle on admittedly hostile territory. In fact, the 
Party believes that It will win this seat precisely because 
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Jagilvan Ram has the 
distinction of being In the 
Indian cabinet for over three 
decades. A force to reckon 
with In the Janata Party, the 
Defence Minister Is confident 
that Mrs Gandhi will meet 
her Waterloo at 
Chlkmagaiur. In his long 
Interview with AJOY BOSE, 
he discusses the possibility 
of a major Cabinet reshuffle, 
the rise In atrocities on 
Harljans and the role which 
8wya Is playing In the mud- 
sllnglng campaign against 
him. 
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In the recently concluded 35th National Soccer 
Championships at Srinagar, Bengal dispelled Its Initial 
anxiety, and retained the trophy. Goa put up a sterling 
performance, but were beaten m the final encounter by a 
eoitary goal. P, K. BANERJEE analyses the championship. 
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Disappointing 

performance 

O LGA TELLIS’s report on the role 
of the erstwhile socialists in the 
Janata "A ‘Quit Janata’ move¬ 
ment?” (September 24) reveals in 
striking detail, their gradual intoxi¬ 
cation with power. Although the 
socialists have been offered major 
governmental responsibilities, they 
have failed to impress. Rather, they 
have persisted with their differences, 
which may encourage the tendencies 
toward a split in the Janata. Except 
for Mr George Fernandes, no social¬ 
ist Minister was able to bring about 
any change in the functioning of his 
Ministry. Mr Raj Narain has only 
paid lip service to various health 
projects. It is ridiculous that Dr Ram 
Manohar Lohia’s name should be 
associated with such men. 

B. N. Mtshra, Jamshedpur 

? UOTING from Louis Fischer, Miss 
ellis seeks to create the impres¬ 
sion that Gandhiji wanted to 
curb the Birlas and Tatas to estab¬ 
lish an egalitarian society. On the 
contrary, Louis Fischer had himself 
recorded the political and economic 
benefit the Birlas and Tatas had 
derived from Gandhiji. According to 
him Birla used to spend “an esti¬ 
mated fifty thousand rupees a year” 
on the ashram in Delhi Harijan 
Colony which' Gandhi used as nis 
headquarters in Delhi. “In addition 
Birla backed many welfare institu¬ 
tions m which Gandhi was interest¬ 
ed His outlay for Gandhian institu¬ 
tions ran into millions of rupees. 


even business advantage for he 
learned many political secrets from 
the Mahatma,” Mr Fischer writes in 
his I he Life of Mahatma Gandhi 
R. Sen Gupta, Calcutta 
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THE interview with Mr Madhu 
Limaye “Janata never developed any 
political perspective” by Olga Teliis 
gives a true picture of the ruling 
Party. It is good to see that some 
leaders are trying to find a solution 
to the problems facing the country. 
Ram Voidya, Kalyon 

MR MADHU LlMAYEs views are 
frank and realistic, which is a rarity 
among Janata leaders. Mr Limaye 
is the only one Who has cared to> 
see the Janata Party with clear eyes. 
M. S. Prasad, Nellore 

WITH reference to Mr Madhu 
Limaye’s demand for nationalisation 
of sugar, textile and other industries, 
what good can be achieved by 
nationalisation ? Our experience with 
bank and insurance nationalisation 
has been bitter. If industrialists can 
continue exploitation even after 
nationalisation, it is either the em¬ 
ployees of banks and insurance com 
panies or politicians who are to 
blame. 

Satyapnya, Bangalore 

MR MADHU LIMAYE was unim- 
pressive in his interview However 
much politicians may choose to wash 
their dirty linen in public, it is 
dear the Janata Party is not going 
to split. The Janata governments in 
the Centre and the States are sure 
to complete their five-year terms. 
Even Mr Limaye in his interview 
has not critidsed the Party in a way 
to suggest an agitation or split with¬ 
in it. 

K. Govvnd, Kuttipuram 

MR LIMAYE says he resigned a» 

f eneral secretary of the Janata 
'arty because Mr Chandrasbekhar 
was a nominated president and was 
avoiding organisational elections. 
Did it occur to him that he was 
himself appointed by the nominated 
president ? And has his resignation 
made organisational elections more 
likely ? 

5. P. Padhi, Kuchindi 

IT IS misleading on Mr Limaye’s 
part to state that he resigned his 
Party post because he wanted to 
retain his image as an “honest, 
courageous and progressive public 
worker”. There is bound to be oppo¬ 
sition from certain sections to any 
noble idea. Mr Limaye was expected 
to fight these forces rather than 
give way. 

Suresh Prabhu, Bangalore 

MR LIMAYE is not competent to 
Criticise the Janata Government be¬ 
cause he was himself responsible 
for the failure of the Janata In 
toe South. As a general secretary 
of the Party he was responsible for 
giving Party tickets to defectors in 
the Assembly polls. Mr Limaye was 
also never firm in his decisions. 
Satyam, Hyderabad 


Criminal neglect 

r PHE callousness and inefficiency of 
a the Delhi Police brought to fight 
by Braj Mohan in “Police negli¬ 
gence in Delhi: the worst crime” 
(October 1) is also true of the 
Bombay police. Though Billa was 
caught and imprisoned twice, the 
fact that he managed to escape 
twice is an indication of the ineffi¬ 
ciency of the Bombay police. 

K. S. Shrtnivas, Bombay 

I WOULD like to relate another 
shocking instance of police negli¬ 
gence in my home district Chura- 
chandpur. In June 1977 three men 
lobbed a petty village chief. Three 
months after the crime, when the 
police had still found no clues to 
the robbery, the victim referred his 
case to the town’s welfare associa¬ 
tion Shortly, the association corner¬ 
ed one of the looters. The police 
then intervened in favour of the 
gangster and arrested some volun¬ 
teers of the association, who were 
latei released unconditionally. How 
much longer can we trust the police’ 
Royal T . tlangto, Churarhandpur 
( Mantpur ). 

MR MOHAN’s article was an eve- 
opener. Police negligence is a com¬ 
mon phenomenon throughout Jhe 
country The police cater mostly to 
the elite sections of society They do 
not serve the interests of the com 
mon people 

Ranjan koshte, Hyderabad. 

WF. ARE an indifferent and apathe¬ 
tic nation on whom no tragedy 
registers. We know that evil exists, 
and yet make no attempt to fight it. 
The law and order situation in the 
country has alwavs been fragile; the 
incident of the Chopra murders has 
only enhanced our sense of insecur¬ 
ity. It would, theretore, be apt if 
we worried more about the obvious 
loss of human values instead of any 
particular incident. 

Mukund Madan Mehrotra, Kanpur. 

SUNDAY’S crusade against the 
double standards of the police is 
heartening. However, such improper 
police investigations are partly due 
to political interference. The patron¬ 
age some anti-socials enjoy from 
politicians does nothing to improve 
the situation. It is essential to 
eliminate suni interference in order 
to have an honest and effective 
police force. 

Jagannath Oleti, Bhubaneswar. 

MR MOHAN ^mentions that the 
Chopra children were picked up 
from Dhaula Kuan. But according to 
newspaper reports they were picked 
up by the murderers from Got Dak 
Khana. 

Gaurav Chaturvedt, Bhopal . 





IT 1$ sad to know of the disappea¬ 
rance of another girl in Delhi, Miss 
Mamnohan Kaur. Although the mat¬ 
ter was reported to the police on 
August 13 the police has failed to 
locate her. It is clear that law and 
order has deteriorated drastically in 
the capital. The Government should 
take stringent measures to prevent 
such crimes and punish the criminals. 
Sudip Kumar Dutto, Stlchar 


Never before 


I RErCR to the article “The Deluge” 
(September 24) by Nirmal Milra. 
The Agriculture Minister Mr Surjit 
Singh Barnala’s ironic announcement 
of a massive project to tame the 
Ganga immediately before the floods 
hurt me. Mr Barnala had also made 
an aerial survey of the flood devas¬ 
tated areas from Delhi to West Ben¬ 
gal—a jaunt that has become almost 
a ritual. Much of the devastation 
was due to the erosion of the Ganga 
and Sarju. Why did the Government 
show no concern for this before? 
Haqhu Bansh Smgh, Calcutta 

THE photograph of the child with a 
vacant look was heart-rending And 
no loss heart rending was the cap¬ 
tion "The gods took away her 
father was it her fate’'’ The pic¬ 
ture was worth mote than a bundled 
lines of print. 

Chandan Bhaltacharya, Calcutta 

MR MITRA vividly narrated the 
countrywide devastation by floods, 
but has shown little concern for thp 
plight in Orissa Orissa was one of 
the worst affected States 
B C Rath, Fulnakhaia 

I AM a student of class ten and read 
with interest the report on the floods. 
But I do not agree with the director 
of the Alipore Meteorological Centre, 
Dr D. Sen Roy on two points* First, 
the feeding of a cloud with silver 
iodide can induce premature preci¬ 
pitation, but will not rob it of its 
eneigy. Premature precipitation will 
mean premature release of latent 
heat too suddenly and this may in¬ 
crease the destructive force of the 
cyclone or depression. Secondly, I do 
not understand how Dr Sen Roy 
could have said that water from the 
Farakka barrage can flood Midna- 
pore. 

Steela Jacob, Calcutta 

Soccer's gentleman 

A RIJIT SEN’S memorial profllp of 
Mandipalli Appa Rao “And then 
there were three’’ (September 24) 
Was a fitting tribute to one of the 
greatest footballers of our country- 
As a schoolboy I saw him play many 
matches in his native town Kakinada. 
It was a treat to see him dribble past 
defenders and pass on to another 
player to score the goal. If he ever 
shot at the goal with cither foot, it 
was with terrible force. He never 
cared for his own brilliance, and 

r ed for hjs team. As a friend of 
I remember Mitt as a gentleman, 

t-H 1 ’ 


on and off the field. 

G. Sambasiva Rao , Cudivada 

THE arrow in the picture shows 
the wrong person as Appa Rao Appa 
Rao is to the left of the marked 
person. 

Somnath Ghosh, Calcutta 

Separating the minority 

'T’HANKS for a good review of 
* Krishan Dev Sharma’s book 
Education of a National Minority — 
A case of Indian Muslims (Septem¬ 
ber 24) by Asghar Aii .Engineer. The 
statement of an cx-Jana Sangh MP: 
“This feeling is entirely misplaced 
and betrays Muslims’ separatist ten¬ 
dency” mentioned therein is in igno¬ 
rance of the prevailing situation in 
the country. It is not the Muslims 
who betray “a sense of separate 
identity” but the Hindus who do so. 
If Muslims are looked down upon as 
second class citizens and denied equal 
opportunities, are they to blame for 
their feeling of insecurity? 

M. F. Faheem. Hyderabad 

Ritual of apathy 

S WARUP JENA’s report “Human 
sacrifice in Keonjhar" (Septem¬ 
ber 24) made shocking reading. It is 
sad to know that such incidents 
cuuld otiur in present day society 
The irony of it is that the officials 
aip unable to pi event such deadly 
ntuals Even if the murderers are 
traced, the courts take years to dis¬ 
pose of the rases 
Maharaj K. Koul, Srmagar 

Callous opposition 

I N HIS interview to M D. “M.P. is 
happy with the Narmada Award” 
Mr V. K. Saklecha was logically 
correct. The Narmada Award is in¬ 
deed for the benefit of the masses. 
The Opposition Congress (I) has been 
using the issue to make political 
capital, without caring to think of 
the rural masses. One wonders when 
wisdom will dawn on them. 

Sushil Snrastava, Bhopal 

Death of democracy 

I T WAS commendable on your part 
to publish the letter in protest 
against the execution of Krishnan 
Chetty (Opinion, September 24). The 
way this great communist revolutio¬ 
nary was nanged in the Coimbatore 
Jail on July 25 shows how shame¬ 
less and unfaithful our “watchdogs" 
of democracy are. 

Kalyan Bhattacharjpy, Gauhati 

How real ? 

P ADIP BISWAS (Opinion, Sep¬ 
tember 24) says he knows "a 
few young film makers who abhor 
Ray s escapist attitude while portray¬ 
ing social realities in his films". The 
very fact that Ray, by Mr Biswas’ 
admission, “portrays social realities” 
proves him to be a realist and not 


an escapist. Perhaps Mr Biswas 
Qicant that Mr Ray does not portray 
reality. Who would doubt his realism 
in films like Aram Sanket, Secma- 
baddha and Jana Aranya ? Mr Biswas 
concludes by saying that Satyajit 
Ray is "a past phenomenon, a dying 
force in cinema". I am sure, that 
given the chance he would even de¬ 
clare Rabindranath Tagore a dead 
force in literature, if not an escapist. 
Chandak Smgupta. Calcutta 

Greatest of modern 
rishis 

I WAS pleasantly surprised to read 
N. Balu’s letter (September 24) 
in which he quotes Thanthai Periyar 
E.V.R. as saying. “The test tube baby 
produced out of semen collected from 
the best and choicest Of men may be 
common." Here in the North some 
scholars have chosen to describe him 
as a ‘hater of merit’. The UNESCO 
honoured him as the “Socrates of 
South East Asia” I would call him 
the greatest of modern mhrs 
Ashuto&h X Chaudhary, Darbhanga 

Unfortunate advertising 

A TTFR rending “The selling of sex 
the South’s box offices” (Septein 
bei 24) bv G Ravichandran a ques¬ 
tion occurred to me Is the provota 
tive advertisement of Ruthi Nti.'c- 
dam or Itha Ivtdc Varey (not "Itha 
Ivadarvare" as mentioned) or even 
an absurd escapist movie like 
Avalud Ravuhai ("Her Nights") 
enough to assess the qualities of an 
average Malayalain movie’ One has 
to spc P A Baiker’s Chuvana Vtlhu 
kal ("Red Seedlings”) to know how 
beautifully the story of a prostitute’s 
ordeals can be pictunsed Inci¬ 
dentally, “Her Nights” too deals 
with a prostitute, but Fiom a differ¬ 
ent point of view 
C. V. Rku agopal, Hyderabad 

I DISAGREE with the author when 
he categorises Rafhi Nrn'edam as a 
lewd film The only vulgar thing 
about the film is the translation ot 
its title— ’Sexy Dreams”. To be 
honest, the appropriate translation 
would have been “The Agony of 
Adolescent Years”. The movie 
maker chose a delicate subject and 
did full justice to it 

Arnnd Gupta, Erode. 

Lies in the AIR 

T^HIS is to bring to your notiie the. 
* manner in which AIR is pro 
cessing its news items I was 
listening to the 1pm news bulletin 
today in which there was an item 
about the address of Di Atam Ram 
at the 16th Convocation of I1T, 
Bombay. The item mentioned a state¬ 
ment Dr Ram had made “while 
addressing the students and faculty 
ot 1IT, Bombay.” Actually, Dr Atam 
Ram was supposed to delivei the 
address at 4 p.m. that day 1 was 
myself to attend it. 

Satya Prakash, IIT, Bombay 
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That seems likely , but the Janata just might bring off the 
surprise of the year. Report by M. J. AKBAR. Pictures 


by RAGHU RAI. 

<</^ONGRESS (I). Teen coffee, ek 
^ chui/’ Saying this, a man 
stepped out of a white Ambassador, 
and walked a step towards the 
Shree Chaitanya Bhavan, Brahmin’s 
Coffee and Meals Hotel, Mudigeree. 
It was mid-morning, October 18 
The Congress (I) campaign had not 
officially been inaugurated as yet; 
Mrs Indira Gandhi was to come the 
next day and launch her effort to 
give de jure status to her role as 
leader of the Opposition, from Kar- 
kala. But Mudigeree was also a 
Congress fl) stronghold, and the 
cars and jeeps had begun plying 
the streets, the coffee had begun 
10 


flowing in this coffee-plantation 
heartland, the speeches had begun, 
battlelines were being drawn, and 
the excitement of a vital election 
was gathering at the edges of the 
electorate's consciousness. The cam 
paign had begun. 

For the Janata Party, it had be¬ 
gun officially. A hundred meetings 
at a hundred different points in the 
sprawling, hilly, beautiful consti¬ 
tuency launched off the JanataV 
effort to defeat its arch enemy, and 
perhaps begin the process of resto¬ 
ring its credibility with the people. 
But October 18 was not the ideal 


day to begin—-Hindu priests called 11 
one of the two most inauspicious 
days in the month, and as if to prove 
the point, large areas of the consti¬ 
tuency were inundated by unprece¬ 
dented downpours which sent rivu¬ 
lets of blood-red water streaming 
along the sloping roads, and raised 
pools where the land was compara¬ 
tively flat. George Fernandas, the 
Janata's campaign manager,' found 
his car stalled twice between Bel 
thangady and Karkala, where he was 
going to inaugurate the Janata cam¬ 
paign. He finally reached Karkala 
nearly two hours late; the sky was 
still heavy, the rain continuous, Hie 




























































































































faces of the young Lmata enthusiasts 
Wre long. They knew they were 
ihrking against heavy odds in this 
particular region Mrs Gandhi had 
addressed a meeting here when she 
came to file her nomination, and sht 
was going to launch her campaign 
from here During the last Assembly 
flections, the Congress (1) candidate 
had won by nearly 10,000 votes from 
this constituency Janata optimists 
weakly suggested that rain on an 
inaugural day was an auspicious sign, 
if the quantity of urn was any mdi 
ration of victory, Mrs Gandhi would 
probably lose her deposit 

At a fairly crowded public mee 
ting in Belthangady, Union Minister 
Aar Information and Broadcasting Lai 
% Advani inaugurated the campaign 
by saying that if Rae Bareilly led to 
Mrs Gandhi's downfall, Chikmagalur 
would lead to her political death. He 
was happy at the size of the crowd 
which had braved the tains to listen 
to him In the Janata strongholds 
Kadur Virur and Tarikere, candidate 
Veerendra Pali) told his audiences 
that he had not lost an election as 
>et and he was confident of mam 
taming his record \ heavy down 
pour marked the end ol his speech 
at Kadui, and he immediately tran 
slated this as an auspicious sign For 
one thing the rains were badly nee 
ded to save the rice cion in Kadur 
t’aits Piesident ( handrashekhar took 
cm the district boadquailers, Chik 
&gagalu> itself lhis was again Mrs 
JSandhi terntoiy and the crowds 
were not as big as elsewhere But 
Chandrashckhar undetefred, attack 
ed Mrs Gandhi’s performance as 
Prime Minister, and called a vote 
for her an insult to democracy The 
artillery had opened up, no matter 
that ram had dampened the gun 
powder on the first day, but the bai 
rage was having some effect 

I N Karkala, George Fernandes sal 
with colleagues m a guest house 
Jthat evening wondering how to res 
cue the situation The public 
meeting could not be held any long¬ 
er, as the maidan on which it was 
scheduled was ankle-deep in water 
By six thirty the sky had cleared a 
little, and the downpour had been 
replaced by a nagging druile. Fer¬ 
nandes decided that he would go on 
a padayatra down the main street. 
While waiting for the ram to stop, 
he had witnessed a rare gesture in 
Indian politics. Among those who 
.had come to welcome him was none 
Mfther than Mr. Veerapa Moiley— 
ffldrs. Gandhi’s campaign manager for 
the region. Mr. Moiley came with a 
garland of mogra flowers to wish him 
fuck and an honest battle; Fernandes 
was touched by this simple gesture 
and kept the flowers with him in hi c 
ear. 





The padayatra began on one end 
of the street; ironically, just below 
a huge cardboard cutout of a hand, 
Mrs. Gandhi’s election symbol. A 
band of about a hundred enthusiastic 
f young men were with their hero 
George Fernandes. Three new red 


plastic buckets materialised; on them 
was inscribed in English and Kanna¬ 
da, “Defeat Indira Fund”. Bucket in 
hand, smile on face, drenched, Fer 
nandes set out to collect funds for 
his campaign. There was no elec 
iricity, and nobody seemed to be 
expecting a fund collection drive, not 
even the Janata organisers. It took 
thirty minutes for someone to fetch 
a gas lamp; and it was more than 
an hour before a jeep with a small 
generator brought in better light 
But the enthusiasm picked up quick¬ 
ly. A small band of boys led the 
procession, and broke into impromp¬ 
tu songs : Genda le, genda le, Janata 
paksh ne genda lc...Vote kori, vote 
kori Janata paksh ke vote kori. A 
handsome young lad, Rob it Kumar 
Kotil, with a marvellous voice, led 


the singing. A little behind caiMi 
Fernandes, who went to every per- 
son on the road, asking for a coin, 
and a vote. The women were char- 
mod and thrilled, as he joked In 
their language; the men tried hard 
not to look emotional, but obviously 
a handshake with a Minister was a 
rare opportunity, and it showed on 
their faces. The emotion and the 
warmth with which Fernandes was 
received was. to say the least, im¬ 
pressive. After aU, he was a local 
h°y—be was born in Mangalore, 
hardly 50 miles from Karkala. As 
a boy he had sung ditties about 
Chikmagalur and the neighbouring 
Hiremagalur, five miles away* The 
two places were named so because 
they were given away as dowries by 
a king: The name Chikmagalur 


mean* the younger 
2 nd fi*remagahir means the' 'elder 
daughters place. (Punning on this. 
Ui^ion Law Minister Shanti BhusHan 
wondered how Mrs. Gandhi who was 
only interested in her younger son. 
could win from Chikmagalur.) The 
people on either side hugged Fernan¬ 
des and laughed with him, and 
money was soon pouring into the 
bucket. JP Babu Zindabad, George 
Fernandes Zindabad !” shouted the 
Janata supporters, whose emotions 
I*®!* fever pitch. Someone 

had got a list of Cabinet Ministers, 

25- J n 2 st .?,C them were accorded a 
Zindabad!’ regularly — even ex 
Minister Prakash Singh Badal receiv- 
ed occasional cheers. 


It took George Fernandes three 


Afrs Ganani amving in a colourful procession at Karkala to launch her election campaign 



hours to walk the two and a half 
kilometers of road. But by the end 
of that time, he had certainly ensur¬ 
ed thousands of votes for his candi¬ 
date. As one Janata supporter re 
marked after the padayatra : “If we 
had ten George Fernandes, there 
would be no problem." 

R IGHT, perhaps. And there aren’t, 
which is one of the reasons why 
theie is a problem. The other rea 
sons are well known : inefficient 
Government, no credibility with the 
poor, childish squabbling, indistinct 
ideology etc. The Janata supporters 
may be quite right in saying that 
Mrs Gandhi was equally guilty on all 
these counts, but as long as the 
backward classes, the scheduled 
castes, the minorities of the South 
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do not believe this, as long as they 
continue to have faith in theii 
“Amma,” as long as they consider her 
a goddess, all the Janata’s horses 
and all the Janata’s men cannot put 
Patil in Parliament again. 


When Devraj Urs was inaugurating 
the Congress (l)’s election campaign 
for the last Assembly polls in Banga¬ 
lore, there were hardly a few 
hundred people at his rally, all of 
them slumdwellers. From the side 
walks, citizens were jeering at him 
Urs became very angry : “I know 
you,” he told those who were taunt¬ 
ing him, “all of you eat masala dosa. 

1 have eaten village food. I know 
how to get votes." He convincingly 
showed in the elections that be did 
know how to get the votes. 

The great strength of the Congress 
(1) is in the villages, among the pool 
(as our pre-campaign opinion poll 
also shows). The Janata is one-up 
in the towns, where consciousness o! 
its slogan (democracy versus dicta 
torship) is higher In this constitu 
ency, while the “backward castes" 
and “forward castes” populations are 
evenly divided, but the roughly one 
and a half lakh scheduled caste/ 
scheduled tribe population gives Mrs 
Gandhi and the Congress (I) the 
winning edge. (Although the Hava 
nur Commission describes the Vokka 
ligas as a “backward" community 
and the Muslims as a "forward 
community, we have switched these 
nomenclatures in the present accoun 
ting as their political behaviour does 
not follow the pattern of the rest of 
the “forward” or “backward” com 
munities.) The poorer sections have 
gained under Urs and the rule of 
Mrs. Gandhi. It has been a marginal 
gain, but their argument is that even 
the little that has been done, thej 
say. is more than anyone else did 
Technically, this is contestable. For 
instance, Ur's's much-publicised hous 
mg programme for Hanjans and the 
poor had its roots m a scheme for 
initiated and implemented by 
Veerendra Patil when Patil was 
Chief Minister. Jn fact, in a year's 
time Patil’s Government constructed 
23,000 bouses. But who can argue 
with Mrs. Gandhi’s image ? 

And .there is some truth in the fact 
that the upper classes, particularly 
in the rural areas, have been suppor¬ 
ters of the Janata, or its predecessor 
in Karnataka, the Congress (0). The 
visual evidence of this was clear in 
Chikmagalur even in this election 
One of the jeeps carrying the Janata 
Rag had the name of the coffee 
plantation written on it. One can 
Imagine the impact this jeep would 
have on plantation .workers : this 
would confirm their belief that the 
estate owners are on the Janata’s 
side. And if they were with the 
Janata how could one expect the 
workers to support their exploiters? 
That the plantation owners have con¬ 
tributed to the Congress (I) cam¬ 
paign fund, or that industrialists 
have donated money and vehicles to 


Mrs. Gandhi, becomes immaterial 
The image is all. It is the image 
that gives faith to those who have 
had no glimmer of hope in their 

es for centuries 

“I will break that faith with facts,” 
George Fernandes told this reporter. 
That will be a difficult task. Babu 
lagjivan Ram will campaign for two 
days in his effort to destroy this 
■mage; once again his credibility with 
the people to whom he belongs will 
be tested. He was successful in 
March 1977, but on that occasion be 
had everything on his side. Thi c 
time around, the rerord of his Go 
vernment will be under scrutiny. It 
may be true that this >rd is not 
much worse than the i rd of all 
the years before, but can h - break 
the psychological banter? 1 >-n if 
he can take 15 per cent of the Hari- 
ian vote away from Mts Gandhi, it 
will be an impoitant, perhaps vital 
contribution to the Janata struggle. 

Actually, the game of numbers te 
not unfavourable to the Janata can¬ 
didate Veerendra Patil. In 1967 
when the composition of the const! 
tucncy was slightly different, a PSP 
candidate defeated the Congress no 
minee from here In 1971, of course 
Mrs. Gandhi’s candidate won hands 
down. But in 1977, the Janata lost 
this seat by only 64,000 votes. In the 
Assembly elections, the total excess 
vote of the Congress (I) candidates 
was just 30,000 In theory, a swing 
of 20,000 votes should ensure victory 
for Mr. Patil. Janata strategists ar¬ 
gue, moreover, that infighting within 
their camp during the Assembly 
elections, the bad choice of candi 
dates, helped the Janata defeat it¬ 
self. This time, there is no confu¬ 
sion over the candidate. Moreover 
Mr. Patil is a Lingayat, and this is 
the largest single community in the 
constituency, Mr. Fatil is a Banajigs 
Lingayat, the other sect of 1 Ltapyatt 
is the Sadar Lingayats. In fact, 
traditionally, the two sects have been 
at loggerheads, but in this election 
the Janata strategists expect them 
to vote together. When the new 
State of Mysore was formed, the 
1 ingayats dominated the political life 
until Urs became Chief Minister. 
Urs broke the back of Lingayat 
power, and formed a new alliance of 
the poor and the minorities — and 
this alliance has returned him to 
power through the worst of time& 
The Lingayat hostility to Urs could 
insure their votes for PatiL The 
Janata candidate also expeits to get 
the Vokkahga and the Kurva (she¬ 
pherds) vote, or at least a large 
majority of these votes it not all. 
The former Jana Sangh and the RSS 
fs expected to mobilise and bring In 
the Brahmin vote : there are about 
50,000 Brahmin votes. Jagannalhrao 
Joshf, touted once by the RSS as 
Karnataka Kesari, is camping in the 
constituency. In the Assembly elec¬ 
tions, the Brahmins had not turned 
out in favour of the Janata; they had 
remained indifferent. So if this vote 
reaches the ballot box, it should go 
to the advantage of Mr. Patil. 
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TTOHE decision of the Muslim 
A League not to support Mrs 
Gandhi has come as an unexpected 
bonus to the Janata Party. The 
half-lakh odd Muslims in the consti¬ 
tuency were solidly behind Mrs 
Gandhi; and pel haps the Janata can 
begin making some headway after 
this decision. The reasons are the 
usual ; as one Muslim supporter of 
the Janata whom I met at the Chik- 
magalur Janata office, said, “Basical 
lv, sahab, we are all afraid of the 
RSS. At least the Congress people 
come and comfort us in times of 
trouble; these people do not even 
care to do that”. This person had 
gone to jail during the Emergency, 
and insisted that he would campaign 
for the Janata despite the fact that 
his community was not going to 
give “even one per cent” ot its vote 
to Mr Patil. What could be done to 
break this, I asked. He thought a 
little; by this time two of his 
friends had joined him. “Is Bahu- 
guna coming to campaign ?” one 
asked. “They should bring the 
Shahi Imam,” said another. “If the 
Muslim League gave a call then 
something might result,” they 
agreed. There are also about 20,000 
Christian votes, and emotional cam¬ 
paigning by the Fernandes family Is 
expected to make another dent into 
a traditional Congress vote. George 
Fernandes’ mother and brothers will 
tour the constituency, reminding the 
people about the experiences during 
the Emergency. (The police threat¬ 
ened to rape Fernandes’ 70-year-old 
mother) 

This election will test how impor¬ 
tant the Emergency remains as a 
political issue. Mrs Gandhi has been 
telling her crowds that the Emer¬ 
gency was necessary to “defend 
democracy" : whatever the quality 
of the explanation, it is obvious that 
Mrs Gandhi still considers it neces¬ 
sary to justify her action, and can¬ 
not ignore an unpleasant part of her 
record. Another vulnerable point 
is her'decision to come South to 
contest the elections. Some voters 
see this as her fear of the North; 
they tl lk that she is taking the 
South for ' anted. Moreover, Mrs 
Gandhi herself had spoken out 
against “outsiders” contesting elec¬ 
tions fiom the North. In her earn- 
paign Mrs Gandhi is trying hard to 
become an "insider”. She said she 
had begun taking lessons in Kan¬ 
nada, and hoped to settle down in 
Chikmagalur It was absurd to 
imagine that sl^e ever would, but 
such throwaway lines can make pas¬ 
sable campaign fodder. I n any case, 
this is not an issue which can swav 
a sufficient number of people and 
make the difference between victory 
and defeat. In crucial elections like 
this one, people look for better rea¬ 
sons to cast their votes one way or 
the other And no one in Chikma- 
galur has any doubts about the itn- 
poitance of being earnest this time. 

Chikmagalur is a three street 
town with twelve lodges for their 
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rate visitors, embedded in the 
Malnad (land of hills and water). 
The shops are busy, and must serve 
*be immediate needf of the coffee 
estate owners who live on the slopes 
of the beautiful hills that ring the 
town. It has adjusted slowly to the 
pace of this election, treating its 
sudden entrance into the pages of 
history with a mixture of amusement 
and embarrassment. Restaurant 
owners do not allow politics in¬ 
side their walls; the beople are 
generally circumspect. Till October 
18 there was hardly any evidence of 
the coming event; till the eighteenth 
all the action was in Bangalore. 

Bangalore can lay claim to being 
the best city in the country (and ir 
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the local authorities want no argu¬ 
ment on that score, all they have to 
do is remove the mosquitoes). With 
an excellent prohibition policy to 
match its -excellent weather It offers 
the thaims of a big rity with the 
silence of a subuib. There are resi¬ 
dential areas which can boast of a 
quality not available anywhere alse 
in the country. And In one such 
area, the senior politicians live and 
conspire in their spacious private 
houses, surrounded by lawns and 
blossoming flowers that thankfully 
veil the concrete with the unparal¬ 
leled colours of nature. 


the Janata leaden after Mrs Gandhi 
made ber Intentions finally known. 
They could not find a candidate. / 
Names were proposed with meaning¬ 
less abandon. George Fernandes 
even went to persuade a popular- 
filmstar Rajkumar to stand against 
Mrs Gandbi, and drew a blank des¬ 
pite ardent persuasion. Veerendra 
Patil himself was not too enthusias¬ 
tic about contesting; some, of his 
friends advised him not to rftk his 
future by a humiliating defeat. It 
was with some difficulty that Patil 
was eventually persuaded to con¬ 
test. Rumour has it that Mr Patil 
had to be promised a governorship if 
he lost in order to persuade him to 
contest. That was the level of 
demoralisation. 


It was George Fernandes who be¬ 
gan lighting the fires in the camp. 
He organised the workers, worked 
out a campaign schedule, and 
launched his publicity drive with a 
massive fund-raising padayatm in 
Bangalore (which netted Rs 1,27,000). 
It was a tactic he would repeat with 
success in Karkala and Belthangady. 
the two Assembly constituencies 
which he has taken special charge 
of, in addition to managing the over¬ 
all campaign. The strategy was 
worked out. The Congress (I) had 
got a lead of 14,000 votes in Srin- 
geri 18.000 votes in Mudigere, 10,000 
votes in Belthangady, 8,000 votes in 
Tarikere, 9,000 votes in Karkala, 
8,000 votes in Chikmagalur, 500 
votes in Birur, and had lost by 6,500 
votes in Kadur in the 1978 Assem¬ 
bly polls. The Janata planned to 
concentrate heavily in Kadur, Birur 
and Tarikere, where it felt it could 
do much better than In the Assem¬ 
bly elections. The leaders spoke of 
a lead of 55,000 in these constitu¬ 
encies for Mr Patil In Sringeri. 
Karkala and Belthangady they hoped 
their campaign would wipe off the 
deficit, and perhaps add a couple of 
thousand votes to the Janata kittv. 
Chikmagalur, too, they felt would 
not go too badly for them, and this 
would be sufficient to absorb the loss 
in Mudigere. It was ambitious cal¬ 
culation. To begin with, as the joke 
said, the last time Urs had won by 
showing Mrs Gandhi’s photograph: 
what would happen when she cam* 
personally to campaign ? A land¬ 
slide, naturally- But the Janata 
argued that her presence would in 
fact sharpen the memories of the 
Emergency, which had been obscur¬ 
ed in the local problems of an As¬ 
sembly poll. And therefore Emer. 
genev victims are being taken 
around in Janata processions. The 
Janata was also banking on a far 
higher turnout for this election, in 
which case their supporters, tradi¬ 
tionally lethargic, would worrv 
enough about Mrs Gandhi to go and 
vote. (If there is a low or average 
poll, the Janata stands little chance 
of pulling off a surprise). 



suming that her victory is a fore- 


There was gloom in the houses of 
















gone conclusion. Congress (I) lenders 
are queueing up to take maximum 
credit for this victorv. Not merely 
queueing uo, but fighting fnr the 
nlace right in front, and closest to 
Mrs Gandhi. Newspapers have re¬ 
ported, and the cool air of Banga¬ 
lore is warm with such talk, that 
Mr Devraj Urs has fallen out with 
the former Prime Minister, and she 
would like him to be replaced at the 
earliest convenient opportunity. A 
triumvirate of Mr Gundu Rao, Mr 
M. F. Khan and Mr Jaffar Sharif, 
are believed to be working 
towards tbat end. and Mr Gundu 
Rao is tipped to be the next Chief 
Minister. Among their other quali¬ 
ties is the fact that these three are 
dose personal friends of Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi. 


Mr Urs is a cool, sharp person. 
His intellectual abilities may not find 
a place in the Guinness Book of Re¬ 
cords (few politicians could claim 
such talents) but be has shown re¬ 
markable powers of survival. His 
tenure is now the longest for any 
Karnataka Chief Minister (he beat 
Mr Nijalingappa's record recently). 
It was the dashing Mr R. K. Hegde, 
now general secretary of the Janata 
Party, who first got him a berth in 
the Karnataka Ministry in 1962, and 
the only unusual aspect of his Minis¬ 
tership, according to Mr Hegde, “was 
that be drew double T.A.". When 
Mr Urs became Chief Minister he 
had this irritating record washed 
away bv a special resolution of the 
Road Transport Corporation. But 
then suddenly fortune smiled on Mr 
Urs, and he became leader of Mrs 
Gandhi’s Congress after the 1969 
split. In the 1371 Lok Sabha polls, 
he led his Party to a historic all-win 
sweep in Karnataka, and duly be¬ 
came Chief Minister after the 1972 
Assembly elections. He seemed to 
flower out after tbat. and as anyone 
in Karnataka will tell you, you may 
call Urs a scoundrel, but you can¬ 
not deny he has “done something 
for the people". That something has 
helped him win. 

The infighting in the Congress 
after the March defeat saw Urs 
emerge again on the winning side— 
this time by pushing for another 
split. He led the Congress (I) to an 
excellent victory in the Assembly 
elections despite the sword of the 
Grover Commission hanging over 
his head. And then something hap¬ 
pened. Mrs Gandhi, according to 
some sources, began to feel that Urs 
was getting too big for bis boots. 
Urs of course denies any such thing 
(see interview). However, he has 
taken his precautions in this cam¬ 
paign. There was speculation tbat 
Mrs Gandhi would niidge him aside 
as her chief campaign manager, and 
instal Gundu Rao and F. M. Khan 
instead Urs passed an order, in the 
interests of “coordination”, that no 
Minister would be allowed to visit 
Chikmagalur without his express 
permission. Most of the hoardings 
and posters have pictures of both 
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Mrs Gandhi and Mr Urs —- the Chief 
Minister is clearly telling the world 
that he is important in Karnataka, 
and let no one forget it. What the 
other camp has done for Mrs Gandhi 
is built her a special van where she 
can rest in the middle on her intense 
campaigning. 


Mr Gundu Rao, at present a Cabi¬ 
net Minister, has made no secret cf 
the fact that be is far more loyal 
to Mrs Gandhi (he calls her the lady 
who has given him his political ex¬ 
istence) than he is to Mr Urs, and 
there is no question who he would 
take orders from. Mr Rao is for- 
tyish: young, brimming with health, 
confidence and loyalty. And, of 
course, ambition. Qualities, parti¬ 
cularly the last, which Mr Urs can¬ 
not be expected to admire. In fact, 
some Janata enthusiasts are hoping 
against hope that the squabble bet¬ 
ween these factions will lead one to 
sabotage Mrs Gandhi’s prosoects in 
an effort to spite the other. But that 
is wishful thinking. However, these 
divisions cannot do Mirs Gandhi any 
good. 

While Mr Veercndra Patil quietly 
goes around on his version of th* 


“Fm Jimmy Carter; 1 want to be 
your President" routine, tramping 
through the villages, going from 
house to house convincing people; 
while Delhi’s Janata leaders hop.in 
and hop out of the constituency 
after their quota of fiery speeches, 
the battle in Chikmagalur has be¬ 
come a straight fight between Mrs 
Gandhi and George Fernandes. Both 
are putting their maximum personal 
efforts into the war; both have 
brought into play all the weapons 
at their command. This time, Mrs 
Gandhi has the big battalions on her 
side, but George Fernandes is con¬ 
vinced that Goa, for once, is not on 
the side of the big battalions. How¬ 
ever. to put matters in better pers¬ 
pective: In early October, Mrs 
Gandhi had a lead of 7S per cent to 
25 per cent in Chikmfgalur. By the 
twentieth of October George Fer¬ 
nandes bad cut that down to a 
slightly more optimistic 60/40. It 
will be a bit of a miracle it he can 
convert this deficit into a victory by 
November 5. Of course Georfa has 
performed a few miradea In the 
past, brought down a few giants: 
but can he put in a repeat perfor¬ 
mance? The country is waiting quite 
anxiously to know. 






How Hove the people in 
Cbikmagalur reacted to Mrs 
Gandhi's election campaign? 
OLGA TELLIS followed Mrs 
Gandhi 


r PHE Bermuda-shorts-dad coffee 
1 planters of Mudigeri, Sringeri, 
Cbikmagalur and parts of Terikeri 
have profited "by quite a few lakhs 
of rupees by way of wages to their 
casual labourers who took the day 
off to “have a darshan of Mrs 
Gandhi”, the star candidate from 
the Cbikmagalur Lok Sabha consti¬ 
tuency. These plantation workers 
will not be paid for the day because 
in spite of Mr Devraj Urs’s claims 
that his administration has done the 
most for the poor and the down¬ 
trodden, plantation workers after 30 
years and more are still casual 
labourers with no job security or 
facilities like paid holidays. 

Devamma, 67, has been working 
on a coffee plantation for 45 years. 
She “decided not to go to work 
today because I wanted to see Mrs 
Gandhi. She is our mother, we 
made progress under her and she is 
fighting for our interests. The 
plantation owneis have never given 
us any amenities all these years but 
her Government two years ago pro 
vided us with houses and all oui 
debts were cancelled.” Devamma Is 
one of the 80 voters in the Harijao 
colony of Hanjur, where the Gov¬ 
ernment has built 22 compact two- 
room dwellings with red tiled roofs. 

Siddamma, who said she was a 
hundred years old and had about a 
thousand wrinkles, had been stand¬ 
ing in the sun for hours waiting 
for Mrs Gandhi. She said: "I have 
never seen her. I have heard she 
has done much for the poor, good 
things' for the poor and the villagers 
are waiting to see her”. Asked if 
she got anything herself, she said, 
no, the villagers looked after her. 
Gangamma, another casual labourer, 
Who has been working for 30 years, 
said: “It is because of her that we 
•re now getting Rs 4 per day.” I 
asked her if she knew that the 
minimum wage was Rs 6 per day, 
but she didn’t know anything about 
that. Nor did she have any reply 
when I asked if she knew that Mrs 
Gandhi had been in power for 11 
years and she started to get her Rs 
4 only two yeqrs ago. 

They flocked to her roadside 
meetings and Mrs Gandhi /thanked 
them for leaving their work and 



coming to see her. One hoped to /CONSIDERING the desperate 
hear Mrs Gandhi appealing to the V* intensity of Mrs Gandhi’s cam- 
planters to treat their missed paign, it is obvious that she is 
workday as a paid holiday, but she leaving nothing to chance, parti- 
did no such thing. There are a total cularly with the volatile stai- image 
of 82,000 small coffee plantation of the Janata campaign manager Mr 
owners of which about 1.400 are George Fernandes, looming large 
big-time planters. Seventy four per and loud over her camp. Tbe Chief 
cent of the coffee produced in the Minister, Mr Devraj Urs, told 
country is from Karnataka and par- SUNDAY * “It's mv election, my big- 
ticularly from tbe areas of Chikma- gest responsibility. In that sense I 
galur, Sringeri and Mudigeri and take it that I am fighting the elec 

parts of Terikeri. Contrary to what tion. I will not let any grass to grow 

Is being propagated here, the plan* simply because someone else is 
ters flocked tmind Mrs Gandhi, many standing. The stakes are too high, 
of them having made arrangements There is curiosity about the election 
for lunch for her entourage and from all corners of thp world besi 

others providing the expensive elec- des India. After all Mrs Gandhi is 

tion paraphernalia that made her qo ordinary politician. She has 
hectic tour possible. suffered such a crushing defeat but 

she has recovered so fast and in 
When Mrs Gandhi announced her such a spectacular manner.” 
intention to stand for Parliament 

from Chikmagalur, considered to be Mr G. Rame Gowda, Karnataka's 
the safest constituency in the coun- Minister for Forests and Civil Sup- 
try for a Congress (I) nominee, it plies, was even more emphatic when 
looked like she would have a cake- he told me: “It can’t be tbe same 
walk. But the situation changed as when a local man is contesting, 
dramatically and this is evident in The ex-Prime Minister is contesting 
the gruelling programme chalked We are working for a victory mar- 
out for her to cover nearly every bit gin of two lakhs. If a local man 
of the 900-km sprawling constitu- could win by a margin of 65,000 
ency. For instance in the three days votes with 60 per cent polling, Mrs 
after she opened her campaign in Gandhi should win by a two lakh 
K&rkala on October 19, she had margin." 
addressed 37 roadside meetings in¬ 
cluding four public meetings. She AND Mrs Gandhi’s "personal" 
kept zealously to her schedule and rt camp thousands of miles away 
delayed it only once when her host 8 t 12, Willingdon Crescent, New 
with whom she _ was staying at Delhi, isn’t taking any chances 
Mudigeri died during the night. By either, with rumours of a division 
the time she finishes her 15-day in the Karnataka Congress ID camp, 
campaign she will have addressed Mr Sanjay Gandhi’s long arm is 
156 meetings throughout the length visible tu his now-famous trade- 
and breadth of this constituency mark-like tough guys and dolls. 
Which has 47 per cent of its area Karnataka’s ace wrestler, who costs 
under lush, heavy forests. the State’s exchequer Rs 5000 per 




month in terms of upkeep, is omni¬ 
present witn his shining white 
Matador van slickly done up to be 
converted instantaneously into a 
safe and comfortable rescue pad for 
Mrs Gandhi, should there be trouble. 

Mi Sanjay Gandhi’s men, the hefty 
Mr Gundu Rao Karnataka's Minister 
for Transport and the young cavalier 
Member of Parliament Mr F. M 
Khan, take over the campaign 
where Mr Devraj Urs leaves off. 
They are known as Mr Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi’s men in Karnataka and are be¬ 
ing groomed to take over from Mf 
Urs whom they hope to replace in 
time The stoiv goes that if Mr 
Urs is allowed to take full credit 
for Mrs Gandhi’s victory if she 
makes it then he will have an edge 
over Mr Sanjay Gandhi’s faction in 
the Congress (I) which does not 
want unit) with the Chavan Con¬ 
gress. So Mr Sanjay Gandhi’s men 
are making their presence felt. 

A Youth leader, Mr K. P Sreeni- 
vasan of Balur, denies that the re¬ 
turn ot Mrs Gandhi to Parliament 
means the return of Mr Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi to politics publicly. He says “1 
and my group opposed Sanjay at the 
youth convention in Delhi. Under no 
circumstances will we allow him to 
dictate terms to the Party again. 
We will fight him tooth and nail”. 

M RS GANDHI’s campaign has 
been tailored with extreme 
efficiency in whipping up sentiments 
ranging from awe and worship to 
hysteria. Microphones attached to 
jeeps that form an advance party, 
blare out slogans like ’’ Adht roti 
khayenge, Indira Gandhi layenae” 
and “ 90 I 1 , lathi khayenge, Indira 
Gandh* layenge At public meet¬ 
ings records sing of Indira being 
India and India Indira, "desk hi n eta. 
Indira Gandhi” and a litany that 
sings the praises of Indira as the 
leader of Harijans, Indira as the 
leader of girijans, Indira as the 
leader of minorities, depressed 
classes etc, etc, etc. 

Jeeps and Fiat cars belonging to 
rich planters zoom, swerve and scree¬ 
ch through the circuitous ghat roads 
ahead of the route that Mrs Gandhi 
is to take, in order to collect a crowd 
and keep them standing for hours in 
the sun. However this is not to say 
that men and women, particularly 
the tattered and the downtrodden do 
not want to see her. Over the years 
they have been made to believe that 
she is their amma their devi 
their ‘‘only hope” and the tattered 
ones, black from toiling in the sun 
over years skinny and diminutive 
due to undernourishment are over¬ 
awed by her charisma, her fair com¬ 
plexion, her fragility and starchy 
neatness. 

At Balur, in Mudigen, where there 
are 7,000 voters of whom some 5,000 
are said to be labourers on the coffee 
and tea plantations, Mrs Gandhi had 
lunch at the home of a rich planter 
Mi Manjinath Gowda. Hundreds of 
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tattered labourers and women with 
children with running noses waited 
outside his house to see her. Sanama, 
21 . who has been working on a coffee 
plantation for five years first on two 
rupees per day and only recently on 
four rupees per day, said “If we are 
getting anything it is only because of 
her.” (Incidentally a number of these 
illiterate labourers don’t even know 
her name’. They know her picture 
only). 

Guruyappa who was beating a 
frayed-looking drum to welcome her 
said: “We are proud she is standing 
from our area All these years we 
have voted for her picture; now she 
is here herself. Do you not expect 
us to vote for her?” He also works 
on a coffee plantation getting four 
rupees a day He said there was no 
union so they could not fight for six 
rupees, which we told him was what 



the Government said they should 
get. Union activity Is discouraged 
and frowned upon: they could be 
sacked. In fact, one of the reasons 
why the planters were flocking to 
Mrs. Gandhi was because of the 
alliance of the Janata Party with the 
Marxists. The latter have some 
unions among the plantation labour. 

Strangely there was a sameness in 
the mechanical way that people 
answered why they would vote for 
Indira or why they came to see her 
almost as if they were brainwashed. 
But they collected in herds and look¬ 
ed overawed as the passed by in h'er 
sott green Impala, followed by a 
standby Impala limousine and a 
convoy of cars consisting of security 
men, Congress leaders and Pressmen. 
She was as intoxicated by the crowds 
as they were by her and she translat¬ 
ed this intoxication into fiery 
speeches that grew more fiery and 
blatantly pro-Emer'gency as the days 
passed and the crowds continued to 
gather. She literally overwhelmed 
the crowds of largely illiterate people 
with her show of love and concern 
for their welfare. She drew applause 
when she promised to learn Kannada 
in six months m the same way that 
she told the Tamil Nadu electorate 
in the last Assembly elections that 
she would study Telugu in six weeks 


and later apologised for not having 
had the time to leara the language. 
However, she has taken two lessons 
in Kannada already and started her 
English speeches with “lanarega 
namaskaram” Hindi speeches were' 
taboo. As one local editor in Karkala 
said: “Hindi is the language ot 
cowards. It has just an 80,000-word 
vocabulary and borrows the rest 
from Urdu and Sanskrit”. So Mrs 
Gandhi diplomatically steered clear 
of Hindi and chose to speak English 
only. She spoke Hindi only twice— 
before audiences which were pre¬ 
dominantly Muslim. 

T^HE theme of her speeches was 
1 “This election is part of a larger 
fight for better opportunities for 
weaker sections of the people. All 
my life I have struggled to help the 
people of India, the peasants, labour¬ 
ers, downtrodden, women and 
minorities. Poverty has been the bane 
of India and it is only when the poor 
can stand on their own feet that 
India will be strong. The Congress 
stands for more respect and status 
for women because then only would 
children develop character and be¬ 
come responsible citizens ’’ Justifying 
the Emergency, she said it was only 
during the Emergency that people 
could be given house sites and land. 
She said so far democracy has been 
onh for the rich, the elite few. She 
wanted it to apply equallv to the 
poor, whose rights could not be 
trampled upon for the good of the 
rich. She said the fact that the poor 
came to listen to her showed that 
they understood and agreed with 
her. 

Asked during one of her relaxed 
moments why she thought it was 
important for her to go to Parlia¬ 
ment, Mrs Gandhi said “It’s not the 
question of going to Parliament that 
is important Parliament has its 
own importance in our system and 
It is useful to be there ” She denied 
angrily that she was going to Parlia¬ 
ment to escape from sinking info 
oblivion or escaping the consequences 
of the Shah Commission. “Do you 
think I was in the background all 
these months 7 Don’t just repeat any 
and everything that people say,” she 
said imperiously. 


For Mr Devraj Urs it’s an 
election already won on the sup¬ 
remacy of mathematics that the 
lumped masses will be made to fit 
into. As Mr Urs says, "there are 
50,000 tenant families which consist 
roughly of three lakh voters. They, 
or many of them have benefited by 
our land distribution and land re- 
form programmes. There are 20,000 
agricultural labourers and 85,000 
plantation workers, which gives us 
four lakh votes straightaway. They 
are for Indira." 

Her defeat or victory will show 
whether the poor ot Chikmagalur are 
reallv with her in this crucial by- 
election that could mean her second 
political resurrection. 









Ubim the paUtleal 
Parties react 


I T ts not the spectre tif the 
return ot Mrs Gandhi but their 
own narrow considerations which 
loom large in the minds of politicians 
of all shades in the Capital today 
What the Chikinagalur contest has 
actually done is to highlight the 
peculiar dilemma in which every 
political Party in the country now 
finds itself. 

In the Janata Party, the various 
equations of power between its 
different constituents has proved a 
considerable handicap tor a unified 
stand by the Party to fight Mrs 
Gandhi While the panic and con¬ 
fusion which gripped the Janata 
Party just after Mrs Gandhi announc 
ed her derision to contest has 
lessened somewhat, leaders of its 
constituent Parties continue to talk 
in diifeient languages 

On the one hand, Janata Party 
general secretary, Mr Ramaknshna 
Hegde, has thosen to send out a 
patently desperate appeal to all 
Party workers to come to the aid of 
the Party “in its hour of peril” In 
marked conti adiction to this, others 
like Mr Sundir Singh fihandan, the 
Jana Sangh strongman and the 
Socialist leader, Mr Madhu Lirnaye 
have described the Chikmagalur con 
test as merely an ordinary parlia¬ 
mentary by election "Even if she 
wins”, Mi Bhandan said, “she would 
only become a member of Parlia¬ 
ment It wouldn’t be a political 
comeback at all” Mr Chandra- 
shekhar may say that Mrs Gandhi's 
decision to contest arose fiom a 
“teai psychosis”, hut the fact re 
mains that many prominent Janata 
Party leadeis admit that they them 
selves aie having nightmares 

"VNhatever anybody might say, 
eveiybody in the Janata Paity knows 
that she will win,” comeded a pio- 
nunent Janata Party leader who does 
not want his name disclosed “We 
had known that she would contest 
and win tor a long time but nobody 
did anything,” he added 

Theie are some like the BLD 
faction leader, Mi Raj Natam, who 
feel totally left out “I have not 
been invited to go to Chikmagalur, 
so why should 1 campaign?” Mr Raj 
Naram said It is strange to see the 
arch lival of Mrs Gandhi concentiate 
his eneigies against Mr Morarji 
Desai rather than the fotmer Prime 
Minister 

But the Party which baa been 
thrown out of gear most by the fight 
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Now with the Chikmagalur contest 
introducing fresh infighting in the 
Paity, the Congress faces total des¬ 
truction The vast majority of the 
Party seems to favour a total merger 
with the Indira Congress and it is 
only a few old heavyweights like Mr 
Y B Chavan and Dr Karan Singh 
who cannot forget their old humilia¬ 
tion at Mrs Gandhi's hands. As a 
Congress (I) leader put it —"they will 
soon be sari ificed at the altar of mal 
tee ” A small group led by Mr Chan- 
drajit Yadav has chosen to stay out 
of the dilemma altogether and talk of 
a third loice separate tiom the 
Janata oi the Indira Congiess, but 
this group like the CPI have little 
relevance in Indian politics today 

The CPI’s problems have not 
however, been solved by choosing to 
stay out ot the contest Mr S A 
Dange’s open support to Mis Gandhi 
at Chikmagalur is highly embarrass¬ 
ing lor the Party While none of the 
CPI leadeis are ready to make an) 
comment on this, their pathetic over¬ 
tures to the CP1(M) to support them 
on a third foue platform are an 
indication ot their desperation 

The CPI(M) is the Party which is 
the most scared at the prospeit of a 
political comeback by the former 
Prime Minister Mr IMS Nam 
boodiripad has been the most voufei 
ous of all politicians pointing out the 
dangers ot Mrs Gandhi’s entering 
Parliament and in spite of the 
CPI(M)’s love hate lelationship with 
the Janata, the Marxist Party is 
mobilising all out support tor the 
Janata candidate 

Mis Gandhi's own Party is also 
not totally out of the dilemma which 
all othei political Parties find them¬ 
selves in today Sources close to 
the Gandhi family indicate that Mrs 
Gandhi s decision was primarily insti¬ 
gated by the caucus tor their own 
protection None of the old guard 
including Mr Kanialapati Tnpathi, 
were taken into confidence at all. 
“They were nagging her for a long 
time and although she wasn't too 
keen on standing from the South, 
she had to listen to them,” said one 
Congress (I) leader. 


Y. fl. Chavan • ambivalent stand 


at Chikmagalur is the Congress led 
by Sardai Swaran Singh. Beset by 
fighting at all levels and smarting 
under ignominious defeats at two 
parliamentary by-elections, the official 
Congress bad been limping along i/su . 

- V *** moatta 

.. .- 


“We are afraid that if she comes 
back to power, the caucus will also 
come back to power”, another Con¬ 
gress (I) leader said He wants Mrs 
Gandhi to come back to Parliament, 
but not immediately to power, he 
added. 
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bef , of candidates are in the fray. 1® toe, running j*lm 
Apart , from Mrs Indira Gandhi 
and Mr Veereudra Patil, 26 other 
independents, many of them from 
distant corners of the country, 
wili vie for the favours of Chit 
magalur’s 5,50,000 voters. The 
constituency had . witnessed . «... 
straight contest in the last Lokv 
Sabha election. 

in the 1969 General Election 
the largest number of contestants - 
in a constituency was 14 arid in 
the 1974 Assembly poll two cons- - 
tituencies in UP — Hardoi.and 
Ghaziabad — had 24 candidates 
each. The candidates at Chik- 
magalur will have to secure one- 
sixth of the total votes polled to 
retain their deposits,, which for 
members of the scheduled castes 
and tribes is Rs 25? and for 
others Rs. 500.. The 1 ballot paper 
to be used for the voting will be 
extra-large : 22 inches by 9 in¬ 

ches, in order to accommodate 
the 28 candidates' names and 
symbols. 

Tn all, 47 nominations were 
filed, of which five were rejected 
after scrutiny and 14 were later 
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Her fifth 

battle 

hPHE by-election to Lok Sabha from Cbikmagalur 
1 would be Mrs Indira Gandhi’s fifth attempt to 
eater the Parliament and the first one from outside 
her home State—Uttar Pradesh. Mrs Indira Nehru 
Gandhi (that is the name which appears on ballot 
papers when the daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru and 
the widow of Feroze Gandhi stands for an election) 
sought election to the Parliament for the first time 
in 1964. Mr Lai Bahadur Shastrl had included Mrs 
Gandhi in the first Union Cabinet which was formed 
after Nehru’s death in June, 1964. Mrs Gandhi bad 
been entrusted the portfolio of information and 
broadcasting in Shastn’s Cabinet, but she was not a 
MP at that time. The Constitution allows non-MPs 
to become Ministers ou the explicit condition that thev 
must become members of Parliament witbin six 
months of assuming office. Therefore, she offered her¬ 
self for election to the Rajya Sabha from the Uttar 
Pradesh Vidhan Sabha constituency and was elected 
unopposed on August 21, 1964. THIs was her first 
attempt at becoming a MP, since she hed not been 
exposed to parliamentary politics during aer father’s 
lifetime. 

When Mrs Gandhi became the Prime Minister on 
January 24, 1966, she was a member of the Upper 
House of Parliament. She sought people’s mandate 
for the first time in her life in the fourth General 
Elections in 1967. She chose her deceased husband’s 
constituency, Rae Bareilly In Uttar Pradesh as her 
sprmgfboard to the Lok Oabha. The voters of Rae 
Bareilly returned her to the fourth Lok Sabha with 
a thumping victory. "She polled 1,43,602 votes against 
51,899 polled by her nearest rival, Mr Bishan Chandra 
Seth (Independent). The 1967 election was a virtual 
walk-over for Mrs Gandhi. Of the seven candidates 
opposing her, only one, Mr Jagdish Kishore, belonged 
to a political Party—the Communist Party of India. 
All other Parties chose to remain aloof. The Com¬ 
munist candidate, like most other candidates, forfeited 
his deposit. 

, Mrs Gandhi faced stiff opposition in an electoral 
contest only In 1971. Four Opposition Parties, the 
Congress (0), the Jana Sangh, the Swatantra Party and 
the Samyukta Socialist Party (SSP) had joined hands 
in the fifth General Elections in a bid to put an end 
to the Congress hegemony at the Centre. The Grand 
Alliance (as the four-Party combine bad come to be 
known) put up the inimitable Mr Raj Narain of the 
SSP against her at Rae Bareilly. Mr Raj Narain's 
first attempt against Mrs Gandhi wasfutlle. He polled 
71,499 votes against the then Prime Minister’s 1,83,309, 
losing the election by an astronomical margin of 
1,11,810 votes. 

The historic March, 1977 elections were an anti¬ 
climax for Mrs Qandhi. She lost the Rae Bareilly 
seat to the Janata candidate, Mr Raj Narain, bv a 
margin of 55,202 votes, having polled 1,22,517 votes 
against Mr Raj Narain's 1.77,719. Mr Raj Narain 
has, therefore, been the only opponent worth naming 
whom Mrs Indira Nehru Gandhi has faced at the 
hustings so far. Will she be able to enter the Parlia¬ 
ment from the South? This question will be answered 
by the voters of the Karnataka constituency next 
Sunday, but one wonders as to whv Mrs Gandhi chose 
Chikmagalur when Fatehpur in Uttar Pradesh, a 
constituency adjacent to Rae Bareilly, Is due for a 
by-election soon. 
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Mrs GamlM's future 


This poll was conducted by IMRB between October 15 and 19, 
It is a pre-campaign poll and does not take into considera -, 
tion the impact of the campaigning by the two sides 


r the findings of an opinion poll conducted in mid- 
October in Chikmagalur are anything to go by, Mrs 
Indira Gandhi should win. However this poll was 
conducted before the campaigning began and does not 
take into account the impact on votprs by the campaign¬ 
ing. The poll was specially conducted for SUNDAY by 
the social research unit of the Indian Market Research 
Bureau (IMRB), the largest market research organisa¬ 
tion in India (IMRB is an independent, totally non-poli¬ 
tical organisation). 

The Chikmagalur Lok Sabha constituency encom¬ 
passes eight Legislative Assembly constituencies cover¬ 
ing the entire district of Chikmagalur and part of the 
South Kanara district. This constituency of 595,393 
voters is predominantly rural, with 86% of the electo¬ 
rate living in villages. A total of 1.208 interviews were 
conducted in five towns and 20 villages spread across 
the length and breadth of the constituency. The IMRB 
team comprised 16 experienced and specially trained in¬ 
terviewers, eight men and eight women, and was led 
by a research executive from Bombay, Mr Jaya Shetty. 
Who speaks fluent Kannada and Tulu. Shetty camped 
in Chikmagalur town (in the same hotel as four of the 
independent candidates) while the interviewers, in three 
teams, fanned out over the constituency. Shetty toured 
the entire constituency with one or the other of the teams. 
After four hectic 18-hour days, the teams completed the 
1.209 interviews: 608 in towns and 601 in villages. As 
the rural electorate is more than six times as large as 
the urban electorate, the results were ‘weighted* at the 
analysis stage. Among the 1,209 electors interviewed, 
603 were men and 606 were women. 

The opinion poll only sought to measure ,tbe rela¬ 
tive strengths of Mrs Gandhi and Mr Patil and did not 
evaluate the prospects of the 25 or so independents of 
differing or no political convictions. In a two-horse race, 
opinion polls internationally ignore the non-starters. All 
those interviewed were asked : 

As you are aware, there is an election for Parlia¬ 
ment in your constituency on November 5. Mrs 
Gandhi is standing as the Congress(I) candidate and 
Mr Veerendra Patil is standing as the Janata candi¬ 
date. Who would you vote for ? 

It is believed that the order in which names are 
placed before the respondent may affect him/her res 
ponse. Therefore, in 50% of the interviews, Mrs 


Gandhi's name was mentioned first, while in the other 
50%, Mr Patil*s name was mentioned first. 

While Mr Patil and Mrs Gandhi are running neck- 
and-neck in the towns, Mrs Gandhi had a spectacular lead 
in the villages. As the rural electorate is verv large, 
the findings suggest a very comfortable majority for Mrs 
Gandhi. 



Total 

Towns 

Villages 

Per cent supporting : 




Mrs. Gandhi 

61.9 

50.5 

63 7 

Mr Patil 

38.1 

49.5 

36.3 


Translating these percentages into numbers of 
votes polled is a hazardous business without knowing 
what the voter turnout will be. Most polls assume 
that the entire electorate will take part in the election. 
This is rarely true. Iu fact, in most democracies (ex¬ 
cept in those like Australia where voting is com¬ 
pulsory), the turnout rarely exceeds 75%. The non¬ 
voters may not be like the voters in terms of Party 
sympathy. For instance, it is believed that in Britain 
a bright and sunny polling day results in a higher 
turnout which tends to benefit the Labour Party. Thus, 
one cannot make any assessment of the impact the 
turnout will have on the fortunes of eadi candidate. 
However, assuming that the lower turnout will affect 
both Parties equally, a 60% turnout could result in a 
minority of around 85,000 far Mrs Gandhi. (This 
Ignores the votes polled by tbe independents). As 
expected, Mrs Gandhi commands much greater support 
among women than among men. Also, there is little 
doubt that her strength lies among the (numerically 
strong) weaker sections of society-—the poor, the dis¬ 
advantaged and the downtrodden. Mr Patil has much 
greater support among the more affluent sections of 
the electorate. 

Studies in Western democracies have revealed that 
voters often tend to vote the way their parents did. 
Nearly a third of those who back Mrs Gandhi said that 
they are traditional Congress voters. An equally ira- 
portant reason tor backing her is the view that she is 
a champion of the poor, the backward classes and the 
minorities. Some of her backers felt that she was a 
great/popular politician and that they had benefited 
under her/hei Party’s policies. A lot of support for 


Monthly household inocme :— 


Per cent supporting: 

Total 

Men 

Women 

Upto Rs- 150 

Rs. 151500 

Rs. 501 + 

Mrs Gandbi 

61.9 

58.0 

65.9 

69.9 

56 4 

30.9 

Mr Patil 

38.1 

42.0 

34.1 

30.1 

43.6 

69.1 


24 






Mr PatU is based on the voters* antipathy to Mrs 
Gandhi and her Emergency poKdes. Mr Pstll is also 
Mcked by electors because he is a local man with the 
reputation id being a good administrator/leader. |t is 
worth noting that the 'hard effect’ appears to have an 
important role in determining the rural votes likely to 
be cast for both candidates. «A number of those inter¬ 
viewed in the ratal areas said that they backed Mrs 
Gandhi/Mr Patil because the others in the village were 
supporting the same candidate. 


In order to meet the publication deadline, the 
interviews were conducted between 14th and 18th Octo¬ 
ber. This was before the campaign broke. This cam¬ 
paign is expected to be one of the most spectacular in 
India's political history with both major Parties throw, 
ing their heavyweights into the field to sway the elec¬ 
torate towards their candidate. Thus, much would 
change between 18th October and 5th November when 
the electorate actually goes to the polls. 


? : “Am you are aware there is an election for Parliament in your constituency on November 5. Mrs Indtra 
andhi us standing as the Congress (J) candidate and Mr Veerendra Patil is standing as the Janata candi¬ 
date. Who would you vote for?" 




CLASS 


SEX 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME 

Up to Rs. 151- 
Rs. 150 500 


No. interviewed: 

TOTAL 

Nos. 

1209 

100% 

Urban 

Nos. 

605 

100% 

Rural 

Nos. 

601 

100% 

Male . 
Nos. 

603 

100% 

Female 

Nos. 

606 

100% 

Nos. 

581 

100% 

Nos. 

432 

100% 

Rs. 5014- 
Nos. 

185 

100% 

Refused 

Nos 

11 

% who will vote for: 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 


Mrs. Indira Gandhi 

61.9 

50.5 

63.7 

58.0 

65.9 

69.9 

56.4 

30.9 

4 

Mr. Veerendra Patil 

38.1 

49.5 

36.3 

42 0 

34.1 

30.1 

43.6 

69.1 

7 


Q: "Why will you vote for Mrs. Gandhi ?" 


CLASS :_ 

TOTAL Urban * Rural 


No. who said they will vote for 

.% 

Nos. 

Nos. 

Mr*. Indira Gandhi: 


307 

383 

% who gave reasons as:— 


100% 

% 

100% 

% 

Traditional voter/have always 
voted 

28.9 

28.3 

29.0 

Helped poor/well-wisher of 
poor 

She is a great/popular politi¬ 
cian 

21.8 

17.3 

22.5 

5.8 

4.9 

6.0 

Will vote for her as others do 

5.2 

3.3 

5.5 

Water/housing facilities were 
provided 

4.5 

1.3 

5.0 

Got land when she was in 
power 

Liked Party’s policies/sound 
policies 

3.2 

2.3 

3.4 

3.1 

4.2 

2.9 

Got benefits when she was 
in power 

2.9 

1.6 

3.1 

Stable Government/good ad¬ 
ministration 

2.5 

3.6 

2.S 

She will allocate land, if she 
returns 

2.4 

1.3 

2.6 

Indira is a woman/like woman 
to rule 

2.1 

3.9 

1.8 

Helped minorities / backward 
cuss people 

1.8 

2.0 

1.8 

Has done a lot for Harijans 

1.8 

2.0 

1.8 

Economic stability during her 
reign 

1.4 


1.6 

Honest/good Party / people’s 
Party 

Helped farmers/agriculturists 

1.0 

0.8 

1.0 

1.0 

1.0 

0.8 

Party worker/member, so will 
vote for her 

Party helped businessman/in¬ 
dustrialists ... ..i 

She Is e good/honest/kind 
person 

0.7 

2.3 

0.5 

0.6 

1.0 

0.5 

0.6 

1.3 

0.5 

Want Indira to become Prime 
Minister 

0.5 

0.7 

0.5 

Others 

2.8 

10.4 

1.6 

No particular reason 

11.2 

11.4 

11.2 

Refused 

2.5 

3.6 

2.3 


Q: "Why will you vote for Mr. Patil ?" 


CLASS 
TOTAL Urban 


Rural 


No. who said they will vote for 

Mr. Veerendra Patil: 

% who gave reasons as:— 

Me is a local man 
Will vote as others do 
Want to try a new Govern¬ 
ment/want a change 
Traditional woter/always voted 
JUke Party policies / sound 
policies 

Does not like dictatorial rule 
of Indira Gandhi/want 
democracy 

Janata helps poor people ... 
Gortd administration 
Abolished Emergency 
Reduced/checked prices 
Party member/worker 
Ruling Party at Centre 
Water/housing facilities are 
provided 

Popular/people’s party 
Misuse of power by Indira 
Gandhi 

Helpful in future 
Avoid/remove corruption 
Congress failed in ruling 
People suffered during Emer¬ 
gency 

Indira is a bad woman 

Good ieader/politician 

No help from Congress (I) ... 

No caste barriers 

Do not want Indira to come back 

Others 

No particular reason 
Refused 


% 

Nos. 

Nos, 


301 

218 


100% 

100% 


% 

% 

11.0 

5.0 

12.3 

10.1 

13.6 

9.6 

7.8 

11.0 

7.3 

7.3 

4.3 

7.8 

6.3 

5.6 

6.4 

6.3 

8.6 

6.0 

5.0 

1.7 

5.5 

5.5 

5.6 

5.5 

4.8 

3.3 

5.0 

4,0 

3.3 

4.1 

3.9 

2.7 

4.1 

3.4 

4.7 

3.2 

28 

2.7 

2.8 

2.6 

1.7 

2.8 

2.6 

4.3 

2.3 

2.4 

3.3 

2.3 

2.3 

2.0 

2.3 

1.4 

1.7 

1.4 

1.4 

4.3 

0.9 

1.0 

17 

0.9 

1.0 

1.7 

0.9 

0.9 

1.3 

0.9 

0.8 

0.3 

0.9 

0.8 

3.0 

0.5 

1.4 

1.7 

1.4 

10.3 

8.3 

10.6 

4.0 

3.3 

4.1 
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“Mrs Gandhi is vindictive ," 
VEERENDRA PATIL tells 
M. J. AKBAR 


Q: Do you think you can take on 
Mrs Indira Gandhi? 

A: Yes, I am Confident of that. 

Q: But she is the great national 
leader, and she is now riding another 
wave of popularity... 

A: She is the great national 
leader, but she was defeated in Rae 
Bareilly. And I have also, in my 
humble way, served this State as 
Chief Minister for three years, and 
have been a Minister for eight years 
continuously. 

Q* But the Janata today is not 
as popular as it was in March 1977. 
and you are a Janata candidate... 

A: March ’77 was different, and 
the candidates were also different. I 
have a certain background also, T 
have done work not only for Karna¬ 
taka, but particularly ror the area 
from where we are contesting. As 
Public Works Minister, 1 have done 
a lot of work there. 

Q But how important will that 
record be vn thus election ? Even if 
people think you are a very good 
man, they may not vote for you 
because they may feel that the 
country needs Mrs Gandhi more than 
you 

A: But that way, Mrs Gandhi 
suffers from certain disadvantages. 
She was responsible for imposing 
Emergency; she did not resign after 
the Allahabad High Court judgement; 
she created draconian laws...every 
body knows about the excesses. 

Q: But she is still winning 
elections. 

A; In Azamgarh sbe won because 
of out internal differences. Certain 
of our leaders did not go there; I am 
told that some of them even Worked 
against the Janata candidate. 

Q: But in the South too, she 
swept the polls. 

A: I agree...But even then, if you 
see the voting percentages, there is 
very little difference, hardly six to 
eight per cent between the Janata 
Party and the ruling Party. I don’t 
deny that as far as our State is con¬ 
cerned her charisma is still there- 
But I am hopeful, becatfse since Mrs 
Gandhi is the candidate, the intelli¬ 
gentsia and the educated classes will 
take a lot of interest in this election. 
According to my estimate, 40 to 45 
pejr cent of the electorate are literate. 



and of this group everybody will go 
to vote. And my feeling is I am 
going to get 75 to 80 per cent of this 
vote. And not only will they exercise 
their franchise, they will try to in- 
fuenoa the others also. With 
their support, plus our campaigning, 
l feel I nave a fair chance of winning. 

Q: What is your basic strategy7 

A: The strategy is being worked 
out bv Mr George Fernandes. He is 
in charge of the entire campaign. 
As far as strategy is concerned, 1 
will not say anything. 


Q: How do the people feel about 
Mrs Gandhi coming to the South to 
contest ? 

A* The people think that she it 
coming down only because she feels 
that she can get a safe berth from 
the South, and even now she is 
afraid of the North She is not 
afraid of particularly Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh. But even though 
we are quarrelling, and there ia ini* 
fighting, and the Janata image is not 
what ft was In 1977, she is afraid of 
contesting from the North. 

Q. Looking from Karnataka, do 
sou think Mrs Gandhi would have a 
better chance of winning from 
Samos ttpur 7 

A; I really don’t know. But the 
question is, why Isn’t she contesting 
from Samastipur? That area is veiy 
close to her home State. She ft 
afraid. She is taking these two 
States for granted. But she is qfrals 


of the other two States of the South, 
Kerala and Tamil Nadu. She thinks 
Karnataka is safe, but she bad no 
idea that I was going to be a candi¬ 
date. The Congress (1) impression 
was that it would be a problem for 
us to find a suitable candidate 
because in the beginning I was not 
prepared to contest. , Not because 
Mrs Gandhi was contesting I was 
just not interested in jumping into 
the fray. I was Chief Minister from 
1968 to 1971. 1 did not contest the 
Lok Sabha polls in 1971, or the 
Assembly elections in 1972, or in 
J977 or 1878. But now that I am the 
candidate, they are developing cold 
feet. The constituency is such that 
1 can command good respect and 
good backing. 1 tel) you, when our 
representatives went to Chikmagalur 
to find out who would be the best 
candidate to oppose Mrs Gandhi 
thousands of people gathered there, 
and they were unanimous that Mi 
Veerendra Patil would be the best 
candidate. They can’t say anything 
against me; they can’t make any 
allegations; and as far as my adminis 
tration was concerned, everybody ha*> 
a good word to say. 

Q: Would you then say that you 
ere as popular as Mrs Gandhi in 
Chikmananalvr? 

A: Both of us are going to Chik- 
magalur, and this election is going 
to decide who is popular and who is 
not popular. 

Q- There ft a general impression 
that this will be an easy victory for 
Mrs Gandhi. Even the Prime Mmst 
er has suggested so by welcoming 
her to Parliament. 

A: I don’t know whether the PM 
aald thrt in a serious or a lighter 
vein. However, as Prime Minister, 
how can he' say that he will not 
welcome her in Parliament''’ It is 
for the people to decide whether she 
fhonld go to Parliament or not. 

Q; How much of a difference will 
the campaigning by the northern 
leaders h t this southern election 
make? 

A: Not all the leaders will make 
a difference. But definitely there 
are a few leaders, like Babuji, Charan 
Singh... 



A: He will make some difference, 
but not to the extent that Babuji 
will make. Charan Singh’s contribu-, 
Hon lies in the fact that he is known 
here also as a champion of Hie 
agriculturist class, as the champion 
of rural uplift. But if Babuji comes 
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it will definitely have a great effect. 

O' That is because you are not 
confident of the hanjan vote. 

A: Yon see, they had taken it for 
granted that the hanjan votes are all 
in their pocket. If Babuji comes it 
will make a lot of impact on the 
harijans, 

0’ If your leaders come and start 
speaking m Hmdi. what will be the 
reaction ’ 

A: But Babuji will speak in Eng 
lish ! In any case, as far as Kama 
taka is concerned, there is not so 
much of hatred towards Hindi, it is 
not like Tamil Nadu. During the 
Assembly elections. Charan Singh 
came, and I acroinpanicd him 
throughout. I translated his Hindi 
speeches info Kannada; nobody ob¬ 
jected A little objection was raised 
in Bangalore city, they expected 
him to speak in English. But in rural 
areas, nobody objected. In certain 
areas, even translation was not 
necessary. In Gulbarga, there was no 
translation necessary; Urdu was the 
official language of the area for cen 
tnries. The problem really exists in 
Tamil Nadu. 

Q: Mr Pat*l, are you worried 
about rigging in the'elections ? 

A: At the moment I am not 


worried. Because I am going to get 
thousands of workers from all parts 
of the State. Our programme is to 
see that a doren worker* are station¬ 
ed in every polling booth, besides oui 
local workers (But) you know thes 
have a lot of money. Unfortunate!) 
tn elections, money and drinks nla\ 
some part, and they are prepared to 
spend anv amount of money. A cer 
tain percentage cf voters docs get 
influenced. 

(?' Do you think Mrs Gandhi will 
he finished politically if she loses 
here? 

A: It will be a setback to her 
But I don’t know, she may begin 
looking around for some other cons 
tituenev in some .other place. But she 
will be completely demoralised. She 
was very confident of winning. Bui 
I am told that after I filed my nomi 
nation, differences have cropped up 
in her camp, because in Karnataka 
there are other constituencies which 
arc far safer for her than Chikma 
galur. This is not safe. The last 
time, we put up a candidate in a 
hurry during the Emergency, we had 
no resources, there was a fear at¬ 
mosphere, and despite all the handi 
caps oui candidate lost by only 64,000 
votes. And now talk is going on as 
to why Devraj Urs selected this 
constituency, and not a safer consti 


tutney, for Mrc Gandhi. 

Q: Are you suggesting that Mr 
Urs wants to sabotage Mrs Gandhi's 
election ? 

A: (laughs) I don’t know. 


Q: What will happen to Mr Urs 
if Mrs Gandhi loses ? 

A : She will throw him out with, 
m a month. She is very vindictive 
She will put all the blame on Urs. 
It is only of late that Urs has started 
realising that he made a mistake 
by asking her to contest from here. 
Even if she is elected, she will start 
taking more interest in State politics. 

Q: How important! will the 
CPI(M) support be? 

A: There will be two advantage* 

The propaganda that we are for the 
rich will not hold anv more, because 
the CPJ(M) is not the rich man's 
Party and it is supporting us. And 
the CP1(M) has got a solid backing 
among the labour; they can command 
ten to twelve thousand votes. And 
you get hundred per cent of those 
votes; they are committed votes. 
Similarly the DMK has also decided 
to support us. (After the interview 
was taken, the All India Muslim 
League also decided to support Mr 
Veerendra Patil.) 


■rsiMrs Gaadhl win WhT 


"We know the mind and men¬ 
tality” DEVRAJ URS tells 
M. J.AKBAR. 


Q Would you say that you were 
responsible for bringing Mrs 
Gandht to Chikma galur 1 
A : I am responsible in the sense 
that I wanted her to contest and 
come to the Parliament. She wan¬ 
ted its to wait at least for one more 
year. Now it's a year and seven 
months since March ’77; I thought, 
let me keep a constituency for her. 
I don’t say l am the only man res¬ 
ponsible; my Party was also there. .. 

Q: Of course, I know that the 
Party officially asked Mrs Gandhi 
to contest, but who was the inspira¬ 
tion behind this move, the man who 
worked hard to get this done 1 
A ; That goes without saying; 
you shouldn't ask me that question 
at ait. (With a short laugh) I don’t 
$ay that I am the man who did this 
and all that ... it is not necessary. 

0 •' Do you think it is politically 
wise for Mrs Gandhi to try and come 
to Parliament so soon? 

A : Whatever others might say, 
I consider it necessary that she 
should come back to Parliament. 

0' Why? 
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A : Because epart from merely 
being President of the Party, within 
the Parliament she can influence 
the working of the Government a 
good deal. Here is a person who 
has been Prime Minister ot the 
country for 11 years Surely any- 
body who has been Prime Minister 
tor 11 years will have much know- 
ledge of things. It may be useful to 
the Government also. She will be 
able to say what is what. And as 
for our Party, we will have a person 
who is going <to lead the Opposition— 
Opposition is no less important than 
the Government in a parliamentary 
system. 

Q.' Would you then say that the 
present leadership of the Opposition 
in Parliament is inadequate ? 

A : It does not necessarily fol¬ 
low that the present people are in¬ 
adequate. If I can have a person 
who influences things far better than 
others.... 

Q: One of the major criticisms 
against Mrs Gandhi is that she be¬ 
lieves in onet person rule. Don’t 
you think sending her to Parliament 
only reinforces that m the public 
mmd ? 

A : The public has not said that; 
I don’t agree with you at all. The 
public is such a wide term. I belong 
to the ‘public’; ten thousand people 
are also the ’public’. If you confine 


your definition ot public to a set of 
oliticians, f am afraid we are not 
ete to cater to them. If you consi¬ 
der the wider public, wbo has said 
that she believes in one-person rule ? 

Q ■ Maybe the public which voted 
against her in March 1977. 

A : Supposing I say that the very 
ublic which voted against our 
arty in March 77 hps changed its 
mind now? 

Q.' And this election will prove 
tlpaf 

A : This election may not be in 
itself sufficient proof, but now that 
there is no general election, what 
am I going to say? Study the by- 
elections that are going on. If pub 
lie was so hostile to us everywhere, 
we should have lost our deposits. 
How many elections have taken 
place, even in North India ? 

Q: Why didn’t Mrs Gandhi stand 
from the North ? After all, Samastt- 
pur is only three weeks away. 

A ; That is because we have had 
the experience of previous elections, 
and we know the mind and mentality 
of the ruling Party. 

What is that ? 

They don’t allow fair elec* 
tions to take place at all 

Q: Where have they not allowed 







[air elections to be held? 

A : In most of these constituen¬ 
cies in the North. 

Q: Are you talking of March 
1977, or subsequently? 

A: March ’77, plus subse- 
* quently. 

Q; But subsequently you have 
won. And that, presumably, was 
because elections are free and fair. 

A : No. In spite of that we have 
won sometimes. But here we are 
not prepared to take a chance. 

Q; But m March ’77, the Janata 
did not have the state apparatus be¬ 
hind it. 

A : Propaganda, rigging; all that 
has taken place. Subsequently, so 
many things have happened. We 
know for certain that they have 
come with guns, and people have 


not been allowed to come anywhere 
near the polling booths, 

Q: Where ? 

A : Where ? In many constitu¬ 
encies. 

Q: Perhaps you V>U Id name two 
or three? 

A : I don't want to name any, 
but we know. There is rigging, 
violence, muscle power against the 
poorer class..,. 

Q: Do you think Chikmagalur is 
a safe constituency ? 

A : From many angles, It Is. 
The general atmosphere itself is 
fair and safe in Karnataka. 

q : [t is safer in Karnataka than 
in Bihar, for instance ? 

A : Oh yes, definitely. 

Q ; Would tha Bihar unit of Con¬ 


gress (1) readily endorse the view 
that Karnataka was safer for Mrs 
Gandhi than Bihar ? 

A ; Whether they endorse it or 
not, it is safer. Let them deny it! 

Q: But in March '77 in Chik- 
magaiur, your margin of victory was 
only 6 4,000 votes. There were many 
constituencies where margins were 
much larger; aren't they safer ? 

A : Somebody had to sacrifice a 
constituency. Naturally the willing 
person is considered first. You can’t 
go on telling everybody : you give, 
you give ... Somebody volunteered, 
and it suited us; t hat’s all. 

Q: Are you very confident of 
victory in Chikmagalur ? 

A : Don’t ask me to predict 
things, but as far as my practical 
sense goes, 1 am confident. Now 
everybody says the same thing. Nor¬ 
mally no fellow who stands for elec¬ 
tions says ‘I am going to lose'. And I 
don’t expect the Janata Party or 
Veerendra Patil to say that they are 
going to lose. 

Q: Where do you expect the 
major support for Mrs Gandhi to 
come from in the Chikmagalur cons¬ 
tituency ? 

A : Almost all the section*. 

Q: Why ? 

A : Firstly because it Is Karna¬ 
taka : the voters are here. And 
then the Government is therethe 
Government is not a new Govern¬ 
ment. it is the same old Government 
that has been voted back to power. 
At least you must concede some vir¬ 
tue to the Government which has 
come back to power through all the 
stresses and strains, And please al¬ 
so note that this is the only State 
in the whole of India where the last 
Government has come back, 

Q: How have you been able to 
survive so long — for seven y4° r3 ? 
Is one of the reasons because you 
had minimum dissension within your 
Party ? 

A : Oh, I bed a hell of dissension, 
previously : State Party President 
after President ... K. H. Patil was 
the worst ! There were a lot of 
dissidents, but people in general 
gave me full hacking. The Party 
also must have given support, but 
if you talk of less dissidents, it was 
not so. Why. I was dismissed (just 
prior to the Assembly polls) mainly 
because of my Party ! (Chuckles.) 

<2; There is some talk that at 
the moment there is a faction in the 
Congress (1) working against you. 

A : There is no basis in that. 
Some people wish for it; they wish 
such a thing happens. 

Q: But why don’t you want any 
of your Ministers to go to Chikma¬ 
galur without your permission? 

A : Because it will be a disturb¬ 
ance to the people who work. I 
have said I will allot time and work 
to them. When a Minister goes, so 
many people go; even the workers 
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mind<! get diverted. We must create, 
as fat as possible, local workers and 
leadership. 

<? 'Or is your decision only be¬ 
cause you want to Keep all tjie 
stnhtn m your own hand, ’ 

A It somebody wants to interpret 
it that way. I can't help it If you 
want my explanation, I am giving 
it If you want your own interpre¬ 
tation, you are free to do it. Where 
is 1 the question of having strings’ 
Evert my Ministers are with me only, 
thety-can’t he otheiw,se 

‘ j . > 

0 Yes but in practical politics 
you may have had to appoint 
Ministers -who you rnay not be to 
tally satisfied with. 

•A Maybe But in practical poll- 
rttv also I cannot allow Ministers 
tot go m their own wav, either, and 
become big dissident^ Either they 
have to stay or get out Luckily, l 
doft“t have this problem All right, 
even if I allow them to go (fieely), 
hoW will it be to my disadvantage 
as far as my leadership is concerned? 

0 Weil, these Ministers may tell 
Delhi that they have worked more 
than you, and it is because of them 
that Mrs Gandhi ts gettmg votes. 

A Unfortunately that very person 
Is coming here, every day she is in 
the constituency. So their telling 
tales also does not matter Perhaps 
VOw want to suggest that I don't 
ntlVe any hold on the masses Once 
you accept that I have been reelec- 
tbd," how can you say so? 1 need 
not *'again and again prove (my 

a ularity), if people don’t want to 
eve that, I don't bother about it. 

Q You are on unusual Chief 
Mmister, m Mrs Gandhi’s eleven 
years, I think you are the only 
Chief Minister who has been left 
undisturbed. 

r A■ (Laughs) Maybe That is be¬ 
cause I have been doing my work, 
I* tl\ink. Everybody goes on indulg¬ 
ing in 1 many matters which are not 
their province, and nor are they able 
ttf'ftwp their people together How 
do’you say that it is only Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi'S fault? As long as I enjov the 
support of the Party, why would 
tw disturb me? 

> •/ t 


Q: But it ft suspect. 

A; Why? Law and order (a my 
responsibility, not of the man tn 
the street who talks. 

Q * Do you envisage a lot of 
violence t 

A' How do I know with these 
fellows? If I have to talk only on 
the basis of the experience 1 have 
had. certainly these Janata Party 
people are not angels. They believe 
more in violence than anybody else. 
And those who have doubts about 
their success believe more in vio¬ 
lence- 

0 • Do you think they will inaft 
gate violence? 

A- Ohhhh! I have my fears. 
What did they do in the last elec¬ 
tions? Throwing stones l Showering, 
not throwing. 

Q: How would you rate Mr Vee- 
rendra PatU as a candidate? 

A: I think they have put up their 
best man. 

Q - Mr Patil has not lost an 
election so far. 

A: What? What are you telling 
me? (Smiles) What are you telling 
me? Supposing 1 don’t stand for 
elections at all, where is the ques¬ 
tion of losing it? (Laughs.) 

Q; Mr Patti is expected to get the 
Imgayat and the vokkaliga vote, 
isn’t he ? 

A I do not want to say anything; 
let him have his own impression; 
why should I disturb him? My 
approach is that I go to all the 
voters, and try to persuade them tu 
vote tor me. All communities are 
going to vote for Mrs Gandhi. 


0: In the popular mind. Mrs 
Gandhi has an authoritarian image. 
How will this affect her? 

A: If she is authoritarian, then 
the present Prime Minister is also 
authoritarian; how is he different? 
What is this public image? You 
people seem to think that the world 
in which you live is the entire 
country; sorry, 1 must say it, even 
if it hurts. Many of you don’t know 
the country. 


'Q- Have there been any transfers 
am&nd the police or bureaucracy 
jdst' 'before the Chtkmayalur elec- 
tiohj ? 

A': There is only one superinten¬ 
dent; what is there if one superin¬ 
tendent is transferred? There are 
tefl thousand officers, in all fields, in 
the Government machinery if I 
h^ve' brought in one officer for a 
vacancy which is already there... 
When an election (takes place), 
don’t you think that a competent 
officer is required? Competent, im¬ 
partial; an officer who is not invol¬ 
ved in caste, or communalism, oi 
politic?. Generally, they are not, but 
thi$ man is particularly not involved. 
He is a man from the North East 
provinces; so if I bring him, what is 
all this stupid criticism ? 

36 - 


Q: If Mrs Gandhi wins, do you 
think Mrs Gandhi will adopt the 
South as her future political base J 

A: How can I say? What happens 
■fter five years or four years, how 
can I say? 

Q: Tell us, and this question must 
have been discussed often enough; 
won’t the South evdr have its own 
Prime Minister ? 

A: Those are all matters about 
which I do not want to say any¬ 
thing. It is relevant to an extent, 
but not too relevant. Whether from 
the North or the South, how does 
It really matter? If a man is fit 
enough to become Prime Minister, 
and he is from the South, 1 will 
also yes. But just because someone 
is from the South... 



9 ’ Hove you ever thought of 
going to Delht? 

A: I have undertaken this task, 
my Party people have asked to do 
this job; let me do it properly. 

Q: You don’t have any fascination 
for the Centre? 

A: I will be quite happy if I am 
left to myself to complete some 

S obs I have taken up What is that 
ascinatlon for Delhi?! 

Q: More power. 

A: More power? It is very difficult 
for me to make people realise what 
is what. I dont consider it more or 
less power. By going there what will 
happen? My name will become some- 
thing wonderful, is it? (Laughs) 
What is that more power? 

Q: Are there any serious diffe¬ 
rences between you and Mrs 
Gandhi? 

A: No. 

Q: Are there any differences at 
allt 

A: You see. unfortunately there 
are some elements, both inside and 
outside, who would wish to create 
dissension by carrying stories which 
are not true, by exaggeration; so 
many things ate there. But strictly 
speaking, there is nq difference. Ana 
1 know people even outside my 
Party are very anxious to see that 
there are differences. 

Q: Are there any differences 
between you and Mr Smjuy 
Gandhi f 

A: (Laughs) What differences 
will I have with him, I don’t know. 
He is not in the picture. Poor chap, 
he is worried about his cases; almost 
every day he has to attend courts. 

Q; You donft think he is involved 
ft? making political decisions? 

A: No. It is aot correct, as far as 
I know. 
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The Indira wave 


W HEN Mrs G. rowed up to 
where about a thousand 
people were marooned in the 
recent floods, those on the frin¬ 
ges paused in their drowning and 
looked on. Then they sank, 
their hands waving over the 
swirling waters. 

‘‘They're waving to me,” said 
Mrs G. and waved back. Then 
turning to the Youth Congresx(I) 
workers, she demanded, “where 
arc the Party streamers 

“Sorry, Ma'am.” said a volun 
teer. ‘‘we were busy pulling peo¬ 
ple out of the watei.” 

“You’re being untaii to those 
people,” said Mrs G pointing to 
the drowning members of the 
electoiale "They need some 
assuranre on then last journey ” 

"One foi the load,” said Mo¬ 
hammad Yunus, known for his 
delicate sense of humour. 

The electoiate fept di owning 
awav, until an exasperated Vasant 
Stithe mod -ml, "Slogans l” 

At this the di owning people 
stayed afloat for a while and 
raised this slogan Indtraji, nap 
sanqharsh hartyr, Hum any ke 
.sualh ham ! 

After idixing the slogan they 
sank, some waving and some 
with CPI affiliations giving the 
clenched fist salute. Those who 
were in the middle and not In 
Immediate danger ’ of drowning 
garlanded Mrs G profusely. Mrs 
G. thanked them and began a 
lengthy defence of the Tuikman 
Gate demolitions. 

“Beloved brothers and sisters", 
she began, speaking in Hindi, 
interspersed with her native Kan 
nada, "immediately after the 
elections I was scared stiff and 
wouldn't stir out of the ho«se. 
Then I put one foot out, tenta¬ 
tively. I spoke, coyly at first, 
apologetically. I said I was 
sorry for Turkman Gate, that it 
was a bureaucratic excess, that 
It was all a terrible mistake. 
Then I tried out an elephant ride 
to Belch! and saw that it worked. 
Now after the Charan, Kanti and 
Suresh episodes. I'm convinced 
that Turkman Gate was right. I 
have chosen to tell you this bo- 
cause the Janata Government 
have done nothing to relieve 
your suffering.” 



The people burst into cheers, 
and more from the fringe sank. 
“Your predicament has made me 
realize," Mrs G. continued. 
‘That Maruti was right Marutl 
could have made motor boats for 
joy rides, and a little poly mix 
could havp purified the flood 
waters I did say my son was 
not in politics, but now seeing 
how helplessly you drown, I 
promise him to you once again.” 

At this the cheering grew 
frantic, and according to the 
National Herald even the water 
level receded slightly. 

“The censorship, the deten¬ 
tions without tiial, the disciplin¬ 
ed judiciary, the succession." she 
said, "everything was right." 

“Slogansprompted B. K. 
Dhawan 

The people responded • Indtra¬ 
il oap sanqharah karrye. Hum 
aap ke saath hain 1 

A copter was circling down to 
drop food packets, and there was 
a scramble Yash Pal Kapoor 
appealed to the people not to 
pick up any relief sent by the. 
Janata Government, but wait in 
stead for their beloved leader’s 
return to power. When this had 
no effect on the scramble, Mrs 
G-. issued a statement congratu¬ 
lating the officials who still be¬ 
lieved in discipline and who, de¬ 
fying the Government got hold 
of food stocks for the people. 
These were food surpluses accu¬ 
mulated during the Emergency. 

Soon the scramble subsided, 
and the copter wheeled awav. 
And more from the fringes dis¬ 


appeared under the watei/ One 
of the leaders of the national 
movement, Arjan Das, looked 
round and was worried. Was the 
tempo slackening? 

“Slogans !” he cried. 

The people, and there were 
fewer now, and even these had 
their mouths full, responded 
weakly - Indtraji aap sanpharsh 
katiye, Hum aap ke saath ham ! 

“Beloved brothers and sisters,” 
said Mrs G to them in a fare¬ 
well address, "I go now. I’m 
taking these volunteers away too, 
because they are required else 
where more urgently. We need 
evei yone for an anti flood de 
monstratinn before the AIR 
That ouc'ht to give you great 
comfort ” 

Then the little island gave 
way altoeether, and the re>-t ot 
the people disappeared too. They 
however waved to her as thev 
sank Mrs G waved hack. She 
stood there on the prow, con 
templating the waters. She smil 
ed to heiself Then a wind rose 
and with it, a wave of muddy 
water 

“Forward •" she told the pilot 

The boat chugged and verred 
round towards diy land and 
politics 

E National Herald’s politl 
cal correspondent observed 
“The floral tubutes to Mrs 
Gandhi piove that she is still the 
only national leadei afloat flic 
g.v lands, and theie weie. many, 
were fiom the best floiists In 
town What has the Janata got 
to say to that ? " 

The Janata had nothing to 
say, because they had never 
heard of florists, only of flowers 
However they did their own 
analysis Wrote that theorist ■ 
“The populanty of Mis Gandhi is 
confined to urban floods In 
holy Varanasi I witnessed a Jat 
and a Harijan drowning togt 
ther. Both were gulping water 
in. The Jat, observing that the 
Harijan was drinking the same 
water as he, was aghast. It had 
never been so in the village. So 
the Jat admonished the Harijan 
in Hindi for his presumption, and 
asked him to muddy his share of 
the water before drinking it. The 
Harijan promptly obeyed Soon 
both the Jatt and the Harijan 
were dead, but from this one can 
conclude the Janata wave conti¬ 
nues unabated in the pro¬ 
vinces .” 

0 V VIJAYAN 



33 



















oy 
BELENOS! 




fat 


■.r.i 


5v' 






*K> 




V. 


a^ lx 


¥- ■ 

|V'J 


\~~TS 


Mi 


03^> 


.«• -xvi 


;SV^J 


jtfla 


'V\\> 




• V 


YOU'RE IN1M6 N 
ARMY NOW/IT'S 
TIME r<?U LEARNT 
OBEY ORDERS/WE 
KNOW HOW THE LAND 
LIES AND WE'RE 
<SOlN<3 BACK TO 
CAMP TO TELL 
OUR superior 

OFFICERS /// , 


:&s l*- 


y" TELL THEN'-'v 
WHAT?WE DIDN'T ' 
GO DOWN TO THE 
BEACH, SO WE 
HAVEN'T SEEN 
. ANV THING.' > 


'W' 




'4M 


'tfi 


r-*- 


K* 








*4K«6t 


•sfe*' 


!' II 




V 


iV' 


% 




w +*•* 




NEVE.ft .ViINC’ 
WHAT .JULIUS 
CAESAk' SAi!>... 
NOT GOING* 
AND NOT SEEING 
iv. THE BEST 
WAV NOT TO 
V 3 E T 

^CONQUekED 


*2 *. 

•fe 






mi 
























"It's not atrocities on Harijans, 
it's a class struggle" 


If Mrs Gandhi ha sell wants to descend to such a low level 
of trkinq rovenqe on me / don l know what standard of 
political conduc t and behaviour she will impose on the 
country when she aqain assumes the reiqns of power 
JAGJIVAN RAM tells AJOY BOSt in reply to a question 
about the campaign against him in a nuqa/me edited by 
Mrs Gandhi s daughter in law The Defence Minister refuses 
to be drawn into a discussion on the squabbles in the Janata 
Party but is sure about one thing Raj Naram hasn't changed 


Q: Do you think that the Janata 
Party will close its ranks and its 
leaders stop squabbling among 
themselves, now that Mrs Indira 
Gandhi has decided to contest for 
Parliament ? 

A• Iticspoc live of (lie fad who 
flu i Mis (kiiuIIii is contesting 01 
not tlu Jan it t T’ailv consists of 
live Pail us out of winch tom had 
contested each othei ten ‘seveiat 
decades li is no mean achievement 
that these Pathos h ive (onto 
undci one flag one symbol and one 
slogan 1 oi people who have been 
at loggeiluac’s for so long it will 
take tune lot Ihem to ten gel then 
pasl and compose then chircunces 
And on the whole most ol the 
membeis of the Party have conduc 
led themselves will) dignity except 
a few elloits will lie made to 
minimise the chile icnces lathei thin 
magnify them 

Q: Rut Babuji, the Aght between 
different constituents of the Party 
is increasing, not lessening 

A: Well, I have said that by and 
laige, most of the membeis ol the 
Janata Patty have concluded them 
selves with dignity and discipline It 
is only a few who have been mis 
behaving which is not veiv digm 
fied and conducive to the unity of 
the Patty 

Q: Who are these few? 

A: Then names aie veiy well 
known 1 think you aie an Indian 
and you know that If you were* 
not an Indian, it would be* neces 
saty to educate you Some of the 
journalists behave as if they aie 
not Indians and they want to know 
everything You know of the 
squabbles and yet you don’t know 
who cieates them 'I hat is the 
strange thing if you know about 
the squabbles, you also know who 
n rates them You ran’l be in 
ignoiaqce of that 
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Q: There is a feeling that there 
is no discipline inside the Janata 
Party and all that the leaders do is 
to fight among themselves? 

A Inlkuig ol discipline indisci 
plme 1 don l think that time lias 
bo ii my political Pail) whoe 
time have been no dilleiemcs 
tnumg the leaclc is and the woikiis 
I min this point ol \ii w, I don t 
think that the ( ongiess was any 

belli i thin the Jan da Puty 

<1: Are you dcscubing the 

abuses traded against each other 
by various Janata Party leaders, in¬ 
cluding the charges against you. as 
merely differences? 

A: I would not like lo make 
much comment cm that I have 

only to say that in the meeting of 
the lanutu Pai hamentary Pail), 
many membeis emphasised the 

necessity id maintaining certain 
staudaids cd public behavioui 

t|: If there are only a few who 
are lowering the standards of beha¬ 
viour, why are they being allowed 
to stay in the Party? 

A. Well, some times one has to 
give them time to correct them 
selves 

Q: Will it be better if Mr, 
Charan Singh and Mr Raj Narain 
are taken back in the Cabinet and 
all that has gone on Cor the last 
five months forgotten and forgiven? 
Are you ready to forgive Mr Raj 
Narain for his charges against you, 
if he promises to behave in future? 

A: How can I presume that Raj 
Narain is going to change himself 7 
He hasn’t changed. Who will give 
guarantee that he will change him¬ 
self 7 No, I will not answer such a 
hypothetical question. Don't take 
me amiss, I am deliberately not 
answering this question. 

Q: How would you sum up the 


proceedings of the Janata (Parlia¬ 
mentary Party meeting? 

A: Well, this was the first time 
there was free and frank discussion 
in the meeting of the JPP And ft 
was clear what the majority of the 
members of the JPP think about 
discipline and certain standards to 
be maintained in the conduct of 
the affans of thp Paity Though 
no resolution was passed it was ob 
vious what the consensus was on 
discipline and encoui agement of 
fuithei unity of the Party 

Q: Will you comment on I the 
lanata Party president Chandra¬ 
sekhar’s conspicuous absence at 
the Parliamentary Party meeting ? 

A - Well I have ned had a talk 
with hun Therefore, I am not in 
a position to comment on Ins ab 
score It would not be fair to torn 
ment on his absente 

Q: There is talk that there will 
be a Cabinet reshuffle soon. Have 
you been consulted about this by 
the Prime Minister and is IU true 
that you might take over the Home 
Ministry ? 

A: Iheic has been a talk m thr 
an foi so many months I have not 
been consulted in lecent times and 
Iheic has been no discussion so far 
as the leshuHlo is contented 

fi: Will there be a reshuffle 
soon ? 

A: That I can’t say Only the 
Pi ime Minister can say 

Q: Who do you think would be 
the best candidate to fight Mrs 
Gandhi at Ohikmagalur ? 

A: Well it is for the local Janata 
Paity lo decide fiom there who they 
will held 

Q: What do you think are Mrs 
Gandhi’s chances of winning-? 

A: Well, every political Party 
that contests, contests for winning 
the elections 

Q: Do you think that the Janata 
Party will lose? 

A: Well, the local people of the 
lanata Paity think that the Party 
will win 

Q: Will you go to Chikmagalur 
to campaign for the Janata Party ? 

A: I normally don’t go to can¬ 
vass for by elections. 

Q: Why do you think Mn 
Gandhi’s family magazine “Surya” 




has chosen this time to start a 
smear campaign against you? 

A. I would not like to comment 
noon tin type of editoiiul stall that 
‘ Sin \ i ’ lias got 

Q: But surely, the latest issue 
of the magazine has Mrs Gandhi's 
approval ? 

A: Well, H Mis («a idlu heist If 
wauls to descend lo such low level 

of taking levi^ngi on me, 1 
don’t know what standard ot poll 
tual Londmt and beliavioui she will 
impose on the counti> when she 
again assumes the reigns of powt r 
which 1 fed the tountiy mav not 

pi i nut 

Q: In a speech a few weeks 
back, you had talked about the 
need for a Hartjan organisation for 
tl\eir welfare and protection. Whit 
would be your involvement in such 
an organisation ? 

A- In the first place the ques 
lion is not based on what I said at 
C haiidigaih I did not say an oiga 
nisation of llanjans I said about 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes 
and all pooi people n respective of 
caste and religion So it is a dv 
tnition of mv speech, the way this 
question has been put As a matter 
of fart, the conference that was 
held at Chandigarh was not only o. 
Unmans It was of Legislators be 
longing to Scheduled Castes, Sche 
duied Tubes and othei poorer sec 
tions, to end economic exploitation 
of the poorer sections of sorietv 
and also to end atrocities on them 
it is necossarv to have a united 
1 1 ont of all these people And with 
this end in view a conference ot all 
the legislators fiotn throughout the 
country will be convened at Delhi 
in order to torm an organisation 
like that. 

Q: Will this be a political orga¬ 


nisation 

A: No, it will not be political 
because legislators of ail political 
Parties will be muted to the con 
ventioii It will be a speual orga 
nisation to end economic exploitu 
lion and resist atiocities on the 
pooier sections of society 

Q: What will be your involve¬ 
ment ? 

A: 01 course I will be involved 
m that 

Q: Will you be heading it ? 

A: No not nuesxun'y 

Q: Is it true that atrocities on 
llanjans have been on the nse ? 

A: Well, as n mailei of fact, a 
few days bark tin re has been a re 
poit fiom the Home Ministry in 
which they have given the figures 
of the violence tint have t ik< n 
place m the country and it appears 
that is on the increase Well 1 
don’t attarh much importance on 
whether the number of ati unties 
on the poorer section has increased 
or dec i eased f v< n a few instances 
of such atrocities jic condcmnable 
and a blot on the fair name of 
India And effoits will have to he 
made to eliminate smli atiocities 

Q: Why do you think the atron 
ties are on the rise? 

A: Well, because of conscious 
ness among the weaker sections of 
the poorer class of people who have 
been so long exploited They aie 
wanting to have some land Ami 
the dominant communities and 
vested inteiests m the rural areas 
feel that if these people attain rio 
nomic stiength it would not be 
possible to exploit them oi give 
them nominal wages they are 
living to lesist all the movements 
ot the pooier sections to gam 
economic stiength 


Us Ib there any difference be¬ 
tween the attitude of the previous 
Congress Government and the 
Janata Government towards Hari- 
jans? 

A: Well, as a matter of fact if 
one were to analyse the various 
incidents ot atiocities, one will find 
th.it the»e ate nol based on the 
political affiliation ot thOM who poi 
peltate the atrocities As a matter 
ot fact it is a class struggle The 
dominant classes ol whatever poli¬ 
tical pei suasion they belong to in¬ 
dulge m such activities in order 
to pievent the gaining of economic 
stiength bv the weaker sections 
Unfoitunatcly the geneial unpres 
scon has gtown that the l.mata 
Pai tv is a l’.iilv of kulaks and big 
capitalists though time e no baus 
fix this Hut un!ultimately sm h an 
atmo'pheie lias been cicated and 
many people believe in such a thing 
But on the whole tt is more ol a 
cliss tonllic t III ill a political ton 
llict 

Q: There is a feeling that most 
of the benefits given by the Gov¬ 
ernment to Hartjans have been 
eaten up by a small Hanjan elite 
while the vast mass of Hartjans 
have remained where they were. 
Would you care to comment? 

A. I he allegation m the formu 
latum ol the question is quite in 
comet it is not that the advantage 
is taken up In the Human elite As 
a mutti i of I tel a luge mini 
he i of boys who come horn the 
families ot agniulluial lubnui have 
benefited bv the large uuinbei 
of sc holut ships that have been 
awirded to them Many p* oplt don t 
know what aie the ficilities and 
lerhapx the pet son who has foimu 
atrd the question is also not aware 
of the fact that the oulv advantage 
that has been given to the Sche 
dultd Castes is a laige numbei of 
stipends toi pre matriculate and 
post matiiculate studies and some re 
seivalion in the sei vices, the advan 
lage of these has been taken 
mostly by the pooiei classes as 
a muttci of fact the elite has 
been excluded fiom taking advan 
tage of these 'cholurxhipx Then* 
nu oiue ceiling and all those whose 
*■ alailes aie luphei than the ceiling 

then children aie excluded from 
getting these scholarships So theie is 
a misunderstanding or igooiance oi 
some inspned feeling going on to 
depute llanjans of these advantages. 
] his tec ling is being deliberately 
cieated bv caste Hindus to take 
awav fiom the Harijans the few 
advantages given to them by the 
Government 


Q Given the current chaotic polk 
ticul situation and disintegrating law 
and order, do you think there are 
chances of another Emergency? 

A: 1 think that the Janata Party 
has deflated that it would not declare 
1 nu i genrv at all There is no chance. 
As a matter of fact 1 feel that we 
should face the situation instead of 
derluimg I mergeney 
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Tits sublime 


I pVERY person in the performing 
1/ aits needs at least two talents : 
a specific one (acting or direction or 
whatever) and the general one of 
self-management, of choosing the 
right material and of "editing” his 
self. Raj Kapoor, alas, now has 
neither. He is the sort of filmmaker 
who does not develop; he simply con¬ 
tinues. Since he made Jish Desk Metn 
Canga Bahtt Hai we are unaware of 
any new thought or feeling having 
got through to him. I seriously 
doubt whether a well-known director 
with a smaller numbei of themes 
ever existed and must decide that a 
filmmaker (like a writer) who does 
not develop can continue with ever- 
decreasing returns. 

Satyam Shwam Sundaram is an 
unmitigated disaster and any one 
silly enough to crow over it deserves 
to be horsewhipped - it is criminal 
to suffer fools silently The film is 
witless and pointless. Worse, it is 
also deadenmgly unimaginative and 
mcchanital. The script is assembled 
from old-liim cliches patched up and 
fitted to a new line of stars: it pre¬ 
tends to mirror the trjth that “love 
sublime” magically transforms a 
thing of uglines? into a joy for ever. 
In theory fine but why did Raj 
Kapoor have to tell this in a story 
that not even the most gullible 
would buy? A city-bred engmeei 
Shashi Kapoor's love for an abnagan 
(unfortunate) village girl, Hupn 
(Zecuat Am an) whose face is parti¬ 
ally but hideously scarred, his in¬ 
ability to accept physical deformity 
in any form, the girl's nightingale 
.voice, wow of a body and selfless 
love which finally .. And so it goes. 
There Is no real drama here, not a 
whiff of the breath of human life only 
a sense of inevitability in the main 
action which sees to it that all’s well 
that ends well. 


Perhaps Raj Kapoor did not want 
to tell a story in the first place. 
Uncorscted. Zeenat’s friendlv bust 
gives promises of pneumatic bliss: so 
Who needs a story? Ceitnnly 
not the average Indian filmgoer 
whose erotic expectations had been 
carefully nurtured aver the last one 
year or so by a publicity blit? in 
which the national Press has been 
all too willing and gleeful an ac 
complice. SSS is quite openly a 
cheap exploitation film much more 
ao than Dev Anand’s Des Parties'. 
Where Tina Muniin, one feels, is 
more than a mere object. Ms Aman 
is nothing but that. Suitably bare 
and bra-less, now gyrating her hips 
in provocative coital rhythms, now 
hugging a Ungam in what must 
surely pass as the most blatant 




uieie of phallus woiship in the whole 
history of Indian cinema (it jj, also 
the only visual equivalent ot 
masturbation fantasy 1 have seen m 
films), now bathing Diana like, in 
the waterfalls so that the sex mil¬ 
lions uie able satisfy their 
voyeuristic longings, now languious 
lv stietching herself on a bed. hm 
deep decollatage a sight to dream of 
not to tell She does all this not as 
Rupa, the character she portrays, 
but just as a piofessional model 
posing for hei cameraman in order 
io sell a pinducl— and with it also 
her own image As a sex symbol Ms 
Aman is too lakulatmg to have the 
direct appeal of the old stars (as a 
fantasy loser you would want to 
kiss her—only with your eyes open). 
But watching her apply the hard 
and soft art of selt-meiclutndislng is 
an experience in its own right 

As an exploitation film SSS sup¬ 
plies mechanised sex - sex an 
physical stimulant without any 
passion or emotional violence, it 
does not express the chai actors’ 
drives. If the exotic is to be n 
liberating fmee in films it has to 
combine sexuality with a new sense 
of realism on the part ot the actors. 
Zeenat and Shashi’s chemistry is 
sexual, yet together they are tar too 
image-conscious to be truly uninhibi¬ 
ted. The kissing scene between them 
is Curiously but not untypicaliv, 
forced and artificial. The leason why 


SSS fails even on the level of the 
erotic is because Raj Kapoor, as a 
director, lacks the elegance and the 
richness and the sensuality to make 
lushly erotic films What he has 
instead is an abundance of bad 
taste, the* ability to suggest the 
vulgar and the saiaiious—no, not 
with sophisticated Gallic charm but 
through crude visual and verbal 
gags, gags that are reminiscent <1 
the screwball comedies from Holly¬ 
wood, minus ot course, their wit: 
Women as pui suers and even as 
seducers of innocent males. As soon 
ns a dapper Shashi enters the viliige 
wheie Rupa lives the women’s 
mouths water. 1 have yet to sec a 
film, Indian or Western, where the 
womenfolk hungrily eye a man sp 
unabashedly They are the greedy 
brides of Dracuia eager to suck the 
life juice out of the beio. One of 
them tries to drag him into the 
s'pfe coveis of a whc„t field for u 
quick tumble. These and more 
meieiy to titillate - no irony, no 
satfic. not even the saving grace of 
humour. 

As a big budget puduction SSS is 
one of the shoddiest films to come 
out ot the RK Studios. The sets hurt 
one's sensibility all too often with 
their aiUfictality and demand a 
complete suspension of disbelief. 
The enormous amount of footage 
used to film torrential rain and the 
consequent breaching of a dam is 
wasted when one considers the 
amateurish way in which It has been 
filmed. The rain pours from a clear 
powder blue sky and villages are 
evacuated over dry land supposed to 
have been inundated - The colour 
photography and lighting of Radhu 
Karmakar are a shame The fashion 
photo-coot ol his earlier work is here 
replaced by garish exteriors ana 
frequent ovei-gaudy lighting that 
after a while becomes a pain to 
watch. Some camera movements are 
embarrassingly callow quick zoom- 
ins to register shock, hasty pull¬ 
backs to underscore a sensitivo 
moment, and so on 

Had Raj Kapoor been directorlally 
more competent would it have mab 
teied? I doubt it for given its unique 
blend of crap and corn, a gieater 
restraint could have done little 
beyond turning a resounding fiasca 
into a dull thud. As to the acting, 
both Zcen.it and Shashi make 
pathetic fools of themselves. What 
to them is meant to be tiagic and 
sad emerges ns ludicrous and in¬ 
credible. 

A show aS dreadful as Satyam 
Sluvam bunder am has neither sense 
nor decency oj it would not have 
opened And it is still here, worse 
luck. 


GAUTAM KUNDU 
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Prisoners unfettered 


'1'TiK Supreme Court has struck a 
1. blow tor the deprived and the 
forgotten—the prisoners in our jails. 
The judgement is significant in many 
ways. What could have surprised 
most people is that the decision 
should have come, in answer to the 
plaints of Sunil Batra, who was 
sentenced to death, and is awaiting 
appeals to the Supreme Court and 
the President, and Charles Shobraj 
who is generally alleged to be an 
international criminal and accused of 
robbery and murder in several 
countries. The Supreme Court, in 
giving relief to the two applicants 
who would normally not get any 
sympathy, has given hope to the 
oppressed, the much abused and the 
forgotten. It is a refreshing tonfrasl 
to the manner in which high courts 
and even the Supreme Court deal! 
With political dissenters who were 
clamped in jail during the F.mergency. 

Sunil Batra. incidentally, is a high 
ly intelligent and well behaved young 
man, with whom 1 lived in the same 
barracks for months. Even if he 
were guilty ot the heinous offenre 
of murder, he is a fit case for 
sympathy and deserving of efforts to 
rehabilitate him. After all, what may 
have been an aberration should not 
cost the country a young, intelligent 

i and talented life. Whatever Sunil’s 
ultimate fate may be, he will at least 
not be subjected to torture in jail 
in tbe. form of solitary confinement 


Shobraj who was fettered as soon 

I as he was arrested, and kept in that 
condition for months on end will no 
longer have to bear the indignity amt 
the acute discomfort of bar-fetters 
l< ontinuously for the rest ot his life 
> jail. 

The Court has held that both 
solitary confinement and the fetter¬ 
ing of prisoners constitute punish 
nent, and that they may not be 
resorted to, without the jail adminis¬ 
tration applying its mind in each in 
iividual case, and recording its 
■easons in writing. Prisoners all ovei 
he country will be ever grateful to 
he Supreme Court for roming to 
heir aid so forcefully and unequivo¬ 
cally. The judgement is also valu¬ 
able for the comments that it 
ontains. They should touch the 

E onsrience of jurists, administrators, 
intellectuals, politicians, and those 
i claim to he loncerncd with 
ial work. 

fore often than not, solitary con 
ament is imposed at the whim and 
Cy 'of the jail superintendent, 
generally guided by the juniormost 
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member of his staff, who neitner has 
the capacity nor the training to ex 
ercise his mind. Sometimes tin- 
decision to put a prisoner in solitary 
is taken by the police or the execu¬ 
tive, and the jail superintendent 
obeys the instruction—an arbitrary 
and illegal practice of which I rny 
self was a victim. Immediately after 
I was served with an order of deten¬ 
tion under MISA, f was taken to 
Tihar Jail. On my being presented 
to the jailor, l was unceremoniously 
marched to the notorious punishment 
cells, and solitarily confined in one 
of them for several days. I could 
not possibly have been guilty of in 
discipline or any other offence even 
before 1 entered the jail. Obviously, 
the police wanted me to be punished 
even before I was charged and con¬ 
victed, «tnd the jail superintendent 
was more than willing. And the 
Delhi High Court was unwilling to 
listen to my complaint. 

The Supreme Court, taking note of 
the manner in which solitary con¬ 
finement is mindlessly, arbitrarily 
and illegally imposed on a prisoner, 
said that “the liberty to move, mix. 
mingle, talk (to), and share company 
wilh co-prisoners, if substantially 
curtailed, would be violative of the 
Constitution”. In another place, the 
Court characterised solitary confine¬ 
ment as degrading and dehumanising, 
and went od to say _ that solitary 
would be unnatural , and may breed 
insanity, that isolation represented 
the most destructive, abnormal en¬ 
vironment and cautioned that it 
would be disastrous to the physical 
and mental health of those subjected 
lo it. A very powerful indictment 
of the cruel practice that is so 
casually and callously indulged in by 
jail authorities, with the knowledge 
and connivance of the executive. 

Discussing the placing of bar- 
fetters, the umrt was equally con¬ 
demnatory. It came down heavily 
un the practice, by saying that it 
“cannot be oblivious to the fact that 
the treatment of a human being 
whim offends human dignity, imposes 
avoidable torture and reduces the 
man to the level of a beast, would 
be arbitrary and violative of Ihe 
Constitution". 

The Court has exposed and con¬ 
demned in unequivocal terms the 
mindless, inhuman and highly 
arbitrary way in which prisoners in 
our jails are treated. However, the 
two aspects of the treatment in jail, 
on which the Court was asked to give 
its decision, constitute only the ex 
posed peak of the iceberg. What it 


did not. and could not do was to 
expose and condemn the cavalier and 
beastly manner in which prisoners 
are treated in jails. Once the jafl 
gates arc closed against him, the 
prisoner is literally at the mercy ot 
the jail staff assisted bv the convlci 
warders. The Prisoners Act, the Jail 
Manual, the Constitution and the law 
generally are not valid within the 
walls of a prison. The superintendent 
is the supreme lord with untrammell¬ 
ed authority and power, and disre¬ 
gards wilh impunity specific rules 
and regulations. The only way a 
prisoner can escape his fate is to 
bribe his way through in money or 
in kind. If you don’t want to be 
locked up in solitary, if you don't 
like to be fettered, if you wish to 
have the food and the facilities that 
the Jail Manual specifically lays 
down, you have to pay. You must al¬ 
so pay if you don't want to be beaten, 
for the visits of your family to which 
you arc entitled, and for the letters 
to which also you are entitled. Pay 
and go on paying even if you only 
want to be treated as the Acts and 
the law lay down. 

It is not merely corruption that 
makes the jail staff unfit to preside 
over the welfare of the prisoners in 
their charge, and to help in their 
rehabilitation. The absolute power 
that they enjoy with the tacit app 
roval of higher authorities makes 
each of them a tinpofr dictator. Like 
all little men invested witli power 
over their fellow men, they become 
beasts with no compassion or kind 
ness. Beatings are the order of the 
day. The smallest imaginary offence 
or an affront to authority brings 
forth summary, on-the-spot beating. 
And the beatings are generally brutal 
resulting in serious injury. The jail 
staff are ably assisted In these ex¬ 
ercises by convict warders who have, 
served Jong sentences, and have 
perforce imbibed tbe beastly qualities 
for their survival. 


T WO instances of totally unjustified 
and brutal beatings that occurred 
during my confinement in Tihar Jail 
come to my mind. One of the con¬ 
vict hospital orderlies who had come 
to deliver supplementary rations In 
our enclosure, rested a while to 
smoke a beedi. That was enough 
to rouse the uncontrollable ire of the 
convict warder, who set about beat¬ 
ing up the unfortunate man so 
brutally that within minutes, before 
my comrades and 1 could intervene, 
he was lying prostrate, bleeding 
profusely. The other concerned two 




MISA detenus, P. N. Singh and Lalit 
Gautam, who are now members of 
the Delhi Metropolitan Council. They 
were returning from court, and were 
among those who raised slogans at 
the jail gate. This was enough for 
Superintendent Batra to give the 
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And the convict warders set about 
enthusiastically to give them both 
the beating of their lives. 

It is not merely in the matter of 
punishment that the jail staff art 
illegally and brutally. Facilities to 
which the prisoners are entitled are 
either illegally withheld, or given 
only in part. Among all such who are 
denied their due, the undertrial 
prisoner suffers the most. Almost 
half, sometimes more than half, of 
the jail population is undergoing 
trial, belays in our judicial process 
sometimes Keep a man undergoing 
trial in jail for more than a year. 
They have not been found guilty, 
and are detained only because they 
are unable to furnish bail. And yet, 
if anything, they are treated worse 
than the convicted prisoner, They 
are not expected to work, but they 
are given the most menial duties. 
Minors who are under detention for 
the same reason are also forced to 
work under the strict blandishments 
of the supervisors. As the undertrial 
does not stay too long, he has no 
time, to learn the tricks to survive 
and prosper. He gets the worst 
food, and the most uncomfortable 
living space. 


: "Yesterday's political 
have the conditions in 



There is much talk ot prison re¬ 
forms. The Supreme Court has also 
urged reform while, disposing of the 
two petitions. “The Court commented 
that “barbaric treatment of a prisoner 
from the point of view of his re¬ 
habilitation and acceptance and re¬ 
tention in the mainstream of social 
life becomes counter-productive”. But 
neither sporadic urgings for reform*, 
nor the comments of the Supreme 
Court are likely to reform the jail 
staff, in whom reformation should 
commence. 

It is shameful, but probably signi- 
(•cant, that the political leader who 
has had first-hand experience, of the 
illegalities, arbitrariness and bruta¬ 
lities that abound in jail should 
forget them all. Yesterday’s political 
prisoner is today’s Minister. But m 
nis pursuit of position, pelf and 
power, he forgets the misery and 
helplessness of the prisoner. He also 
turns pragmatic and becomes obsess¬ 
ed with the so-called need for un- 
irammelled power to the administra¬ 
tor. Once he is out of jail, he seems 
to believe that one cannot afford to 
observe rules and the law,' when 
dealing with prisoners. Along with 
the jail administrators, he must be 
among the unhappiest with the 
Supreme Court’s judgment. 

He needs to be reminded and told 
that his own experiences and duty 
demand htat he act without delay 
toward* introducing jail reforms. 

C. G. K. REDDY 
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D IO you know that wir buxom, 
overweight, vamp Hindu ihki*. 
had a weight ptobtem.' Thai of not 
being ahh' to put on weight. Shi* 
was very tali (she still is!) and that 
made h«*r thin, bony, Ivatsuc.-i look 
even more lanky; this was her dis¬ 
qualification lor being a heroine, as 
she wanted to be, at the beginning 
ot hi r career. They wanted leading* 
ladies who were short, podgy and 
with over-sized hips. So poor Hindu 
with an ideal model’s figure, made 
the rounds of studios and the pro¬ 
ducers’ otlires, only to be told to go 
back and get fat. And now look at 
her. You cau’l hide all that flesh tf 
you were to wiap her from top to 
toe in u blanket! 

\ JJNOD K'UANNA always prided 
himself on being the only artiste 
Who never gets mixed up with 
scandal, tumour* or spicy stories— 
so he did two big things to attract 
attention one, become It.ijneesh’s 
chela and wear saffron, and ihen at 
the peak of his career, renounce it 
and shout about his reiiunr tat ton 
(over the roof tops) to a v<;ry bored 
Press. He used !•> be very bitring 
to iidciview anyway always having 
nothing to say and eve i blaui 
ing the Press iov not bringing 
out intei estnig topics or questions 
to him. Now have you heard the 
latest? After completing his films' 
—and not starting ilie new ones ho 
hud taken up, but returning them 
all -he will lie low lor a while and 
then just as suddenly, surface above 
water again to make it on the filnt- 
SCem liter a one or two year Spell 
—most probably as a producer- 
dim tar. 1 think the rat race was 
either giving him < iaustrophohia or 
making him breathless. So watch 
his next move. 

A ND though Zeenat and Sanjay 
Khan make no se.trei of the fact 
that they are seeing each other 
openly and off-the-sets too, it is also 
a fact that Mrs Sanjay Khan is on a 
long extended holiday abroad, leaving 
the two co-stars of Abdullah to con¬ 
centrate on each other as much as 
they want, Zeenat’s shifting to 
Holiday Inn, a hotel just behind 
San jay’s house should provide them 
the chance to stay in tune as long 
as they want. After all, the best 
way to get a good performance for 
a director is to get the lady entangled 
with; you! Sanjay needs this badly, 
siuce his first film Chcrtdi Kona was 
far from a hit With Keen at giving 
him so much attention and co-opera¬ 
tion, he should do well for his 
Abdullah. 

I S Vniyn i,inha's sudden loss-of- 
weight look (Gawd, she looks as 
If she’s been wrung dry) due to a 
coincidental loss of roles’:’ She is 
fast losing popularity, and with girls 
like Tina and Simla and Bindtya. and 
Ihe top stars all rising higher and 
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higher, the flukey-film-success that 
Vidya got is lowering by the day 
with only B. H. Chopra to back her 
up. Pretty soon, she’ll join the ranks 
of Kutan, Asha Parekh and others, 
playing mother-roles. 

J S it a co-incidence that when 
Parveen Babi jetted off to London 
and "abroad” recently, none other 
than Kijbir Bedi made the scene In 
Bombay? But if one knows Parveen, 
.she’ll in all probability say that she 
doesn’t give a damn about a person 
when so much water has flowed 
under the bridge; However, there 
is still that glow of love burning 
within her for the Bcdi-rnan who left 
her for the charms of another, 
potential stepping-stone to better 
success, Persia Khambat to! Bedi’s 
always used his women, like this- 
Parvecn helped him to get out of the 
U-grade rut (like she did Danny) and 
now that he has made a name In 
Europe, the next woman in his life, 
Fersis Khainbatta, who is already a 
name in Hollywood seems to be th« 
next rung in bis ambitious life. No 
wonder Pratima sits smugly In his 
flat, with his two lovely kids and 
declares hr shall always bn hers— 
shouldn’t be surprised if this career- 
farthering conspiracy is a joint-plan 
between the two of them (Kahir- 
Protima!) 

A ND to those who are interested 
in knowing about the strongly- 
rumoured divorce between Mumtari 
sister, ex-star Mallika and her 
liusbaftd, Randhawa, here’s news. Nflt 
only’is there no divorce, but Mallika 
is in an advanced stage of her second 
pregnancy l Yes, her marriage I* 
steady, her restaurant-business too is 
very steady. And as for Mumb In 
London,* she looks more beautiful 
than any of our present-day nondev- 
cript faces that have blown in With 
the wind, which, we are forced lo 
term "Stars of Tomorrow." 


I T^s okay for active male stars, 
(who’ve kept themselves trim) 
to want to put their sons into the 
star-assembly line — Shashi, Dev 
Anand, Sunil Dutt and Rajendra 
Kumar. But what happens to their 
own little games? I mean with the 
wimmin-folk; Imagine a Sunil Dutt 
ogling and trying to tune up with the 
same girl his son Sanjay is dating— 
Tina...just tor example- Or one of 
Dev’s new “Discoveries” (if he’s 
going in for that kind of this any¬ 
more) being* wooed by his aspiring 
director-son Sunil as well as him¬ 
self! Or just suppose Papa Shashi 
gets himself a lovely young lass as 
heroine and the same one is starred 
with his good-looking young soil 
Kunol who is taking his training at 
The Royal Academy for acting tu 
London—it could be fun ‘n’ games, 
especially for us gosslp-cotumnists, 
nosing out who’s tuning with wh6 
and by- the time next week arrives, 
a _ Papa might have changed places 
with his beta or vice versa. 

A ND now that Aruna Irani is look¬ 
ing so fresh, fair, trim and 
dainty, why shouldn't she have a ball 
with someone of the opposite sex? 
These days, there’s no trace what¬ 
ever, of her Mehmood days—when 
she looked dark, puify-facea and un¬ 
kempt: on the contrary, she has’ 
this well-scrubbed, glowing com¬ 
plexion and mostly seen in a white 
sarce and bair tied up high and tight 
pn her head. She was giving a well- 
laid out lunch to some non-filmi 
mostly Gujarati looking types) at a 
five-star hotel, and feeding the 
youngish-looking boy sitting near 
her, and filling him with looks of love 
with each morsel she gave ,hlm... 
while the other guests, a young 
crowd, tried to look very busy with 
the food on their plates. Couldn’t 
be Arunn’S kid brother or nephew 
could he? , 





We continue our extract from "Tiger l The story of 
the Indian tiger" by Kailash Sankhala (Rupa and Co, Rs. 
60) a breathtaking study of the habits and habitat of 
the magnificent beast, The tiger is a secretive animal, 
hunting its quarry by a bizarre technique. It is a beast 
of extraordinary strength —it can tug a buffalo twice its 
size up a slope with astonishing ease, a feat which more 
than three men have been beaten to. 


A LI. cats, of course, are well-known 
tor their ability to see in dark¬ 
ness. A tiget’s eyes are equipped 
with the tapetum, a special layer of 
cells, light entering the. eve is reflect¬ 
ed by the tapetum and fails on sensi¬ 
tive peueptive cells, enabling tbe 
tiger to sec well ai night. His eye 
has a circular pupil, unlike the 
veitical slit of the lesser cats, and 
fui this teason he is allotted to the 
enus Panthera rather than FtUa. 
ut the function of opening the 
retina wide is the same., allowing all 
cats to hunt at night. , This principle 
is copied in the electronic eye of the 
automatic camera. 

At night a spotlight picks up re. 
flections from amimals r eyes and, 
with experience, it is not difficult to 
identify them by the size and spacing 
of the eyes. The commonest eye 
picked up by headlights along our 
roads is the amber spot of a nigntjai. 
A constellation of twinkling blue 
stars Indicates a herd of chital. 
Large round spots more than five f«Bl 
above the ground represent sambar. 
though these are sometimes confused 
with those of nilgai. Comparative 
size, spacing and height help to 
differentiate between a tiger arid a 
leopard. If it is on a tree It is 
always a leopard. 

Nearly everyone who sees a tiger 
-at night describes the eyes as burn¬ 
ing red, and this became @ means of 
identification. I too believed this 
until ! had the opportunity of throw¬ 
ing my headlights on five tigers who 
were on a kill at Sariska. The vari¬ 
ous angles of their position presented 
different .reflections, it seems that 
when the light falls straight on to 
the eyes the colour of tbfe reflected 
light appears bright yellow-red^ hut 
when the light falls on tbe sides of 


the eyes it is bluish-green. This Is 
probably due to the colour uf the 
cornea and the colourless aqueous 
humour; the cornea produces a 
bright colour and the latter the icy 
blue of water, I tested this theory 
on white tigers who have icy blue 
eyes with a blue cornea, and found 
that they do not give an amber 
coloured reflection from any angle, 
the reflection is always bright blue. 


Ai cording to a Burmese saying, 
“If a tiger had to >h pend on its nose 
it would starve !u death’' On the 
olho hand, a <■<inshi it couplet des¬ 
cribes the tiger ms “ an animal 
which has a highly developed sense 
of smell’ Humiese trackers, aborigi¬ 
nals. tubes like the Goods and Bhifs 
of India, Manchurian tiappers and 
the path hiuli i s o! Indonesia, as well 
as such authors as Hamilton, 
Sinylhie* I <-( ke and Ba»e believe 
that the dgt i ho >'. by smell. But 
Baker, Glnssfoid, Champion, Burton, 
Corbett, Singh and Anderson all 
reject the view that tigi-.s hunt v.ith 
the help nJ them nose Sc halier, too, 
could obtain no evidence to show 
that tigers u^e smell to locate their 
P r ey. 

1 have already mentioned how I 
sat m a tiei boldly four moires 
from the ground and a tiger never 
sensed m> presence intil I made 
nn accidental sound iluraan smell, 
which is sw instantly peceived by 
elephants <*<ut other animals, does 
not seem to a n iact the tiger’s at¬ 
tention. 3 conducted jome experi¬ 
ments at D r Hi) 7, A io test the power 
of smell of eight ligeis of different 
origins A fieshlv killed pig was 
kept concealed on the wire of the 
tigers' ojen air enclosure, a metre 
higher than the tigers’ bodies Two 
fully grown hungry tigers and two 
tigresses passed one by one through 
the passage and none of them dis¬ 
covered the pig After the carcass 
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became so high that even the hu- 
man nose could scent it from a 
distance ot five metres the experi¬ 
ment was repeated. This time both 
the tigers and one of the tigresses 
first sniffed the ground and then 
the air and discovered the sourep. 
The othei tigress failed. Then the 
experiment was done again with 
two other pairs of tigers; this time 
it was the tigers who failed to dis¬ 
cover the pig whereas both tigresses 
tracked it down in four seconds 
after sniffing the air. This- to me 
was a fairly good indication that 
tigers do not have an acute sense 
of smell, and that this power varies 
from animal to animal. 

Since tigers have highly develop 
ed powers ot hearing and keen 
sight—at least for moving objects— 
the scenting faculty is hardly used 
in hunting. But they do use their 
noses to pci reive the visits of other 
tigers or ‘tigresses of sniffing ob¬ 
jects on the ground visited by them. 
In doing so a tiger touches the 
ground with his nose and some¬ 
times even with the tip of the ton¬ 
gue. After smelling the places 
where visiting tigers have urinated, 
both sexes grimace by stretching 
out their tongue. Experiments 
showed that such an expression has 
nothing to do with courtship or 
mating behaviour or tcrritorialism. 
1 could produce this expression 
simply by spraying them with their 
own urine. 

Tracing the pjesence of tigers by 
then body odour has been reported 
by hunters. To test which part of 
the body produces the odour I sm'el- 
led all parts of a zoo tiger’s body 
in four different seasons of the 
year, and I also made this invest! 
gallon on courting and mating tigers. 
1 could locate no focal point of 
smell. Since the tiger is at clean 
animal there is no question of ex¬ 
creta coming in contact with the 
body, or of any rotting meat stick¬ 
ing to it. 

I made several attempts to smell 
tigers when they were at close 
quarters in Kanna, Ranthambhor 
and Sariska, but did not notice any 
odour. On the other hand I did 
detect a tiger’s smell, a mild mix¬ 
ture of an aromatic scent and rot¬ 
ting vegetation, while passing 
through a forest at night. I stopped 
my jeep and searched the hush, 
where I found a big tiger sitting. 
1 went there again next morning 
but there was no smell. I searched 
for faeces or a spot where the tiger 
had urinated but there was nothing. 
The odour came from the tiger. 

On another occasion while I was 
inspecting a kill I scented a tiger; 
I retraced my steps and discovered 
him, but he jumped away. I smel¬ 
led the kill and the spot where the 
tiger was sitting, but neither emit¬ 
ted that characteristic odour. An¬ 
other day while tracking a tiger t 
smelled him from a distance of ten 
to fifteen feet. And in 1973 1 saw 


a tigress silting 30 feet front the 
road mi the Kachida valley ot Ran- 
thainhhor at night; disturbed by my 
efforts to photograph her she got up 
and walked away. I did not lullow 
her immediately, not wishing to dis¬ 
turb her further, but after ten mi 
nutos l .started following her and 
at two places then* was a distinct 
tiger smell. Each time I discover¬ 
ed her presence entirely by smell. 
On the hist occasion the smell still 
persisted behind the bush where 
She had been, and on the second 
occasion I tound the tigress sitting 
in a; bush when f went closer 
to investigate the smell. Again 
she got up and walked away. 
Following her closely, sometimes 
just ahead of her and sometimes 
just behind, I got no smell what¬ 
ever This suggests that tigers and 
tigi esses emit a scent, whether 
voluntarily or involuntarily, either 
when they arc uneasy or as a de¬ 
fence mechanism. 

So much for some of the tiger's 
endowments; but before examining 
bis plan of campaign and method of 
attack I would like to look briefly 
at his limitations. 



VVERFUL predators could pro¬ 
duce imbalances in the ecology 
if nature had not provided a sys¬ 
tem ot built-in limitations to act as 
safety valves. One of the brakes on 
the efficiency of the tiger is that he 
cannot easily walk over broken or 
thorny ground, so that a cross¬ 
country chase is beyond his powers. 
Once his prey are in country cover¬ 
ed in prickly undergrowth and dry 
branches or rocky outcrops they are 
safe. The pads of the tiger’s feet 
are soft, and I noticed in the zoo 
that whenever I transferred tigers 
from wooden floored cells to one* 
with bricks their pads would bleed. 
I have often taken advantage of 
this limitation by putting thorn 
fences round my hides. 

In tropical forests, especially the 
dry deciduous kind, the tempera¬ 
ture sometimes touches 48° C, with 
hot winds. Animats concentrate at 
waterholes and hunting should be 
easy for the tiger, but the ground is 
baking hot and the rocks become 
frying pans : a tiger dare not walk 
there or his feet would be blistered 
in no time. The ungulates, whose 


hooves are insulated, take advant¬ 
age of this and come to drink at 
the hottest time of the day, even in 
lull view of a tiger cooling himself 
in a neat by pool. 

A second limitation is thal the 
tiger s formidable power and 
strength is good for only one or two 
springs, aftei which the prey is 
.safe. Yet another limiting factor is 
caused by the alarm calls or bbds 
and animals betiaying the tiger’s 
presence. Even the tiger’s solitary 
way of hunting hals its disadvant¬ 
ages; he cannot profit frum group 
hunting when recuperating from in¬ 
juries, nor can a tigress rely on 
others to bring her food immediate¬ 
ly befoie and after giving birth. 
All these limitations ensure that 
predation is kept under control and 
a natural balance maintained. 

Now for the plan of campaign, 
The tiger is a wanderer, and ap¬ 
parently wanders with no definite 
plan in mind. But within his “home 
range" he has a mental note ot 
such features as day shelters, water- 
holes and places where food may 
be expected. (His periodical re¬ 
appearance at these places is some¬ 
times interpreted as visits to guard 
his territory). He seldom leaves his 
home range except to pursue recep¬ 
tive tigresses or when driven by 
desperate ‘hunger. The walk is lei¬ 
surely, with mouth open and the 
tail loop carelessly swinging from 
side to side. Once he locates hi* 
prey, however, there is nothing In¬ 
definite about bis .strategy. He does 
not make a straight approach but 
circles the animal to select a suitable 
route through cover. If the prey Is 
on the move the tiger walks faster 
or sometimes runs to overtake it 
and take up his position in ad¬ 
vance. In exposed situation he 
keeps his body dose, to the ground 
with his eyes on the target. 

The last phase of the approach ii 
extremely cautious. The tigei 
crouches, placing the hind feet in 
the spot vacated by the front feet 
and pausing from time to time to 
assess the situation by raising and 
lowering his head. Having made 
sure of the distance and the posi¬ 
tion of his prey, he makes doubly 
sure by drawing his head back and 
forth as if focusing, then slowly he 
raises his body, charges and springs. 
The attack itself is a sudden rush 
at full speed with front legs in the 
air and tail erect. On landing, the 
tiger holds the animal’s neck as 
close to its own head as possible, 
with one paw on the shoulder ana 
the other on the fare, securing a 
firm hold with the canines and then 
exerting aU the strength to bring 
the prey down. 

Sometimes when he has undci 
estimated the distance he becomes 
airborne with the first leap, touches 
the giound, and then pressing hard 
on the ground with his hind feet 
and arching fits h set he leaps into 
the air for a sen mid ,i n,, and lands 
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on the prey with all bis weight, IF 
be fails to make contact he aban» 
dons the attack and either tries an¬ 
other manoeuvre or gives up the 
chose Such failures happen more 
often than successes. Stalking is a 
difficult exercise and the tiger pre¬ 
fers to post himself in a depression 
or giuss cover on the way to a 
wateihole and wait for the prey to 
come within striking distance. An 
ambush attack involves little waste 
of energy and has a greater chance 
of Success. 

A buffalo herd is a formidable 
adversary, as is a solitary bull, and 
the tigci tries to pick out calves. He 
waits for his chance near a water- 
hole and stalks them through the 
long grass, practising hit and-iun 
gue.rrilia warfare. When he manages 
to pounce on a calf he merely dis¬ 
ables it and then runs off to avoid 
a charge by the herd. The herd 
will abandon the disabled calf and 
the tiger then returns to kill it 
In 1969 in the Manas Sanctuary of 


Tigers and their oflsprmg 


Assam a tigi i got into a fight with 
a bull bufialo and after fighting 
the whole night both were found 
dead next morning. On another 
occasion a tiger Killed a buffalo 
calf hi the presence of its paients, 
dragged it away and started eating 
it. The parents watched helplessly, 
but probably they yveie more scared 
oi the elephant with it 1 * load of 
visitors than of the tiger 

The tiger docs not rarc to tackle 
M full-grown elephant and usually 
Withdraws if a solitary tusker or a 
mukha {tuskless male) is grazing in 
the vicinity At times, however, 
tigers lie in wait for calves who 
stray from the bird They gener¬ 
ally snap the trunk and profuse 
bleeding results in the calf’s death. 
J. P. Sinha describes .-,mh an mu- 
dent in I'alainau. I he tiger employs 
the same method of “attack and 
run” as in the ca-e of buffalo, h- 
turning to feed after the he rd has 
abandoned the disabled calf But 
sometimes a miscalculation results 
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in the tiger getting trampled and 
killed by elephants. 

The technique of guerrilla war¬ 
fare is practised also in the killing 
of rhinoceros calves and a mother 
rhino ts always worried about the 
safety of her young when a tiger 
is aiound. Nineteen rhino calves 
were killed by tigers in Kaziranga 
Santluary between 19G6-69, and the 
lo's of 11 calves was reported in 
th«* year 1968 alone 

P IE actual method adopted by 
the tiger in killing its prey 
has been the subject of much dis¬ 
pute. Does it seize its victim by the 
throat or hamstring it first? Bald¬ 
win, Forsyth ana Brander state 
that the neck is held, twisted and 
broken. Fletcher, Sanderson and 
Corbett r>peak of tigers seizing the 
throat. Inglish describes a tiger 
killing a boar by biting it above the 
shoulders, and also by giving a 
numbing blow with the forepaw 
followed by holding the throat and 


tcaiing open the jugular vein. 

During my studies I found that 
fur (hoice the tiger will first bite 
the back of the neck as close 83 
possible to the skull. This dislo¬ 
cates and fractures the weakest joint, 
that of the axi^ and atlas vertebrae, 
and causes death by compression or 
the spinal cord. Where the animal 
is larger than »h> tiger the method 
was by holding the thiual and kill- 
•mg by suffocation Adolescent 
rubs ran hardly teach the neck of 
a giown animal and they usually go 
for the throat. In the ca'e of a 
charging gaui or bufialo, which his 
its head down and -'oe^ not expose, 
its throat, the tiger’s only choice is’ 
the neck. If the neck hold is foil 
ed, the next move is to hamstring 
the animal. 

Some hunters have 'aid that the 
tiger holds 'its prey and sucks its 
blood, but 1 have ne.ei found this 
to be the case I never saw any 
major blood ves.el cut or even 


damaged; blood flows only when the 
grip is released from some local 
blood vessel. Moreover, the tiger’s 
mouth is not provided with a suck : 
ing mechanism: he can only lick 
with the help of his tongue. Tbs' 
theory that the jugular vein is 
punctured and that this causes 
death is also not supported by my 
observations. 

1 examined about 160 natural 
kills and more than 100 baits of 
buffalo calves. All female sambar 
were killed by holding the neck; in 
each case there were four clear 
holes, two on either side of the 
veitebrai column as close to the 
head as possible. The spacing of 
the holes caused by the fangs gives 
an indication of the size of the 
tiger. In the case of stags, the 
tiger cannot reach the neck without 
his fangs coming into rontact with 
the antlers, so he goes for the throat 
and the animal dies by suffocation. 
In one case I found the windpipe 
had been cut and forced out. in 
the case of live baits all kills were 
made by holding the neck, the fixed 
position of the buffalo calf making 
it easy for the tiger to adopt the 
hold he piefers, I also experi¬ 
mented by trying large buffaloes, 
and even then the tiger’s choice 
was to hold the neck and bite close 
to the head. When a chain was tied 
round the neck, however, the tiger 
always avoided biting the neck or 
throat and the animal was eaten 
alive. 

I found that natural kills gave no 
answer to the actual cause of death 
as during the subsequent dragging 
multiple mjuiies occur and the real 
cause is difficult to locate. The fix¬ 
ed position of a tied bait is unnatu¬ 
ral so I decided to conduct ad ex¬ 
periment. A captured tiger was put 
into a large enclosure with a deer 
weighing about 150 Kg which was 
ailowed to run about. After the 
tiger had killed he was driven away. 
I found that the joint of atlas and 
axis vertebrae had been broken and 
bones dose to the skull had been 
pulped into small pieces, injuring 
the spinal cord. T repeated the ex¬ 
periment and the result was the 
same. Death was definitely caused 
by compression of the spinal cord, 
much in the some way that a man 
meets his death by hanging. The 
experiments also enabled me to time 
the moment of death; if a proper 
grip has been secured, the time from 
first grip to the dropping of the 
dead varies from 35 to 90 seconds. 

Burton (1933) has given a gra- 
hic description of operation 
ill. The sequence of action is: 
Rush—short scuffle—a choked 
bellow then absolute silence. 
Tiger stands with back of the 
prey's neck in jaws—opens jaws 
—the lifeless body of the victim 
falls on the ground with a help¬ 
less flop Stands a few minutes 
fully alerted to the surroundings 
gazing here and there — seizes 
the hind quarters and drags it 
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away—after several tugs gives up 
the attempt and squatting at the 
tail of the carcass begins to tear 
it open. 

This description holds good for 
the majority of cases when the kill 
is a staked live bait, with minor 
differences and short cuts due to th* 
nature of the terrain, the relative 
size of prey and predator, and the 
individual habits of different tigers. 
The operation is so quick and neat 
that it has rarely been recorded ; 
moreover, the situation is so exciting 
that the mind fails to register the 
details. For these reasons the pre¬ 
cise technique of killing employed 
by the tiger has been as controversial 
as its power of smell. 


How does the tiger start its meal? 
For hours on end I have watched 
and photographed tigers on a kill to 
get information on the technique. 
Invariably he starts by pulling out 
the hair from the skin of the haun¬ 
ches with his incisors. The cleaned 
space he then rubs with his file-like 
tongue to scrape away the skin. He 
then bites into the meat to make it 
pulpy, lowers his Face to one side and 
cuts open a patch with his molars 
It is now that one hears chuckling 
sounds in the dark, but still he has 
not begun his dinner. Thr next ope¬ 
ration is confirmed by the sound of 
the tearing of skiu .from the opened 
patch with the help of his canines 
by giving upward jprks while hold¬ 
ing the caicass firmly between the 
forepaws. He does not use his claws 
for tearing, but they help him to 
grip. Sometimes this laborious pro¬ 
cess of dressing his dinner takes 20 
to 30 minutes. And. then the meal 
begins. His first choice is the fatty 
tissues of the abdomen, intestines 
and muscular organs like the kid¬ 
neys, heart, liver and Jungs. In the 
case of large animals the tiger gets 
right inside the carcass in search 
of these organs, but sometimes he 
starts with the muscular parts of 
haunches and works his way up 
The rumen is carefully fired from 
attachments and pulled away, the 
tiger never allows the contents to 
mix with the flesh, and if this should 
happen accidentally I have seen 
tigers leaving in disgust. However, 
he relishes the intestines and pushc 
out their contents by pressing them 
with his incisors. The whole car¬ 
cass is eaten except the flesh stick¬ 
ing to the head, the limb bones, 
vertebral columns and rib case, 
which he leaves for his camp fol¬ 
lowers. In the case _ of sipall ani¬ 
mals no trace remains except for 
scattered antlers or horns and hoo¬ 
ves; everything else is eaten, includ¬ 
ing bones and skin. The feeding 
process is very similar in the case of 
the lion but greatly differs in the 
leopard who starts with the soft 
belly, mainly because his jaws are 
not strong enough to break the 
hones. A punctured belly results in 
the mixing of the rumen contents 
with the flesh, but this does not 
. worry the leopard, and the same 



applies to wild dogs and jackals. 
Evidence ol a kill by a tiger is 
therefore well defined. 

The whole meal is not finished at 
one tutting The first 'interval starts 
immediately after the kill has been 
made when the carcass is dragged 
to a safer place. The tiger may then 
go to a waterhole, drink, relax, and 
return to begin the cleaning process. 
The second recess is in about an 
hour's time after about 5 to 10 Kg 
of the kill has been eaten. If a 
tiger is not hungry he will stioll 
away anil return in the early hours 
of the morning This piovides an 
opportunity for other predators and 
scavengers, but the Tiger always 
makes his presence known to scare 
the poatheis. Sometimes, however, 
he stays away for longer and poa 
ching does take place. 

Once I was photographing a 
tigress on her kill in Sariska. The 
calls of sambar and chital in the 
distance confirmed that she had left 
the area and hardly 15 minutes 
after her departure a hyena arrived 
and started eating. It gobbled 
hurriedly and with the first warning 
call ot a chital it bolted, but not be¬ 
fore I had managed to get its pho¬ 
tograph. The tigress returned, ate 
a little, withdrew to a hush and 
kept watih the whole day, occasion 
ally scaring away crows, vultures, 

j ackals and mongooses By the fol- 
owing evening the carcass was high 
and the tigress had developed a keen 
appetite. 

In the case uf lions it is impos¬ 
sible to wait in this way as the car¬ 
cass has to feed the whole pride. 
The leopard behaves like the tiger, 
guarding his unfinished kill and with 
the added advantage of being able 
to take it into a tree for safety. 


But a hungry tiger inay finish a kill 
at one sitting with only short intei- 
vals of rest. Normally a prey 
weighing 150 Kg - its drpssed meat 
weights about CO Kg—is finished in 
two nights, 20-30 Kg being eaten on 
the fust night. 

I must admit that 1 found the ap¬ 
parently simple information as to 
now much a tigoi eats in one night 
was most difficult to obtain since ne 
eats at intervals, and in between, 
other animals sin h V rivets, jungle 
tats and even hyenas lake a bite 
As the tiger had not finished. I 
could not scale them away The 
problem was still more difficult by 
moonlight when vultures rousting 
nearby would land dunng the tigers 
feeding intervals. The inhumation 
1 collected resulted only from lucky 
thances when everything went 
smoothly from the first weighing, of 
the bait until .he final weighing 
after the tiger had finished Handl¬ 
ing of the rumen sac was the most 
nauseating Liuaihess, causing horror 
among my forest guards to whom 
even touching a dead animal is 
beneath their dignity One is sup¬ 
posed to bathe and change all clothes 
befoie entering a rest house and 
when I simply washed mv bands and 
ate mv lunch on the spot they con¬ 
sidered me a complete outcast. 

A solitary tiger eats quietly, the 
only noise being the crunching of 
bones. When there are more than 
one, generally a tigress and her 
grown cubs, all try to feed simul¬ 
taneously and such a feast is as noisy 
as that of a pride of lions wheie 
each fights for the best place With 
Hons, however, the male has pre¬ 
ference and the mothers follow with 
no thought for their cubs, wheie as 
with tigers the cubs feed first and 
the mother last. 

to b* continued 
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THE MEDIA 


In the public interest 


fPWO quotations seem parti- 
l cularty pertinent to our times. 
The great Arnold Bennett wrote 
that “journalists say a thing that 
they know isn’t true, in the hope 
that if they keep on saying it 
long enough it will be true’. 
And secondly, lo another Bennett 
(James Gordon) who founded the 
New York Herald in 1855 is at¬ 
tributed the observation : “A 
newspaper can send more souls to 
Heaven and save more from Hell 
than all the churches or chapels 
in New York — besides making 
money at the same time”. 

I was reminded ot both when 
Mr Prakash Singh Badal's Govern¬ 
ment temporarily imposed censor¬ 
ship on a dozen Jullundur news¬ 
papers following the Kanpur riots 
between Akalis and Nirankaris. 
Leaving aside the Emergency’s 
aberration, Punjab is no stranger 
to such control There was a 
spell of censorship in the mid- 
F if ties during the Punjabi Suba 
and Hindi Raksha Samity agita¬ 
tion. Indeed, Section Two, Clause 
C, Sub-section One of the Punjab 
Special Powers Press Act of 1956 
explicitly arms the Government 
with regulatory ifuthority. 

The Press in Jullundur is even 
more accustomed to strictures. 
There was that episode in Novem- 
be.r last year when Sheikh Abdul¬ 
lah banned the entry into Jammu 
and Kashmir of two dailies —* 
Hind Saimchar and Punjab Kesari 
— published from that town. The 
order under Section 25 of the 
• Jammu and Kashmir Customs Act, 
1958, was hastily withdrawn when 
the aggrieved editors petitioned 
the Supreme Court and it seemed 
likely that they might succeed in 
their complaint of violation of 
fundamental rights. But the pro¬ 
hibition was reimposed under the 
Public Safety Ordinance. 

“It was rlalmcd then that 
'h agh the, two Jullundur publica¬ 
tions had conti ibnted to commu¬ 
nal unrest, Sheikh Abdullah wa.» 
not justified in adopting a re- 
trogradc measure that not only 
muzzled freedom of expression 
but also created a bad precedent 
that was liable to be abused. 
Opinion against the Chief Minis¬ 
ter hardened when the two editors 
refuted bis defence that they had 
earlier been warned and reques¬ 
ted not to publish inflammatory 
material. They denied any con¬ 
tact with Srinagar. 

But the point is, if Hind Sama- 


char and Punjab Kmn were, m 
fact, endangering the peace of 
Kashmir, should the sacred cow of 
Press freedom have permitted 
them to continue unchecked on a 
reckless course ? To say no 
might seem like defending Mrs 
Gandhi’s justification for Emer¬ 
gency censorship. To say yes 
could place the Press above the 
law and beyond reach of those 
legitimate and civilized norms 
without which no stable society 
can endure. Faith in a principle 
has somewhere to be reconciled 
with practical reality, though I am 
well aware of the pitfalls on both 
sides of the fence. 

Mr Badal’s fiat again raises 
the same difficult question. 1 am 
told that only Juillundur’s two 
Communist publications, Howa 
Zomarwl and Lok Lehr, main¬ 
tained some semblance of objec- 

a during the Akali Nirankari 
ss, and that the five Pun¬ 
jabi, four Urdu and three Hindi 
dailies were blatantly partisan. 
Should they have been allowed to 
continue to fen the flames of 
dangerous communalism ? Those 
who favoured the prohibition point 
out that the order was issued 
with every semblance of regret 
and apology, that its scope was 
carefully defined with only mat¬ 
ters relating to Akalis and Niran¬ 
karis being subject to the cen¬ 
sor's scrutiny and that the restric¬ 
tion was lifted at the first avail¬ 
able opportunity. 

In view of this framework, it 
might be possible to argue that 
the Punjab Chief Minister acted 
in the public interest even if at 
the expense of a prized concept. 
But there are also suggestions 
that censorship was not justified. 
It coincided, for instance, with 
the duration of the crisis in Mr 
Badal’s Ministry and may, there¬ 
fore, have been designed to save 
his job rather than avoid blood¬ 
shed. Secondly, the Chief Minis¬ 
ter met Jullundur editors on 
September 27 and appealed to 
them to exercise restraint. But 
they do not appear to have been 
given much of an opportunity to 
heed the advice since censorship 
was clamped down the very next 
day. Finally, editorial prejudice 
notwithstanding, the Jullundur 
Press was provided giatis with 
plenty of explosive ammunition 
by Mr Badal's owb supporters 
who clearly made no attempt to 
be discreet. Are newspapers ex¬ 
pected to ignore such speeches and 
thereby expose themselves to the 


charge of operating a form of edi¬ 
torial censorship ? 

These questions will not be 
answered until the limits of free¬ 
dom have been defined and until 
politicians and the Press are 
voluntarily bound by the same 
understanding of what best serves 
the community’s right to be in¬ 
formed. 

'T'HE ambiguity of what is and 
1 what is not in the public 
interest leads me to enter a caveat 
on the columns of prose that 
have sensationalised the tragedy 
of the Chopra children in New 
Delhi. As if the lengthy gory 
details were not enough, the 
Indian Express regaled Sunday 
magazine readers with an illustra¬ 
ted special report called "Billa : 
The stars in his eyes’’ and pro¬ 
mising “unpublished insights into 
1978's number one criminal”. 
Similar vulgar pandering to the 
craving for cheap excitement ap¬ 
parently substantially increased 
the circulation of Baswn&i in 
Calcutta when it struck a rich 
gold lode in Surupa Guha's unfor¬ 
tunate death. The publicity given 
to the Nanavati case in Bombay 
mam years ago and Khushwant 
Singh’s recent graphic descrip¬ 
tions ot the Suresh Ram photo¬ 
graphs in the National Herald are 
suggestive of the same readiness 
to create a cause celebre and 
present the salacious as news. 

And yet, none of this is new in 
India. Ohildien aie kidnapped 
and murdered every day. Wives 
die under mysterious circumstan¬ 
ces., Cuckolded husbands take 
revenge. Adulterers are caught 
in flagrante deluto. Such mun¬ 
dane events hit the headlines only 
when they happen to people we 
know, ot to people we envy and 
would like to see humbled. 

What i' especially objectionable 
is the an ot sanetin\puious out¬ 
rage with which accounts ot such 
happenings are otfeied. An early 
ultimate m humbug wjs the ap- 
paient piets of Britain’s sedate 
Mommy Po.it (now amalgamated 
in the Daily Teleynph) when it 
printed the most lund and ulti¬ 
mate physual desuiptions during 
Gemge IVs attempt to divorce 
Queen Caroline for adultery 
“Painful indeed is our duty” 
lamented the Past, “in having to 
defile our columns with such un- 
commonly oflrnsive and disgust¬ 
ing det ills”. But the Post diet not 
shirk Irom Ihe stem call ot duty. 
Neithri ctid the Tune* It would 
not have been in the public intei 
est to do so. 

S. K. D-R. 
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RSS students' wing in disarray 

‘Suicide’ by Delhi student leaves many questions unanswered 


P LITICS In Delhi University 
rame. of age when the body of 
a fledgling student leader, Mr 
Surendar Kumar Pushkarna, was 
found on the railway tracks near 
Sabzi Mand< (Azadpur) on October 2. 
An embarrassed political community 
in the campus mourned the alleged 
suidde the roots of which lay in 
the crushing-financial and political 
commitments made by Mr Push¬ 
karna, a post-graduate student m 
Satyawati College (Timarpur) at the 
time of the recent Delhi University 
Students’ Union (DUSU) polls which 
he contested on the Janata Vidvarthi 
Morcha ticket 


The moral was clear enough to the 
informed: cash and muscle, which 
have traditionally filled the top four 
posts in the students’ union, had 
claimed the inevitable victim. 
Campus candidates to the prestigious 
union posts rest heavily on powerful 
extra-varsity sponsorship secured on 
the basis of murky commitments. 

Poll campaign funds were raised 
and mobilised with promises of 
remunerative returns to “financiers” 
who sought a foothold in student 
rackets. A poll defeat, therefore, 
spelt tragedy of far greater dimen¬ 
sions than a rejection by thn 
university electorate, 


The seeds of the political debacle 
*n Delhi University which has now 
culminated in death were sown when 
early this year the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vhdhyarthi Parishad (ABVP) sought 
a grant from the Union Education 
Ministry with the stated purpose of 
financing an adult literacy campaign. 
Under the stipulations governing 
the grants, the Ministry was em¬ 
powered to review applications only 
from non-political, cultural organisa¬ 
tions. The ABVP reportedly contend¬ 
ed that it was a non-political student 
organisation, on the basis of which 
assurance it was granted a sura of 
Rs. 3.5 lakhs to launch an adult 
literacy scheme. Shortly after the 
grant was sanctioned, the ABVP 
announced a change in its policy 
un ^®r which it would abstain from 
contesting student elections all over 
the country. However, the ABVP 
made no reference to the considera¬ 
tions underlying the policy decision 
nor, in specific, to the grant obtain¬ 
ed by the organisation. 


fhe organisation clarified, on tho 
other hand, that it had not issued 
a whip to members, leaving indivi¬ 
duals free to participate in or run 
for elections from a non-ABVP 


platform. According to reliable 
sources, the policy change was 
received with dismay by a section in 
the organisation which was not 
reconciled to a total withdrawal 
from the forums of power on 
campus. In the Delhi unit of the 
ABVP, matters came to head when 
the elections to the DUSU were an¬ 
nounced. The decision to abstain 
from the electoral contest was of 
particular significance in the Capital 
where the students union has been 
dominated by the ABVP for the 
past seven years. 

Over the years, the ABVP had 
come to view the union as a family 
preserve and had grown lackadaisi¬ 
cal in the implementation of the 
numerous promises made at the 
time of the aunual elections. Further, 
in the absence of organised opposi¬ 
tion to it on campus the ABVP saw 
no reason why it should not con¬ 
tinue in power.this year. Thus, under 
growing pressure from the die-hards 
in the organisation, the ABVP 
resolved to field candidates for the 
DUSU polls through the Janata 
Vidyarthi Morcha which was to 
serve as a front organisation. Mr. 
Pushkarna was selected as the 
organisation candidate for DUSU 
presidentship. 

A week before the polls which 
were to be held on August 28, the 
Janata Vidyarthi Morcha launched 
a vigorous campaign on which mi 
estimated Rs. three lakhs was spent 
The amount included expenditure 
towards posters and hand-bills, pay¬ 
offs to goondas imported from 
Chandigarh to police the campus 
and allied measures including 
lavish dinners at leading hotels in 
the city. The student organisation 
was understandably reticent about 
the source and extent of funds 
deployed in the campaign. With a 
couple of days to go for the polls, 
Mr. Pushkarna’s father. Pandit 
Vishwa Mitter, a prominent RSS 
worker in the dty, was reportedly 
seen in the North Campus of Delhi 
University, mobilising cadre votes 
for his son. 

At about the same time, Mr. 
Pushkarna had hinted to some of 
his friends that be suspected a 
degree of hostility to him from some 
prominent ABVP workers. However, 
he was unable to pin-point the 
factors behind his suspected fall 
from grace in the parent organisa¬ 
tion. Subsequently, the polls were 
held but the results were delayed 
because the ballot counting held in a 


school building, Rouse Avenue, the 
following day was disrupted by 
political workers, as yet unidentified. 
A re-poll in several South Delhi 
colleges was held after some weeks 
following which it emerged that Mr 
Pushkarna had lost the DUSU 
presidentship to the rival National 
Students Union of India (Swaran 
Singh group) candidate. Mi*. Hari 
Shankar, by some 800 votes. The 
Janata Vidyarthi Morcha, however, 
bagged the other three top posts tn 
the sudents union. 

An application made by Mr. 
Pushkarna to the Delhi University 
Vice-Chancellor. Prof. R. C. Meihotra, 
seeking fresh elections was rejected. 
According to his friends, Mr. 
Pushkarna was extremely despon¬ 
dent following his poll defeat. _ to 
view of his mood, friends made it a 
point to accompany him about in 
his movements till the return of h's 
father to the Capital. His father had 
made a brief visit to Pune to meet 
an ailing RSS" colleague, Mr. Mahn- 
devrao Muley. the organisations 
genera] secretary, who died on 
September 30. 

Mr. Pushkarna’s fnends were 
anxious as he had earlier displayed 
a marked tendency to threaten 
suicide at moments of stress and 
disappointment. According to them, 
Mr. Pushkarna was deeply concern¬ 
ed about the various commitments 
he had made to his organisations 
prior to the elections which he had 
believed he would win without 
significant opposition. On the even¬ 
ing of October 2 Mr. Pushkarna had 
telephoned several of his fnends to 
bid good-bye as he was to be away 
from the Capital for a fortnight. 

After dinner the same evening, 
Mr. Pushkarna had set out from hts 
Jawahar Nagar house near the 
North Campus and walked to the 
railway tracks running thiough 
Shakti Nagar. He is believed to 
have flung himself before a shunting 
engine on the tracks adiarent to 
the police outpost No 2 of the 
locality. The engine driver later to id 
the railway police that he had no 
time to stop the engine which 
sheared off the youth’s head and an 
arm before coming to a halt. Alter 
his death, the police found a fare 
well note written by Mr. Pushkarna 
to his friends, associates and parents. 


A CORRESPONDENT, 
New Delhi 
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Nagaland's guerillas make love not war 


Marriages are made on battlefields. 


A LTHOUGH the Oscar Wilde con¬ 
tention that men marry because 
they are tired, women because they 
are curious and both are disappoin¬ 
ted, cannot be generalised; the re¬ 
cent spurt in marriages among some 
top-ranking, hard-core underground 
Naga leaders tempts one to believe 
part of it. Is it a fact that atter 
having spent the best part of their 
lives either in lighting the 
guerilla war against the security 
forces or in trekking to China more 
than once to get training on guerilla 
warfare and also to get arms or 
spending some crippled years inside 
jails, these rebel leaders who once 
vowed to fight to the last drop of 
their blood for a sovereign Nagaland 
have suddenv felt tired and hence 
decided to get mat ried ? 

What is more interesting to note 
is that most of the rcient marriages 
of these fire-brand Naga rebels were 
the results of i aging love affairs and 
that too with girls belonging to the 
undergiound setup 

The most notable rerent romance 
that led to maniage has been bet¬ 
ween Mr Mown Angnmi and Miss 
Tiajungla The history ot the in- 
snilection in Nagaland is incomplete 
without mentioning the n. me of Mr 
Mowu Angami As a Naga youth 
leader dining 1 ‘>57, Mr Angami rame 
close to Mr A. Z. Phizo and iu that 
vear he an onipanicd a three mem¬ 
ber delegation tiom the undei ground 
set up to what was then East Pakis¬ 
tan. The others in the delegation 
were Mr Zhekuto Serna, then direc¬ 
tor ol intelligence in the under¬ 
ground set up and Mr Thungti Chang, 
ex-chiel oi Naga home guaids. Mr 
Angaini was arrested by the security 
forces on August 19. 1957 at Dam- 
cherra border outpost in Cachar dis¬ 
trict while he was trying to cross 
back into India He was sent to 
Silchar jail and later to kohima jail. 
However on declaration ot amnesty 
by the Government, he was released 
on October 20 that year. 

Mr Mowu Angami’s wife Tiajungla 
is the fonnei virc-pi evident ot the 
women’s wing of the underground 
set up. She is in her late thirties 
while Mowu is in his iate turtles. Thi 
maniage was solemnised on July 5 
at Longkhum village in Mokokchung 
district of Nagaland. Soon after 
their mairiage they spent some days 
at Dunapur and went for their 
honeymoon to Uombav. Relatives and 
fiicnds gave them a hearty send off. 
According to one fi iend who atten¬ 
dee! their mairiage the two are 
“made tor each other'’ and very 
happy. 

On the other side of the border 
Mr Muivah Tangkhul (40) general 
secretary of the NNC, fell in love 


with Miss Pao Kahao (28), a nurse 
in the rebel Army, now camping on 
the Burma border. While Mr Mowu 
Angaini has already accepted the 
Shillong Accord, Mr Muivah is yet 
to accept it. He is leading the 30- 
member group from the other side of 
the border to have talks with under¬ 
ground leaders and Peace Council 
members on the issue in a border 
village. Mr Muivah and Mr Ispak 
Swu have been leading a group of 
about 600 China-trained underground 
rebels on the other side of the 


border. 

It is still fascinating to note that 
while effecting a raid on the under- 

? round camp at Jotsoma on June 7, 
968, the Indian security forces seiz¬ 
ed along with arms and ammuni¬ 
tions a few diaries of some leaders. 
One of the quotations written in 
in those diaries is worth mentioning: 
“Marriage is a lottery in which mpn 
stake their liberty and women their 
happiness.” 

KHIREN ROY, Shillong 


Adam's fall from grace 

Englishwomen dominate St. Xavier’s, Calcutta 


T WENTY EIGHT doe eyed young 
iadies in a class of 35 stu¬ 
dents mav or may not be a male 
piofessor’s dream come true. How¬ 
ever. this unique experiment is 
on its way in one of the country's 
most prestigious undergraduate 
"male’' institutions, St. Xavier's 
College. Cakutta. This is the 
staitling picture in the first year 
English honours class when the 
a (.adeem session begins in early 
November, in the first year that 
women have been allowed into 
thi* institution. 1978, said to be 
the vear of the horse (according 
to the Chinese), has been remark¬ 
ably eventful for Calcutta’s cen¬ 
tury old colonial set-up, St. Xa¬ 
vier's College. It allowed wo¬ 
men into the B.A. and B.Sc. 
couises (SUNDAY, August C) 
four months ago. Male chauvin¬ 
ists in the college (of which there 
arc many) were promised that 
girls would be admitted in very 
small numbers. With the publica¬ 
tion ot admission lists in early 
October, the male students sud¬ 
denly realised that what began as 
a triikle had ended in deluge. A 
fair number of ladies have also 
found their way into the other 
honours courses, though the pic- 
tui there is not as “distressing” 
as in English. 

Women applying for the English 
honours course far outnumbered 
the males and in the rather com¬ 
prehensive admission tests which 
were subsequently conducted on 
all applicants, the best mole stu¬ 
dents were miles behind the best 
girls. Examiners found the ladies 
not only mme imaginative, but 
also more methodical. more 
widely read and with a superior 
flair for expressive writing. As 
many as 12 girls were selected 


outright on the basis of their 
written tests, and those who were 
called for the interview “once 
again gave a better account ol 
themselves than the boys ” 

A short survey which thk 
correspondent conducted showed 
that tne majority of boys no 
longer consider English to be ‘in’. 
Economics has suddenly become 
very fashionable, while history 
and political science still retain 
their use as subjects for the com 
petitive examinations. Many 
fcoys feel that English is removed 
from reality and poring over past 
poets and their works has little 
relevance in the twentieth cen¬ 
tury. Plus, of course, there is the 
immense attraction posed by the 
technological and mcdital 
courses for men. 

With the girls it is vastly differ 
ent; English offers ilseli as a 
stepping stone to a plethora of 
careers. Women arc still not 
entering the science and medi<inc 
couises in a big wav. Girls still 
find the classiis and eighteenth 
century novels more to their 
taste. More than creative writing, 
journalism is regarded by many 
girls as a ‘good’ career. 

Of course, in Presidency Coll¬ 
ege, the picture is more ’dis¬ 
tressing’ than at St. Xavier’s. 
Many will await with bated 
breath the psychological and emo¬ 
tional fate of Arunava Ghosh, 
the sole boy in a class of fifteen 
girls for English honours this year 
at Presidency. 

SYED N1SAR MEHDI ABDI, 
Calcutta 
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National soccer, Srinagar 

The fish eaters again 


P. K. BANERJEE reviews the victories and 
upsets of the 35th National Soccer 
Championships 


T I11S year, for the first time in the history of the 
National Football Championships, the tournament 
was held in Srinagar and there were naturally 
doubts as to whether the. players would be able to 
acquit themselves well at that altitude. Bengal, by tak¬ 
ing the title for the seventeenth time this year, broke 
the apparent jinx of not being able to win at a North 
Indian venue. On three previous occasions they had 
reached the finals only to lose to the host State, in 1941 
against Delhi at Delhi and in 1970 and 1974 against 
Punjab at Jullunder. 

For Punjab, last year’s runners up, the Nationals 
were a chance to prove that they had an answer to the 
might of Bengal. For other aspirants, Maharashtra 
(1976 finalists) and Karnataka (1975 finalists) it was an 
opportunity to prove that their poor performance last 
year at Calcutta was not a true indication of their cap¬ 
abilities. Goa and Kerala, on the other hand, were 
determined to prove that they could equal the stature of 
the above-mentioned States. 


Unfortunately for Railways and Services, their per¬ 
formances over the last few years have been dismal. 
This is surprising in view of the fact that the former 
have the best Santosh Trophy record—second only to 
that of Bengal. Since the team's inception in I960, iptey 
have won the title three times, reached the final on two 
other occasions and have figured regularly in the quar¬ 
ter and semi-final stages. 

Other teams like Nagaland, Manipur, Bihar, Assam, 
Orissa and Rajasthan have a very erratic record in the 
Santosh Trophy tournament but perhaps the greatest 
shock to soccer fans has been the downfall of Hyderabad 
(now Andhra Pradesh). For a team that reigned 
supreme in the Forties and Fifties, their slump has dis¬ 
appointed many a camp follower, as has the decline of 
Madras (now Tamil Nadu). 

While the favourites look their expected places in 
the final cluster, the greatest upset was the disqualifica¬ 
tion of Punjab. It was a situation redolent of Brazil’s 
dilemma at Argentina. Punjab beat Andhra 2-0, Pondi¬ 
cherry 7-0 and tied 1-1 with Services. The latter beat 
Andhra 3-1 and the deciding match therefore, was the 
Services-Pondicherry tie. The task before Services was 
to beat their opponents by at least an eight-goal differ¬ 
ence in order to oust Punjab and though it was Pondi¬ 
cherry who missed three chances in the early stages, 



Maharashtra and Bengal clashed in the semi finals, it u'ss a match where skill u-as pitted against stamina - 
Bengal triumphed g7 




Services notched up a fantastic 12 goals to put paid to 
Punjab's aspirations The acrimony that followed when 
the Punjab coach accused his Services counterpart of 
rigging the match is a frill which will, if allowed to con¬ 
tinue in this form, ruin the sporting spirit between the 
teams 

Other important teams to bow out were Andhra and 
Tamil Nadu, Nagaland as usual started with great 
pionuse but failed to qualify for the semifinal cluster 
Jammu and Kashmir, playing on home ground, qualified 
for the quaiterfinal for the hist time in then career 
The quarterfinal group matches began with Bengal, 
Railways Goa and Keiala in Group 1 and Mahaiashtra, 
Services Karnataka and Jammu and Kashmir in Group 2 

I N Group 2, supremely confident Maharashtra sailed 
past Services 3 2 but nearly met their Waterloo 
against comparatively weak Jammu and Kashmir, with 
whom thev managed to draw Karnataka, playing com 
posed football brushed aside Services and Jammu and 
kashrnn 


Bengal were slow starters m Group I, they de¬ 
feated Kerala 2 0 and then turned their attention to 
Goa Till the 75th nnnute they weic sitting pretty 
with a two goal lead but the turning point came when, 
within eight minutes Goa fought back to equalise and 
won the applause of the crowd in what proved to be 
Bengal’s stiffest match 


Karnataka were faced with a similar situation in 
their group deciding match, when they led JO against 
Maharashtra With the latter being awarded a penalty, 
the match gamed momentum and it was 2 2 at the 
final whistle so both teams qualified Railways were 
the biggest disappointment of the tournament, for they 
failed to scene a single goal Services were also frus 
trated in then bid to reach the semifinals and joined 
Karnataka, last year’s semi finalists, on the sidelines 



Bengal ver su? Goa the winners had a close shaie 
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In the Bengal Mabarashti a encounter Bengal took 
a one goal lead in the hrsl halt but allowed this slcn- 
dci maigin to s]jp awa\ thanks to sloppv plav, and 
lost the first leg 2 l Underdogs Mahaiashtra weie 
cheered all the way by the crowd but it was patently 
clear that the standard of itferenng was not up to 
the mark Some mistakes may be excused as commit 
ted unwittingly but there were other blatant errois, 
suth as the disputed Shyam Thapa foul which went 
Mabarashti a s way 

Karnataka despite the fact that they had seven 
Indian players in their ranks, plaved a subdued game 
and could not hold back an inspired Goa That the 
latter legisteied a convincing victory is now history 
and foi the first time, Goa made an appearance in the 
final 

In the second leg semi final, Bengal chalked up a 
2 0 lead but the turning point came when, in the 62nd 
minute Dilip Paht was shown the red card With six 
players warned, Bengal went on fighting, though they 
were one nun shoit for 28 minutes There was more 
drama to follow for in the 90th minute Maharashtra 
equalised through formei goa international, Bernard 
to make the score 3 3 Despite a contradictory speci¬ 
fication in the rules stating there would be no extra 
time m a match consisting of two legs, 15 minutes 
extra were granted and Bengal continued to play with 
just 10 men Howevei it was Akbar who scored for 
Bengal in the very last minute to take his team into 
the final of the 35th Santosh Trophy 

I had made a public prediction before the match 
that despite the lac k of practice, Bengal would emerge 
victorious and 30 000 spectator came to see whether 
I would piove right or not With Sheikh Abdullah 
presiding, Bengal took a 10 lead m the 60th minute 
and hung on to lift the Trophy for the fourth time In 
a row—the second time they have done so 






'VARIETY 



This week the Sun, Venus and Uranus are conjoined In Libra. Mars. Mercury and Neptune are conjoined in Scorpio. 
Kethu is in Pisces, Jupiter in Cancer, Saturn in Leo and Rahu in Virgo. The Moon will be moving through Libra and 
Scorpio from Virgo. 


ARIES (March 21 — April 20) You will make 
tr/YT/T] many influential friends during this week. 
& (■&' Translate all plans into action despite the 
it' opposition raised by your business partner. 

Health needs extra care. Eschew speculation 
and be tactful with the opposite sex Good dates: 2, 3 and 
4 Lucky numbers: 5 and 3. Favourable direction: South¬ 
west. 


Lp LIBRA (September 23 — October 22) Your finan- 

Aj Vrf' c,al situation Improves and children prosper 

AijT \ Take good care of your business interest. 

< 1 ) Courtship and marriage are best deferred 

^ Success and happiness will come your way. 
New friends and fresh hobbies wil keep you busy Health 
needs watching Good dates: 23, 30, 1 and 3 Lucky num¬ 
bers: 6 and 9 Favourable direction: South. 


/ , 


TAURUS (April 21 — May ?2) This week things 
will take a turn for the better Women folk will 
> itf ' both help and hinder progress. Quarrels in the 

v y family are indicated Your financial front should 

v ' ' improve rapidly A sudden change of place and 

long journeys ate probable Attend to voratioral matters 
and to business seriously Good dates: 30, 31 and 2 Lucky 
numbers: 3 to 6 Favourable direction: West. 


t n SCORPIO (October 23 — September 21) Good 
A), and ill-fortune are strangely inferwined and this 
J calls lor caution on all fronts Avoid sudden 
!'/V\ i actions and decision and defer changes Court- 
’ - ship and marriage are best postponed Your 

finances will Improve slowly. Take extra care when sign¬ 
ing documents Good dates: 29, 31, 2 and 4 Lucky 
numbers: 2 to 7 Favourable direction: East 


- ■ti' GEMINI (May 23 — June 21) Concentrate on 

v your intellectual pursuits Children and young 

p y colleagues will help you greatly Domestic and 

i , 1 social activities are Indicated Refrain from 

sudden actions and .tone up your nerves Good fortune, 
Including benefits through strangers are foreseen Good 
dates: 31, 1, 2 3 and 4 Lucky numbers: 4 to 6 Favourable 
direction: South-east 


'V SAGITTARIUS (November 22 — December 22) 

/.Y vA Your ruling planet Juolter brings obstructions 
jJJjkyC^ 10 y° ur path Be content to mark time and 
{(Q defer changes at this time.. Conserve your 

P 'i.w resources and beware of disputes Eschew 

speculation and extravagance Severe losses may occur in 
your business affairs Avoid overstrain and litigation. Good 
dates: 2, 3 and 4 Lucky number*: 1 and 6. Favourable 
direction: West 


. y i CANCER (June 22 — July 22) Gain and loss, 

t -‘p happmes and sorrow, are strangely intermingled 

L / this week Much depends on your own actions 
' V Avoid doubtful friends and advisers and keep 
' away from both speculation and excesses An 
important journey is foreseen Good dates: 30, 1 and 3 
Lucky numbers: 3 and 9 Favourable direction: North. 


CAPRICORN (December 23 — January 20) This 
? ®Ar ^ week proceeds normally, though a modi- 
Jl cum of 9 O 0 d fortune and haopiness Is 

( p p- /j indicated Careful reflection and elder's advice 

may avert an Impending crisis. Concentrate on 
professional expansion rather than on frivolity. Good dates: 
30, 1, 2 and 4 Lucky numbers: 4 and 7 Favourable direc¬ 
tion: South-east 


v LEO (July 23 — August 22) Financial benefits 
<p(L «lw eventuate In unexpected ways. Discreet changes 

ufo-pi})') can have a good affect on your career. A 

liTOA happy and successful week is indicated. New 
intellectual and artistic .activities are likely to 
sprout forth. Valuable new friends are also Indicated. Good 
daMa: 31. 1, 2 and 4. Lucky numbars: 1 and 5. Favourabla 
direction: East. 


cAQUARIUS (January 21 — Fabruary IS) Good 
fortune, including benefits through elders, 
t UTluO especially womenfolk, may be accompanied by 
!*- -*• anxiety and dissension. Watch business affairs 
' ' and professional correspondence closely. Watch 

your finances and mental health A beneficial change and a 
long journey is forecast. Gtfod dates: 29, 31, 2 and 3. Lucky 
numbers: 5 and 9. Favourabla direction: South. 


T VIRGO (August 23 — September 22) Do not be 
afraid to adopt new and original business 
t -SaL's methods — the results wll) be gratifying. Forge 

L^jTYj ahead and utilise fully the excellent opportuni- 

ties now available. The right atmosphere pre¬ 
vails In domestic and love affairs. Good dates: 1, 2, 3 and 
4. Lucky numbers: 3 and 8. Favourable directions; North 
and West 


st FISCES (February 20 — March 20) The early 

part of this week bungs financial expansion. 
Op 0 * 1 fortune, including oosslble inheritance, 
xSsfflf and new friends are indicated. An unexpected 
w; event causes anxiety and unavoidable expenses. 
Some happiness results from children and Intellectual pur¬ 
suits. Good dates: 29, 30, 2 and 3 Lucky numbers: 4 and 
8. Favourable direction; East 

M. B. RAMAN 







VARIETY: 


this india 


DEPARTMENTAL proceedings have been 
taken against seven forest guards and 
three foresters working for the Slmilpal 
Project Tiger in Mayurbhanj district for 
tbelr inability to distinguish tigers from 
wild cats. They had separated a pair of 
kittens from their mother, mistaking 
them for tiger cubs—The Statesman (P. K. 
Mahapatra, Orissa) 

FATEGARH: A "dead man” walked in¬ 
to the court of Mr N. K. Mitra, sub- 
divisional magistrate of Chhibramau, to 
deny that he was dead. The court offi¬ 
cials looked aghast as Mr Bahadur Khan 
said that he had not been beaten to 
death by the police and that he was 
very much alive —Indian Express (B. V. 
Eswara Chandra, Vishakapatnam) 

HYDERABAD: The classes of a junior 
college at Puttoor are being conducted 
under a tree for want of proper accom¬ 
modation, although assurances have been 
given that the college building will be 
erected very soon — Deccan Chronicle 
(Pradeep Kumar, Hyderabad) 

KOLAR: The honour of being the first 
streaker in the town goes to a 25-year- 
old youth, Ramacbandra, who streaked 
from a picture house to the Government 
College Circle. He was tailed by four 
youths who acted as judges, one of whom 
gave him a watch since he did not have 
the money to pay Ramachandra, who had 
won a wager by his feat—Indian Express 
tK. L. Ranganatha Rao, Gorur) 

TENALI: A dead crow was found in the 
overhead water tank at the Government 
hospital here which serves more than 100 
patients and 500 out-patients a day. Fin¬ 
ding that the water was smelling foul, 
Dr P. Venkateswarlu, the medkal officer, 
ordered that the water should not be 
used and directed an employee to check 
the tank. Since there are no steps to 
climb up to the tank, a ladder wa« 


piln ra 30 foi lha antry given Ivat 


brought from the local fire station and 
the body of the bird removed—Sunday 
Standard (D. Bhoga Rao, Vishakapatnam) 

RAIGUNJ: Angered by fhe meagre quan- 
tity of curry served to him by his wife, 
40-year-old Budhari Muddy caught his 
wife by the hair and thrashed her. 
According to the police their 16-year-old 
son came to his mother's rescue and in 
the scuffle the father received dagger 
wounds and died—Deccan Herald (K. L. 
Rao, Gorur) 

BANGALORE: Mr F. M. Khan, MP, has 
alleged that the law and order has bro¬ 
ken down In the city. In a communica¬ 
tion to the police today, he referred to 
a theft which occurred in his house and 
said no protection was given to him. It 
is learnt that two cups were stolen from 
bis house in the Fraser Town limits— 
Deccan Herald (T. S. Murti, Bangalore) 

HYDERABAD: Two young boys who 
were walking up the Tirumala Hills found 
a sack kept hidden on the other side of 
a parapet. They became curious and jum¬ 
ped over to get the bag. Two constables, 
who were on patrol duty, arrived to warn 
the boys that the other side of the slope 
was slippery. However, the bag was found 
to contain eight kg of silver bars— Dec- 
can Herald (Pradeep Kumar, Hyderabad) 


MADRAS: The Tamil Nadu Government 
has issued instructions that the portrait 
of Annamalai, a 13-year-okl school stu¬ 
dent of Madras and a proud recipient of 
the Chief Minister’s Police Medal for 
gallantry, be displayed at all the schools 
in the State. The teenager, who does not 
know how to- swim, saved the lives of 
three fellow students when a boat capsi¬ 
zed at the mouth of the Ennore estuary 
on August 26— The Hindu (B. K. Laldas, 
Madras) 


without comment 


HE (MORARJI DESAI) has repressed his 
sex energy for fifty years and he consid¬ 
ers that to be morality — Acharya 
Rajneesh. 

THE LION injures the victim to kill and 
not to let it go free and create trouble— 
Sheikh Abdullah’s followers on the im¬ 
minent arrest of Afzal Beg. 

> 

^ JiO ONE talks about the concentration of 
.wealth, although people still talk about 
: the concentration of power, which is not 
! quite the same thing, but quite close to 
| it—Jay Dubashi in Organiser . 

' THE FORTITUDE with which the people 
(of India have been putting up with the 

1 bankruptcy of the country’s political 
leadership has few parallels in history— 
N- C. in Mamstream. 

i 
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IT IS dangerous for the Centre to be 
weak. But unless you have strong States 
how can the Centre be strong?—A. K. 
Antony, Chief Minister of Kerala. 

INDIA would not normalise its relations 
with any country at the cost of friendship 
with a dependable friend like the Soviet 
Union—Atal Behari Vajpayee. 

THE JANATA PARTY and Government 
have to stop making a joke Of com¬ 
missions and committees—C. N., Chitta- 
ranjan. 

THE PANIC that has seized the Janata 
Party over Mrs Gandhi filing her nomina¬ 
tion papers for the Chikmagalur seat in 
Karnataka is indicative of the state of 
the Party—S. Nihal Singh in The Slates* 
man. 


humour in real life 



ONE DAY our six-year old cousin 
came to his father and asked— 
’Where did I come from?’ After 
a long and frank discussion the 
father enquired whv he wanted to 
know this The child answered; 
‘Mv fifend Deepak is from Punjab. 
I also wanted to know where I 
rj'ine iroin ’ D. V Krishnan, 
Bhopal 



LIONS CLUB had opened h new 
branch in our town, so a big sign¬ 
board was put outside the build¬ 
ing: ‘Lions meet here everv 
Wednesday and Saturday at 8.30 
pm.' After a few davs we found 
that someone had scribbled on top 
ot the signboard — ’Beware’ 
Raslimi Saksdna, Ferozepore Cannt. 



i- 


A WISE soul here added key* on 
a massive poster of the film ’Don'. 
B. V. Eswarachandra, Vishaka- 
patanam 


ptiur* 30forth*warygkgqtM 
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|a Word or two 


W E may seldom think of birds 
in the same spirit as of tools 
and machinery; yet funnily enough, 
the human imagination has often 
linked them. A falcon, for takes 
its name from the Latin falx, a 
sickle. If you see a falcon in 
(light, you’ll know why: its wings 
afe curved exactly like a sickle. 


stranger, as we were telling you, than fiction 



More often it’s the other way 
round: the bird lends its name to 
the tool. A crane for lifting heavy 
weights is so called because it 
resembles the long necked bird. A 
crow bar, a rod used as a lever or 
a digging tool, is flattened at one 
endj giving it a fanciful resem¬ 
blance to a crow’s beak. Kite, of 
course, is not a tool but a toy; 
Lbut it too gets its name from 
rjiovering in the air like the bird 
so called. 

Incidentally, there are other 
interesting phrases concerning the 
crow. A crow’s nest is the high 
look-out point on the mast of a 
ship. Crow's-feet are a net of 
wrinkles formed round (he eyes. 
These are simple picture-words; 
but more ingenious is the phrase 
crow fcfT for a clergyman’s meet¬ 
ing. Everybody present there 


iL lUJ V/1 4 iiFS 



wqrdspinner 


C HEATING at examinations is not ex¬ 
clusive to Indian universities alone. In 
the United States a mass-copying racket 
thrives in a big way. Companies are 
farmed—Termpapers Unlimited, Write On 
Inc, Thesis Inc, Planned Paperhood and a 
brash young organisation called, if you 
please, Quality Bullshit are the big 
names in the US cheating industry. They, 
and at least a dozen others, have turned 
cheating on university campuses into a 
lucrative, well-organised enterprise involv¬ 
ing even some top professors. 

The bigger outfits have built up a coast- 
to-coast network and employ sophisticated 
equipment so that a scholar i# Los 
Angeles can submit a readymade disser¬ 
tation prepared by a Harvard Ph.D. Ward 
Warren, the energetic, 2Syear-old pre¬ 
sident of Termpapers Unlimited, boasts 
that he and his partner, Kenneth (his 
brother), grossed $1.2 million last year. 
Werren says, ‘'The organisation employs 
some 2.000 people at 50 U.S. and Canadian 
branches. They can write anything on 
any level, in any language’’. 

For writers, the starting wage is a 
minimum $2 per page for undergrad 
work, with a rising scale for more 
specialised jobs. An industrious writer 
can earn up to $3,000 a week. Warren 
uses an intricate code to avoid duplica¬ 
tion, hut offers no guarantee of grades 
though the quality of the work is fairly 
high. 

University officials were only mildly 
disturbed at first, but are now beginning 
to take it more seriously. In fact, the 
New York State Attorney General has 
filed a suit against cheating companies 
in the Federal Court. The cogs may soon 
stop grinding. A large number of ex¬ 
ceptionally talented students have been 
discovered In China’s university entrance 
examinations but it was also discovered 
that some of these had been systematical¬ 
ly cheating. The Guwgmino daily re¬ 
ported that the results Of the December 
examinations showed many young people 


had kept up their studies during the day* 
of the extremist “Gang of Four 5 ' and had 
achieved good marks. 

Some students seeking entry into the 
Peking Foreign Languages Institute could 
speak English fluently and even correct 
teachers. Moreover. 17,000 applicants for 
130 vacancies in the Central Musical 
Conservatory resulted in the discovery of 
many with promising artistic talents. 
However, the paper also devoted space to 
a story on cheating in the northern 
Shansi province. 

It reprinted an article from a Shansi 
daily that said it had discovered that a 
few people involved in the examinations 
cheated in a planned way due to the fact 
they were deeply poisoned by the “Gang 
of Four and had serious bourgeois 
egotistic ideas, turning a blind eye to the 
discipline of the Party and the State 
Law" 

One of the three cases reported, 
obviously as an example and warning to 
the rest of the country, revolved around 
Mr. Liu Tuo, a teacher of politics and a 
Party member. Mr Liu conspired with 
the mathematics teacher at his school 
and two invigilators to help his two sans 
pass by giving them the answers. One 
Invigilator took a paper and produced 
the answers. One son was given his 
copy in a toilet. The other received his 
copy in the examination room itself. 

‘‘The masses Immediately discovered 
their act and exposed them”, the paper 
said. The guilty were subjected to 
“severe criticism” and disciplinary action. 
In Moscow, the Mecca of Communism, 
treating at the examination, in different 
forms, comes’to the fore at the time of 
qualifying, examinations for entry into 
different prestigious Universities. It seems 
that Indian mass cheating epidemic is 
slowly spreading. In the near future, a 
cog industry may well become the most 
lucrative of all. 

JAHARDAS 
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Offer open 
till 

stocks last I 


SHAVING CREAMS 


Rich Foam and Menthol Mist. 
Refreshingly new—in feel and fragrance. 



Save 

a little regularly, 
and everything 
you've 

always dreamt 
of is yours. 
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Allahabad Bank's 
Recurring Deposit Scheme 
makes it possible. 

The best thing about this Scheme is 
that you can choose your own monthly 
deposit sum. From a minimum of 
Rs. 10/- to a maximum of Rs. 1,000/-, 
over a period of 1 to 10 years. 

So you save and earn with no great 
effort. And what you finally get 
back could be as much as 50% more 
than what you've deposited... 
perhaps more I Making it possible for 
you to buy what you've always dreamt of. 
For details, drop in at your nearest 
Allahabad Bank branch. 



ALLAHABAD BANK 

Your Own Bank 

(A Government of India Undertaking) 
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science 


Clues to better cancer cure 


T^flE importance of early detection 
1 of cancer is well-known. For 
want of suitable detection techni¬ 
ques, the treatment of cancer for a 
long time was impossible when tu¬ 
mours were small and localised. The 
preponderant impression is that as 
many as 90 pei cent of cancer cases 
are curable, if detection can be made 
at an early stage. For this reason, the 
search is on for simple biochemical, 
immunological and other tests to de¬ 
tect cancer before its symptoms have 
become apparent. 

The object of the biochemical tests 
is to detect glycoprotein and other 
substances which are usually present 
in tumours. Glycoprotein is found in 
the tumours of human breasts, the 
pancreas, ovaries, etc. The protein 
that binds to DNA is present in ex¬ 
cess concentration in the blood ^of 
most patients with leukaemia. For 
monitorifig therapy of several kinds 
of tumours, the amount of protein 
in the urine serves as a good indi¬ 
cator. 

Cancer patients excrete unusual 


protein. While healthy persons excre¬ 
te little or no protein, most cancer pa¬ 
tients excrete as much as one gramme 
of protein in the urine each day. The 
urine of such patients contains ano. 
ther class of material called polya 
mines, thought to be by-products of 
increased concentration of RNA that 
associate with cellular growth. The 
polyamines in the urine and other 
biological fluids serve as a source of 
useful information about cancers of 
the blood, tumours of the head, neck, 
lung, liver, rectum, testicles, etc. The 
difficulty is, however, that the tests 
show the presence of more than one 
type of tumour. 

Compared to these tests, the im¬ 
munological tests produce very few 
“false positives". These tests are 
more reliable than the biological 
tests. They are simple, inexpensive, 
specific ana detect each kind of can¬ 
cer. They are used to detect abnor¬ 
mal enzyme content, acid phosphate, 
etc found in the blood of the pa¬ 
tients. The test can be applied to less 
than a drop of blood to detect the 
enzyme when it remains localised 


and has not spread. At present, in¬ 
tensive studies are going on to pro¬ 
mote wide use of the test in the 
early detection of cancer so that 
deaths from earner can be Reduced 
by timely treatment. 

The present methods of treating 
caocer consist in the exposure to 
radioactive therapy mainly. The de¬ 
fect is that along with the cancerous 
cells, the normal ones are also dama¬ 
ged. As such, the need is being stres- 
sed to evolve a method of treatment 
that would destroy the cancerous 
cells only, leaving the normal cells 
unaffected. A recent study indicated 
that NMR (Nuclear Magnetic Reso¬ 
nance) may be a powerful tool for 
the study of the structure of cellu¬ 
lar water in patients affected by, 
and free from cancer. There is evi¬ 
dence that protein in a cancerous cell 
can exert influence on the cellular 
water. Water in a cancerous cell is 
believed to have an ice-like struc¬ 
ture. Thus the chemical and physical 
environment around the proton in 
the two structures is not the same. 
The signal pattern is therefore diffe¬ 
rent. The relaxation time also differs, 
being longer in malignant cells than 
in the normal cells. 

P. C. BHATTACHARYA 
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Her hands-down favourite in the 
kitchen A star performer at doing 
just about every little chore of hers. 
Whether to grind, chop, shed, slice, 
grate, blend, mix or puree Doing 
them all in civilised time—within 
seconds And as best as she can do 
by hands With a built-in stamina to 



nn 


run for as long as 10 to 3b 
minutes, for all you know 

And she’s one wife among 
lakhs who trusts me most tor 
kitchen (m)aid. For I am the 
Bajaj Mixer. 

Little wonder, I’ve earned my 
keep over the years in lakhs o. 
kitchens—along with my other 
family (m)aids. 


BUY BEST... BUY 





chess 


Continuation of Position No. 12 

Quit* a characteristic position this, with a 
them* that often recurs In tournamant 
chess; It was played at Sandefjord In 1975 
and la the finish of a game between Skot 
and Knudeen:—1 r2k1 rl; 2q1bppp; 
p3p3; 1b1ktP3: 3Kt4; 601; 

P.1P1B1PP; 2BR1 H1K. 

White won by 1. KtxB, PxKt; 8. RxKt, 
PxR; 3. P—K6. B—03; 4. P x P ch. resigns. 

Comprohonsion 

'it is much more important to understand an 
opening than to know long strings of move- 
by-move variations': these golden words 
appear on the back cover of How So ptay the 
IWcffan Defence by David N. L. Levy and 
Kevin J. O'Connell (Batsford. 152 p., paper¬ 
back £2-9$). and they are Indeed hearten¬ 
ing to me. I have constantly emp hasis e d 
that the most Important thing in chess Is 
comprehension and that the learning of 
long strings of variations from the games of 
grandmasters Is absolutely useless unless it 
Is accompanied by an understanding as to 
what these grandmasters are about 
But so far it has seemed to me that neither 
publishers nor the people who reed their 
books are very much impressed with my 
arguments and. Indeed, one of the author* 
of the book I am reviewing here has said to 
me that I fell back on this line of argument 
when I am at a lose, for something to say 
owes Batsford's too'are largely responsible 
for the production of books about variations 
of tines of an opening and since their 
authors tend to produce thb long lines 
without any real attempt at explanation of 
the motivating Idea, If, would seem to me 
that both Batsford's and their authors are 
returning like prodigal sons to the right true 
and of the game. 

This book, which Is part of e series called 
the Club Player's Library that Is indeed 
devoted to such explanations, is a first-rate 
example ot how such ■ work should be 
done. The authors are admittedly fortunate 
In the feet that the Sicilian Defence Is so 
very thematic. Even the beginner, provided 
he has any talent at all for the game, will 
realise that the Sicilian la fundamentally a 
abpggte for the central d4 square and that 
Black is Initiating an onslaught on to that 
square with his very first move. 

But the authors, making, it would seem, 
capable use of material that they hove com¬ 
piled lor other works, hoes conceived and 
carried out a plan that illumines nearly all 
the considerable range of Sicilian motifs: 
the Meroczy bind, the little centre. Dragon 
positions, positions with . .. P—K4. dosed' 
positions, positions with . . . P—K3, and 
6—KN5 positions. In fact, this la a book 
Which one can recommend to ett players 
short of die master date and there ore of 
course so-called masters (even so-called 
grandmasters) who would benefit from Ms 
perusal and study 

Since the authors quite rightly say that 
matters might form 'a false Impr e ss ion of 
the Sicilian from the number of quick white 
victories that are published every year In the 
cheat literature', I give an example of a 
quick win with Black takan from the book. 

White: Ossch. Black; Moran. v 
Correspondence 1969.' _ 

1. fHKfk p—OB4: % Itt—KBS. P-03; 3. 
P—04. Pk P; 4. KtxP.Kt—KB3; 6 l P—KB3. 
P-T-K4; 6. B—Kt5 Ch. OKI— 02; 7. Kt—B6.0 
cannot guarantta that thlt la tha exact order 
of the that taken moves since In many 
. oases. and thlaja one of them, tea authors 
2 mecatygiue Sicilian positions w i thout show- 
frit twin »tey cteoa about, but1 akpact t am 


7. .. .,P—G4;9.PxP,P—QR3;».BxKtch, 
rather better is 9. B—R4, P-QK14; 10 
B—Kt3. Kt—KO; 11. Kt—K3, B—064; with 
about a leva) game. 

9.OxB; 19. Kt—K3. P—QKI4; 11. 

P—064, 8—84; 14. Kt—83. 0-0; 13. 
Kt—K4, better Is 13. P x P. P x P; 14. 0—0, 
B—06; 18. K—Rl, B—R3; 16, K»—K4, Kt x P; 
17. Kt X Kt. OxKt; 18. B—KZ, B—Kt3; 19 
BxB, PxB; with equality 
13.. ..,KtxKt; 14.PxKt.P-64; 15. Px BP, 
or IS. KtxP. 0—01; threatening both 
O—65 ch end B x Kt. 

19._O—R2; 19. Q-K2. Bx P; 17. Px P, 

B—02; It. PxP. If 18. P—OR4, R—B5,19. 
R—61. R—K5 end Black wlq* (Klagor- 
Kottnauer. Beverwljk. 1964). 

19.B—KtS ch; 19. K—Q1, B—R6 ch; 

White resigns. 


HARRY G OLOMBEK 
bridge 


EVEN when a hand looks unpromising early 
on, it Is usually possible to think of some 
division of the cards that will provide a play 
for the contract. Here South gave up loo 
easily after an early disappointment. 

« A K 6 

P 7 4 3 

♦ A 10 6 2 

* A 9 6 

V K led 

* Q J 10 9 8 
tr 6 

♦ a j 8 s 

♦ O 7 2 

Neither side was vulnerable and the bid¬ 
ding went: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

No IV dble 2» 

3* No 4* No 

No No 

Weet led the King of hearts and continued 
with the Ace. which declarer ruffed. Some¬ 
what short of trumps. South ran 4 J, on 
which West played tha 7 and East the King. 
East returned die Queen of hearts. 

South could eaa nothing better than to 
Orff end lead a dub to tha 9. In effect, he was 
playing for West to hold a doubleton King. 
This was unlikely and South finished one 
down. 

Asked why he didn't tty for an end-play 
against West In dubs. South pointed out 
that If he drew trumps he would have none 
left himself. So. the only chance was to play 
West for a doubletan trump. Hearts were 
likely to be. 5-4 South must play tor this 
distribution: 

* A K 6 

V 743 

- ♦ A tO 6 2 

4 A98 


♦ 73 

V AKJ96 

♦ 74 

♦ K J 6 6 


* 842 

V a 10 6 2 

* K 9 3 

* 10 4 3 


a Q J 10 9 6 
’ * 8 

♦ QJ8S 

♦ 07 2 

After ruffing tha seoond heart. South 
finesses ♦ Qj losing to th# King. He rufft the 
heart return, draws two rounds of trumps 
and one mam diamond, finishing in dummy. 
Then slow chib runs to West's 8, and West 
Is snd- pta y e d oven though them ft stffi a 
trump out 


Note that if West held * K J10 x and East 
4t 8 x x It would be smart ptay tor East to 
Insert the 8. Since not many player* would 
do this. South should not make the alterna¬ 
tive play of leading a dub from hand. 
Intending to duck If West puts in the Jaofc or 
10 . 

TERENCE REESE_ 

stamps 



EACH YEAR the European Conference of 
Posts and Telecommunications, CEPT tor 
short, invites member countries to Issue 
special stamps illustrating a common theme 
as a tribute to the Ideal of European unity. 
The 19^ stamps are to feature historic 
buildings. Sweden has chosen two neatly 
engraved views of Orebro Castle, the thir¬ 
teenth-century fortress 100 miles west of 
Stockholm. The 1.30-kr stamp (above) 
shows two of the massive corner towers and 
the other stamp shows a courtyard archway. 
Britain hps not participated in the CEPT 
Issue since 1961, when the conference met 
at Torquay, but the. four rocent British 
stamps featuring royal palaces might easily 
hava been incorporated into the European 
issue by tha addition qf the CEPT mono¬ 
gram to their designs 
The only other British philatelic acknow¬ 
ledgement of CEPT has been a single 9d. 
stomp in a 1969 series commemorating 
various anniversaries, in a poor design 
using the word 'Europe' as the pillars ot a 
Grew temple, this stamp marked the tenth 
anniversary ot the conference 



ARTISTS and printers in Italy, Poland. Swit¬ 
zerland and Austria have co-operated to 
produce three new United Nations stamps, 
with appropriate fir*t-day covers and com¬ 
memorative postmarks The stamp* have as 
their theme the independence of Namibia, 
formerly South-West Africa, and their 
Inscription emphasises the need tor fibera- 
Hon.Justioe, co-operation' during the transi¬ 
tion from mandated territory to Independent 
nation. Two of the stomps. 13 cant* end <8 
cents values, are for use on mall posted at 
tha UN headquarter* In New York end the 
third it priced at 80 Swiss centimes for use 
at tha Palais daa Nations, Geneva. Collec¬ 
tors in Britain can obtain the stamp* from 
most of the larger philatelic dealer*. 

C.W. HILL 







Theatre is just a form 
of entertainment 


“If at all I am hying to create 
awames,, I am in/iruj to irtalc nune 
awareru s within ny ell" playwright 
and film sinptwnhi VIJAh UN 
DLLKAtl tells 'sill HA BAIISI 
Shyam Bom gal’s award wmniny filmo 
“Nwhant" and ‘Man than ’ ntie based 
on lendul hut's s< uenplays 


Q • Your plays are known as 
Tendulkar’s plays But your screen¬ 
plays are known as direr tor’s films. 
Except for people who are interested 
in your work most see a film 
because It is a Shyam Bcnegal film 

A . It should be set n because of 
Shyam I do su‘ < npl.iybet^use a 
certain sum of moot y must be made 
available for household txpenst s 

Q : I don’t think so. You have 
written screenplays because the 
themes, some values, have involved 
you 

A : T am writing screenplays for 
financial reasons 1 would have 
written ‘Nislunt ’ M intli in and 
“Saamna” Ni liant" 1 wanlc d to do 
as a play you know "jairv” type I 
had discussed it with Utpal Ihitt 
Then Sliyam taint A< routing to him 
the location when the lmidtn! took 
place was important (shrugs) 

Shyam first talki d to me about 
“Manthan" and took me then* 1 
was veiy mint slid If the him 
protect had not mitcuahscd Id 
nave written about it all the same 

Q: What about Naamnaa (a 

Marathi film) ? 

A: I nutated the whole linns I 
chose the diicctoi, tin actois then 
gave the whole thing to the pioducu. 

Q ; Going through some of your 
plays, one wonders, if you wanted 
your audiences to be as lacerated »9 
you were by the knowledge of rca 
lity. 

A : Yes 1 do 

Q : fa there some concern behind 
this? Do you want to create an 
awareness ? 

A : It at all I am tijing to creato 
awareness X am tning to create 
more awaiemss within myself 1 
don't believe in teaching people Any 
way, people just tome to see a play, 
go home and lorgtt it It is just an 
entertainment 

Q ' And yet you want to upset 
them. 

A : Yes l want to upset them 

66 



Nasirurldm Shah, and Gtri&h Kamad 
m Shyam Benegal’s “Manthan ” 


3 : What if the audiences do not 
erotand your plays ? 

A : Try to take it philosophically, 
I of course, feel let down 

Q : When you were a columnist 
for “Maharashtra Times’’ (in mid- 
sixties), yon wrote In one of your 
Columns that while watching a 
theatre performance, you felt suffo¬ 
cated by the essential falsity of act¬ 
ing. The acting out of unfelt emo¬ 
tions by unrelated people disgusted 
you. Are you still with that ? 

A . Yes And when 1 wrote that 
f was involved in plays I was 
writing plays 

Q : Four years later, you expected 
your actors to enact foul characters, 
use filthy language 
A : Yes, 1 do expect them to play 
those roles and use that language 
Foi them they were terrible expert 
ences There were other aspects. 
Acting out a play like “Sakharam 
Binder" was an ordeal for them. 
Because of the controversy They 
were under thieats Theie were 
telephone calls A resolution was 
passed in one of the “natyasabhas,” 
denouncing my actors along with me 
But 1 don’t even feel sympathetic for 
them (the actors). 

Q . When you write in some of 
the foulest words in your plays, do 
you at any point ait back ana think 
about your family being part of 
your audience? 

A : Why family ’ I am a middle 
class man If I happen to hear 
such word outside (looks as it he is 
repulsed), I dislike it 

Q : A tramp has surfaced more 
than once in your works. You seem 
to have some sort of fondness for 
tramps. 

A : That is right, first of all 


because of (my fondness foi) Chap¬ 
lin. I used to see alt his movies 
Even now if I see bis, movies, 1 be m 
come sentimental But it is difficulty 
to analyse There is some quality 
that attracts me Their sense of 

values is right People who live 
outside the establishment attract 

me. 

Q : What else? Their sense of 
freedom? The chaos in their emo¬ 
tions, as well as appearance? 

A : Freedom that’s right fhaos, 
yes As for appearance, well, when 
they come here, lie about the place, 

I like them but after all 1 am a 
middle class man I am used to cei 
tam tidiness l feel suflorated 
When they leave 1 feel lehevcd But 
it has nothing to do with cleanliness 
These middle class people (gestures/, 
outside Ins window) tilt y live with jsj 
in the establishment jnd feel dean, / 
and teel ptoud ot their cleanliness I 
hate them 

Q : Whal about the other kinds of 
tramps? Those who don’t dress like 
tramps, but there is some “fakiri” m 
their attitudes. 

A : In that sense I consider Dr 
Shivajuao Patwaidhan (who is run 
nmg a hospital for Jepprs) and 
Senapati Bapat (A liecdom lighter), 
to be tramps I talked to Senapati 
Bapat a tew months before he died, 
and 1 was fascinated He was so 
objective and liberated And it’was 
probably because of the loss of his 
memory 

Q : Usually nothing is resolved at 
the end of your plays. Thte mix of 
pain and complexities with which 
you begin, becomes more tangled 
and wounding in the end. Is this a 
statement or the character and the 
situations naturally evolve that way ? 

A ! The characters and situations 
evolving I respect that. The pro¬ 
cess, the way I write, it has to be 
that. (Thoughtful for a few seconds, 
then softly) But since it is common 

it is a statement. 

Q : When a middle class audience 

S oes to see a (day like ’Sakharam 
inder*, is it not an act of voyeurism? 

A : They (the audience) did pot 
get that feeling. They thoroughly 
disliked it. But it happened m the 
case of “Shanta Court Chalu Ahe" 
They felt thoroughly involved Some 
of the audience came out feeling 
very happy. With “Sakharam” they 
felt no involvement "Sakharam" 4n 
a way is an attack on middle class. 




You can tell class... 

anywhere in the world 
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He has the world to choose from 

he chooses Erasmic T uxury Shaving Cream 

The standard is international 

The style is unmistakable 

Erasmic has unique ingredients that 

actually improve the performance of 

your blade a rich emollient lather 
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